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No.  340. 
HONG   KONG. 

(For  Export  for  1899,  /m  No.  314.) 


QoTEBNoa  Snt  H.  A.  Blase  to  Mb.  Chambeklaht. 

Government  House, 
Hongkoog, 

2bih  September,  1901. 


Snt, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  for  1900. 
The  BtatisticB  quoted  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
shoT  that  the  Colony  is  in  a  sound  financial  position,  and  that 
its  buBineas,  which  is  mainly  that  of  a  great  transhipping  port, 
continues  to  increase  with  the  expanding  trade  of  the  East. 
The  shipping  retoms  show  that  during  the  year  1900,  82,456 
nhips  of  the  f^gregate  registered  tonnage  of  18,445,133  tons, 
carrying  9,862,868  tons  of  cargo  and  3,031,079  pasBengers  arrived 
and  cleared. 

2.  Bat  this  considerable  increase  of  shipping  over  the  previous 
year  by  no  means  represents  the  enormous  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  ships  that  entered  the  harbour  during  this  yeiu*  of  abnormal 
activity.  The  Boxer  troubles  in  the  North  broke  out  in  June, 
and  in  July  the  first  contingents '  of  the  China  Expeditionary 
Forces  began  to  arrive.  Hongkong  was  practically  the  British 
base,  and  for  months  the  man-of-war  anchorage  was  filled  with 
British  and  Foreign  warships  and  transports.  At  first  it  was 
feared  that  there  was  no  available  space  in  which  to  accom- 
modate the  Indian  Brigades  landed  here  to  await  the  aettlemem 
of  details  as  to  future  operations.  I  gave  the  Major-Genera! 
Commanding  Troops  earte  blanche  to  occupy  every  spot  ol 
ground  on  which  a  tont  could  be  pitehed,  and  sufBcient  accom- 
modation  was  found  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  I  may 
add  that  the  conduct  of  the  Indian  Troops  landed  here  left 
nothing  to  be  desired. 

3.  With  the  new  road  now  being  completed  to  Taipo,  opening 
up  the  plains  and  hillsides  of  the  New  Territory,  there  is  now 
ample  accommodation  for  any  number  of  troops  likely  to  be 
required  in  the  East. 

10185*— 76— lOfldOl     Wt2S16]    D&S        5  A  2 
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BoMaEoNo  4.  It  Till  be  eaailj  understood  that  with  the  paralysis  of 
1900.  trade  in  tiie  Norib  on  tiie  ontbreak  of  active  hoatilities  the  entire 
trade  of  China  was  affected,  and  the  godowika  in  Hongkong 
and  Shanghai  were  filled  to  oTerflowing  with  imported  merchan- 
difiB  of  which  the  Chinese  merchants  were  slow  to  take  delivery. 
In  the  month  of  September  a  rebellious  movement  was  started 
in  the  district  of  Weichou,  north  of  the  New  Territory  and  Mirs 
Bay.  The  movement  was  not  anti-foreign,  and  the  insurgents 
refrained  from  interference  with  the  villages  in  Tung  Eun 
District  in  which  the  Basel  Missions  were  established,  nor,  so 
far  ae  I  could  learn,  were  any  atrocities  committed  by  them. 
It  was  a  movement  of  a  section  of  reformers  that  was  not 
joined  by  the  followers  of  Kang-Tu-Wei.  The  disturbance 
lasted  for  about  a  fortnight,  and  collapsed  after  several  engage- 
'  ments  with  the  Viceroy's  troops  under  Admiral  Ho,  in  one  or  two 
of  which  the  rebels  had  some  success.  About  four  thousand  lives 
were  lost  in  the  fighting,  and  the  movement  died  out  from  the 
want  of  ai-ms  and  ammunition,  to  prevent  the  smuggling  ef 
which  the  Police  of  Hongkong  left  nothing  undone.  The  move- 
ment created  considerable  uneasiness  in  the  district  around 
Canton,  one  result  of  which  was  the  transfer  of  a  large  amount 
of  Chinese  money  to  Hongkong  for  investment  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  British  fiag.  This  may  to  some  extent  account 
for  the  increased  sale  of  Crown  land  at  enhanced  prices  during 
the  year, 

5.  This  small  rebellion  was,  no  doubt,  attempted  in  conse- 
quence of  the  pre-occupation  of  the  Imperial  Government  in 
the  Korth,  possibly  with  a  view  of  inducing  the  allied  Powers 
to  secure  peace  in  tiie  South  by  a  promise  to  consider  the  question 
of  internal  reform  when  the  time  arrived  for  the  imposition  of 
terms  of  peace  upon  the  Imperial  Qoverument.  I  have  heard 
from  fairly  well-informed  sources  this  explanation  of  the  rising. 
Had  the  Canton  district  responded,  or  had  the  Viceroy  acted 
with  less  prompitude,  the  situation  might  have  become  very 
critical.  The  movement  was  dist+netly  anti -dynastic,  as  there 
was  in  the  South  among  the  Cantonese  a  strong  feeling  against, 
not  alone  the  reigning  dynasty,  but  against  the  people  of  the 
Northern  provinces—a  feeling  of  hostility  apparently  recipro- 
cated by  ihe  Northern  Chinese,  who  were  quite  as  ready  to 
murder  a  Cantonese  as  an  American  or  European,  and  who  look 
upon  them  as  foreigners,  if  not  "  foreign  devils."  I  had  an 
illustration  of  this  when  the  Boxer  movement  developed  in 
Tientsin.  A  number  of  Cantonese  young  men  were  engaged  in 
husinesB  in  Tientsin,  and  some  had  gone  there  to  attend  the 
Chinese  Medical  School.  These  young  men  were  regarded  as 
foreigners,  and  found  themselves  in  a  position  of  great  danger, 
and  with  no  apparent  means  of  escape.  Some  Chinese  gentlemen 
liere  waited  upon  me,  and,  explaining  the  position,  requested 
my  good  offices  in  assisting  their  return  to  Canton  and  Hong- 
kong, saying  that  they  were  prepared  to  pay  ten  thousand  dollars' 
for  the  necessary  expenses,  as  the  lives  of  Cantonese  would  be 
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in  graTS  peril  if  the  Boxers  had  any  Bnccess.     I  tel^raphed  to  Hohq  Kokq, 
His  Majeety'e  Consul  at  Tientsin,  asking  his  assistuice  in  re-        1900. 

patriating  tie  CantoneBo,  for  which  I  undertook  to  be  responsible       

to  the  extent  of  the  sum  nnmed,  and  he  very  kindly  made  the 
necessary  arrangements,  forwarding  bills  for  over  nine  thousand 
dollars,  which  were  at  once  paid  by  the  Chinese  gentlemen  who 
liad  approached  me.  A  deputation  of  the  young  men  whose 
escape  had  been  secured  waited  upon  me  to  express  their  grati- 
tude, and  one  and  sdl  were  assured  that  had  they  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  insurgents  their  lives  would  have  been  taken. 
The  incident  was  mentioned  in  the  Chinese  newspapers  in  Can- 
ton, and  has,  I  hope,  had  some  effect  in  strengthening  the 
cordial  relations  that  exist  at  present  between  the  Government 
of  the  two  Kwangs  and  this  Colony. 

6.  Among  the  land  sales  effected  during  the  year  was  a  large 
area  sold  to  Messrs.  Butterfield  &  Swire,  who  propose  to  build 
docks  there,  one  of  which  will  be  capable  of  taking  in  the 
largest  ship  now  afloat.  The  Hongkong  and  Whampoa  Dock 
Company  have  applied  for  an  additional  area,  upon  which  the 
Company  proposes  to  add  another  dry  dock  of  equally  large  pro- 
portions, and,  as  the  Naval  Yard  extension  now  progressing  in- 
cludes at  least  one  more  dry  dock  of  suitable  capacity,  the 
docking  facilities  of  this  port  will  in  the  near  future  equal,  if 
not  exceed,  those  of  any  port  in  the  East. 

7.  The  building  of  steam-launchea  proceeds  apace,  nearly  one 
hundred  having  been  constructed  during  the  year.  I  question 
if,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  better  or  cheaper  steam-launches 
are  built  than  those  turned  out  in  Hongkong.  The  extension 
of  the  boiler-making  trade,  due  to  this  expansion  of  steam-boat 
building,  is  now  forcing  itself  upon  our  attention  by  complaints 
of  the  nuisance  created  by  boiler-makers  who  have  set  up  their 
noisy  business  in  _  quiet  quarters  of  the  town,  and  proceed  to 
prosecute  it  day  and  night.  It  may  be  necennn"-'  to  confine  this 
trade  to  a  particular  quarter. 

8.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  I'ecrudescence  of  plague  at 
the  usual  season,  the  end  of  February.  The  epidemic  began  at 
the  end  of  February,  and  lasted  27  weeks,  ceasing  in  the  first 
week  in  July.  During  that  time  there  were  1,080  cases,  with  a 
case  mortality  of  9b'b  per  cent.  In  1899  the  epidemic  lasted 
for  38  weeks,  with  1,428  cases,  and  a  case  mortality  of  96"1 
per  cent.  In  considering  this  annual  recurrence  of  plague,  the 
situation  of  Hongkong  renders  it  peculiarly  difficult  to  deal 
with  the  introduction  of  disease  from  without,  for  the  relief 
gradually  obtained  in  other  places  by  the  death  of  the  susceptible 
can  hardly  be  looked  for  here  with  a  perennial  influx  of  sus- 
ceptible coolies  from  the  surrounding  plague -infected  provinces. 
A  few  hours  bring  these  people  to  Hongkong,  and  nothing  short 
of  a  ten  days'  detention  of  from  two  to  three  thousand  persoua 
who  daily  enter  Hongkong  would  insure  freedom  from  the  in- 
troduction of  plague  by  these  visitors,  while  even  if  all  are 
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Bona  EoNo,  healthy,  there  must  be  among  them  a  proportion  of  auBceptiblea 
1900L       to  feed  the  fuel  on  the  appearance  of  plague. 

9.  One  of  the  most  important  questions  of  the  immediate 
future  is  the  problem  of  reducing  the  surface  population,  the- 
density  of  which  in  one  hetdth  district  of  Yictoria  is,  in  rouncl 
numbers,  six  hundred  and  forty  thousand  to  the  square  mile, 
and  this  in  a  city  crowded  under  the  precipitous  northern  slope 
of  the  Peak  range  of  hills  that  effectually  shut  off  the  south- 
easterly breezes  of  the  summer  months.  The  abatement  of  sur- 
face crowding  by  the  resumption  of  houses  and  opening  of  streets 
and  lanes  will  probably  cost  some  millions  of  dollars,  as  the 
value  of  house  property  in  Victoria  is  very  great,  houses  being 
sold  at  from  six  dollars  to  thir^-five  dollars  a  squu^  footj  but 
the  taxation  of  Hongkong  is  light  compared  witii  that  of  other 
Colonies,  and  sooner  or  later  the  question  of  the  abatement  of 
surface  overcrowding  must  be  vigorously  dealt  with. 

10.  The  state  of  the  New  Territory  taken  over  iu  1899  has 
been  fully  dealt  with  in  my  despatch  of  the  12th  of  last  August.* 
The  Financial  Accounts  of  this  lately  occupied  concession  afford 
no  reliable  basis  for  an  estimate  of  its  ultimate  value.  Up  to  the 
present  we  have  been  engaged  upon  making  a  good  main  road 
that  will  give  ready  access  to  the  interior  of  the  Territory,  iu 
building  Police  Stations,  and  ia  preparing  a  cadastral  survey, 
without  which,  arrangements  cannot  be  made  for  the  paynLenll 
of  Crown  Kent  and  the  settlement  of  laud  claims,  alter  which 

1  expect  to  see  a  rapid  development  of  that  portion  of  tiie  district 
BUTToiinding  the  harbour  of  Hongkong,  where  the  taking  over 
of  the  Territory  has  increased  the  vsJue  of  land,  in  some  in- 
stances literally  a  thousand-fold,  but  over  every  acre  of  which 
disputed  claims  await  adjustment  by  the  Land  Court.  The 
police  expense  of  the  New  Territory  is  also  a  heavy  item,  as  armed 
robbery  on  land  and  sea  is  a  very  common  offence,  and  our 
preventive  patrol  system  is  cofttly  as  compared  "with  the  somewhat 
drastic  Chinese  system  of  disregarding  those  local  irregularities 
until  they  become  intolerable^  when  a  force  is  sent  to  punish 
the  district  by  eating  it  out,  or,  if  necessary,  destroying  a  village 
or  villages.  Beyond  affording  protection  and  bringing  hometo  tiie 
people  the  fairness  and  justice  of  the  British  system  of  govern- 
ment, nothing  can  be  done  in  the  New  Territory  until  the  lanA 
claims  have  been  settled.  When  that  has  been  done,  nothing 
will  remain  to  prevent  its  development  on  a  sound  and  stable 
basis.  The  people  are  intellijrent  and  industrious,  and,  I  am 
informed,  that  tiiere  is  ample  capital  only  awaiting  the  security 
of  a  valid  title  to  be  devoted  to  various  agricultural  and  manu- 
facturing ventures. 

11.  At  present  the  staple  crops  are  rice,  sugar,  swe«t  potatoes, 
and  vegetables.  Possibly  the  rice  cultivation  is  as  good  as  we 
can  make  it,  but  the  sugar  cultivation  is  capable  of  great  im- 
provement,  and  I  Have  reason  to  believe  that  sericulture  will 

"  Sm  Colonial  B«port  (MieoelUneoas)  No.  18. 
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be  tried  on  a  large  scale,  vhile  I  eee  no  reasou  why,  with  tlie  Hoxa  KoM 
further  propagatioa  of  Bucculent   gTaBBe»  already  growing   ia        1900 
tlie  Colony,  the  hills  north  of  the  Kowlooa  range  and  the  island 
of  Lantao  should  not  support  a  enfficient  number  of  cattle  to 
render  Hongkong  independent  of  the  supplies  now  procured  from 
tlie  West  and  If  orth  Bivers. 

-  12.  TJnfortunately  during  the  year  the  large  river  steamers 
that  traded  between  Hongkong  and  the  West  Siver  treaty  porta 
were  withdrawn  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  that  beset  them 
on  account  of  the  strained  interpretation  by  the  Imperial  Mari- 
time Customs  of  the  inland  navigation  agreement.  The  Com- 
panies interested  aeked  no  more  than  that  they  should  have  the 
liberty  to  carry  passengers  to  and  from  any  place  on  the  river, 
undertaking  to  confine  the  carnage  of  cargo  and  parcels  to  the 
ports  and  st^es  already  agreed  upon,  and  being  prepared,  if 
necess&ry,  to  carry  a  Customs  Official  on  board  and  to  conform 
to  every  local  regulation  as  to  inspection,  &c.  This  proposal, 
which  I  made  personally  to  the  Viceroy  Li  Hung  Chang,  when 
on  his  way  to  the  North,  to  the  Tsuug-li  Taroen,  and  to  Sir 
Kobert  Hart,  was  accepted  by  all  three.  It  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  in  Canton  appointed  by  the  Acting  Viceroy,  and,  for 
some  reason  that  I  have  not  discDvered,  it  was  recommended 
by  them  that  the  proposal  should  be  rejected.  I  hope  that  the 
proposal  may  yet  be  accepted,  as  its  adoption  would  be  effective 
in  checking  the  piracy  so  difficult  to  cope  with  on  the  "West 
Kiver,  by  affording  to  Chinese  travelling  to  Canton  with  valuable 
property,  or  returning  with  large  sums  of  money,  a  safe  means 
of  transit  to  their  own  towns  in  a  British  steamer  carrying  a 
regular  guard.  . 

13.  On  the  9th  of  November  tte  Colony  was  visited  by  a  very 
severe  typhoon,  the  centre  of  which  passed  over  the  town  and 
harbour.  Although  due  notice  had  been  given  of  its  approach, 
there  was  but  little  precaution  taken,  as  it  was  Eissumed  that 
at  this  season  no  typhoon  would  be  more  violent  than  an  ordinary 
gale  at  most.  There  had  been,  besides,  several  typhoons  sig- 
nalled during  the  summer,  the  tracks  of  which  went  north  or 
south  of  Hongkong,  so  people  had  become  careless.  The  wind 
reached  typhoon  force  about  10  o'clock  at  night,  the  smaller 
vessels  having  taken  shelter  from  the  north-easterly  gale.  At 
4  a.m.  the  centre  passed  over  the  harbour,  and  the  wind  suddenly 
veered  to  South-west,  when  the  boats,  junks,  and  steam-launches 
found  themselves  on  a  lee  shore.  At  7o'clock,10  launches  and  over 
110  junks  were  sunk,  and  the  harbour  was  a  mass  of  wreckage. 
H.M.S.  Sandpiper  sank  at  her  moorings,  and  a  large  dredger 
just  out  from  England  foundered.  Over  200  lives  were  lost  in 
those  fatal  three  hours.  As  soon  as  a  launch  could  live,  I  went 
along  the  shores  of  KowIomi,  the  whole  sea  face  of  which  was  a 
mass  of  wreckage,  among  which  the  Chinese  were  already  hard 
at  work  to  effect  what  salvage  they  could,  and  I  found  that  Uie 
Directors  of  the  Tung  Wah  Hospital — a  charitable  Chinesa 
1U185  L  i 
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HoMoKoKa,  institutiou — had  at  oace  sent  out  two  st«ani-1aiiBclLeB  witk  all 
iBOO.  ^^  appliances  for  affording  immediate  aBaiatance.  I  meuticnt 
""  tlie  fact  as  I  find  a  videapread  idea  that  the  GhineBO  among  them- 
selves are  callous  andmtcharitaUe — an  impression  thatisentire^ 
opposed  to  m;  experience.  After  the  hurricane,  a  public  meetinjf 
was  held,  and  a  Committee  formed  to  collect  Bubschptions.  In 
a  few  days  twenty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-four 
dollars  were  subscribed,  of  which  the  Chinese  subscribed  twenty- 
one  thousand  three  Hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 

14.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  tiie  Colony  had  subscribedi 
1153,655  to  the  SouUi  African  War  "Fund,  so  ^at  within  twelTS 
months  the  European  and  Chinese  people  of  the  Colony  volunt- 
tarily  contributed  to  patriotic  and  charitable  purposes  the  sumf 
of  (181,990,  over  and  above  the  ordinary  charities  of  Ulo  Colony, 
a  sum  equal  to  over  5^  per  ceot.  of  tbe  amount  of  Ute  public 
revenue. 

I  have,  Ac., 

HEirRT  A.  Blake, 

Qovemor,  S[e. 


Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 
Hongkong, 

15th  August,  1901. 

Sm,  „     . 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  the  following 
Beport  on  the  Blue  Book  for  1900:  — 

I. — ^Finances. 
(o,)  Revenue. 

) .  Daring  the  last  five  years  the  revenue  of  this  Colony  haa 
shown  a  steady  increase,  which  has  more  than  counterbalanced 
the  increasing  expenditure.  In  1895  the  balance  of  revenue 
over  expenditure  showed  a  deficit  of  |486,144.12.  In  1900  not 
only  had  this  deficit  been  made  good,  but,  notwithstanding  an 
expenditure  exceeding  that  of  1896  by  |666,904.12,  the  revenue 
of  Hongkong  showed  a  surplus  of  |674,i40.37, 

2.  1^6  actual  revenue  for  1900  was  |3,236,329.61,  exclusive 
of  tie  amounts  derived  from  Land  Sales  and  the  Water  Account 
which  amounted  to  $816,222.92  and  |161 034.87  respectively. 


y  Google 


COLONIAI.  BJBFOUT!; — iXITUAl^  9 

(h.)  Expenditure.  3 

3.  On  ilie  other  liaud  the  Expenditure  amounted  to 
$3,638,447.13,  of  which  a  sum  of  f473,205.89  was  expended  on 
Public  Works  Extraordinary. 

(e.)  Laihd  Sales. 

4.  The  amount  received  {rem  Land  Sales,  $816,232.92,  showed 
UL  excess  over  the  Land  Sales  in  1899  of  $198,398.20.    . 

b.  I  append  tables*  showing :  — 
(a.)  The  heads  of  revenue, 
(i.)  The  heads  of  expenditure. 
{«,)  The  total  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  six  years — 

1896.1900. 
{d.)  The  assets  and  liabilities  of  Ae  Colony. 
(«.)  The  amount  of  paper  currency  in  circulation. 

{d.)    Taxation, 

6.  Taxation  in  Hongkong  still  remains  comparatively  light, 
though  the  cost  of  living  is  high,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the 
{nice  of  food  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  house  accommoda- 
tion at  a  reasonable  figure.  There  were  no  important  changes  in 
Taxation  during  the  year, 

(e.)  PuUw  Debt. 

7.  In  1899  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  was  created  three  years 
previously  with  a  view  to  gradually  paying  off  the  public  debt 
of  ^341,799  \bi.  \d.,  incurred  by  Government  for  5ie  purpose 
of  defraying  the  cost  of  certain  Public  Works,  acme  of  them, 
•uch  as  Markets  and  Waterworks,  of  a  rwuimerative  nature, 
«tood  at  J12,626  18j.  llrf,,  and  during  the  past  financial  year 
it  rose  to  £16,486  13i.  2d. 

8.  With  provision  so  satisfactorily  made  fca*  the  liquidation 
■of  the  public  debt,  and  with  a  revenue  naturally  increasii^f  from 
year  to  year,  the  financial  stability  of  the  Colony  appeare  to  be 
asenred. 

II. — Tfi.4DE,  AgEICULTORE,  4ND  INDUSTRIES. 

{a.)  Imports  and  Exports. 
1.  I  append  tables"  showing:  — 

(o.)  The  principal  articles  of  import  during  the  years  1899 

and  1900  in  vessels  of  European  canstruction, 
(5.)  Hie  total  tonnage  of  imports  and  exports  for  the  lait 

five  years, 
(fl.)  The  imports  and  export*  of  junka  in  foreign  and 
local  trade  during  1899  and  1900. 

■  Not  printed. 
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i.  2.  The  total  import  trad©  of  the  port  for  1900  amounted  to 
23,205  veoBelB,  of  8,626,614  tons,  carrying  6,342,138  tona  of 
oai^o,  of  whicli  4,198,389  tons  were  disolLarged  at  Hongkong. 
This  does  not  inclnde  the  local  junk  trade.  The  nett  increase 
in  imports  thus  amounted  to  422,717  tons. 

3.  In  exports  there  was  a  decrease  of  70,666  tons. 

4.  The  chief  articles  of  imp<H^  are  coal,  rice,  sugar,  and  flour. 
Tea,  keroeine  oil,  rice  and  paddy,  and  general  cargo  are  the 
principal  exports. 

5.  There  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  amount  of  sugar 
imported,  amounting  to  no  less  than  76.6  per  cent.  Similarly 
the  import  of  timlser,  flour,  coal,  and  hemp  shows  increases  ofi 
66.1  per  cent..  66.7  per  cent.,  and  60.7  per  cent,  respectively. 
The  trade  in  bulk  oil  is  almost  at  a  standstill  as  compared 
with  last  year;  but  case  oil  shows  a  decrease  of  10,609  tons. 
The  rice  trade,  which  reached  its  culminating  point  last  year, 
has  diminished  by  98,801  tons,  and  may  now  be  said  to  be  at 
its  normal  condition. 

(6.)  Mines,  Manufactures,  and  FUheriti. 

6.  There  are  no  mines  in  tte  Colony ;  but  there  are  granite 
quarries  situated  at  Shauhiwan  and  Kowloon,  the  output  of 
which  during  the  year  under  review  was  valued  at  ^5,000  and 
$80,000  respectively. 

7.  The  industries  of  the  Colony  include  dock  work,  launch 
building,  boat  building,  cement  manufacture,  paper  making, 
sugar  refining,  brick  and  file  mak'.ng,  roiip  making,  iron  frund- 
ries,  boiler  making,  glass  manufacture,  vermilion  manufacture, 
and  opium  bciling.  One  hundred  steam  launches  and  other 
vessels,  with  a  total  burden  of  3,755  tons,  were  built  in  the 
Colony  during  the  year.  The  dock  accommodation  is  to  be 
largely  increased  in  the  near  future. 

.  8.  Tho  number  of  ships  and  boats  employed  in  fishery  during 
the  year  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  7,000 ;  but  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  the  description  and  the  quantity  of  fish  caught,  or 
the  actual  value  of  the  fishing  trade. 

9.  Two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  three  (2,903)  rowing  boats, 
2,030  cargo  boats  and  lighters,  and  92  steam  launches  were 
licensed  to  ply  for  hire  within  the  waters  of  the  Colony  during 
the  year. 


10.  It  is  estimated  that  in  1900  the  acreage  of  cultivated  land 
in  the  island  of  Hongkong  was  406  acres ;  in  Kowloon  404  acres ; 
and  in  the  N'ew  Territory,  including  the  islands,  about  90,000 
acres.  Beyond  the  cultivation  of  rice  and  sugar,  and  of  vege- 
table gardens,  there  is  practically  no  agricultural  industry  iik 
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ibe  old  Colony  or  in  the  New  Territory.     It  is  proposed  to  try  Ho»oKo«l 
an  experimental  stock  farm  in  the  New   Territory,   where,  it        '^ 
the  grass  he  found  good,  it  ought  to  be  poseible  to  rear  cattle 
required  for  consumption  in  Hongkong.     The  industry  of  cattle 
raising  in  the  New  Territory  seems  never  to  have  been  attempted 
beyond  the  number  required  for  field  work. 

11.  The  revenue  from  plant  sales  was  |7G1.S0,  an  increase  of 
$135.20  over  Uiat  for  1899.  The  revenue  from  loan  of  plants 
was  $55.39  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  Government  does 
not  make  any  profit  over  the  sale  or  loan  of  plants,  the  public 
obtaining  them  at  a  price  which  only  covers  the  actual  cost  of 
production. 

12.  The  quantity  of  land  under  sugar  cultivation  in  the  New 
Territory  is  estimated  at  over  7,000  acres. 

13.  The  advisability  of  establishing  an  experimental  garden 
in  the  New  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  suitability 
■of  economic  plants  to  the  soil  and  climate,  is  under  consideration. 

14.  Five  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  (6,680)  trees  were 
planted  in  Hongkong  Island  during  the  year,  and  81,164  in 
the  New  Territory. 

16.  The  year  has  been  fortunate  aa  regards  forest  fires,  only 
26  having  been  reported,  with  a  destruction  of  2,067  trees,  as 
compared  with  62  fires  and  13,299  trees  in  the  previous  year. 

(d.)  Land  Brants  and  Genera}  Value  of  Land. 

16.  I  append  a  table*  giving  particulars  of  land  sales,  ex- 
tensions, and  grants  on  short  leases  made  daring  the  year  under 


17.  The  owners  of  53  lots  on  the  Praya  Reclamation,  amount- 
ing to  290,239  square  feet,  were  permitted  to  enter  into  occupation. 
This  Eeclamation,  authorised  by  Ordinance  No.  16  of  1889,  was 
commenced  in  1890,  and  is  now  approaching  completion.  An  area 
of  60  acres  has  been  reclaimed,  and  the  remaining  area,  amount- 
ing to  abont  ten  (10)  acres,  is  more  than  half  finished. 

18.  There  were  two  free  grants  of  land  at  Kovloon — one  of 
30,000  feet  to  the  Church  Missionary  Society  for  the  erection 
of  a  Home  for  Chinese  girls  at  Eaa  Fui  Shek;  and  the  other 
of  16,000  square  feet  to  the  Hildesheim  Mission  for  Blind  GKrls 
at  To  Kwa  Wan. 

19.  The  principal  item  under  extensions  during  the  year  was 
Quarry  Bay  Marine  Lot  2,  the  area  so  granted  amounting  to 
923,800  square  feet.  Crown  rent  $1,487,  and  premium  f32,380. 
This  extension  ha«  been  pnrchased  for  die  purpose  of  conatmoting 
a  dock 

20.  Seven  lots  in  Hongkong  were  granted  on  short  leases, 
while  at  Eowloon  similar  grants  of  seven  inland  lots  wert 
made. 

*  Not  pnnted. 
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HomEomo,  2L  The  demand  for  land,  as  evidenced  by  the  larger  salet 
tMO.  effected,  neceeaitated  an  nnoBoal  amount  of  work  in  the  sorrej 
br&ncli.  Special  surreyg  were  al§o  made  in  connection  with 
extension  of  water  storage  in  Tytam  YbJI^  and  the  militaiy 
leserre  north  of  Austin  Bond,  Eowloon.  In  aU,  it  is  estimated 
that  neaii;  1,000  acres  were  snrreyed. 

(e.)  Shipping. 

22.  I  append  tables*  showing :  — 

(a.)  The  comparatiTO  shipping  return  for  the  years  1899 

and  1900. 
(&.)  A  comparative  statement  of  the  total  shipping  entered 

and  cleared  between  the  years  1896-1900  inclusive. 
(e.)  An  analysis  of  shipping  (British  and  foreign  steamers) 

entered  and  cleared  in  1899  and  1900. 
(d.)  An  analysis  of  shipping   (British  and  foreign  sail) 

entered  and  cleared  in  1899  and  1900. 
(e.)  A  return  of  jnnk  shipping  in  1899  and  1900. 

23.  The  tonnage  of  British  ships  entering  the  harbour  of  the 
Colony  during  1900  was  4,588,610  tons,  and  clearing  4,566,588 
tons. 

24.  The  German  shipping  showe<l  next  with  959,173  tons 
entering  and  958,571  clearing. 

25.  Tlien  follow  in  order  the  Japanese,  French,  Chinese, 
American,  Norwegian,  and  Austrian  flags. 

26.  The  tonnage  of  Chinese  junks  entering  and  clearing  was 
1,604,632  and  1,620,224  respectivelr ;  and  of  Chinese  ships,  other 
than  junks,  136,765  and  138,607  respectively. 

27.  The  total  of  foreign  ocean-going  tonnage  which  entered 
and  cleared  was  2,425,086  and  2,425,311  respectively. 

28.  The  comparative  shipping  return  for  the  years  1899  and 
1900  shows,  in  the  case  of  vessels  under  the  British  flag,  an 
increase  of  103  ships,  measuring  430,182  tons;  but  there  was 
a  decrease  in  the  river  trade  under  the  British  flag  of  111  vessels 
of  58,317  tons.  This  may  be  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  certain 
British  steamers  engaged  in  the  West  Biver  trade  were  sold. 

29.  Many  of  the  Chinese  merchant  steamere  were  transferred 
to  the  British  flag.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  percentage 
of  "  tramp  "  steamers,  principally  carrying  coal.  The  size  of 
many  of  the  steamers  of  the  regular  lines  on  the  home  routes, 
especially  of  the  German  Steamers,  has  increased  in  a  marked 
degree. 

30.  The  Scottish  Oriental  Steamship  Co.  was  transferred  to 
the  German  &&g,  thus  increasing  German  tonnage  by  62,057  tons 
in  arrivals,  and  68,806  tons  in  departures. 

°  Not  printed. 
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91.  Ab  compared  with  1899,  the  British  tonna^  increased  by  HovoSm^ 
4.93  per  cent.,  and  the  foreign  tonnage  by  3.20  per  cent.  iwa 

III. — Legislation. 

1.  There  were  in  all  36  Ordinances  passed  during  last  year. 
Of  these,  six  were  Naturalization  Ordinances,  while  17  were 
concerned  with  the  amendment  of  Ordinances  already  in  force. 

2.  Three  Ordinances  were  passed  in  connection  with  the  New 
Territory,  by  far  the  widest  in  scope  being  Ordinance  No,  30, 
under  which  the  operation  of  such  laws  of  this  Colony  as  were 
not  already  in  force  in  the  New  Territories  was  extended  to  a 
certain  portion  of  those  territories.  ^ 

3.  It  was  during  last  year  that  the  Chief  Justice,  Sir  John 
Carrington,  made  his  generous  offer  to  prepare  a  new  edition  of 
the  Hongkong  Ordinances,  and  accordingly  at  the  close  of  Iha 
year  a  Bill  was  passed  to  make  provision  for  the  preparation 
and  publication  of  a  new  and  revised  edition  of  the  Statute 
Laws  of  the  Colony.  The  first  step  was  thus  taken  towards  a 
much  needed  codification  of  the  laws  of  Hongkong. 

4.  Ordinances  were  also  passed  for  the  establishment  of  a 
hospital  for  infectious  diseases  in  connection  with  the  Tung  Wa 
Hospital ;  for  the  imposition  of  fees  for  the  issue  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Hongkong  of  certain  certificatee  to  certain  Chinese ;  and 
for  the  provision  of  more  effectual  means  to  ensure  the  obserr- 
ance,  by  those  in  charge  of  certain  steam-launches,  of  reasonable 
precautions  against  piracy  and  robbery, 

I V .  —R  D  PCAT  ION. 

1.  At  the  close  of  1900  there  were  in  this  Colony  13  Govern- 
ment schools  and  91  Grant-in-aid  schools,  purporting  to  give 
an  education  to  7,481  children.  Of  this  number,  no  less  than 
1,440  scholars  are  claimed  by  Queen's  College.  The  remaining 
103  schools  are  thus  left  with  an  average  of  not  quite  69  pupils 
each,  the  smallest  number  in  any  given  school  being  12.  This 
state  of  affairs  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory,  and  it  seems 
desirable  while  diminishing  the  number  of  educational  centres 
to  cultivate  greater  uniformity  in  the  system  and  object  of  teach- 
ing adopted  by  the  various  scholastic  esablishments. 

2.  There  are  five  schools  in  the  Colony— Queen's  College  being 
by  far  the  most  considerable — which  give  an  education  both  in 
English  and  in  Chinese.  Twenty-one  schools  offer  an  education 
in  English  only,  while  in  the  remainder  only  Chinese  is  taught. 

3.  No  satisfactory  provision  for  the  education  of  European 
children  exists  in  Hongkong.  Whilst  European  parents  prefer 
to  have  their  sons  and  danght«rs  educated  at  home,  a  preference 
dictated  by  climatic  and  other  reasons,  there  are  not  a  few 
Snropeans  now  in  the  Colony  who  are  unable  to  afford  to  ieoA 


,  Google 


J*  COLOMIAL    REPOHTS — ANNUAL. 

^OHoKoKO,  their  children  to  Europe.     It  would  seem  only  just  that  educa- 
IWft        tional  faciHties  which  are  at  present  wanting  should  be  afforded 
for  such  children. 

4.  The  education  of  Chinese  should  have  as  its  two  objects  the 
instruction  of  the  native  pupils  in  their  own  language,  and  in 
English.  Anything  further  would  seem  at  present  to  be  pre- 
mature, eave  in  the  case  of  a  veiy  few  exceptionally  clever 
scholars.  If  the  Chinese  boy  on  leaving  school  is  equipped  with 
a  sound  knowledge  of  English,  his  so-called  "  secondary  "  educa- 
tion may  confidently  be  left  in  his  own  hands,  and  its  evolution 
will  depend  on  circumstance  and  opportunity.  It  is  more  than 
doubtful  whether  this  principle  is  at  present  realized  with 
sufficient  clearness. 


V. — Public  Woeks. 

1.  The  total  expenditure  on  Public  Works  during  the  year 
was  a  sum  of  |683,946.74.  This  shows  an  increase  of  $232,581.23 
over  the  expenditure  under  this  head  in  1899. 

2.  The  designs  for  the  new  Law  Courts  were  prepared  in 
England  by  the  Consulting  Architects  to  the  Colonial  Office. 
The  plans  for  the  piled  foundations  were  prepared  locally,  a 
satisfactory  contract  for  the  work  was  let  in  July,  1900,  and 
good  progress  has  since  been  made. 

3.  A  new  Police  Station  was  built  on  a  site  selected  above 
the  Cattle  Depots  on  the  road  leading  to  the  Fokfulam  Head. 
The  work  was  completed  on  the  Ist  October.  Police  Stations 
are  also  being  built  at  Saikung  and  Shataukok  in  the  New 
Territory. 

4.  The  Public  Works  Department  Store  at  Wanchai  was  com- 
pleted early  in  the  year.  All  stores  previously  deposited  at 
Crosby  Store  in  Queen's  Itoad  and  in  a  rented  building  on 
Praya  East  were  tben  removed  to  the  new  store,  where  they  were 
arranged  and  catalogued. 

5.  The  construction  of  two  new  latrines  was  completed  during 
the  year,  while  three  more  are  being  built.  A  chair  shelter 
for  coolies  has  also  been  constructed  at  the  Peak  Tram  Station. 

6.  Good  progress  was  made  on  the  Fokfulam  Conduit  Road 
during  the  year,  and  plans  and  estimates  are  ready  for  its  com- 
pletion as  far  as  a  junction  with  Robinson  Road.  It  has  been 
decided  that  the  Harlech  Road  at  the  Peak  should  be  taken  over 
and  completed  by  the  military  authorities,  to  give  acce^  to  sites 
for  batteries  on  the  High  West  and  for  buildings  beyond  to  the- 
North  of  the  hill's  saddle.  The  trunk  road  to  Taipo  in  the  New 
Territory  is  still  in  course  rf  construction. 

7.  A  contract  for  building  a  Peak  Residence  for  the  Governor 
has  been  let,  and  fair  progress  was  made  during  tbe  year.  The- 
■tone  foundations  of  Ulc  main  building  are  well  advanced,  and 
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Hie  vood-work  of  the  doors  and  windows  was  in  coarse  of  pre-  HunuKom* 
pftration.  1900.    : 

8.  On  the  29th  November,  the  Governor  opened  to  the  public 
a  new  pier  opposite  the  end  of  Pedder  Street,  200  feet  long  by 
40  feet  wide,  now  known  as  Blake  Pier.  The  base  was  designed 
to  carry  the  new  Clock  Tower  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  ta 
take  the  place  of  that  which  stands  in  Pedder  Street,  and  which 
haa  become  on  obstruction  to  the  trafBc. 

VI. — GOVEENUENT   InSTITUTIOHS. 

(a.)  Hospitals. 

1.  A  total  number  of  2,913  caaes  were  admitted  into  the 
Government  Civil  Hospital  during  the  year  19O0,  showing  an 
increase  of  1  per  cent,  over  the  number  of  admissions  in  the 
previous  year.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  operations  were 
performed,  of  which  only  seven  ended  fatally. 

2.  Fifty-four  (54)  cases  were  admitted  into  the  Maternity 
Hospital,  as  against  -36  in  1899.  Six  deaths  occurred  among  the 
patients. 

3.  The  hospital  hulk  Hygekt  was  not  used  during  the  year,  aa 
the  accommodation  at  the  Kennedy  Town  Hospital  is  now  suffi- 
cient. It  is  proposed  to  use  the  Hygeia  for  quarantined  pas- 
sengers under  examination. 

4.  One  hundred  and  seven  (107)  oases  of  plague  were  treated 
at  the  Kennedy  Town  Infectious  Hospital  during  the  year,  with 
a  mortality  of  77.5  per  cent. ;  83  cases  ended  fatally.  Fifteen 
cases  of  beri-beri,  with  one  death,  were  also  treated. 

5.  The  admissions  to  the  gaol  hospital  numbered  495,  as  com- 
pared with  503  in  1899.  Six  deaths  occurred  from  natural 
causes,  and  there  were  two  executions. 

6.  The  number  of  patients  in  the  wards  of  the  Tung  Wa 
Hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  154;  2,981  were 
admitted  duriiLg  1900,  making  a  total  of  3,135  cases  treated. 
There  were  1,267  deaths,  the  high  late  of  mortality  being  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  lower  classes  of  the  Chinese  community 
regard  this  hospital  as  not  alone  a  place  for  the  treatment  of 
diseases,  but  also  a  refuge  in  which  to  die.  A  free  site  has 
been  granted  on  the  western  side  of  Inland  Lot  1,082  for  the 
erection  of  a  permanent  branch  hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
contagious  diseases.  This  new  hospital  will  take  the  place  of 
the  temporary  matsheds  which  have  hitherto  been  built  for  the 
reception  of  infectious  cases. 

{b.)  lAtnatu!  Asylum. 

1.  The  Lunatic  Asylum  is  divided  into  European  and  Chinese 

-wards.     109  patients  were  admitted.    There  was  an  increase 

in  the  number  of  Chinese  patients  treated,  vis.,  97  at  againit 
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ij  (c.)  Reformatory. 

8.  The  BelilioB  Befonnator;  vas  opened  during  1900,  but  at 
the  oloee  of  \h»  year  no  case  bad  been  admitted. 

{d.)  PvhUe  MarUtary. 

9.  Daring  the  year  1,713  bodies  were  removed  to  the  Public 
Mortuary. 

(e.)  Vaedne  Imtiiute  and  Government  Lahoratory. 

10.  The  Vaccine  In«titate  has  been  working  throughout  tJie 
year  under  the  Colonial  Veterinaiy  Surgeon,  and  the  lymph  has, 
as  usual,  given  Batisfactiou.  321  articles  were  examined  during 
the  year  in  the  Qovemmeat  Laboratoiy. 

if.)  Pd  Leung  Kuk. 

11.  I  append  a  return"  showing  the  work  of  the  Pb  L6ang 
Euk,  a  society  for  the  protection  of  women  and  children,  for 
the  year  1900.  The  number  of  persons  admitted  to  the  homa 
was  337,  ae  against  252  in  1899.  The  balance  to  tlie  credit 
of  the  fund  was  |13,G97.99  at  the  close  of  1900.  and  the  sub- 
scriptions for  the  year  show  an  increase  of  |1,469.80  over  the 
aubecriptions  for  1899.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  services 
of  a  female  teacher  were  engaged,  and  the  inmates  now  receive 
regular  elemental?  instruction. 

ig.)  Fire  Brigade. 

12.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  the  ^axa.  Pak  Hong 
Fire  Brigade  was  re-organized  and  placed  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  the  ofBcers  of  tlie  Government  Fire  Brigade, 
which  is  itself  a  eub-department  of  the  Police  and  under  the 
control  of  the  Captain  Superintendent  of  Police.  The  Nam 
Pak  Hong  now  maintains,  at  its  own  cost,  eiic  trained  firemen, 
while  two  Bremen  of  the  G-ovemment  Brigade  reside  in  the 
station  bouse  with  them. 

13.  There  were  51  fires  and  74  incipient  fires  during  the 
year,  causing  an  estimated  damage  of  {130,599.73  and  $729.10 
respectively.     The  brigade  turned  out  61  times  during  the  year. 

{h.)  Police. 

14.  The  total  strength  of  the  Police  Force,  which  stood  at 
630  in  189S,  and  at  827  in  1899,  has  been  increased  to  929,  an 
increase  necessitated  by  additional  work  in  connection  with  the 
New  Territory.  To  keep  pace  with  this  increase  in  the  numbers 
of  the  men,  tie  staff  of  officers,  which  had  previously  consisted 

*  Not  printed. 
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only  of  a  Captain    Superintendent  of    Police  and  a   Deputy  HoKfl  Koa* 
Superintendent  of  Police,  was  doubled  by  the  appointment  of        1^** 
two  Assistant  Superintendenta  of  Police,  though  only  one  of 
these  was  actually  employed  in  police  work  during  the  year. 

15.  New  Police  Stationa  at  Kennedy  Town  and  at  Shataukok 
were  completed  and  occupied  by  the  Police  on  the  Ist  and 
20th  October  respectively,  while  new  stations  are  also  in  course 
of  construction  at  West  Point  and  at  Saikung. 

16.  The  conduct  of  the  contingent  was  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory, several  sergeants  and  constables  being  rewarded  for  their 
energy  and  Eoal. 

(*.)  Prison. 

17.  Victoria  gaol  at  the  present  time  contains  600  separate 
cells  and  14  association  cells.  It  is  thus  possible  to  confine  514 
persons  on  the  separate  system;  while  in  case  of  emergency 
670  persons  could  be  confined  by  placing  five  prisoners  in  each 
association  cell.  The  daily  average  oi  prisoners  in  the  gaol 
numbered  486  in  1900,  as  compared  with  434  in  the  previous 
year,  and  610  in  1898.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  gaol  was 
good. 

18.  There  were  126  prisoners  convicted  from  the  New  Ter- 
ritory during  the  year. 

19.  One  hundred  and  seventy-six  (176)  prisoners  were  em- 
pl<^ed  on  non-productive  labour  during  1900.  The  remaining 
310  were  utilised  either  in  manufactures,  in  building,  or  in  the 
service  of  the  prison,  and  the  profit  on  thia  labour  for  the  year 
amounted  to  $8,394.26. 

VII. — Jtomcial  Statisttcs. 

1.  I  append  tables*  showing:  — 

(a.)  The  number  of  summary  convictions  in  the  Policei 
Court  for  various  classes  of  offences,  and  the  kind 
of  punishment  inflicted. 

(&.)  The  number  of  indictments  and  informations  in  thft 
Supreme  Court  of  Hongkong. 

{e.)  A.  comparison  of  the  number  of  offences,  apprehen- 
sions, convictions,  and  acquittals  for  the  last  five 
years. 

2.  There  was  an  increase  in  serious  offences  of  140  cases,  or 
4.12  per  cent.,  and  in  minor  ofEences  of  710  cases,  or  12.6  per  cent. 
It  was  found  early  in  the  year  that  one  Police  Magistrate  could 
not  cope  with  the  constantly  increasing  work,  and  accordingly 
a  Magistrate  was  appointed  to  hear  cases  at  Tdip6,  in  the 
New  Territory,  while  a  Second  Magistrate  was  also  appointeil 
to  act  in  the  Police  Court  at  Victoria. 

3.  Two  murderera  were  convicted  and  hanged  in  1900. 

*  Not  printed. 
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t,  VIII. — Vital  Statistics, 

(a.)  Population. 

1.  The  population  of  the  Colony,  at  the  Census  taken  in 
January,  1897,  was  248,880,  while  at  the  CensuB  taken  in  January, 
1901,  it  was  283,975,  exclusive  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  which 
amounted  to  13,237  (Army  7,640,  Navy  5,597).  The  total 
population  of  the  Colony,  including  the  Army  and  Navy,  was 
efltimated  at  283,418  up  to  the  middle  of  1900. 

2.  The  population  of  the  New  Territory,  which  ia  exclusively 
Chinese,  was  estimated  at  100,000  in  the  year  1899, 


(6,)  Pvilie  Health. 

3.  Nine  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (939)  births  («id  6,773  deaths 
were  registered  during  the  year.  This  is  equal  to  a  general 
hirth-rate  of  3.3  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  4.3  per  1,000  in 
1899,  and  to  a  general  death-rate  of  23.9  per  1,000,  as  compared 
*ith  23.8  per  1,000  in  1899. 

4,  The  Matahed  Hospital  at  Kennedy  Town  was  re-opened 
for  the  reception  of  plague  cases,  and  was  in  use  from  the 
16th  May  to  16th  August.  The  number  of  admisaions  was  224, 
of  whom  200  died.  In  addition  to  this,  107  cases  of  plague  were 
treated  in  the  Kennedy  Town  Hospital  itaelf,  with  a  mortality 
of  77.5  per  cent.  The  total  number  of  cases  reported  during  the 
year  was  1,082,  and  the  total  number  o£  deaths  was  1,034,  as 
against  1,486  and  1,428  in  the  preceding  year. 

6.  There  were  only  17  deaths  from  small-pox  last  year; 
whereas  in  the  three  previous  years  the  numbers  had  been  35, 
110,  and  209.  This  continued  decrease  has  resulted  in  a  marked 
apathy  in  regard  to  vaccination,  the  total  number  of  vaccinations 
recorded  being  2,123  less  than  in  1899. 

6.  The  number  of  deaths  frdm  beri-beri  almost  doubled  during 
the  year,  the  disease  being  confined  to  the  Chinese  population. 

7.  Malarial  and  enteric  fevers  were  more  prevalent  than  m 
1899.  There  was  a  considerable  mortality  among  the  troops 
from  malarial  fever. 

8.  In  connection  with  this  question  of  malaria  an  interesting 
experiment  was  tried.  The  military  sanatorium  has  been 
abandoned  for  several  years  on  account  of  the  continued  suffer- 
ing of  the  troops  stationed  there  from  malarial  fever.  Under  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Young,  employed  in  the  China  Expeditionary 
Force,  tiie  brushwood  was  cut  down  for  a  distance  of  three  to 
four  hundred  yards,  swampy  places  were  drained,  and  ano- 
pheles pools  filled  in.  For  several  months  a  company  of  Indian 
troops  has  been  stationed  at  the  sanatorium,  and  the  health  of 
the  men  is  excellent. 
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(c)  Sanitation. 


9.  Under  the  proviBionB  of  the  Insanitary  Properties  Ordinance 
of  1899,  a  large  number  of  buildings  throughout  the  Colony  have 
now  been  provided  with  back-yards.  The  result  ia  a  perceptible 
improTement  in  the  lighting  nnd  ventilation  of  the  back  part  of 
these  dwellings. 

10.  The  questions  of  the  excessive  height  of  buildings,  and  of 
the  resumption  of  insanitary  or  obetructive  buildings  are  als» 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

11.  The  City  of  Victoria  is  divided  into  ten  Health  Sistricle, 
with  an  Inspector  of  Nuiaancea  in  charge  of  each.  There  are 
also  five  first-class  Inspectors  for  the  City,  each  of  whom  has 
the  general  supervision  of  two  districts. 

12.  Of  the  ten  Health  DiBtrictH,  Kds.  5  and  6,  which  are 
situated  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  show  acute  surface  ovei- 
crowding,  while  Districts  9,  4,  8,  and  7  are  almost  as  densely 
crowded.  The  average  density  of  population  in  the  whole  city 
is  126  persons  per  acre,  or  a  percentage  of  66  persons  per  acre 
in  excess  oi  that  of  Glasgow,  itself  the  most  densely  crowded  of 
the  36  large  towns  of  Gtreat  Britain.  It  is  hoped  that  the  pro- 
jected construction  of  tramways  from  East  to  West  Point  may 
help  to  relieve  this  congestion. 

13.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  tiie  Sanitary  and  Building 
Ordinances  of  the  Colony  were  extended  to  that  portion  of  New 
Territory  between  the  shore  and  the  first  range  of  the  Kowloon 
bills,  thus  bringing  on  area  on  the  mainland  of  18  square  miles, 
with  a  sea-front^e  of  some  ten  miles,  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Sanitary  Board. 

{d.)  Climate. 

14.  The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  73.73  inches,  as  com' 
pared  with  72.7  inches  in  1899.  The  wettest  month  was  June, 
^Le  driest  was  September. 

16.  The  average  daily  amount  of  sunshine  throughout  the  year  . 
was  6.03  hours,  and  on  28  days  only  was  no  sun^ine  recorded. 

16.  The  average  monthly  temperature  during  the  year  was 
71,6°  F.,  as  compared  with  71.9°  in  the  previous  year.  The 
monthly  temperature  was  highest  in  August  and  lowest  in 
January.  The  highest  recorded  temperature  during  the  year 
being  97°  F.  in  the  former  month,  and  the  lowest  37.5°  F.  in 
the  latter. 

17.  I  append  a  table*  showing  the  direction  and  force  of  the 
wind.  The  most  memorable  storm  during  the  year  was  the 
typhoon  of  the  9th  and  10th  November. 

That  tyi^oon  began  on  the  night  of  the  9tb,  increasing  in 
intensity  with  the  wind  from  N.E.    About  3   a.m.,  the  centrp 
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Hos^Koaa,  paBsed  over  Hon^koog,  when  the  vind  blew  with  terrific  force 
190(1  from  the  S.W.,  and  within  fonr  houn  over  110  juoks  and  10 
steam-lauaches  were  sunk,  with  a  loss  of  about  200  lives. 
H.M.S.  Sandpiper  aank  at  her  moorings,  her  crew  being,  with 
one  exception,  gallantly  rescned  by  H.M.S.  Otter,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Wilkin,  B.N.  The  dredger  Canton  River,  a 
large  vessel  just  out  from  England  for  work  on  the  Naval  Dock, 
was  also  blown  over  and  sunk.  One  man  was  washed  ofl  the 
wreck.  Wie  remainder  of  the  crew  were  rescued  with  difficulty 
by  a  boat  from  H.M.S.  Tamar,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
the  Honourable  Fit*  Walter  Butler,  B.N. 


IX. POSTAI.  AND  TbLEPHOHE   SeAVICE. 

(a.)  Pott. 

1.  The  troubles  in  the  North  of  China,  and  the  consequent 
despatch  of  the  China  Expeditionary  Force,  added  very  consider- 
ably to  the  work  of  the  Post  Office.  There  was  a  nett  increase 
of  387,060  in  the  total  of  international  and  local  correspondence 
dealt  with  as  compared  with  the  previoos  year. 

2.  The  Indian  Postal  Administration  opened  a  Base  Prat 
Office  in  Hongkong,  and  to  that  office  everything  received  at 
the  General  Post  Office  for  the  China  Field  Force  was  im- 
mediately sent. 

3.  The  trouble  in  the  North  has  also  delayed  the  completion 
of  the  Convention  for  the  Partial  Postal  Union  between  this 
Colony  and  China,  which  had  already  been  forwarded  for  execu- 
tion. This  Convention  should  certainly  be  completed  as  soon  as 
circumstances  will  permit. 

4.  The  sale  of  stamps  in  Hongkong  realized  f217,613.24,  or 
$820.79  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  It  is  hoped  thai  ^e 
increasing  volume  of  correspondence  will  gradually  remove  the 
loss  of  116,404.32  which  was  incurred  in  1899  owing  to  the 
adoption  of  the  penny  postage  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  to 
the  majority  of  the  British  Colonies. 

6.  The  nett  profit  on  the  year's  transactions  at  the  Hongkong 
Post  Office  was  f  90,340.25.  This  shows  a  gratifying  increase  of 
$10,333.65  over  the  previous  year's  balance. 


(b.)  TeUpfumet. 

6.  All  the  Qovemment  telephone  lines  have  been  kept  in  good 
repair.  Considerable  expenditure  was  found  to  be  necessary  in 
the  New  Territory,  where  most  of  the  poles  are  of  timber.  The 
Police  Station  at  San  Tin   was  connected   by  telephone  with 
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SM  Tsni   Police  Stations,    whereby  a  great   improTement  in 
•efficiency  was  efteoted. 


X. — ^MlLlTABY    FOBCES    AHD    KxPENDrTUBE. 

1.  I  append  a  return*  showing  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
military  forces  employed  in  the  Colony  during  1900. 


(a.)  RegiUar  Forees. 

2.  The  total  strength  of  troops  in  garrison  on  the  SOth  Jane 
"was  3,116,  ae  ccHnpatvd  with  3,098  in  the  previous  year.  There 
were  in  addition  81  British  women  with  160  British  children, 
and  82  Asiatic  women  with  139  Asiatic  children  on  the  strength. 
The  reduction  in  the  number  of  the  troops  in  the  Colony  at  the> 
mid-year  is  explained  by  the  absence  of  a  large  number  oil 
■Bervic©  with  the  China  Expeditionary  Force  in  the  North. 

3.  At  the  Census  taken  in  January,  1901,  there  were  5,601 
officers  and  men,  with  2,139  camp  followers  resident  in  Uie 
Colony,  making  a  total  of  7,640. 

4.  The  Colony  contributed  t691,789.78  (17i  per  cent,  of  its 
revenue)  in  aid  of  military  expenditure  in  Hongkong,  beaidee 
124,800.00  for  defence  works,  making  a  total  of  |616,689.78. 
There  was  no  expenditure  towards  barrack  service  during  the 
year. 

(b.)  Volunteer  Foreei. 

5.  The  total  establishment  of  the  Volunteer  Corpp  was  366  of 
all  ranks,  as  against  350  in  1899. 

6.  The  expenditure  on  this  Corps,  which  is  borne  entire^  by 
tiie  Colony,  was  f39,096.33  for  the  year. 


(c.)  Conttahdary. 

7.  The  Eunqiean  Police,  153  in  number,  and  the  Indian  Police, 
366  in  number,  are  a  Constabulary  Force,  being  armed  with 
Hartini-Enfield  carbines. 


Taking  everything  into  consideration,  I  think  the  general 
progress  tA  the  Colony,  during  the  year  1900,  may  be  regarded 
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HoMoEoMQ,  as  Batisfactoiy.    Its  financial  poeition  is  sound,  aad  ita  trade  has 
1900.       been  good.     The  recuireace  of  plague  is  the  most  uneatiBfaotory 

feature.     Every  effort  should  be  continued  to  get  rid   of  this 

pest.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  those  improvements  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Colony,  which  all  desire  to  see  effected 
as  soon  as  poraible,  may  help  to  get  rid  of  this  disease  altogether, 
or  at  any  rate  prevent  its  becoming  a  regular  visitor. 


J.  H.  StEWABT  IiOCKHABT, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


His  Excellency 

Sir  Henry  A.  Blake,  G.C.M.G., 
Governor,  Ac 
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FBtHTED    FOB    HIB    HAJESTTI}    8TA.TK>MIST    OFFtOB.. 
Bt  DABUNO  a  BON,  Lnt.,  84-U^  Biom  Snmc,  B. 
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No.  369. 

HONG  KONG. 


REPORT    FOR  1901. 

(Tor  Eeporti  for  1900,  ii-e  So.  340.) 


)}rc&cutcli  to  both  $onsce  of  Sacliamtnt  fag  Commanti  of  $»  JEajests. 
Octoher,  1902. 


LONDOK: 

PBISTED    FOR     HIS     MAJESTY'S    STATIONERY    OFFICE, 
Bt  DABLINO  k  SON,  Its..  34^,  Baoox  Sibxk,  E. 

And  to  tw  pnrchMed,  aitlier  dliectlj  or  throng:h  ksj  Boobeller,  from 

ETRE  ft  SPtfWlS  W  CODE ,  East    HABDma   Stbeit,  Flebt  Stbbxt,  S.C, 

and  32,  ABmsDon  Stbibt,  WBariiiHBTM.  B.W-j 

or  OLITEB  &  BOTD,  BimiBUSsa; 

or  E.  FONSONBT,  118.  Okattoh  STssrc,  Dmux. 


,  [Ca.  78S--J1I.]     Priw  IH. 
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The  Collowiog,  among  other,  reporta  relatinjf  to  Hia  MajeBiiy  b 
Colonial  PoeBsasioos  have  been  issned,  and  may  be  obtained  trom 
the  sonrces  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 
ANNUAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

346 

Sorthem  Nigari* 

1900-1901 

347 

British  Solomon  IsUncU          

348 

Logon      

1900 

349 

BrJtisb  Qniana  ... 

1900-1901 

360 

St.  Vinoont 

1900 

351 

1900-1901 

362 

Cocoa  Islands     ... 

1901 

353 

Southern  Nigeria 

1900 

354 

Bermndft 

1901 

366 

Gambia 

356 

Falkland  lalauda 

357 

Northein  Tamtories  of  the  Gold  Coast       

358 

Malta      

359 

Qibraltar 

360 

StraitB  Settlements 

361 

Sierra  Leone      ... 

362 

British  Honduras 

363 

Turks  and  Caicna  lalands        

" 

364 

SeycbelloB 

365 

1901-1903 

Fiji          



1901 

367 

CoTlon    

366 

BarbadOT 



1901-1902 

MISOELLANBOOS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Subject. 

1 

GoldCoaat        

2 

Zululand 

Forests. 

3 

Sierra  Leone      

Geology  and  Boteny. 

4 

Canada   

BroigratioD. 

6 

Bahamas 

Siaal  Industry. 

6 

Hong  Kong       

Newfonndund 

Bubonic  Plague. 

7 

Mineral  Resources. 

8 

Western  Pacific 

BritiBh  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica           

Agriculture. 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

Condition  during  1897. 

11 

Grenada 

Agrionhure  in  Carriacou. 

12 

AngoUla 

13 

Cook  Islands     

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas 

Fibre  Industry. 

16 

Canada 

Legal  Status  of  British  North 
American  Indians. 

16 

Medical  Beports. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Ellioe  Islands        ... 

Report  for  1890-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong       

durmg  1900. 
Medindlleporta. 

19 

20 

Wei-Hai-Wei 

Qeneral  Report 
Report  on  Ouibs. 

21 

Dominica           

,  Google 


HONO    KON6,    1901. 

No.  369. 
HONG     KONG 

(For  Eeport  for  1900,  tae  Xo.  340.) 


AcTiHO-GkiTBBiToa  G-ASooiQNX  to  Mb.  Chakberlain. 

Gtovemment  House, 
Hong  Kong,  Augusb  29Qi,  1903. 
Sib, 

I  HATE  the  hoaour  to  Babmit  tlie  following  general  Beport 
in  connection  with  the  Blue  Book  for  1901. 

I.— FINANCES. 

The  Revenue  for  the  year  1901,  exclusive  of  land  sales,  was 
$3,973,678,  or  |636,523  more  than  the  oBtimate;  inclusiye  of 
land  sales  the  total  Revenue  wad  14,213,893.  The  Expenditure, 
exclusive  of  the  cost  of  Public  Workei  Extraordinary,  was 
$3,723,249,  or  |455,317  more  -than  the  estimate;  including  the 
heavy  outlay  on  Public  Works  Extraordinary,  the  total  expen- 
diture was  $4,111,722.  There  was  thus  an  excess  of  Revenue 
over  Expenditure  of  $103,171. 

The  sources  of  Revenue  which  proved  most  productive  and  were 
chiefly  responsible  for  the  excess  of  actual  over  estimated  receipts 
were  the  opium  monopoly,  the  assessed  taxes,  chair  and  jin- 
ricksha and  some  other  forms  of  licences,  the  Post  Office,  and 
stone  quarries. 

The  items  which  yielded  a  smaller  sum  than  the  estimate  were 
not  numerous,  and  represented  no  very  large  amounts,  with  the 
exception  of  the  item  of  New  Territory  Land  Revenue,  Irom 
which  a  sum  of  $140,000  had  been  anticipat«d  and  only  $28,783 
received.  This  retam,  however,  comparer  well  with  that  of 
1900,  when  only  $1,300  was  collected  from  this  eource.  As  has 
already  been  pointed  out  in  New  Territory  reports,  the  diffi- 
culties in  connection  with  the  settlement  of  land  claims  make 
the  collection  of  Crown  rent  a  slow  process. 

The  fiffures  quoted  above  do  not  represent  the  whole  of  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  New  Territory  during  1901,  as  they  do 
not  include  its  share  in  the  considerable  increases  to  Oeneral 
Revenue  derived  &om  the  opium  monopoly  and  other  mis- 
cellaneous sources. 

The  amount  realised  from  land  sales  was  much  less  than  that 
realised  in  1900.  In  that  ye^  more  than  $816,000  was  received 
from  ^B  source;  in  1901  only  $240,315,  or  nearly  $160,000  less 
than  the  estimate. 

127e3'— 76— 10/1903    Wt  28616    D  Jt  S-B  A  2 
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II.— TRADE,  INDUSTRIES,  FISHERIES. 
AGRICULTURE  AND  LAND. 


(A.)  Tbadb  and  Shipping. 

The  following  table  ahowa  the  principal  articles  of  import  in 
the  year  1901  in  veeeels  of  European  construction,  compared  with 
eimiUr  retumB  for  ]  900.     The  figures  represent  ihe  tonnage :  — 


ArticlM. 

1900. 

1901. 

Wa«. 

Decreaie. 

Beww     

560 

1,290 

780 

Coal        

1,045,812 

917,144 

128,668 

Cotton  yarn  and  cotton 

19,993 

14,423 

6,670 

Floor      

164,111 

145,287 

8824 

Hamp     

.W,105 

31,195 

22,910 

Kert^  (balk)           

64,732 

70,728 

5,996 

„     C««)        

69,979 

77,977 

7,998 

Liquid  fael        ...     ■ 

2.769 

3,973 

1,214 

Laid        

2,350 

260 

2,090 

Opinm 

31M 

2,872 

322 

lUtUm 

10,204 

3,488 

6,716 

Ei»        

«73,029 

618,780 

_ 

64,249 

Sandalwood       

3,Slt 

5.272 

1,461 

Sulphur             

22 

6S 

33 

Sugar     

238,863 

241,291 

2,428 

Tea        

6.393 

1,473 

4,920 

Timber 

82,31 1 

66,860 

15.451 

General 

1,172,094 

1,278,619 

106,625 

Total      

3,604.32-2 

3,480,H87 

126,385 

249,720 

■  TpwiMt 

2,143,749 

2,134,686 

_ 

9,164 

Onnd  Tot«l     ... 

5,748.071 

6,616,572 

126,385 

268,834 

Nett 



- 

132,499 

There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  coal  imports  as  compaied 
with  1900,  but  the  amount  imported  in  1900  was  far  above  the 
ftv'erage.  The  coal  imports  for  1898,  also,  were  stated  to  have 
been  abnormally  large,  but  the  returns  for  last  year  show  an 
increase  as  compared  with  that  year  of  neiirly  100,000  tons. 

The  principal  features  to  be  remarked  in  the  reported  trade 
of  the  Port  for  the  year  1901  are:  — 

(I.)  A  decrease  in  tihe  coal  imports  of  12*3  per  cent. 
(2.)  A  decrease  in  the  cotton  imports  of  27*8  per  cent. 
1ST6G  A  4 
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(3.)  A  decreaee  in  tte  rice  imports  of  8  per  cent. 
(4.)  A  decrease  in  the  timber  imports  of  18"7  per  cent. 
(§1)  A  decrease  in  the  Kemp  imports  of  42*3  per  cent. 
(6.)  An  increase  in  tie  general  imports  of  9'8  per  cent. 
(7.)  Also  small  increases  in  case  and  bulk  kerosine  and  in 
liquid  fuel. 
The  nett  decrease  in  import  cargo  is  123,335  tons  or  3"4  per 
cent. 

In  exports  tlere  appears  to  be  an  increase  of  150,823  tons  or 
7*7  per  cenb. 

In  transit  cargo,  a  decrease  of  9,163  tons  or  104  per  cent. 

The  import  trade  was  vei^  depressed  throughout  the  year.  In 
the  inteiior  of  China  therp  was  much  poverty,  and  trade  was 
hampered  by  unauthorised  exactions  on  goods  beyond  the  confines 
of  the  Treaty  Ports.  The  fall  in  the  exchange  of  silvor  and  the 
high  values  ruling  on  the  home  marketa — especially  in  raw 
cotton  and  all  cotton  fabricft--alao  militated  severely  against 
this  branch  of  trade. 

The  opium  trade  was  far  irom  prosperous  during  the  past 
year.  In  the  Bengal  drug,  owing  to  large  stocks  early  in  the 
season  and  a  declining  exchange  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year, 
the  business  done,  though  considerable,  was  productive  of  loss 
to  both  importers  and  native  dealers.  The  demand  for  Malwa 
was  poor  and  disappointing,  and  the  prices  obtained  left  no 
margin  for  profit.  Owing  to  the  Formosan  Government  being 
practically  the  only  buyer  of  superior  Persian,  the  rates  for 
this  drug  f«l]  from  |825  per  picul,  the  opening  quotation,  to 
$640  per  picul  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year. 

As  regards  the  trade  in  Indian  cotton  yarn,  the  year  under 
review  shows  a  decidedly  marked  improvement  over  the  previous 
twelve  months. 

The  imports  to  Hong  Kong  and  Shanghai,  which  showed  a 
shrinkage  of  close  upon  60  per  cent,  in  1900,  increased  f^ain 
over  100  per  cent,  during  the  jrast  twelve  months,  whilst  sales  in 
Hong  Kong  showed  an  excess  of  45,715  bales  and  those  in 
Shanghai  of  69,083  bales. 

A  great  and  importsmt  movement  has  taken  place  which  has 
opened  the  whole  of  the  markers  of  inland  Obina  to  the  world. 
Manufacturers  on  the  spot  will  certainly  be  unable,  at  least  for 
some  time,  to  meet  the  greatly  increased  demand  which  will  thus 
be  occasioned ;  and  in  the  meantime  India  may  fairly  hope  to  reap 
some  share  of  the  harvest,  more  especially  if  Lekin — a  veritable 
millstone  round  the  neck  of  this  trade — is  effectually  removed. 
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lliefonaviiig  fignieB  on  of  iaiereat:— 

Comparative  Tables  of  Imporli  and  Exports  and  Reported  Sales 
of  Indian  Grey  Varn  effected  in  Hon^  Kong  and  Sltantjhai 
during  the  years  1876  to  1901. 


Tear. 

ImpnrtB 

to  Hong 

Konfi 

from 

India. 

Direct 

from 
India  to 
Shanghai 
and  Japan. 

Total 
Imrortii 
toGhiM 
aadJ^>an 

Total 
SalM 
effected 
in  Hong 
KoDg. 

Total 

Sales  in 
Shanghai- 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bale«. 

Balea. 

Bales. 

ma    

17,598 

17,698 

6,758 

1877      

30,288 

30,289 

17,806 

1878      

37  799 

37,799 

30,0.SI 

1879      

47,338 

6.721 

54,05'J 

42.093 

1880      

60.2*56 

3,980 

64,246 

49,571 

1881      

66,706 

7:834 

03,639 

64,411 

1882      

82,2R6 

6,458 

88.744 

77,945 

1883      

97,200 

16,514 

113,714 

89,8R9 

1884      

137,075 

12,868 

149,933 

112,460 

1886      

160,221 

27,1164 

178,176 

147,894 

1886      

175,291 

60,089 

226,380 

142,974 

1887      

178,790 

88.435 

267,226 

182,162 

1888      

187,368 

90.242 

277.610 

182,198 

1889      

225,467 

104,850 

330,307 

197,941 

55,401 

1890      

209,689 

167,363 

377,042 

187.330 

104,016 

1891      

218,732 

171,l.tO 

389,862 

161,504 

134,337 

1892      

237,669 

186,.305 

423.874 

219,189 

154,386 

1893      

207,935 

119.1125 

327,660 

171,491 

112,786 

1894      

237,-260 

146.121 

384,381 

169,117 

129,938 

1896      

257,803 

144.250 

402,053 

213,854 

120,911 

1896      

251,367 

244,376 

500,743 

215,375 

151,936 

1897      

279,412 

167,623 

44:,0;t5 

187,948 

117,861 

18a8      

308,978 

168,467 

477,446 

221,144 

147,678 

1899      

316,369 

288,307 

603,670 

208,441 

167,860 

1900      

153,610 

110.409 

264,019 

162,277 

125,796 

1901       

291,886 

228,688 

520,573 

197,992 

1 

194,879 

Shiffivg. 

The  total  tonnf^e  entering  and  clearing  during  the  year  1901 
amounted  to  19,325,384  tone,  being  an  increase,  compared  with 
1900,  of  880,248  tons,  and  the  same  in  excess  of  any  preTiouB  year. 
Of  this  increase,  166,128  tons  are  due  to  the  fact  that  steam 
laoncheB  trading  to  porte  outside  the  Colony  have  been  included 
this  year,  whereas  in  former  years  they  hfvve  been  returned 
separately. 

There  were  46,349  arrivals  of  9,681,203  tons,  and  45,171  depar- 
tOTM  of  9,644,181  tons. 

Of  Brxtish  ocean-going  tonnage,  2,917,780  tons  entered,  and 
2,897,200  tons  cleared. 
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Of  Brituii  river  flt«ameTB,  1,69T;242  tons  entered,  and  1,701,417 
tone  cleared,  making  a  grand  total  of  Britisli  tonnage  of  9,213,639 
tons  entering  and  clearing. 

Of  foreign  ocean-going  tonnage,  2,637,662  tons  entered,  and 
2,609,902  tons  cleared. 
'  Of  foreign  rivor  Bteamers,  48,546  t<m8  entered,  and  49,503 
tons  cleared,    making    a   grand  total    of  foreign    tonnage   of 
5,345,430  tons  entering  and  clearing. 

Of  steam  launches  trading  to  porta  ontaide  the  Colony, 
82,664  tons  entered,  and  82,664  tons  cleared. 

Of  jnnks  in  foreign  trade,  1,631,272  tons  entered,  and  1,634,896 
tens  cleared. 


Of  junks  in  local  trade, 
tons  cleared. 


6,248  tons  entered,  and  I 


British  ocean-going  tonnage  represented 

,,       river 
Foreign  ocean-going 

„         river 
Steam  launches 
Junke  (foreign  trade) 
„     (local  trade) 


Per  cent. 

...  301 

,..  17-2 

...  27-5 
...  0-6 
...      0-9 

...  16-9 


The  actual  number  of  ships  of  Eoropean  eonstmciion  (ex- 
clusive of  river  steamers  and  steam  launches)  entering  the  Fort 
during  1901  was  682.  being  337  British  and  345  foreign.  Thus 
682  vessels  entered  3,570  times,  and  gave  a  total  tonnage  of 
5,555,332  tons.  A  compuison  of  the  Shipping  Returns  for  1900 
and  1901  appears  in  the  following  iaible,  from  which  it  will  be 
aeea  that  though  there  was  a  large  decrease  in  the  number  of 
vessels  under  the  British  flag  (chiefly  due  to  the  withdrawal  of 
some  river  steamers)  there  is  an  increase  in  Britash  tonnage  of 
68,441  tons. 


1900. 

1901. 

IncreMe. 

Dmtmm. 

Bhipc.    Tonnage. 

Ship,.!  Tonii.g«. 

Bhip«.!Tonn»ge. 

Ship.. 

Toimage. 

Britiih 

t»de.       ^^ 

7.611:    U,lfiu,19S 
a,42fl     4.8fiO,9fi9 

6,716 
4,092 
36,89* 

9,213,689 
6.346,602 

3,m,m 

-  1      bS,Ul 
668  !    478,586 

—  ,      41,813 

796 
81 

- 

Total       ... 

tG,a65  n,2*i,0is 

46.201 

17,826,809 

668  '    678,386 

827 

~ 

The  above  table  does  not  include  junks  in  local  trade,  the 
business  of  which  shows  an  increase  oi  more  than  700,000  tons 
over  that  of  the  preceding  year. 
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The  i»obleni  of  providing  berthing  accommodation  in  the 
harbour  for  the  ever-increasing  tonnage  frequenting  the  Fort 
)B  one  that  is  getting  more  difficult  each  year,  and  though  there 
may  not  be  any  very  pressing  necessity  just  at  present,  there 
can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that,  with  the  constant  advance  in 
aize,  draught,  and  niunber,  as  well  of  ahips  of  war  as  of  the 
mercantile  marine,  and  of  foreign  as  well  ae  British  shipping, 
the  water  space  will  soon  be  found  inadequate. 

The  following  tables,  as  showing  the  relative  importance  of 
the  shipping  conducted  under  the  various  national  flags,  will 
bs  of  interest:  — 


Entered. 

Nation&Uty  of  Teasels. 

Tewele. 

Tons. 

Tessele. 

Tons. 

Americ«n 

Ill 

155,667 

104 

147.711 

Aoatrisn 

63 

128,483 

51 

122,632 

BelgiM      

9 

12,407 

9 

12,407 

Brirkh       

3,360 

4,615,022 

3,355 

4,598,617 

Chineee     

138 

18,932 

140 

19,113 

Chinese  innka      

17,736 

1,631,272 

17,658 

1,634,896 

Corean       

1 

796 

796 

Damsh       

12 

26,903 

12 

25,905 

Dutch        

29 

40,872 

29 

40,872 

French       

328 

243,588 

328 

230,427 

German     

844 

1,242,642 

843 

1,239.967 

ItdiHi       

13 

18,782 

14 

19,502 

336 

692.981 

333 

688,140 

Norw^ian 

79 

78,004 

75 

73,821 

Portuguese           

83 

10,466 

83 

10,456 

Bnuisn     

4 

8,797 

4 

8,797 

Siamese     

2 

407 

Spanish      

1 

784 

1 

784 

Swedish     

7 

6,923 

7 

6,923 

No  flag      

1 

80 

7 

2,747 

Steam  launches  trading  to  ports 

1,542 

82,664 

1,542 

82,564 

outside  the  colony. 

Total 

24,687 

9,014,955 

23,066 

8,892,918 

(B.)   iNDDSTBIEa. 

During  the  year  1901  most  of  our  local  industries,  which  are 
chiefly  carried  on  upon  joint  stock  principles,  were  well  em- 
plc^ed  throughout  the  year,  with  satisfactory  results. 

Cotton  spinning  1^  the  local  company  was  hampered  I^  the 
plague.  The  results  to  original  shareholders  were  not  good, 
owing  to  the  initial  cost  of  the  mill  being  hig'her  than  originally 
estimated.     However,  the  capital  was  written  down  largely,  and 
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iresh  capital  brought  ia,  with  the  effect  tliat  tke  preoeut  con- 
dition of  the  compaa;  is  very  aatialactory,  sad  the  future  out- 
look promising.  Improved  dwelling*  for  their  operatives  are 
shortly  to  be  erected,  and  the  system  of  piece  work  has  be«n 
successfully  introduced. 

The  sugar  industry  has  been  hampered  by  the  large  importsr- 
tions  0^  Continental  bouiiiy-fed  sugar  into  Japan  and  other 
markets  which  used  to  draw  their  supplies  from  here. 

The  shippiug  industry  during  1901  was  prosperous  through- 
out the  year. 

Over-BpeculatioQ  in  shares  both  here  and  in  Shanghai  has  in 
many  cases  adversely  affected  the  value  of  shares  in  several  of 
the  local  undertakings,  but  I  think  that  this  is  merely  a  tem- 
porary condition  and  that  things  will  come  to  their  normad 
level  before  long. 

If  the  heavy  fall  in  silver  becomes  permanent,  it  must  even- 
tually stimulate  local  productions  in  many  directions,  particu- 
larly in  the  repairing  and  docking  of  ships,  as  this  work  can 
be  excellently  done  by  Chinese  under  European  supervision. 

The  local  dock  company  is  a  large  and  well  equipped  institu- 
■  tion,  and  the  docking  facilities  of  the  Colony  will,  in  the  course 
of  the  next  few  years,  be  largely  augmented  by  the  Admiralty  ■ 
dock  and  l^  considerable  works  of  the  same  sort  at  present  under 
construction  by  Messrs.  Butterfield  and  Swire  at  Quarry  Bay. 

The  Hong  Kong  Dock  Company  are  at  present  building  a 
large  river  steamer  for  the  Canton  route,  and  if  the  result  is 
satisfactory  a  considerable  development  in  ship-building  may 
show  itself,  especially  if  silver  remains  low. 

The  labour  question — the  crux  of  the  industrial  problem  here 
— gives  serious  food  for  thought,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
extension  of  the  boimdaries  of  the  Colony  may  make  it  possible 
to  provide  cheaper  and  healthier  house  accommodation  for  the 
labouring  classes,  so  that  the  two  chief  elements  of  industrial 
prosperity — cheap  labour  and  cheap  money — may  be  successfully 
united. 

At  present,  high  rents  and  some  unseen  influence — ^probably 
Chinese  guilds — militate  against  full  advantage  being  taken  of 
the  abundant  supply  of  labour  in  the  adjoining  provinces. 

(C.)  FlBHEEIBS. 

There  are  no  fisheries  of  importance.  The  local  demand  for 
salt  and  fresh  fish  is  met  by  fleets  of  fishing  junks  and  a  large 
number  of  net  stations,  and  the  fish  that  are  required  for  salting 
are  dried  and  salted  on  the  beach.  There  is  a  very  large  local 
demand  lor  fish  from  the  Canton  River,  which  are  brought  down 
alive  in  tanks  in  the  dai^  passenger  steamers. 
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(D.)  FoBESTBT,  Botanical  Science,  and  Agbicultdbe. 

The  ForeBtry  and  Botanical  Departmrat  ia  under  the  cbargs 
of  a  Superint^dent  and  AB»iBtaint  Superintendent,  aided  by  a 
large  staff  of  gardeners  and  foresters.  Perhaps  the  most  im- 
portant work  carried  on  by  tbis  Department  is  the  planting  of 
trees.  Campborg  ba:ve  been  planted  as  an  experiment  in  the 
New  Territory,  but  it  is  feared  that  tbey  cannot  be  grown  thera 
BO  as  to  give  an  adequate  return  on  the  capital  invested.  The 
experiment  was  not  successful,  but  will  be  repeated.  Kubbers 
were  also  tried,  but  the  climate  is  not  suitable  to  this  Central 
American  and  Malayan  tree  and  most  of  the  plants  died  in  the 
cold  season. 

Much  interesting  botanical  work  is  yearly  carried  on  in 
Hong  £ong.  Mr.  For3,  the  Superintendent,  has  shown  that  the 
total  nunvber  of  plants,  exclusive  of  mosses,  lichens,  sea-weeds 
and  fungi,  indigonoua  to  Hong  £ong,  is  1,397,  probably  more 
than  are  indigenous  to  the  whole  of  the  British  Isles.  Plants 
and  seeds  are  regularly  interchanged  with  other  botanical 
institutions,  and  the  number  of  plants  which  are  successfully 
introduced  into  the  Colony  by  this  means  is  constantly  increasing. 
It  is  hoped  that  before  long  an  experimental  economic  garden 
will  be  established  in  the  New  Territory  for  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing and  distributing  amongst  tbe  natives  new  plants  of 
economic  value. 

The  hilly  character  of  the  Island  and  its  comparative  absence 
of  fertilising  soil  has  prevented  agricultui'e  from  becoming  an 
active  source  of  industry  in  Hong  Kong.  The  acreage  of  cul- 
tivated land  in  the  Island  is  a  little  over  400  acres  only.  The 
old  dependency  of  British  Kowloon,  which  is  chiefly  composed  of 
level  ground,  contains  almost  tbe  same  amount  of  cultivated 
land.  This,  however,  tends  to  diminish  as  buildings  extend. 
The  only  part  of  the  Colony  where  agricultural  industries  can 
be  expected  to  thrive  ia  the  New  Territory,  which,  though  inter- 
sected by  extensive  ranges  of  barren  hills,  contains  valleys  where 
lice  and  sugar  and  other  crops  are  grown  with  success.  The 
acreage  of  cultivated  land  in  the  New  Territory  (including  the 
islands)  is  not  far  abort  of  100,000,  but  much  of  this  contains 
exceedingly  poor  soil  and  consists  of  minute  holdings  beloncring 
to  the  poorest  class  of  peasants.  The  Government  has  taken 
steps  to  introduce  some  better  qualities  of  sugar-cane  into  the 
New  Territory.  Some  aittempts  have  been  made  to  grow  the 
mulberry  bat  without  success. 

(E.)  Land  Grants  and  Genebal  Value  op  Land. 

The  available  amount  of  building  land  in  Hong  Kong,  except 
in  the  New  Territory,  is  so  limited  that  it  has  for  many  years 
commanded  a  very  high  price,  and  land  premia  and  Crown  rents 
form  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Colonial  Revenue.     Land  in 
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private  hands  has  proved  to  be  a  most  lucrative  source  of  wealth 
to  its  owners,  while  at  the  eame  time  its  scarcity  and  high  value 
have  tended  to  raise  hoiue-reitts  to  such  an  extent  as  to  serioualy 
embarraas  large  numbers  of  Chinese  and  European  tenants.  Very 
extensive  reclamation  works  have  been  and  are  still  beihff 
Buccessiully  carried  out,  and  large  areas  of  level  building  ground 
have  thereby  been  created.  It  is  hoped  that  before  long 
a  practical  commenoetnent  will  be  made  of  a  new  reclamation 
which  will  extend  from  the  naval  dockyard  in  the  centre  of  the 
town  to  Causeway  Bay  in  the  Eaat. 

The  sales  of  Crown  land  in  1901  were,  as  ha«  been  already 
stated,  much  less  than  those  in  1900. 


III.— LEGISLATION. 


Thirty-seven  Ordinances  were  passed  during  1901,  of  wliitb 
fifteen  were  amendments  of  Ordinances  already  in  iorce,  and  two 
were  private  Ordinances  for  tho  naturalisation  of  Chinese. 

From  the  Imperial  point  of  view  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
important  measures  of  the  year  va»  the  first  Ordinance,  which 
radsed  the  annual  military  contribution  of  the  Colony  trom  17^ 
per  cent,  to  20  per  cent,  of  the  total  gross  revenue,  exclusive 
of  land  sales  and  premia  on  leases  or  statutory  land  grants. 

Ordinance  5  is  perhaps  the  most  important  measure  of  the 
year.  It  is  an  OrcUnaaiee  "  to  establish  a  Code  of  Procedure  for 
the  Regulation  of  the  Process,  Practice,  and  Mode  of  Pleading 
in  the  Civil  Jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Colony," 
The  Supreme  Court  was  established  by  legislative  enactment  in 
1846,  and  all  its  proceedings  were  r^ulated  by  the  practice  of  the 
English  Courts  "  unless  and  until  otherwise  ordered  by  rule  of 
the  said  Court."  Successive  attempts  at  improving  the  Civil 
Procedure  of  the  Court  were  made  in  1855,  1856,  1858,  1860  and 
1861,  and  led  to  the  enactment  of  what  is  known  as  the  Old 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  in  1873,  which  abolished  the  old  dis- 
tinction between  common  laiw  and  equity,  and  established  a 
uniform  procedure  for  the  administration  of  both.  Alterations 
were  from  time  to  time  carried  out  daring  many  subsequent 
years,  and  the  new  Code,  which  was  drafted  last  year  by  Sir  John 
CarringtoD,  C.M.G.,  and  enacted  as  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1901, 
contains  the  final  results,  up  to  the  present  time,  of  all  the 
changes  and  improvements  which  experience  had  found  neces- 
sary. 

Ordinance  No.  13  of  1901 — a  Consolidating  and  Amending 
Public  Health  Ordinance— wae  am  important  measure  which  will 
probably,  however,  be  partially  superseded  by  new  legislation 
during  1903. 
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IV.— EDUCATION. 


The  system  and  meUiodA  of  education  in  tlie  Colon;  are  inlly 
described  in  the  Report  for  1899,  since  which  time  there  have 
been  few  changes.  The  whole  system  of  education  is  at  present 
under  coasiderwtion,  and  may  shortly  undergo  considerable 
modificatioiis  as  the  outcome  of  the  deliberations  of  a  special 
committee  appointed  towards  the  close  of  the  year.  A  descrip- 
tion of  any  changes  which  may  take  place  should  find  a  place 
in  the  next  Heport. 

The  piincipail  school  in  the  Colony  is  Queen's  College,  an 
institntion  which  forms  a  distinct  Oovernment  Department.  The 
total  number  of  pupils  on  the  roll  (European,  Chinese  and  other 
Asiatics)  is  nearly  1,600.  The  average  annual  expenses  of  each 
boy  are  less  than  f  18,  and  the  total  iees  received  1^  Government 
amount  to  over  $38,000.  There  is  a  large  staff  of  English  and 
Chinese  masters,  who  provide  the  pupils  with  an  education  which 
not  only  enables  many  of  them  to  compete  successfully  in  the 
Oxford  local  examinations  but  also  fits  them  for  important  posts 
as  interpreters  and  clerks  in  the  G-ovemment  service  and  in 
mercuitile  houses. 

There  is  a  growing  feeling  amongst  both  British  and  Chinese 
reaidents  that  the  system  of  educating  European  and  native 
children  side  by  side  in  the  same  schools  is  not  without  its  serious 
drawbacks.  The  subject  has  been  fully  dealt  with  in  a  Petition 
forwarded  to  you  in  September  last,  and  the  outcome  will  pro- 
bably be  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  good  schools  for 
European  boys  and  girls  and  similar  schools  for  the  children  of 
the  better-class  Chinese. 


v.— PUBLIC  WORKS. 

The  total  expenditure  on  Public  Works  during  the  year  was 
1687,326.70. 

The  principal  work  initiated  was  a  greatly  enlarged  scheme 
for  the  construction  of  water-works  to  supply  the  Kowloon 
Peninsula  with  water  by  gravitation,  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
work  being  |835,000.  The  reservoir  to  be  constructed  is  situated 
in  the  New  Territory,  in  connection  with  Uie  development  of 
which  several  works  were  in  progress,  principal  among  them 
being  the  road  to  Taipo,  16  mileB  in  len^^. 

Work  was  begun  on  an  iwlditional  reservoir  at  IV^am  for 
increasing  the  supply  of  watw  to  the  City  of  Victoria. 

A  number  of  buildings  were  in  {oogress,  includkng  the  new 
Law  Courts,  Harbour  Office,  Weetem  Market,  and  Govranor's 
Peak  Besidence. 
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A  large  Beclamation  Scheme  in  front  of  the  eastern  section 
of  Ihe  city,  eEtimat:;'i  to  oost  |5,000,000,  was  under  consideration, 
and  arrangements  for  the  construction  of  an  electric  tramway,  9 
miles  in  length,  were  nearly  brought  to  a  coQclueioti. 


VI.-GOVEBNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 
(A.) — Hospitals. 

Government  hospitals  consist  of  the  Civil  Hospital,  to  which  is 
attached  an  isolated  Lying-in  Hospital,  Kennedy  Town  Infectious 
Eiseasea  Hospital,  and  the  hospital  hulk  "  Hygeia." 

The  Civil  Hospital  contains  124  bede  in  18  wards ;  the  Lying- 
in  Hospital  6  beds  for  £iiropoans  atid  4  for  Aeiatice;  and 
Eenr.edy  Town  Hospital  78  beds.  In  1901,  267  cases  were 
treated  at  Kennedy  Town,  of  which  204  were  cases  of  plague, 
42  of  small-pox,  and  15  of  cholera. 

Two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-eight  (2,948)  in-patients 
and  12,663  out-patients  were  treated  at  the  Govemmeiit  Civil 
Hospital  in  1901,  showing  a  slight  decrease  in  the  figures  for 
1900.  Malarial  fever  alone  was  reqtonsible  for  over  800 
admissionB. 

The  Tung  Wa  Hospital,  supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions 
among  the  Chinese  and  only  to  a  small  extent  endowed  by  the 
Government,  takes  the  place  of  a  Poor  House  and  Hospital  for 
the  Chinese  sick  and  destitute.  Chinese  as  well  as  European 
methods  of  treatment  are  employed  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
expressed  by  the  patients  or  those  who  are  responsible  for  them. 

(B.)  Asylum. 

The  Lunatic  Asylum  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Principal 
Civil  Medical  Officer.  European  and  Chinese  patients  are 
separated,  the  European  portion  of  the  Asylum  containing  8 
beds  in  8  separate  wards,  and  the  Chinese  portion  containing  16 
beds.  Ninety  paitients  of  all  races  were  treated  during  1901, 
and  there  were  7  deaths. 


(C.)  The  Chinese  College  of  Medicine. 

This  institution  was  founded  in  1887,  largely  through  the 
efforts  of  Dr.  Patrick  Manson,  Dr.  Canilie  and  others,  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  surgery,  medicine  and  midwifery  to  Chinese, 
The  government  of  the  college  is  vested  in  the  Court,  of  which 
the  rector  of  the  college,  who  has  always  been  a  Government 
official,  is  president.     57  students  had  been  enrolled  up  to  1901, 
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and  of  these  12  have  become  qualified  licentiates,  who  have 
obtained  rariouB  posts  under  Government  and  elsewhere.  The 
institution  is  of  ^^reat  value  in  spreading  a  kuowledjre  of  Western 
medical  science  amongst  ihe  Chinese. 

(D.)  Po  Lel'k.:  Kuk. 

This  is  a  Society,  under  the  supervision  of  Gxtvemment,  ior 
the  protection  of  women  and  children.  It  haa  done  much  good 
work  in  connection  with  the  suppression  of  brothel  slavery,  which 
was  in  Hong  Kong,  and  still  is  in  China,  one  of  the  gravest  social 
evils.  If  the  Regi'strar-General,  who  acts  as  president  of  the 
Society,  has  reason  to  believe  that  a  girl  is  being  sold  into  a 
life  of  prostitution  against  her  will,  or  if  she  is,  in  his  opinion, 
of  too  tender  an  age  to  judge  for  herself  as  to  her  mode  of  life, 
she  is  sent  into  the  Po  Leung  Kuk,  where  she  is  fed,  lodged, 
and,  unless  she  has  relatives  who  will  receive  her,  appropriately 
educated  until  «he  has  an  opportunity  of  making  a  respectable 
marriage  or  of  earning  an  honest  livelihood  by  her  own  exertions. 
The  institution  is  managed  1^  a  number  of  Chinese  gentlemen 
who  are  aainually  elected  as  a  Managing  Committee. 

The  number  of  women  and  children  admitted  into  the  Home 
during  the  year  was  389,  being  52  more  than  in  1900.  187  were 
restored  direct  to  parents  ^r  relatives  or  were  sent  to  some 
benevolent  society  in  China,  3  were  adopted,  5  placed  at  school, 
and  60  were  married. 

(E.)  Eeformatort. 

The  Belilios  Reformatory,  presented  to  the  Colony  by  Mr.  E,  B. 

Belilios,  C.M.G.,  has  not  been  occupied.     It  has  been  proposed 

tu  make  use  of  the  building,  with  the  donor's  consent,  by  turning 

il  into  a  school.     The  matter  is  at  present  under  consideration. 

(F.)  Savings  Baxk. 
There  is  no  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  in  Hong  Kong.    A  branch 
of  the  Hong  Kong  and  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation  takes  the 
place  of  audi  an  institution  in  this  Colony. 

(G.)  Police. 

The  total  strength  of  the  Police  Force,  which  stood  at  630 
in  1898,  827  in  1889,  and  92!)  in  1900,  now  stands  at  920, 
including  145  Europeans,  3G6  Indians  and  409  Chinese.  The 
gradual  diminution  in  armed  robberies  and  lawlessness  in  the 
New  Territory  made  it  possible  to  withdraw  a  number  of  men 
from  that  part  of  the  Colony  during  the  year  to  strengthen  the 
force  in  the  city  of  Victoria  and  Kowloon.  The  executive  staff 
now  consists  of  a  Captain  Superintendent,  a  Deputy  Superinten- 
dent, and  two  Assistant  Superintendents.  The  conduct  of  all 
the  contingents  is  reported  to  have  been  satisfactory. 
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Since  tlie  middle  of  the  year  the  Chinese  provincial  authori- 
ties have  maintained  a  force  of  soldiery  along  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  New  Territory,  who  have  co-operated  with  our 
Police  in  preventing  the  incurBion  of  armed  robbers  into  the 
Colony. 

(H.)   PKI80X. 

The  daily  average  of  prisoners  confined  in  Victoria  Gaol  was 
499,  as  compared  with  486  for  the  year  1900.  There  were  180 
convicts  in  the  gaol  on  the  31st  December,  1901,  against  141 
on  the  same  date  in  1900,  96  in  1899,  55  in  1898.  This  shows 
an  increase  of  125  per  cent,  during  the  past  three  years.  This 
large  increase  is  synchronous  with  and  largely  attributable  to 
the  inclusion  of  the  New  Territory  in  the  Colony. 

The  total  profit  of  all  industrial  labour  amounted  to  f24,783 
as  compared  with  fl7,458  for  the  preceding  year.  All  minor 
repairs  to  the  gaol  have  been  carried  out  by  prison  labour.  A 
new  wing  was  completed  and  occupied  by  long-sentence  prisoners 
early  in  the  year. 

The  question  of  extending  the  prison  accommodation  in  the 
Colony  has  been  for  some  time  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Government. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Gaol  is  also  Captain  Superintendent 
of  Felice,  and  is  assisted  by  an  Assistant  Superintendent,  a 
medical  officer,  chaplains,  and  European  and  Indian  warders. 

(I.)  Fire  Brigade. 

The  Superintendent  of  Fire  Brigade  is  also  Captain  Super- 
intendent of  Police  and  Superintendent  of  Victoria  Gaol.  The 
■  European  members  of  the  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the 
engineer,  are  also  members  of  the  Police  Force  voluntarily 
enlisted,  and  for  their  services  in  the  brigade  they  receive  a 
small  addition  to  their  pay.  There  are  also  a  number  of  Chinese 
foremen  and  engine-drivers.  The  brigade  possesses  a  powerful 
floating  fire  engine  for  use  in  the  harbour,  four  land  steam 
engines,  and  29  despatch  boxes.  The  five  fire  engines  were  all 
built  by  Messrs.  Shand  and  Mason. 

There  were  58  fires  and  84  incipient  fires  during  the  year,  and 
the  brigade  turned  out  57  times.  The  estimated  damage  caused 
by  the  fires  was  $630,381  and  by  the  incipient  fires  ¥212.  The 
only  year  in  which  greater  damage  was  done  by  fire  was  1898. 
when  the  total  damage  was  $829,814. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  of  extinguishing  fires 
wae  rendered  more  arduous  by  the  drought  and  the  consequent 
want  of  water  in  the  mains. 
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Vil.— JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  number  of  convictions  in 
last  four  years  are  as  loUows :  — 

the  Sup 

erior  Courts  during  the 

— 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1.  For  Offences  against  the  Persnii ... 

2.  For  Offence  sgaiitBt  Property      ... 

3.  For  other  Oflences 

19 
17 
3 

49 
18 

10 

M 

7 

12 

54 
7 
21 

The  total  of  all  cases  reported  to  the  Police  was  9,172  as 
a^nst  9,8T3  in  1900.  This  represents  a  decreaee  of  7'10  per 
cent.  In  offences  which  are  classed  under  the  term  "  aerioue  " 
there  was  a  decrease  of  128  cases  or  3'63  per  cent.;  in  minor 
ofiences  a  decrease  of  573  cases  or  903  per  cent.  Three  men 
were  arrested  and  convicted  for  being  members  of  an  unlawful 
(the  Triad)  society.  There  was  a  notable  decrease  in  piracies 
and  armed,  robberies,  partly  no  doubt  owing  to  the  efficacy  of 
recent  legislation  on  the  subject. 


VIII.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(A.)   TOPULATION. 

The  last  Census  was  taken  in  January,  1901,  when  the  popula- 
tion was  found  to  be  283,975,  exclusive  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
The  numbers  of  those  forces  amounted  to  7,640  and  5,697  respec- 
tively. In  the  middle  of  the  year  the  population  is  estimated 
to  have  been  as  follows :  — 


Non-Chineee  civil  popnlatioa    ... 

...        9,560 

...    280,664 

Army         

6,462 

Navy          

6,074 

300,660 

The  New  Territory  was  not  included  in  the  recent  Census,  but 
a  fairly  accurate  enumeration  of  its  population  was  made.  It 
numbers  about  100,000,  which  brings  the  total  population  of  the 
Colony  up  to  rather  over  400.000. 

13766  ■  B  2 
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It  is  Bignificaiit  that  while  the  total  increase  in  the  population 
of  the  Colony  during  the  five  years  between  1897  and  1901  was 
36,095,  the  increase  during  the  same  period  in  the  population 
of  British  Eowloon  (which  used  to  be  a  garden  suburb  of 
Victoria)  was  no  less  than  16,634,  or  nearly  half  the  increase  for 
the  whole  Colony. 

There  were  1,088  births  during  the  year,  and  of  that  number 
848  were  Chinese.  This  is  equal  to  a  general  birth-rate  of  3'6 
per  1,000,  as  compared  with  SS  in  1900,  4:i  in  1899,  and  4''r 
in  1898.  Owing,  however,  to  the  large  number  of  Chinese  infants 
who  die  unregistered,  it  is  estimated  that  a  more  correct  birth- 
rate for  the  past  year  Kould  be  47  per  1,000. 

(B.)  Public  Health. 

As  compaied  with  the  1,06^  births  mentioned  above,  there 
were  7,082  deaths  in  1901.  This  gives  a  death-rate  of  2'6'&  per 
1,000,  as  compared  with  239  in  1900,  238  in  1899,  and  an 
average  of  22o  per  1,000  during  the  past  five  years.  The  deaths 
included  1,562  from  bubonic  plague,  which  again  visited  the 
Colony  and  ran  ite  usual  course.  Excluding  the  deaths  from 
plague,  the  death-rate  for  1901  would  have  been  19'03  per  1,000. 
Among  the  non-Chinese  the  deaths  numbered  412,  of  which  302 
were  among  the  civil  population,  90  among  the  Army,  and  14 
among  the  Navy.  This  ia  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  20'5  per  1,000. 
The  British  deaths  among  the  non-Chinese  numbered  116;  the 
rest  were  chiefly  Indians,  Malays  and  Portuguese. 

One  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-one  (1,651)  cases  of  plague 
were  reported  during  the  year,  of  which  all  but  89  were  fatal. 
The  disease  showed  an  iacrea.sed  tendency  to  attack  Europeans. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  among  the  non-Chinese  resident  tavU 
community  were  plague,  phthisis,  malaria  and  pneumonia. 
There  were  more  cases  of  small-pox  than  usual,  and  some  cholera 
oases  were  imported. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  the  much-needed  improvement  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  city  is  effected,  there  will  be  a  large 
decrease  not  only  in  the  deaths  lesulting  from  bubonic  plague 
but  also  in  those  from  phthisis  and  other  chest  diseases,  which 
are  more  or  leas  directly  attiibutable  to  overcrowded  and  in- 
sanitary dwellings. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  experiment  of  once  nuire  sending 
troops  to  reside  in  the  building  which  was  originally  defined 
to  be  a  military  sanitarium  has  not  proved  successful,  and  the 
hopes  expressed  in  the  Report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  last  year 
have  not  been  realised.  After  a  brief  period  of  freedom  from 
malaria,  the  troops  stationed  there  began  to  be  attacked  in  con- 
siderable numbers  and  had  to  be  wholly  withdrawn  from  the 
building,  which  now  stands  empty. 

The  treatment  with  larvicides  of  the  breeding  places  of  the 
anopheles  mosquito  is  being  actively  continuel. 
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(C.)  Sakitatiun. 

In  spite  of  the  efiorte  of  tlie  (Government,  the  Samt»ry  Board 
and  the  LegiBlature  during  the  pa^t  few  years,  the  sanitary 
state  of  theOolon;  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  The  city  of 
Victoria  retains  its  nnenvied  pre-eminence  in  the  matter  of 
surface  crowding,  and  in  spite  of  the  enforcement  of  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  Insanitary  Properties  Ordinance  of  1899,  the  con- 
dition of  the  vast  majority  (A  the  Chinese  dwelling  houses  is  far 
from  meeting  the  requirements  of  modern  sanitary  science.  As 
there  seined  to  be  no  prospect  of  amdioration  without  the 
adoption  of  more  radical  measures  than  had  hitherto  been  at- 
tempted, and  as  the  community  showed  by  a  petition  which  they 
addressed  to  you  in  the  course  of  the  year  that  they  were 
prepared  to  face  the  heavy  expenditure  which  stronger  measures 
would  cer^inly  involve,  Sir  Henry  Blake  asked  you  to  send  out 
an  expert  to  enquire  into  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Colony  and 
report  upon  the  steps  which  in  his  opinion  should  be  taken  to 
remedy  existing  defects.  In  October,  1901,  you  informed  Sir 
Henry  Blake  that  you  had  selected  Mr.  Osbert  Chadwick,  C.M.G., 
a  sanitary  expert  of  wide  experience  and  no  stranger  to  Hong 
Kong,  for  this  special  work.  About  the  same  time  you  informed 
him  that  you  had  selected  Professor  Simpson,  M.D.,  to  pay  a 
simultaneous  visit  to  the  Cqlony  with  a  view  to  a  thorough 
enquiry  being  made  into  the  origin  oi  bubonic  plague,  and  the 
best  means  of  providing  against  its  annual  re-appearance.  A 
notice  of  the  work  done  by  these  gentlemen,  who  had  not  yet 
arrived  in  the  Colony  at  the  end  of  1901  will,  it  is  hoped,  appear 
in  next  year's  Report  A  certain  result  of  their  visit  must  be 
the  introduction  of  legislative  measures  to  consolidate  and  amend 
the  present  Health  and  Building  OrdinanceB. 


(D.)  Climate. 

The  average  monthly  temperature  throughout  the  year  was 
72-1°  F.  as  compared  with  Tl'S^  F.  during  1900 ;  the  maximum 
monthly  temperature  was  attained  in  July,  when  it  reached 
82*2°  F.,  and  the  minimum  monthly  temperature  was  recorded 
in  the  month  of  February,  being  54'8''  F. 

The  highest  recorded  temperature  during  the  year  was  92'7°  F. 
on  August  3rd,  and  the  lowest  was  38"4°  F.  on  February  4th, 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  65'78  inches,  as  compared 
with  73*73  inches  in  1900  and  an  average  of  772  inches  during 
the  past  ten  years.  The  wettest  month  was  May,  with  14'10 
inches,  while  there  were  also  14  indies  of  rain  in  the  month  of 
August ;  the  driest  month  was  Jamuary,  with  only  0686  inch. 
The  greatest  amount  of  rain  which  fell  on  any  one  day  was 
4"23  inches  on  April  7th,  while  no  rain  fell  on  213  days  of  the 
year;  the  relative  humidity  of  the  atmosphere  throughout  the 
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jfiiT  was  75  per  cent,  as  compared  with  77  per  cent,  in  the  pre- 
rioas  year.  The  average  duly  amount  of  Boiuhiae  thxoughoat 
the  year  was  5'5  hoars,  and  on  35  days  only  wae  no  sunshine 
reoopded. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  rainiall  of  1901  was  less  than 
half  the  rainfall  of  the  year  1891.  T&itom  Reflerroir,  the  prin- 
cipal  source  of  water  snpply,  was  not  filled  throoghont  the  year, 
and  only  one  rainfall  dnxing  ihe  last  20  years  (that  of  1895)  was 
lower  than  that  of  ihe  year  under  reriew. 


IX.— POSTAL  SERVICE. 

The  cessation  of  the  Boxer  troables  in  the  North  of  China 
gave  an  impetus  to  trade,  which  was  faithfully  reflected  in  the 
steady  increase  in  postal  business. 

The  monthly  sales  of  stamps  showed  an  increase  of  f21,765,  as 
compared  with  1900,  and  for  the  first  time  since  tdie  adoption  of 
the  penny  postage  the  revenue  exceeded  the  higheat  revenue  from 
the  same  source  in  former  days.  The  returns  from  the  Branch 
Post  Offices  at  Shanghai  and  in  China  also  show  gratifying 
results. 

The  Bevenue  of  the  Department  from  adl  sources  in  1901  was 
1356,912,  and  the  Expenditure  |273,685.  The  nett  balance  to 
the  Hong  Kong  Post  Office  on  the  year's  transactions  amounted 
to  $82,227. 
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(B.)  Colonial  Contriboiios. 

The  Colony  contributed  $801,275  (being  the  statutory  con- 
iribulion  of  20  per  cent,  of  revenue)  t«warda  the  csost  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  regular  forces  in  the  Colony  and  biuTack 
servicee. 

(C.)   VOLUNTEEE   COEPS. 

The  total  eBtabliahment  of  the  Corps  is  351  of  all  ranks.  The 
strength  in  1901  was: — ataif,  7;  one  field  battery  (80)  of  six 
2'5  inch  R.M.L.  mountain  guns;  three  machine  gun  companiea 
(157)  of  four  '303  inch  Maxim  machine  guns  each;  an  infantry 
ccmpany  (53) ;  an  engineer  company  (25) ;   and  a  band  (19). 

The  "45  inch  SCaxim  machine  guns  have  been  converted  into 
guns  of  'SOS  inch  calibre. 

The  expenditure  on  the  Volunteers,  which  is  entirely  borne 
by  the  Colony,  was  $26,772.60. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  J.  Gascoigne, 

Major-General, 
Officer  Administering  the  Government. 
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No.  361. 

JAMAICA. 


REPORT     FOR    1900-1901. 


(For  Report  for  189!)-1900,  see  No.  317.) 


l&imttWb  to  botb  Wou^ts  rf  ^arliantmt  in  (FoYnmanti  of  JBts  fi^aintp. 

Man-h,  1902. 


LONDON : 

PBINTED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTY'S    STATIONEET    OFFICE. 

Bt  DABLINQ  &  SON,  len>..  3i-40,  Bu»n  Smnr,  E. 


and  S9,  Abmbdok  Stkbkt,  WiffrxnrBTKB,  S.W.; 

or  OLITEB  i.  BOYD,  EoinHmsH; 

»  E.  PON80NBY,  116,  Guuton  Btbect,  Dcblin. 


[Cd.  788-31.]     Af«»3id. 
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COLONIAL  REPORTS. 

The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 

Colonial  FosBeBsions,  have  been  iBsned,  and  may  be  obtained  from 

the  aonrceB  indicated  on  the  title  page  ; — 

ANMUAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Year. 

327 

Bahamas. 

1900 

328 

Turks  and  Caiooalalands       

329 

Malta      

330 

Straits  Settlement«      

331 

Fiji         

332 

St.  Lucia           

333 

SeychellBS          

334 

Falldand  Islands          

335 

336 

Britttih  New  Oninea 

1899^1900 

337 

Leeward  Islands           

1900 

338 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

339 

Britdsh  HondniBa         

340 

Hong  Kong       

341 

Ceylon    ...        

Gibraltar           

342 

343 

1900^1901 

344 

GoldCosst        

1900 

345 

Grenada 

346 

Northern  Nigeria         

1900^1901 

347 

BritUh  Solomon  Islands         

1^ 

348 

I^goa     > 

British  Gniana 

S4» 

1900-1901 

3» 

StTmcent       

1900 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Subject 

1 

GoldCoaal       

Eoonomio  Agrioo]tnr«. 

2 

Zulnland 

Forests. 

3 

Sierra  Leone     

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada   

5 

Bahamas 

6 

BongEong       

Mineral  Bew>iirceB. 

Bntiah  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica           

Agriculture. 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

Condition  during  1897. 

11 

Grtnada 

Agricuhura  in  Csmaoon. 

12 

Anguilla 

13 

Cook  Islands     

14 

Bahamas 

Fibre  ladflstry. 

15 

Legal  SUtus  of  BritUb  North 
American  Indiana. 

Medical  Beport^ 

17 

Gilbert  and  EUice  Islands      ... 

B«port  for  1896-1900- 

18 

HoDg  Kong      ... 

Operations  in  New    Territory 
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No.  361  I 

JAMAICA. 

(For  Report  for  1899-inoo,  *et  No.  317.) 

QoTsairos  Sis  A.  W.  L.  Heuuing  to  Mn.  CHjUCBKBLjjir. 

King's  House, 

Jitmaica, 
3l8t  December,  1901. 

SlE, 

I  OATB  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  m;  report  on  ^e 
Blue  Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  llKIO-1901. 

2.  I  regret  that  shorbtess  o^  staff  and  presaure  of  important 
current  work  in  the  Colonial  Secreitary's  office  have  tmavoidably 
delayed  tike  completion  of  this  report. 

I  have,  &G., 

AnousTTTS  W.  L.  Hehuiho, 

OovemoT. 


elOTSS*— 79 — 1/19U2     Wl  28616    D  &  & 
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REPORT  ON   THE  ULUi',  BOOK  OF  THE  COLON T 
OF  JAMAICA    KOK    THE  YEAR  1900-1901. 


I.  Financial. 

General  Revenue  aud  Expenditure. 

II.  Tbade,  Aqriuulture  and  Inddbtbies. 
(A.)  Imports  and  Exports. 
(B.)  Mines,  Manufactureit  and  Fiaheriee. 
(C.)  Department  of  Public  G'ardene  and  Plantations. 
(D.)  Land  grants,  sales,  &c. 
(E.)  Shipping. 

III.  Legislation. 

IV.  Education. 
(A.)  Elementary  Education. 
(B.)  Secondary  Education. 
(C.)  Industrial  School?. 

V.   GOVEBNMEKT   IKBTITUTIONS. 
(A.)  Hospitals. 
(B.)  Asylums. 

(C.)  Poor  Houses  and  Poor  Relief. 
(D.)  Reformfttories. 
(E.)  Savings  Bank. 

VI.  JdDICIAL   STATISTrCS, 

(A.)  Police. 
(B.)  Prisons. 
C.)  Criminal  Statistics. 
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VII.  Vital  Statistics. 
(A.)  PopuIatioD,  compared  with  figures  of  last  cenans. 
(B.)  Public  Health,  g«neral  sta.te  of. 
(C.)  SoaitatioD. 
(D.)  Climate. 

(1.)  BainfaU. 

(i.)  Temperature. 

(3.)  Direction  and  Force  of  Wind. 

VIII.  Post  Office  and  Telegraph  SEariOE, 

'   IX.   MlLITABY    FOBCES   AND   ExFENDITUBE. 

(A.)  Regular  Forces. 

(R.)  Militia. 

(C.)  OonBtabiilary  or  Semi-oGBcial  Colonial  Force. 

X.  General  Rehabks. 


I.  FINANCE. 

GeNEEAL   ReVBNDE   AMD   EXPBNDITUBB. 

At  tile  beginning  of  the  financial  year  on  the  Ist  April,  1900, 
the  deficit  on  the  General  Revenue  Account  of  the  Colony  stood 
et  £123,027. 

The  year's  revenue  amounted  to  £760,387  and  the  expenditure 
to  £763,662,  ahorwing  a  deficit  on  the  year's  tnutsactiooa  of 
£3,276,  and  increaeing  the  standing  deficit  to  £126,303  m  the 
3lBt  March,  1901. 
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Jj^io*.  License,  Excise,  and  General  latemia  BeTanne  £17,216  Ot.  S^d. 
IWO-iaM.   legg  ^f^  i^  thg  previous  year,  and  ;£19,914  less  ihaa  estinubte. 

Fees  of  Office,  Stamp  Duties,  &c..  £2,486  2t.  lid.  less  than 
estimate,  although  £4,764  14s.  M.  more  thui  receiiTed  in  the 
previous  year,  portly  owing  to  increase  of  dntiee. 

Thus,  under  these  four  heads,  which  include  jnactically  all 
the  Tax  Revenue,  there  was  received  altogether  £28,669  less 
than  in  the  year  1899-1900  and  £46,807  9s.  less  than  the  estimate 
for  1900-1901. 

The  railway  became  the  property  of  the  Qovemment  tm  ilie 
16th  August,  1900.  The  estdmate  of  receipts  iac  12  months,  cm 
the  assumption  that  it  would  be  handed  over  before  the  year 
began,  had  been  £126,000.  The  proportion  of  this  amount  for 
seven  wad  a  half  months  would  be  £78,126;  but  the  receipts 
brought  to  account  within  Uie  period  amounted  to  tmly 
£71,163  7s.  2d.,  a  shortage  of  £  6,971  12j.  10(2.  The  Cash 
balances  taken  over  with  tile  railway  from  the  Colonial  Bank 
and  the  Trustees  of  the  First  Mortage  Bondholders  amounted 
to  £48,701  3s.,  instead  of  £66,000  as  had  been  anticipated.  The 
difFerence  of  £6,298  17s.  was  largely  due  to  special  expenditure 
"by  the  railway  company  for  the  repair  of  storm  damages  in  the 
fijret  half  of  tiie  year  1900  in  etxcess  of  receipts.  On  the  other 
hand  stores  to  the  value  of  £15,097  16s.  were  also  taken  over  of 
which  no  estimate  had  been  made. 

£20,000  was  brought  to  the  credit  of  General  BevMiue  Account 
by  an  instalment  erf  the  loan  of  £160,000  aut^Lorised  by  the 
Imperial  Goremment  to  oorer  outstanding  deficit  proTiondy 
accrued. 

A  further  sum  of  £631  10s  was  brought  to  credit  of  Qeneral 
Hevenue  Account,  being  part  of  the  Imperial  Loan  of  £88,000 
for  the  payment  of  interest  due  on  tiie  First  Mortgage  Bonds  of 
tiie  Jamaica  Railway,  in  excess  of  the  amount  required  for  (his 
'purpose.  This  surplus  wa»  traaBferred  in  aid  of  the  expenses  of 
redeeming  the  Fiist  Mortgage  Braids  and  issuing  three  and  a 
half  per  cent.  Inscribed  Stock  in  exchange,  towards  which 
£9,128  13s.  4f2.  -was  also  appropriated  by  transfer  fnnn  surplus  of 
Quit  Bents  standing  to  credit  of  the  ParochiiJ  Boad  Reserve 
Fund. 

Excluding  the  three  items  last  mentioned  as  not  being  actual 
revenue  receipts  of  the  year,  the  revenue  amounted  to  £730,627, 
against  an  mtimate  of  £766,886,  a  shortage  of  £36,269,  and  ex- 
cluding, for  parity  of  comparison,  the  other  railway  receipts,  the 
revenue  for  1900-1901  amounted  to  £696,676,  or  £29,467  lees 
than  the  foregoing  year's  corresponding  revenue  of  £626,132. 
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The£i«ftt  odditirai  to  DelM  Chaxges  is  noticeable,  the  total  for    Jamaica, 
the  year  being  £221,323  10>.  7d..  against  £111,692  bi.  bd.  in  the  .1900-1901 

prerioiu  year,  bendee  which   £87,368  10>.  wbb  paid  to  'Fint       

-  Mortgage  Bondholders  of  the  rBilway  out  of  borrowed  moneys 
for  arrears  of  interest  due  on  their  4%  Bonds.  The  same  Bond- 
holders received  £48,706  for  arreaxs  of  interest  on  tiie  three  and  a 
half  per  cent.  Inscribed  Stock  iasued  to  them,  a  Bum  which  was 
balanced  with  curious  exactitude  "by  Hie  £48,701  taken  over  as 
railway  balances,  and  which  is  included  in  the  Debt  Charges 
paid  out  of  General  Betvenuo  this  year,  aa  well  as  £9,760  St.  4<I. 
paid  for  expenses  for  conversion  of  B«ilway  Debt.  Excluding 
these  last  two  it^ms,  the  Debt  Charges  belonging  to  t^e  year 
amounted  io  £162,857  7>.  Sd.,  showing  an  increaae  in  normal 
Debt  Charges  of  about  £51,166,  which  is  due  to  the  three  and  :r 
half  per  cent.  Kailway  Inscribed  Stock,  and  to  which  a  farther 
charge  of  netirly  £15,000  for  Sinking  Fund  on  that  Debt  will  be 
added  in  the  financial  year  1901-1902. 

A  saving  of  £8,678  7s.  3(2.  waa  eiSected  on  the  estimate  of 
Debt  Charges  by  postponing  the  raimng  of  loans  authorised  for 
Bailway  Equipment  and  in  aid  of  deficit 

Most  of  the  Departmental  accounts  show  excesses  of  expendi- 
ture over  estimate  and  over  their  totals  of  the  preceding  year. 
This  is  owing  in  almost  every  case  to  the  payment  of  thirteen 
mimths'  salaries  within  the  year,  the  March  salaries  having  been 
previously  paid  and  brought  to  account  in  April. 

The  excess  over  the  estimate  for  the  Begistration  of  Titles  was 
due  to  the  writing  back  to  the  credit  of  the  "  Assurance  Fund  " 
of  £620  Is.  erroneously  chained  against  the  funds  for  plans  and 
diagrams  since  the  year  1891. 

The  estimate  ^f  the  expenditure  of  the  railway  for  the  whole 
twelve  months  wae  £90,000,  besides  £2,364  18f.  falling  due  to 
be  paid  for  certain  debts  under  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Court 
on  its  transfer  to  the  Government.  The  proporticuial  estimate 
iae  the  period  of  sevem  and  a  half  months,  during  which  it  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  is  £56,250 ;  but  the  actual  ex- 
penditure for  that  period  was  kept  down  to  £47,366  St.  l^d., 
saving  £8,883  16*.  lOid. 

The  original  railway  estimates  for  the  twelve  months  had 
anticipated  an  excess  of  £35,000  in  receipts  over  expenditure. 
The  actoiJ  excess  of  general  receipts  over  expenditure  brought 
to  account  in  the  seven  and  a  half  months  appears  as  £23,787  4s., 
which  is  at  the  rate  of  more  than  £36,000  a  year. 

As  stated  above,  Ihe  Gkrvemment  also  paid  altogether 
£145,834 13«.  id.  for  charges  and  interest  due  on  the  tranter  of 
the  railway,  and  it  haa  incurred  permanent  charges  of  £66,400  a 
year  for  interest  and  Sinking  Fund  of  new  debt  in  addition  to 
those  of  the  pre-existing  Railway  Debt. 

There  was  a  saving  of  £1,093  6«.  lid.  on  the  estimate,  and  of 
£646  \lt.  Id.  on  the  previoTit  j.'m's  expenditure  for  the  staff  of 
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Jauaka,     the  PnbHo  Wiwfai  Department,  duft  to  ngidly  ptmimonicraB  ad- 

l»fr-190U  miniBttwtiBB  MtdtfcbVMiMMR  erf  sotewil  flfficw. 

On' the  estun&tes  for  PaUic  Works  md  Bnildin^  tor  (he  year 
there  tbs  a  Baring  of  £10,611  Ws.  Id.,  and  (Hl  the  expenditnier 
of  ihe  previtKiB  year  of  £4,688  IT*.  8d.,  representing  ^e  severe 
letrenchment  rendered  necessary  by  the  failnra  of  the  Revenue. 

On  the  other  hand  there  were  written  oft  against  the  acconntB 
for  Fnblic  Works  and  Buildings  the  following  amonnts  not  ex- 
pended ia  the  year  hat  standing  hitherto  to  the  debit  of  certain 
loan  or  advance  accounts. 

(1.)  Depreciation  of  stores  and  expenses  of  working  of  P.W, 
Store  Bepartment.  £1,72(1  Oj.  9d. 

(2.)  Spanish  Town  Waterworks. — ^Balance  outstanding  from 
loan  from  Qeneral  Revenue  Account  £1,525  7t.  3(2.  (These 
Watarwoifa  having  become  the  property  of  the  Government  no 
purpose  was  served  by  kee)iing  this  account  open.) 

(-1.)  Preliminary  expenses,  plans,  estimates  and  specifications 
for  new  public  offices,  hitherto  standing  debited  against  the 
acconut  of  a  loan  to  be  raised  for  the  buildings,  now  postponed 
indefinitely,  £5,366   18j.  Sd. 

(4.)  Part  cost  of  brick  kiln  at  General  Penitentiary,  hitherto 
standing  as  an  advance  to  the  Kingston  General  Commissioners, 
total,  £9,444  1*.  8W.,  written  off  from  credit  balancen. 

A  balance  of  £2,450  14j.  9<2.  on  the  Xegril  Point  Light  House 
Advance  Account  was  similarly  written  off. 

Excluding  these  amounts  so  written  ofF,  with  the  £020  Is. 
written  back  io  the  Land  Titles  Assurance  Fund  and  the 
£9,761)  Ss.  4il.  spent  for  Railway  Conversion  charges,  the  expen- 
diture amounted  to  £741,297  1*.  li'f.,  against  an  estimate  of 
£752,855  IZs.  Id.,  showing  a  saving  of  £li,5&8  I2j.  on  the 
estimate,  or  about  £23,688  it  allowance  is  made  for  the  payment 
of  thirteen  months'  salaries  in  the  year. 

Excluding  from  the  revenue  the  £20,000  Imperial  Loan,  the 
excess  of  the  expenditure  over  revenue  was  £23,275  9j.  But,  as 
has  been  explained,  £12,605  4<.  of  the  amount  brought  to  account 
as  expenditure  was  merely  a  writing  off  of  imaginaiy  credits  in 
the  ledger  and  not  actual  expenditure  of  the  year,  whilst  about 
£12,130  may  be  accounted  tor  by  the  bringing  of  the  March 
salary  payments  to  account  within  the  year,  at  the  close  of  which 
their  amount  would  otherwise  have  been  actually  a  liability  of 
the  Government.  And,  in  fact,  had  not  sound  accountancy  de- 
manded these  corrections,  the  actual  revenue  of  the  year  would 
have  appeared  as  exceeding  the  actual  expenditure. 

It  follows  that  the  financial  position  of  the  General  Revenue 
Account  has  not  really  deteriorated  during  the  year,  but  may  be 
regarded  as  having  improved  by  about  £1,460,  although  the 
balance  of  liabilities  as  shown  in  ihe  statement  of  Liabilities  and 
Assets  has  increased  1^  £3,275,  and  £20,000  luw  been  borrowed 
in  aid  of  deficit. 
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Jamaica,  The  total  value  of  exports  ia  1900-1901  was  noUceaibly  lower 
1900-1901.  tJian  in  t}ia  preceding  year  but  still  higher  ths^  in  ai^  otiier  year 
of  the  laet  five,  while  the  imports  were  the  lowest  of  ihe  period. 

The  eeiimated  value  of  products  of  the  Island  exported  was 
less  by  JE69,4T3  than  in  1899-1900,  and  that  of  articles  imported 
for  hraae  conaumptiou  was  less  by  £111,872. 

The  year  1889-1900  was  the  first  since  1886-1887.  in  which 
exports  exceeded  imports,  and  the  proportion  of  the  excess  in- 
creased in  1900-1901. 

The  explanation  of  this  course  of  trade  is  proba.bly  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  investments  of  bori'Oiwed  capital  in 
railway  extensions  and  other  public  works  and  private  under- 
takings has  come  to  an  end,  whilst  increased  debt  charges  on  the 
borrowings,  public  and  private,  of  recent  years  have  now  to  be 
paid  for  l:ry  the  excess  of  exporte.  Whilst  the  free  expenditure 
of  t»TTowed  money  was  proceeding,  the  distribution  of  wages 
both  stimulated  the  importations  of  foreign  goods  and  withdrew 
industry  from  the  production  of  exportable  goods.  Under  this 
influence  and  that  of  concurrent  low  prices,  sugar  cultivation 
fell  off  and  much  of  the  established  coffee  cultivation  was 
neglected.  The  taxation  necessary  to  pay  for  increased  debt 
chaises  has  now  consequently  to  be  levied  on  partially  diminished 
resources  and  the  purchasing  power  of  the  community  beai«  a 
less  proportion  to  its  exports  than  formerly.  There  are,  however, 
as  shown  ^yy  the  following  return,  some  healthy  and  encouraging 
indications  of  a  substantial  increase  both  in  quantity  and  price 
of  exports. 
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COLOMfAL   REPORTS— ANNUAL. 
The  following  table  exhibits  the  iocreaseB  or  decreMes  in 


Artiole. 

Quantity. 

.        Value. 

IncKMe  or  Decrease 

(as  shown  by  +  or  — ) 

on  1899-1900. 

1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

Qoantity 

Talne 

Oooo* 

Cwt. 
20,041 

Owt. 
23,460 

£ 
60,123 

£ 
64,488 

Cwt. 
+         3,409 

£ 
+     4,366 

■Ooeourata 

Nnmber.   ' 
18,011,668 

Number. 
13,666,778 

54,036 

41,345 

Number. 
—  4,466,790 

—  12,690 

<toff« 

Uwt. 

83,606 

Cwt. 
86,907 

142,130 

167,486 

Cwt. 
+         2,301 

+  16,355 

Frnit — Banuiu 

Bancbee. 

9,046.404 

Bancbe^ 

8,248,485 

603,480 

618,636 

Bunches. 
+      i!02,081 

+  16,166 

Nnmber. 
107,444,200 

Number. 

88,825,660 

146,050 

116,473 

Number. 
—18,618,550 

—  29,577 

^i^T 

Owt. 
20,206 

Cwt. 
26,530 

60,616 

66,32i 

Cwt. 
+         6,325 

+     5,709 

Logwood 

Ton*. 
28,871 

Tons. 
34,006 

77,971 

98,618 

Tons. 
+         6,136 

+  20,647 

Pimento 

Otrt. 
1A978 

Cwt. 

100,547 

175,562 

110,602 

Cwt 
—       23,426 

—  62,960 

Bom     

QaUona. 
1,669,187 

Gallons. 
1,404,405 

130,766 

162,344 

Gallons. 

—     164,782 

+  21,478 

«<««• 

Cwt. 
390,215 

Cwt. 
295,007 

196,107 

165,941 

Cwt. 
—       96,208 

-29,166 

-Vftlae     of     10 
chief  prodnda 
eiportod. 

v£ueof«Upro- 
dncta  exported 

_ 

_ 

1,642,839 

1,691,156 

■     _ 

—  61,683 

_ 

_ 

166,167 

147,367 

_ 

—    7,790 

- 

- 

1,797,9% 

1,738,523 

- 

—  69,473 
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The  Company  has  not  made  any  use  whatever  of  the  lands  ac-  Jauaica. 
quired  by  it  and  is  now  in  liquidation,  the  interests  in  this  land  190&-1901. 
being  ia  dispute  between  several  parties.  It  ia  much  to  be 
regretted  that  ao  lai-ge  a  portion  of  the  best  lands  in  the  Island 
should  thus  remain  useless  and  unprofitable,  but  the  Govern- 
ment are  helpless  in  the  matter,  being  bound  by  the  provisionB 
td  the  railway  contract  and  of  the  law. 

The  Vigas  plantation,  amounting  to  240  acres,  which  had  been 
leased  by  the  Directors  o£  the  Milk  River  Bath,  was  conveyed  lo 
the  directors  in  fee  simple,  for  the  nominal  consideration  of  a 
payment  of  ten  shillings,  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Bath. 

Sales  and  Leases. 

Sixteen  parcels  of  Crown  land,  all  of  small  extent,  were  wAA 
during  the  year,  exclusive  of  sales  to  small  settlers,  on  the  instal- 
ment purchase  system.  66  leasee  of  land  were  effected  at  a 
total  rental  of  £200  19 j;  56  of  these  were  of  small  loto  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kingston. 

Sales  under  llic  Instalment  Purchase  System. 

588  applications  to  purchase  land  under  the  system  were  re- 
ceived, and  442  lots  aggregating  3,8~9i  acres  were  surveyed 
and  assigned.  Since  the  year  1896  the  Government  ha«  been 
selling  Crown  land  in  holdings  not  exceeding  50  acres  to  pur- 
chasers who  are  permitted  to  pay  for  the  land  an.d  the  cost  «{ 
surveying  by  instalments  distributed  o>ver  ten  years.  If  within 
this  period  the  purchaser  brings  one-fifth  of  hia  holding  in.t<i 
bearing  in  permanent  crops,  one-fifth  of  the  purchase  mon^  is 
remitted.  In  the  year  1900-1901  the  Surveyor  Genen^  re- 
ported that  he  experienced  increasing  difUculties  in  collecting 
the  instalments  of  purchase  money.  Payment  is  gener^ly 
delayed  till  the  point  of  forfeiture  is  reached;  this  remissness 
imposes  much  trouble  and  cost  on  the  Department.  The  ability 
of  the  settlers  to  pay  for  these  lands  in  the  moderate  instabnents 
required  is,  however,  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  out  of  1,177  lots 
sold  during  the  period  of  over  four  years  in  which  the  scheme  has 
been  in  operation  only  16  have  had  to  be  actually  taken  back 
owing  to  lot  holders  failing  to  pay  their  instalments.  The 
greater  port  of  this  area  couAiBted  of  abaudoned  estates  recovered 
to  the  Grown  by  forfeiture  for  non-payment  of  Quit  Bents,  and 
occupied  by  squatters  who  paid  rent  only  when  absolutely  forced 
to  do  BO,  and  whose  cultivation  had  no  permanent  value. 

Forfeitable  and  Forfeited  Lands. 

Notifications  have  been  published  during  the  year  of  20,669^ 
acres  liable  to  forfeiture  for  non-payment  of  quit  rent  and  land 
tax,  while  10,969  acres  have  been  finally  forfeited. 

The  forfeitures  last  year  a^r^^aisd  3,908^  acres. 
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mSj^.  (E.)  Sh,pp„,». 

~~~  Tliere  was  a  conaiderable  and  general  decrease  in  tlie  numb^ 

■nd  tcMmage  of  Teasela  Tisiting  the  Island  during  the  year.  The 
number  of  Teesels  entered  decreased  1^  150,  and  the  tonnage  by 
26,055  tona.  This  decrease  was  principally  in  visito  of  amaU 
Teesels;  sailing  TeeselB  were  113  fewer  and  steamers  37  fewer. 
This  falling  off  was  ohie£y  due  to  the  decrease  in  the  trade  which 
sprang  up  with  Cuba  during  and  after  the  war  in  that  Island. 

The  Island  is  merely  a  port  of  cOll  for  most  of  tJie  lines  of 
steamers  which  visit  it,  and  the  dirinkage  therefore  is  <d  less 
moment  to  trade  than  it  might  appear  at  first  sight. 

The  following  ia  a  comperatiTe  summary  of  vessels  uid  ton- 
ni^e  for  the  past  five  years :  — 


Reported. 

Oleued. 

Teweb. 

Toniuge. 

Temb. 

Tonnage. 

1896-97        

Bailing,  343 
Steftm,  688 

66,447 
672,965 

361 
694 

70,557 
678,946 

1,031 

739.402 

1,055 

749,503 

1897-98        

StkUiug,  348 
Stewn,  712 

70,238 
710,623 

346 
709 

71,388 
708,695 

1.060 

780,861 

1,055 

780,083 

1898-99 

Sailing,  445 
Stown,  975 

71,058 
839,391 

457 
972 

76,218 
841,062 

1,420 

910.449 

1,429 

917,270 

1899-1900    

Sailing,  394 
Stewn.  793 

64,425 
832,636 

387 
793 

64,172 
832.278 

1.187 

897,061 

1,182 

896,450 

1900-01        

Sailing,  281 

Bteftin,  766 

49,076 
822,930 

276 
754 

48,448 
821,770 

1,087 

872,006 

1,030 

870,218 
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ftt  tte  close  of  the  year,  two  liaes  of  Bteazaers  being  traiwferTed  to  l"™-' 
forsign  flags,  involving  bo  far  as  tikis  Island  U  concerned  a  loas  to 
Britisli  tonnage  of  160,466  tons  distributed  between  104  vesseU. 
On  the  other  l^d,  the  inauguration  of  the  Imperial  Direct  West 
India  Mail  Service  in  Febmaiy,  1901,  ia  calculated  to  add  to  oar 
inward  Britiah  tonnage  a  minimum  average  of  49,270  tons  de- 
voted entirely  to  the  interests  of  the  Island. 

The  loss  to  British,  tonnE^(e  and  gain  to  foreign  for  steamers 
during  the  year  was :  — 


1899-1900. 

1900-1901.      [    Loss. 

QaiD. 

BritiHh  steamers  ... 
ForeigQ  ateamera... 

No.     1    Tons. 
1.427  j  570,317 

366  I  304,627 

No.        Tom. 
315  '  452,613 

441  1370,317 

1 

Tom. 
117,704 

Tons. 

65,790 

exceeded  that  of  foreign,  thus: — 

1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

Toreign  Htenmen 

Tom. 
1.236 

832 

Tons. 
1,437 

839 

The  British  sailing  trade  with  Jamaica  is  mostly  carried  en 
by  small  inter-colonial  vessels,  many  being  from  the  Cayman 
Islands. 

The  greater  number  of  f(H«ign  vessels  trading  with  Jamaica 
are  If  orw^an  and  American.  In  1900-1901  269  of  the  former 
entered,  and  174  of  the  latter,  against  221  and  150  respectively 
in  1899-1900. 


lEI.  LEGISLATION. 


The  following  are  the  more*  important  laws  passed  during  the 
session  of  1900  which  were  a«seiited  to  during  the  year  under 
review,  via. :  — 

Law  6  of  1900. — This  law  amends  the  Succession  Duly  Law 
20  of  1898.    It  makes  accrual  by  survivonhip  of  joint  property 
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a  BUcceBsion,  jnroyides  for  Tarious  caaee  of  dispoaitioiis  of  pro- 
'    perty,  &c 

Law  7  of  190U— The  Criminal  Law  Appeal  Law,.  19U0.— This 
law  atnende  the  Taw  regulating  appeals  trom.  the  judgmenta  of 
Besideut  Magistratea  sitting  in  the  Ilesident  Magiatratea'  Court 
in  criminal  cases. 

Law  8  of  1900— The  Coast  and  Harbour  Lights  Law,  1900— 
vests  lighthouses  and  harbour  lights  in  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  the  care  and  inanag»nent  of  lighthouses  in  the  Director  of 
Public  Works,  and  of  harbour  lights  in  the  Marine  Board.  It 
provides  for  tbe  payment  by  ships  (except  ships  of  war)  and  by 
pleasure  yachta  of  dues  not  exceeding  3d.  per  ton  registered  ton- 
nage, the  rate  to  be  fixed  in  Privy  Council  and  the  proceeds  to  be 
carried  to  General  Revenue. 

Law  11  of  1900  consolidates  the  law  relating  to  coroners. 

Law  13  of  1900. — ^This  law  constitutes  the  town  of  Port  Royal, 
and  the  strip  of  land  called  the  Palisadoes  on  which  it  is  situated 
at  the  entrance  to  Eingst^m  harbour,  a  separate  parish,  except 
for  elections  to  Uie  Legislative  Council.  It  also  constitutes  a 
Ff^Mshial  Board  of  five  members,  viz.,  the  senior  naval  officer  at 
Fort  Royal,  chairman,  an  Admiralty  or  naty  officer,  and  an  army 
officer,  both  nominated  members ;  and  two  members,  elected  by 
the  townsfolk  triennally.  The  War  Department  and  Admiralty 
property  are  exempted  from  ratee  leviable  by  the  Board  in  con- 
sideration of  fixed  uinual  contributions  to  the  revenue  of  the 
parish. 

Law  14  of  1900— The  Town  Police  Law,  1900— enables  the 
provisions  of  the  Kingston  Police  Laws  to  be  applied  te  such 
other  towns  not  being  in  that  parish  as  the  Governor  in  Privy 
Council  may  think  fit. 

Law  16  of  1900  enables  moneys  received  from  Quit  Rente,  and 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Parochial  Board  Reserved  Fund,  to 
be  applied  to  such  purposes  and  in  such  amounts  as  may  from, 
time  to  time  be  authorised  by  resolution  of  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Laic  17  of  1900— The  Landlords'  Bailiffs  Law,  1900.— This 
law  limits  the  privilege  of  appointment  as  landlords'  bailiffs  to 
such  persons  as  may  be  recommended  by  two  Justices  of  their 
parish,  after  certain  enquiries  by  the  chief  police  officer  of  the 
parish.  The  law  also  fixee  a  schedule  of  fees  and  enables  rules 
to  be  made  for  regulating  the  bailiffs'  duties. 

Law  IS  of  1900  provides  for  certain  actions  at  law  arising 
from  contract  or  tort  for  amounte  exceeding  £15  or  such  other 
minimum  amounte  as  the  Govetnor  in  Privy  Cooncil  may  fix, 
which  were  formerly  disposed  of  in  the  Resident  Magistrates' 
Court  for  Kingston,  being  tried  instead  by  a  Puisne  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  object  being  to  relieve  the  lower  Court  of 
such   proportion  of   ite   civil   work    as  would    enable   certain 


,  Google 


COLONIAL    REPOBTS — AITlfUAL. 


(B.)  MiNBS,  Mandpactcbes,  and  Fibhbbies. 

TSo  miuee  Iiavs  been  worked  in  Jamaica  for  many  years  past. 
Several  copper  mining  enterprisee  were  embarked  on  in.  former 
tdmoB,  but  the  quantity  of  ore  extracted  has  not  repaid  the  cost  of 
working.  Small  quantities  of  gfold,  silver,  platinum,  and  other 
metalfi  have  occasionally  been  found. 

The  principal  manufactories  of  the  Island  ore  the  sugar  works 
and  the  mm  distillerieB  attached  to  them.  The  cofEee  and  cocoa 
caring  works  may  also  be  regarded  ae  factories.  The  Blue  Book 
Betums  for  the  year  enumerated  SO  other  minoir  manufactories, 
as  against  83  in  1899-1900  and  76  in  1898-1899.  These  esta- 
blishments are  of  small  importance,  mostly  employing  but  two 
or  three  hands.  The  greatest  nnmber  of  persons  are  employed 
by  the  Kingstmi  match  factoiy  and  by  a  faotory  in  Saint  Ann's 
for  extracting  essential  oil  frcoa  limes. 

Amongst  eetabiiBbments  of  this  class  Utwe  were: — 


— 

1899-1900. 

1900.^1901. 

Tanneries 

26 

24 

Cigar  and  cigarette  fsctories      

18 

19 

11 

9 

Aentud  water  factories 

7 

7 

Ice,  soap,  bricks,  commeal,  and  rice,  logwood  extracts,  cocoa- 
nut  oil  and  cocoanut  butter  are  also  manufactured  to  a  small 
cedent  in  this  Island. 

"Fishing  is  carried  on  by  more  or  less  primitive  methods  for 
Island  consumption,  to  a  considerable  extent  ofE  the  coasts  and 
to  a  moderate  extent  in  the  rivers.  The  river  fisheries  are  pre- 
served by  a  close  season  and  by  provisions  of  law  forbidding  the 
use  of  explosives  and  of  nets  with  too  fine  a  mesh. 

(C.)  Department  of  Public  Gardens  and  Plantations. 

From  Hope  Gardens,  its  head  station  and  principal  dUbibu- 
tJng  centre,  the  Botanic  Department  sold  m  1900-1901  76,037 
plants  and  578  cocoa  pods  (for  seed),  and  gave  away  T,621  plants. 
Th,e  total  number  of  plants  distributed  was  76,847  economic  and 
6,711  ornamental  plants;  total,  82,668  plants.  In  the  previous 
year  115,839  economic  and  16,266  ornamental  plants,  total, 
132,104,  were  distributed  from  Hope.  In  1899-1900,  2,606 
plants,  nearly  all  economic,  were  distributed  from  Castleton; 
and  in  1900-1901,  4,826. 
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Jahaica,  Budded  citrus  and  pineapple  plants  and  cocoa  poda  are  oeca- 
1900-1901,  sionally  obtained  from  planters  for  applicantfl,  and  it  is  now  Uia 
~~~  general  policy  of  the  Department  not  to  compete  with  private 
growere  when  they  are  able  to  supply  demands  for  young  plants. 
Sometimee  applicants  are  referred  direct  to  a  private  grower,  in 
other  cases,  where  the  applicant  lives  a  long  way  off  from  the 
grower,  the  Department  obtains  the  plants  or  pods  and  packs 
sad  distributes  them  free  of  chai^. 

15,494  citrus  plants  were  distributed  during  the  year  hy  the 
Department.  Two  or  three  years  ago  the  demand  waa  ohie^ 
for  citrus.  The  nurset;  work  at  Hope  is  regarded  ae  the  most 
important  business  of  Uie  Deparianent,  it  being  neoeesary  to 
keep  large  numbers  of  plants  in  stock  to  meet  possible  demands. 
90,000  plants  are  now  available  for  distribution.  Among 
economic  plants,  besides  cocoa  and  citrus,  rubber  plantSi  nut- 
megs, coffee,  kola,  grape-vines,  cane  tope,  timber  trees,  Ac,  were 
in  demand  in  1900-1901. 

The  gardens  at  Hope  are  made  attractive  to  visitois  by  well- 
kept  lawns  and  beds  of  ornamental  plants.  The  new  orchid 
house,  erected  during  1900-1901,  is  stocked  mainly  by  inter- 
changing Jamaica  orchids  with  exotic  species  oblained  from 
noted  nuTseries  abroad.  The  Commiasioiner  of  Agriculture  for 
the  West  Indies  considers  it  to  be  the  most  beautiful  collection 
in  the  West  Indies.  Whilst  it  has  become  necesaary  to  keep 
down  expenditure  to  the  lowest  figure  consistent  with  efficiency, 
the  Director  points  out  that  experts  in  the  work  undertaken  by 
the  Department  are  astonished  at  the  results  obtained  with  the 
amount  available. 

.  With  a  view  to  economy  and  to  enable  increased  attention  to 
be  paid  by  the  Department  to  the  interests  of  agriculture,  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  expenditure  of  the  Department  was  effected 
this  year  on  the  recommendatioa  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
The  grant  for  labour  at  G^tleton  Gardens  was  reduced  by  one- 
third, and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Hill  Qardens  was  transferred 
to  Hope  Gardens,  and  the  former  Superintendent  of  Hill 
Gardens,  Mr.  Cradwick,  who  has  proved  a  very  efficient  agricul- 
tural instructor,  has  bean  enabled  to  devoto  his  whole  time  to 
agricultural  lectures  and  demonstrationB  throughout  the  Island. 
A  larger  appropriation  was  also  thus  made  available  for  carrying 
on  the  agricultural  experiment  station  at  Hope  Gordens,  undCr 
the  supervision  of  a  committee  subsidiary  to  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, with  the  Director  otf  Public  Gardens  as  Chairman.  At 
this  station  elementary  school  teachers  and  tiBoning  college 
students  have  received  annual  courses  of  instructimL  from 
Mr.  Buttenshaw,  the  Imperial  lecturer  on  .agriculture,  and 
Mr.  T.  J.  Harris,  of  the  Botanical  Department 

1,784  copies  of  the  Bulletin  oi  this  Department  are  distributed 
monthly,  1,244  of  which  are  sent  abroad,  whilst  other  copies  are 
sent  to  enquirers  for  information.  In  1900  articles  were  pub- 
lished on  agricultural  principles,  the  chemical  composition  of 
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bananas  and  plantains,  on  fibres,  fodder,  medicinal,  rubber  and  Jahaio*. 
spice  plants,  diseases  and  insect  pesta  of  plants,  manures,  &f.  1900-Wt, 
Eleven  works  were  obtained  for  the  library. 

The  following  are  brief  notes  of  the  botanical  work  done  with 
a  view  of  providin|f  the  proper  cultivation  or  treatment  for  expor- 
tation of  the  chief  economic  plants  grown  in  the  Colony. 


liuiuiiirix. 

A  conference  wae  held  in  December,  1900,  and  the  discussion 
has  resulted,  the  Director  of  Public  Gardens  considers,  in  some 
advance  in  knowledge  and  also  in  changes  in  methods  of  oul- 
iavation.  Twenty-three  varieties  of  banana  are  being  esprari- 
mentally  cultivated  at  Hope  Q-ardena.  The  planting  of  cocoa 
with  bajianas,  to  succeed  them  as  a  permanent  crop,  has  been 
strongly  advocated  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  by  the 
officers  of  the  Botanical  Department,  and  the  travelling  ogrioul- 
tural  instructor  has  induced  many  planters  to  adopt  this  cul- 
vation. 

Cilrus  Frv.it. 

The  best  stocks  for  budding  for  navel  oranges  are  found  to  be 
the  rough  lemon  and  sour  oranges,  and  for  grape  fruit  the  sour 
lemon.  Navel  oranges  and  grape  fruit  in  Jamaica  thrive  well 
in  hot  dry  plains,  but  require  systematic  irrigation. 


Grapes  were  cultivated  largely  for  many  years  at  Hope,  but, 
though  the  vines  grow  vigorously,  it  has  been  found  impossible 
there  to  rely  on  weather  both  warm  enough  and  sufficiently  dry 
for  them  to  ripen.  A  few  plants  are  now  cultivated  to  give 
instruction  in  pruning,  thinning  bunches,  &c.  But  grapes 
thrive  and  ripen  well  and  have  proved  a  profitable  crop  in  and 
about  Kingston,  near  the  sea.  Apprentices  trained  at  Ho>pe  are 
sent  out  at  the  proper  season,  on  application,  to  prune  vines. 

The  black  "Borbaiossa"  is  found  in  Jamaica  to  be  the  heaviest 
cropper  with  the  handsomest  appearance. 

Cffee. 

561  plants  of  tlte  Liberiau  variety  were  distributed.  All  the 
varieties  are  thriving.  ■  The  agricultural  instructor  makes  a 
iwint  of  instructing  small  settlers  how  to  secure  good  full  berries, 
an  important  point  as,  with  the  low  prices  current  consequent  on 
the  immense  production  in  Brazil,  only  fine  coffee  is -worth 
cultivatiilg. 
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1.  Kola. 

509  seedlings  distributed.  The  Director  of  the  BoiaDin 
Gardens,  Cameroons,  states  that  the  variety  of  kola  grown  hera 
(Cola  vera)  u  the  best  edible  variety,  and'  the  trees  grown  are 
much  finer  thaa  any  he  has  Been  in  West  Africa. 

MuHffoei. 

An  experiment  waa  made  in  shipping  mangoes.  They  were 
picked  when  just  full,  handled  very  tenderly,  packed  about 
twelve  together  in  small  baxee  with  large  bolee  for  veatilatioin, 
and  were  sncceeefully  exported.  Mango  trees  grow  luxuriaotly 
in  Jamaica,  and  bear  immense  crope  of  this  deUcions  fruit,  which 
might,  with  care  in  shipping,  be  made  an  important  article  of 
export 

Nut  meg  X. 

1,214  seedlings  distributed.  The  important  exp^dment«  ia 
grafting  with  a  view  to  the  propagation  of  female  trees  were  oon- 
tinaed. 

rinenpplea. 

The  agricultural  instructor  advises  that  large  tracts  of  land  in 
Vere  and  St.  Elizabetii  appear  to  be  suited  for  this  fruit. 

Rubber 
2,704  i^auts  were  distributed ;  all  the  varieties  are  doing  well. 

■Sugar  cane. 

Three  and  a  quarter  acres  are  planted  out  with  62  varieties 
from  all  parts  of  the  world;  36  new  varieties  were  obtained  from 
Demerara  and  8  from  Barbadoa.  15,103  tops  were  distributed. 
There  is  a  large  demand  now  for  new  seedling  canes. 

Four  acres  have  been  planted  out  for  investigation  into  the 
proper  methods  oif  cultivation  and  curing,  and  the  help  of  a 
Cuban  tobacco  planter  secured  f<»-  the  latter. 

(D.)  Land  Gbants,  Salb8)  Ac. 

Grants. 

Two  patents  of  forfeited  land,  amounting  tt^ether  to  710 
acrea,  were  conveyed  to  the  West  India  Improvement  Company 
during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the  Railway  Law  12  of 
1889;  making  a  total  of  74,433  acres  granted  to  this  Cwnpany  as 
part  of  the  consideration  f  ot  the  extensions  of  the  r^way  pro- 
vided by  them.     Over  2,000  acres  still  remain  to  be  granted. 
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quantitj. 

value 

^ 

price  of  the  10 

mncipal  Exports,  viz.—                        

Feroentage 

Iiior«u«  or  Deoreufl 

on  1899-1900. 

Price. 

Remarks. 

Quwtity. 

ValM. 

+      17 

+ 

7-3 

1899-00 
1900-01 

60    0 
55    0 

pwowt. 

Price      rieing     genewUy.      1898-99 

SOk.  10i(.  percwt. 

—     24-7 

— 

23-6 

1899-00 

1900-01 

57    3 
61     0 

„   M. 

Tftlue  has  about  trebled  in  decade. 
Price  declined,  but  imug  ag&in. 
1898-99.  57«.  ad.  per  M. 

+       1-6 

+ 

8 

1899-00. 
1900-01 

34    0 
36    8 

„    owt. 

Yalae  abont  half.  Price  little  more  than 
half  that  of  10  or  12  vean  ago  ;  asain 
riang.    1898-99,  29«.  5d.  per  cwt. 

+       2-5 

+ 

2-5 

1899-00 
1900-01 

1     6 
1     6 

„  banch. 

Valne   more    than  dcnbled   in  decade 
Price  fairiy  steady.     1898-99,  1..  3d, 

per  bunch. 

-     17-4 

_ 

20 

1899-00 
1900-01 

27    0 

26    0 

»  u- 

Value  more  than  doubled  in  decade. 
PriceB  lower  in  last  two  or  three  yean. 
1898-99,248.  IW.  perM. 

+      31-9 

+ 

■9-4 

1899-00 
1900-01 

60    0 

50    0 

„  CTrt. 

Value  1900-01  nearly  fow  times  that  of 
10  to  12  years  ago.  Price  lower  that 
year,  but  rising  generaUy.  1898-99, 
57».  lOrf.  per  cwt. 

+      17-7 

+ 

26-5 

1899-W: 
1900-01 

54    0 

58    0 

„    ton. 

Value  1900-01  between  a  third  and  a 
quarter  of  10  to  12  years  ago.  Price 
100*.  in  1893-94;  declined,  but  seems  to 
bebrightening.  1 898-99, 52».6rf.  per  ton. 

—     18-9 

36-3 

1899-00 

1900-01 

28    0 

22    0 

„   cwt. 

about  double  that  of  10  to  12  years 
ago.     Price    1900-01    abont   average 

Value  1900-01  about  three-fifth  that  of  10 

-     10-6 

+ 

16-4 

1899-00 

1     8 

„   g&Uon. 

to  12  years  ^o.      Price  1900-01  far 

1900-01 

2    -2 

beyond  that  of  late  years,  and  approxi- 

li.  ill.  per  gallon. 

—     24-4 

15 

1899-00 

1900-01 

10  0 

11  0 

„    cwt. 

Value  1900-01  little  more  than  half  that 
of  10  to  !2  yeRi'H  ago.  Prioe  which  had 
declined  greatly,  appreciably  improved. 

1898-99.  8-;  4-/.  per  cwt. 

- 

- 

3-1 





- 

- 

6-1 



_ 

- 

- 

3-3 



— 
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Jamaica,        The  falling  off  in.  quantity  of  pimento,  ram  and  BOgiff  iras  due 
I90(M901,  ^f,  short  crops  resulting  frcnn  unfaTonrable  seasons.     The  price 
^"^        of  pimento,  moreover,  fell  from  28*.  to  22*.  per  cwt.     "Rum  and 
sugar  realised  improved  prices,  that  of  mm  resulting,  notwith- 
standing the  short  output,  in  an  increase  of  value  hj  £21,478. 

The  general  purchaaLng  power  of  the  laboariotg  cIbm,  bo  far 
as  it  d^Muds  on  these  industries,  is,  horrever,  far  more  affected 
b;  the  bulk  of  the  crop  thui  by  the  price  it  ultimately  fetches. 

Logwood  shows  an  increase  in  quantify,  price,  and  total  value, 
the  last  1^  £20,647.  Logwood  extract  was  valued  at  £31,599, 
in  place  of  £15,881  in  1899-1900. 

The  exports  of  tobacco  also  showed  a  decided  improvement, 
native-made  cigars,  cigE^ettes,  and  leaf-tobacco  totalling — 


— 

1900-1901. 

1899-1900. 

I.c»». 

Cigarettes  

Cigua        

Leaf  tobacco         

£      «.    rf. 
1,967  19    0 

15.t»4    0    3 

5,067  10    0 

£      f.     rf. 
3!1  12    0 

11.630    0  10 

1,404  10    0 

£      ».    rf. 
1,646    7    0 

4,103  19    6 

3,663    0    0 

Total      

22,669    9    3 

13,246    2    5 

9,413    6  10 

alt(«ether  £9,413  more  than  in  1899-1900. 

Capital  and  skill  appear  to  be  now  employed  in  ihe  tobacco 
indaatry  with  improving  results. 

The  bee-keeping  industry,  which  is  almost  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  persons  of  limited  means,  shows  remarkable  improve- 
ment, honey  having  increased  in  value  in  five  yeexs  from  £1,891 
to  £10,739.  This  fact  indicates  the  exerciBe  of  increased  intelli- 
gence and  industry. 

The  export  of  bananas  suffered  considerably  from  the  effects 
of  violent  storms  of  rain  and  wind  in  the  autumn  of  1899,  other- 
wise, no  doubt,  this  staple  would  have  shown  a  far  greater 
increase.  (}reat  interest  attached  to  the  endeavour  of  Messrs. 
Elder,  Dempster  &  Co.  to  establish  a  mej-ket  for  bananas  in 
England.  Their  steamers  receiving  a  subsidy  of  £40,000  a  year 
(£20,000  from  the  Imperial  Oovemment  and  £20,000  from  the 
OoTemment  of  Jamaica)  took  their  first  two  fortnightly  catgoee 
at  the  close  of  the  year  under  review.  They  are  under  contract 
to  buy  and  ship  not  less  than  20,000  bunches  by  each  fort- 
nightly steamer,  but  the  venture  can  only  be  successful,  or, 
indeed,  of  appreciable  importance  to  this  branch  of  the  tr«de  of 
the  Island,  if  it  is  found  possible  to  establish  an  export  of  much 
greater  volume.  This  it  is  the  hope  and  expectation  of  the  con- 
tractors to  be  able  to  do. 
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The  export  of  oatUe,  sheep,  and  fowU,  and  of  yams  and  other    Jamaica. 
groimd  provisionfi  to  Cuba,  which  dsTeloped  during  and  after   1900-1991. 
the  late  war  ia  that  Island,  has  now  |n«ctically  ceased  with  the        '~~ 
establishment  of  good  goTemment  and  renewal  of  cnltivatioa 
there.     Thns,  the  valne  of  exported  oattle  fell  from  £24,881  to 
£4,791,  and  tJiat  of  yams  from  £3,220  to  JEi;201. 

The  esportft  oif  the  last  five  years  have  been  distribnted  as 
shown  in  the  following  taUe :  — 


DertiMtion. 

1893-97, 

1897-98. 

1898-99 

189fr-1900  1900-01. 

Caited  Kingdom 

27-4 

22-0 

20-6 

ld-2 

18-8 

United  States       

66-6 

62-3 

691 

63-6 

63-8 

Caiwda       

1-2 

1-4 

1-4 

-    1-6 

1-8 

Other  conntrieB     

14-8 

14-3 

18-9 

16-6 

16-6 

The  decrease  in  exportationB  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
eorre^ondxDg  increase  in  those  to  the  United  States  are  aitri- 
butable  to  the  fact  that  about  45  per  cent,  of  the  exports  now 
consiBtB  of  fruit,  a  highly  peii^able  article,  much  of  which  it 
has  hitherto  been  impossible  to  ship  to  England. 

The  effect  of  the  institution  of  the  direct  line  of  steamers  in 
stimulating  British  trade  with  Jamaica  will  be  anxiously 
watcshed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relative  propration  of  the  chief 
items  of  repent  in  the  last  fi-ve  years :  — 


— 

l89fi-97. 

]e!)7-98. 

1898-99. 

1899-1900 

1900-01. 

a«gsr ..:      

10-1 

8-3 

9-8 

10-8 

9-6 

Bum 

8-4 

6-3 

6-1 

7-2 

8-8 

Coffee 

14-4 

11-4 

10-5 

7-8 

91 

Dyewoodi      

11-e 

8-9 

8^ 

4-8 

6-2 

Pnot 

34-3 

42-8 

41-4 

45-0 

46-2 

Pimento         

6-2 

3-6 

83 

97 

6-4 

Minor  produets 

16-1 

18-7 

15-1 

14-7 

14-8 

Sugar,  fruit,  and  cocoanuts  are  shipped  almost  entirely  to  the 
United  States ;  the  proportion  of  the  first  staple  which  went  to 
the  United  Kingdom  in  1900-1901  was  only  about  one- 
fourteenth.  38,880  bunches  of  bananas  went  by  the  new  direct 
line  to  England.  Hum  still  finds  its  jnincipal  market  in  the 
United  Eingd(»n.    In  1900-1901    three-fourths  of  the  coffee 
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•Umaim,    went  to  France  and  the  Toited  State*,  Uie  remuining  loqrtlL 
IWJ-IWI:  almost  entirely  to  tlie  T'nJted  EingdMu.     "Qa  United  States  and 

Boasia  took  most  of  the  logwood;  tiie  United  States  and  United 

Kingdom  thiee-fonrtlu  oE  the  inmento,  and  most  ol  the  gingo*; 

Fiance  shares  with  both  in  cocoa  as  well  as  eoffee ;  .Oermany  in 

pimento. 

As  already  stated,  these,  excloding  apecae,  decreased  b; 
£111,872.  Decreases  occorred  under  all  heads  of  any  import- 
ance. The  principal  decrease  was  in  manufactured  articles,  on 
which  alone  it  was  £97,540,  a  shrinkage  of  nearly  10  per  cent,  on 
the  previous  year's  figure.  The  shrinkage  on  raw  materials  was 
£7^20,  or  over  10  per  cent,  while  that  on  live  animals,  food,  Ac., 
was  only  £6,514,  or  less  than  1  per  oent.  The  importation  of 
lire  cattle  diminished  under  tiie  restrictionB  of  the  cattle 
quarantine  laws  and  the  continned  effect  of  the  heavy  impc»l 
duty.  All  kinds  of  alcoholic  beverages,  except  whisky,  diow 
a  flying  off,  as  did  bread,  biscuit,  butter  and  butter  substitutes, 
com,  provisions,  and  flour.  The  decrease  in  the  value  of  floor 
by  £18,683  was,  howerer,  acc<mipejiied  1^  an  increase  in  quan- 
tity of  4,276  lbs.  Salted  be^,  pml,  and  Ssh  of  all  descriptione 
showed  an  increase  in  value  by  about  £15,000,  due  generally  to 
higher  prices. 

The  imports  of  condensed  milk  and  Hoc  rose  in  value  l^ 
£C,708  and  £3,269  respectively.  The  steady  increase  for  many 
years  past  in  importations  of  condensed  milk  in  a  country  so 
,  favourable  for  milch  catUe  is  not  a  satisfactory  sign.  Importa- 
tions of  chemical  and  natural  manures  appreciably  increased, 
the  latter  totalling  £6,628. 

Among  the  manufactared  articles,  the  greatest  decreases  in 
textiles  are  cm  wearing  apparel  and  slops  £12,036,  cotton  jnece 
goods  £20,643,  and  woollen  unmixed  £13,990,  the  last  being 
puiJally  set  oft  hs  mixed  woollens  £10,499.  Boots  and  ^oes 
show  a  decline  of  £10,168,  and  wooden  building  materials,  both 
lumber  and  shingles,  of  £10,693.  There  has  been  a  very  notice- 
able curtailment  in  building  operations  in  the  Island  within  the 
last  two  or  three  years.  The  imports  of  agricultural  machinery 
show  a  satisfactoiy  increase  of  £21,318. 

The  following  table  shows  the  respective  proportions  in  which 
imports  were  obtained  from  various  coontries  in  the  past  fiTe 
yeaa:  — 


Conntry. 

1896-97 

1897-98 

1898-99Jl899-1900 

1 

1900-01. 

irnited  Kingdom 

49-9 

47-2 

44-7 

47-2 

45-4 

United  State*        

39-4 

430 

451 

43-0 

43-0 

Cnadtt        

8-2 

71 

71 

7-1 

8-4 

Other  conntriw     

2-5 

2-7 

3-1 

27 

5-2 
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ecoaomies   to   be    effected    in   the-  establishment  of    Besident    JamaKU, 
MftgiBtratea'  Courts.  1900-1801. 

Law  19  of  1900  enables  the  Director  off  Public  Works  to 
relicTB  any  Parochial  Board  at  its  request  and  with  the  approval 
of  the  Governor  in  Privy  Council,  for  such  period  as  may  hy 
ciTcumstanoea  be  determined,  of  the  care  md  management  of 
any  system  of  water  supply. 

Law  21  of  1900— The  Tax  Collection  Law,  1900.— This  law 
changes  the  date  of  commencement  of  the  tax  collection  year 
fnmi  the  lat  August  to  the  let  April,  being  tiiB  date  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  official  financial  year  of  the  Government.  It 
also  enables  asaessed  taxes,  exceeding  in  amount  eight  shillings 
per  annum,  to  be  paid  in  four  equal  quarterly  instahaents,  pro- 
vided payment  be  made  in  the  first  month  of  the  quarter  con- 
cerned. 

Law  23  of  1900  enables  the  Governor  in  Privy  Council  to  maJce 
bye-laws  for  the  regulation  <^  land  used  for  an  artillery  or  rifie 
range,  a  school  of  gunnery  or  like  parpoee. 

Law  26  of  1900— The  Soap  Excise  Duty  Law,  1900.— Tliis  law 
imposes  an  excise  duty  of  tenpenoe  per  box  of  soap  weighing  66 
lbs.,  or  lees  or  more  duty  proportionately  to  the  contents,  aad 
license  duty  of  £1  for  each  soap  manufactory ;  it  also  provides 
for  the  giving  of  returns,  inspection  of  factories,  &c.  The  im- 
port du^  of  3s.  Id.  per  box  of  soap  of  56  lbs.,  equal  to  about 
50  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  imported  soap,  acted  as  a  high  pro- 
tective duty  ia  favour  of  local  manufacturers  of  soap  who  paid 
only  the  usual  ad  valormi  duty  of  16f  per  cent,  on  raw  materials. 

Law  27  of  1900  repeals  ftmner  Marine  Board  Laws  and  con- 
solidates and  amends  their  provisions. 

Law  28  of  1900— T^ie,  Tobacco  Duty  Law,  1900.— This  law 
repeals  the  Cigar  and  Cigarettes  Duty  Law,  1897,  except  as  to 
rights,  liabilities,  &c.,  incurred  thereunder. 

The  requirements  of  the  former  law  were  found  onerous  and 
difficult  to  enforce  in  many  respects.  The  new  law  applies  only 
to  manufacturers,  and  requires  any  person  making  cigars, 
whether  for  sale  oo*  not,  to  take  out  a  license  of  6j.  per  10,000 
cigars,  or  fractional  part ;  and  any  person  making  cigarettes  and 
pipe  tobacco  (except  "  rope  "  tobacco)  to  take  out  one  of  5*.  It 
also  imposes  a  duty  of  Is.  per  100  cigars,  Id.  per  100  cigarettes, 
and  Qd.  per  lb.  tobacco.  The  keeping  of  stock  books.  Government 
inspection,  &c.,  is  further  provided  for. 

Law  30  of  1900  amends  the  Spirit  License  Law  of  1896  by 
allowing  the  sale  of  spirits  on  passenger  coastal  steamers,  and 
also  relaxes  the  provisions  of  the  former  law  as  to  tiie  process  for 
renewing  license,  obtaining  transfers  where  licensed,  dimensions 
of  premises,  &c.  It  adds  a  penalty  for  a  retailer  failing  to  keep 
a  stock  hotk.  , 
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Jamuca,  Law  33  of  1900  repeals  former  provisioiLS  of  law  r^ardiog 
i»00-190i;  arbitration,  provides  for  reference  to  a  eingh  arbitrator  Tmle» 
oiberwiBe  specified,  for  appointment  by  two  arbitrators  of  an 
umpire,  Ac. 

Law  34  of  1900— The  Parochial  Finance  Law,  1900.— This 
law  Amplifies  the  keeping  of  parochial  accounts,  consolidates  the 
Poor,  Sanitary  and  General  Purposes  Funds  and  Rates  into  one 
general  fund  and  rate  for  each  parish,  and  allows  of  separate 
local  rates  being  levied  for  purposes  benefitting  a  perticular 
town  OT  district  of  any  parish. 

Law  35  of  1900  enables  Parochial  Boards  to  appoint  inspec- 
tors of  food  offered  for  aaJe,  and  makes  better  provision  for  pre- 
venting the  sale  of  unwholesome  food. 

Law  36  of  1900  enables  the  G-ovemor  to  borrow  from  the 
Imperial  Treasury,  to  meet  the  deficit  in  the  Colony's  assets,  a 
sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  in  all  £150,000,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Colonial  Loans  Act,  1S99. 

Law  37  of  1900  provides  for  meeting  from  Jamaica  funds  one 
half  of  the  subsidy  payable  1^  this  Oovemment  to  the  contac- 
tors for  the  direct  steamer  service  with  the  United  Kingdom. 

Lfiws paxxfd  fliirl-fi  ike  Se»siun  «^iy01,  bef<'if  the  'Hit  Marrk. 

Law  1  of  1901 — The  Jamaica  Eailway  Vesting  Law,  1901. — 
The  law  confirms  the  First  Mortgage  Bondholders  of  the  Jamaica 
railway  in  their  position  as  holders  of  Inscribed  Stock,  and  pre- 
scribes the  steps  to  be  taken  for  securing  the  payment  of  interest 
due  to  them.  It  formally  vests  the  railway  in  the  Qovemment, 
which  assumes  Liabilities  of  the  railway  company  with  those  of 
the  trustees  of  First  Mortgage  Bondholders  and  releases  t^e 
trustees  absolutely. 

Law  2  of  1901  places  constables  on  probation  for  three  months 
after  enlistment,  so  as  to  enable  their  services,  when  not  likely  to 
be  useful,  to  be  dispensed  with,  instead  of  (mly  for  misconduct  or 
on  a  medical  certificate  as  in  the  former  low. 

Law  4  of  1901  repeals  the  Patent  Law  so  far  as  it  makes  for- 
feitable patent  rights  not  brought  into  operation  within  two 
years. 

Law  5  cd  1901. — As  calcium  carbide  was  coming  into  use  iae 
lighting  purposes,  this  law  brings  the  substanoe,  as  a  dangerous 
explosive,  into  a  similar  category  to  petroleum  as  to  its  storage 
and  sale,  requires  licenses  to  be  taken  out.  Sua. 

Law  6  of  1901  appropriates  quit  rents  and  produce  protection 
duties  to  general  revenue,  except  so  far  as  proceeds  of  quit  rents 
are  required  to  pay  moieties  of  the  salaries  of  superintendents  of 
Parochial  Boards. 

Law  T  of  1901  makes  persons  in  possession  of  unoccupied 
houses  in  Kingston  liable  to  a  rate  of  %\d.  in  ihe  pound  in  1900- 
1901,  and  in  subsequent  years  to  a  rate  not  to  exceed  one-fourth 
of  the  general  rate  (ate  under  Law  34  oS.  1900). 
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L«r  9  QjF  190}— Ute  Land'  Tax  Law,  IflOl— ^tnides  addi-  .  JiiujQ*, 
tional  refveime  1^  iiriptwiig  in  ^aoe  oftli<»e'&nn«riy  leviabla  lOOOJMI. 
ondsTTariiyas'la^  annraUdiitff  acaleof  higharratMi.geiieritLly 
baaed  approcdma'toly  oiitha  diSereoit  Talues estimftitrd  frmu-tiie 
ootiTatioii  of-ditfttnlnt  products,  and  Anging  from  ohe- Eikilling 
peraJae  forbonaa^  caneland,  &&,  to  on^Jbalfpeimyper  oere  cpi 
woodland  snd  rBiiLait&  It  alaamCTeaMegfindrBUy-tibe  taxM-Vk 
lioldin^  above  &ve  aoiM; 

Law  10  of  1901  ooneolidatofi  former  aMesameot '  laws  appli- 
eable  to  KingBton  and  amenda  tSiem  1^  pnmdinig  for  "&.»  appoint- 
ment of  a  oommiitee  (HHuisting  of  three  City  CounoiUon 
ftppmnted  by  the  Mayor  and  three  members  of  the  Kingston 
General  CommtBsiMi,  with  an  independent  resident  of  Kingston 
appointed  by  the  Qovemor.  The  committee's  fnnctiOn»  are  to 
inveatigate  into  and  supervise  valuations  made'by  assessors  ap- 
pointed l^  them.  ■ 

Law  12  of  1901— The  Match  Excise  Doty  Law,  1901.— The 
high  duty  on  imported  matches  had  seriously  affected  iinports 
of  matches  and  receipts  from  Customs  dnty  tlmreon  to  the  profit 
of  local  manufacturers.  To  remedy  this  while  allowing  a  fair 
profit  to  these  manufacturers,  Law  12  of  1901  iinposes  a  duty  of 
3t2.  on  every  gross  of  boxes  of  matches  manufactured  in  the 
Island  Gontaininft  60  sticks  or  less,  and  the  payment  of  a 
license  dul^  of  £1  in  respect  of  each  manufactory. 


IV.  EDUCATION. 
(A.)  Elehbntabt  Schools. 


i 
1 

1 

1          1 

^n 

If 

Year. 

1 

1 

II    IS 

11 

1 

1 

5 

8 

□s 

g 

Ji  1  h 

« 1  *  ■ 

11 

1 
1 

1 

.■2 

i 

1S99-1900 

746 

776 

98,698 

61,219 

61,470 

62-08 

187 

357 

219 

47,240 

1900-1801 

720 

717 

66,491 

60,978 

47,441 

58-«t 

IDS 

326 

186 

42,482 
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'Jaiuiqa,  The  above  table  shows  decreases  onder  all  heads  except  that 
190(^1IH)1.  of  the  first  class  schools,  whose  iuoresse  in  nximber  oat  of  a 
^^  eonsiderably  diminished  number  of  schoola  shows  the  tendmcy 
of  the  economies  which  have  been  pnt  into  force  during  the 
period.  The  same  tendency  was  shown  in  1899-1900  as  com- 
pared with  1898-1899;  the  percentage  of  first  class  schools  con- 
tinues  to  increase,  and  that  of  third  class  scUools  to  diminiith, 
tiiroagh  the  closii^f  or  amalgamBidim  of  &a  B>uperflao<aB  (V  in- 
efficient, whilst  that  of  the  second  class  remains  statiaaery. 

A  new  Code  was  brought  into  force  during  the  yeax,  but  meet 
of  the  ezaminaticnis  were  held  under  the  jn^msiona  of  the  former 
Code.  The  resttlts  of  the  new  Code  cannot  begin  to  be  tested 
generaUy  till  next  year,  but  im.pxtyvement  is  already  apparent 
in  the  best  schools,  which  have  made  determined  efEorts  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  new  Code.  The  good  increase  in  first 
class  schools,  which  now  exceed  for  the  first  time  the  lowest  class, 
shows  apparently  that  the  many  changes  in  their  work  intro- 
duced by  the  Code  have  not  had  otml  a  temporarily  disorganising 
efEeot. 

The  closing  and  amalgamation  of  inefficient  schools,  together 
with  iJie  restriction  of  the  age  limit  and  the  adoption  of  a 
stricter  method  ot  kee[Mng  the  attendance  register,  are  stated 
as  the  causes  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  names  in  the 
1>ook8.  It  is  satisfactory  that  the  result  of  amalgamations  has 
generaUy  been  decidedly  increaaed  efficiency. 

The  falling  off  in  average  attendance  since  October  Ist,  1899, 
which  began  when  the  new  age  limit  came  into  force,  excluding 
children  below  six  years  of  age  (except  in  a  few  infant  sc'hools 
able  to  teach  by  Kindei^arten  methods),  has  been  somewhat 
arrested  this  year,  an  improvement  being  especially  obeervable 
during  the  last  six  months.  Parents  in  distxicts  where  schools 
had  been  closed  or  amalgamated  at  first  refused  to  send  their 
children  to  a  school  a  little  further  away  than  the  one  they  had 
been  accustomed  to,  but  are  now  beginning  to  see  the  unwisdom 
of  this  refussl. 

With  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  schools  and  teachers,  the 
amount  of  the  grants-in-aid  diminished  considerably,  but  the 
increase  in  popnlaticoi  and  continued  im[«ovement  in  the 
quality  of  schools  will  naturally,  unless  further  closings  and 
amalgamations  of  schools  are  deemed  necessary  for  financial 
reastms,  lead  to  a  gradual  rise  in  the  total  amoont  of  these  grauta 
Expenditure  in  aid  of  voluntary  training  colleges  was  reduced 
from  £3,470  in  1899-1900  to  £2,660  in  1900-1901.  The  diminu- 
tion in  the  grants  to  training  colleges  uid  to  elementtuy  schools 
resulted  in  a  decreased  expenditure  under  the  head  of  Education 
from  £60,000  in  1899-1900  to  £55,286  in  1900-1901. 

Training  Colleges, 

At  the  training  coU^^e  Kcaminations  held  in  December,  19O0, 

130  students  and  24  teachers  presented  themselves.    Ill  of  the 
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fonner  pittued,  29  with  hoDOurs.  Of  the  teachara  13  poHed,  none 
witii  honouTB.  The  percentage  of  stadenie  who  passed  was  86'4, . 
as  agaiiut  91-3  in  1899-1900.  The  Superintending  Inspector  of 
Schools  0xp1ain«  that  the  proportion  last  year  was  an  excep- 
ti(HiaIl7  high  one.  65  per  cent,  of  the  teaflhers  passed,  a  number 
much  above  the  average.  The  number  of  teachers  who  present 
ihemselvea  for  examination  is  rapidly  increasing,  e.g.,  9  in  1898- 
1699,  IB  in  1899-1900,  and  24  in  1900-1901. 

In  Augiut,  1900,  a  course  of  lectures  on  agriculture  was  given 
to  teachers'at  the  Jamaica  High  School,  30  of  whom  were  boarded 
and  lodged  there  for  three  weeks.  These  teachers  had  daily  in- 
struction and  practice  in  elementary  agricultural  processes  at 
Hope  Gardens  under  the  supei-rision  of  the  officers  of  the  Station, 
and  theoretical  instruction  fr(»n  the  agricultural  lecturer,  whose 
services  are  paid  for  by  the  Imperial  Government.  Besides 
these  lectures  on  agriculture  in  the  morning  by  Mr.  Buttenshaw, 
in  the  afternoon  lectures  on  cognate  subjects,  such  as  tlie  pre- 
paration of  produce  for  the  market,  were  given  by  gentlemen 
specially  qualified  to  deal  with  them.  Some  results  from  these 
lectures  are  already  showing  themselves,  as  the  examiner  at  the 
training  college  examinations  held  four  months  later  noted  that 
the  papers  on  agriculture  showed  greatly  increased  intelligence 
and  grasp  of  the  subject.  Papers  on  domestic  ecomomy  also 
showed  marked  improvement.  Manual  training  was  taught  at 
the  Mico  College  with  very  satisfactory  results,  while  iwactioe- 
teaching  and  reading  at  training  colleges  generally  also  showed 
improvement. 

At  the  axamiuations  of  pupil  teachers  and  of  volunteer  candi- 
dates for  trade  scholarships,  for  admission  to  training  colleges 
and  for  exhibitions  at  other  schoole,  415  pupil  teachers  presented 
themselves,  of  whwn  250  passed,  as  against  480  last  year  with 
259  passes,  the  percentage  of  passes  being  60'2  against  &3'9  last 
year.  469  volunteer  candidates  presented  themselves,  of  whom 
210  passed,  as  against  662  last  year  with  190  passes,  the  per- 
centages being  42-7  in  this  and  287  in  the  previous  year.  TVlule 
these  figures  show,  as  did  those  of  1898-1899,  the  marked  in- 
feriority of  the  volunteer  candidates  compared  with  the  pupU. 
teachers,  the  figures  for  the  three  years  evidence  a  more  rajnd 
improvement  in  the  former  class,  due  in  some  measure,  the 
Superintending  Inspector  of  Schools  considers,  to  the  raising 
of  the  admission  fee  to  the  volunteer  examination,  but  also  to 
the  taking  of  greater  paina  in  the  preparation  of  candidates. 


^tmentary  Sckoolt, 

Progress  or  otherwise  in  tiieee  schools  may  be  briefly  sum- 
marised as  follows  from  the  reports  of  the  inspectors. 
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laJSjfln!  Beading  and  recitatiaa  are  atUl  in  general  very  nnsittufft&- 
liwo-iaoi,  fory,  though  the  use  of  the  tropical  readers,  which  convey  infor- 
mation ahoat  mattBTB  of  daily  interest,  and  the  blackboard 
'  ^EeroiBee  and  metiiod»  of  teaching  junior  standards  incnlcatad 
in  the  new  Code  have  had  good  effeots.  More  care  is  shown  in 
writing  and  written  cwmpoeition,  the  improveonent  in  the  latter 
being  largely  due  to  the  new  Code,  Bnt  the  results  aie  stall 
disappointing.  Some  improvement  is  shown  in  writing,  bat 
little  in  mental  arithmetic,  or  in  sums  requiring  thought  insteed 
of  mere  knowledge  of  rule. 

In  elementary  science,  of  which  agriculture  forms  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  teaching,  little  improvement  is  shown,  though 
there  ie  an  inoreased  tendency  in  teachers  to  use  practical  illus- 
trationB  and  simple  experimmts  which  must  in  the  long  run  be 
of  benefit. 

Drawing  shows  generally  a  want  of  accuracy,  though  one 
inspector  notes  improvement  under  this  head. 


The  reduction  in  the  grant  has  led  to  sewing,  in  some  of  the 
schools  without  a  female  teacher,  being  no  longer  taught 

School  appliances  show  improvement. 

The  school  aeeommodation  provided  is  suMcient  in.  most  places 
for  the  average  attendance.  A  number  of  schools  have  raised 
by  subscription  the  amount  necessary  \o  entitle  them  to  grants 
for  school  librariee. 

The  aervicee  of  a  trained  Kindergarten  teacher  were  secured 
during  the  year  at  the  Kingston  Board  School  for  the  infant 
department,  and  a  number  ^  teachers  have  been  instructed  in 
Kmde^arten  methods. 


Agricultural  Grants. 

The  work  done  at  some  of  the  schools  obtainii^  these,  and 
teaching  agiicnlture  practically  in  school  plots  by  ^sing  vege- 
tables, Ac,  is  very  satisfactory,  but  the  expenditure  generuly 
exceeds  the  income  from  the  Governments  grants  and  sales  ol 
produce,  qnd  as  manager  or  teacher  must  meet  the  defioi«Loy, 
the  number  of  these  schools  does  not  tend  to  increase. 

Ilie  teaching  staff  is  still,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Superintending 
Inspector,  inadequate  both  in  number  and  quality.  The  em- 
ployment of  ad  litional  women  teachers  continues  to  increase  in 
favour,  and  the  inspectors,  as  in  previous  years,  commeoit 
favourably  upon  the  results. 
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(B.)  Sbcovsabt  Education. 

)L8  under  the  Regulatic 
Schools  Commission. 


SlBtUaroh, 

BeaDltaatCambridg. 
1900. 

BdiooL 

Loc&Uty. 

1 

Boys. 

OW.. 

j 

■| 

1 

Jsnuica     High 
School. 

St.  Andrew... 

59 

- 

- 

31 

31 

17 

Wolmere,  Boys 

Kingston    ... 

105 

- 

- 

29 

25 

11 

Wohnera,  Girii 

Do. 

- 

162 

- 

87 

26 

7 

Titohf  ield 
Higher  OTode. 

Port  Antonio 

U 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-" 

Titchfield    Ble- 
nwntary- 

Do. 

122 

108 

86 

- 

- 

- 

Uiueas,  Boje ... 

Luces 

26 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

Eneeas,  Girb ... 

Do. 

- 

U 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Uftaniugs,  Bo  jb 

StLTannakMor 

36 

- 

- 

8 

6 

- 

Do. 

- 

31 

- 

12 

6 

_    - 

Monro    &n<l 

Dickeoson'B— 

Boys       ... 

Potsdam,  St. 
Eliubeth. 

58 

- 

- 

14 

14 

3 

oiiis     ... 

Hampton,  St. 
Bliiabeth. 

- 

64 

- 

17 

15 

3 

Uiddle  Grade... 

- 

- 

9 

5 

- 

Schools  (8). 

Vere  Uiatnct, 
Clarendon. 

717 

Girie) 
24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Beckford&nd 
Smiths. 

Spanish  Town 

~ 

— 

1 

1 

"~ 

UniTeraity  College,  attached  to  the  Jamaica  High  School,  pra- 
Tidea  facilities  for  local  study  ior  de^^rees  in  arts  and  science  at 
the  London  UniTenity.  The  work  of  the  endowed  Becondery 
schools  thronghoat  the  Island  ib  tested  annually  under  the  0am- 
Imdge  UniTetsit?  local  examination  schaaie. 
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Jahaici,  The  rnults  (rf  the  examinatioii  held  in  Decouber,  1900,  wen 
1800-1901  Mtufactoiy  for  nearly  all  the  sduxds  aod  highly  creditable  in 
"*~  the  case  of  the  Jamaica  High  School,  Wolmers  School,  and  the 
si^ooIb  of  the  Monro  and  Dickenson's  Troat.  One  of  the  High 
Sdiool  studentfl,  Mr.  J.  C.  Sharp,  was  placed  first  in  the  senior 
list  among  all  the  candidatea  from  England  and  the  Colonies. 
He  gained  six  marks  of  distinction,  and  the  High  School  30  of 
snch  markfi  in  all.  Mias  C.  Q^.  Fearman,  the  best  candidate  at 
tbe  local  examination  anumg  the  senior  girl  stadenis,  gained 
not  only  the  Cambridge  University  prize  oif  £12,  but  also  a 
Bcholarahip  of  the  value  of  £30  a  year  for  tiiree  years  at  Girton 
College. 

Frorision  ia  made  at  the  High  School  for  the  practical  training 
of  acholars  in  agricultnral  science  at  the  Government  Botanic 
Qardens  and  agricultnral  experiment  station,  adjoining  the 
school  premises. 

The  Government  agricultural  lecturer,  Mr.  Buttenahaw, 
devoted  daring  the  year  a  f ev  hours  weekly  to  teaching  agricul- 
.  ture  to  High  School  boys,  and  also  gave  lectures  at  TJniverBity 
College  to  boys  from  any  school,  and  to  other  students. 

Drawing  was  added  to  the  subjects  at  the  High  School. 
Wolmers  School  entered,  for  the  first  time,  for  the  examinationa 
of  the  Koyal  Drawing  Society,  with  69  candidates,  of  whom  52 
passed,  19  with  honours. 

An  examination  of  Titchfield  Higher  Grade  School  was  con- 
ducted by  an  inspector  of  schools,  who  reported  very  favourably 
but  recommended  certain  chajiges  in  the  curriculum,  rendering 
it  more  "  commercial "  than  "  clasaical."  These  recommenda- 
tions were  adopted  by  the  Schools  Commisaion.  The  curriculnm 
of  the  Titchfield  Elementary  School  was  also  reorganised  iu 
accordance  with  the  inspector  of  schools'  recommendation. 

New  schemea  have  been  adopted  for  the  Wolmers,  Mannings, 
and  Manchester  and  Yere  Trust  Schools.  On  the  rectxnmenda- 
tdon  of  the  Schools  Commission,  the  winner  of  the  Jamaica 
Scholarship,  hitherto  a  £200  scholarship,  tenable  for  three  years, 
has  been  allowed  to  elect  in  future  to  receive  either  £150  for 
four  years  or  £120  for  five  years. 


Shottwiiod   Training  College  for  Female  Elementary  School 
Teachers. 

This  College  is  now  managed  by  a  Board  of  Governors,  who 
receive  a  Government  grant  of  £1,200  a  year.  There  were  30 
students  in  training  throughout  the  year,  all  of  whom  presented 
themselves  for  examination  in  December;  27  passed,  7  with 
honotm. 

The  Manual  Training  School  at  Hanover  Street,  Eingstom, 
which  has  been  formally  placed  this  year  under  the  Bou^  of 
Edaoatitm,  has  classes  in  woodwork  for  boys,  which  are  open  to 
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other  scIiooIb,  and  also  for  teachen.  The  girls'  department  of  the    Jahau<a. 
aohool  was  dosed  at  the  Mid  i^  1900,  as  fands  did  not  penoit  at  l*>00-190l. 


work  soitable  for  ^rl«  being  arranged  for.     Kindergarten  work 
is  also  tanght 

Secmidary  School,  Montei/u  Bay. 

Average  number  29,  ae  agaiuBt  23  la»t  year.  A  reduction  in 
the  M&le  of  fees  largely  accounts  for  the  increase,  ^is  echoed 
was  very  favourably  reported  on  on  examination. 

In  addition  to  the  above  BchooU  and  collegee  u:e  the  Mioo, 
St.  Josopha,  and  Bethlehem  TVainicg  Colleges  for  ieaohers, 
whioh  are  aided  by  Gk>vemmeut  gran^,  and  nomerons  privata 
■ohoola,  many  tA  them  fomiBhing  a  fair  basis  of  education.  23 
of  the  more  pmuinent  are  noted  in  the  Blua  Bnnk  Return  on 
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Jamauu,  The  shore  table  abon  that  the  Bervicet  rendered  I7  the 
1900-1901.  hoepatal  have  been  reduced  during  the  thiee  yean,  boOi  aa 
legarda  indoor  and  ontdoer  patients,  and  that  the  death  rate 
amm^  all  patients  and  among  patients  openied  oa  haa  increaaed, 
in.  the  latter  cam  considerably,  l^iia  is  vwiag  to  the  moTe 
ligorons  exdoaion  of  other  than  nigent  csmb.  Many  patients 
are  received  in  a  motibund  cmidiGon.  Of  &»  268  deaths  in 
1900-1901,  70  occnrred  widiin  72  hours  after  admissioiL  'Bio 
study  at  economy  has  not  diminished  the  t&deney  of  the  treat* 
ment  of  those  admitted,  but  Hie  cases  treated  were  on  the  whole 
of  a  more  serions  nature  than  in  the  prerioas  year. 

The  most  noteworthy  diseases  treated  daring  Hie  year  wOTe :  — 


Di«-. 

CMOS. 

Desth. 

Bemafkt. 

EDterk  fever 

28 

» 

V«j  Mvera  type. 

Tubewle      

69 

27 

Desth  rate  mnch  higher 
than  last  yew. 

HslirisI  fsTen       ... 

561 

29 

Stinrer   trpe  tbu    last 

Inflaens      

26 

1 

Mild.jp.. 

Vsoewal      

200 

5 

Casea  of  venereal  disease  treated  vere  far  more  numerous  than 
last  year,  those  of  the  other  diseases  named  considerably  lees,  but 
generaUy  of  a  severer  type.  The  Superintending  Medical  Officer 
attributes  the  marked  decrease  in  entnic  fever  to  the  imiRDved 
sanitary  oondition  of  Eingstim,  and  ctmsiders  that  the  lessening 
of  malarial  fever  was  influenced  hy  the  small  rainfall. 

The  daily  average  of  beds  occupied  during  1900-1901  was  201. 
Whilst  the  extension  of  the  hosintal  acctnumodation  must  for  the 
present  be  delayed  fnnn  want  of  funds,  patients  have  now,  in 
•rane  cases,  the  Superintending  Medical  Officer  r^nnts,  to  be  dis- 
charged before  they  are  thorougUy  convalescent  so  as  to  make 
room  for  the  mcoe  pressing  cases. 

The  financial  statistics  for  the  three  years  ended  31st  March, 
1901,  given  below  show  a  ctmsiderable  increase  over  the  i^e- 
ceding  year  in  amounts  recedved  from  paying  patients,  a  slight 
decrease  in  total  expenditure  after  deducting  Ibese  amounts,  and 
a  slight  increase  in  the  annual  cost  of  each  patient. 

That  coat  is,  however,  appreciably  less  than  in  1898-1899,  and 
marked^  less  than  in  1897-1898,  when  it  was  £43  0<.  2j<2.,  or 
^  I61.  llld.  more  per  patient  annual^. 
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(2.)  Maternity  Hospital,  Kingston. 


190(^-4901 

nie  foUowing  tabla  ffives  Mrticnlan  other  thaa  finaanial  ol 

tiuB  hospital  for  tike  year  1900-1901,  compaired  with  the  two  pn- 
oeding  yeare: — 


Patient*. 

Infiuita. 

Papil  Not»eB. 

Year. 

•si 
II 

1-   P 

1 

1898-1899           

1899-1900           

1900-1901           

500 
580 
463 

7 
9 
9 

60 
42 

502 
660 
468 

60 
66 
42 

11 

10 
8 

10 

: 

The  agee  of  patients  admitted  ranged  team.  14  years  to  40, 
a>boat  one-fifth  of  the  number  being  under  20  yean.  The 
medical  officer  of  the  institution  eolls  att«o.ticaL  to  the  small 
average  size  of  most  of  the  inJanta  at  birth,  the  greater  number 
weigiuag  less  than  seven  pounds.  Poverty  of  physique  appean 
to  be  indicated  ae  prevailing  among  those  who  avail  themselves 
of  the  Maternity  Hoepital. 

(3.)  Public  Gmeral  Hospitals. 

There  trere  12,216  admisraous  to  Public  Qeneral  Hospitals 
during  1900-1901,  classified  as  follows:  — 

Indentured  immigrants          8,257 

Poor  persons  admitted  without  charge  3,132 

Constables         663 

Paupers            38 

Paying  patients            136 

12,116 

The  out-patients  were  19,436,  of  whom  16,787  were  indigent 
poor,  the  remainder  being  constables  and  prisimers.  76  mid- 
wifery cases  were  also  treated. 

It  will  be  seen  that  East  Indian  immigrants  contributed  two- 
thirds  of  the  cases  admitted.  The  present  Immigration  Law  re- 
quires an  immigrant  to  be  either  at  work  or  in  hospital,  other- 
wise many  might  be  treated  as  out-patients.  Further,  about 
76  per  cent,  of  the  immigrants  are  stated  to  pass  through  the 
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hoBpitals  witiim  the  first  year  of  their  indenture,  when  they  are    Jahaiu, 
becoming  aeolimatiaed.  19(»-vm ; 

The  deaths  in  the  hospitalB  were  otiiy  299,  being  2-46  of  the 
12,215  admisuons.  The  highest  rata  was  6-7T  at  May  Fen,  and 
the  lowQBt  1-06  at  Lionel  Town  Hospital.  There  were  1,162 
operations,  the  mortality  rate  being  only  '66.  &07  beds  were 
occupied  in  the  19  hospitals,  an  average  of  26  beds  to  eaali.  Ad- 
misBions  are  restricted  owing  to  the  financial  state  of  the  Colony, 
and  there  ia  space  for  many  more  patients  than  are  admitted. 

The  total  expenditure  on  the  hospitals  for  the  year  (not  in- 
cluding the  salaries  of  the  district  medical  officers  who  control 
them)  was  £12,986,  being  on  an  average  from  £2b  to  £2Q  for 
each  bed. 

The  most  prevalent  diseases  were  fevers,  skin  affections, 
veneteal  and  other  diseases  of  the  urinary  and  generative  system, 
diseaeee  of  the  digestive  system,  local  injuries,  and  rheumatic 
and  respiratory  affections.  Of  12,637  cases  recorded  aa  treated, 
malarial  fevers,  mostly  of  a  mild  character,  numbered  no  less 
than  4,179,  and  skin  afFections  2,334,  the  latter  largely  occur- 
ring among  East  Indian  patients.  The  venereal  cases  treated, 
449  in  number,  are  reported  to  be  unfortunately  only  a  fraction 
of  the  whole  number  requiring  treatment.  In  these  cases,  as 
also  in  rheumatic  affections  (426  hospital  cases),  sufferers  too 
frequently  neglect  to  seek  admission  till  their  ailments  bave 
become  chronic. 

(B.)  ASTLUMB. 
(1.)  Lunatic  Asylum, 


Number 

tm 

of 

Number 

f 

Permmi 

in 

Averase 

■in 

. 

T«r, 

under 

Asylum 

Number 

|3 

■? 

I 

Treatment 

on  3lBt 

Beddent. 

during  the 
Tear. 

March. 

1^ 

1 

s 

1898-1899 

963 

767 

775 

168 

123 

119 

63 

1899-1900 

956 

619 

789 

169 

69 

64 

68 

1900-1901 

1,019 

868 

844 

92 

92 

92 

59 

K^otwithstanding  the  increase  in  admisedtms  and  in  the  average 
number  in  residence,  the  deaths  weie  lees  than  in  either  of  the 
two  preceding  years,  and  the  number  of  recoveries  amimgst  those 
admitted  greater  in  proportion.  The  death-rat*,  5*79  per  cent., 
was  lower  than  that  of  last  year,  7  per  cent,  (wliich  is  approxi- 
mately the  rate  in  England),  and  still  lower  than  tbo  average  ot 
the  last  ten  years,  7-22  per  cent. 
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(3.)  l^epert'  Home. 


Tear. 

Admin- 
eioni. 

And 
AlMcoiided 

Deaths. 

Death- 

nte 
per  100. 

at  end  of 
Tear. 

Be- 

admiifflon. 

of 

Lepers. 

1898-1899 

22 

11 

20 

13-6 

lis 

5 

1899-1900 

30 

5 

20 

13-5 

123 

6 

1900-1901 

22 

8 

15 

10-3 

122 

1 

Of  the  admissioaB  2,  3,  and  3  in  each  year  reefpectively  were 
non-lepen. 

That  the  care  and  treatment  of  Idie  lepers  proper  is  not  becom- 
ing lees  snccessfol  would  appear  from  the  fact  that  the  average 
death-rate  of  the  five  years  1890-1896  was  12-3  per  cent.,  while 
that  of  the  period  1896-1901  was  11-77  per  cent.  The  death-rate 
in  1900-1901, 10  per  cent,,  was  lower  than  in  any  of  the  ten  yean, 
except  1896-1896  and  1897-1898,  when  it  was  8-62  and  8-96  re- 
flpectiyely. 

Four  persons  woto  diBcharged  during  the  year,  two  being 
found  to  be  non-lepers,  and  two  bocanse  bond  had  been  given  for 
their  propw  treatment  in  private  seclusion.  Four  persons  ab- 
sconded. . 

The  Medical  Superintendent  notes  that  the  number  of  admia- 
sioDB  is  decreasing  yearly ;  he  considers  there  is  not  much  con- 
cealment of  the  disease  among  the  poorer  classes,  and  that  the 
evidence  at  hand  shows  a  steady  decrease  in  the  diseeAe  in  this 
"  community  due  to  the  institution  of  the  Lepers'  Kome,  and,  in 
hia  opinion,  incTeasiI^^  knowledge  of  santtaiy  matters  among  the 
peasantry. 

Treatment  by  subcutaneous  injections  of  a  soluble  Bait  of 
mercury,  of  anti-strepto-coccic  serum  or  of  chanlmoogra  oil  has 
been  tried  with  beneficial  results,  but  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the 
efFectual  treatment  of  leprosy  has  been  that  the  af&ioted  as  a  rule 
do  not  seek  admission  until  the  disease  is  far  advanced. 


,  Google 


COLOVIAL   BSPOBTB — AVVV^h. 


—  i 


H    4 
D    " 

(2-.§. 

I 
i 


■SB 

sl 

^S 

all 

'"'" 

ill 

^-'^ 

^|g 

"l  1 

-11 

M  J 

ofpao 

to 

popula 

?s 

i 

1 

li 

^■ 

•g 

J 

s^ 

a 

>9 

1 

?g 

5 

liipi 

SI 

1. 

ag. 

1 

li 

^i 

2S 

^y 

•i* 

liH 

■ilS 

^il- 

«"= 

1^4 

•^S 

6    2.= 

1 

8 

J, 

ll-l 

» 

r 

"3  It's 

- 

4 
1 

z 

1. 

j 

g 

1 

^ 

(^ 

I 

^ 

1 

s 

£ 

1 

s 

^ 

5 

1 

pljjl 

1 

II 

i 

SI 

& 

i 

1'^ 

,  Google 


OOLOiriAL   BBPOBT8 — AHHUAL. 


§.  R  I  S  I  2  I  I  I  S  g 


s  s  g  I  8 


a  a  2  a  a 


SIS 


3  s:  s  s  s  s  $ 


S  S  S  g 


§!§§§§§§§ 

3  S'  5"  ^  s'  s"  s  S  a 


i  1 1 1 1  I  1  1 1 1 1 1  i 
-  -  ^  ^  - 1 3 1 1 ;  1 1  ^ 


-^  £,  U)         Jamaica, 

B  f  S         1900-190L 

.2  5  -S  . 

I'  I 

|l  i 

.al  i 

1.  3 

||  } 


•as 

E-S 

S'x 

S.5 

^^ 

Is? 

it 

*ll 

¥ 

4  ^ 

ffl 

Eh  " 

3  ^ 

»B, 

11 

£  1; 

^d^ 

l-s 

°l^ 

sJ 

El]  ^ 

&.CC 

s. 

,  Google 


00 


COLOKI1.L   BEPOBTS — AVHItAL. 


J*!J*'CJl  The  table  giving  details  in  i-espect  to  the  several  pansbe* 
IJW-  Wu  showB  wide  diflereaces  in  the  ratio  of  paupers  to  population  and 
in  relative  cost.  The  ratio  varies  from  1  ia  48  in.  Kingsttai  to 
X  in  408  in  St.  Elizabeth.  This  parish,  with  St  Mary,  where  tlie 
ratio  is  1  in  337,  has  the  lowest  number  of  paupers  to  suppnit 
but  each  spends  more  per  head  than  any  of  t^e  others.  Per  head 
of  population  the  cluu^e  is  lowest  in  St.  Elizabeth,  viz.,  3r7d., 
and  lugheet  in  Kingston,  2t.  ^-Qd. 

In  Eing8t(»i  the  increase  of  pauperism  is  a  serioiu  social  and 
ecfHiomic  problem.  The  estimated  population  ig  about  one- 
t^rteenth  that  ai  the  Island,  but  the  numlier  of  paupers  and 
expenditure  thereon  is  about  one-fourth  of  the  totals  for  the 
Island.  Tho  number  has  doubled  within  the  last  fourteen  to 
fifteen  yean  from  580  on  1st  .January,  1887,  to  1,195  im  lat  April, 
1901.  In  the  other  thirteen  perishes  on  the  contrary,  notwith* 
standing  the  increase  of  population,  the  a^gre^ate  number  (^ 
paupers  had  decreased  during  the  same  period  from  3,984  to 
3,498. 

Notwithstanding  certain  instances  in  which  defective  pauper 
administration  wae  brought  to  light  by  the  Board  <rf  Super- 
vision, there  is  good  reason  to  believe  Uiat  the  majority  of  the 
Parochial  Boards  are  successfully  endeavouring  to  improve  their 
administration  of  poor  relief  and  to  reduce  its  coet  to  the  com- 
munity as  far  as  possible. 

(D.)    Refokmatobieb. 
Stony  Hill  Hefonnatory. 


— 

3IstMar<^,3UtUueh, 
1900.      ,      1901- 

1899-00. 

1900-01. 

Boys  in  ref  onHMlury  mcUod 

97 

100 

Girls  in  ref  otmstory  section 

9 

15 

Boys  in  indostrial  sdiool 

60 

49 

m 

168 

166 

164 

164 

Dsily  KTonge  number  of  inmi 

les     ... 

166 

Discharged  (all  boys) 

42 

43 

«iidea  respectivelj  Slat   March,    1900 
Uarcb,  1901,  wbowere  reconvicted. 

hreeyesTB 
and  iilst 

4'M 

4-66 

Died       
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Stont/  Hill  Reformatory — coDtioued. 


—  ' 

1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

Grow  expenditure 

£  ».'  d. 

£      «.     d. 

3,102  10    7 

£      t.     <t 
2,948    1     » 

Lees  earning  by  la- 
bour and  nle  of 
vbidei*. 

326  19    2 

3U  11     1 

— 

~ 

BeimbnTaaments 
from  ptuiibeB  for 
indnetrial   achool 
children. 

992  10    4 

817    8    5 

Total  J 

1,318    9    6 

1,131  19    6 

Net  cort  to  general  revenue       

1,784     1     1 

1,813    2    3 

Valnation  of  vork  bringing  in  no  return  in 
money     

907    0    1 

931  13  10 

tiroas  coat  per  bead,  per  diem 

1«.  0-5W. 

11-73.1 

in  school,  trades,  &c.,  per  head,  per  diem. 

5-77rf, 

6-77.1 

GroM  ooet  of  diet  per  head,  per  diem 

3-08({. 

3-99<i 

Average  earnings  of  each  boy     

6  18    0] 

6  12    3 

FoiiT-fiftha  of  the  iomateB  are  of  ages  between  12  and  16. 

The  bo^  vere  employed  as  usual  in  gardeoing  and  field  work, 
also  aa  carpesiteis,  blacksmiths,  masons,  tailors,  and  bakers,  tha 
girls  in  washing,  mending,  and  sewing.  There  are  33  acres  of 
land  under  cultivation  by  the  boys. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  was  good.  Twenty  cases  of  mild 
influenza  occurred  in  April,  1900.  There  was  one  death  from 
oerebral  degeneration. 
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(E.)  SAviNGd  Bank. 

Tlie  following  table  HhowB  a  comparatire  statement  of  th.e 
chief  transactions  of  the  Government  Savings  Bank  during  the 
past  five  yean :  — 


Te^. 

No.  of 
Deposi- 
tore. 

Amount  of  Withdrawalii. 

GovemmeDt-i     Ordiiwrj. 

1 

QoTenunent 

Ordinary. 

189fr-97... 

29,719 

35,923           201,613 

26,284  . 

£ 
209,178 

1897-98... 

30,660 

45,0-2i;    1       183.759 

34,023 

195,751 

1898-99... 

31,870 

47.064            189,480 

29,346 

183,344 

1899-00... 

32.880 

34,302            195,141 

69,9-21 

194,744 

1900-01... 

iS,669 

42,420 

177,964 

40,041 

198,135 

204,755 

960,957 

188,614 

981,152 

1,166,712 

1,169,766 

The  niunber  of  ordinaiy  deposit  accounts  in  1900-1901  was 
33,177.  The  table  abows  tiiat,  while  depositors  have  increased 
steadily  in  number,  deposits  show  a  tendency  to  decline ;  while  in 
tJiree  of  the  five  years  ordinary  witbdrswaU  exceed  ordinaiy 
deposits,  the  total  of  withdrawals,  J981,152,  exceeding  the  total 
of  deposits  (together  with  interest),  £960,957,  by  £30,195. 

The  fact  that  before  1897  interest  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  was 
•llowed  whereas  only  2^  per  cent,  has  since  been  given,  may 
partly  explain  this  decrease. 

The  dejioaits,  without  interest,  were  less  in  1900-1901  than 
in  any  year  since  1888-1889  i^iclusive,  while  withdrawals  were 
more  than  in  any  previoua  year.  Depoaitft  which  had  been 
generally  rising  in  amount  up  to  1895-1896,  shrank  markedly  in 
1896-1897,  concurrently  with  a  marked  decline  in  the  value  of 
exports  in  that  year.  The  number  of  private  depositors  of  small 
sums  apparently  fell  in  1S97-1S98,  not  from  a  decline  in  deposits, 
tiie  total  of  which  exceeded  those  of  1896-1897,  but  from  the 
transfer  of  nearly  3,000  accounts,  chiefly  of  small  sums  which 
had  not  heeo.  operated  on  for  years,  to  the  "  Suspense  Ledger," 
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The  number  rose  again  in  the  following'  year  and  has  since  Jamaica, 
increased  steadily,  as  the  following  table  shows,  notwithstanding  1900-190l> 
a  steady  decrease  in  deposits  aa  shown  in  the  preTious  table :  — 


PriTate  Deposits. 

Govera- 
inent 

£5  and 
nader. 

Above 
£5. 

SiupeDse 
Ledger. 

1896-97 

21,402 

7,260 

673 

384 

29,719 

1897-98 

19,518 

7,066 

3,641 

436 

30,660 

1898-99 

20,523 

7,162 

3,707 

478 

31,970 

1899-00 

21,486 

7,264 

3,641 

470 

32,860 

1900-01 

22,471 

7,113 

3,593 

482 

33,669 

It  may  be  remarked  on  comparing  increase  of  deposits  of  £5 
and  under  with  decrease  of  the  total  sum  deposited  (aee  previous 
table)  that  the  poorest  class  in  this  Colony  have  practically  no 
means  of  investing  their  savings  except  in  the  Savings  Bank, 
and  to  a  smaller  extent  in  building  societies  (whose  operations 
are  now  considerably  less  than  a  few  years  ago),  and  in  Friendly 
Societies.  This  class  will  apparently  continue  to  make  aa  mutji 
use  as  formerly  of  the  Savings  Bank.  An  analysis  of  a  daasi- 
fied  return  of  deposits  during  ten  years,  furnished  in  the  report 
of  the  manager  of  the  Savings  Bank  for  1900-1901,  shows  furthw 
that,  along  with  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  small 
deposits,  there  is  no  marked  decrease  of  larger  ones,  indeed  there 
is  an  increase  in  deposits  tanging  between  certain  amounts  until 
those  exceeding  £200  are  reached. 

There  has,  however,  in  the  five  years  under  comparison  been 
a  decrease  in  number  of  most  of  the  accounts  above  £5,  and  in 
all  classes  of  accounts  above  £50. 

Deposits  increased  during  the  year  only  in  the  parishes  of 
Clarendon  and  St.  Andrew,  and  decreased  in  the  other  twelve 
parishes,  principally  in  Kingston  (among  "  ordinary  "  deposits). 
There  were  heavy  decreases  also  in  Westmoreland,  Portland, 
St.  Elizabeth,  and  St.  Thomas,  in  the  order  named. 

The  assets  of  the  bank  on  the  31st  March,  1901,  were  £450,808, 
as  against  £468,616  on  the  Slst  March,  1900,  a  decrease  of 
£17,748.  The  decrease  in  1900  compared  with  1899  wa. 
£25,179. 
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Secaiities  held. 

1899-1900. 

1900-01. 

Coniols,  2}  per  cent 

Ingoribed  aiook            

£ 

20,405 
227,201 
204;i2e 

£ 

20.406 
231,601 

176,1-28 

GoTerameat  of  Jamaica          

Cashinhima      

£451.934 

16.367 
315 

£428,134 
22,654 

80 

Total        

£468,616 

£460,868 

The  uninTested  amouat  (GtovenuneBt  of  Jamaica  and  cash  ia 
hand)  for  which  the  Treasurer  was  accountable  was,  it  will  be 
seen,  about  6  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

After  payment  of  interest  to  depositors  and  the  expense  oi 
mana^^ement  for  the  year,  there  remained  a  balance  of  £3,434 
profit  to  be  carried  to  General  Hevenue,  as  against  £2,997  in  the 
prerrious  year.  The  profits  so  earned  during  the  31  years  of  the 
bank's  existence  have  been  £37,594. 

There  were  13  branches  of  the  Savings  Buik  open  during  iJie 
year,  the  same  number  as  in.  1899-1900.  Fifteen  sub-branches 
were  open  on  the  31st  March,  1901,  six  hating  to  be  closed 
during  the  year.  The  branch^  are  open  daily,  and  also  those 
sub-brauohes  which  are  worked  by  ofBcers  of  the  Foetal  and 
Telegraph  Department. 

Other  sub-braiLcheB  are  opened  one  or  more  days  in  the  week. 


VI.  JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 

(A.)  Police. 

The  allowed  strength  of  the  police  on  the  3lBt  March,  1901, 
WAS  775,  two  less  than  on  the  correeponding  date  in.  the  preceding 
yeu;  the  actual  strength  770,  as  in  the  preceding  year.  There 
were  also  761  district  constables,  making  an  efEective  strengtli 
for  both  branches  of  the  force  of  1,531,  as  against  1,621  on  the 
31-t  March,  1900. 


y  Google 


OOLOKIAL  REPORTS — ANHnAL. 


S.   S    =    51   S, 


I  2  i 


3    3    CO    « 
§■   S'   2" 


■*         Bi         to         ■*         Q         "(I 

■-■      lii      ■-•      la      n      <s 

2"    S"    = 


I). 

Ir 


-=.8 


13 


S  I  I  1  1 

1  t  I  I 

g  g.  b  a  D 

I  ^  I  I  I 

S.  S.  i  I.  I. 

J  I  I  I  I 

g  a  s  §  a 


!7lZKKKSe2) 


,  Google 


56 


COLOHIAI.  REP0BT8 — ANNUAL. 


Jahaic*.,  By  meaiiB  of  ^stematic  patrolling  of  sugar  estates  and  tlie 
1900-1  Wl.  outlying  districta  of  country  parishes,  many  ofFencee  agaioat  the 
Rum  Duty  Law  have  been  detected,  often  at  great  risk,  and 
sometimes  injuiy  to  the  constables  affecting  arreste.  The  detec- 
tive force  has  also  done  excellent  work,  though  numerioolly  not 
strong  enough  to  cope  fully  with  the  crime  of  the  Island.  In 
Kingston,  for  exan^>le,  with  55  miles  of  streets,  the  available 
force  of  detectives  and  other  constables  is  oaly  sufficient  to 
maintain  proper  supervision  over  10  miles  of  streets,  patrolling 
by  mounted  orderlies  having  to  take  the  place  in  the  suburbs  of 
regular  beat  du^.  In  the  present  state  of  the  public  finances, 
however,  no  increase  in  the  strength  can  be  provided  for,  A 
good  report  is  given  of  the  conduct  and  discipline  of  the  force. 

(B.)  Fbisons. 


Year  ended  Slat  Maroh. 

1900. 

1901. 

custody. 
Niiniber  on  lut  dAj  of  year 

1,088 

1,26ft 

1,237 

1,233 

To  prisons 

3,624 

4,237 

Tolw^-npa           

932 

1,021 

Total       

4,556 

6,258 

1,306 

1,548 

DesAs 

94 

58 

- 

2 

FlKAKOUL. 

Otoh  ezpanditnn        

£        (.     d. 
18,340  18    8) 

18,803    7    Si 

OroM  esmiiiga  in  oash 

4,684  16    Oi 

4,106    4    8 

N«t  cost  of  mstntaiDing  prisons 

13,766    3    8 

14,697    i!    7j 

Cost  pet  prisonai'          

12  12  10^ 

11  12    ii 

Eatdnutted  valne  of  labour  yielding  no 

pecuniary  return. 
Estimated  valne  of  bricka,  lime.  &o., 

8,499    8    9J 
3,847    7    8 

8,849  19  11 
3,237    7    7i 
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The  prisoner^  in  custody  on  the  Slat  March,  1901,  were  1,333,    Jamaica, 
ezclusiTe  of  those  in  local  lock-ups.     This  number  waa  103  in    190ft-HKH 
excess  of  the  average  (1,130)  on  the  last  day  of  the  five  yeais 
ended  on  31et  March,  1901. 

2.  The  state  of  health  at  iho  General  Penitentiary  improved 
88  compared  with  the  last  quarter  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
daily  average  number  of  prisoners  in  custody  was  695  (547  malee 
and  148  females).  The  deaths  were  26,  or,  pnqwrtionately  to 
the  daily  average  number,  35'97  per  thousand.  There  were  740 
cases  of  sickness,  576  being  of  infiueoza  and  48  of  malarial  fevor. 
The  25  deaths  occurred  exclusively  among  sufferers  from  the 
remaining  117  cases  of  sickness,  6  being  from  Brighf  s  disesAe 
and  4  from  senile  decay. 

The  enJergement  of  the  St.  Catherine  district  prison  having 
been  cranpleted  by  prison  labour,  the  Middlesex  and  Surrey 
County  gaol  was  closed  on  the  31st  January,  1901.  The  large 
number  of  prisoners  habitually  in  custody  at  the  St  Catherine 
prison  renders  the  task  of  providing  hard  labour  for  the  prisoners 
very  difficult.  It  has,  however,  been  found  possible  to  extend 
the  employment  of  prisoners  in  cultivating  land  by  using  ground 
adjacent  to  the  railway  station,  which  came  this  year  into  the 
possession  of  the  Government.  Endeavours  are  being  made  to 
arrange  for  the  increased  employment  of  prisoners  in  agricul- 
tural labour,  both  as  a  means  of  discipline  and  training  and  for 
the  supply  of  food  for  the  prison. 


,  Google 


58 

C0L01IIA.L   REPOBTS- 

-ANNDAU 

i 

|8 

s 

'  1 

1 

- 

" 

~ 

<^ 

m 

J, 

S?    S 

3 

s 

"  s. 

K 

« 

w* 

o' 

» 

- 

^ 

s  8 

g 

s 

"    § 

£ 

« 

cJ 

2" 

<c 

<7> 

i 

1  S 

1 

s 

"  i 

1 

" 

** 

- 

i 

S  1 

g 

9 

«  s 

i 

«- 

of 

2' 

— 

■" 

2 

1 

i    K 

1 

S 

^    1 

t 

s  ^• 

<£ 

a 

t  ■§ 

1 

g    g 

s 

s 

S     2 

J 

a 

le      m 

•i  - 

S 

^- 

< 

SB 

■ 

! 

i  S 

1 

i 

^  1 

K. 

O  ^ 

, 

■1 

'"' 

S 

Q 

-    ' 

*" 

§  i 

1 

s 

Si    g 

g 

■°' 

■°' 

S" 

s" 

! 

1  ^ 

8 

s 

8    I 

s 

s 

S- 

S" 

.S 

11 

P 

£■8 
11 

i 

1 

1 
1 

1:: 

1 

1      1 

II 

i^ 

III 

O     O 

o 

a 

b     o 

~ 

r"  a 

n 

t>^ 

>    > 

,  Google 


COLOSIA 

^    REP0HT3 — ANNUAL. 

M 

" 

■-      g 

1 

S 

II 

•o 

s 

3 

1 

'      g 

1 

w 

1  1 

t~ 

1 

1 

§ 

- 

-   S 

2 

^ 

E    S 

^ 

S 

s 

- 

^ 

^ 

'  S 

1 

s 

II 

•o 

1 

§ 

S 

- 

•=  s 

i 

s 

l5- 

" 

1 

IN" 

i 

s 

=  1 

8 

II 

s 

1 

1 

g 

«. 

*"    s 

1 

3 

II 

s 

1 

i 

i 

» 

=  i 

1 

II 

s 

1 

1 

i 

2 

'^ 

1 

s 

II 

n 

1 

1 

ef 

i 

2 

-  i 

1 

g 

2  S 

of     of 

s 

s 

1 

§ 

1 
1 

\ 

:      : 

11 

1 

II 

i 
1 

: 

i 

1 
1 

: 

°  1 

p 

i 

u 

a 

1 

i 

jl 

1 

,  Google 


6H  COLOHIAL   REPORTS — ANHUAl.. 

Jamaica,  This  table  shows  that  the  total  uvmiber  of  offenceB  has  but 
1900-1901.  slightly  varied  from  that  fw  the  preceding  year.  Ofiences 
~~~  agaiust  the  pei-sou  have  dimiuiBhed  uader  most  heads,  while 
those  againat  property  committed  without  violence  kave  in- 
creased considerably  under  the  head  of  simple  larceny,  and  par- 
ticularly under  that  of  prsedial  larceny,  although  they  have 
diminished  under  nearly  eveiy  other  head.  The  reason  given 
by  the  inspectors  of  police  for  the  increase  in  simple  larceny  is 
that  of  pofl'ertj.  In  many  instances  the  accused  are  women 
with  infanta  who  have  been  deserted  by  the  fathers  of  their 
children.  In  the  case  of  pnedial  larceny,  poverty  is  stated  to 
be  the  principal  cause  on^  in  certain  districts.  In  St.  Maiy, 
for  instance,  where  the  convictions  more  than  trebled  those  of 
the  previous  year,  and  were  in  nearly  every  instance  for  larceny 
of  bananas,  many  of  the  thieves  themselves  possess  flounshing 
plantations.  There  appears  reason  to  conclude,  however,  tbat 
in  times  of  depression  owners  of  property  are  more  disposed 
to  prosecute,  and  that  the  number  of  cases  is  swelled  by  pro- 
secutiona  for  trifling  larcenies ;  thus,  it  is  reported  that  in  some 
parishes  the  majority  of  cases  consisted  in  the  pilfering  of  a 
sugar  cane  or  two.  The  cases  of  disorderly  conduct  and  indecent 
language,  whilst  they  have  decreased  throughout  the  Island 
generally,  continue  to  increase  in  Eingston. 


VII.  VITAL   STATISTICS. 

(A.)    POPDLATIOX    COMPARED    WITH    FiGUItEB     OF    LaST 

Census. 

The  population  of  the  Colony  on  the  31st  March,  1901,  ia 
computed  to  have  numbered  765,730  persons  (males,  366,068 ; 
fem^ee,  389,672),  an  increase  on  tiie  number  oo  the  31st  March, 
l&OO,  of  10,626  (males,  6,456 ;  females,  6.171),  a  much  smaller 
accretion  than  in  any  of  the  preceding  five  years. 

During  the  ten  years  following  the  Census  of  1891,  the  popu- 
lation is  estimated  to  have  increased  hj  60,110  males  and  56,129 
femsJes,  or  a  total  of  116,239  persons. 

The  state  of  the  public  finances  precluded  the  taking  of  a 
Census  in  1901. 

In  its  absence,  the  increase  of  registered  births  over  deaths 
may  be  presumed  to  give  a  fairly  accurate  indication  of  the  true 
population,  when  corrected  by  reference  to  the  number  of  persons 
migrating  to  and  from  the  Colony. 

The  arrivals  and  departures  of  passengers  at  Kingston  and 
Port  Antonio  (the  port  at  which  by  far  the  greatest  number  of 
vessels  call)  during  the  ten  years  ended  Blst  March,  1901,  have 
been  tabulated  and  show  an  excess  of  arrivals  of  8,785  persons. 
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lliis  number  does  not  include  Boldiera  and  Eaat  Indian  immi- 
grants. In  the  absence  of  information  as  to  the  ooimtries  con- 
tributing to  the  exceea  of  amvalB,  the  Registrar  Oeneial  offers 
the  conjecture  that  it  is  due  to  pereons  who  emigrated  to  Central 
America  more  than  ten  years  ago  having  rertumed  to  their  hcnnes. 

The  mean  population  for  1900-1901  is  estimated  at  7&0,413 
perstms.  The  birth,  death,  and  marriage  rates  are  based  on  this 
estimate. 

The  following  table  shows  that  in  the  year  1900-1901  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages  decreased  compared  with  1899-1900.  The 
rates  per  thousand  on  the  mean  population  are  given  in 
italics :  — 


Year. 

Births. 

De&tbs. 

MuTuges. 

1899-1900  

31,259 

16,880 

3,767 

42-3 

22'8 

SO 

1900-1901  

26,8(!9 

16,243 

3,221 

3S-T 

21-6 

4-S 

Decreftsen           

4,390 

637 

546 

e-5 

1-2 

08 

Hie  five  years  ended  31st  March,  1901,  show  the  following 
oomparisous  in  number  and  in  nvtes  per  thousand  with  the  pre- 
ceding five  years :  — 


Births. 

Deaths. 

"as^r" 

Five    veara    ended 
1896-93  

128,724 

73,350 

17,359 

78,065 

Aven^     

25.745 

14,670 

8.472 

16,613 

Do.  rate  per  1,000... 

3S-4 

21-9 

S-1 

«-8°/, 

Five    j-eari    ended 
1900-01. 

141,287 

80,422 

16-037 

88,527 

Average     

28,267 

XC,034 

3,207 

17,705 

Do.  nttc  per  1,000... 

38-S 

SX-! 

44 

6S-S^>, 
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Jamaica,  It  will  be  seen  that,  comparmg  the  second  quiaqaeaiiiimi  with 
HOP- 1901,  the  first,  there  ha^  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  birth  and  death 
ratee  per  thousand,  but  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the  rate  oi 
marriage  and  increase  in  the  rate  of  illegitimacy.  For  the  first 
five  years  tEe  births  aggregate  128,724,  made  up  of  60,669 
registered  as  legitimate  and  78,065  as  illegitimate.  For  the 
next  five  years  the  total  is  141,287,  of  which  the  births  regis- 
tered as  legitimate  contribute  52,760,  a  slight  increase  eis  com- 
pared  with  the  previous  quinquennium,  and  the  illegitimate 
88,527,  During  the  quinquennium  the  Registrar  General  has 
computed  the  differences  in  percentage  rates  of  mortality  amon^ 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  finds  it  far  lee»  among  those 
bom  in  wedlock,  the  average  of  which  is  13'68,  whilst  that  of 
illegitimates  is  19-89. 

The  records  of  the  May  Pen  Cemetery,  Kingston,  also  show 
that  a  small  percentage  only. of  the  still-born  children  buried 
there  are  the  ofEspring  of  married  persona. 

(B.)  Public  Health,  General  State  of. 

The  public  health  of  the  Island  was  generally  satisfactoiy 
throughout  the  year.  Except  in  May  and  June  the  average 
mortality  was  less  than  in  the  previous  year  and  considerably 
below  the  recorded  average  of  the  last  two  decades.  There  were 
no  epidemics.  There  were  few  cases  of  the  aeute  gastric  aibnetnts 
which  prevailed  in  certain  districts  last  year,  and  there  was  a 
diminution  in  the  number  and  severity  of  malarial  fevers,  owing 
presumably  to  a  decrease  of  rainfall  in  some  districts.  Bowel 
complaints  and  other  diseases  of  the  digestive  system  occurred 
with  some  frequency,  owing  principally  to  the  use  of  unwhole- 
some food  and  impure  water.  The  water  supply  of  the  towns  is 
usually  good,  but  the  country  districts  pond  water,  contami- 
nated by  surface  refuse,  is  the  chief  source  of  supply  in  the  diy 
seasons. 

Considering  the  salubrity  of  the  Colony,  the  death  rate  is 
raUier  high.  The  present  estimated  population  is  about 
756,000.  The  births  during  the  year  were  26,869,  or  36-54  per 
thousand ;  the  deaths  16,243,  or  21-48  per  thousand.  A  large 
percentage  of  these  deaths  occur  among  infanta.  In  Kingston 
tiie  mortality  in  1900-1901  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was 
358  out  of  1,3T9  recorded  deaths  at  all  ages,  and  it  ia  heavy 
tiiroughout  the  Colony. 

The  prevalence  of  sickness  and  death  is  promoted  by  the  im- 
provident and  insanitary  habits  of  the  people,  who  show  as  a 
rule  an  utter  disregard  of  the  simplest  hygienic  laws.  The 
overcrowding  of  small  huts  without  ventilation,  and  the  habit 
of  sleeping  on  eartlien  floors,  conduce  to  the  spread  of  skin 
affections,  tuberculosis  and  other  respiratory  diseases,  and  rheu- 
matism ;  while  venereal  diseases,  ulcers,  Ac.,  frequently  become 
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incurable  tkrouffh  aeglect  to  invoke  proper  medical  aid  till  the    Jamaica, 
malady  has  thoi-ouglily  eatablislied  itself  in  the  Bystem.  1900-1901 

In  Kingston  the  medical  officer  reports  an  improvement  on 
the  conditioQ8  of  last  year,  TTiere  were  no  cases  of  small-pox, 
yellow  fever,  whooping  cough,  or  scarlet  fever,  and  only  three 
of  measlefl.  Influenza  both  here  and  in  tlie  country  districts 
prevailed  at  times,  but  in  a  mild  form,  being  at  its  wont  in  May, 
when  there  were  13  deaths  attributed  to  it  in  Kingston.  There 
was  a  marked  decrease  of  zymotic  diseases  under  some  hedda, 
which  is  ascribed  to  the  construction  of  sewerage  works  and  also 
to  the  energy  of  the  "  health  officer "  and  sanitary  officers  of 
Kingston  in  isolating  cases  as  far  as  possible. 

The  death-rate  of  Kingston,  estimated  at  295  per  thousand, 
that  of  the  Island  generally  being  2161,  is  considered  in  exceaa 
of  what  local  surroundings  might  be  expected  to  induce,  and  is 
swelled  by  the  influx  of  diseased  to  Kingston  for  treatment  as  in 
or  out-patients  of  the  Public  Hospital,  &c.  It  is  noted  also  that 
28*6  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  occur  in  that  hospital,  the  lunatic 
asylum,  or  other  institutions  whose  patients  come  to  a  very  great 
erient  from  country  districts.  The  death-rate  in  Kingston  shows 
remarkable  fluctuation  according  to  the  period  of  the  year ;  with 
an  average  of  29'5,  the  maximum  in  May,  usually  an  unhealthy 
montJi,  was  48'2 ;  that  in  September  only  15-9  per  thousand. 
The  data  for  ascertaining  the  genei-al  causes  of  this  fluctuation 
are  not  yet  complete,  though  it  is  observed  that  the  hot  dry 
months  show  usually  the  lees  amount  of  sickness.  16,474  persons 
were  vaccinated  as  compared  with  10,268  in  1899-1900.  15,488 
vaccinations  were  successful.  The  cases  are  almost  all  those  of 
infants,  as  re-vaccination  is  rarely  resorted  to  for  young  persons 
or  adults. 

The  prevalence  of  yaws  in  the  outlying  districts  was  con- 
siderably reduced  during  the  year.  This  loathsome  diseue 
yields  readily  to  treatment,  but  is  propagated  hy  the  prefvalence 
of  the  idea  among  parents  and  guaidians  that  all  young  fetatma 
must  undergo  the  complaint. 

(C.)  Sanitation. 

The  Superintending  Medical  Officer  remits  favourably  on  the 
efforts  of  Parochial  Boards  generally  to  effect  sanitairy  iniprov^ 
meuts  in  their  respective  districts  during  the  year. 

(D.)  Climate. 

(\)  JRaiiifall ;   (2)  Tetnperaturr ;   (3)  Direction  and 
Forte  of  yVhiil, 

Jamaica  being  a  mountainous  Island,  with  numerous  ranges 
of  hills  rising  in  the  extreme  eastern  portion  to  7,42;i  feet  in  5ie 
Blue  Mountain  Peak,  and  averaging  from  2,000  to  3,000  feet  in 
the  central  and  western  portions,  has  a  considerable  variety  of 
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rainfall  and  temperatore.  For  purpoees  of  meteorological  record 
tke  Island  is  dealt  with  in  four  divisions. 

The  mountainous  north-eaatera  division  is  comparatively  cold 
and  rainy,  with  isolated  districts  where  the  rainfall  is  from  180 
to  220  inches  annually. 

The  weet  central  region  comes  next  in  elevation,  coolness,  and 
rainfall.  The  northern  is  lar^ly  an  elevated  undalating  tabl^ 
latfd,  intersected  by  limestone  ridges ;  the  southern  porticm  con- 
tuns  the  principal  plains  in  the  Island.  The  two  last-men- 
tioned divisicms  &re  comftaratively  dry.  The  prevailing  winds 
are  generally  east,  east-north-east,  and  north-east,  except  on 
the  southern  sea-coast,  where  they  blow  from  the  south-east ;  the 
rain-clouds  dischai^e  chiefly  along  the  lofty  north-eastern  and 
central  ranges  trending  west  North-easterly  and  northerly 
winds  also  bring  rains  to  the  extreme  west. 

The  north  central  and  the  sonthem  divisions  are  the  driest, 
and  possess  a  real  tropical  temperature  over  large  areas  near  the 
sea,  especially  in  the  dry  plains  on  the  southern  sea-board.  Al- 
though Jamaica  is  between  17  and  18  degrees  of  north  latitude, 
the  tnnperatuFe  over  two-thirds  of  its  area,  owing  to  the  high 
elevation,  is,  except  in  the  middle  of  the  day  and  from  July  to 
September,  balmy  and  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  southern 
California  in  the  moderate  temperature  and  absence  of  great 
variations  throughout  the  year. 

The  rainfall  varies  remarkably  comparing  one  year,  or  even 
one  decade,  wiUi  another. 

In  last  year's  report  the  averages  for  three  decades  ending 
with  the  calendar  year  1899  were  given,  as  67-41,  66-54,  and 
76-16  inches.  In  1900  the  average  rainfall  for  the  whole 
Island  was  69*65  inches,  and  for  each  division  compared  with 
1899   it  was  as  follows :  — 


Divisioi. 

1900. 

1699. 

North -e:tstern 

iDcbet. 

96-91 

Inchf*. 
103-89 

W«B[  Central 

79-84 

103-26 

Northern     

30-67 

58-44 

Sonthem     

Whole  Island      ... 

61-15 

741G 

69-66 

84-94 

The  rainfall  of  1900  ^ 
iional. 


i  fairly  normal,  that  of  1899  excep- 
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!nLe   following  are  the   raiiifBll  and   temperature  of   a  lew    j^haica, 
looalities:—                                                                                            1900-1901 
(I.)  Lowlands  kear  Sea-level.  

a.  Neffril  Point  lighthouse  (Id  the  extreme  west). 

Rainfall  1900         40-20  inches. 

Mean  temperature...         ...     795°  F. 

Highest  temp.,  Sept.,  1900,  88°  ;  lowest,  Feb.,  69-8°. 

li.  Kingetun  Public  Garden. 

Average  rainfall  in  29  years,  3o'l  inches. 
Average  mean  temperature  id  29  years,  79-1°  F. 

c.  King's  House  Garden,  four  miles  from  Kingston,  elevation 

400  feet. 
Arerage  rainfall  for  21  years,  48-24  inches. 
Average  mean  temperature  for  21  years,  78"1°  F. 
Max.  temp.,  Aug.,  1900,  90-9=  ;  min.,  Dec.,  SO-ef. 

d.  Hope  Gardens,  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  b\  mUes  from 

Kingston,  elevation  700  feet. 
Average  rainfall  for  20  years,  53*75  inches. 
Average  mean  temperature  for  20  years,  72-8°  F. 
Max.  temp.,  Aug.,  1900,  89-9° ;  min.,  Feb.,  6:V1°. 
(The  three  last  preceding  stations,  being  all  on  the  Liguanea 
plain,  illustrate  the  changes  with  varying  elevations  towards  the 
hills.) 

(11.)  Bli'e  Mouxtaix  Ranqe. 

a.  Oi-ange    Garden   (Resource,   near   Cinchona),   ele^atiOD 
:i,700  f«!et. 

Rainfall  in  1899     94-58  inches. 

Rainfall  in  1900     67-58      „ 

(No  official  particulars  as  to  temperature.) 

h.  Hill  Gardens  (Cinchona),  elevation  4,907  feet. 
Average  rainfall  in  30  years,  103'75  inches. 
Average  mean  temperature  in  30  years.  6:i*9°  F. 
Max.  temp.,  Aug.,  1900,  72-5°  ;  min..  March  33-9 '. 

e.  Blue  Mountain  Peak,  elevation  7,l23  feet. 

Rainfall  in  1899,  171-28  inches  ;  in  J900,  219*09  inches. 
Mean  temp.,  1899,  56-7.5"  F.  ;  in  1900,  57-47°  F. 

The  maximum  recorded  temperature  at  the  Blue  Mountain 
Peak  in  1900  was  72-9°  in  April,  May,  and  September;  the 
minimum,  36'8°  in  January.  The  temperatures  have  been  token 
on  one  day  in  each  month  by  an  odicer  of  the  Botanical  Depart- 
nent. 

VIII. — Post  Offices  and  Telegeaph  Service. 

The  following  tables  show  respectively  the  revenue  and  expen- 
ditare  for  postal  and  telegraph  ser^-ices  m  each  of  the  three  years 
tLded  31st  March,  1899,  1900,  and  1901. 
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Rtvenue.  Jahaiga^ 

tue  total  reTOQUB  of  the  year  1900-1901  was  almoBt  exactly  t9J0-19OI: 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  a  ialling  off  in  Telegraph  fi«venue 
of  £916  \.s.  ^d.  being  slightly  exceeded  by  an  increase  in  the 
Postal  Ileveime  <A  £915  15«.  bd.,  leaving  a  net  comparative 
balance  in  faTour  of  1900-1901  of  13^.  &d.  The  decrease  in 
Telegraph  Eeveniie  is  attributed  by  the  Postmast^j'  to  the  con- 
tinued depression  iu  business  and  in  general  spending  power. 

There  was  a  net  decrease  of  £461  5j.  9^  on  postal  and 
of  £128  19^.  4^(f.  on  telegraph  expenditure,  making  together 
£690  5<.  l^d.  The  considerable  saving  of  £1,31G  Gs.  ^d.  was 
efEected  in  the  cost  of  Inland  Mails  conveyance,  following  upon 
one  in  the  preceding  yeai-  of  £825  Oj.  t\d.,  malung  a  total  in  the 
two  years  of  £2,141  6j.  Id,  saved  undeir  this  head.  This  has 
been  efEected  by  the  transfer  to  the  Public  Works  Department 
of  the  duty  of  conveying  a  considerable  number  of  ihe  Inland 
Maib  formerly  carried  by  private  contractors.  A  reduction  of 
£158  lOf  Zd.  was  effected  in  the  maintenance  of  telegraph  lines 
by  the  Public  Works  Department.  The  total  expenditure  of 
the  Department  exceeded  total  revenue  by  £10,055. 9s.  8(f., 
£3,877  IOj.  4(2.  of  which  was  the  Iobb  oq  tel^raph  service.  The 
excess  of  the  cost  of  Ocean  Mails  over  postage  received  for 
foreign  letters  accounts  for  the  greater  part  of  the  balance.  The 
Postmaster  estimates  that  were  nflieial  correspondence  and  tele- 
grams charged  for  an  additional  revenue  of  about  £2,500  would 
be  credited  to  thp  Department. 

The  new  direct  mail  service  between  Kingston  and  Pristol  by 
the  steamers  of  the  Imperial  Direct  Line  (Messrs.  Elder, 
Dempster  and  Company)  was  begun  on  the  16th  February,  1901. 
These  steamers  arrive  at  and  leave  Kingston  in  the  weeks  alter- 
nating with  those  of  the  arrival  of  the  Eoyal  Mail  Steam  Packet 
Company's  steamers,  and  make  the  passage  in  about  twelve  and 
a  haU  days. 

Pfisttd  Buihieia. 
.    The  following  statement  shows  the  total  estimated  number  of 
letters  and  post  cards  passing  outward  and  inward  through  the 
General  Post  Office  during  the  three  years  under  comparison :  — 


Ontwards. 

Inwards. 

1898-99. 

1899-00. :  1900-01. 

1898-99. 

1899-00.  1900-01 

ZnlwdHsilB 

1,379,565 

400,0Tfi 

1,444,24211,468,832 
421,304      47r..l.'50 

1,677,673 

44.1,238 

1,669,122 

492,346 

1,599,019 
523,609 

1,779,641 

l,36b,d46    1.933,^82 

2,120.911 

2,061,468 

2,122,6^3 
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1900  1901.   corded  at  district  post  ottices,  wbich  are  not  go  distinguiBked,  we 
find:  — 


— 

1698-1699, 

1699-1900. 

1900-1901. 

Through  General  Post  Office     ... 
Through  District  Pout  Offices    ... 

3,900.552 
1,080,071 

3.927,014 
1,146,3S6 

4,066,610 
1,182,573 

4,960,623 

^073,360 

5,239,068 

The  iLumLers  of  parcels  f  r<Hii  abroad  dealt  wiUk  in  1900-1901, 
17,544,  exceeded  those  of  1889-1900,  viz.,  15,878,  by  1,566;  and 
those  of  1898-1899,  14,901,  by  2,643.  The  increaae  in  letters, 
postcards,  and  parcels  during  the  year  is  particularly  noticeable 
ia  correspondence  with  other  countries.  Thus  on  Inland  lett^v 
and  postcards  passing  through  the  General  Poet  Office  the 
increase  was  44,487  in  a  total  of  3,057,861,  whereas  on  corre- 
spondence with  other  countri^  the  increase  was  85,109  in  a  total 
of  998,759.  A  large  increase  in  foreign  correspondence  also 
occurred  ia  1899-1900,  compared  with  1898-1899.  These  large 
increases  in  foreign  correspondence  are  no  doubt  due  to  the  re- 
duction in  the  rates  for  letters  posted  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
British  possessions  from  2^1^.  to  Id.  per  half  ounce,  and  in  tiie 
case  of  parcels  to  the  adoption  on  the  1st  November,  1899,  of  the 
triple  scale  of  postage. 


The  business  of  this  branch  declined  greatly  during  the  year, 
only  85,062  messages  having  been  sent  and  received,  as  against 
96,812  in  1899-1900,  a  decrease  of  11,760.  Since  the  resumption 
b^  the  Government  of  the  railway,  several  local  post  offices  have 
been  transferred  to  the  railways  stations,  thus  increasing  the 
use  made  of  the  services  of  the  8tati(m  agents,  who  have  much 
time  on  their  hands,  and  serving  the  convenience  of  travellM-s. 
This  policy  will  be  extended  as  opportunities  present  themsclvea. 
Posting  boxes  are  now  provided  also  on  passenger  trains. 

Hail  Cvachen. 

Subsidized  by  the  Postal  Department,  and  carrying  passengers 
as  well  as  parcels,  and  mail  carts,  fumiahed  by  the  Public  Works 
Department,  and  carrying  parcels  only,  earned  £1,059  19s.  9ii., 
or  £369  18*.  U.  less  than  in  1899-1900,  owing  chiefly  to  ihe 
discontinuance  of  some  of  the  passenger  services. 
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.Mtinrtf  Orders. 

11,4S1  rnoii^  orders,  of  a  total  value  <A  £S2,216  4a.  3*2.,  were 
iwued  on  otlfer  oouutneB,  aa  against  11,835  for  £39,243  7i.  in 
1899-1900.  Other  DountriM  iwued  oa  Jamaioa  3,498  for  £9,366, 
against  3,240  for  £8,408  Ti.  2d.  The  priooipal  deoreaae  in 
iesuee  from  Jamaioa  occurred  in  tlioee  on  ihe  United  Kingdom, 
which  vers  lees  by  £4,935  St.  6d.  This  decrease  in  such  orders 
has  been  pretiy  continaons  for  many  years  past,  and  is  attribnted 
generally  to  diminished  trade  with  the  mother  ooontry,  bat  it 
was  observable  last  ysBir  in  the  transactions  with  other  oountries 
also,  except  British  0uiaaa,  and  is  attributed  by  the  Postmaster 
to  the  effect  on  trade  of  the  increase  in  the  ad  vaiorem  duty  on 
manufactured  and  many  other  kinds  of  goods  from  twelve  and  a 
half  to  sixteen  and  two-thirds  per  cent  A  new  money  order 
exchange  with  Bermuda  waa  established  during  the  year. 


192,174  arden,  with  a  face  value  of  £30,194  43.  Qd.,  were  issued 
as  against  197,256  for  £31,198  lbs.  in  1899-1900. 


IX.  iMlLITARY    FORCES    AND   EXPENDITURE. 
(A.)  Regular  Fohcbb. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1900-1901  there  were  in  the  Island 
three  officers  on  the  general  stafi  and  a  strength  of  1,726  of  all 
rattks  belonging  to  His  Majesty's  regular  forces.  The  strength 
in  1899-1900  was  the  same.  The  expenditure  frMu  the  Imperial 
Funds  in  the  Colony  for  these  forces  during  the  year  was 
£119,430,  as  against  £127,609  in  the  previous  year.  The  sum 
of  the  allowances  granted  from  the  General  Revenue  of  the 
Coloi^  to  officers,  non-oranmiflsi(Hied  officers,  and  men  in  com- 
pensaition  for  import  duty,  also  of  the  amount  paid  as  lodging 
allowance  to  certain  officers  formerly  accommodated  at  build- 
ings now  transferred  to  the  Colonial  Government,  was 
£7,016  13j.  Qd.,  as  against  £T,329  2s.  i^d.  in  1899-1900. 

(B.)  Militia. 

On  the  3l8t  March,  1901,  the  militia  numbered  087  of  all 
ranks,  135  belonging  to  the  gaiTison  artillery  and  647  to  the 
infantry. 

These  forces  are  drawn  entirely  from  Kingston  and  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood. 
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iww^oni         '^*  annual  tr&iniog  took  place  in  Jaonary  last.     The  aitilleiy 
1900-1901.   practiBed  at  Port  Eoyal,  where  there  are  batteries  o£  heavy  guoB ; 
the  infaatiy  were  under  canvas  at  I'p  Fai-k  Camp. 

The  Gwieral  Officer  Commanding  reported  very  Aivourably  on 
the  results  of  his  observatioas  of  the  force,  not  only  at  the  annual 
inspection  but  on  other  occasions  where  he  had  an  opportnnily 
of  seeing  the  corps  engaged  in  practice.  He  considered  that  the 
artillery  would  in  time  constitute  a  valuable  aid  to  the  defence 
of  the  Colony,  and  that  the  result  of  the  year's  training  of  the 
infuttry  militia  was  most  satisfactory  bo^  in  parade  ^11  and 
in  field  duties. 


(C.)    C'fiXSTABlTLARY    OJl    SeJII-MILITAIIT 

Colonial  Force. 

The  police  (see  Division  YI.  (A)  supra),  with  an  actual  total 
strength  of  770  officers,  sub-officers,  and  constables,  are  drilled 
and  trained  in  military  exercises  and  in  shooting.  They  are 
armed  with  Martini  Eoiield  carbines  and  sword  bayonets. 


X.  (iEXERAL  liEMARKS. 

I  have  but  little  to  add  to  the  exhaustive  information  fur- 
nished in  the  foregoing  atatpments.  Though  I  fear  it  cannot  be 
said  that  the  Island  made  any  decided  pi-ogress  towards  improved 
prosperity  during  the  year  under  review,  I  think  it  may  fairly  be 
maintained  that  there  was  no  further  decline.  The  marked 
increase  in  the  value  of  exports  over  those  of  the  rears  1896- 
1899,  though  th^  did  not  equal  those  of  1S99-19U0,  may  be 
taken  as  an  encouraging  sign. 

The  failure  of  the  revenue  from  taxes  to  meet  expectations  was 
unfortunaie,  and  caused  the  Government  much  anxiety  and  per- 
plexity, but  the  exercise  of  the  most  rigid  economy  and  the 
carrying  out  of  retrenchment  in  every  branch  of  administration, 
where  it  could  be  effected  without  impairing  efficiency,  made  up 
for  much  of  the  loss  incurred,  and  under  normal  conditions  the 
balance  between  revenue  and  expenditure  would  probably  have 
been  on  the  right  side. 

The  dead  weight  of  "charges  for  debt,"  which  so  enormously 
increased  during  the  year,  principally  in  consetiuence  of  the 
heavy  pSiyments  arising  out  of  the  unfortunate  railway  contract, 
is  the  incubus  which  weighs  down  the  Colony,  and  renders  the 
task  of  establishing  a  financial  equilibrium  so  difficult  and  bur- 
densome. 
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The  Gtoremment  tutve  Btrivea  aad  are  ^triviiLg  to  do  their  JaicaiCjI. 

best  to  avoid  any  additional  taxation,  which  they  feel  the  people  1900-1901. 

can  with  difficulty  bear,  but  with  this  "  millstone  about  their  """" 
uec^  "  their  po§ition  is  a  painful  and  perplexing  one. 

The  reBotirce«  of  Jamaica  are,  however,  great,  and  with  the 
incentive  to  increased  cultivation  and,  therefore,  larger  exports, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  afforded  by  the  establishment  of  the 
direct  line  to  England,  I  trust  the  time  may  soon  arrive  when 
the  pT«aent  difficulties  and  depression  may  pass  away,  and  an  . 
era  of  hopefulnees  and  prosperity  dawn  upon  this,  at  present, 
unfortunate  Colony. 

A.  W.  L.  Hbiiuiho, 

Oovemor. 
King's  House, 

Slat  December,  IdOl. 
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No.  373. 

JAMAICA. 


REPORT     FOR    1901-2. 

(For  Eepppt  (or  1900-1901,  see  No.  351.) 


^tstnttti  to  bofft  ^Dusti  of  ^arliammt  tc  orommanli  of  IBis  Maitsts. 
December,  1902. 
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L— Financial. 

A.  G«iiaral  Bevenne  and  Ezpeaditnre 

B.  PabUoDebt      

G.  Loosl  Fin&noe 

D.  Direct  Tazntion  

n.— Trade,  AaRicuLTORE,  asd  Imdcstrim. 

A.  Imports  and  Bzporta 

B.  Shipping  

0.  LandOnnts,  BnrveyB,  tjrovn  Lands  

D.  Mines,  ManQfsctnrs',  Fisheries       

E.  Agricaltare  and  Agrioultaral  3«rTioes        

HL— Lbq  IB  ut  ion. 
IV. — Bddcation, 

A.  Elementary  Education  

B.  Becondary  Bdncatiou 

C.  Industrial  and  BeFoi-mator;  Sobools  

T. — OoVBBHUeNT  IHST1TIITI0K9. 

A.  Hospitals  '    ... 

B.  Asylums  

O.  Poor  Honses,  Poor  Belief      

D.  Saviogs  Bank 

VI.— Crihe,  Policb,  and  Prisons. 

VII. — Vital  Statibtics. 

A.  Population       

B.  Qenaral  Hatlth  

<J.  Glimati) 

Tm.— Postal  and  Teleqraph  Services. 

IX.— Public  Works. 

X. —Railway. 

XL — HlLITABY. 

Xn. — General  Obsebtationb. 
Tablcb. 
L  General  Revenue        ) 

II.       ,,       EkpenditureJ     

ILL  PabUc  Debi  

IV.  Taxation  on  Honses  and  Lands 

V.  Holding  Tax  

VI.  House  Tax 

TO.  Imports  and  Exports        

TIU.  Principal  Exports 

IX.  Laws  

X.  Secondary  Schools 

XI.  Poor  Law  Statistics         


2-34 
35-78 
79-91 
S'^lOe 


l'W-138 
139-1 42 
U3-I51 
162-167 
158-187 


209-234 
235-245 
246-261 


363-366 
366-377 
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No.  373. 
JAMAICA. 

(Vox  B«port  for  190i>-igoi,  mo  Ho.  351.> 

Acmra-GOTKUTOB  OlIVIKB  to  ita.   CHAlCBEItLAIN. 

Sing's  HoQBe, 
Jamnca,  September  30th,  1902. 
Sot, 

I HATB  the  hontrar  to  mbmit,  in  accordanoe  with  atanding- 
instructions,  the  following  ohservatiims  in  regard  to  the  statis- 
tical retaros  of  this  Qovemnient  embodied  in  the  Bloe  Book 
of  the  Colony  for  the  year  ended  on  the  Slat  March,  1902. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 

(A.)  Gewbbal  EevENUE  and  Eipbnditube. 

2.  Annexed  (Tables  I.  and  II.)  are  returns  of  the  General 
Bevenne  and  Expenditure  of  the  Government  for  the  year  of 
report  (1901-19Q2)  compared  with  those  of  the  preceding  year 
1900-1901. 

General  Revenue  Account.     Revenye  and  Expendiittre, 

3.  On  the  Isi  of  April,  1901,  there  was  a  deficit  on  the  General 
Kerentie  Account  of  £126,302.  Omitting  fractions  of  a  pound 
sterling,  the  total  amount  lurought  to  account  as  Geno^ 
Berenue  during  the  ensuing  twelve  months  now  under  review 
was  £774,837,  and  the  amount  brought  to  account  m  Expendi- 
ture £761,699,  showing  a  surplus  of  £23,138  and  reducing  tiie 
deficit  to  £103,164  at  the  close  of  the  period. 

4.  Of  fhe  amount  shown  as  Revenue,  however,  £12,456  is 
accounted  for  by  transfers  made,  with  the  authority  of  the 
Legislature,  from  the  credit  of  certain  funds  accumulated  in 

el2811*—7t— 13/1908    Wt  2861B    D  &  S— S  A  2 
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former  years  and  hitherto  held  in  reserve  for  special  purposes. 
The  actual  pecuniary  receiptB  of  the  year  might  accordingly  he 
properly  stated  aa  £762,381. 


6.  Of  this  total,  the  sum  of  M3AJ191  was  the  proceeds  of  taxa- 
tion, ■comparing  with  £499,^?  drawn  from  corresponding 
sources  in  the  preTious  year,  and  showing  an  increase  of  £36,099, 
or  7*2  per  cent.,  in  the  Tax  Bevenue.  Fart  of  this  increase  was 
due  to  the  improved  yield  of  eBtahlished  taxes,  part  to  better 
collection  and  the  recovery  of  arrean,  and  part  to  additional 
taxation. 

Improved  Yield  of  Taxet. 

6.  Of  the  taxes  in  the  rates  of  which  there  had  been  no 
change  the  following  may  be  specially  noted  as  having  yielded 
increased  amounts :  — 

£ 
Customs  Duties,  increase      ...         .-.         -■■     7,489 

Bum  Duty     1,810 

Port  and  Harbour  dues        ...         ...         ...        605 

Increase  ia   Shipping, 

The  addition  to  the  receipte  from  Fort  and  Harbour  Dues  is 
owing  to  increase  in  the  number  of  steamers  that  called  at  the 
Island.  The  significance  of  this  increase  (172  vessels,  with  a 
tonnage  of  136,^37)  will  be  further  analysed  in  the  course  of 
this  Report.  It  reflected  the  growth  of  the  fruit  trade  and  a 
moderate  but  appreciable  improvement  in  general  business,  which 
b^an  to  exhibit  itself  in  the  last  months  of  the  year  in  an 
increase  in  the  consumption  of  imported  and  excisable  goods, 
and  also,  it  may  be  mentioned,  in  the  Returns  of  Railway  TrafGc. 
Until  after  the  close  of  the  year  1901,  however,  the  Revenue 
Ketums  showed  practically  no  elasticity. 

Import  Duties. 

6.  The  final  yield  of  Customs  Duties,  improved  as  it  was,  still 
remained  £8,860  below  the  amount  (£363,766)  received  in  the 
year  1899-1900  on  the  same  tariff,  and  the  CoUector  General 
considers  that  in  a  year  of  aveLuge  prosperity,  sKcording  to  the 
past  experience  of  the  Island,  this  tariff  ought  to  pr6duce  not 
less  than  £360,000.  By  thiu  lest  the  year  under  review  is 
exhibited  as  one  of  coatinued  depression.  The  estimate  of 
Customs  receipts  for  the  year  now  current  has,  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  prevailing  when  the  estimates  were  framed,  been 
placed  at  £350,000. 
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7.  Oint«ia>  Ih|tw8  fiunidied  last  j«ar  abeui  two<^]uids  o£ 
the  toCiil  Tmz  BereBtte.  The-BiMt  notieeableftuctastioiu  in  the 
yi^fromspceiAeoonuaoditiwweBe: — 


On  mU  &|li 1,612, 

On  idtpods 3,229 

Oa  rioe          1,746 

On  commeal 345 

On  ult.         649 

On  flour        2,179 

On  Ho»p         1,517 

On  unapecifled  merchandiBe  (I6j  per  cent. 

ai  valorem)  8,462 

Tlie  Collector'  GFeneral  suggests  that  these  figares  indicate  a 
substitution  of  native  for  imported  fish  uid  porjc  in  consump- 
tion, and  of  wheaten  floor  for  cornmeal  and  rice.  The  rise  in 
the  ad  valorem  daties  shows  increased  general  spending  pover 
on  textile  and  other  mannfactored  goods. 

Excise — Rnm  Duty.      Methods  of  Bum  Distilleries. 

8.  J)he  increase  in.  the  yield  of  the  excise  da^  oh  nun 
reflects  the  slight  improvement  in  prosperity  mentioned  above 
an  experienced  towards  the  close  of  the  year,  though  the  total 
wa6  no  less  than  £10,234,  or  jast  ten  per  cent,  below  that  of  the 
year  I899'l&O0'.  A  certain  amount  of  Beveaae  due  under  this 
head  is  believed  to  be  lost,  chiefly  during  crop-time,  ia.  conse- 
quence of  the  cottsideratwn  t^t  has  been  shown  tOr  mm- 
distillers  ia  the  desire  sot  to  hamper  their  indastry  by  excessive 
restrictions.  Ihe  rsgulertions  in  force  donot  fumiBh  thelieTenue 
Department  with  the  power  of  ensuring  accurate  record  d  the 
amounts  of  spirit  distilled,  the  methods  of  the  majori^  of  stiQ' 
houses  we  lax,  unscientific  and  conducive  to  waste,  and  the 
pilfering  ani)  consumption  of  undutied  rum  by  employ^  arp 
widely  pcevaleut,  and  are  admittedly  in  many  citses,  wjnked'  at 
by  the  distillers  and  book-keepers.  It  has.hiuerto  been  judged, 
however,  that  the  introductiou  of  efFectual  mechanical  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  the  stealing  of  mm  would  be  imposaible 
Itri&ottt  introducing  a  risk  of  impairing  the  special  qualities  ol 
the  more  valuable  J'amaiea  rums,  and  that  some  possible  loss 
of  excise  Kavenue  would  be  the  lesser  a{  two  evils  to  the 
community.  Hr.  J.  Btecde,  C.B-,  a  kigUy  experienced  officer  of 
the  Impesial  Inland  Bevenne  D^Ntrtmentr  spent  sone  time  in 
the  Tilasd  durmr  Xt^dk  aad  Xpril,  1902^,  iaveetigatinir  the 
1S311  A  3 
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conditions  ai  distillation  on  bduJf  of  His  Majesiy's  GoTem- 
ment,  and  I  am  onder  the  impresuon  that  he  will  be  able  to 
make  «ome  suggestioiiB  in  regard  to  the  laanagenient  of  dis- 
tilleries that  may  be  of  advantage  both  to  the  proprietors  and  to 
the  public  Bevenne. 

Match  Duty. 

9.  An  excise  duty,  at  the  rate  of  Gd.  per  gross  of  boxes  of  fifty 
sticks,  was  imposed  during  the  year  on  matches  manufactured 
in  this  Island,  intended  as  at  partial  set-ofF  to  the  Customs  duty 
levied  on  those  imported.  The  absence  of  any  internal  duty 
had  practically  extinguished  the  Customs  revenue  from  this 
article,  the  high  import  duty  acting  as  ai  prohibitive  protection. 
The  new  duty  yielded  £583  10(.  This  yield  will  no  doubt  be 
considerably  higher  in  future  years  seeing  that  a  large  amount 
of  stock  had  been  put  out  in  anticipation  of  the  duty.  The 
Customs  duty  on  imported  matches  shows  an  improvement  of 
£81  7*.  in  this  year. 

Soap  Huty, 

10.  A  similar  excise  duty  on  soap  imposed  in  the  course  of  the 
previous  year  yielded  £298,  whOst  the  Customs  Import  Duty 
on  soap  increased  under  its  influence  by  £1,617. 

Stamp  Dutiei. 

11.  The  net  yield  of  Stamp  Duties  showed  an  increase  of 
£4,698.  The  duties  had  in  some  instances  been  augmented,  but 
the  increase  in  the  total  yield  would  have  been  accounted  for  by 
the  death  duties  received  on  a  single  large  estate. 

Agricultural  Produce  Dealers'  License  Duties. 

12.  The  proceeds  (£1,924)  of  the  duties  on  licenses  required  to 
be  taken  out  by  dealers  in  Agricultural  Produce  (for  police  pur- 
poses and  to  check  the  stealing  of  produce),  although  not  a  new 
tax,  were  carried  this  year  for  the  first  time  to  the  credit  of 
Oeneral  Hevenue  instead  of  as  heretofore  to  a  special  fund.  The  " 
sNicumulatod  balance  (£11,305)  of  the  fund  was  likewise  taken 
orer. 

Taxes  Increased  and  Better  Collected  Land  Taxes. 

13.  The  yield  of  ^e  three  taxes  now  levied  on  land  in  aid 
of  General  Revenue  shows  a  large  increase.  Fart  of  this  was 
due  to  improved  collection  and  the  ingathering  of  arrears,  part 
to  increases  in  the  ratos.  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  meeting,  in 
pairt,  the  newly  assumed  chaises  for  the  Railway  Debt  and  the 
subsidy  to  the  Direct  Imperial  Stoamship  Line. 

Change  of  Ta.T   Year. 

14.  Comparison  is  to  some  degree,  moreover,  affected  by  the 
fact  that  the  period  of  the  year  of  assessment  for  these  branches 
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of  Beveunfr  wu  fllteted  in  1900.  In  order  to  brin?  it  into  eMn- 
epondance  vith  tLe  financial  year,  as  estabhslied  for  the  accoOats 
of  this  QOTemment  in  all  other  respects,  the  aseeseed  tftx  year 
which,  by  a  survival  from  former  cuetom,  began  oA  the  1st 
Angngt,  1900,  was  terminated  on  the  31fit  March,  19^,  and  the 
amounts  leviable  in  that  period  were  asaessed  oa  for  two-thirda 
of  a  year  only. 

Quit  Re7its. 

16.  The  effects  of  this  alteration  and  of  bettw  oolleetion  and 
recovery  of  arrears  are  indicated  1^  the  returns  from  Quit  Hents. 
These  are  a  uniform  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  land  (except 
where  the  tax  has  been  redeemed).  In  the  year  1900-1901  they 
yielded  £6,567,  which  was  padd  into  the  Parochial  Boad  Reserve 
Fund.  In  the  year  under  review  they  yielded  £8,320,  of  which 
£1,636  wa«  employed  for  the  payment  of  Superintendents  of 
Parochial  Beads  and  Works  through  the  above-mentioned  fund, 
and  the  balance,  £6,584,  transferred  to  General  Revenue  Account, 
to  which  the  nett  proceeds  of  this  tax,  after  providing  for  these 
salanes,  are  now  by  law  appropriated.  The  total  improvement 
in  collection  was  thus  £1,663,  or  more  than  25  per  cent. 


HoIdiHf/   Tar. 

16.  The  Holding  Tax  is  a  direct  tax  on  land,  assessed  on  the 
area  of  holdings, '  hut  decreasing  in  its  average  rate  per  acre  as 
tiie  size  of  the  holding  increases.  Prior  to  the  year  of  account 
it  was  payable  at  the  following  rates :  — 

£  >.  d. 
For  every  holding  not  exceeding  5  acres  0  2  0 
For  every  holding  exceeding  6  and  not    0     3     4 

exceeding  10  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  10  and  not    0    4     8 

eotceading  20  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  20  and  not    0     5     4 

exceeding  50  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  50  and  not    0    6    8 

elceeding  100  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  100  and  not    0  10     0 

exceeding  200  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  200  and  not    10    0 

exceeding  500  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  500  and  not    1  10    0 

exceeding  800  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  800  and  not    1  16    8 

exceeding  1,000  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  1,000  and     3  13    4 

not  exceeding  1,600  acses. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  1,500  acres    3    0    0 
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17.  For  tke  year  under  review  the  rate*  of  the  Holding  Tax 
.were  altered  to  tbe  following :  — 

£  ».  d. 
For  every  holding  not  exceeding  6  acres  0  2  0 
For  eveiy  holding  exceeding  6  and  not    0    3    4 

exceeding  10  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  10  and  not     0    4     8 

exceeding  15  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  16  and  not     0     6     0 

exceeding  20  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  20  and  not    0    8    6 

exceeding  30  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  30  and  not    0  13     6 

exceeding  60  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  60  and  not    10    0 

exceeding  76  acres. 
For  eveiy  holding  exceeding  75  and  not    1     6-0 

exceeding  100  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  100  and  not     1  15     0 

exceeding  150  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  150  and  not    2     8     0 

exceeding  200  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  200  and  not    3     2     0 

exceeding  300  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  300  and  not    4     0     0 

exceeding  400  acree. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  400  and  not    4  16     0 

exceeding  600  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  600  and  not    6  10     0 

exceeding  600  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  600  and  not     6     5     0 

exceeding  750  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  760  and  not    7    0     0 

exceeding  1,000  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  1,000  and     8     0    0 

not  exceeding  1,500  acres. 
For  every  holding  exceeding  1,500  acres  10     0    0 

The  rates  on  holdings  not  exceeding  fifteen  acres  thus  remained 
unaltered,  whilst  those  on  laiger  holdings  were  raised  on  an 
increasing  proportion,  not  so  far,  however,  as  to  bring  the  tax 
to  a  nniform  rate  per  acre. 

18.  The  net  amount  yielded  was  £24,639,  against  £13,384 
brought  to  account  in  the  previous  twelve  months,  an  improve- 
ment of  £11,164  10^.  Part  of  this  remarkable  increase  is 
accounted  for  by  the  curtailment  of  the  previous  tax  year  to 
eight  months ;  but  much  of  it  is  due  to  greater  efficiency  in 
collection.  No  less  than  £5,444  is  the  amount  of  arrears  of 
previous  yeacra  recovered,  £7,957  is  computed  to  be  due  to  the 
increase  in  the  rates  of  the  tax  (the  estimate  was  £7,721),  and 
about  £11,138  to  be  the  amount  that  would  have  been  collected 
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of  tte  tax  due  for  the  year  on  the  old  rates.  The  smounta 
collected  within  the  year  in  the  four  previous  complete  tax 
years  have,  hovever,  only  averaged  £10,389.  The  tax  this  year 
was  collected  on  72,010  holdings,  the  average  nnmber  on  which 
it  had  been  collected  in  the  fonr  preceding  complete  years  having 
been  only  63,138;  whilst  arrears  were  collected  from  28,097 
holdings,  the  average  number  on  whioh  arrears  had  been  collected 
in  the  four  preceding  complete  years  having  been  13,943. 

19.  The  statement  of  these  figures  can  hardly  fail,  I  think, 
to  arrest  attention,  and  may  justify  a  brief  digression  in  ex- 
planation, and  in  exposition  of  some  interesting  paints  in  the 
recent  history  of  direct  taxation  in  this  Island,  which  I  shall 
offer  when  I  come  to  deal  with  the  subject  of  local  taxation. 

Iiroperty    Tax  on    Cultioated  Lands. 

20.  Taxation  on  land  was  also  increased  for  the  year  1901-1902 
by  the  imposition  of  special  rates  per  acre  on  land,  according  to 
the  maoner  of  its  employment,  in  aid  of  General  Revenue,  in 
addition  to  the  rates  of  the  same  character  levied  (under  the 
name  of  Property  Tu)  for  Faroohial  Boad  Bevenue,  and  for 
General  Bevenue  on  lands  planted  in  bananas  and  cocoanuts. 
The  following  table  shows  the  total  rates  in  force  for  the  year 
as  compared  with  the  rates  previoasly  in  force  for  the  Parochial 
Property  Tax;  — 


Previous  Bate. 

Bate  daring 

Tear 

To  Parochial 

To  General 

reviewed. 

Road  Funds. 

Bevenue. 

d. 

d. 

«.   d. 

For  every  acre  or  part  of  an  acre— 

In    arrowroot,     canes     cocoa. 

3 

1    0 

coflee,  ginger,  tobacco. 

3 

1    0 

In   corn,  gronnd   nuts,  cottoD, 

3 

— 

3 

provisions. 

In  Guinea  grasBf  or  Para  grass 

1 

— 

3 

In    common   paature,   pimento 

I 

2 

common  pasture,  and  pimento. 

In  wood  and  minate    ... 

i 

" 

* 

21.  The  total  amount  yielded  in  the  year  by  the  increased 
tax  was  £14,023.  Out  of  this  £5,394  was  paid  to  Parochial  Boad 
Punds  in  lieu  of  the  former  Property  Tax,  leaving  £8,G29  to 
the  credit  of  General  Bevenue  Account,  Allowing  for  the 
amount  which,  approximately,  would  have  been  received  for 
General  Bevenue  from  the  old  tax  on  banana  and  cocoanut 
plantati<}ns,  the  yield  of  the  additional  taxation  is  computed  to 
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L&Te  been  £7,609.  The  estimate  waa  £6,714.  There  are  donbt- 
l6«s  Btill  some  turrears  to  be  gathered  in.  The  total  amount 
received  from  taxes  on  lands  in  Jamaica  in  this  year  (anears 
included)  was  £46,782,  o£  which  £39,762  was  for  General 
EeTenne  and  £7,030  for  Parochial  Pnnds.  The  Land  Taxes, 
therefore,  amount  this  year  to  about  7'4  per  cent,  of  the  total 
General  Tax  Revenue, 

22.  The  ^OBS  total  increase  in  the  yield  of  the  Quit  Rents, 
the  Holding  Tax,  and  the  taxes  on  ciUtivated  lands  carried  to 
General  Revenue  over  that  of  the  previous  year  was  £20,976, 
of  which,  apparently,  £15,566  was  due  to  increase  of  taxation 
and  the  remaining  £5,676  to  improved  collections  and  the  effects 
of  the  change  of  the  tax  year. 

Education   Tax  (not  increased). 

23.  The  Education  Tax,  which  is  a  limited  rate  on  homes 
ranging  from  2«.  to  12(.,  in  aid  of  the  expenses  of  Public  Educa- 
tion, yielded  £11^229  against  £9,668  in  the  previous  year,  owing 
partly  to  the  above-mentioned  chamgo  in  the  tax  year  and  partly 
to  better  collection  of  current  dues  and  arrears.  The  total 
public  axpenditore  for  education  for  this  year,  I  may  obser^'e, 
was:  — 

£ 
Provided  by  law  (Secondary  Schocls)    ...         5,569 
—         Teted  OB  estimates 64,249 

Total    ...      69,818 

The  Educaition  Tax  pa^  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  total 
of  the  grants-in-aid  of  elementary  schools. 

24.  The  revenue  from  sources  other  than  taxation,  and  ex- 
cluding the  transfers  of  £12,456  from  accumulated  special  funds, 
amounted  to  £226,590,  the  principal  item  being  that  of  Railway 
Receipts,  £118,215.  This  item  might  appear  to  show  a  falling 
off  from  last  year's  railway  figures,  £l54,962,  but  the  basis  of 
comparison  needs  explanation. 

Railway. 

The  Government  took  over  the  Jamaica  Railway  from  the 
trustees  of  the  bondholders  of  the  late  Jamaica  Railway  Company 
on  the  16th  August,  1900,  with  £48,701  to  ita  credit  in  cash, 
and  £16,098  in  stores,  &o.  From  the  16th  August  till  the 
Slst  March,  1901,  the  Railway  Revenue  brought  to  account  by 
the  Treasurer  was  £71,153,  making,  with  the  above-mentioned 
balances,  £134,952  of  receipts,  as  shown.  But  the  gross  revenue 
earned  by  the  railway  durii^  the  whole  of  the  twelve  months 
ended  Slst  March,  1901,  was  only  £109.728  against  £118,215 
received  in  the  year  1901-1902,  which  thus  shows  an  improve- 
ment in  gross  revenue  of  £6,487,  or  about  7]  per  cent.    I  will 
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ial  [ovaetitlr  witli  tihe  railway  as  an  inymfmeiit  of  capital,  in 
whidt  aspect  it  ahowB  a  heavy  annual  financial  loss,  bat  I  may 
bere  obeu^e  tliat  the  revenue  in  1901-1902  exceeded  the  working 
cocpemseB  by  £40,253.  la  1900-1901  the  excess,  {or  the  whole  of 
iha  corresponding  twelve  months,  was  only  £20,788,  although 
from  the  seven  and  a  half  mosths  of  that  period  during  which 
the  railway  wa«  in  the  hands  of  the  Colonial  Government  the 
excess  of  receipts  over  expenditure  was  £21,725,  that  is  to  say 
at  a  rate  very  little  short  of  £35,000  a  year. 


F^tt  Office  and   Telegraphs.     Irrlifotion  Rereiptt. 

'Zb.  There  is  a  satisfactory  increase  of  £3,146 — more  than  8 
per  cent. — in  the  receipts  i^hrough  the  Post  Office,  the  factors 
of  which  will  be  indicated  when.  I  some  to  deal  with  the  report 
on  that  Department;  and  an  advance  of  £639  in  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  the  water  from  the  Bio  Cobre  Irrigation  Canal. 
This  increase  is,  however,  partly  accounted  for  by  the  better 
recorery  of  dues  and  arrears. 


General  Expenditure.     Transfers  in  Account. 

26.  The  total  of  Qeneral  Expenditure  (£751,699)  included, 
under  the  head  of  Public  Works  and  Buildings,  sums  amounting 
to  £1,979  expended  in  previous  years  which  had  been  chained 
to  suspense  accounts  in  anticipation  of  repayment  from  loans  or 
otherwise.  In  order  to  clear  the  Colony's  btuance  sheet,  without 
recourse  to  further  borrowing,  these  amounts  were  written  off 
as  expenditure. 

Aetual  Expenditure. 

27.  The  actual  expenditure  incurred  during  the  year  might 
accordingly  be  properly  stated  as  £749,720,  or  £12,661  less  than 
the  amoant  of  the  actual  revenue  as  similsrly  corrected  above. 

Debt    Chart/en. 

28.  A  decrease  of  £11,963  is  shown  in  the  total  expenditure 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  previoos  year.  The  permanent 
charges  of  debt  were  swelled  by  the  addition  of  £10,984  for 
annuities  on  Imperial  Loans  for  Railway  Expenses  and  in  aid 
of  deficit,  and  by  the  expenses  of  management  on  the  new  issue 
of  £1,493,400  Bailway  3i  per  cent.  Inscribed  Stock.  There  is, 
however,  an  apparent  nett  diminution  of  £29,860  in  Debt 
Chaiges,  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  in  ldOO-1901  special 
payments  eimounting  to  £48,706  had  to  be  made  on  the  transfer 
of  the  railway  for  arrears  of  interest  due  to  the  recipients  of  Hie 
3}  per  cent.  Inscribed  Stock  to  which  the  bondholders  of  the 
defunct  rulway  company  became  entitled. 
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Incrtatet  of  £jcpendiluTe. 
31>.  There  were  iitoreftses  of  expenditure  under  twelve  other 
heftda  of  Appro|H:iatioii,  amounting  to  £53,749,  the  principal 
beug-  uBder — 

£ 

Railway        26,673 

Direct  Imperial  Mail  Subiidy      18,329 

PenBioDB       1.9S1 

Eeal  Property  Valuation 1,772 

Agricultural  SerriceB        1,645 

Deertaaes, 
The  ncond  and  third  of  these  items  represent  permanent 
increases  of  expenditure,  bat  on  the  other  hand  there  were 
decreases  under  thirty-three  other  heads  of  Approprialion, 
amounting  altogether  to  £34,452,  and  representing  to  a  large 
extent  the  results  of  careful  economy  and  retrenchment. 

30.  The  apparent  increase  in  Railway  Expenditure  (from 
£51,388  to  £77,961)  is  by  comparison  with  only  seven  and  a 
half  months'  expenditure  in  the  previous  year.  The  Railway 
Expenditure  for  the  whole  of  the  twelve  monUiB  of  that  year, 
by  the  trustees  and  the  Oovemment  togeither,  was  £88,940, 
or  £10,979  more  than  the  total  of  1901-1902,  which  thus  shows 
a  reduction  of  13|  per  cent,  in  working  expenses  combined  with 
an  increase  as  mentioned  above  of  72  per  cent,  in  receipts. 

Direct  Line. 

31.  This  was  the  first  year  of  the  new  Direct  Imperial  Mail 
Service  for  the  carriage  of  mails  and  fruit,  for  which  Messrs. 
Elder,  Dempster  and  Company  receive  a  subsidy  of  £40,000  per 
annum  paid  in  eqaal  shares  by  the  Imperial  Oovemment  and 
itw  Colimy.  The  contract  is  for  ten  years  &om  February,  1901. 
The  full  amonnt  of  the  suboi^  was  not  brought  to  account  within 
the  year. 

Valuation  of   Real  ProprrI//. 

32.  The  expenditure  for  the  valuation  of  Real  Property  was 
incnrred,  under  circumstances  which  will  be  more  fully  ex- 
jdained  in  due  course,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  basis  for 
the  refwm  and  consolidation  of  the  taxes  on  houses  and  lands. 

General  Remit  s. 

33.  The  financial  results  of  the  year  were,  on  the  whole,  s«tii- 
factory,  but  they  have  not  been  attained  without  difficult  and 
HQxietT-  '^^  Revenue  (£762,381,  excluding  transfers)  exceeded 
that  <rf  the  previous  year  (which  with  the  exclusion,  of  similar 
items  w;as  £730,627)  by  £31,754,  but  fell  short  of  the  estimate 
by  £7,115.     A  deficit  waa  only  aivoided  by  the  economies  which 
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kept'the  expenditure  ;£1^,804  below  tbe  total  t^propri&tioiu, 
ttOtwitlLstanilmff  the  ineluaioh  ot  ehargM  MiJoniituig  to  '£'1,902 
Sot  provided  (or  on  tits  estimate,  for  expenses' bf  the  Railway 
LoftU  OonversiOQ,  thfrTal-uation  of  Beal  Propei^  and  the  transfer 
from  Saspenae  Accotuts  shoTe-mentioned.  The  laist  two  months 
of  tbe  year,  with  tbeir  marked  improvement  itL  revenue  from 
Oastoms,  excise,  and  railway  alone  converted  the  bore  equili- 
brium wMoh  would  have  been  effected  by  the  rigid  control  of 
expenditure  into  tlic  moderate  but  very  acceptable  surplus  above 
recorded. 

34.  At  the  date  of  writing  this  I  am  able  to  record  that  the 
above-mentioned  improvement  in  the  Revenue  has  been  and 
i«  being  steadUy  maintained,  and  I  wilt;  in  my  cbnel«ding 
general  observations,  comment  briefly  on  the  latest  aspect  tit  ih& 
finanoial  positions  of  this  Oovemment^  reverting  now  io  &e 
returns  for  the  financial  year  completed  on  the  Slst  March 
last. 

The  Public  Debt. 

35.  Charges  of  Debt  made  up  so  large  a  proportion — nearly 
one  quarter — of  tbe  total  expenditure,  that  a  somewhat  olose 
examination  of  the  composition  of  the  Public  Debt  may  be  of 
some  interest.  On  the  Slst  March,  1902,  this  was  as  shown 
in  the  appended  table.     (See  Table  III.) 

In  this  table,  Division  I.  represents  obligaitionB  established  by 
law  to  pay  certain  annuities  and  interest  on  funds  borrowed  or 
deposited. 

Division  II.  represents  tbe  Public  Debt  of  the  Colony  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  being  the  amounts  borrowed  on 
negotiable  securities  or  from  the  Imperial  Qovernment. 

Division.  III.  represents  amounts  borrowed  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  lent  to  the  Kingston  General  CommiasioneFs,  who  repay 
the  annual  chairges  to  Qeneral  Revenue  Account 

Division  XY.  represents  amounts  borrowed  directly  by'  the 
Kingston  General  Commissioners  and  the  Vere  Irrigation  Com- 
missioners under  the  guarantee  of  the  Chivemment.  Theg 
charges  are  met  from  the  Revenues  of  the  Commissioners. 

Division  V.  represents  amounts  borrowed  at  interest  by 
Parochial  Boards  from  the  Island  Treasury. 

Divisions  I.  and  II.,  therefore,  indicate  the  total  annual  debt 
charges  falling  on  General  Revenue.  The  chuge  under  Divi- 
sion I.  (ii.)  is  subject  to  fluctuation,  those  under  Division  I.  (i.) 
and  Division  II.  are  constant  and  remain  so  until  new  debt  is 
incurred  or  the  redranption  of  old  loans  completed  by  the  matur- 
ing of  Sinking  Punds. 

37.  "With  regard  to  Division  II.  it  must  be  observed  that  the 
Government  is  liable  to  be  called  on  to  issue  3J  per  cent.  Inscribed 
Stock  to  the  further  amount  of  £44,100  so  soon  as  the  title 
thereto,  now  in  litigation,  or  not  established,  is  decided,  and  also 
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that  further  debt  to  the  unoaat  of  £44,000  U  bene  iacBned  ior 
the  impTDTement  of  the  ttHwaj,  hj  borrowing  from  the  Imperial 
OorerSBieiit  on  an  aonni^  to  repay  principal  and  interest  in 
twea^  yean,  intereet  being  charged  at  the  rate  of  2|  per  cent. 
Tbeee  two  additions  to  the  debt  will  respectiTe^  increaee  the 
aiia«al  charges  by  £1^85  and  £2,8SS,  bringing  them  to  a  total 
of  £171,309  nnder  this  Division  and  increasing  the  total  aett 
aoanal  ehazge  on  General  Berenoe  (Divisions  L  aftd  IL)  to 
£I8M06. 


Borrowing  Powert  in  SHtpenK. 

38.  There  is,  moreover,  l^al  aathori^  for  the  raiai&g  of  farther 
loans  for  Public  Boildingt  and  Mountain  B^^ris  to  uie  amo'aat 
of  £176,000  on  Inscribed  Stock,  but  there  is  no  intuition  at 
present  to  incnr  this  additional  debt. 

Reeent  Debt  Charges. 

39.  Ont  of  the  total  annual  charge  of  £171,309  above-men- 
tioned, no  less  than  £82,521  will  have  been  imposed  upon  the 
Treasury  since  the  1st  April,  1900,  £80^06  per  annum  having 
accrued  through  the  obligation  of  the  Colonial  Chivemment  to 
pay  ofl  the  bmidholders  of  the  railway  and  to  pat  the  line  in 
efficient  wooing  order,  and  £2,316  to  pay  off  a  loan  of  £20,000 
in  aid  of  the  deficit  on  G^eral  Bevenue  Account 

Old  Cotuolidaled  Dd,t. 

40.  The  Public  Debts  of  the  Colony  have  from  time  to  time 
ondeigone  consolidation,  more  or  lees  complete,  effecting  redac- 
tions of  interest  in  consideration  of  extensions  of  period.  These 
processes  render  aoiy  snalyBis  of  the  investments  represented  1^ 
the  existing  debt  ratiier  difficult,  and  I  will  not  attempt  to  go 
bock  beyond  the  consolidation  effected  in  the  year  18^,  when 
a  nnmber  of  old  6  per  cent,  debts  were  consolioated  by  an  issue 
of  5  per  cent,  debentares. 

Further   Cnnmlidation  and  CoHvcriion. 

41.  In  the  year  1882  a  fresh  consolidation  n-aa  effected  l^  the 
issue  of  4  per  cent.  Debentures  to  the  amount  of  £400,700.  Of 
these  Debentares,  Stock  to  the  amount  of  £114,260  was  spplied 
to  redeeming  the  5  per  cent.  Debentuies  of  1869,  £102,680  to 
xedeemiag  Debentures  lesued  by  the  Kingston  Commissioners 
(this  amonnt  will  be  found  in  Division  III.),  £95,653  to  redeem- 
ing Irrigation  Debt,  £44,100  for  Rio  Cobre  Irrigation  Deben- 
tures, and  the  balance  to  redeem  Debentures  issued  at  various 
times  for  the  construction  and  improvement  of  main  roads, 
telegraphs,  and  puUic  and  parochial  buildings. 
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42.  Of  this  ConMlidaiiaoii  Debenture  Lou,  ££0,800  was  ppld 
oO,  i;319,300  warn  couTerted  b7  later  operations  into  ^16,147  10*. 
Foot  per  cent.  Inacribed  Stock,  local  and  English  iatues,  and 
jE60,600  remains  at  Debentuie  Debt  in  Division  III.  It  appears 
that  by  the  efiect  of  tlieBe  saccesaive  conversions  Bome  ptirts  of 
the  Island's  debt  will  have  attained  a  very  venerable  age  by  the 
time  they  are  finally  extingoished. 


luBfitmenlt  Rtpretenied  by  Preient  Debt, 

43.  The  Qeneral  Public  Debt  as  it  stands  may  be  analysed  Into 
the  following  abstract  of  inTeetmeots :  — 


Lo&na  for. 

Amount. 

AnntuJ 
Cli«rg«. 

tfb  be  added 

£ 
2,381*,700 

88,100 

£ 
117,159 
4.«74) 

2,477,800 

122,035 

Bridges  and  Boads  (£  l<V>  gnexpeaded) 

Rio  Cobrelrrigition  Works.      

Coolie  Immigmton          

PubUo  Boildingii  (£37,000  nneipanded) 
Hotels         

Telegraphi            

Deficit  {Imperial  Loan) 

Old  Consolidated  Dabis,    &c    (bihncee    ont- 
standing). 

Add  for  New  Ewlway  Debt       ... 

40  ',720 
120,076 
9.'J,G53 
107,804 
63,476 
24,560 
14,972 
18,235 
99,768 

19,720 

6,278 
4,783 
4,390 
4,795 
1,228 
748 
2,315 
6,019 

3,343,958 

88,100 

166,436 
4,874 

Total  inonrred       

3,432,068 

171,809 

The  Railway  Investments. 
Railway  Debt  on  Old  Government  Sailtoaif, 

44.  For  the  purchase,  equipment,  and  extension  ceI  the  dd 
Jamaica  B&ilway  the  Colonial  G-oTemment  borrowed  in  all,  under 
five  different  Debenture  Loans,  £833,100. 

46.  Of  the  sum.  of  these  Debentures  £44,400  has  been  paid  off 
out  of  General  Kevenue  and  £626,200  has  been  converted  for 
Inscribed  Stock,  £619,979  at  4  per  cent,  and  £8,000  at  3i  per  . 
cent.  The  annual  ohar^  on  these  stocks  for  interest  and  Sinking 
Fund  is  £31,369. 

46.  £6,000  remains  due  on  Debentures  at  4}  per  cent,  and 
£167,500  at  4  per  cent.,  altogether  causing  a  constant  annual 
charge  of  £10,468,  of  which  in  the  current  year  1902-1903  £8,568 
will  be  paid  for  interest  and  £3,910  for  redemption  of  Debentores. 
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47.  Tte  total  now  ODtetanding  on  account  of  debts  incurred 
for  the  railway  before  it  wae  aold  in  1890  is  accordingly 
£791,478  lOi.,  wbicb  is  being  annually  reduced  by  the  difference 
between  an  annuify  of  £10,468  and  the  interest  payable  on  the 
amount  of  Debentures  left  outstanding  each  year. 


Sale  of  Old  Railway. 

48.  When  the  Jamaica  Itailway  was  sold  under  Law  22  of  1889, 
the  Colonial  Govenunent  received  from  the  promoters  of  the 
Jamaica  Railway  Company  £100,000  in  cash  and  Second  Mort- 
gage Debentures  for  £700,000  to  bear  interest  after  interest 
should  have  been  paid  on  the  First  Mortgage  Debentures,  on 
which  £1,500,000  for  developing  the  railway  was  to  be  borrowed. 
The  Second  Mortgage  Bonds  are  now  valueless. 

Payments  for  Lands  for  New  Track.     Grants  of  Crown  Landt. 

49.  On  the  other  hand,  out  of  the  £100,000  received  in  cash, 
the  Colonial  Government  has  had  up  to  date  to  pay  £90,919  for 
the  purcbaae  of  lands  for  the  railway  extension  tracks  and  has 
conveyed  to  the  promoters  76,800  acres  of  Crown  Lands  in  part 
consideration  for  the  extensions. 

A'eio  Debt  Incurred. 

60.  On  the  failure  of  the  Jamaica  Eailway  Company,  the 
Colonial  Govenunent  became  liable  to  iaeue  to  the  bondholders 
Inscribed  Stock  to  the  nett  amount  of  £1,493,400,  to  bear  intarest 
at  3^  per  cent.  Up  to  the  31st  March,  1902,  such  stock  to  the 
amount  of  £1,449,300  had  been  issued,  two  bonds  for  £100  each 
had  been  repaid  by  the  Government,  and  the  balance,  £44,100, 
is  held  for  assignment  to  the  parties  who  may  be  entitled  to  it; 
^e  title  to  £38,000  of  it  is  in  litigation  and  the  remainder 
has  not  yet  been  claimed.  "When  the  whole  of  it  has  been 
aasigned  the  annual  charge,  as  stated  above,  will  be  £67,203 
on  this  part  of  the  Hallway  Debt.  The  amount  of  the  liability 
accrued  up  to  date  on  this  account  has  been  charged  as  expendi- 
ture and  carried  to  a  Reserve  Account  for  disbursement  when 
claimed. 

Imperial  Loans  for  Arrears  of  Interest  and  Rjmpment. 

61.  On  taking  over  the  railway  the  Government  also  borrowed 
from  the  Impenal  Government  £88,000  to  pay  off  the  arrears  of 
interest  due  to  the  First  Mortgage  bondholders,  and  obtained 
power  to  borrow  £110,000  to  put  the  railway  in  a  proper  work- 
ing condition.  Up  to  the  31st  March,  1902,  £66,000  had  been 
borrowed  for  the  latter  purpose ;  the  remaining  £44,000  will 
probably  be  borrowed  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 
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62.  These  loans,  wliich  bear  iotereet  at  2i  per  cent.,  are  repay- 
able in  twan^  years  by  an  aanoity  of  £65  I3#.  6d.  per  £1.000  to 
cover  interest  and  repayment.  As  the  annuity  had  begun  to 
be  paid  in  1901-1902  on  the  amount  them,  borrowed  the  capital 
debt  outstanding  on  the  31et  Maich  appears  as  £148,961. 

The  full  annual  charge  when  the  railway  improvements  are 
completed  will  be  at  the  rate  of  £13,003. 


Summart/. 

53.  The  Itailwaiy  Debt  Charges  may  accordingly  be  thuB  sum- 
niaiised: — 


— 

Interest. 

Bepaymeut. 

Total 

Old  RaUw&Y  Debt— 

Debantuw 

Inscribed  Stock        

£ 

6,568 
25,080 

£ 
3,910 
6,279 

£ 
10,468 
31.369 

31,638 

10,189 

41,827 

NftwHailwayDebt- 

iMoribed  Stock        

Imperial  Lokn          

63.26D 
4,445 

14,934 

8,558 

67,203 
13.003 

56,714 

23.592 

80,206 

TotaL 

88,352 

33,681 

122,033 

Nett  Pro/it  and  Lost. 

54.  The  receipts  of  the  railway  in  1901-1902  exceeded  the 
expenditure  (as  has  been  staited)  by  £40,253.  This  rate  of 
profit  will  doubtless  be  increased  during  the  current  and  future 
years,  but  at  such  a  rats  a  deficiency  of  £48,100  a  year  for 
interest  alone,  or  of  £81,780  a  year  for  total  Debt  Charges,  is 
imposed  on  the  tax  payers  by  the  railway. 

65.  The  old  railway  was  a  sound  and  advantageoua  invest- 
ment.  The  returns  from  the  extensions  made  by  the  Jamaica 
Aailway  Company  cannot  as  yet  be  compared  with  their  cost  to 
the  tax  payers.  It  can  hardly,  I  think,  now  be  questioned  that 
s  continuance  of  the  former  policy  of  gradual  progressive  ex- 
tensions of  thd  Government  railway  would  have  proved  more 
profitable  than  its  sale  and  extension  under  the  arrangements 
made  in  1880. 
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Bridges  and  Roads  {Roods  and  Bridges  Debt.) 
66.  In  addition  to  £16,100  included  in  the  Consolidation  Loan 
under  Law  17  of  1890  and  subBequently  converted  into  4  per  cent. 
Lkscribed  Stock,  the  amonnt  of  J400,000  altogether  has  been 
borrowed,  principally  during  the  coarse  of  the  last  ten  years, 
for  the  construction  and  improvement  of  bridges  and  roads,  and 
applied  as  shown  below :  — 


St.  Thomsa  and  Portland  Bridgea 
Bridges    Law  20  of  1892.      ... 
Parochial  Boad  Reconstruction 
Main  RoailH       


1211,000   1 

119,409 

100,000   1 

97,338 

146,000   1 

138,fi79 

34,000 

44,278 

Portland  and  St.   Thomas. 

57.  Of  th.3  loan  for  Saint  Thomaa  and  Portland  bridges, 
£61,400  was  issued  on  Debentures  at  4  per  cent,  interest.  Deben- 
tures for  £6,200  have  beer,  redeemed,  and  Debentures  for  £4,500 
converted  into  £4,320  Inscribed  Stock  at  4  per  cent.  £43,740 
was  borrowed  on  Inscribed  Stock  at  4  per  cent.,  and  £14,860  at 
3^  per  cent.  The  liability  now  outstanding  for  this  loan  is 
accordingly  £113,620.  The  annual  charge  for  interest  on  the 
whole  loan  issued  is  £4,470,  and  for  Sinking  Funds,  £1,445. 


Island  Bridges, 

58.  The  £100,000  for  Jamaica  bridges  was  borrowed  on  In- 
scribed Stock,  £34,000  at  4  per  cent,  and  £66,000  at  3  per  cent 
interest,  and  1  per  cent  Sinking  Fund. 

New  Main  Roads. 

59.  The  Parochial  Eoad  Recoaatruction  Losm  was  borrowed 
on  Inscribed  Stock,  £140,000  at  4  per  ctnt 

60.  Out  of  a  total  contemplated  loan  of  £100,000,  £34,000  has 
been  borrowed  for  mountain  roads  on  Inscribed  Stock  at  3  per 
cent  interest  The  amount  of  £10,278  spent  in  excess  of  this 
amount  may  be  regarded  as  having  been  provided  for  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  other  loans,  the  accounts  of  which  had  on  the 
31st  March  unexpended  balances  to  their  credit  amounting  to 
£10^74. 
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61.  Tba  aaaaal  chargrea  referable  to  tLe  amount  of  these  iavesb- 
menta,  ^cording  to  tiia  iimonnts  actaally  spent  up  to  date, 
may  be  abBtracted,  in  round  figures,  as  follows:^ 


— 

Eipen- 
ditnre. 

Interest. 

Repay- 

TotaL 

St.  Thomas  and  Portland  Bridges 
(Deboaturofl  at  4  per  cent,  la- 
ooiibed  Btock  at  4  per  oent.  and 
8  percent.) 

(Credit  6  pw  oent  on  £600  onex- 
pended.) 

Jamnda     Bridges   Loan  (66,000  '  at 
3  per  oent  and  £34,090  at  4  per 
cent.) 

Inscribed    Stock:    Moantain    Roads 
(34,0%  at  3  per  cent,  and  £10,260 
at  4  per  cent  ) 

ITnexpended  (.in  Treasury)    

£ 
119,400 

£ 
4,470 

24 

£ 
1,445 

6 

£ 
6,9IS 

SO 

07,350 

138,900 
44,250 

16,100 

100 

4,446 
3,234 

5,556 
1,430 

644 
4 

1,439 
973 

1,389 

1,443 

161 

1 

6,885 
4,207 

6,946 
1,873 

805 
5 

Total 

416,100 

16,314 

4,4.  .6 

19,720 

Pi-oJU  and  Lost. 

62.  I  think  that  it  is  generally  recognised  that  the  money 
spent  on  bridges  and  main  roads  has  on  the  wliole  been  well 
iuveated.  Some  parts  of  the  new  roads  and  some  of  the  bridges, 
perbaipe,  may  not  yet  appear  to  justify  their  construction,  but 
the  greater  part  of  the  work  must  be  recognised  to  have  been 
absolutely  indisp^uable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Colony. 
Without  these  works  the  fruit  industry  oould  never  have  been 
developed  as  it  has  been,  and  the  Island  mast  have  faUen  into 
deeper  depression  than  it  has  ever  had  to  experience.  But 
beyond  this  advantage,  I  think  that  it  would  be  hard  to 
deny  that  the  expenditure  of  the  profits  on  the  increased  traffic 
made  possible  probably  repays  to  the  Kevenue,  in  customs  and 
excise  duties,  the  full  amount  of  the  interest  and  sinking  funds 
on  these  debts.  It  mnat  indeed  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  new 
roada  and  bridges  have  added  considerably  also  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Public  "Works  Department  for  annual  maintenance. 
I  believe,  however,  that  further  improvement  and  reconstruction 
of  roads,  as  funds  become  sivailable,  is  not  only  advisable,  but 
indispensable,  for  l^e  increase  of  Uke  prosperity  of  tlie  Island. 
All  progress  in  this  regard  has  been  practically  suspended  under 
the  financial  difficulties  of  the  last  few  years. 

63.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  cladm  that  tbe  construcrioii  uf  the 
only  mountain  road  that  has  been  completed  has  been  tliit  most 

oissil  B  1 
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-  ecouomically  adTaiLtageouB  inTeBtment  possible.  The  moiioy 
miglit  even,  I  think,  with  more  immediftte  profit,  have  been 
spent  on.  other  roads  inctaded  in  the  mountain  road  scheme,  and 
still  more  adTantageously,  in  my  judgment,  on  certain  lowland 
roadfl. 

The  road,  however,  from  Gordon  Town  as  iar  as  Newcastle, 
19  of  appreciable  Bind  increasing  value.  From  Newcastle  into 
the  Bi^  Bay  Biver  Valley  it  is  at  present  only  an  interesting 
demonstration  of  the  abili^  of  the  Public  Works  Bepartment. 

Bio  Cohre  Irrigation    Works  (Irrigation  Debt). 

64.  The  total  amount  borrowed  for  this  undertaking  was 
£126,600.  Of  this,  £6,300  has  been  repaid,  £44,100  was  in- 
cluded in  the  4  per  cent^  Consolidation  Debenture  Loan  of  1880 
(Law  19),  and  subsequently  again  converted  for  Inscribed  4  p» 
cent.  Stock;  £13,600  was  converted  directly  from  Debentures 
into  £13,376  Inscribed  Stock,  £5,376  at  4  per  cent  and  £8,000 
at  3^  per  cent.  £62,600  remains  due  on  Debentures  at  4  per 
cent,  interest.     The  total  debt  outstanding  is  thus  £120,076. 

66.  The  annual  charges  for  interest  and  Sinking  Fund  on  the 
Inscribed  Stock  amount  to  £2,833  and  on  the  Debentures  out- 
standing to  £3,445,  altogellier  £6,278. 

Irrigation  Revenue  and  Expenditure 

66.  The  receipts  from  the  works  exceeded  the  working  ex- 
penditure in  1901-1902  by  £6,810,  being  a  deficiency  of  £468 
on  the  total  actual  payments  by  the  Government,  but  more  than 
providing  for  interest,  which  at  4  per  cent,  on  the  original  capital 
would  be  £5,064,  or  on  the  outstanding  unredeemed  capital 
£4,803.  The  receipts,  it  may  be  observed,  were  exceptionally 
high  owing  to  the  more  efFectual  collection  of  arrears.  The 
earaingB  for  the  year  were  £6,936,  being  £129  less  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  but  the  collections  amounted  to  £7,553.  The 
aale  of  logwood  from  the  canal  banks  provided  £123. 

67.  Apart  from  the  balance  of  the  amount  of  these  works 
with  General  Revenue  as  an  investment  they  have  proved  of 
essential  importance  in  the  development  of  the  banama  industry 
in  Saint  Catherine's  Pari^ 

Coolie  Immigration  Debt  {Old  Immigration  Fund). 

68.  This  amount,  which  was  included  in  the  Consolidation 
Loan  under  Law  19  of  1880  and  subsequently  converted 
into  4  per  cent.  Inscribed  Stock,  represents  the  extent  of  the 
insolvency  of  the  old  Immigration  Fund  the  liabilities  of  which 
■were  assumed  l^  Generad  Revenue  Account. 

Puhlii'.  Buildingt. 
^  68.  In  the  Consolidartion  Loan  under  Law  19  of  1880  there  was 
uududed  provision  for  £7,804  borrowed  for  the  erection  and 
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repairs  of  Public  and  Parocliial  Buildings.    Tliis  Stock  n 
Bequentljr  converted  into  Inscribed  4  per  cent.  Stock. 

70.  In  the  year  1897,  £100,000  was  borrowed  on  Isscribeil 
Stock  at  3  per  cent,  for  thd  extension  of  Public  Buildings  under 
tiie  Public  Buildings  Loan  Laws  Ko.  6  of  1893  and  No.  4  of 
1894,  whicb  authorised  the  following  amounts  to  be  borrowed :  — 

£ 

For  Prisons 30,000 

For  Lunatic  Asylum  40,000 

For  Uie  Public  General  Hospital,  Kingston    40,000 

Of  this  amo4nt,  to  the  JUst  March,  1902,  £63,014  had  been 
expended,  leaving  £36,986  to  the  credit  of  the  Loan  Account 
with  the  Treasurer.  The  progress  of  the  works  at  the  chai^ 
of  this  account,  with  the  exception  of  the  buildings  of  the  Saint 
Catherine  Dialrict  Prison,  has  been  practically  suspended  for 
some  years,  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  loan  having  bfimi 
employed  in  support  of  the  Treasury  balances  in  lieu  of  borrow- 
ing from  the  Imperial  Uovemment  on  account  of  the  deficit 
on  Gleneral  Itevenne  Account.  Such  works  as  are  considered 
most  pressing  and  expedient  will  be  proceeded  with  as  the 
condition  of  the  Treasury  balances  renders  it  convenient  and 
advisable. 

71.  The  present  state  of  the  account  may  be  analysed  in  round 
figures,  as  below: — 


— 

Eipendi- 
tore. 

Interest. 

E^psy- 
ment. 

Total. 

Old  Pnblic  BnUdings  Debt,... 
Uneipendad  in  Treasury  ... 

£ 
7,804 
fi.S.OOO 

37,000 

£ 

1,B90 
1,010 

£ 
78 
630 
370 

£ 

390 
i,520 
M80 

Total         

107,804 

3,312 

1,078 

4,390 

Jamaica  Hotels. 
72.  This  debt  represents  the  amount  of  Debentures  at  3  per 
cent,  issued  by  the  Government  of  Jamaica  in  aid  of  the  erection 
of  the  under-mentioned  hotels;  — 


Myrtle  Bank 
Comtsnt  Spring 
BioCobre  ... 
Uoneagae   .„ 


33,900 
14,800 
7,775 

7,000 
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In  addition  to  tiie  interest  an  annuity  of  £12,891  is  invested  to 
rept^  the  Debentures  at  maturitr. 

73.  The  UyrUe  Bank  Hotel  is  now  let  to  a  company  in  con- 
necrlion  with  the  Direct  Line  Steamers,  at  a  rent  of  £500  and 
with  the  option  of  purchase  for  £15,000. 

The  Constant  Spring  Hotel  is  let  to  the  same  company  rent 
free  for  three  years  on  condition  of  £3,000  being  spent  in 
improTements  within  that  period,  and  with  an  cation  of  purchase 
for  £10,000.  Much  more  than  £3,000  haB  already  been  spent 
by  the  company.  The  other  hotels  are  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  companies  which  founded  them  but  which  do  not  repay  to 
the  Government  the  amount  of  the  Debenture  interest,  and  tlLese 
hot«Is  are  therefore  liable  to  forfeiture  at  the  option  of  the 
Government 

Guarardeed  Debt. 

74.  The  local  debt  guaranteed  by  the  Public  Treasury  was 
increased  during  the  year  by  £16,600  borrowed  on  Debentures 
issued  by  the  Ver©  Irrigation  Commisaioners  who  are  expending 
£36,000  on  the  construction  of  a  canal  and  reservoir  for  the 
irrigation  of  sugar  estates  in  Lower  Olarendon.  An  account  of 
this  undertaking  will  be  given  in  dealing  with  the  work  of 
the  Public  Works  Department  for  the  year. 

Parochial  Debt. 

76.  The  debts  of  the  Parochial  Boards  to  the  Treasury,  for 

loans  at  4  pear  cent,  for  water  works,  markets,  and  other  public 

improvements  were  reduced  during  the  year  from  £87,873  to 

£73,023,  an  abatement  of  £14,850. 

Loan  Ejpendttvre. 
76.  The  amount  of  expenditure  charged  during  the  year 
against  Public  Gteneral  Loan  Funds  was  as  follows :  — 
Railwaj/. 

£        :    d. 
Jamaica  Bailway — 

Interest      504    0    0 

Equipment  40,447  18    2 

Pvblic   Workt. 
Bridges — 

Law  20  of  1892     2,382  12    7i 

Public  Baildings — 

Laws  6  of  1893  and  40  of  1894  ...  769    2  11 

^fountain  Roads — 

Lawl3ofl896     267    2  10 


£44,360  16    ^ 
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Kingston  Street n. 

77.  There  wu  Ntpeaded  by  the  Kingston  General  Commis- 
nooen  from  Loaa  Funds — 


KingetOD  Street  ReconBtruction— 
X«w31  of  ISflO 


7    0 


Vere  Irrigation. 

78.  The  Vere  Irrigation  CommiesionerB  epeiit  £14,266  out  of 
the  prooeedB  of  Debenture«  iBBued  under  the  Vere  Irrigation  Law, 
1887,  for  BTirv^  and  conBtmction  of  their  works,  an  aficonnt  of 
which  will  he  found  in  the  paragraph  dealing  with  the  Public 
Works  of  the  year. 

(C.)  Local  Finance. 

79.  The  RsvemieB  and  Expenditure  of  the  local  Administrative 
Bodies  during  the  year  were  as  shown  below :  — 


— 

Revenne. 

Ezpenditare. 

Surplus. 

Deficit. 

Kingston— 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

58.690 

Hftyor      and      CouDcil 
General  Fond. 

26,661 

25,653 

8 

Road  Fund       

6,123 

5,007 

116 

Other  Parochial  Boards - 

General  Fanda 

61,313 

61.847 

3,634 

Road  Funds      

37,148 

34,156 

2,992 

Total 

167,935 

166,096 

1,839 

Nett. 

80.  The  total  balances  to  the  credit  of  the  Eioggton  Qeneral 
CommiBBioners  and  the  Farochial  Boards  at  the  Treaeuiy  on 
the  Slst  March,  1902,  were:— 

£ 
Eingston  (General  Commissioners  ...     11,660 

PanKihial  Boards  (includis'g  Eiagston) . . .    30,053 

Parochial  Finance  Laic. 

81.  This  was  the  first  complete  year  during  which  the . 
Farochial  Finance  Law  34  of  1900  was  in  full  eflect.  By  that 
law  BccountB  and  rating  were  simplified  by  oonsolidsting  the 
Poor  Funds,  the  Sanitary  Fund,  the  General  Porposes  Fund 
and  the  Surplns  Fund  of  &e  pariBhes  into  a  tingle  Oeneral  Fund 
for  each  pairiBh,  and  the  sereral  rates  into  a  General  Rate,  and 
the  expenditure  of  parochial  funds  was  made  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Governor  on  detailed  eatimatea  framed  in  the 
■ame  manner  as  the  G^etal  Estimates. 

13S1I  B  4 
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Rim  of  Pariih  R'ltes. 

82.  In  18b6-1887,  the  first  year  of  the  exiBtenoe  vi  parochial 
Boards  under  their  present  constitution,  ths  arerage  of  the  total 
rates  for  all  purposes  in  Kingston  and  the  thirteen  country 
parishes  was  Xs.  10(2.  in  tlie  pound  of  assessed  value  of  houses, 
the  Poor  Rate  avera^in^  1;.  IXd.  For  the  eight  Mouths,  1900- 
1901  when  the  consolidation  of  rates  and  extended  control  came 
into  force,  the  rates  in  the  same  parishes  averaged  2s.  t^d., 
showing  an  average  increase  of  42  per  cent,  in  the  rate  of  the 
House  Tax  during  the  period.  The  average  amouiit  of  the 
Poor  Bate  (included  in  this)  had  increased  to  la.  \\\d.,  a  rise 
of  slightly  over  23  pe"  cent.  I  may  ohserve  that  the  rates  for 
the  current  year  1902-1903  show  a  decreased  average,  viz., 
2s.  Q\d.,  which  there  is  reason  to  hope  may  indicate  a  turning 
of  the  tide. 

83.  In  connection  with  the  comments  I  made  in  paragraph 
18  on  the  subject  of  the  yield  of  the  Holdings  Tax  the  following 
observations  may  'je  of  interest. 

84.  In  the  year  1886-1887  the  average  of  the  House  Tax  for 
all  purposes  was,  as  stated,  Is.  10(2. 

In  that  year  the  tax  for  the  year  was  collected  on  77,269 
houses  and  yielded  altogether  i!55,428. 

85.  Tea  years  later,  in  1896-1897,  the  average  rate  was  2f.  ^d. 
It  was  collected  for  the  year  on  66,313  houses,  and  arrears  were 
collected  on  6,532,  yielding  altogether  £54,898.  In  the  follow- 
ing year,  1897-1898,  the  collection  of  House  Tax  touched  its 
lowest  level,  a  rate  averaging  2s.  &d.  was  collected  on  58,664 
houses  and  with  arrears  collected  on  9,187  yielded  only  £52,886. 

86.  In,  1899-1900,  a  rate  averaging  2s.  &\d.  was  collected  from 
56,372  houses,  the  lowest  number  recorded  as  paying  their  dues 
within  any  year,  but  arrears  were  paid  on  13,362,  and  the  total 
yield  wad  £61,726. 

Improvement  in    Collection    1900  1901. 

87.  In  the  eight  months'  period  of  1900-1901,  the  current  rate 
of  2s.  ^\d.  was  collected  from  55,745  houses,  and  arrears  from 
12,944,  that  is  to  say  very  nearly  as  many  receipts  were  given  as 
in  the  previous  12  months,  and  ibe  total  yield  was  £52,996. 

88.  In  1901-1902  a  rate  aveiagisg  the  same  amount  was 
collected  within  the  year  on  64,346  houses,  and  arrears  on  17,312 
houses,  yielding  altogether  £62,858.  The  total  number  of  re- 
ceipts given  for  House  Tax  was  no  less  than  81,658,  being  higher 
than  in  any  year  Muce  1895-1896,  when  it  was  82,547. 

89.  The  conrae  of  these  collections,  like  that  of  the  collections 
of  Holding  Tax  shows  conspicuously  a  great  increase  in  energy 
and  efficiency  of  collection  during  the  last  two  years.     1  shaH 
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TetuFD  presently .  to  the  bearing  of  theae  figures  od  questioDa'of 
the  incidci-ce  of  taxation  which  have  occupied  much  attention! 
during  late  years.  . 

90.  In  any  criticiEm  of  parochial  finance  with  regard  to  the 
increase  of  rates  to  which  I  have  called  attention  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that,  so  far  as  the  Poor  Rate  ia  concerned,  the  parochial 
expenditure  haa  been  swelled,  beyond  the  poHsibiiity  of  control, 
by  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  pauper  lunatics, 
which  in  1886-1887  was  £4,9T1,  and  1901-1902  £12,333. 

Parochial  Road  Funds. 

91.  The  Boiid  Funds  of  the  parishes  are  dependent  upon  the 
Eoad  Tas,  levied  on  wheels  and  stock  used  on  the  roads,  and  the 
Property  Tax  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made.  In 
certein  parishes,  notably  St.  Mary's  Parish,  where  the  soil  is 
Tery  unfaTourable  for  road  making  and  road  maintenance,  but 
Tery  iavoarable  for  the  growth  of  bananas,  the  great  recent 
increase  of  traffic  has  rendered  the  local  road  funds  inadequate 
for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  parochial  roads,  and  proposals 
have  been  made  for  an  increase  of  the  local  Road  Taxes. 

(D.)  DiBECT  Taxation. 
An  Mvei'iurniHg   Question, 

92.  A  seemingly  disproportionate  amount  of  discussion  and 
complaint,  both  verbal  and  in  the  Press,  of  official  correspondence 
and  of  unrecognised  labour  by  public  servants,  continually  arises 
about  the  subject  of  the  petty  direct  taxation  on  houses  and  lands 
in  this  Island  for  local  or  general  purposes.  It  seems  dis- 
proportionate because,  although  in  some  cases  the  sums  involved 
are  no  doubt  considerable  in  pioportion  to  the  immediate  means 
of  those  liable,  the  whole  amount  of  these  direct  taxes  is  but  a 
small  fraction  of  the  taxation  which  is  paid  without  complaint 
and  collected  with  no  corresponding  trouble  and  friction.  I 
have  mentioned  that  last  year  when  the  Property  Taxes  for 
general  revenue  had  been  increased  by  50  per  cent.,  they  were 
only  T  per  cent.,  say  one- fourteenth  part  of  the  whole  tax 
revenue ;  but  there  was  certainly  far  more  than  fourteen  times 
as  much  fuss  made  about  them  as  about  the  whole  of  the  rest. 
The  parochial  House  and  Property  Taxes  during  the  six  years 
following  the  imposition  of  the  Holdings  Tax  averaged  nearly 
three  times  the  amounts  of  the  Quit  Bents  and  Holdings  Tax 
together.  Since  1896,  when  the  Education  Tax  was  added  for 
General  Bevenue,  the  parochial  taxes  on  property  have  averaged 
about  twice  the  amount  of  those  for  General  Revenue.  Th© 
parochial  taxes  form,  therefore,  the  heaviest  part  of  the  burden 
of  direct  taxation  on  property,  and,  consisting  as  they  do  almost 
entirely  of  the  House  Tax,  it  is  they  that  are  the  principal 
tonrce  of  complaint  and  difficnlty. 
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93.  I  append  oertain  tables  (Tables  IV.,  Y.  and  YI.)  iUus- 
tntive  of  i^e  kiatoiy  of  this  class  of  taxation  in  Jamaica  dnrinif 
re<;ent  years.  The  amounts  involved  may  not  appear  consider- 
able, but  the  matters  they  cover  balk  very  large  in  our  local 
politics  and  greatly  afFect  the  t«mper  of  our  community. 

94.  Table  IV.  gives  an  abstract  of  the  returns  from  direct 
taxation  in  houses  and  lands  since  188G. 

Table  Y.,  a  summary  of  the  returns  from  the  Holdings  Tax 
only  since  its  enactment,  showing  the  number  of  holdings  on 
vbich  the  tax  was  collected  for  each  year,  and  the  arrears. 

Table  YI.  shows  the  tetal  yield  of  the  House  Tax  for  all 
purposes,  the  number  of  houses  paid  on,  and  the  average  per 
house  paid  in  each  year  on  the  houses  that  did  pay. 

95.  I  make  the  f  oUowing  observations  on  these  returns ;  they 
are  open  to  qualifications  and  exceptions,  but  I  believe  them 
on  the  whole  to  be  true. 

96.  Tbe  average  Jamaican  peasant-householder,  although,  ^e 
cannot  be  said  te  be  indigent,  and  is  not  on  the  whole  politically 
averse  to  paying  his  taxes,  bnt  rather  the  contrary,  Ands  great 
difficulty,  partly  external  and  economic,  partly  characteristic 
and  temperamcntel,  in  getting  together  the  money  to  pay  them 
when  due.  Wben  pressed  to  do  so,  he  is  more  sorry  for  himself, 
and  complains  more  loudly,  than  the  representatives  of  his  class, 
far  worse  off,  in  most  other  countries. 

97.  Moreover,  in  Jamaica  as  elsewhere,  the  tax-gatherer  is 
traditionally  regarded  as  a  cmel  and  extortionate  person,  and  as 
it  is  not  possible  to  employ  men  of  very  exalted  character  or 
intelligence  as  bailiffs  or  runners  when  legal  process  has  to 
be  resorted  to,  there  are  no  doubt  occasionally  cases  of  hardship 
in  connection  with  levies  for  taxes.  These  aire  made  a  great 
deal  of,  and  quite  reasonably  so ;  but  in  general  great  care  and 
consideration  are  exercised  hy  the  Collector-G-eneral's  Depart- 
ment in  their  proceedings. 

98.  Thirdly,  the  class  to  which  the  peasant-proprietor  has 
chiefly  to  look  for  sympathy  and  advice  is  that  of  the  Ministers 
of  religion  of  all  denominations ;  and  though  these  no  doubt,  as 
a  rule,  encourage  him  to  recognise  his  duties  of  citizenship, 
still  they  are  themselves  in  direct  competition  with  the  tax- 
gatherer  for  bis  contributions,  by  which  their  ministrations  are 
chiefly  supported,  the  r^ular  fee  for  church  membership  being 
threepence  weekly.  It  would  not  be  human  nature  that  when 
they  find  the  householder  is  behindhand  with  his  Church  Dues 
^ey  should  not  express  a  somewhat  excessive  sympathy  with 
his  BTJevances  about  the  taxes,  and  should  not  in  the  Press  or 
the  Legislature  make  the  moat  of  his  complaints  of  "  oppression." 
And  as  they  are  the  class  that  next  to  the  Government  chiefly 


,  Google 


JAMAICA,  1901-2.  27 

works  and  speaks  in  beiiall  of  the  inarticulate  peasant  dau,  there 
ia  a  tendency  lot  tke  difficult  of  paying  taxes  to  obtain  an 
exaggerated  public  expression. 

99.  So  muctL,  I  kope,  may  be  stated  without  ofence  or  in- 
justice 

Increased  Taxes. 

100.  In  the  year  1890-1891  there  was  added  to  the  existing 
direct  taxes  the  Holdings  Tax,  and  in  1896-1897  the  Education 
Tax.  These  taxes  (which  for  the  bulk  of  the  taxpayers  are  at 
the  rate  of  2*.  per  holding  and  Zs.  per  house,  respectively)  were 
imposed  with  practically  the  gener^  consent  of  the  population, 
the  former  to  pay  for  a  great  exteasion  of  country  roads,  the 
latter  in  consideration  of  the  abolition  of  fees  in  all  elementary 
schools. 

Dimimshing  Yield. 

101.  In.  each  case,  however,  the  effect  of  the  impoaitioa  of  the 
new  tax  was  to  diminish  the  number  of  persons  who  paid  their 
taz^  due  within  the  year ;  that  is  to  say  that,  although  the 
added  burden  was  small  and  reaeonable,  it  overweighted  the 
means  and  goodwill  of  a  certain  number,  and,  although  the 
total  yield  of  taxation  increased,  it  did  not  (as  Table  lY.  shows) 
increase  by  the  full  aanotint  yielded  by  the  new  tax.  There  was 
a  considerable  loss  on  the  others,  and  arrei^g  began  to  assume 
heavy  proportions. 

Depretted  Times. 

102.  When,  in  addition  to  these  direct  results  (A  the  increase' 
of  taxation  with  which  the  Gollector-Gteneral's  Department  did 
not  find  itself  immediately  able  to  cope,  there  supervened  a 
depression  in  trade  and  industry,  due  to  bad  seasons  and  fall 
in  prices,  the  difficulty  increased,  and  the  taxes  were  in  many 
cases  a  really  oppressive  burden.  But  the  law  provides  that  in 
all  cases  of  genuine  inability  to  pay  the  Parochial  Board  con- 
cerned may  remit  the  taxes  due,  and  this  power  has  at  all  times 
been  freely  exercised. 

Crippling  of  the  Collector   General's  Department. 

103.  In  the  spring  of  1897,  with  the  purpose,  presamably,  of- 
«Secting  economy  in  Ghneral  Expenditure  and  relieving  the 
pressure  of  taxation  upon  their  constituentB  (in  accordance  with 
election  promises)  the  elected  members  of  the  Legislature  adopted 
the  extraordinary  step  of  striking  off  from  the  C^lector-CJenernd's' 
Tote  for  the  year  the  provision  for  the  pay  of  the  "  runners " 
whose  bosinesB  is  to  serve  notices  of  assessment  for  taxes  and 
otberwise  to  earry  out  the  arrangements  prescribed  for  their 
conadaoa. 
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Abolition  of  Surcharge. 

104.  Moreover,  in  1893,  the  penalty  of  "  sarcharge  "  for  faUiag 
to  make  an  ingiviiLg  of  property  taizable  had  been  abolislied. 
This  aurciiarge,  it  must  be  understood,  vas  sot  a  penalty  for 
nou-paymemt  of  taxes,  but  for  not  making  on  ingiving  to  the 
Collector,  whereby  he  is  put  to  the  necefisity  of  sending  out  a 
runner  to  serve  an  assessment.  The  surcharge  was  to  cover 
the  costs  thus  imposed  by  those  who  neglected  their  legal  duty 
upon  their  fellow  citizens  who  did  not  neglect  it.  By  making 
an  ingiving,  whether  the  taxes  were  paid  or  not,  the  surcharge 
could  be  avoided. 

Ihreatened  iTisolveHcy  of  Parochial  Funds. 

105.  The  CoUector-General's  Deptirtment  was  thus  temporarily 
crippled,  and  the  payment  of  direct  taxes  became,  to  a  lai^ 
extent,  a  voluntary  obligation.  The  result  was  an  increase  of 
arrears,  and  of  burdens  upon  those  who  continued  to  pay,  and  a 
condition  of  parochial  finance  which  led  Sir  D.  Barbour  to  form 
the  opinion  that  the  Parochial  Boards  were  insolvent.  The 
General  Bevenue  taxes,  being  fixed,  did  not  increase,  but  the 
Parochial  House  Tax  was  bound  to,  and  did,  go  up. 

Insolvency  Averted. 

106.  Sir  D.  Barbour's  apprehension,  I  am  glad  to  say,  has 
been  proved  mistaken.  The  proper  way  to  relieve  rates  is  not 
•  0  leti'pnch  in  the  machinery  for  levying  thnn  but  in  the 
(•"vpenditHip  which  they  are  levied  to  defray,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  insiBt  rigoroosly  on  their  payment  by  all  who  can  pay 
them. 

Improved  Position. 

107.  This  policy  has  been  followed  out  by  the  Government 
in  l^islartion  and  in  administration  during  the  last  two  years. 
The  provision  for  surcharges  for  not  making  the  ingiving  has 
been  restored  and  facilities  for  the  payment  of  taxes  by  quarterly 
instalments  have  been  given.  The  result  has  been  that  even 
in  a  period  of  continued  depression  the  current  taxes  have  been 
better  collected  and  a  larger  amount  of  arrears  recovered  than 
for  years  previously,  and  this  with  no  proportionate  amount  of 
hardship  to  the  payers.  Complaints  have  been  made,  and  many, 
though  not  deemed  entitled  to  remission,  have  no  doubt  found 
a  difficulty  in  paying,  but  the  great  bulk  of  the  recovery  has 
been  made  from  persons  who  could  well  manage  to  pay  and  who, 
under  the  laxity  of  collection  that  had  been  temporarily  ren- 
dered inevitable,  would  have  evaded  payment  and  thrown  the 
burden  on  their  neighbours. 

The  Parochial  Boards  for  the  most  part  now  recognise 
the  need  for  retrenchment.  The  growth  of  parochial  expendi- 
ture in  proportion  to  the  rateable  values,  has,  1  hope,  been 
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cbficked ;  the  rise  of  the  rates  in  certain  psrisheB  has  reached  a 
taming  point,  the  parochial  exchequer  ia  in  a  Bonnder  position 
than  it  has  been  for  a  long  time,  and  the  improvement  in  coLlec- 
tion,  for  which  the  Collector-GenerarB  Department  deaervea  the 
greatest  credit,  having  effected  it  in  a  year  in  which  it  had  the 
added  burden  thrown  upon  it  of  making  a  valuation  of  all  real 
property  in  the  Island,  cannot  fail,  I  trust,  to  enable  still  further 
reductjon  of  rates  to  be  effected  in  the  next  few  years. 

Need  of  Reform  oj  Direct  Property  Taxei. 
lOS.  At  the  flame  time,  it  appears  unquestionable,  and  the 
Government  has  adoptfid  the  view,  that  the  total  burden  of 
the  present  direct  taxes  on  the  poorest  class  of  property-holders 
is  onerous  and  unfair,  especially  that  of  House  Tax,  houses  alon» 
bearing  practically  the  whole  of  the  local  expenditure  other  than 
that  on  roads.  A  readjustment  is  needed,  not  only  on  grounds 
of  equity,  but,  becamse  as  mati«r  of  practice  it  is  better  to  have 
a  low  t^  that  can  he  collected  upon  the  poorest  class  than  a  tax 
that  must  either  be  remitted  or  collected  at  the  cost  of  un- 
questionable hairdship  to  the  taxpayers  and  excessive  expense 
to  the  Ctovenunent. 


TRADE,  AGRICULTURE  AND  INDUSTRIES. 
(A.)  Imports  and  Exportb. 

109.  Annexed  is  a  table  (Vll.)  showing  the  values  of  the 
imports  and  exports  in  the  laat  Ave  years  aa  assessed  by  the 
Castoms  Department 

Increase  of  Exports. 

110.  The  value  of  the  Island  inoduce  and  manufactures  ex- 
ported during  the  twelve  months  of  1901-1902  wae  assessed  at 
jei,823,684,  an  inorease  of  £35,161,  or  about  5  per  cent  on  the 
amount  of  last  year's  returns.  British  and  foreign  products 
and  manufactures  to  the  value  of  ^8,727  and  £76,731  in  coin 
or  bullion  were  also  exported,  making  a  total  of  £1,939,142,  to 
compare  with  last  year's  totad  of  £1,797,076,  a  gross  increase  of 
£142,066. 

Increase  of  Imports, 

111.  The  value  of  all  imports  was  £1,699,526,  an  increase  of 
£46,858  over  last  year's  total,  £1,662,677.  The  imports  included 
£30,135  in  coin  or  bnllion. 
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Export  Trade. 

112.  THe  e^rarts  of  Liland  products  (although  I  feel  l)oand  to 
•ay  that  I  tiiiak  the  values  under  certain  items  are  pro- 
1>ab]y  Bomewhat  over-estimated,  and  in  other  cases  per- 
haps under-estimated)  show  a  substantial  and  satisfactory 
increase  and,  on  the  whole,  a  contiuaous  progress  during  the 
five  years  for  which  the  figures  are  given.  This  year's  total  is 
£165,597,  or  10  per  cent.,  above  the  annual  average  of  the  period, 
£1.658,087. 

Eccest  «/  Exports. 

The  excess  of  the  valua  of  exports  over  imports,  £239,617,  or 
upwards  of  14  per  cent,  was  noticed  last  year  and  commented 
on  as  follows  in  last  year's  Blue  Book  Report  :~- 

"  The  explanation  of  this  course  of  trade  is  probably  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  investments  of  borrowed  capital  in 
railway  extensions  and  other  public  works  and  private  under- 
takings has  come  to  an  end,  whilst  increased  debt  charges  on  the 
borrowings,  public  and  private,  of  recent  years  have  now  to 
be  paid  for  by  the  excess  of  the  exports.  Whilst  the  free 
expenditure  of  borrowed  mon^  was  proceeding,  the  distribution 
of  wages  both  etimulaited  the  importations  of  foreign  commodi- 
ties and  withdrew  industry  from  the  production  of  exportable 
goods.  Under  this  influence  and  that  of  current  low  prices, 
flugar  cultivation  fell  oS,-  and  much  of  the  established 
coffee  cultdvation  wae  neglected.  The  taxation  necessary  to 
pey  for  increased  debt  charges  has  now  consequently  to  be 
levied  on  partially  diminished  resources,  and  the  foreign  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  community  bears  a  less  proportion  to  it« 
exports  than  formerly." 


Heavy  Remittances  (Foreign  Profits). 
113.  I  mi^  add  that  the  Colonial  Gtovemment  alone  has  to 
remit  more  than  £200,000  a  year  to  England  for  debt  charges, 
flhipping  and  telegraph  subsidies  and  other  public  expenditure. 
A  considerable  amount  of  the  value  of  the  fruit  exports  must 
remain  in  the  United  States  as  profits  of  the  United  Fruit  Com- 
pany, and  the  claims  of  other  creditors  and  investors  may  well 
bo  presumed  sufficient  to  account  for  the  badance  of  this  excess, 
which  I  shall  expect  to  prove  to  be  normal  so  long  as  we  do  not 
resume  the  borrowing  of  large  amounts  of  capital  &om  abroad  for 
expenditure  in  the  Island. 

Principal  Staplet  of  Export. 

Table  Till,  gives  particulars  of  the  exports  this  year  and 
last  of  the  ten  leading  products  of  the  Island.  It  will  be 
observed  that  bananas  head  the  list,  with  a  value  of  £835,288, 
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nearly  46  per  cent  of  the  total  value  ol  e^wrts  for  llie  year. 
By  adding  tlie  value  of  other  freBh  frnit,  viz. :  — 

£ 

OrangoB      102,780 

Grapefruit  7,671 

Limes         441 

Mangoes     726 

Pineapples  2,361 

we  get  a  total  of  £939,167  as  tte  value  of  perishable  fruit  ex- 
ported— ^more  than  half  the  total. 

Banana    Trade  (Trade  with  Knyland  hy  Direct  Line). 

114.  The  banana  trade  showed  an  improvement  oi  one-third 
in  amount  and  value.  The  number  of  stems  exported  rose  from 
eight  and  a  quarter  millions  to  eleven  millions.  This  improve- 
ment was  to  be  expected  having  rega::d  to  the  great  increaae  in 
the  area  planted  during  the  last  few  years,  and  would  have  been 
realised  earlier  but  for  the  disastrous  storm  of  October,  1899. 
Cold  weather  and  continuous  heavy  raiaa  in  the  autumn  of  1901 
also  somewhat  retarded  the  maturing  of  the  spring  fruit  of 
1903  and  impaired  its  size,  but  on  the  whole  the  year  1901-1902 
has  been  a  good  and  profitable  year  for  the  banana  industry.  In 
Sir  A.  Hemming's  Eeport  on  Uie  Blue  Book  of  last  year  the 
irstitution  of  the  Direct  Imperial  Line  of  Steamers  waa  referred 
to  as  a  good  augury  for  the  fruit  trade.  These  steamers  be^an 
their  service  in  February,  1901,  beinir  under  contract  to  carry 
20,000  bunches  of  bananas  to  England  every  fortnight.  The 
following  statement  shows  the  total  amounts  and  values  of  fresh 
fruit  carried  to  England  by  this  line  during  the  12  months  of 
1901-1902.  Th»  similar  exports  by  the  Boyal  Mail  Line  are 
shown  for  comparison:  — 


Direct  Line. 

Bojsl  Mail. 

Qnsntity. 

TiJne. 

Quantity. 

Talne. 

B&nauas,  bunches... 
Orange.,  No. 
Fioes,  doien 

Fruit,  otber  kinds... 

643,H46 

5,6I(i,fi50 

5,733 

1,525 

£      ».    d. 

48,288    9    0 
7,2;i4    2    0 
1,14C  17    B 
331     1    8 
2,013  la    8 

9,401 

2,794,075 

1,214 

346 

£     ,.    d 

605     1    6 

3,632    6    0 

242  13    8 

108    8    4 
935     1     1 

Total 

59,074  10    0 

- 

5,624    0    7 

So  far  as  the  actual  addition  made  to  the  volume  of  the  fruit 
trade  is  concerned,  the  effect  of  this  experiment  might  not  appear 
considerable.    The  quantity  of  bananas  carried  is  less  than  one 
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quurter  of  the  mere  increase  in  the  export  of  tliat  staple  for  the 
year,  and  had  the  fruit  not  been  sent  to  England  it  would  ' 
doubtless  have  g^ne,  though  possibly  at  some  loas  of  price,  to 
the  United  States.  Imgortant  results  have,  however,  been 
achieved,  in  regard  to  the  development  and  prospects  of  the 
fruit  growing  industry.  It  has  been  proved  that  bananas  can 
be  carried  to  England  in  a  marketable  condition.  It  has  been 
proved  that  a  large  demand  for  them  may  be  expected  at  a 
paying  price,  and  an  iodependent  company  has  been  formed  to 
run,  withotit  a  subsidy,  a  second  fortnightly  service  for  the 
purchase  of  from  30,000  to  40,000  bunches  each  trip.  It  is 
recognised  by  all  concerned  that  if  such  ventures  are  to  be 
successful  the  volume  of  the  trade  must  be  multiplied  by  a  large 
factor,  and  those  who  harve  invested  large  capital  in  the  enter- 
prise are  well  qualified  and  determined  to  effect  this.  As  yet, 
however,  the  value  of  the  fruit  exported  to  England  is  little 
more  than  6  per  cent,  of  the  total.  Tor  the  sale  of  the  balance 
we  have  still  to  rely  entirely  on  the  American  market. 

Experiment  hi/  the  Royal  Mail  S.  JP.    Company. 

115,  A  very  regrettable  check  to  the  enterprise  of  the  Royal 
Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  in  connection  with  the  promotion 
of  the  fruit  trade  occurred  during  the  yeair.  This  Company  had 
allowed  one  of  their  vessels,  the  "  Fara,"  to  be  fitted  with  a  large 
compartment  for  the  transport  of  fruit  under  the  safeguard  of 
what  wsA  known  as  the  Lawton  process,  whereby  the  maturing 
of  fruit  was  to  bo  suspended  by  the  exhaustion  of  oxygen  from 
the  chamber.  Mr.  Lawton,  ^e  inventor  of  the*  process,  in 
concert  with  the  United  Fruit  Company,  prepared  ai  shipment 
of  bananas  for  transport  to  England,  but  on  the  second  day  of  the 
Toyage  an  explosion  occurred  in  the  fruit  hold,  Mr.  Lawton  and 

.  two  of  his  assistants  were  killed,  and  the  experiment  was  sum- 
marily concluded. 

Orange   Trade. 

116.  The  quantity  and  value  of  the  oranges  exported  showed 
j&  decline.     This  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  altogether  to  he  regretted. 

The  orange  trade  has  still  to  be  put  on  a  proper  basis,  and  it 
appears  that  only  the  discipline  of  failure  will  teach  some 
Jamaica  shippers  how  alone  this  can  be  done.  In  the  years 
1899  and  1900,  when  great  quantities  were  shipped,  much  harm 
was  done  to  the  reputation  of  Jamaica  oranges  by  wholesale  con- 
eignments  of  undersized  and  immature  fruit  and  of  other  stuS 
rendered  worthless  by  careless  picking  and  bad  packing.  The 
trade  can,  I  believe,  by  careful  handling  be  made  more  valuable 
to  the  Island  than  it  has  ever  yet  been,  bet  this  can  be  effected 
only  by  repairing  and  fostering  the  good  name  of  Jamaica  fruit 
in  ihe  markets  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Pro- 
posals for  a  bill  to  confatil  the  qualify  of  exported  fruit  have 
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been  {ormolated  by  a  oommittee  of  the  Agricaltural  Society 
repreuntatiTe  d  Uie  orange  trade,  but  the  proposale  bave  not  alto- 
gether oommended  tbemselyes  to  some  of  the  principal  shippers. 
A  steadily  increasing  quantity  of  fine  oranges  rcE  selected  varieties' 
is  now  coming  into  the  market  from  planted  groves,  the  produce 
{ma  which,  even  if  not  in  all  cases  superior  to  the  native  "  wild  "' 
fruit,  is  less  liable  to  be  injured  in  picking  and  can  be  packed 
to  greater  advantage.  The  export  of  grape-fruit,  which  shows, 
little  recent  advance  in  value,  may  be  expected  to  increase  before 
long  in  like  manner- 

Dependence  mi  Fruil  Precarivnu. 

117.  However  acceptable  may  be  the  development  of  the  fruit 
trade  it  caooot  be  regarded  as  quite  satisfactory  that  the  Island 
ehonld  only  have  been  saved  from  a  decline  in  the  value  of  ita 
exports  by  the  increase  in  the  production  of  bananae,  the  most 
perishable  and  precarious  of  its  staples.  The  increase  iu  th& 
value  of  this  export  appears  at  £206,652,  and  I  think  that  it  is 
probably  over-estimated  1^  the  rating  of  \».  6<£.  a  stem  adopted 
by  the  CoUector  of  Customs.  This  rate,  however,  is  the  same  as 
that  followed  in  the  statistics  of  the  last  two  previous  years,  and 
as  there  has  not  been  any  fall  may  fairly  serve  for  comparison. 
The  price  of  the  full-sized  bunch  (nine  hands  and  upwards)  ait. 
the  shipping  place  ranges  from  \s.  to  2s.  6d.  according  to  season, 
and  is  highest  at  the  busiest  time.  But  the  bunches  are  by  Qo 
means  all  of  them^  full-sized,  and  four  eight-hand  bunches 
ar«  paid  for  as  three,  four  seven-hand  bunches  as  two  full-sized 
bunches.  Unless,  therefore,  the  proportion  of  fuU-sizpd  bunches 
is  high,  it  seems  doubtful  whether  the  average  price  for  the 
whole  year  would  prove  to  have  been  as  high  as  Is.  Qd.  per  stem 
exported. 

118.  The  only  other  exports  that  are  credited  with  substantial 
increase  in  value  are  cocoamuts  (£20,473),  cocoa  (£18,43G),  log' 
wood  (£6,176),  and  fustic  (£7,637). 

Ciieoannis  luid   (.'inva. 

119.  Improved  prices  and  demand  for  cocoanuts  increased  the 
quantity  exported  by  30  per  cent  in  total  amount,  and  in  value 
by  nearly  50  per  cent.  The  quamtity  of  cocoa  exported  rose  by 
no  leas  than  70  per  cent.,  notwithstanding  a  fall  in  price  of  from 
IOj.  to  lbs.  per  cwt.,  and  realised  30  per  cent,  more  in  total 
amount.  This  increase  is  among  the  most  satisfactory  features 
in  the  year's  economy.  It  may  be  taken  to  indicate  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  young  cocoa  has  been  planted  among 
bananas  as  a  permanent  crop  and  otherwise,  and  is  beginning 
to  come  into  beairing.  The  cocoa  crop  of  the  Island  is,  however, 
as  yet  insignificant  in  importance  compared  with  what  it  might, 
should,  and  I  hope  shortly  will  be.     Great  attention  has  been 
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■paid  by  tbe  Agricultural  Department  to  the  encouragement  of 
tbiii  cultiTation. 


Jjtigwood  (Course  of  Trade  in  Ijogtoood.) 

120.  The  export  of  logwood  shows  an  increase  of  20'S  per 
«ent.  in  quantity  and  a  little  over  6  per  cent,  in  value.  Price 
was  lower,  but  it  still  pays  those  who  have  I<^wood  on  their 
properties  to  cut  and  ship.  Upwards  of  5,000  tone  were  con- 
sumed in  this  Island  by  th«  'West  India  Chemical  Works,  which 
-exported  logwood  extract  valued  ait  £26,145.  The  following 
statistics  furnished  to  me  by  Mr,  C.  E.  De  Mercado,  of  Kingston, 
of  the  arrivals  of  Jamaica  logwood  and  roots  at  the  ports  of 
Hamburg,  Havre,  and  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  years 
1897  to  1901  are  of  interest.  The  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom, 
it  will  be  noticed,  haa  fallen  from  11,589  tons  in  1897  to  l,7fi5 
ions  in  1901:  — 


— 

11)01. 

1900. 

1899. 

1896. 

1897. 

Ton.. 

Tons 

Tons. 

Roots    :::        :;: 

."iOO 

180 

170 

200 

600 

660 

1260 

900 

1,800 

3.100 

Imporia  into  Havre— 

Straiijht 

4,786 

4,095 

6,875 

2,846 

4,560 

Boots        

1,796 

3,990 

4,646 

2  820 

3,605 

Importa  into  TTnited  Kirg- 

Straight  and  Roots 

1,7(15 

733 

1,476 

4,988 

11,589 

121.  The  place  of  Jamaica  wood  and  roots  has  been  largely 
taken  by  Haitian  roots.  Formerly  these  roots  used  not  to  be 
dug  in  Haiti,  but  of  recent  years  they  have  been  dug  there 
largely.  Moreover,  the  high  rate  of  exchange  that  has  been 
ruling  in  Haiti  has  enabled  the  exporters  of  the  wood  to  accept 
comparatively  low  prices  in  gold,  thus  keeping  down  the  price 
of  Jamaica  wood. 

123.  The  comparaitive  survival  of  the  Havre  trade  will  be 
noticed.  This  is  probably  due,  in  part  at  least,  to  the  protective 
shipping  policy  of  the  French  Government.  The  effect  of  their 
tu/r-taaie  ^mitrepSt  is  io  draw  consignments  direct  to  Havre  lor 
orders. 

Fustic. 
123.  There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  price  and  demand 
for  fustic  during  the  pest  year,  which  still  continues.  I  haive 
been  informed  Uiat  tlus  has  been  due  to  the  brisk  market  for 
khaki  dye-stnfls,  and  especially  to  changes  in  the  uniform  in 
ihe  OeriDan  Army. 
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Cogee.  , 

124.  The  quantity  of  coffee  e:q)orted  increased  by  17,219  cwt., 

or  more  tlisn  20  per  cent,  but  the  value  fell  from  ;£X57,4S4  to 

£162,091,  or  3*4  per  cent.     The  IslaEcd  crop  was  abundant,  but 

the  return  diaappointdiLg. 

The  enormous  crops  produced  in  the  Braeila  have  kept  the 
price  very  low.  In  the  autumn  of  1901,  on  its  being  reported 
that  there  would  be  a  smaller  crop  there,  the  prices  showed 
a  considerable  improvement,  equal,  in  Jamaica  ordinary  sorts, 
to  from  6f.  to  Is.  per  cwt.,  but  later  came  information  that  there 
would  not  be  such  a  falling;  off  in  the  Brazil  crop  as  had  been 
anticipated,  and  that  even  if  there  were  the  accumulated  stocks 
would  be  sufficient  to  keep  prices  down,  and  the  markets  again 
receded. 

Low  Price  due  to  Bad  Curiiiij. 

12B.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  howevwr,  that  the  principal 
falling  off  has  been  in  the  ordinary  sorts  which  are  roughly 
cured  by  drying  the  cherry  in  its  double  skin  and  removing 
this  by  pounding  in  a  mortar,  and  that  the  washed  kinds,  whilst 
much  lower  than  they  were  in  former  years,  obtain  much  better 
prices  in  comparison.  Despite  the  low  prices,  if  in  those  dis- 
tricts where  the  coffee  is  not  pulped  and  washed  the  settlers 
who  grow  the  bulk  of  our  ordinary  coffee  were  to  combine,  as  they 
have  done  in  some  instances,  to  obtain  pulping  machines  and 
hulling  mills  and  to  cure  their  coffee  properly,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  export  value  of  our  coffee  would  be  increased 
by  about  25  per  •cent.  Indeed,  this  is  a  moderate  estimate. 
I>uring  the  fluctuations  of  the  last  two  years  the  prices  of 
these  better  cured  coffees  have  kept  comparatively  steady,  al- 
though, of  course,  steady  at  lower  prices  than  formerly.  Another 
circumntance  which  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr. 
De  Mercado  is  that  whilst  at  times  it  has  been  almost  impossible 
to  sell  the  ordinary  grades  of  Jamaica  coffee,  the  grades  of 
Jamaica  washed  coffee  have  invariably  met  with  a  ready  sale. 

Unfortunately,  the  lack  of  water  in  Manchester  and  other 
limestone  coffee  districts  renders  the  proper  washing  of  coffee 
a  matter  of  difficulty  for  a  population  who  will  not  be  persuaded 
to  build  tanks  even  for  their  domestic  supply. 

Bum. 
126.  The  export  of  mm  increased  by  17,605  gallons,  but 
decreased  in  value  by  £27,818,  owing  to  a  fall  in  prices.  The 
companion  export,  sugar,  shows  similar  ill-fortune.  The  crop 
was  good,  the  export  increased  by  26,663  cwt.,  but  the  value  fell 
by  £29,237. 

Siufar,  Great  FaU  in  Price. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  prices  of  sugar  have  ranged 

extremely  low,  there  being  a  fall  as  between  the  first  month 
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at  the  financial  year,  rix.,  April,  1901,  and  the  last  month  of 
the  financial  year,  March,  19U2,  of  £2  10*.  per  ton.  Compormg 
the  fint  quarter  of  the  year  1901-1902  with  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  1900-1901,  we  find  that  there  has  been  a  drop  in 
price  of  aboat  £1  It.  Gd.  per  ton.  Comparing  the  second 
quarters  of  these  yean,  there  is  also  a  mailed  falling  ofE  in 
die  comparative  average  values,  probably  amounting  to  £2  per 
ton.  The  third  aoarter  of  1900-1901  showed  a  difference  in 
valne  of  abont  £2  bt.  per  ton,  and  the  last  quarter  a  difference 
in  value  of  about  £3  &(.  per  ton. 

127.  The  netting  value  in  the  Island  on  the  Slst  March,  1900, 
of  muBcavado  testing  89°  wae  £10  5«.  per  ton ;  its  netting  value 
on  the  3l6t  March,  1901,  was  £8  per  ton,  and  on  the  31st  March, 
1902,  £5  I7i.,  a  drop  of  43  per  cent  in  two  years. 

I'rerirtmu  itate  of  the  ftngar  Iiiiluttry. 

128.  These  are  conditions  tinder  which  it  is  impossible  for  any 
but  a  few  sugar  estates  to  pay  their  way.  The  future  of  the 
industry  depends  on  the  results  of  the  abolition  of  bounties 
under  the  Brussels  International  Sugar  Convention  of  this  year, 
which  are  still  uncertain.  It  is  doubtful  how  many  estates  can 
hold  out  until  those  results  are  established. 

Pimento. 

129.  The  exports  of  pimento  fell  off  by  about  28  per  cent  in 
amount  and  value,  the  decline  in  value  being  £31,314.  The 
crop  of  the  year  1901  which  would  in  ordinaiy  conditions  govern 
the  statistics  of  the  year  1901-1902  was  some  30,000  bags 
smaller  than  the  previous  crop,  but  for  the  reason  that  it  came 
after  two  very  large  crops  its  shortness  did  not  improve  prices. 
It  would  appear,  however,  that  during  the  past  few  years  the 
growers  have  obtained  better  prices  for  pimento  than  they 
usually  realised  hitherto.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
consumption  of  the  article  is  somewhat  on  the  increase,  and 
Jamaica  commands  the  supply. 

Ghitjer. 

130.  The  decline  in  the  quantify  amd  value  of  ginger  spears 
to  be  due  to  decreased  production  of  recent  years,  though  the 
prices  of  the  year  showed  a  slight  improvement. 

Honey  ifc. 

131.  Honey  and  beeswax  are  products  which  promise  well 
and  are  increasingly  popular  with  enterprising  managers  of 
small  properties  in  the  Island.  It  is  regrettable  that  an  increase 
in  the  export  of  honey  gave  no  increase  in  value.  Intelligent 
attention  is  being  given  to  this  industry,  and  the  recent  forma- 
tion of  a  strong  Beekeepers'  Association  will  probably  do  much 
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to   maintain  Gie   staadard   of   qoality   and   the   reputation   of 
Jamaica  produce,  npon  which  the  atabiHty  of  prices  vill  depend. 


132.  The  export  of  Aunatto  fell  in  qnanti^  1^  ahont  80 
per  cent,  and  in  value  from  £5,800  to  £1,643.  This  was  owing' 
to  the  cornering  of  the  entire  market  by  an  American  trust. 


Jfelatice  Imjiortance  of  Prhmpal  Mrports. 

133.  The  following  etatemeat  ehowe  the  relative  proportions 
of  the  chief  exports  of  Island  produce  during  the  last  five 
years: — 


— 

1897-98. 

1898-99. 

1899-1900 

11*00-01. 

1901-02. 

Suaar 

8-3 

9-8 

lO-ft 

9-5 

7-0 

Enm 

6-3 

fi-1 

7-a 

«-8 

6-4 

Coffee 

11-4 

iri-5 

7-8 

91 

7-8 

DyewoodB       

8-9 

8-8 

4-8 

6-2 

6-2 

Frnit 

42-8 

41-4 

■45-0 

45-2 

61-6 

3-6 

8-3 

9-7 

6-4 

4-0 

Minor  prodncts 

18-7 

15-1 

U-7 

14-8 

17-0 

Imii'irls. 

134.  Analysis  of  the  imports  into  the  three  classes  prescribed 
for  the  Board  of  Trade  returns  shows  that 

In  Class  1,  food,  drink,  and  narcotics,  there  is  a  decrease 

this  year  of  £24,269. 
In  Class  2,  raiw  materials,  an  increase  of  £10,472,  and 
In  Class  3,  manufactured  articles,  an  increase  of  £61,395. 

135.  The  shrinkage  in  Class  1  is  appore-ttly  due,  as  has  been 
above  suggested,  to  increased  consumption  of  Island  produce, 
the  price  of  some  imported  foodstufis  hsmng  advanced,  whilst 
seasons  were  favourable  and  local  supplies  abundant  and  cheap. 
The  increase  in  raw  materials  and  manufactured  articles  indicates 
an  advance  in  general  purshuaing  power  and  demand  for  com- 
modities,  especisilly  wearing  apparel  and  other  <4oft  goods,  which 
increased  by  £52,0T4.  The  importations  of  wheaten  flour  (a 
commodity  which  here  stands  on  the  boundary  line  between 
necessity  and  luxury)  increased  by  9,103  barrels  in  quantity  and 
£8,192  in  value. 

Destination  and  Sonrcen  of  Exportu  and  Imports. 

136.  There  wan  a  considerable  increase  (661  head)  in  the 
importaition  of  sheep  (which  might  havei  been  bred  in  the 
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Idaiid).  The  subjoined  tables  show  the  proportioos  in  which 
the  exports  and  imports  of  the  year  were  divided  between  their 
seveiral  destinationB  and  sources :  — 


1897-98. 

1898-99  1899-1900  1900-01. 

1901-02. 

United  Kingdom 

United  States        

CiMda       

Other  ooumries     

22-0 
14-:i 

20-6 
f.9-1 
1-4 

18'9 

19-2 
63-6 
10 
15-6 

lH-8 
63'8 
1'8 
156 

21-1 
6SG 
1-6 
11-7 

Sim'ey  of  Imports. 

1897-98 'l898-99. 

1899-1900 

1900-01 

1901-02. 

United  Kingdom 

[.'nited  States        

Canada       

Other  countries     

47-2 

43-0 

2-7 

44-7 
46-1 
7-1 
3-1 

47-2 
43-U 
7-1 
2-7 

45-4 
43-0 
8-4 
8-2 

46-8 
43-3 

7-0 
2-9 

British  Trade. 

137.  A  small  increase  in  the  perceuta^  of  both  branches  of 
trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  is  obeervable.  This  is  attri- 
butable, no  doubt,  to  the  improved  facilitids  afforded  by  the 
new  Direct  Line  and  to  the  purchases  of  fruit  for  conveyance 
hy  it.  The  increase  in  imports  was  entirely  in  manufactured 
goods,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  6B  per  cent, 
(value  £642,994).  Of  raw  materials,  85'1  per  cent,  came  from 
the  United  States  and  only  13'1  per  cent,  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  whereas  in  the  two  preceding  years  the  proportions 
were  as  below :  — 


— 

1899-1900, 

1900-01. 

United  Kingdom          

United  States 

Peroent. 
.'i3-2 
638 

3'0 

Percent. 
20-3 

75-8 
3-9 

Ooal  Trade. 

138.  The  supply  of  coal  is  passing  to  the  United  States  owing 
to  difference*  both  in  freight  and  cost  The  eupeiiority  of 
English  steam  coal  is  not  sufficiently  pronounced  to  countervail 
this  tendency.  Welsh  coal  has  beui  recently  im.ported  for  the 
Government  railway,  but  the  results  have  been  unsatisfactory 
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and  the  experimeDt  lias  proved  too  costly  to  be  repeated,  aa 
long  as  American  coal  remaioa  at  its  nonnal  price. 

(B.)  Shupisg. 
htcrease  of  Trade. 

139.  The  retunu  oi  «hippiiig  ior  the  year  show  242  sailing- 
vesselB  reported,  against  281  in  1900-1901,  a  decrease  of  39  in 
numbers  and  6,109  in  tonnage. 

In  steam  Tessela  an  increase  is  shown,  from  756  to  928,  172 
in  nnmbera  and  136,337  in  tonnage. 

106  more  steamers  entered  at  Fort  Antonio,  76  more  at 
Kingston  and  10  lees  at  the  other  porta  of  the  Island. 

Nationality  of  Tonnagt. 

140.  The  number  of  British  steamshipB  reported  was  15  leas, 
and  the  decrease  in  Britiah  tonnage  11,636,  notwithstanding  the 
accession  of  the  Imperial  Direct  Line.  There  was  an  increase  oi 
187  in  entries  of  foreign  steamers,  distributed  as  below :  — 


American 
Caban 
German    . . . 
Norwegian 
ItuBsian    . . . 


27 
12 
66 
72 
20 


During  the  year  105  steamers  arrived  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
as  against  81  in  the  previons  year,  an  increase  of  24 ;  whilst  89 
cleared  for  tiie  United  Kingdom  against  61,  an  increase  of  28. 
The  increase  was  dne  to  the  regular  fortnightly  running  of  the 
steamers  of  the  Imperial  Direct  Line,  which  began  in  Febniary,. 
1901. 

141.  From  the  United  States  634  vesaela  entered,  agsduBt  46S 
in  the  previous  year,  611  cleared  for  the  United  States  against 
488,  increases  of  166  and  123,  reapectively,  corresponding  with 
the  advance  in  the  fruit  frade  with  the  United  Statea. 


Causes  itffeiiiiii/  StUionulilij  and  Destinatiim  of  Tonnage. 

142.  The  decrease  in  Britiah  and  increase  in  American  tonni^e 
ia  mainly  due  to  the  transfer  to  the  Hamburg  American  Company 
of  the  ateamers  of  the  Atlas  Line,  formerly  under  the  British 
flag,  trading  between  New  York,  Kingston,  and  Central  America. 
It  may  be  pointed  out  that  there  is  a  continuous  tendency  for 
laland  produce  destined  for  Europe  to  be  shipped  direct  to 
Havre  or  Hamburg,  instead  of  as  formerly  by  way  of  London. 
Even  where  goods  ore  not  sold  direct  to  foreign  countries  a 
gradually  increasing  proporticoi  is  being  sent  to  Havre  for 
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orders,  in  consequence  of  tlie  French  sTirtax  on  Colonial  prodnce 
coming  into  France  b;  way  of  any  foreign  port.  If  a  mercliant 
sends  his  goods  to  London  and  the  market  there  is  not  favour- 
able he  iB  unable  to  ship  it  to  France,  but  if  it  is  shipped  first 
to  Havre  he  has  a  better  opening  for  the  French  market,  and 
can,  if  this  is  unfavourable,  ship  thence  to  London  or  elsewhere. 
In  illustration  of  the  results  of  these  conditions  it  may  be  noted 
that  in  addition  to  the  steamers  of  the  Hamburg-American  Line 
which  sail  to  Havre  once  a  month  from  Kingston,  the  Royal 
Hail  Company  have  found  it  advisable,  besides  their  regular 
English-bound  steamers,  to  put  on  a  monthly  steeoner  wbich 
goes  direct  to  Havre  first  and  thence  to  London. 

(C.)  Lasu  (JK•^^fl■s,  SuRVKvs  AND  Cb.^wn  Lands. 

143.  The  Surveyor-General  reports  that  268  lineal  miles  of 
survey  work  have  been  done  in  the  year,  divided  into  148  miles 
of  forfeited  lands  and  laying  out  of  roads,  and  110  miles  on 
account  of  sales  of  lands.  Several  surveys  of  some  importance 
have  been  undertaken,  among  them  that  of  the  Accompong 
Maroon  lands  in  St.  Elizabeth  and  Point  Hill  in  St.  Catherine. 
In  the  case  of  the  Maroon  lands  the  lines  had  been  run  30  years 
ago,  but  the  Maroons  bad  cut  down  all  the  mark-trees,  and  when 
remouBtrated  with  for  trespassing  on  surrounding  lands  be- 
longing to  G-overnment  declared  that  they  did  not  know  the  lines. 
It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  re-run  and  mark  the  lines. 
There  was  much  opposition  from  the  Maroons  to  the  work, 
culminating  at  last  in  a  disturbance.  "With  police  aid,  however, 
the  running  of  the  lines  was  completed. 

GranU  of  Land  to  Settlers. 

144.  The  sale  of  land  to  small  settlers  continues  to  progress. 
During  the  year  347  applications  were  received  for  2,516  acres, 
and  373  lots,  aggregating  3,157' acres,  were  surveyed  and  allotted 
to  the  applicants.  From  let  January,  1897,  to  Slat  March,  1902, 
a  total  of  1,827  applications  have  been  received  covering  16,735 
acres,  of  which  1,479  applications  Eave  been  satisfied,  covering 
16,184  acres.  The  total  amount  paid  to  31st  March  by  small 
settlers  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  land  is  £6,339  16*.  Out  of 
the  16,735  acres  that  have  been  allotted,  only  323  acres  have 
reverted  to  the  Crown  through  failure  of  the  purchasers  to  pay 
their  instalments,  and  of  these,  167  acres  hare  been  re-sold  to 
fresh  purchasers  ;  the  net  forfeitures  for  non-payment  of  instal- 
ments during  the  past  five  years  are,  therefore,  only  156  acre^ 
or  less  than  I  per  cent,  of  the  lands  allotted.  These  facts  show 
thai  this  method  of  selling  land  to  purchasers  is  much  more 
suitable  to  the  character  of  the  general  population  than  the  rental 
of  small  predial  tenancies.  The  experience  of  the  Deparbnent 
indicates  that  it  would  he  well  to  do  away  with  the  renting  of 
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land  altogettiet  and  to  substitute  purchase  in  fee  simple,  Uie 
ipvircliasei  money  being-  payable  1^  instalmeuta.  Tliere  is  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  to  get  the  purchaaers  to  pay  their  inatalments, 
most  of  them  delaying  payment  to  the  point  of  forfeiture,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  many  tenants  do  not  pay  at  all,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  recover  the  rent  in  any  way. 

Improvements  of  LaniU  'Jranted  {Hood  Questiim). 

145.  Reports  that  have  been  received  from  the  several  bailiffs 
and  observations  by  the  surveyors  show  that  progress  is  being 
made  in  the  cultivation  and  settlement  of  the  lands  purchased ; 
some  of  the  lands  that  were  sold  five  years  ago  have  undergone 
great  improvement  in  the  building  of  houses  and  of  cultivation. 
On  other  lands,  again,  little  or  notJiing  has  been  done.  On  all 
sides,  however,  it  is  represented  that  if  roads  were  provided  more 
would  be  done.  These  demands  are  receiving  attention,  and 
facilities  of  access  will  be  improved  as  circumstances  warrant. 
Owing,  however,  both  to  the  necessity  for  economy  in  expendi- 
ture and  also  to  certain  conclusions  of  policy  arrived  at  by  the 
Governor  in  Privy  Council,  some  check  has  been  put  on  the 
alienation  of  Crown  Lands  in  remote  districts  and  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  to  approach  them.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
mileage  of  roads  already  open  in  the  Island  is  very  large  as 
compared  with  the  area  alienated  from  the  Crown  and  caltiTated. 
Including  railways  and  main  and  parochial  roads  there  are 
open  to  ^affic  in  the  Island  6,640  miles  of  road,  and  as  there 
are  1,967,684  acres  alienated  and  tax  paid  according  to  the 
Collector-General's  returns,  this  gives  an  average  of  one  mile 
of  road  to  each  300  acres  of  alienated  land.  But  of  this,  no  less 
than  1,273,106  acres  is  in  wood  and  ruinate,  mostly  uselessly 
and  nnproductively  held,  and  contributing  very  little  to  the 
exportable  produce  of  the  Island.  Of  the  alienated  acreage, 
694,&80  acres  are  returned  as  in  cultivation  and  pasture,  and  this 
gives  an  average  of  105  acres  to  each  mile  of  road.  Omitting 
the  pasture,  the  land  in  cultivation  is  returned  at  only  177,664 
acres,  which  gives  the  surprisingly  low  average  of  only  27  acres 
of  cultivation  to  each  mile  of  road.  These  figures  show  that 
too  large  an  area  is  unproductively  held  in  proportion  to  the 
mileage  of  roads  open,  a  fact  that  is  obvious  to  anyone  who 
travels  in  the  Island.  The  low  taxation  on  land  that  has  hitherto 
ruled,  and  the  readiness  with  which  grants  of  land  were  made, 
by  the  Crown  in  pact  years  on  condition  of  payment  of  only  one 
penny  per  acre  quit  rent  has  been  a  direct  inducement  to  the 
population  to  spread  itself  over  the  land  nnproductively.  The 
result  hae  been  that  the  more  land  that  was  taken  up  in  past 

J'eare  the  more  roads  have  had  to  be  made  to  give  access  to  sucK 
amd,  until  at  last  in  some  parishes  tie  funds  available  for  main- 
tenance of  roads  are  quite  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  mucli 
of  tlie  land  already  taken  up  is  held  so  unproductively  that  it 
can  yield  little  more  in  taxation  to  maintain  them.    The  produc- 


,  Google 


42  COLONIAL   BEPOBT8— ANNIJAL. 

tion,  therefore,  from  the  small  area  of  cultivated  land  ia  boi- 
dened  with  losintaiaiag  means  of  access  to  lands  unproductiTdl; 
lield. 

146.  Concentration  would  remedy  this,  and  concentration  could 
bo  accomplislied  by  utilizing  tbe  areas  alreac^  secured  by  roads 
and  nnproductively  beld  for  the  settlement  d  the  population 
before  opening  up  fresh  areas  and  making  more  roads. 

147.  The  policy  has  accordingly  been  adopted  of  completing 
means  of  access  to  Crown  lands  ^ready  alienated,  to  which  roads 
have  been  promised,  before  making  roads  elsewhere,  and  hence- 
forward not  to  open  Crown  lands  to  settlement  in  remote  and 
inaccessible  districts  so  long  as  there  are  unalienated  Crown  lands 
fit  for  settlement  to  which  special  roads  have  already  been  made 
or  promised  or  which  are  already  accessible  from  old  public  roads. 
The  propensity  of  settlers  to  flock  to  new  lands  is  hound  up 
with  the  wasteful  and  disastrous  traditional  methods  of  crop- 
growing  which  it  is  one  of  the  moat  pressing  interests  of  the 
Government  to  supersede  by  intelligent  agriculture.  The  new 
districts  are  sought  because  there  is  old  woodland  to  bum,  and 
when  their  fertility  is  exhausted  their  occupiers  are  worse  off 
because  further  from  centres  of  civilisation,  education  and  em- 
ployment than  they  would  be  if  they  bad  taken  up  lands  in  old 
setUed  districts  and  cultivated  them  in  a  proper  and  permanent 


Lands  Forfeited. 

148.  Lands  to  th»  extent  of  7,347  acres  have  been  forfeited  to 
the  Crown  for  non-payment  of  taxes  during  the  paat  year,  and 
12S,000  acres  have  been  forfeited  since  1894.  This  forfeiture  of 
land  is  undoubtedly  the  most  important  and  complicated  work  of 
the  Lands  Department,  and  gives  the  greatest  amount  of  trouble 
and  takes  up  the  most  time.  To  appreciate  the  position,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  up  to  about  1820,  nearly  ^e  whole  Island 
had  been  granted  out  l^  Patent  from  the  Crown  subject  only  to 
payment  of  one  penny  per  acre  per  annum  quit  rent.  On  the  de- 
cline in  the  prosperity  of  the  Island  numbers  of  owners  went  away 
or  died,  or  abandoned  or  sold  their  lands,  and  in  process  of  time 
numerous  small  holders  got  into  possesion  either  by  purchase  or 
by  squatting,  sometimes  paying  quit  rents  on  portions  of  lands 
they  were  in  possession  of  and  sometimes  not  paying  at  all. 
On  much  of  the  lands  that  have  been  forfeited,  or  are  being  for- 
feited, or  are  to  be  forfeited  to  the  Ct^vth,  there  are  numbers  of 
these  small  holders,  each  one  claiming  and  occupying  two  or 
three  times  as  much  land  as  he  pays  taxes  on  and  in  many  cases 
not  paying  taxes  at  all.'  The  claims  are  so  complicated,  and 
the  possession  so  irrcguliir,  that  much  care  and  patience  must  be 
taken  in  deiding  with  these  cases.  Iforeover,  to  effectively 
settle  these  cases,  careful  surveys  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
define  the  limits  of  the  land  tax -paid  and  belonging  to  holders, 
and  the  lands  not  paid  on  and  forteiiable  to  the  Grown.    'Without 
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aarrey  work,  to  actasUy  mark  off  on  the  trroimd  the  lands 
vested  ia.  the  Grown,  iorfeiture  procoedinga  would  be  aa  utter 
waste  of  time  and  mere  paper  work.  A  vei;  troublesome  case 
in  point  was  dealt  with  in  Point  Hill  in  St.  Catherine  in  the  year 
just  closed.  This  is  a  property  of  1,100  acres,  of  which  only 
500  acres  was  tax-paid.  Yet  the  whole  1,100  acres  was  in  pos- 
session  of  different  parties  and  only  a  aurrey  could  discloae  the 
limits  of  the  lands  tax-paid  and  non-taz-paid,  and  considerable 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  work  and  much  care  and 
patience  expended  in  it. 

149.  Much  has  been  done  in  the  past  few  years  in  this  direction 
of  defining  the  limits  of  forfeited  lands,  but  a  great  deal  more 
remaiuB  to  be  done  which  can  only  be  accomplished  by  steady 
Survey  work  for  years  to  come.  It  will  undoubtedly  pay  well  in 
the  end  as  aU  thesd  lands  will,  in  time  to  come,  as  the  population 
increases,  be  a  valuable  asset  of  the  Government.  To  allow 
these  lands  to  remain  as  they  are  would  be  bad  both  for  the 
lands  and  the  people  occupying  tiiem. 

Leases. 
l&O.  During  the  psist  year  58  leases  have  been  effected  at  a 
rental  of  £447.  The  most  important  leasee  are  those  of  the 
right  to  cut  c^tain  marketable  woods  on  the  Healthshire  lands 
and  Portland  Ridge.  Most  of  the  other  leases  are  of  lands  at 
Admiral's  Pen,  near  Kingston,  where  quite  a  small  township  is 
now  springing  ap,  several  neat  cottages  having  been  erected 
by  the  lessees.  At  this  place  and  the  Korth-West  of  Kingston, 
there  are  nearly  300  leases  of  town  lots  from  the  Government. 
As  to  the  predial  tenants  holding  small  parcels  of  Isnd  in  yearly 
tenancies  subject  to  three  months'  notice,  there  are  about  1,500 
of  these  owing  an  average  rent  of  12j.  per  acre  per  annum.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  they  should  have  paid  about  £900  of 
rent.  Less,  however,  than  £600  was  collected.  It  was  found 
impossible  to  collect  the  rest  in  epite  of  the  issue  of  some  200  levy 
wammts.  In  many  cases  it  is  impossible  to  collect  the  rent 
in  any  way.  No  rent  is  paid  and  tiere  is  nothing  to  levy  on. 
The  renting  of  land  to  small  yearly  tenants  is  in  every  way 
most  unsatisfactory. 

Expenditure  and  ReceipU. 

151.  The  total  expenditure  of  the  Department  was 
£3,337  I6i.  2^.,  including  £737  19«.  3<2.  spent  in  construction 
of  roads  to  Grown  lands. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  from  sales  and  rents  were 
£3,183  19j.  4<f. 

(D.I   MlVES,  MANUrACTURBS  AHD  FiSHRBIES. 
No  Mines, 

152.  It  has  been  customary  io  include  in  the  Annual  Beports 
on  the  Blue  Book  a  section  reporting  on  mines,  maaofactares 
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and  fisheries.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  Jamaica  is  not  a 
mining  or  manufactnringf  countiy  and  does  not  supply  the 
demand  of  its  own  consumers  of  fish.  Such  factories  as  exist 
are  occupied  for  the  most  part  with  the  preparation  in  bulk 
of  aigricultural  products  for  export,  sugar,  rum,  coffee,  cocoa, 
logwood  extract,  leather,  cigars  and  cigarettes,  and  a  little 
cocoanut  oil. 

i'ujfac  Factories. 

153.  The  principal  manufacturing  industry,  that  of  sugar 
and  rum  has  long  been  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  European 
bounty  system,  which  haa  practically  excluded  Jamaican  sugar 
from  the  British  market.  The  countervailing  duties  im.posed 
by  the  United  States  of  America  have,  however,  preeerved  that 
market  to  oar  exporters.  I  have  commented  above  on  the 
enormous  drop  in  price  that  has  occuired  during  the  last  two 
years  in  consequence  of  fiscal  efforts  of  European  beet  growers 
to  make  the  most  of  the  bounty  system  whilst  it  should  last. 
Notwithstanding  this  discouragement,  the  remaining  sugar 
estates  of  Jamaica  have  held  their  own  with  remarkable  deter- 
mination and  enterprise.  They  have  the  advantages  of  soils 
and  seasons  very  favourable  to  the  growth  of  the  cane ;  so  much 
so,  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  West  Indies  where  sugar  cane 
can  be  grown  at  a  less  expense  than  in  parts  of  Jamaica.  They 
have  also  the  advantage  of  a  good  name  and  price  for  their  rums, 
and  they  convert  a  larger  proportion  of  the  total  yield  of  their 
canes  into  rum  and  less  into  sugar  than  is  the  rule  on  the  estates 
of  other  West  Indian  Colonies.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
improvement  of  late  in  the  machinery  of  sugar  works,  and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  sudden  and  crippling  fall  in  prices  there 
would  have  been  considerably  more,  whil?  the  acreage  returned 
as  in  cultivation  in  sugar  cane  increased  from  25,616  acres  in 
1900-1901  to  26,635  in  1901-1902. 

Rum  Surtax. 

164.  The  long-standing  grievance  of  "West  Indian  producers 
of  rum  in  regard  to  the  surtax  of  fourpence  per  gallon  (in  excess 
of  the  Internal  Excise  Duty)  imposed  on  spirits  imported  into 
the  United  Kindom  has  during  the  year  been  receiving  the 
attention  of  the  Imperial  Government.  The  West  Indian  Royal 
Commissioners  of  1897,  in  the  course  of  their  report  on  the 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  sugar  industry  expressed  their 
opinion  that  this  surtax  was  an  anomalous  and  unfair  protective 
import  duty  and  a  grievance  to  the  West  Indian  rum  distillers, 
for  which  a  remedy  or  compensation  should  be  sought.  I  have 
mentioned  that  His  Majesty's  Government,  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
taining the  conditions  by  which  any  attempt  in  this  direction 
must  proceed  have  in  the  course  of  tlus  spring  deputed  Mr.  John 
Steele,  C.B.,  late  of  the  British  Inland  Revenue  Department,  to 
visit  the  Wert  Indies  and  examine  the  methods  and  proeeBSOS 
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of  rum-difltill&iy  and  tlie  cliaracter  of  the  exciae  restrictioiiB 
eBtabliflhed  in  these  Islands.  Mr.  Steele's  report  will  be  awaited 
with  interest,  not  only  in  connection  with  the  fiscal  controverey 
out  of  which  the  mission  arose,  but  also  as  a  commentary  on  the 
methods  of  distilleries  in  this  Island. 

Rum  DhtiUajhn. 

155.  In  this  connection  I  think  it  of  interest  to  quote  the 
following  obeervatioas  from  a  report  addressed  to  the  Oovemment 
hj  Mr.  U.  H.  Cousins,  the  Government  Analytical  and  Agri- 
cultural Chemist. 

"  So  long  as  a  puncheon  of  Jamaica  rum  exceeds,  equals,  or 
even  approximates  in  value  to  a  ton  of  sugar,  individual  estates 
in  Jamaica  would  be  quite  justified  in  adhering  to  their  own 
manufactures  rather  than  grow  canes  for  a  central  factory.  Im- 
proved milling  and  good  etill-house  management  should  keep 
the  present  type  of  sugar  estate  in  a  sound  position  industrially. 

"  The  records  of  still-houses  in  the  Island  show  great  varia- 
tions in.  the  yield  as  well  as  ia  the  quality  of  the  rum  from 
apparently  identical  materials.  I  estimate  from  personal  ob- 
servations that  an  increased  yield  of  fully  twenty-five  per  cent, 
should  be  reasonably  expected  from  intelligent  and  accurate 
control  of  the  preliminary  fermentation  in  the  manufacture  of 
common  and  medium  quality  rums.  Mr.  H.  and  otjiers  who 
have  to  do  exclusively  with  the  flavoured  rums  for  the  Crerman 
market  state  that  enormous  sums  are  annually  lost  through 
defective  still-house  management  in  this  branch  of  the  industry. 

"  Although  essentially  an  empirical  process  there  is  no  reason- 
able doubt  that  chemical  and  n^cological  control  could  establish 
certain  crucial  data  for  securing  reasonable  certainty  and 
uniformity  in  the  manufacture  of  '  G-ermam '  mm.  Should  the 
flavoured  rum  industry  succunLb  to  the  insidious  competition 
of  the  German  Compound-ether-specialist,  the  only  hope  for 
Trelawny  would  be  a  revival  of  high-class  drinking  rums  and 
an  organised  campaign  to  protect  the  trade  mark  '  Jamaica  rum ' 
in  the  home  market." 

166.  In  correspondence  arirang  out  of  the  report  of  the 
Gijvemment  chemist  from  which  the  foregoing  extracts  are 
taken,  I  have  recommended  that  a  chemist  specially  qualified 
and  experienced  in  the  study  of  fermentation  should  be  engaged 
by  this  Govemmeut  to  aaaist  in  the  study  and  improvement  of 
local  processes  of  mm  manufacture. 

f-ommereial  Agency. 

167.  Proposals  have  also  been  submitted  to  yon  with  a  view 
to  the  appointment  of  a  special  agency  to  protect  the  commercial 
interest*  of  the  Island  in  ihf  manner  suggested. 
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(E.)  AOBICULTCUE  AND  AgKI CULTURAL  SeBVICKS. 
Sugar  Industry. 
158.  The  gTowiog  of  Bogar  cane,  witii  its  attendant  industriea 
ttl  stock-keepiiLg  and  eetate  maintenance,  and  ite  Bubaidiaiy 
indnstiiea  ot  cattle  and  mule  breeding  is  the  most  important 
and  developed  branch  of  agriculture  subsisting  in  the  Island. 
Though  the  value  of  fruit  ezporfed  now  far  exceeds  thirt  of  sugar 
and  ram,  the  agriculture  of  the  fruit  industry  and  of  the  balk 
of  the  small  cultivation  of  other  exports  is  elementary,  un- 
developed, or  indeed  positively  retrogressive.  The  decay  and 
extinction  of  the  sugar  industry  in  -certain  districts  ha«  bo 
impaired  all  conceptions  of  agriculture,  that  the  community  has 
an  immense  task  before  it  to  establish  and  re-create  the  ixi  in 
regard  to  the  products  thait  must  take  the  place  of  sugar  and  rum 
if  oar  exports  are  to  be  steadily  maintained. 

OU  Ayrk-ulture. 

169.  The  old  agriculture  of  the  Island  may  be  said  to  have 
consisted  of — 

(1.)  The  ^priculture  of  the  sugar  industry,  with  the  largely 
subsidiary  industry  of  pen-keeping. 

(2.)  The  agriculture  of  the  coffee  industry  and 

(3.)  The  agriculture  of  the  provision  ground. 
Meet  of  the  land-owners  had  also  sources  of  income  in  their 
crops  of  pimento,  logwood,  or  oranges,  but  these  were  all  wild 
pioducts,  and  the  pimento  and  orange  trees  suffer  rather  thau 
profit  from  such  operations  as  are  performed  on  them  under 
traditional  methods. 

160.  The  agriculture  of  the  coffee  industry  may  be  distin- 
goiahed  in  to  that  of  the  large  high-mountain  and  other  estates, 
manufacturing  high-priced  coffee,  and  that  of  the  small  land- 
owners, producing  low-priced  "eettlera'  coffee." 

Coffee. 

161.  Coffee  generally  has  suffered  heivily  from  low  prices 
and  many  estates  have  gone  out  of  cultivation,  but  the  decline 
of  the  settlers'  coffee  production  has  been  the  most  serious  loss 
to  the  peasantry.  Their  agriculture  was  never  what  it  might 
have  been  and  has  been  in  gieneral  deteriorating  for  many  years 
past,  and  their  curing  processes  were  always  primitive.  The  fall 
of  prices  has  discouraged  them  from  maintaining  such  agri- 
culture as  they  had,  and  very  many  have  ceased  to  attempt  to 
cure  their  coffee  in  even  their  old  unsatisfactory  method.  I 
have  already  referred  to  this  state  of  things  in  dealing  with 
the  coffee  export. 

Provision  Grounds  {Firf-Stirk  Cultivation  ). 

162.  The  agricultore  of  the  provision  ground  is  an  art  deve- 
loped by  the  n^roes  in  slavery  time  and  brought  within  the 
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limita  of  its  principles  to  a  high  level  of  auccesetul  result.  But 
its  principles  are  destructiTe  and  disastious,  being  based  upon 
the  talisman  of  the  fire  stick.  Moreover,  it  has  always  suffered 
from  the  blight  of  the  inevitable  "  pnedial  larceny."  It  de- 
mands new  ground,  with  forest  growth  to  burn  on  it,  remote 
from  the  haunts  of  pilferers.  When  the  fertility  of  the  accumu- 
lations hi  humus  and  the  stimulus  of  the  ashes  of  burnt  bush 
are  exhausted  (in  two  or  three  yeara)  new  ground  has  to  be 
sought, 

163.  There  was  and  could  be  no  stock-keeping  in  this  system 
<d  cultivation.  The  provision  grounds  were  remote  from  the 
house,  hence  stock  could  not  be  watched.  The  land  therefore 
got  no  manure  and  the  children  of  the  labourer  no  milk.  The 
lotmdation  and  type  ol  the  system  was  the  slaves'  provision 
ground  on  the  back  land  or  "  mountain  "  of  the  estate  where  he 
lived  and  worked. 

164.  Jamaica  is  an  Island  where  the  evils  of  hunger  and  cold 
are  seldom  if  ever  pressing.  Even  in  towns  no  one,  except  poor 
respectable  white  and  coloured  people,  starve,  if  anyone  in 
the  country  is  ashamed  to  beg,  he  is  not  probably  ashamed 
to  steal,  and  food  can  always  be  stolen.  A  tolerably  comfortable 
commouit;  might  conceivably  be  maintained  here  with  very 
little  foreign  trade.  Money  prices  and  wages  could  be  nominal, 
and  the  clergy  and  professional  classes  would  have  to  be  paid 
(in  kind  and  in  services.  But  if  the  population  is  to  have 
clothes  and  hardware,  education,  police,  law  oourt^,  and  a 
public  medical  service  it  must  not  only  be  able  to  turn  some  of 
its  products  into  money,  but  it  must  import  commodities,  and 
therefore,  as  its  needs  of  this  character  increase,  it  must  maintain 
and  increase  its  exports.  When  sugar  was  failing,  Jamaica 
had  fortunately  a  stand-by  in  logwood,  pimento  and  oranges,  , 
it  Also  bad  its  cofFee,  and  certain  minor  pntducts  such  as  ginger 
And  anoatto.  The  great  substitute  for  the  si'gar  export,  that  of 
bananas,  has  only  developed  largely  in  a  few  parishes.  The 
banana  could  no  more  take  the  plaije  of  sugar  in  certain  districts 
than  sugar  could  regain  its  former  position.  There  is 
only*  a  small  proportion  of  the  Island  whose  soil  and 
climsrte  promise  it  a  permanent  future.  There  is  only  a 
small  proportion  in  which  even  central  sugar  factories  could 
maintain  ^e  sugar  industry.  The  agriculture  of  the  batisna,  at 
first  experimental,  has  had  to  be  discovered,  and  is  !itill  being 
developed  in  large  estates.  Some  capital  is  required,  and  the 
more  we  adopt  benanas  as  ai  permanent  staple  crop  the  more 
will  a  proper  system  of  agriculture  needing  capital  be  recognised 
as  essential.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  planting  of  bananas,  com- 
bined with  that  of  cocoa  and  with  attention  to  other  staples 
hitherto  classed  as  "  minor  products  "  offers  an  opening  for  the 
development  of  a  claas  of  small  farmers  with  moderate  capital 
but  operating  in  a  larger  and  more  intelligent  method  than  the 

"  small  settlers,"  that  neither  sugar  planting  nor  pen-keeping 
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afforded.  Ca&e  farming  as  a  source  of  supply  to  ceatral  factories 
may  possibly  in  the  future  afford  another  opening  to  agricul- 
turists of  this  class. 


AgricultukaIv  Departmexts  and  Isstitctions. 
Jamaica  Affricttltural  Society. 

165.  The  government  and  the  Jamaica  Agricultural  Society, 
an  invaluable  organisation  founded  in  1896  largely  through  the 
influence  of  Ch)vernor  Sir  Henry  Blake,  have  during  recent 
years  been  working  in  many  directionB  to  promote  the  evolution 
of  the  agriculture  essenti:^  to  the  changed  conditions  of  the 
Island.  The  amount  of  orgaaiEation  effected  has  been  very 
oonaiderable,  and  although  little  effect  on  the  wealth  of  the 
country  could  be  expected  to  have  been  produced  within  the 
period,  some  results  are  beginning  to  be  noticeable. 

166.  The  Agricultural  Society  consists  of  the  socie^  proper 
with  a  large  representative  Board  of  Management,  sub-corn- 
mittaes  for  special  purposes  and  a  number  of  affiliated  branch 
societies  in  Afferent  districts.  The  society  receives  an  annual 
grant  from  CheneraH  B^venue  which  has  recently  been  at  the 
rate  of  £1,200.  It  publishes  a  moat  useful  and  practical  monthly 
journal  which  reaches  every  member  of  the  society  uid  its 
branches.  On  the  public  establishment  of  the  Island  there  are 
four  Departments  concerned  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  agricalture,  the  Department  of  Fublic 
Gardens  and  Plantations,  the  Department  of  the  Island  and 
Agricultural  Chemist,  the  Education  Department,  and  the  Im- 
perial Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  West  Indies,  which 
furnishes  an  Agricultural  Lecturer  subordinate  to  the  Commis- 
lioner'of  the  Depairtment  (Dr.  D.  Morris,  C.M.O.)  whose  office  is 
at  Barbados. 

Board  of  Agrimlture. 

167.  The  work  of  these  four  agencies  in  agricultural  matters 
is  co-ordinated  and  controlled  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  of 
which,  as  Colonial  Secretary,  I  have  had  the  honour  from  its 
establiehment  to  be  Chairman.  The  Board  includes,  ex  officio, 
the  Imperial  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  for  the  West  Indies, 
who,  however,  can  but  rarely  take  part  in  the  proceedings,  the 
Director  of  Public  Gardens  and  Plantations  and  the  Qoverment 
Analytical  and  Agricoltural  Chemist,  together  with  four  members 
nominated  by  the  Governor  (including  the  Archbishop  of  the 
West  Indies,  who  is  Chairman  of  the  Jamaica  Schools  Com- 
mission), and  two  appointed  hj  him  on  the  nomination  of  the 
Agricultural  Society. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  is  the  Lecturer  in  Agriculture  of 
the  Imperial  Department.  There  is  thus  close  co-operation  and 
adjustment  of  effort  between  the  different  public  departments 
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eoncera^.  Bad  the  co-operatioa  witt  the  AoriiiQltur&I  Society 
19  Btrengthened  by  the  Director  of  Public  Gardem  being  the 
Depnty-Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Management  of  that  society 
and  Chairman  of  all  its  epecial  oonunittees.  AU  the  members  of 
the  Board  df  Agriculture,  moreover,  are  aa  it  happens  also 
members  of  the  Board  of  Management  of  the  society.  This 
compound  organieation  attadia  the  task  of  maintaining  by 
scientific  development  the  old  staple  agricultural  and  pastoral 
industries  of  the  Island,  introducing  new  industries  and  revolu- 
tioaising  the  small  agriculture  of  the  peasantry. 


tVnrk  of  Erptrimtnt  Station  (Sttgar  Citltiration). 

168.  To  assist  tite  sugar  industry  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
through  the  committee  of  its  experiment  station  at  Hope  Gardens, 
which  also  BuperriseB  experimental  work  on  estates  throughout 
the  Island,  arranges  and  has  conducted  in  the  past  year  field 
trials  of  fertilisers  amd  methods  of  cultivation  of  sugar  cane, 
soil  analyses  and  surveys,  comparative  field  trials  oi  seedling 
varietal  canes  and  the  raising  of  new  canea  from  seed.  It  ia 
hoped,  aa  I  have  already  explained,  that  it  may  be  able  ae  thr 
result  of  observations  made  last  year  also  to  render  valuable 
assistance  to  the  distillery  branch  of  the  same  industry. 

Oiher  Crops. 

169.  In  the  same  direction  of  Afllort  manurial  expbrimeufs 
ware  Conducted  on  estates  with  bananas,  pines,  coffee  and 
tobacco.  Xlie  general  plans  and  management  of  these  experi- 
ments vere  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  laboratory ;  the  plots 
#ere  visited  and  supervised  by  the  Agricultural  Instructor  of 
the  Govenimeat  in  the  course  of  his  lecturing  tours.  About 
18  tons  ci  artificial-  manures  vere  obtained  and  distributed  by 
the  Chemists'  Department  at  a  cost  of  from  £2  to  £4  per  ton  loss 
than  that  quoted  by  a  locaJ  firm  for  mixed  fertilisers. 

170.  The  Agricultural  Society  has  always  devoted  special 
attention  to  the  maintenance  and  improvement  hy  importations 
of  the  quality  of  stock  iA  the  Island,  espeeiaUy  of  horse  kind, 
pigs,  goats,  ducks  and  poultry.  It  has  continuously  endeavoured 
to  promote  and  to  assist  to  success  the  local  Agricultural  Shows 
<rf  branch  societies,  at  which  the  exhibition  for  prizes  of  minor 
products  is  always  a  leaiEng  feature.  The  society  daring  the 
year  under  review  has  employed  two  agricultural  instrttctors, 
one  in  Manchester  and  ope  in  St.  Ann,  especially  with  d  view  of 
reviving  tte  settlers'  coffee  industry  in  ftose  mstricts;  Wt  also 
in  furtherance  of  the  more  general  purpose  I  hsive  referred 
to  of  FBVoluiionising  tie  peasant  agricultiire  of  the  Island. 
Theae  instructors  are  directly  superintended  fey  ffie  Director  of 
Public  Gardens  ind^,  Plantations.  The  Cfoveminerit  has  also 
(under  tEe  Board  of  Agriculture)  one  agricultural  inatmctor 
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who  gives  lectores,  or  mtlier  practical  demonstraiionB,  in  all 
parte  of  the  Island,  and  a  second  officer  (the  Superintendent  of 
Castleton  Gardens),  part  of  whose  time  has  now  been  assigned  to 
this  same  kind  of  work. 


Agricuhural  RcBolutioii  Aimed  at. 

i7X.  The  revolution  of  small  agriculture  that  is  aimed  at 
involves  the  abandonment  of  fire^stick  cultivation,  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  nomadic  renting  and  devastation  of  new  ground, 
tiie  attaching  of  cultivation  to  the  house  spot  or  accessible 
centres,  where  the  children  of  the  household  can  both  learn 
how  to  make  themselves  useful  and  do  so,  the  fencing  of  grounds, 
the  respect  for  ownership,  the  keeping,  folding,  penning  and 
stabling  of  stock  both  as  a  source  of  food  and  profit  and  for 
manure,  the  proper  cultivation  and  pruning  of  coffee,  cocoa, 
oranges  and  similar  peimanent  crops,  and  the  proper  picking, 
curing  and  preparing  them  so  as  to  fetch  better  prices  thau 
they  do  now;  the  demonstration  that  with  proper  care 
ground  provisions  can  be  grown  as  well  in  the  settlement  and 
at  the  homestead  as  on  new  ground  in  the  mountains  and  at 
much  less  cost  of  labour  and  time. 

Prizes  fur   HoUlings. 

172.  In  order  to  promote  this  revolution  the  Agricultural 
Society,  through  its  local  instructors  co-operating  with  the 
Qovemmeut  Agricultural  lustr'ictor,  has  offered  prizes  for  com- 
petition in  selected  districts  to  be  awarded  (under  three,  classes) 
to  the  beet  settlers'  holdings,  regard  being  had  to  the  quali^ 
and  appearance  of  the  house,  the  cultivation,  and  the.  etock. 
This  competition  has  aroused  great  interest  in  the  'districts 
affected  and  has  been  successful  beyond  expectation. 


Edueaiiiinul  Methods  {Trairiint/  of  Teachers). 

173.  In  pursuance  of  the  same  purpose,  the  new  Education 
Code  provides,  as  reported  last  year,  for  agricultural  instruc- 
tion in  elementajy  schools.  To  qualify  the  elementary  school 
teachers  to  give  such  instruction  is  the  chief  duty  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Lecturer  of  the  Imperial  Department,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  who  gives  courses  of  lectures  at  the 
Training  Colleges  and  occasionally  to  teachers  at  various  centres 
about  the  country.  Unfortunately,  at  present,  the  Inspectors  of 
Schools  have  no  special  knowledge  of  the  subject  and  cannot 
give  as  much  guidance  as  is  desirable  to  the  teachers.  The 
third  year  students  at  the  Mico  Training  College  attend  at 
Hope  Gardens  every  Saturday  for  lessons  and  lectures  in  agri- 
culture and  horticulture.  Two  batches  of  elementary  school 
■teachers  received  a  month's  course  of  agricul^aral  training,  both 
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practical  and  theoretical,  one  batch  of  60  at  Hope  Gardens  in 
July  and  another  of  18  at  Bethlehem  in  September.  Those  who 
attended  at  the  former  were  boarded  at  the  Mico  Training 
College  and  supervised  by  the  Superintendent  of  that  Institution. 
A  feature  of  this  course  waa  the  giving  of  a  series  of  aftemooa 
lec^ires  to  the  teachers  by  planters  and  other  qualified  persons 
jm  irrigation,  bee-keeping,  geology,  the  preparation  of  produce, 
botany,  small  stock,  poultry,  water,  grape  vines,  insect  pests, 
the  teaching  of  elementary  science,  and  "  How  to  make  small 
holdings  pay  without  borrowing  capital." 

Apprentices. 
174.  Apprentices  are  attached  to  Hope  Gardens  for  training 
in  agriculture  and  the  handling  of  fruit  trees,  tobacco,  do. 


176.  The  scope  of  the  activities  of  tiie  agricultural  instructor 
and  ita  close  connection  with  that  of  the  agrioultural  societies 
is  indicated  by  his  report  of  his  work  for  the  year.  Lectures 
and  demonstrations  were  given  in  adl  the  parishes  of  the  Island 
except  Portland,  which  had  been  visited  just  before  the  year 
began.  The  suhjects  treated  of  included  cocoa,  cofEee,  citrua 
fruit,  kola,  cocoanut,  Xogvoa^,  grapes,  sugar  cane,  Iwnanas, 
ground  provisions,  vegetables,  tobacco,  ploughing,  forking, 
trenching,  draining,  subsoiling,  manuring,  mulching,  liming, 
budding,  grafting,  propagation  by  cuttings,  circumposition, 
layering,  and  other  methods  of  propagation.  The  instructor 
enquired  into  and  reported  on  diseases  of  logwood,  cocoanuta, 
cocoa,  c(^ee,  and  citrus  plants;  he  assisted  in  arranging  and 
judging  at  nine  Agricultural  Shows  and  in  the  formation  of 
six  new  branch  agricultural  societies.  He  reports  that  his 
lectures  and  demonstrations  were  as  a  rule  well  attended,  the 
best  and  most  intelligent  audiences  being  found  in  districta 
where  the  small  peasant-owner  predominates.  The  increase  in 
Agricultural  shows  and  the  interest  taken  in  them  is  marked 
and  entirely  satisfactory,  but  progress  in  the  quality  of  tha 
exhibits  is  not  so  marked.  Great  progress  has  been  made  wit^ 
the  curing  of  cocoa,  less  (for  want  of  machinery)  with  that  of 
coffee.  With  regard  to  citrus  fruits,  he  is  of  opinion  that  tie 
imported  varieties  are  on  the  whole  no  improvement  on  ihoss 
already  native  to  the  Island.  His  investigations  of  the  cocoanut 
lesult  in  the  distinction  of  at  least  five  well-defined  vorietieB, 
of  which  seeds  have  been  planted  at  Hope  Gardens  with  a 
view  to  aaceitaining  whether  they  hold  their  type  or  vary,  and 
to  improvement  by  selection.  The  grape  industry  offers  promise 
and  diould  be  developed  with  profit  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
tourist  season.  TVith  this  object  vines  will  be  pruned  bo  as 
to  make  them  bear  in  T'ebrnary.  He  has  interesting .  observa- 
tions to  make  of  the  effect  of  the  wet  autumn  on  the  banana 
crop  and  the  need  for  deep  drainage  and  tillage. 
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176.  The  Supflrintendent  of  Caatleton  OardenB  lias  also  done 
oseful  work  in  tlie  districts  accessible  from  the  Gardens. 

Hope  ExperinuHt  Statit»i. 

177.  At  the  Hope  Gardeas  the  work  of  the  experiment  statioa 
presided  over  by  the  Director  of  Public  Gardens  and  Plantations 
in  concert  with  the  Island  chemist,  was  carried  on  under  the 
general  scheme  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  which  ma^ 
be  shortly  summariBed  aa  follows :  — 

I.  To  provide  opportunities  for  the  study  of  the  staple 
crops  of  the  Island,  the  conditions  under  which  they  are 
grown,  the  results  obtained  by  difierent  methods  of  cul- 
tivation,  manuring,  and  by  the  introduction  of  new 
Tarieties,  the  monetary  value  of  such  methods  or  varieties, 
the  diseases  and  pests  attacking  them,  the  methods  of  pre- 
paring the  products  for  the  market,  and  the  management 
of  farm  animals. 

II.  To  give  information  on  all  such  matters  by  publico 
tion  of  lesilets  and  bulletins,  by  instruction  to  boys  in  High 
Schools,  boys  from  Elementary  and  ladustriai  Schools, 
Etpprentices,  students  in  the  Training  Colleges,  elementary 
school  teachers,  and  generally  by  conferences  amongst 
planters  and  pen-keepers. 

178.  At  the  Hope  Experiment  Station  it  was  decided  to  deal 
with  the  following  plants  in  the  manner  indicated :  — 

(a.)  Sugar  Cane. — ^To  grow  12  stools  of  each  variety, 
plamting  in  the  spring  and  again  in  the  autumn  for  the 
purpose  of  having  them  tested  }fy  the  chemist ; 

To  raise  seedlings  from  the  canes  grown  at  Hope,  and 
to  cultivate  for  trial  the  best  varieties  from  elsewhere. 

(b.)  Tobaeeo. — ^To  grow  4  acres  and  to  cure  it. 

(c.)  Coeoa. — ^To  jdant  out  an  acre  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  close  and  wide  planting,  the  value  of  shade, 
pruning,  manures,  and  different  varieties. 

(d.)  Bananas. — ^To  b>rm  a  collection  of  varieties,  to  study 
the  plant  in  its  growth,  and,  if  possible,  to  raise  new 
varieties. 

(e.)  Coffee. — ^To  compare  the  products  of  different  varieties. 

(f.)  Pine-apples. — To  form  a  collection  of  varieties  and  to 
raise  new  Tarieties. 

(g.)  Citnu  Planti. — ^To  form  a  collection  of  various 
stocks. 

(h.)  Nutmeg,     Rviher,     and     other    economic     plants ; 
methods  of  grafting  and  other  problems. 
Oifmt  Fruit    Conference. 

179.  A  conference  of  two  days'  duration  was  held  for  the 
iiscussion  of  the  interests  of  the  citrus  fruit  industry,  resulting 
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in  the  drafting  of  a  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  fruit  trade.  The 
Bill  was  introduced  in  the  1903  Session  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  but  had  not  been  carried  throogh  all  its  stages  when 
the  Council  adjourned.  Papers  were  also  read  at  the  Conference 
dealing  with  methods  of  cultivation,  varieties,  insect  pests,  and 
wer&  published  in  the  bulletin  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Oardens  and  Flantatione. 

Botanic  and  Ornamental  Gardens, 

180.  The  work  of  the  Department  other  than  that  devoted 
to  the  Hope  Experiment  Station  is  indicated  in  the  following 
notes. 

181.  At  Hope  25^  acres  of  ornamental  grounds  were  main- 
tained with  plant  houses,  orchids,  ferns,  and  other  delicate 
plants.  90,722  plants  were  distributed;  65,708  economic  and 
J.0,43S  ornamental  sold,  and  9,676  given  away. 

182.  The  Herbarium  was  maintained  and  added  to. 

183.  The  Hill  Garden  at  Bell  Tue  (Cinchona)  in  the  Blue 
Mountains  was  kept  in  order. 

184.  The  orange  trees  at  Besource  (near  Cinchona)  were  main- 
tained ;  but  this  garden  is  not  now  cultivated,  all  the  varieties 
having  been  brought  down  to  Hope  Gardens  for  propagation. 
Castleton  Gardens  have  been  maintained  in  good  order  at  a 
rednced  expenditure,  as  has  also  the  Parade  Gardens  at  Kingston. 
These  gardens  are  of  purely  ornamental  and  botanic  interest. 

Barbadot  Agriadtural  Conference. 
186.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  the  Director 
of  Public  Gardens  and  Plantations,  Mr,  J.  Shore,  on  behalf  of 
the  Agricultural  Society,  Mr.  McFarlane,  Superintendent  of 
the  Mico  Training  College,  the  Reverend  W.  Simms,  Principal 
of  the  Jamaica  College  at  Hope,  and  Mr.  "W.  Buttenshaw, 
Lecturer  in  Agriculture,  attended  and  took  part  in  the  Agricul- 
tural Conference  held  at  Barbados  in  Jamuary,  1902,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Imperial  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Agricultural  Education  at  the  Laboratory, 

186.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  a  scheme  was  drawn  up  on 
the  initiation  at  the  Island  chemist  for  giving  at  the  Laboratory 
and  Hope  Gardens  a  thorongh  system  of  scientific  and  practical 
training  in  agriculture.  This  scheme  will,  it  is  hoped,  be 
brought  into  operation  in  the  autumn  of  1902. 

General  Position. 

187.  TcJcing  into  consideration  the  organised  work  reviewed 
in  the  forgoing  survey,  together  with  the  arrangements  for 
manual  training  which  will  be  described  in  the  section  of  this 
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Beport  dealing  vith  Elementary  Educatiou,  I  think  it  may  be 
claimed  that  this  Island  ia,  on  the  whole,  well  in  advance  ol 
ai^  other  West  Indian  Colony,  if  not  of  any  other  British 
Colony  not  having  responsible  Government,  in  the  extent  and 
activity  of  its  pnblic  organisation  for  the  promotion  of  agricnl- 
tnral  knowledge.  Nor  has  the  activity  developed  within  recent 
years  been  devoid  of  efEect,  In  all  parts  of  the  Island  there 
is  an  Fwakened  and  increasing  interest  in  and  desire  for  infonna- 
tion  on  agricultural  questions  cjncurrSTit  with  a  remarkable 
and  steady  increase  of  cultivation  and,  to  some  extent,  an  im- 
provement of  methods.  The  harvest  from  this  development 
has  been  delayed  by  unfavourable  seasons  and  low  prices;  but 
-the  year  under  review  was  on  the  whole  a  year  of  abundant 
yield,  and  this  current  year  promises  to  be  even  better.  A  few 
favourable  years  will  immensely  strengthen  the  progress  of 
agricultural  improvement  hy  demonstratiQg  its>pecuniatry  valne. 


in -LEGISLATION. 


188.  Table  IX.  is  a  Schedule  of  the  Laws,  twenty-Eve  in 
number,  of  the  Session  of  1901,  assented  to  or  reserved  by  the 
Ch>vemor  for  the  signification  of  His  Uajesty's  pleasure. 

189.  Of  these  the  following  mi^  be  considered  to  deserve 
special  notioe:— 

Fitcal. 

190.  Law  6.— The  Quit  Benis  and  Produce  Protection 
Duties  Appropriation  Law. 

Law  9. — ^A  Law  to  impose  additional  taxation  on  lands  in 
aid  of  General  Revenue. 

Law  12. — ^The  Match  Excise  Duty  Law. 

Law  26. — ^The  Stamp  Duty  Laws  Amendment  Law. 

These  four  laws  were  fiscal  measures  in  aid  of  General  Bevenue, 
and  their  dfect  has  already  been  referred  to  in  my  comments 
on  the  flaamcei  of  the  year. 

Beformatort/. 

191.  Law  13. — The  Beformatories  and  Industrial  Schools 
Law,  Amendment  Law,  gave  the  superintendents  of  each  schools 
a  certain  power  of  tutelage  and  control  over  children  discharged, 
from  such  schools  until  they  reach  eighteen  years  of  age. 

192.  Larw  lb. — ^The  Produce  ProtectioD  Laws,  Amendment 
Law,  and 

Law  21. — ^A  Law  in  aid  of  the  Laws  relating  to  Prsedial 
Larceny,  were,  together  with  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Yagrancy 
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Law  whicli  wa«  drafted  for  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
before  introdaction,  designed  to  mitigate  tbe  prevaleat  curse  of 
the  thieving  of  growing  produce  which  so  gravely  impedes  the 
agricultural  progress  of  the  Island. 

193.  Law  16  revised  th»  conditions  for  the  licensing  of  persons 
to  buy  and  sell  agricultural  produce,  with  a  view  to  improving 
police  control. 

Praedial  J^arceiiy  Bill. 

194.  Law  21  was  a  more  controvers^'measure  and  met  with 
considerable  opposition  in  its  passage  through  the  Legislative 
Counoil.  It  provided  that-  whenever  >  any  person  should  be 
found  in  possession  of  any  article  of  agricidtural  produce  of 
certain  specified  kinds  under  such  circumstances  as  should  cause 
any  police  oMcer,  or  constable,  district  constable,  or  other  person 
properly  authorised  to  act  under  the  provisions  of  the  Law,  to 
suspect  that  such  article  had  been  stolen  or  had  been  received 
with  knowledge  that  it  had  been  stolen  or  had  been  in  any  other 
way  dishonestly  come  by,  it  should  be  lawful  for  such  constable 
cr  authorised  person  to  arrest  the  suspected  person  without  a 
warrant  and  to  take  him,  with  the  suspected  article,  before  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  or  a  Clerk  of  the  Courts ;  and  that  if,  after 
enqoiiy,  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  or  Qke  Clerk  of  the  Courts  should 
be  of  opinion  that  tho  suspected  person  did  not  give  a  satis- 
factory account  of  tbe  manner  in  which  he  had  become  possessed 
of  the  urtiole,  such  person  might  be  detained  in  custody  or 
bound  over  to  appear  before  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  his  next 
convenient  sitting : 

That  on  tbe  trial  of  such  person  before  a  Resident  M^istrate 
the  burden  of  proving  tliat  he  became  honestly  possessed  of  the 
article  suspected  to  have  been  stolen  should  be  upon  the  person 
himself,  and  that  if  he  should  fail  to  satisfy  the  Resideni 
Magistrate  that  bis  possession  of  the  article  was  honest,  it  should 
be  deemed  primA  fame  evidence  of  his  guilt,  and  the  Resident 
Magistrate  might  convict  him  of  being  unlawfully  in  possession 
of  the  articln : 

That  any  person  so  convicted  might  be  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment with  or  without  hard  labour  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six 
months,  and  upon  any  subsequent  conviction  f or  ji  period  not 
exceeding  twelve  months :  that  any  convicted  person  might,  on 
a  first  conviction,  be  sentenced  to  be  whipped,  with  a  number  of 
strokes  not  exceeding  twenty-four,  and  that  upon  any  sub- 
sequent conviction  within  three  years  of  the  first  offence  it 
should  be  obligatory  on  tbe  Resident  Magistrate  to  order  the 
convicted  person  fo  be  so  whipped. 

195.  This  Law  was  disallowed  by  His  Majesty  on  the  advice 
of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

1SM1  D  4 
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ParoelUaL 


196.  Law  IT. — "The  Parocliiftl  Boards  Laws  Consolidation 
Law,  1901,"  waa  a  Tiseful  measure,  embodyiDg  the  ^ect  of  recent 
reforms,  and  superseding  nine  laws  previoaaly  in  force  or 
partially  so,  hut  introdacing  no  innovations  of  anj  impart^ee. 

Affricnllnral. 

197.  Law  18. — "  A  Law  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Agiicoltnral 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stufis,"  provided  for  the  protwUon  of 
buyers  of  chemical  manures  and  prepared  foods  for  cattle,  bj 
requiring  the  composition  of  such  aubstancea  to  be  certified  1^ 
Ihe  Island  c' 


Law  22.    The  Valuation  Law. 

Defects  of  Present  Property   Taxes, 

198.  I  have  detailed  above  the  somewhat  bewildering  snies  ol 
unall  incoherent  imposts  out  of  which  the  present  taxatian  on 
leai  property  in  this  Island  is  built  up. 


Cantemplaied  Heforms. 

199.  It  has  for  manj  yeazs  b^en  ganerally  recognised  that 
the  established  system  of  land  and  house  taxes  was  unsatis- 
factory,  and  repeated  proposals  have  been  made,  after  oareful 
consideration,  for  its  improvement  The^e  proposals  have 
generally  advocated  the  fair  apjdication  of  the  principle  of  an 
assessment  on  thn  value  of  resJ  property,  and,  as  the  indispen- 
sable foundation  for  suoh  aaaeBament,  the  makuig  of  ai  cad^tral 
eurvey  of  the  Island  and  the  establishment  of  a  valuation  roll 
of  properties  have  been  conCemplated.  The  project  for  a 
cadastral  survey,  which  was  provided  fpr  by  Law  8  of  1891, 
was  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the  oppoaition  of  land-owners, 
ostensibly  on  the  plea  of  expenae,  and  the  difficulty  of  the  antici- 
pated expense  had  hitherto  stood  in  the  way  of  any  fonnulation 
of  proposals  for  au  assessment  without  survey,  iforeover,  it 
Gad  been  zeeogniaed  that  any  projects  that  might  be  set  on  foot 
for  reforming  these  taxes  would  certain^  provoke  opposition 
from  Ihoae^^ose  taxation  waa  likely  to  pe  ther^l^  i^^ireaaed, 
and  that  such  oppoaition,  accompanied  aa  it  was  sure  to  be  by 
raisrepreaontaitionB  and  miaundeiatan  d  inga  which  woqld  create 
unrest  and  suspicion  among  the  ma^a  of  the  simple-minded  and 
ignorant  peasantry,  would  make  an^  such  reform  a  matter  o| 
pnntirol  difXevlty  out  of  tJl  proportion  to  the  legitimate  objec- 
ti<na  to  wUoh  it  might  give  riae  and  to  whieh  any  scheme  must 
be  expected  te  h»  open. 
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200.  I  liave  also  detailed  how  the  rates  oi  the  Hooae  Tax  i|L 
most  of  the  parishes  had  iacreased  in  recent  years  until,  oomr 
bined  with  the  School  and  Holdings  Taxes,  it  became  a  sensible 
bTirden  on  the  poorest  class.  Kemisaions  of  tazas  and  arrears 
in  collection  began  to  assume  serious  proportions,  with  the  effect 
of  molting  heavier  the  burden  on  those  who  eontintied  to  pay 
during  a  period  of  increasing  depression.  At  the  same  time 
the  financial  position  of  the  Qovernment  was  creating  u  demand 
for  increased  taxation  of  land,  to  be  levied  on  a  fairer  principle 
than  thatt  of  the  Quit  Rent  and  the  Holding  and  Property  Taxes ; 
and  this  demand  was  made  the  more  pressing  and  reasonable 
hj  ihp.  assumption  by  the  Colonial  (Government  of  the  burden  of 
the  Bailway  D^ht  and  of  the  subsidy  to  the  Imperial  Direct 
Line. 

301.  Sir  David  Barbonr,  in  his  report  on  the  finances  of 
Jamaica  made  in  1898,  recommended  that  the  long  ventilateid 
reform  of  the  Land  and  House  Taxes  should  be  carried  into 
effect  without  further  delay.  Later  in  the  same  year,  a  com- 
mittee, specially  appointed,  reported  proposals  for  effecting  this, 
viz.,  that  a  Real  Property  Tax  should  be  assessed  on  the  capital 
value  of  all  real  property  in  BUpersession  of  all  the  then  existing 
taxflB  except  the  Quit  Bent.  The  principle  of  this  proposal  was 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  ihe  Colonies  in  a  despatch 
of  the  20th  February,  1900. 

202.  For  reasons  of  which  the  two  principal  were  thait  the 
Goremment  had  no  data  to  work  upon,  and  that  in  view  of  the 
political  situation  (all  the  elected  members  bei^ig  absent  from  the 
Council)  it  was  advisable  to  defer  any  attempt  to  recast  m 
important  a  branch  of  the  fiscal  system,  no  action  was  tak^n  m 
regard  to  tihis  matter  during  the  Session  of  1900-1901.  In  the 
Session  of  1901  two  laws  were  passed,  namely.  Law  9,  tKe 
temporary  law  above-mentioned  to  impose  additional  taxation 
on  land  in  aid'  of  General  Revenue,  and  Laiw  22,  a  yaluatiim 
Law,  to  provide  a  basis  for  a  permanent  means  of  reform. 

203.  This  law  provided  for  ihe  preparation  of  a  YtJuatioa 
Boll  for  the  whole  Island  to  show  the  value  of  all  holdings 
of  real  proper^  in  each  parish  under  three  assessments,  vis. : — 

(I)  The  actual  gross  present  value  of  the  real  property ;  ' 
(3)  The  actual  or  presumable  nett  annual  rental  value  of 
the  real  property ;  and 

(3)  The  presumable  nett  value  of  tiie  ground  forming  the 
site  of  the  real  property  in  a  nafanil  and  unimproved  con- 
dition in  its  present  snnoundiags. 
A  Valuation  Cgmmissioner  was  appointed  to  direct,  supervise 
and  bring  to  completion  the  preparation  of  the  Taluation  Boll. 

204.  Every  person  in  the  poaie^sion  oi  real  property  was  re- 
qoimd  to  nutke  an  isgiviag  of  the  value  of  his  Iu>lding  to  the 
Cdkotor  of  Tazet  for  his  paxiih.    If  the  Cdle^tor  accepted  t^e 
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Taloation  given  in,  it  was  entered  on  the  roll ;  if  lie  did  not 
accept  it  and  an  agreement  could  not  be  come  to,  the  value 
vae  to  be  finally  settled  hj  a  Resident  Magistrate.  If  no  in- 
giving  should  be  made,  the  Collector  was  to  assess  the  value  of 
the  property,  and  in  case  of  dispute  the  value  was  to  be  settled 
by  the  Resident'  Magistraie. 

Results  of  I'aluafion. 

205.  Tho  work  of  valuation  imposed  an  immense  amount  of 
labour  upon  the  Supervisor  of  Revenue  Offices  who  was  appointed 
to  be  the  Valuation  Commisaioner,  and  upon  the  officers  of  the 
Collectorates,  without  any  extra  remuneration,  and  the  work  was 
most  energetically  and  creditably  carried  out.  The  extent  of 
the  work  may  be  estimated  by  the  fact  that  no  less  than  121,756 
separate  holdings  of  real  property  in  the  country  parishes  and 
8,335  in  Kingston  and  Fort  Royal  have  been  assessed  and  entered 
on  the  roll.    The  total  values  recorded  are :  — 

Tuimpro 
Vdue 


EingBton  and  Port  Bojal 
GnuatTf  pirtshea 


206.  In  reporting  on  the  valuation,  the  Commissioner  records 
his  conclusion  that  with  gome  few  exceptions  the  larger  properties 
h&va  been  fairly  and' equitably  valued  when  it  is  remembered 
that  the  valuation  haa  been  made  at  a  time  of  extreme  depres- 
sion ;  that  the  general  tendency  has  been  to  under-estimate  tho 
gross  value  of  small  holdings,  but  that  he  does  not  think  there 
is  any  reason  to  doubt  that  taking  it  as  a  whole  the  valuation 
may  be  relied  on  as  furnishing  the  basis  of  a  mote  equitable 
adjustment  of  taxation,  if  it  is  admitted  ih^t  the  principle  of 
taxation  according  to  value  effects  that  end.  He  adds  "  Tra- 
versing the  criticisms  that  have  from  time  to  time  been  directed 
at  the  valuation,  I  beg  to  say  that  in  my  opinion,  and,  con- 
sidering the  time  and  machinery  at  my  disposal,  the  work  has 
been  as  satiafactonly  done  as  could  have  been  anticipated; 
that  cases  of  absurd  over-valuation  have  been  few,  and  these 
have  been,  or  will  be,  in  the  ordinary  course  reinedied ;  that 
cases  of  serious  under- valuation  have  come  under  notite,  but 
these,  mostly  by  judicious  correspondence,  but  in  a  few  cases 
by  sdjudication  by  the  Resident  Magistrate,  have  been  brought 
approximately  in  line  with  a  fair  standard;  that  di£Bculties 
have  arisen  by  mixing  up  questions  of  the  values  of  personal 
property  with  real  property,  but  that  Qie  claims  put  forward 
ihat  matoring  crops  of  produce  have  been  ddiberately  added 
■  to,  and  inclnded  with,  the  values  of  real  property  are  untenable/' 
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207.  On  tlie  whole,  I  think  it  probable  that  the  valuatioiiB 
do  not  repreeent  the  fall  Talue  of  the  properties,  but  that  the 
discount  is  gfeneral  and  fairly  uniform,  great  care  having  been 
devoted  by  the  Valuation  Commissioner  and  bis  officers  to 
preventing  anomaliea,  so  that  as  between  one  property  and 
another  tbe  roll  may  be  regarded  as  afEording  a  satisfactory 
foundation  for  the  assessment  of  rates  on  values. 

208.  The  returns  of  valuation  were  not  completed  early  enough 
to  allow  legislation  on  their  basis  to  be  brought  to  perfection  in 
the  Session  of  this  spring,  and  the  increased  rates  of  Holdings 
Tax  imposed  in  the  Session  of  1901  were  re-enacted  for  one  year 
by  a  law  passed  in  April,  1902. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 
(A.)  Elementabt  Schools. 
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Diminution  in  Number  of  Sckoolt  and  AtUitdance. 

210.  The  taUe  given  above  ehows  b  continiiance  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  ihe  number  of  EHementary  Schools  entitled  to  annual 
grants  in  porooance  of  the  policy  of  closing  or  amalgamating 
with  other  inefficient  or  snpei^uouB  schools.  There  is  an  accom- 
panying reduction  in  the  number  of  ecfaolara  on  ihe  books  and 
in  average  attendance  according  to  the  monihly  returns.    The 
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faUingr  off  in  the  average  attendance  for  tke  wlrnle  year  iB  attri- 
buted, I  think,  to  the  following  causes,  namely — 

(1)  The  closin);  of  a  certain  number  ol  schools ; 

(2)  Want  of  mcana  in  the  parents  to  provide  clothing ; 

(3)  The  exceptional  amount  of  rain  and  the  number  of 
rainy  days  between  June  Ist  and  December  31st,  1901,  and 

(4)  The  abmice  of  oompulBiou  or  other  effectual  incentive 
to  attendance. 

Hrplauatwn. 

211.  With  regard  to  (1)  it  may  be  explained  that  with  a  view 
to  effecting  economy  and  efficiency  the  number  of  Elementary 
Schools  on  the  books  of  the  Education  Department  has  been 
reduced  in  the  course  of  the  last  three  years  from  893  to  728,  or 
by  18  per  cent. ;  the  schools  struck  oS  having  either  dis- 
appeared altogether  or  baving  been  amalgamated  with  those  of 
other  denominations  as  Government  or  Undenominational 
Schools.  On  the  Slat  of  March  there  were  on  the  books  of  the 
Department  27  Government  Schools  and  36  (so-called)  Unde- 
nominational Schools,  the  latter  being  schools  which,  whilst  sot 
classed  as  Government  Schools,  were  under  the  management  of 
Boairds  on  which  were  ministers  belonging  to  more  than  one 
religions  denominatioJi.  There  were  664  Denominational  Schools. 
Ifct withstanding  tliese  reductions,  the  Superintending  Inspector 
oi  Schools  in  his  report  for  the  year  expresses  the  view  that,  if 
it  be  not  unreasonable  to  expect  a  few  diildren  to  walk  three  or 
four  miles  in  the  cool  of  the  morning  and  evening,  the  supply 
of  public  ElementaTy  Schools  approximates  very  closely  to  the 
present  effective  demand. 

212.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  exclusive  connection  with  a 
specific  religious  organisation  conduces  to  the  attendance  at  its 
Denominational  School  of  the  children  of  that  congregation  and 
of  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  church  or  chapel,  and  that 
the  influences  which  promote  school  attendance  as  a  method  of 
recruiting  for  the  church  congregation  or  as  part  of  a  corporate 
duty  and  ai  matter  of  sectional  pride  on  the  part  of  the  parents 
are  much  weakened  when  the  «chool  is  amajgamated,  whether 
into  a  Government  School  or  into  a  Voluntary  School  under  joint 
management  with  that  of  other  denominations.  This  has,  I 
believe,  been  one  reason  why  attendance  has — unnecessarily  and 
perhaps  unreasonably — been  temporarily  impaired  by  amalga- 
mation. So  long  aj  no  Voluntary  Schools  are  kept  on  the  books 
tliat  are  not  giving  value  for  their  money  it  does  not  aippear 
that  either  ftvqnency  of  attendance  or  financial  economy  are 
likely  to  be  promoted  l^  any  extensive  further  conversion  of 
Yoluntary  Schools  into  Government  Schools. 

313.  Moreover,  having  in  view  the  difficulty  of  resuscitating 
Volnntaiy  Schools  once  closed  and  the  higher  comparative  cost 
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tlwt  would  be  involved  in  estabUalung  a  oew  fioTemment  Scliool 
when  the  need  of  the  locality  might  again  demand  it,  the  Board 
o£  Education  and  the  Government  have  been  disposed  to  give 
graoe  to  certain  Yoluntar;  Schools  on  the  borderland  of  suffi- 
cient efficiency,  and  not  to  be  hasty  in  closing  them. 

214.  (2)  Want  of  money  for  clothing  has,  in  some  districts 
especially,  had  some  effect  on  the  willingness  of  parents  to  send 
their  children  to  school,  but  this  cause  was  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  losing  in  force.  I  have  already  referred  to  the  increase 
in  tiie  importation  of  clothing  materials  towards  the  end  ot  the 
year,  showing  iucreaHed  purchasiug  power  and  disposition  to 
purdiase  the  requisites  of  school  attendance.  During  the  first 
three  months  of  1902  the  attendance  improved,  probably  owing 
both  to  better  drcumstances  and  to  better  weather.  The  average 
attendance  in  January,  Febnmry  and  March  was  55,347  against 
54,347  in  the  corresponding  three  months  of  1901,  dnd  46,277 
for  the  whole  year,  and  the  improvement  on  the  monthly 
advances  of  1901-1902  has  continued  In  an  even  more  marked 
degree  since  the  close  of  that  year. 

UnpuiiCtuality  a  Serious  Eoil. 

215.  The  Superintending  Inspector  of  Schools  reports  that 
"  one  of  the  most  crying  evils  in  our  Elementary  Schools  is  the 
{act  that  work  ie  never,  or  hardly  ever,  really  begun  at  the  time 
fixed  in  the  time-table.  Very  frequently  the  teacher  is  not 
there,  and  no  attempt  appears  to  he  made  to  get  the  scholars 
in  b^ore  the  time  fixed  for  roll  call.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  neaiiy  eveiy  school  in  the  Island  groups  of  children  may  be 
seen,  from  half  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  the  time  fixed 
for  the  commencement  of  school,  standing  loafing  about  the 
roads.  There  are  of  course  honourable  exceptions,  but  unless 
the  teachers  of  the  Island  as  a  body  bestir  themselves  and  put 
an  end  to  this  discreditable  state  of  things  the  drastic  remedy 
wiU  have  to  be  resorted  to  of  requiring  the  roll  to  be  called  at 
th?  time  fixed  for  the  opening  of  school.  The  result  wonid  cer- 
tainly be  a  great  reduction  in  the  average  attendance,  probably 
widespread  evasion  of  the  regulation,  and  many  fines  and  other 
peneltieB,  but  unless  there  is  some  general  improvement,  such 
a  r^nlation  may  t>ecome  absolutely  necessary." 

Apprehensions  of  Retrogression  in  Education^ 

216.  Some  serious  misgivings  have  been  expressed  by  persons 
deep^  interested  in  the  promotion  of  sound  education  as  to  the 
prospects  indicated  by  recent  educational  statistics.  On  the 
17th  July  last  a  statement  drawn  up  by  the  Archbishop  of  the 
"West  Indies  was  published  on  behalf  of  the  Diocesan  Council 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  Jamaica,  from  which  I  quote  the 
following  passages :  '  Attention  needs  to  be  called  to- the  serious 
fact  that  while  the  population  is  increasing,  the  number  of 
children  attending  school  is  diminishing,  and  t&e  children  are 
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not  in  Bchool  a  sufficient  nomber  of  days  during  tiieir  bcIlooI 
life  to  reach  a  decent  standard  of  knowledge  even  in  reading, 
writing,  and  anthtnetic ;  bo  that  the  education  secured  ai  present 
by  the  majority  of  children  who  attend  school  is  intellect 
toally  lees  satigfactory  than  it  wfts,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
teachers  are  each  year  becoming  more  competent.  Instead  of 
teing  over-educated,  as  some  people  s^,  those  who  are  on  the 
books  are  under-educated,  and  large  numbers  are  not  on  the 
books  at  all.  The  countiy  nLust  aoAer  terribly  for  this  failure 
both  immediately  and  in  the  future. 

"  I  submitted  this  statement  to  Bishop  Douet  for  his  criticism 
and  Boggeatione,  and  he  has  written  as  follows :  — 

"  '  By  the  report  of  the  Education  Board  for  the  year  ending 
Slst  "Mmrnhj  1901,  just  published,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
nomber  of  children  in  average  attendance  has  fallen  16  per  cent., 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  decrease  in  attendance  will  be 
found  to  be  still  greater  when  the  returns  are  made  up  to 
31st  March,  1902.  To  this  fact  that  only  50,987  children  are 
in  average  attendance  out  of  120,000  who  ought  to  be  in  school, 
is  to  be  added  what  has  been  observed  in  many  parts  of  the 
Island,  a  loss  of  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children  on  the 
part  of  parents.  There  is  also  a  strong  feeling  abroad  that, 
owing  to  the  irregularity  of  attendance,  children  are  compelled  to 
leave  school  before  they  have  acquired  a  sufficient  education  to 
b;  of  any  use  to  them  in  after  life.  Children  who  leave  school 
in  the  third  or  fourth  standard,  as  veiy  large  numbers  of  them 
do,  cannot  read  intelligently,  and  are  unable  to  write  a  simple 
English  sentence,  and  will,  within  a  year  or  two  of  leaving 
school,  completely  forget  all  they  have  learned.' 

"  Among  the  things  urgently  necessary  to  be  done  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  is  the  gradual  introduction,  throughout 
the  Island,  of  a  system  of  compulsory  stttendance  at  Elementary 
Schools  for  a  limited  number  of  years,  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended in  the  Report  of  the  last  Education  Commiasion.  By 
making  attendance  compulsory,  in  the  first  year  of  its  coming 
into  force  only  on  children  six  years  old,  and  in  the  second  year 
on  children  either  six  or  seven  years  old,  and  in  the  third  year 
on  children  either  six,  seven,  or  eight  years  old,  and  bo  on,  l^e 
effect  would  'be  gradual,  both  as  regards  the  demand  it  made 
npon  parents  to  send  their  children  to  school,  and  as  regards  any 
extra  cost  to  the  Government  due  to  an  increase  in  numbers  and 
need  for  further  accommodation.  If  to  this  modified  form  of 
compulBion  were  added  (until  mon^  is  more  plentiful)  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  present  rule  regarding  space  accommodation  in 
schools  (which  though  good  in  itself  is  not  absolutely  necessary 
in  this  cotintry)  an  immediate  large  outlay  for  buildings  would 
hf.  avoided.  We  should  then  see  the  beginnings  of  a  system 
which  woTild  prevent  ultimate  injury  to  the  public  through  the 
up-growth  of  an  ignorant  population ;  for  by  these  means  every 
chnd  would  obtain,  within  a  limited  number  of  years,  a  definite, 
plain,  useful  education.    This  education  woald  also,  in  the 
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eaae  of  many  pupils,  prove  a  etepping-gtone  to  forUieT  advanceft 
in  knowledge  and  practical  power  of  serving  themselves,  their 
families  and  their  eountiy." 

Mm-t!  P romininfi  Sii/m. 

217.  These  observatioas  wero  written  before  the  Educational 
returns  ior  the  year  1901-1902  were  available  for  reference.' 
It  is  true  that  there  was  in  that  year  as  a  whole,  as  anticipated 
by  Bishop  Douet,  a  further  reduction  (though  slight)  in  average 
attendance.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Superintending  luBpector 
of  Schools  reports  that  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in 
regularity  of  attendance  and  in.  the  efficiency  of  the  schoola 
generally.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  regaird  to  the  amalgi^ 
mated  schools.  Whilst  in  some  cases,  though  not  in  all,  the 
total  attendance  has  been  diminished,  the  average  marks  per 
ecbool  have  risen  from  48  to  65,  or  by  about  15  per  cent.  In 
one  instamce,  instead  of  three  average  second  class  schools  we 
liave  now  one  high  first^laes  school,  with  very  little  falling-off 
in  the  total  attendance.  The  Superintending  Inspector  of 
Schools  thinks  it  likely  that  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two,  when 
the  situation  is  better  understood  the  attendance  may  quite 
recover  itself,  and  the  amalgamations  already  carried  out  fully 
justify  themselves  on  the  score  of  attendance  as  they  have  done 
OB  that  of  efficiency  and  economy.  I  am,  moreover,  glad  to  be 
able  to  say  that  the  facts  of  the  situation  do  not  appear  to  be 
altogether  as  apprehended  by  the  Archbishop  and  Bishop  Douet. 
The  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Schools  do  not  bear  out  the 
impression  that  the  education  at  present  secured  to  those  who 
attend  is  less  satisfactory  than  it  was,  but  represent  the  contrary, 
whilst  in  the  four  months,  April  to  July,  1902,  following  the  close 
of  the  year  under  report,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  10  per 
cent,  in  the  school  attondance.  This  will  of  iteelf  cause  an 
automatic  increase  in  educational  expenditure.  The  general 
introduction  of  compulsion  would  result  in  a  further  addition 
to  this  expenditure,  for  which  the  Public  Bevenue  of  the  Island, 
according  to  recent  experience,  could  not  provide  without  a 
further  increase  of  taxation. 

Re.iullx  of  Fear. 

318.  The  teaching  of  the  elementary  subjects  has  yielded, 
according  to  the  Inspector's  reports,  slightly  improving  results, 
but  arithmetic,  whiUt  more  nearly  on  a  par  with  reading  and 
writing  than  formerly,  is  still  in  most  instances  the  weakest 
of  the  three. 

Untler  the    .Vew   Cinlf. 

219.  The  year  under  review  is  the  first'  in  which  nearly  all 
the  schools  liave  been  examined  in  accordance  with  the  schedules 
of  the  Code  of  1900.  >  In  the  bettor  acbools,  with  trained  and 
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•ouiHiaat  teanhcra,  tuidilble  and  ftirly  guccesBfal  efforts  have 
hetti  made  to  meet  the  new  reqtdrementB,  not  merely  with 
slayiBh  literalneBB  bnt  with  a  conajderalile  amount  of  intell^ence 
and  power  of  adaptation.  It  ig  gTa.iifying  to  find  that  tiie 
Inspwtore  generally  report  that  the  courses  for  the  training  of 
teachers  in  agricultural  knowledge  at  the  Hope  Gardens  and  at 
fhe  Mico  Training  College,  and  the  lectures  given  at  -various 
conntr^  centres  by  the  Lecturer  in  Agriculture  provided  -by  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  the  AgricnlttiraZ  Instructors  ot  the 
Colonial  Government,  are  bearing,  good  fruit  The  Superintend- 
ing Inspector  of  Schools  considers  that,  as  already  stated,  the 
■chools  are  in^iroving  in  general  efficiency  and  need  not  feae 
ccanparisDn  with  any  others  under  similar  conditions  and  dia- 
sdTBDtim^a. 

Improvement!  of  System. 
220.  It  may  be  said,  generally,  that  within  a  few  recent  yeari 
an  improved  system  of  education  and  an  improved  method  of 
training  teachers  has  been  established  in  Jamaica,  and  that 
the  efforts  of  those  who  have  promoted  these  changes  are  begin- 
ning to  bear  fruit.  As  regards  primary  education,  the  code  has 
been  amended  so  as  to  include,  besides  reading,  recitation, 
writing,  English,  arithmetic  and  Scripture,  regulations  regarding 
manu^  training  and  agricultural  science. 

Mamial  and  Technical  Training. 
321.  I  t^e  tbe  following  account  of  the  existing  arrangements 
from  "  A  Paper  on  Education  in  Jamaica  in  relation  to  aldlled 
handicraft  and  Agricultural  Work  "  writt«n  hy  the  Archbishop 
of  the  West  Indies  art  the  request  of  and  iar  publication  by  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education. 


"(1,^  Mnnual  Training — Tha  primsry  scbooh  are  dividwil  for  ths 
parpoM  of  drftwing  and  maniial  occnpstioiu  into  three  diTJsioii*, 
fowPT,  middle,  mi  upper.  The  raannal  oc-upatiom  in  each  cAm  are 
based  on  a  drawing  achpme.  The  drawing  raiu^  from  kinde'gartpn 
drawing  and  aim  pie  mechanical  drawing  in  toe  lower  division,  to 
freehand  drawing,  drawing  to  scale,  ana  ^ometrical  dnwi'  g  in  the 
npper  Diviainn.  The  manaal  occnpationa  based  nn  the  above  conne  of 
drawing  indnde  colour  work,  day  modelling,  paper  and  card  board 
modelling,  and  gimple  modelling  in  wood. 

(1.)  Afrriadlmr..—T)M  Bchooli  are  aleo  divided  into  three  divisions 
for  thia  sabject,  whi'h  it  intended  not  merely  to  insure  that  a  certain 
apionnt  of  information  ia  acquired,  but  more  papecially  to  train  the 
children  in  obeerration  and  iiiference  by  actnnl  close  toncb  with  the 
objects  and  life  arotind  them.  In  the  lower  division  a  oonrse  of  tbirty- 
six  leasona  is  given  in  animal  and  plant  Wt,  liwelling  eapeeially  on 
the  animals  anif  plants  foand  in  Jamaica.  In  the  middle  and  npper 
diviainna  more  advanced  f^naral  eci'ife  vs  tanght,  and  also  more 
^gncaltnial  science,  inclnding  the  formation  of  soils,  plant  food 
manures,  and  common  ob^PctB  of  cultivation  in  Jamaica.  All  scboola 
are  reqoiied  to  illDstrs^  the  teeuihing  in  elwnentary  sdence,  general  and 
agriodltemi,  by  experiments  carried  on  by  meani  of  plants  grown  ia 
pota  and  bgzaa. 
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SBCTION  n.— ADVAMCBD  OODBSE  IM  ELBlimrTAIlT  acHooi«, 

"  (1.)  Afanuat  Trainim. — Workshops  for  the  advanced  oouraa  of 
manutd  tmninK  "woodwork"  have  been  establiahed  at  five  town 
centrea  in  the  Island.  The  coarse  inclndes  mechuiical  drawing  and 
advaaced  exendaea  in  tool  work.  This  is  generally  a  two-year  course 
for  Standards  V.  and  TI. 

"  (2.)  Agriculture  atid  Horticdlurr. — The  advanced  ootme  for  schools 
is  a  practical  appUoation,  in  oat-door  experiment)!,  of  the  knowledge 
obtained  in  the  schools.  An  eiperiment  gronnd  of  not  lees  than  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  must  be  provided  in  which  every  boy  above  11  years 
of  Bge  must  be  taught  practical  skill  in  all  agricaltural  operations. 
The  course  is  open  to  girls.  An  eitra  grant  is  given  for  proficiency  in 
this  conrse.'' 


The  above  manual  training  and  agricultural  teaching  is  being  intro- 
duced as  rapidly  as  possible  into  the  schools  ;  but  it  canuot  be  pnshed 
on  rery  quickly.  becaoBe  teachers  require  to  be  trained  lo  give  the  proper 
inatruction  in  these  subjects  ;  and  comparatively  few  of  them  have  yet  been 
eo  trained. 


TltAIMNU  OF  PltlHAKV  SCMOOl.  TEACHEKi^. 

9.  The  Education  Code  Syllabus  for  training  colleges  now  requires  (in 
addition  to  reading,  writiUR,  arithmetic,  Eudid,  grammar,  geography,  history 
and  Scripture)  that  the  following  subjects  b^  taught. 

"(1.)  Manual  Traimng. — The  firat  year  stndenta  take  a  conrae 
including  P&P«r  folding  and  designing,  colour  work,  paper  and  card 
board  modelling,  clay  modelling,  simpUfied  woodwork.  Second  and 
third  year  etndenis  take  a  more  advanced  coarse  of  drawing  and 
manual  training  "  woodwork ''  on  the  lines  of  Knglish  requirements  in 
the  same  subjects.  This  course  reqnireg  a  thorough  kaowledEe  of 
orthographic  and  oblique  projection  drawiug  and  the  use  of  all  tbo 
ordinary  carpenter's  tools. 

"  (2.)  Affriculture. — In  the  first  year,  a  course  of  elementary  physic* 
and  chemistry,  prepaimtory  to  the  study  of  the  life  and  food  of  plants, 
and  to  a  knowledge  of  the  composition  of  soilsand  manures,  is  laid  down, 
This  coarse  is  chiefly  practical  and  experimental,  but  an  intelligent 
knowledge  of  the  Tropical  Readers  is  also  required.  The  Tropical 
Headers  are  two  volumes,  prepared  and  published  at  the  instance  of  the 
Jamaica  Board  of  Education,  by  Mpsars.  Blackie,  for  use  in  Jamaica 
schools,  strongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Morris,  tba  Imperial  Com mis- 
sioner  of  Agnooltare  for  the  West  Indies,  and  now  in  use  throughout 
the  Briti>h  West  ludiea. 

"In  the  second  ^ear,  agricultural  science  of  a  more  advanced  character 
is  prescribed.  1'his  course  includes  a  knowledge  of  the  composiiion  of 
the  almosphere  and  water  and  their  action  on  plant  life,  the  formation 
of  soils,  their  cnltivation,  need  for  manures,  structure  of  plants,  plant  life, 
Derniinatiun  and  nutrition,  together  with  a  pT;(cticiLl  knowledge  obtaioed 
in  box-gardening  and  out-door  cultivation  with  txperiments  and  illus- 
trations, as  in  the  French  Scheme  of  Agriculture  for  Elementary 
Schools. 

"  In  the  third  year,  the  theory  prescribed  for  the  second  year  is 
ampUfied,  and  the  instruction  ia  m^nly  practical,  the  college  lectures 
bearing  upon  thia  aide  of  the  subject.  The  course  inclndes  tbe  know- 
ledge of  the  proper  use  of  agricultural  tools,  preparation  of  seed  beds, 
sowing,  transplaiiting,  pruning,  bndding,  graftingj  destruction  of  insect 
pests,  and  the  planting  and  care  of  common  Jauiaic^  crops." 
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The  foregomg  sabjeots  are  being  thoroi^hly  taught  at  the  Mioa  College, 
whicb  i«  practioallj  the  onW  one  now  in  operation  ii  tba  Island  for  the 

tnuning  ol"  mala  teachera.  The  headmaster  of  fna  Kingston  Manual  Train- 
ing School  (directs  and  assists  the  mannal  training  at  this  College.  The 
secretary  of  the  college,  an  experienced  practical  botanist,  directs  the  garden 
operations.  The  Imperial  lecturer  in  ugricultnre  sbaies  in  the  teaching  at 
(bi«  institution  ;  and  he]  also  assists  at  tne  Shortwood  and  Bethlehem,  and 
at  the  St.  Joseph's  (Roman  Catholic)  Training  Colleges  for  girls,  as  it  is 
deemed  desirable  for  tiie  femalo  teachera  to  obtain  asmnch  of  this  instruction 
as  posaihle. 

The  Uandal  Training  School,  Kisgbton. 

10.  The  Sfauual  Training  School  Kingston,  is  an  institution  establiBhed 
in  1897  bv  the  Government,  and  managed  bj  the  Board  of  Education. 
It  was  eBtftblished  for  two  purposes : — namely,  to  provide  a  model  elemen- 
tary Bcliool  on  English  lines ;  and  to  be  the  medinm  for  introducing 
-educational  handwork  into  the  edacational  system  of  Jamaica.  The  school, 
oonsists  of  a  boys'  and  kindergarten  department  with  an  aggregate  average 
attendance  of  450  pupils.  A  girls'  department  is  in  contemplation.  A 
raanoal  training  "  woodwork  "  department  is  a  special  feature  of  the  school. 
The  headmaster  of  the  school  'v\  an  English  trained,  certificated  teacher, 
with  special  qualifications  in  manual  training.  He  is  aFsiated  by  an  English 
trained  kindergarten  mistress,  and  a  stfiff  of  native  teachers.  The  curriculum 
of  the  school  is  that  prescribed  in  the  Jamaica  Code  for  elementary  schools. 
Special  attention  is  given  to  educational  handwork  which  is  carried  on 
throughout  the  school  in  the  form  of  kindergarten  occupations,  "it""** 
occupations  (drawini;  and  colour-work),  and  mannal  training  "  woodwork." 
The  latter  is  taken  by  all  the  boys  in  the  school  in  Standard  V.  and  upitards. 
Each  boy  reoeives  two  hours'  instruction  per  week. 

Classes  for  the  training  of  teachers  are  held  every  week  at  the  school. 
The  subjects  taken  np  are  Kindergarten,  drawing  and  mannal  occnpation 
and  manual  training  "woodwork."  The  latter  class  id  affiliated  with  the 
City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute,  and  the  Institute's  examination  in 
mannal  training  "woodwork"  was  held  locally  each  year  18^9-1901.  The 
work  was  sent  to  London  to  oe  examined.  At  the  three  examinations 
21  native  teachers  passed  the  first  year's  ei.imination,  and  12  of  these 
went  on  and  paused  the  final,  thus  gaining  the  teacher's  certificate  granted 
by  the  institute.  These  teitchers  are  bemg  placed  in  char.e  of  manual 
training  centres  as  they  are  eetablisbod.  Four  such  centres  have  reoently 
tMen  o^ned. 

11.  All  the  young  men  under  preparation  to  be  teachers  in  the  primary 
schools  have  now  to  pass  through  the  training  above  specified.  Provision 
is  made  also  for  teachers  who  had  gone  out  from  college  before  this  training 
was  commenced,  to  come  to  Kingston,  and  aecnre  the  benefits  of  a  course  of 
manual  training.  Provision  has  likewise  been  made  for  an  annual  osoembty 
of  old  teachers  for  the  purpose  at  giriiw  them  nome  training  in  agricultural 
and  manual  work.  This  takes  place  at  the  Hico  College  and  the  Agricultural 
Experimeni  Station  near  Kingston.  The  present  is  ihe  third  year  for  this 
annual  assembly.  It  has  done  much  already  to  help  existing  tearhers  who 
passed  through  the  college  before  agricnlture  wat  taught  there  ;  and  they 
are  thereby  snabled  to  understand  eKough  of  the  subject  to  enable  them  to 
teach  it  both  theoretically  and  praetically. 

Special  Scbooia 

12.  As  regards  special  schools  the  following  oan  be  reported  : — 

Efforts  a[  industrial  and  agricultural  training  have  long  been  made,  with 
some  partial  sucoess,  at  the  Boys'  Reformatory  and  Industrial  School,  and 
(he  Girls'  Beformatory  at  Stony  Hill ;  the  Boys'  Industrial  School  at  Hope 
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Oardena ;  the  Girla'  ladnrtml  School  at  Shortwood  ;  the  Belmont  Orphanage 
for  girls ;   and   the   Alpha   Oottago  (Bomaa   Catholic)  Industrial   School. 

FoTtnei  efForts  for  promotine  agricultural  education  have  recently  been 
planned  on  an  extensive  scale  by  Bishop  Oordon  (Roman  Catholic);  and  a 
oommencemeat  has  been  made  towards  their  realisation.  In  reply  to  my 
enquiries,  Bishop  Gordon  has  given  me  information  of  which  the  following 
u  a  summary. 

"  The  work  at  present  is  in  its  tentative  utagQ,  the  reaourccH  available 
being  limited.  The  general  pnrpoae  is  to  train  boys  who  have  no  other 
definite  prospects  in  life.  First  of  all  the^  are  taught  rei.ding,  writing, 
and  arithmeti.:  ;  and  have  aa  much  of  i^ncnltnral  edncation  &'<  can  ba 
obtained  on  a  banana  farm  which  is  located  near  Spanish  Town.  M  oral 
and  religious  training  are  an  essential  part  of  the  plan.  The  children 
here  are  ^oung,  and  have  the  benefit  of  being  onder  the  care  of  the  siaterft 
who  aid  la  the  management  of  the  institntion.  The  cost  of  maintaining 
the  fifty  inmates  ia  met  by  the  labour  of  those  of  them  who  can  work. 

''At  the  ago  of  from  t2to  14  years  it  ia  intended  to  transfer  them  to  & 
pen  in  the  parish  of  St.  Jameti,  where  they  will  be  given  the  opportunity 
of  acgoiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  that  ia  done  on  Jamaica  Pens  ; 
and  the  endeavour  will  be  made  lo  give  tliem  inetruction  in  the  most 
advanced  methods  of  cultivating,  harvesting  and  preparing  for  the 
market.  [Pen  in  Jamaica  means  popularly,  agradng  property  and  place 
for  farming  anii  small  cultivation,  aa  distinct  from  the  large  sngat  or 
coffee  properties.] 

"  The  final  stage  of  the  plan  ia,  their  being  transferred  to  land  which 
has  been  secured  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary.  The^  are  to  work  there  on 
a  co-operative  system,  which,  however,  is  to  give  facilities  for  their 
becoming  proprietors.  The  ultimate  aim  is  to  secure  'the  formation  cd 
a  O-od-fearing,  hard-working,  moral  and  religious,  as  well  as  intelligent 
peasantry,  and  to  establish  family  life,  which  is  the  foundation  of  the 
morality,  strength  and  happiness  of  a  peo{>le.  The  first  stage  is  acoom- 
plished,  the  second  is  struggling  into  existence,  and  the  third  is  not 


begun. 


13.  The  following  projects  have  recently  been  initiated. 

"  (1.)  The  establishnient  of  a  farm  school  nnder  the  control  of  th« 
Government,  and  lar^ly  meeting  the  needs  of  the  better  peasant  class 
whosi  children  will  either  win  schoTarshipa  available  at  this  farm  school 
or  will  pay  about  twelve  ponnds  a  year.  The  plans  for  this  are  in 
shape,  bnt  are  delayed  for  bck  of  funds 

"  (2.)  The  establishment  of  a  special  section  in  connection  with  one 
st  the  prindpul  schools  in  Tere,  for  manual  training,  and  the  teaohing 
of  agriculture.    This  will  probably  come  into  effective  operation  aocn. 

"  (3.)  Under  the  anspioea  of  the  Jamaica  Board  of  Aj(ricnltnre, 
which  i"  an  official  administrative  body,  and  also  of  the  Jamaica  Agri- 
Bultural  Society,  which  is  a  popular  b<My,  joint  efforts  aru  being  DMde 
to  give  theoretical  and  practical  agricultural  instruction  to  admts  and 
young  people  in  numerous  centres  of  the  Island,  by  means  of  conver- 
sational lectures  in  the  field  uith  demonstrations  and  illustrations. 
Two  specially  trained  men  are  thns  working  under  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  and  two  others  with  large  looal  general  experience  are 
gving  partial  services  under  the  direction  of  the  Agricoltural  SocietT- 
The  aim  is  to  popularise  among  the  middle  aged  people  and  the 
younger  folks  who  have  pasbed  out  of  the  schools,  the  newer  teaching 
and  practice  in  all  branches  of  agriculture.  These  leotnres  have  proved 
very  useful,  and  there  is  a  growing  interest  in  them.  They  effectively 
supplement  the  eSorta  mule  in  the  schools  among  the  young." 
el  2811  B  t 
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Advanced  Tbacbino. 

14.  Advancfd  Teaching. — Aa  regards  mote  advanced  teaching  toi  tbe 
middle  and  upper  claMes,  and  for  those  from  the  lower  claaaes,  who  nay 
show  Hpec:al  ability,  there  is  the  Experiment  tjuttion  at:  the  Hupe  Botanicu 
and  Agricultural  Gardens,  witb  a  defined  coor^e  of  instmction  in  the 
laboratory  under  the  highly  qualified  agricultural  chemist.  This  institution 
ie  now  getting  into  active  operation.  It  has  taken  m&ny  years  to  secure 
that  amount  of  popular  interest  and  pnblio  support  necessary  to  create 
it ;  but  it  will,  b^ore  the  dose  uf  this  year,  have  methods  in  operation  for 
giving  (either  free  or  at  an  almost  nominal  chawe)  complete  tedinictU 
Iraining  in  ^rionltural  chemistry  and  other  aubiects  DMiing  on  agriculture. 

Second  ARv  and  Hiohbb  Eddcatioh. 

15.  Secondary  and  Higher  Eduratioii. — Tbe  Jamaica  Collie  heretofore 
called  "The  Jamaica  High  School  and  University  College  is  a  public 
Institution  located  close  to  the  Gxperimiint  Station.  It  is  a  high  class  school 
of  the  ordinary  kind,  giving  facilities  for  teaching  in  arts  up  to  the  standard 
-of  securing  degrees  from  the  University  of  London.  But  it  has  long  aimed 
at  developing  a  scientific  side,  with  special  reference  to  interesting  faoj^s  in 
Agriculture,  and  iu  the  case  of  some  (at  the  later  stagsH  of  their  edncation) 
securing  fot  them  special  agricultural  training  at  the  Experiment  Station 
now  at  Inst  being  established  ;  and  also  to  prepare  some  boya  for  talcing  tbe 
full  technical  course  there.  The  Jamaica  Schouls  Commission  which 
manages  this  Institation.  has  also  close  relations  of  general  supervision  to 
a  number  of  endowed  schools  in  Che  Island,  and  is  endeavouring  to  foster 
-developments  of  scientific  and  practical  teaching  in  all  of  them,  with  a  view 

■    to  the  better  fitting  of  the  more  advanced  section  of  the  conunnnity  for 
higher  technical  training  in  Jamaica  or  elsewhere. 

16.  These  varionH  etforts  for  modifying  tbe  instruction  given  to  the 
^oung  people  of  Jamaica,  of  all  clashes,  are  now  passing  oat  of  the 
«ontrorerBial  and  tentative  stage  into  the  practical  and  effwtive.  There 
are  still  some  persons  who  condemn  the  education  being  given  ;  but  tbeee 
Are  chiefly  persons  who  aro  not  aware  uf  what  has  been  done  to  modify  the 
system  in  all  schc>ols  uiid  in  all  grades  of  education  during  the  last  three  or 
fonr  yaar4  ;  or  else  they  are  per-^onH  who  think  it  pos-iltJe  to  teach  nothing 
but  trades  nnd  fanning  in  schools.  The  endeavour  is  being  made  to  secure 
thorough  development  of  the  intell^nce  of  the  children  generallv.  with 
special  stress  upon  those  parts  of  ordinary  book  learning  that  are  likely  to 
be  of  most  use  to  working  folks  :  and  to  add  those  mental  and  practical 
preparations  which  are  po^ble  to  be  giveu  in  ordinary  schools  whereby 
mental  tastes  and  physical  aptitudes  will  be  developcil,  and  an  interest 
created  in  the  subjects  which  the  pupils  have  to  take  up  and  work  at  later 
on.  It  will  be  a  more  wholesoiqe  iraining  than  the  mere  book  leamiog  of 
the  past  ;  and  there  is  ooly  one  reason  why  the  actual  attainmems  in 
book  learning  should  not  be  better  than  heretofore.  That  reason  is  the 
nnfortunate  restrictioa,  at  present,  of  educational  ndvantages  f;enerally 
through  lack  of  public  resources  •  •  •  o  The  arrangements  for 
making  the  teaching  good  and  practical  are  beinr  mntored  as  fast  as  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect.  But  the  number  of  schools  Las  been  reduced,  so  that 
&cilitiee  for  wxy  attendance  in  country  districts  are  less  ;  the  number  of 

Cra  during  which  children  may  attend  the  fcbook  at  public  expense  has 
n  reduced  :  but  there  is  no  compulsion,  so  that  the  attendance  is  casual 
and  limited.  This  must  bo  altered,  or  the  advantages  of  the  better  methods 
will  bo  lost  to  Jamaica  because  of  the  comparatively  small  number  of 
children  getting  the  full  benefit  of  them." 

222.  I  have  thought  it  useful  to  iaclude  the  whole  of  &b 
iareffiimg  rather  lengthy  Bummary  in.  thia  Beport  m  view  of  the 
veiy  ^reat  importanoe  which  mnBt  be  attached,  in  the  economy 
cf  this  Colony,  to  the  aims  and  attempts  therein  recorded.  I 
Jiave  already  dealt  with  kindred  eduoatutnal  efforts  in  reporting 
«Q  the  Agricnltar»l  !D«partmeiit 
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Erprnditure. 
223.  The  total  amouats  ^pcmu-n  on  ^^ducation  in  1901-1902 
uid  1&00-1801,  re8];»ectiTe^,  were  as  below:  — 


For  Etattentary  Education. 

1901-02 

1900-01 

Grante  to  ElemoQtaiT  School  Teachers 

Building  Granta         

AdminiBtratioQ  inBpectors 

Grants  to  Training  Collw«           

Agricultural  Conraes  for  TeaoLera 

Board  of  Edacation  and  Printing 

42.936 

179 

4,91'J 

1,204 

2,431 

258 

140 

42,482 

375 

5,222. 

1:204 

2.660 

95 

115- 

Total 

51,967 

52.163 

For  Becondary  MucatioD. 

1901-02 

1901-01 

Jamaioa  CoUeae        

Scholarehipe 

6,244 
1,060 

l,16ti 
200 

5,244 
1.300 
1.107 
200 

Total 

7,660 

7,ft61 

224.  TluB  aunmuuy  shows  that  the  School  Tax  provides,  as 
mentioiied  above,  for  about  one-iourth  of  the  amount  of  {grants 
to  schools,  and  about  ooe-fifth  of  the  total  amount  spent  for 
elementary  education. 

225.  I  wish  to  mention  a  veiy  promising  movement  that  haa 
been  taking  shape  in  the  course  of  the  year,  dependent  entirely 
on  the  voluntary  effort  and  gratuitous  public  spirit  of  those  who 
have  been  aetive  in  it.  At  the  sugg^tion  of  the  Senior  Sob- 
Inspector  of  Schools,  and  in  co-operation  with  school  managers 
and  teachers,  public  educational  meetings  have  been  held  in 
several  localities  in  Manchester.  One  purpose  has  been  to  im- 
press upon  parents  the  duly  and  the  great  importance  of  sending 
their  children  to  school  regularly  and  punctually  until  the  limit 
of  school  age  is  reached.  For  the  children  above  school  age 
plans  have  been  set  forth  for  continuing  their  education  under 
the  supervision  and  guidance  of  teachers,  and  such  aid  as  can 
be  given  by  ministers  of  religion  and  tteir  wives  and  others 
interested  in  the  educational  welfaire  of  the  people.  As  the 
outcome  of  this  movement,  which  has  just  Begun,  improvement 
classes  have  been  organised  at  five  centres,  some  for  the  boys 
and  young  men  and  others  for  the  girls  and  young  women — 
the  latter  receiving  practical  instruction  in  domestic  economy. 
These  classes  are  arranged  for  a  six  mosths*  coune.  Educa- 
tional committees  barve  been  appointed  in  the  several  school' 
districts  to  make  gen««l   arrangementfl  for  t3ie  improvement: 
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olasaes  and  to  act  u  Yolnntary  Scliool  Attendance  Conuoitteea 
to  secoie  a  more  regular  attendance  of  flie  diildren  in  the  sohooU. 
Some  parents  among  tlioee  who  are  in  highest  repnte  in  the 
community  have  ohosea  to  act  with  managers  and  teachers  as 
the  Educational  Committee  in  their  district,  and  are  taking  pait 
in  the  work  with  earnest  and  intelligent  interest.  The  formation 
of  book-clubs,  in  small  groups  of  four  or  six  among  the  young 
men  and  young  women,  has  been  b^un,  and  it  is  expected  that 
tiuB  feature  of  the  work  wiU  be  of  special  value  and  will  be 
an  important  auxiliary  to  the  school  libraries  existing  in  the 
same  districta. 

Teainimg  op  Elbmentabt  School  Teachers. 

Short  wood  Collie. 
33€.  SufBcient  reference  has,  perhaps  been  made  already  to 
the  Training  Colleges  amd  the  Manual  Training  School.  With 
regard  to  Sbortwood  Training  Collie  for  Female  El^nentary 
School  Teachers,  which  is  managed  by  a  Board  of  (Jovemors 
appointed  1^  the  Governor,  and  which  receives  a  gramt  of 
£1,200  a  year,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  there  were  tbirty 
students  in  training  during  the  year,  all  of  whom  presented 
themselves  for  the  Camlnidge  Local  Examination.  Twenty- 
three  passed,  three  with  Hononrs. 

Examination  of  Teacliers. 
227.  The  usual  examination  of  Tnuning  Colleges  and  teachers 
was  held  in  December,  1901,  with  reeolta  as  shown  below :  — 


College. 

1 

1 

1 

1^ 

¥ 

ll 

ft- 

E 

s 

s 

tH 

First  year  atudanta— 

24 

21 

6 

6 

7 

2 

8 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Shortwood      

12 

12 

1 

1 

2 

8 

Betblebem      

7 

6 

4 

2 

St.  Josephs'     

4 

4 

4 

Second  year  stndentB— 

Mioo  Btndenta,  Jamaica 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Mico  FtudentB,  Antigaa 

3 

3 

1 

2 

Sbortwood      

10 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Bethlohem      

5 

4 

1 

3 

St.  Josephs     

2 

2 

1 

1 

Third  year  itDdents— 

Mico,  Jamaica  ntudects 

30 

26 

8 

7 

7 

3 

Shortwood      

8 

4 

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

1 

3 

8t.  Josephs     

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total        

121 

99 

18 

25 

32 

24 

Toachew 

13 

6 

_ 

_ 

1 

6 

Teachers  for  pecmsneat  registra- 

11 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

tion. 
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22S.  On  ihete  result*  tlie  Superintoading  Inspector  of  Schools 
awkee  the  following  obserratioiu ; — 

"  Tlie  percentage  of  passes  amongst  studeiitB  haa  again  slightly 
fallen  from  854  to  81"8,  The  worst  results  were  shown  in  the 
second  year,  the  students  in  which  for  some  TEasons  have  not 
been  quite  up  to  the  average  standard  from  the  time  they  were 
admitted.  The  number  of  teachers  presented  and  the  percentage 
of  passes  show  also  a  decrease.  The  results  of  the  esaminatioB 
of  teachers  for  permanent  registration  are  still  unsatisfactory, 
and  I  fear  they  will  continue  to  be  so.  Self-training,  even  in 
elementary  branches  of  knowledge,  is  by  maiiy  in  Jamaica  con- 
sidered an  impossibility,  and  consequenlJy  is  oflea  not  attempted. 
Modem  text  books  are  prepared  with  such  immense  care  that  no 
possible  difficulty  on  the  jmrt  of  the  learner  shall  be  over-looked 
that  the  instmctjon  to  he  derived  from  them  is  far  better  and 
easier  than  nine-ten-tiis  of  the  oral  instruction  available  in 
Jamaica,  and  the  great  aim  of  all  teaohera  should  be  to  make 
their  pupils  fond  of  reading  and  capable  of  puraning  their 
studies  hy  themselves.  Some  of  "Uie  best  work  in  England  is 
done  by  soUtaiy  students,  bat  when  a  student  in  Jamaica  is 
called  upon  to  reach  a  certain  standu^l  of  attainment  to  qualify 
himself  for  a  professional  career,  whether  as  land  surveyor, 
teacher  or  what  not,  the  reply  often  received  is,  '  It  is  impos- 
sible ;  there  is  no  one  in  my  neighbourhod  who  can  teach  me.' " 


Pupil   Teacfierx. 

229.  The  following  are  the  results  of  the  examination  of  pupil 
teachMB  held  in  Ju&,  1901:  — 


Year. 

Pnpil  ToBchoiB. 

Volunteer  Caudidateo. 

i.  1   2. 

3.  1    4.    Total 

1. 

2.      3.  j    4.  1  T-)!*!. 

1        1        1 

Presented     

Pawed          

117 
22 

19 

70 
44 

67,    75 
31      51 

3[9 
148 

304 
49 

94       5 
37     16 

UU      597 
67  [    169 

Per  cent. 

68 

54 

6ft 

46 

16 

39     25 

60'      2S 

230.  '*  These  results,"  the  Superintending  Inspector  of  Schools 
observes,  "  can  not  be  called  satisfactory,  and  indicate  the  need 
for  far  more  careful  preparation  of  the  candidates  for  examina- 
tion. ]!To  teacher  in  the  Island  should  send  up  a  candidate,  as 
some  did  on  this  occasion,  who  cannot  even  transcribe  a  headUne 
for  a  writing  copy  correctly." 
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aecUioH  of  Code. 

231.  During  the  year  the  Education  Code  was  revised  and 
fbnended  in  certain  respects  affecting  the  allotmentB  of  grants. 
The  revised  Code  only  came  into  force  on  the  Ist  May  last, 
one  month  aft«r  the  termination  of  the  year  under  review.  It 
may  be  well,  however,  to  indicate  briefly  the  effect  of  the  most 
important  modifications. 

232.  Under  the  old  Code  (in  force  during  the  whole  of  the  year 
1901-1902)  a  school  with  an  average  attendance  of  over  80  and 
under  150  could  have  one  additional  woman  teacher  (or,  in  a 
very  few  exceptional  casee,  two).  The  additional  woman  teacher's 
aalary  {i.e.,  the  grant  available  for  paying  it)  was  fixed  at  £20 
a  year.  Many  additional  women  teachers  are  highly  qualified, 
registered,  and  even  in  some  cases  certificated  t^icherB,  others 
were  novices  with  no  training  and  slight  qualification,  but  the 
salary  was  uniform  for  all.  Under  ^e  new  Code  the  amount 
available  for  the  payment  of  assistants  will  vary  with  the  size 
of  the  school,  from  i£6  for  a  school  of  80  to  j£48  for  a  school  of 
150.  Managers  aire  left  free  to  make  the  best  arrangements  they 
can  for  staffing  their  schools  with  the  means  at  their  disposal, 
*.g.,  with  an  average  of  80  it  will  be  hardly  possible  in  most 
cases  to  do  more  than  secure  a  pupil  teacher  (the  special  grants 
for  whom  are  abolished)  with  an  aiverage  of  120,  and  a  grant 
under  Article  114  of  £30,  either  a  superior  assistant  at  £30  or 
a  less  highly  qualified  aBsistant  at  £24  and  a  pupil  teacher  at  £6 
may  be  employed,  whilst  the  £48  available  to  a  school  with  an 
average  of  IBO  may  be  laid  out  in  a  number  of  different  ways 
according  to  the  special  circumstances  of  the  school.  Managers 
of  the  larger  schools  with  a  considerable  sum  at  their  disposal 
will  be  able  to  secure,  and  pay  well  for,  the  services  of  highly 
qualified  assistants ;  managers  with  less  will  have  to  be  satisfied 
with  assistants  of  lower  qualifications  or  may  even  in  some  in- 
stances find  it  expedient  to  spend  the  whole  of  the  sum  at  their 
disposal  in  providing  assistance  during  those  months  of  the 
year  only  during  which  the  attendance  is  higheat.  In  all  cases 
th^  will  go  into  the  teaching  market  and  secure  the  best  that 
can  be  got  for  their  money.  On  the  other  hand  the  Govern- 
ment win  be  paying  a  d^nite  sum  for  the  teaching  of  each 
additional  scholar,  a  plan  which  is  logic^,  and  mabes  something 
like  reliable  estimates  for  the  first  time  possible.  The  "un- 
recognised asBiErtants  "  who  have  been  allowed  during  the  past 
year  or  two  will  cease  to  form  a  separate  class.  There  will  be 
no  limitation  to  the  st^  thsit  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  Depart- 
ment BO  long  as  it  can  be  provided  with  the  grant  available,  bat 
each  member  of  it  must  have  some  qualifications. 

233.  In  order,  however,  that  managers  may  lay  out  their 
BMmey  to  the  best  advantage  th^  must  clearly  know  how  much 
in  at  their  disposal.  Hitherto  the  grant  for  each  school  year 
has  been  determined  at  ihe  end  of  it,  and  if  this  lystem  had 
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continued  the  managemeot  would  have  had  nothing  definite 
ta  ofEei  to  an  aeBietant  or  pupil  teacher.  It  is  clear  that  a 
manager  would  secure  a  better  aasietant  if  he  oould  offer  him 
a  fixed  and  definite  salary  for  the  year  of  ^30  than  if  it  were 
(iiiything  between  £lb  and  £45,  not  to  be  determined  until 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  further  change  has,  therefore,  been 
made  of  making  the  grant  for  a  year  dependent  on  the  results 
of  the  examination  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  so  that  each 
manager  will  see  clearly  a  year  ahead  at  all  evente,  and  can 
make  fixed  and  definite  arrangements  with  the  atafE  for  that 
year.  The  new  Articles  necesutate  the  rerisioa  of  the  financial 
arrangements  with  the  staff  at  each  inspection. 

234.  Another  change  in  the  Code  a£ects  the  teachers'  special 
grants  on  certificates.  These  grauta  have  hitherto  been  nothing 
when  the  marks  were  under  43,  £b  for  marks  from  42  to  66, 
and  £10  for  marks  over  56.  The  anomaly  therefore  existed  that 
a  teacher  who  raised  the  marks  of  his  school  from  42  to  55 
gained  nothing  in  his  specif  grant,  whilst  a  rise  from  41  to 
42  marks  or  from  65  to  56  meant  a  gwi  of  £b  to  the  teacher. 
The  special  grant  now  rises  in  exact  proportion  to  the  number 
of  marks  above  40,  so  that  every  gain  of  one  mark  has  a  definite 
value. 


(B.)  Secondart  Education. 
Table  X. 

235.  A  table  is  appended  showing  the  number  of  scholars 
in  the  Secondary  and  other  endowed  schools  of  the  Island  and 
the  results  obtained  in  the  Cambridge  Local  Examinations 
daring  the  year. 

236.  The  work  of  the  Endowed  Secondary  Schools  throughout 
the  Islsiid  is  tested  annually  under  tiie  Caimbridge  Local  Ex- 
amination scheme. 

Creditable  record  for  the  Year, 

237.  The  results  of  the  examination  held  in  December,  1901, 
were  generally  satisfactory,  and  very  creditable  in  the  case  of 
the  Jamaica  High  School,  Wolmers'  School  for  Oirls,  and  the 
Schools  of  the  Munro  and  Dickenson  Trust  at  Fotsd&m  and 
Hampton.  Mr.  K.  W.  Dodd,  of  the  Potsdam  School,  was  awarded 
the  Jamaica  Scholarship  as  the  result  of  this  examination.  He  - 
achieved  the  highest  record  for  Jamaica  in  distinctions  in  «ght 
eubjects,  namely,  Beligious  knowledge,  Greek,  English,  Latin, 
French,  German,  Mathematics,  and  Applied  Mathematics.  The 
prize  of  £12  offered  'by  the  Syndicate  at  Cambridge  for  the  best 
senior  boy  was  also  awarded  to  Mr.  Dodd. 
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Hifih  School S,c. 

238.  TJniTerBi^  College,  attached  to  the  Jamaica  High  School, 
continneB  to  provide  faciUties  for  local  study  for  degrees  in 
Arts  and  Srience  at  the  London  University.  Provision  is  also 
offered  at  this  Institution  for  the  practical  training  of  scholars 
in  agricultural  science  at  tlie  Qovemment  Botanic  Oarden  and 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  adjoining  the  school  premises. 
The  Government  Agricultural  Lecturer,  Mr.  Buttenshaw,  con- 
tinued to  give  instruction  to  the  boys  of  the  High  School  and 
to  give  lectures  at  Univemity  College  open  to  other  students. 


Janiaic  t  CnUet/e. 

239.  The  name  "  Jamaica  High  School  and  Universify 
College"  has  been  changed  to  "Jamaica  College  "  with  a  view 
to  marking  the  unity  of  mon^ement  of  the  Institution  and  of 
the  work  done  by  it,  and  its  identity  of  character  with  other 
inttitutions  doing  similar  work  in  the  West  Indies. 

240.  Scholars  at  Wolmers'  GKrls  School  were  presented  for 
the  examinatijns  of  the  Royal  Drawing  Society.  In  Divigion  II. 
four  candidates  were  presented  for  Honours,  of  whom  three  gained 
Honoun  and  ^he  fourth  passed.  Thirty-six  entered  for  Uie  Paes 
Division,  of  whom  25  passed.  In  Division  I.  97  entered  and 
76  passed,  39  with  Honours.  One  candidate  for  the  History 
group  of  the  Cambridge  Senior  Local  Examination  gained  a 
First  Class  Certificate  and  distinction  in  English  History  and 
for  Languages  and  Mathematics  a  full  Honours  Certificate. 
Another  student  gained  a  Eirst  Class  in  the  Language  group  and 
a  Second  Class  for  Mathematics,  and  a  distinction  in  Arithmetic. 
The  some  girl  had  already  gained  Honours  in  the  Cambridge 
Senior  Local,  and  on  the  joint  results  has  gained  a  full  Honours 
Certificate  in  {he  higher  local  examination. 

241.  A  new  scheme  has  been  adopted  for  the  Titchfiold  School, 
(Port  Antonio)  which  provides  separate  governing  bodies  for  the 
management  of  the  Tnist  property  rad  of  the  school. 

243.  Arrangements  are  being  made  with  a  view  to  providing 
for  manual  and  agricultural  instmction  at  a  school  at  Alley,  in 
Lower  Clarendon,  connected  with  the  Vere  Trust 

243  The  results  in  the  examinations  of  the  University  of 
'  Londun  during  the  year  have  been  as  follows :  three  candidates 
sat  for  tile  Matriculation  Examination  in  June,  one  passed  in 
the  First  Division.  Two  sat  for  the  Intermediate  Examination 
in  Arts  in  Jnly,  one,  who  entered  for  Honours,  woa  reocanmended 
for  a  pass.  Two  candidates  entered  for  the  Matriculation  in 
January,  both  passed  in  ihe  First  Division. 
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SecoiidtiTi/  Schoolf  Manter/it  Bay, 

244.  The  scholars  numbered  34  as  Bgainst  29  in  the  previonB 
year.     The  increaee  is  attributable  to  a  reduction  of  the  fees. 

246.  In  addition  to  the  above-nientioned  schools  and  colleges 
there  are  the  Mice,  Sbartwood,  St.  Josephs'  and  Bethlehem 
Training  Colleges  for  Teachers  which  are  aided  by  Goveraraent 
grants ;  the  Manual  Training  School,  Kingston ;  and  numerous 
piiTat6  schools,  many  of  them  furnishing  a  fair  basis  of  educa- 
tion. A  list  of  these  schools  is  contained  in  the  Blue  Book 
return  on  EducatioD. 

(C.)  Industbial  and  Rbfobmatokt  Schoolb. 
Sttmy  Hill  Reformatory, 

246.  The  GK)Temment  Beformatoiy  at  Stony  "BJlV  for  Boys  and 
Girls  is  administered  in  combination  with  an  Industrial  School 
for  Boys.  The  numbers,  admissions  during  the  year,  &c.,  were 
as  follows :  — 


t 
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1 

3 

-a 

1 

r 

B«formiitury  boys 

Indastriftl  school  bojs 

100 

17 

20 

1 

% 

49 

7 

12 

1 

43 

149 

24 

32 

2 

139 

Beformatoiy  girls 

-     15 

6 

20 

Total        ...  -      ... 

IM 

30 

33 

2 

159 

247.  The  boys  are  employed  under  qualified  tradesmen  in 
carp^itering,  smiths'  worl^  tailoring,  masons'  work,  loicklaying, 
cooking  and  baking,  and  in  garden  and  field  coltiTatioa.  The 
girls  wash  aU  the  clothing  and  bedding  of  the  Institution,  make 
clothing,  and  clean  their  own  premises.  The  boys  did  work 
valued  at  £1,013  Oj.  6d.,  oi  which  £373  3*.  2d.  was  paid  for  in 
cash  1^  customers  for  their  labour  and  produce,  and  the  balance, 
£639  17j.  id.,  was  the  value  of  repairs  and  other  work  done  for 
the  Institution  and  of  produce  consumed  there.  The  giris  did 
■wmk  valued  at  £189  li.  4(1.,  earning  £1  8*.  3(2.  in  cash. 

248.  Special  attention  hsa  been  paid  to  agricultural  work. 
Experiments  have  been  carried  out  onder  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture.  The  coffee  produced  has  been  carefully 
cured  and  36  barrels  shipped  to  England  (with  one  barrel  of 
cocoa)  realised  (after  the  close  of  the  year)  £64  19*.  id.,  which 
must  be  added  to  the  earnings  of  <the  Instituiion  already  recorded. 
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942.  The  Idllowing  sommaiy  shows  the  priacipal  particulars 
regarding  the  other  Industrial  Schools  of  the  Colon;  during  the 
last  financial  year  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year :  — 


~ 

Hope. 

Shortwood. 

Alpha  Cottage. 

Belmont. 

Under  cootrol  of 

.  — 

Govern- 
ment, with 
board  of 
visitors 

(advisory). 

1 
Govern-    | 

visitors             Chureh. 
(ad.isory).! 

Church  of 
England. 

Inmates:— 
3lBt  Miicch,  1!101... 
Slat  March,  1902... 

Good 

Girls. 
30 

aa 

Fairlj-good 

Boys.        Girls. 

38      1      33 
33            26 

Girls. 
10 
13 

Health          

ExceUenf 

Noq«(nal 
Beport 

260.  The  VBoal  routine  work  at  the  several  iustitutioDs  hfw 
been  maintained  dnring  the  year,  the  boys  for  the  moat  part 
being  employed  in  field  work  and  other  oatdoor  labour,  the 
girls  being  engaged  in  cooMng,  sewing,  and  laundry  work. 

251.  Alpha  Cottage  again  obtained  a  First  Claas  at  the  annual 
inspection  of  the  schools,  and  the  Inspector  of  Schools  who 
examined  at  Hope  reported  that  on  the  whole  the  work  of  the 
school  had  stmck  him  more  favoiirably  than  it  had  done  for 
some  years  past  and  that  he  hoped  for  further  improvement. 


v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

(A,;  Hospitals. 
(1.)  Public  Hospital,  Kingston. 

252.  The  Public  Medical  and  Hospital  Service  of  the  Island 
is  under  the  direction  <rf  Depuly  Surgeon-Oeneral  (retired.) 
C.  B.  MoBse,  C.'B.,  C.M.O.,  Superintending  Medical  Officer. 

263.  The  principal  Government  Medical  Institution  is  the 
PuUto  Hospital  at  Kingston.  The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  a 
Senior  Medical  Officer  and  two  Resident  Officers,  with  two 
Supwnnmerary  Medical  officers  attached  for  duty,  who  are 
available  for  outside  duty  in  cases  of  emergency.  The  nxunber 
of  the  cases  treated  (3,729)   in  this  hospital  during  the  year 
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1901-I9(^  was  the  higheBt  recorded.  Tte  daily  average  number 
of  beds  occupied  waa  207  against  201  during  the  preceding  year ; 
4,255  applieationB  for  admission  were  refused;  7,929  persons 
were  asaiftted  as  out-patients,  an  increase  of  nearly  2,000  ovar 
last  year.  There  were  241  deaths,  an  average  of  6-46  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  as  against  268,  an  average  of  821,  in  the  previous 
year.  This  death-rate,  the  lowest  recorded  for  many  years,  must 
be  considered  as  extremely  satisfactory  when  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  B  great  number  of  caws  are  admitted  in  an  almost  moribund 
condition  and  others  suffering  from  advanced  disease.  Seventy 
per  cenl  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  72  hours  of  admission. 

Principal  diteanes  treated. 

264.  Malarial  fever  contributed  the  greatest  number  of  cases, 
226,  with  18  deaths.  There  were  70  cases  of  tuberculosis,  with 
32  deaths,  and  28  of  enteric  fever,  witl  12  deaths.  2,789  patients 
were  discharged  as  cured ;  347  as  relieved ;  ■  166  as  not  relieved ; 
and  196  remained  in  the  hospital  at  the  dose  of  the  year. 

265.  There  were  1,107  operations  performed,  attended  by  a 
mortality  of  16,  or  144  per  cent.  The  excellence  of  the  nursing 
and  sanitary  airan^mentd  is  attested  by  these  figures  and  by 
the  entire  absence  of  hospital  disease. 

266.  The  Superintending  Medical  Officer  is  well  satisfied  witti 
the  record  and  results  of  the  year,  which  I  consider  deserves 
appreciative  public  acknowledgment.  The  buUdings  and  accom- 
modation of  the  fenmLe  wards  may  not  be  in  adQ  respects  so 
good  as  might  be  desired,  but  the  devotion  and  abili^  of  the 
staff  supply  compensation  for  such  deficiencies,  and  the  result 
is  a  very  well-condacted  and  valuable  Public  Institution  adminis- 
tered at  a  low  rate  of  espenditure. 

257.  The  average  cost  of  each  patient  waa  at  the  rate  lA 
£^Q  4j.  9(2.  per  annum,  or  1«.  ll|(j.  per  diem.  The  average  cost 
of  each  case  was  £2  Qt.  3(2.  These  figures  show  an  economy 
over  the  eoet  of  last  year.  The  total  expenditure,  not  includii^ 
repairs  to  buildings,  waa  £7,501  12^.  8(f.  against  £7,479  173.  Id., 
although  the  number  of  in-patients  rose  from  3,142  to  3,739, 
and  of  out-patients  from  5,935  to  7,929. 

(2.)  Maternity  Hospital,  Kingston. 

258.  The  Victoria  Jubilee  Lying-in  Hosintal  is  conducted  by 
>  matron,  with  assistants  and  pupil-nurses  attached  for  training. 
The  Medical  Officer  is  also  surgeon  to  the  Gleneral  Penitentiary. 

269.  The  admissions  daring  the  year  numb^ed  785,  tho 
highest  since  the  hospital  waa  opened,  and  303  more  than  last 
year.  This  increased  demand  on  the  Instittftion  severely  taxed 
its  capacity  and  the  enei^ies  of  the  staff.  There  were,  however, 
only  seven  deaths  among  the  patients — ^four  of  these  wer^  a<i- 
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mitted  in  a  dying  condition.  Nine^-nine  operations  wexe  per- 
formed. Eight  pupil-noTBee  completed  the  course  of  training 
and  12  entered.  The  nett  total  expenditure  was  actually  leaa 
than  last  yea>r,  the  average  cost  per  inmate  was  at  the  rate  of 
£27  18j.  bd.  per  annum  against  £39  18s.  id.,  and  the  average 
iotal  cost  of  each  case  £1  3i.  2d.  against  £1  18j.  lOd. 

260.  This  is  in  all  respects  an  admirably  conducted  hospital, 
most  oreditahle  to  the  Katron  and  her  assistants,  and  to  the 
Medical  Officer.  The  demands  on  ita  accommodation  during  the 
year  were  excessive ;  such  over-pressure  must  tend  to  diminish 
ita  importance  as  a  training  instttutioD  for  nurses  for  the  benefit 
ol  the  whole  Island,  and  it  has  become  necessary  to  place  more 
restrictions  on  admissions.  Whilst  valuable  aid  is  rendered  to 
mamy  respectable  mothers,  it  is  unfortunate  that  so  much  of 
tiie  demand  arises  from  among  the  lowest  and  loosest  order  of 
young  women  and  girls  of  Kingston,  and  that  a  lar^e  proportion 
of  the  fortoitoua  progeny  so  carefully  ushered  into  the  world 
are  bom  with  impaired  constitutions  and  enjoy  little  chance  of 
proper  nurture  sifter  they  leave  the  hospitaL 

(3.)  Pultlic  General  Hospitals. 

261.  In  addition  to  the  Public  Hospital  at  Kingston,  there  are 
19  Public  General  Hospitals  distributed  over  the  Island  onder 
charge  of  Ihe  District  Medical  Officers  in  which,  during  the  year 
1901-1903  10,842  persons  were  treated,  classified  as  below.  The 
figures  for  the  last  year  are  also  shown  for  comparison :  — 


— 

1901-02. 

1900-01. 

Ordinary  cases  (free)      

Indian  immigrants           

Prapers      

SSbKr"  :::    :::    :::    :::    ::: 

Prisoners 

4,146 

6,798 

164 

162 

576 

6 

3,132 

8,367 

8,267 

136 

553 

Total      

10,842 

12,115 

262.  There  were  273  deaths  in  these  hoapitala,  a  rate  of  2^ 
per  cent  1,177  operations  were  performed,  attended  by  two 
deatiis,  a  mortality  rate  of  '17  per  cent.  Out-door  patients  were 
treated  as  below; — 

13,341 


Ordinary  caies  (free) 
TTiiTift.fl  immigrants  ... 
Constable*    ... 

Prisoners      

Parochial  midwifery  cases. 


1,439 
1,931 

2,786 
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Principal  discasfs  treated, 

263.  The  moet  prevalent  diBeasea  treated  in  these  hospitals 
were  malarial  fevers  (4,530  cases),  skin  disease  (1,303),  di^^estive 
(472),  rheumatic  (369),  respiratory  (299),  and  syphilitic  (266). 
The  diminution  in  the  proportion  of  Indian  Immigrant  cases  to 
the  lezf^  number  to  which  attention  was  called  in  the  last 
year's  Blae  Book  Report  is  noticeable.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  may  indicate  betW  acclimatisation  of  the  latest  batches  of 
immigrants.  The  most  frequented  hospitals  vere  those  at 
Annatto  Bay  (2,136  admiBsiona),  Lionel  Town  (1,786),  Port 
Antonio  (1,308),  Fort  Maria  (929),  Spanish  Town  (830),  Hordley 
(592),  and  BuA  Bay  (543). 

The  high  numbers  in  all  of  these  (except  perhaps  Spanish 
Town)  were  greatly  swelled  by  Indian  immigrants. 

264.  The  valuie  of  the  woric  donie  by  these  hospitals  in 
relieving  suffering  and  in  checking  the  spread  of  diseaee  is 
very  great,  and  would  be  far  greater  were  cases  sent  in  to  them 
in  earlier  stages  of  iUness.  The  treaitment  in  them  of  skin 
diseases  and  ulcers,  to  which  West  Indian  populations  are  very 
subject,  and  which  yield  readily  to  early  attention  but  which 
if  neglected,  cripple  the  patient,  is,  I  think,  showing  a  marked 
impression  on  the  prevalence  of  these  affections. 

266.  The  total  nett  expenditure  on  these  19  hospitals  (not 
incltiding  tEe  maintenance  of  the  buildings  or  the  salaries  of 
tie  District  Medical  OfScers  who  supervise  and  practise  in  them) 
was  £7,930.  A  dispensary  is  also  maintained  at  Glengoffe, 
tbe  nett  cost  of  which  during  the  year  was  £86.  From  personal 
inspection  of  most  of  them  I  am  able  to  bear  witness^  to  the 
general  excellence  of  the  administration  of  these  institations  by 
the  oflBoers  immediately  responsible  and  their  eflectnal  super- 
vision by  the  Superintending  Medical  Officer. 


(B.)    ASTLDMS. 

(1.)  Lunatic  Aiylum. 

266.  Staff— one  Medical  Superintendent  and  two  Resident 
Medical  Officers. 

267.  There  were  868  patients  in  the  Lunadc  Asylum  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  m  at  its  clc«e,-^23  males  and  440 
females,  99  males  and  83  females  were  admitted  durmg  the  year, 
making  1,050  patients  under  treatment,  or  31  more  than  last  yew. 
109  patients  were  discharged  and  78  died.  The  net  eipen^- 
ture  OT  the  institution  was  £14,213,  the  daily  average  number 
of  patients  863,  the  siverage  annual  cost  of  each  patient 
£\i7».  bd.  and  the  average  daily  cost  10-83^.,  tl*^  «»?«  " 
during  the  last  two  years.     A  oonrae  of  leciures  was  delivered 
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daiiog  t^e  year  I^  the  Junior  Besideut  Medical  Officer  to  the 
attendants  and  nurses  on  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  insane, 
irhich  proved  both  popular  and  beneficial. 

Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

268.  A  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  was  due  to  pulmonary 
diseases  whidL  are  in  part  attributed  hy  the  medical  staff  to 
the  crowded  state  of  some  of  the  wards.  The  necessity  for 
financial  economy  has  hitherto  made  it  imposeible  to  occupy 
the  new  buildings,  the  construction  of  which  was  almost  com- 
pleted three  years  ago,  but  arrangements  have  now  been  made 
for  equipping  and  utilising  one  of  the  new  wards  so  as  to 
relieve  the  existing  pressore  on  the  male  quarters  of  the  Asylum. 

(2.)  Lepers^  Hume. 

269.  The  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Lepers'  Home  at 
Spanish  Town  is  also  surgeon  to  the  Spanish  Town  Public 
Hospital. 

270.  The  excellent  record  of  this  Institution  has  been  well 
maintained  during  the  year.  The  Medical  Superintendent 
reports  well  of  the  conduct  of  the  patients  and  achnowledgea 
the  continued  kindness  and  assistance  of  visitors  and  clergy. 
The  school  has  been  efficiently  conducted,  and  the  cultivation 
of  the  land  taken  in  a  few  years  ago  continues  to  be  of  interest 
KaA  profit  to  the  inmates. 

271.  The  number  of  admissions  has  been  smaller  than  in  any 
year  since  the  Home  was  opened  in  1879.  Nine  were  registered, 
including  two  re-admissions,  none  of  them,  recent  cases.  The 
Medical  Attendant  reports  that  leprosy  is  certainly  becoming 
rarer  in  Jamaica,  and  is  of  opinion  that,  if  it  were  Etdded  to  the 
Mshedule  of  diseases  to  be  compulsorily  notified,  the  District 
Medical  Officers  could  in  their  several  districts  prescribe  such 
simple  sanitary  measures  as  would  in  a  short  time  completely 
eradicate  the  disease  from  the  Island.  I  am  taking  steps  to 
pursue  this  suggestion.  The  death-rate  was  11'4  per  cent,  of 
the  tobil.  Of  14  deatiis  frran  leprosy,  6  were  accelerated  by 
chronic  Kdnerr  disease  and  4  by  chronic  diarrhcea. 

Intercurrent  Diseases. 

272.  Certain  interciUTest  diseases  specially  mantfested,  vis., 
neuritis,  inflammation  of  the  eye  and  nose,  dyspepsia,  diarrhcea 
and  kidney  disease.  Dr.  Neish  reports  to  be  specially  incidental 
to  leprosy.  He  las  no  doubt  that  anaesthetic  leprosy  is  a 
specific  peripheral  neuritis;  the  diseases  of  the  eye  and  nose 
are  set  up  by  an  iavasion  of  the  tissues  of  those  organs  by  the 
Upra  haciUus.  Ilie  diseams  tsS.  digestion  he  reports  to  be  due 
partly  to  the  very  liberal  acale  of  diet,  partly  to  ulceration 
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of  the  intestines  by  the  disesBe.  Chronic  inflammation  of  the 
kidneys  he  attribntes  occasionally  to  the  invasion  of  the  kidney 
by  leprosy,  bat  more  commonly  to  trophic  changes  in  the  organ 
as  a  symptom  of  neuritis — it  being  especially  marked  in  cases  of 
anaesthetic  leproEiy. 

(C.)  PooB  Houses  axd  Poor  Belief. 
AdminufratioM  of  Boor  Law. 

273.  Poor  relief  in  this  Island  is  administered  by  the  various 
Parochial  Boards  under  the  general  control  of  a  Board  of 
Supervision.  It  ia  based  on  the  principle  that  any  destitute 
person  unable  to  work  and  earn  the  means  of  subsistence  ia 
entitled  to  reKof.  The  giving  of  relief  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Parochial  Boards  with  a  right  of  appeal,  in  coses  of  refusal 
of  or  of  inadequate  relief,  to  the  Board  of  Supervision. 

274.  Tables  XI.  and  XII.  annexed  furnish  particulars  of 
the  numbers  of  persons  maintained  or  relieved  out  of  the 
Poor  Sates  and  of  the  amount  expended  for  these  purposes  in 
the  year  under  review. 

Lunatics,  Ifc. 

275.  The  statistice  as  to  numbers  of  and  expenditure  on 
registered  poor  discriminate  between  relief  given  in  the  parishes 
to  the  ordinary  outdoor  and  indoor  poor  and  relief  afforded 
outside  of  the  parishes  in  Government  Institutions  for  ladustrial 
School  children  and  lunatics.  The  former  class  of  relief  is  in 
the  hands  of  Parochial  Boards  and  responds  fo  good  adminis- 
tration. The  latter  is  practically  beyond  the  control  of  Parochial 
Boards,  seeing  that  all  Industrial  School  children  and  lunatics, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  are  committed,  under  the  separate 
laws  applicable,  to  tliese  luBtitutions  at  the  instance  and  through 
the  in  strum  eotality  of  persons  other  than  Parochial  Boards  or 
their  officers  although  the  pauper  funds  of  the  parish  bear  the 
cost. 

,  276.  The  total  number  of  indoor  and  outdoor  poor  at  the 
end  of  1901-1902,  viz.,  4,998,  shows  an  increase  of  305,  over  that 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This  represents  an  increase  in, 
the  percentage  at  paupers  to  the  population  of  0'02.  If  there' 
be  added  the  Industrial  School  children  and  lunatics  the  increases 
an  reduced  to  279  and  O'Ol  respectively. 

Increases  oj  Pauperism. 

■  277.  fVou  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Supervision:  it  would 
appear  that  the  chief  increases  are  in  the  following  aLz  parishes, 
vax,,  Kingston  (96),  Trelawny  (34),  St. Vomea  (28),  Hanover  (57),- 
St.  Elizabeth  >(28),  and  Manchester  (26),  aad  tiiat'  the  chief 
causes  of  these  increases  are  alleged  to  be  the  following — iV* 
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want  of  work,  (2)  inabilily  of  friendg  or  relatives  to  contiaua 
aid  formerly  given,  (3)  the  low  pricea  of  produce,  (4)  the  want 
of  a  Foot  House  in  Mancliester,  and  (5)  the  general  depression  in 
tlie  Island. 

278.  The  Beport,  however,  goes  on  to  state — "  It  is'  BatiBfactor7 
to  note  that  there  are  five  parishes,  viz.,  Portland,  St.  Hary, 
St.  Ann,  Westmoreland,  and  St.  Catherine,  where  the  number 
per  1,000  of  population  remains  stationary  or  is  reduced."  In 
St.  Maiy  and  St.  Catherine  there  axe  actual  decreases  of  7  and 
2  respectively. 

Expenditurt. 

279u  The  expaiditnre  in  the-  parishes  was  £Zb^b9,  sa.  com-; 
pared  with  iS6,280  in  ih»  previous  year.  In  connection  with 
this  apparent  anomaly  of  a  decrease  in  expenditure  as  compared 
with  an  iacrease  is.  numbers  it  is  to  be  remembered  thai. die 
statements  of  numbers  sre  baaed  on  those  of  the  last  day;  of  the 
year  under  review  and  are  not  an  average  for  the  year, .  possildjf 
also  some  retrenchment  in  the  allowances  in  some  d-  the  pjariehea 
may  have  been  affected.  The  total  charge  per  head  of  popula- 
tion for  all  kinds  of  relief  remains  the  same,  viz.,  It.  Id, 

280.  The  table  giving,  details  in:  reopeot  of- the  several  parishes 
shows  considerable  diSerences  in  the  ratio  of  paupers  and  ax- 
penditnre  to  population.  The  ratio  of  panpen  to  population 
varies  from  1  in  38  in  Kingston  to  1  in.  275  in  St  Mary.  The 
number  runs  up  to  over  200  in  also  St.  Elixaibeth  and  St.  Ann, 
These  three  parishes  are  all  parishes  where  a  good  Poor  House 
has  been  made  use  of  either  recently  or  in  the  past  not  alone 
to  afford  a  thorough  and  generous  relief  to  those  within  its 
shelter  but  to  act  oa  a  proper  test  to  weed  out  improper  applicants, 
although  it  is  true  that  in  one  of  those  parishes  the  use  of  this 
test  was  pushed  too  fur.  In  the  charge  per  head  of  population 
these  panshes  also  stand  out  among  tiie  Zoweet,  i.e.,  St.  EUza- 
beth.  Id. ;  St.  Ann,  Sd. ;  and  St.  Mary,  lOd. ;  but  it  is  also  te- 
be  noted  that  other  three  pariahesj.viz.,  Westmoreland,  Clarendon, 
and  Manchester,  where  the  ratio  in  numbers  is  respeclively  1. 
in.l78, 1  in  191,  and  lin  116,  have  charges-par  head  of  ppi^ulabbn. 
ol'9d.,  dd.,  and  10^.  respectively. 

281.  Is  Kii^rstoD  the  large  amonnfr  of  paopnism  still  rMoanna 
»  serious  problem,  although  of'  late  yean .  ttie  rate  of  inoiease' 
has  been  checked,  with  indeed  in  one  recent  year  a  reversal  to  a 
decrease,  sod  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  maximum  has  now  been 
reached. 

In  Eingstea  tbe  peiwQtage  of  paupers  to  pepnlktten  and 
the  ckn^e  per  head  of'  pepolatiea  standi  at  2*66  and  3«:  bdi, 
•wiii]»  tkenieen  rates  for  the  resnaining  or  oounti!7  peoishes  are 
?-ll4iaiidllltf.  respMlivdy, 
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(D.)  SAVijfQs  Bank. 
Diminalion  of  the  Balance  at  Dtpont. 

382.  The  GoTemment  Swriiigs  Bank  luMi  accredit  of  depositors 
on  Uie  Slat  Maroli,  1902,  £424,648  6i.  2d.,  and  held  on  account 
oi  this  Kability  £420,847  10*.  Id.  in  investments  and 
£3,798  15>.  Id.  in  cash.  The  balance  of  deposits  had  diminished 
during  tiio  year  by  £26,219,  being  the  amount  by  which  the 
total  withdrawals,  £232,983,  exceeded  the  deposits,  £206,764. 

283.  The  following  table  shows  the  division  of  these  transac- 
tions between  ofBcial  and  private  accounts  and  the  comparative 
figures  of  the  four  preceding  years :  — 


Yeu. 

Number  of 
Deposit  M 
AocoantB. 

interest. 

Withdrawals. 

Go.™„».. 

Ordinary. 

Ooremment. 

Ordinary. 

1897-98 

1898-U9 

1899-1900 

190:)-01 

1901-02 

30,660 
31,870 
3:^,880 
33,659 
94,537 

£ 
45,026 
47,084 
34,302 
42,420 
44.&19 

£ 
183,759 
189,480 
195,141 
177,964 
162,245 

£ 
34,023 
29,345 
59,921 
40,041 
49,769 

£ 
195,753 
183,344 
194,744 
198,135 
183,213 

284.  The  total  nomber  of  depositors  shows  a  continuance  of 
its  steady  increase,  but  the  total  amount  deposited  during  the 
year  on  ordinary  aocount«  shows,  as  it  did  in  1900-1901,  a 
decrease  compared  with  the  figures  of  the  previous  twelve  months. 
This  decrease  in  the  year  under  review  is  £15,719,  upwards  of 
8  per  cent.,  whilst  the  withdrawals  exceed  the  deposits  by 
£20,968.  The  resulting  diminution  in  the  volume  of  depositors* 
baJances  was  distributed  pretty  generally  throughout  the  Island, 
as  the  following  table  shows:  — 


Paiuh. 

Depomta. 

With- 
drawalt. 

Qain. 

h<m. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

& 

Kingwon     

BtTlndrew 

.87,878 
9« 

93,017 
796 

"l48 

6,139 

St.  Thomaa 

4,363 

5,758 

1,405 

PftrtUna       

10,036 

12,507 

2,471 

8tM»y       

7,976 

9,242 

1,267 

6,51.^ 

Trelawny     

3,826 

4,189 

8t.J»ni«      

10,461 

11,956 

1,494 

n^""-"      

3744 

3,620 

4684 

8,780 

^m 

StElinbeth 

2;994 

6,899 

2,905 

6,100 

8,045 

OhModon     

4,932 

6,423 

Si  CatbNin«           

7,502 

7,760 

— 
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285.  Theite  reductions  in  accnmulnted  Eavinga  doubtless 
reflect  tlie  continuance  of  economic  depression,  but  it  is  Biitis- 
factory  to  note  at  least  tbat  the  amount  of  the  withdrawals  on 
ordinary  account  was  less  by  £14,922  than  in  the  .previous 
year. 

286.  The  Savings  Bank  is  directly  profitable  to  the  Colonial 
Government,  the  excess  of  interest  on  investments  over  interegt 
paid  to  depositors  and  all  costs  of  management  amounted 
in  the  year  under  review  to  £3,406,  the  income  and  expenditure 
being  as  shown  below :  — 


Income. 

Expenditure. 

£    «.  <;. 

Management 
Interest  on  Deposits 
Profit         ^ 

£     «.    d. 

2,H16  16    2 
10,143    0    0 
3,405  18  11 

16,365  15    6 

16,365  16    6 

VI.— CRIME,  POLICE,  AND  PRISO^■S. 

Police  Stalislics. 

287.  No  special  feature  or  exceptional  condition  is  disclosed 
by  the  Criminal  statistics  of  the  year.  The  number  of  persons 
apprehended  or  summoned  before  the  mt^istrates  by  the  police 
was  27,399,  comparing  with  25,661  in  1900-1901  and  26,184  in 
the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  convictions  in  the 
Circuit  Courts  was  128,  comparing  with  134  in  1900-1901,  and 
in  the  Itesident  Magistrates'  Courts  4,166,  comparing  with  4,618. 
The  summary  convictions  before  magistrates  in  Petty  Se&sions 
were  12,319  against  11,339  the  previous  year.  Of  the  summary 
convictions  1,904  were  for  offences  against  the  person  (1,878  the 
previous  year),  621,  compared  with  548,  for  offences  agadnst 
property  other  than  pisedial  larceny,  and  the  remainder  for 
other  offences,  principally  disorderly  conduct,  obscene  and 
abusive  language,  cruelty  to  animals,  and  offences  against  High- 
way LaiwB. 

288.  Of  the  convictions  in  the  Circuit  Courts  and  Resident 
Magistrates'  Courts  276  were  for  offences  against  the  person  (85 
less  than  last  year),  1,137  for  pnedial  larceny  (52  more  than 
last  year),  1,299  for  other  offences  against  property,  comparing 
with  1,416  and  1,382  gainst  1,690  for  other  offences. 
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Absence  of  Sertovs  Crime, 
389.  Tb<re   is  no   general  preTale^nce   of,  or  propensity  to, 
Beiibus  criiae  in  the  Island.     On  the  other  h^jul,   there   ore 
certain    persieteut   sourceB    of    trouble    in    the    conmiunity, 
especially,^ 

"  Habitual  Criminals." 

(1.)  A  claBs  of  habitual  and  incorrigible  criminals  who  pass  in 
and  out  of  the  prisons  and  Live  by  theft.  There  were  in  1901- 
1802  1,244  re- convictions ;  of  these  534  were  second  convictions, 
279  third  convictions,  and  431  convictions  for  the  fourth  time 
or  more. 

290.  There  were  in  this  year  1,493  habitual  criminals  under 
police  surveillance ;  1,056  of  them  were  Rent  to  the  Penitentiary 
during  the  year  and  870  were  discharged  from  the  Penitentiary. 
Of  this  class,  however,  only  125  were  under  obligation  to  report 
themselves  to  the  police.  The  luBpector-Oeneral  considers  that 
if  the  law  providing  for  police  supervision  in  this  method  were 
more  generally  put  into  force  'by  the  Judges  and  the  Resident 
Magietrate  there  would  be  a  substantial  decrease  in  crime. 
Criminals  have  a  great  objection  to  being  compelled  to  report 
themselves  periodically  at  a  police-station.  Those  who  were  under 
this  obligation  gave  the  police  little  or  no  trouble  during  the 
year,  and  a  sentence  of  two  years'  imprisonment  with  three  or 
four  years'  police  eupervisioa  would  probably  have  a  better 
effect  on  a  criminal  than  three  or  four  years  without  supervision 
and  would  he  cheaper  to  the  community. 

Pradial  Larceny. 

(2.)  The  inveterate  propensity  to  pmdial  larceny.  There  wa» 
a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  convictions  for  this  offence, 
due  probably  to  increased  vigilance  and  activity  on  the  part  of 
the  police  and  the  district  constables,  but  there  seems  to  have 
been,  on  the  whole,  a  decrease  in  its  prevalence  during  the  year, 
though  not  in  all  districts.  It  appears,  however,  evident  that, 
where  the  activity  of  the  police  has  been  supported  by 
resolute  administration  of  the  law  on  the  part  of  the  Resident 
Magistrates,  much  has  been  done  to  abate  the  evil  which,  apart 
from  these  influences,  tends  to  fluctuate  inversely  witii  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  and  is  less  heard  of  in  favourable 
seasons.  It  appears  to  have  been  most  prevalent  in  the  Parish 
of  Uanchester,  where  contiDued  depression  has  been  reported, 
owing  to  the  low  price  of  coffee. 

Rovidifism. 

(3.)  An  element  of  silly  brutishneas,  ^libited  in  disorderly 

oonduct,  in  the  propensity  to  the  use  of  violnit,  abusive,  and 

flUhv  laniraafff^  especially  marked  in  Kingatm  but  prevalent 

IMll  F  s 
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all  over  the  Island,  and  in  cmelty  and  caUoutmeaa  in  dealing 
with  animalB  of  all  Borts.  JSo  less  tliaa  7,117  cases  in  the  Courts 
were  for  disorderly  behaviour  or  bad  language.  On'  the  other 
hand,  objectionable  as  are  these  propensities,  it  may  be  a  question 
whether  their  prevalence  justifies  so  large  a  tax  on  the  time  of 
the  Courts  and  the  police  as  is  entailed  by  the  nomber  of 
summonses  applied  for  on  the  most  trifling  provocation.  It  may 
be  noted  that  intemperance  in  drink  has  little  or  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter.  Intoxication  is  rare,  only  37  persons  were 
summoned  during  the  year  for  being  "  drunk  and  disorderly." 

Police  Force. 

391.  The  allowed  strength  of  the  police  during  the  year  was 
776 — IT  officers,  137  sub-officers,  and  621  constables;  at  the 
close  of  the  year  the  force  was  26  below  its  authorised  strength. 
The  district  constahnlaiy  have  been  well  reported  of  in  cei^in. 
parishes.  The  Inspector-General  states  it  would  have  been  quite 
impossible  for  the  heavy  duties  of  the  police  to  have  been  carried 
out  without  their  assistance.  He  considers  that  an  addition  to 
the  numbers  of  the  regular  force  is  requisite  to  enable  it  to  meet 
the  demands  upon  its  services.  It  is  unquestionable  that  these 
demands  are  increasing,  amd  that  the  detenaination  of  the 
Inspector-General  and  his  officers  that  the  law  shall  be  enforced 
to  the  best  of  their  ability  is  continually  finding  wider  occupa- 
tion. For  example,  not  only  was  the  number  of  police  caees 
augmented  this  year,  as  stated  above,  but,  in  carrying  out  the 
general  patrol  and  other  services  performed,  the  constabulary 
travelled  720,446  miles  in  1901-1902  against  671,845  in  1900- 
1901. 

Prisons. 

292.  The  prisonB  of  the  Island  are  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Inspector- General  of  Police.  These  conaist  of  the  General 
Penitentiairy  for  prisoners  whose  term  of  sentence  is  one  year 
or  more,  and  the  St.  Catherine  District  Prison  for  short  term 
prisoners  and  persons  awaiting  trial,  and  certain  local  lock-ups 
for  sentences  of  fourteen  days  or  less. 

General  Penitentiary. 

293.  The  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  in  the  General 
Penitentiary  was  663  against  696  for  the  previous  year.  There 
were  596  prisoners  in  custody  there  on  the  3Xst  March,  1902, 
against  637  on  the  31st  March,  1901. 

294.  The  conunittalg  to  the  General  Penitentiary  during  the 
year  were  1,269,  60  more  than  in  1900-1901 ;  to  the  St.  Catherine 
District  Prison  (for  short  term  prisoners  and  prisoners  awaiting 
trial)  2,826  against  2,669  in  the  previous  year.  1,003  persons 
were  committed  to  local  lock-ups  for  terms  of  imprisonment  of 
14  days  and  under. 
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St.  Catherine's  Prison. 

295.  The  daay  average  of  priBoners  in  the  St.  Catherine 
JJiBtnct  Prison  wao  627  against  491  the  previous  year;  the 
number  in  custody  on  the  31st  March  was  514  against  696 
Altogether  there  were  1,110  prisoners  at  the  close  of  the  year 
against  1,233  at  the  b^inning. 

296.  The  deaths  in  the  General  Penitentiary  were  30  agaJn*t 
26.  The  deaths  inthe  St.  Catherine  District  Prison  were  36 ;  m 
the  previous  year  22.     There   were   no   executions   of  capital 

fpaniihmetit.    The  eanitaiTr  state  of  the  prisims  was  Batiefactoiry. 

Expenditure  and    Earnings. — Emptot/ment  of  Prisoners. 

297.  The  grow  axpenditiire  for  these  prisons  dnriag  the  yrtr 
was  £18,422,  and  the  cash  earnings  of  the  produce  of  the  'labotir 
of  the  priaonerB  iW.Ml,  leaving  a  net  eoAt  of  '£14,981  or 
£11  16*.  8rf.  per  prisoner  per  annum  (on  the  average  daily 
number).  The  total  estimated  valne  of  labour  not  paid  for  in 
money  was  £8,943.  This  laboor  wae  employed  in  prc^ressing 
with  the  new  buildings  at  the  St.  Catherine  District  Prison, 
where  there  were  erected  during  the  year  a  kitchen  with  scullery, 
bake-house  and  stores,  a  work-shed  and  stores,  quarters  for  two 
principal  warders,  alterations  at  the  old  Spanish  Town  Gaol  to 
provide  for  aceommodation  for  constables,  office  ior  the  Super- 
intendent and  staSF,  and  store  rooms. 

298.  Prisoners  from  the  General  Penitentiary  were  employed 
in  making  extensive  improvements  at  the  Customs  premises  in 
Kingston,  draining  the  yard,  raising  its  level  and  the  floor  of  the 
rum  store,  and  maldng  a  sea-wall  to  the  foreshore.  About  1,600 
'Onbic  yards  of  metill,  .marl,  broken  bricks,  gravel,  sand,  and  other 
matexiala  used  in  this  work  Trere -supplied  by  the  Penitentiary. 
Female  prisoners  did  the  washing  not  only  i^  the  prison  but  of 

-the  Public  Hospital  and  Lunatic  Asylum. 

399.  The  prisoners  were  otherwise  employed  as  carpenters, 
■oeopers,  tin^amiths,  wheelwrights,  masons,  ahoemakers,  tailors, 
blaokunitha,  mat-makers,  brick-makers,  upholsterers,  painters, 
printers,  bakers,  coolks,  qnamers,  lime-bnmers,  and  ■■tone- 
breakers.  At  St  Catherine's  Prison  they  were  also  en^ilq^ed  in 
cuKtrating  land,  the  'value  of  the  produce  raised  being  £200. 
Arraagements  liave  bean  made  for  purcbanng  86  acres  of  land 
adjoining  the  prison,  on  which  this  form  of  emplc^ment  will  1)6 
largely  exteniflefl. 
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VII.— VITAL   STATISTICS,  &c 


(A.>  Population. 

300.  The  populatioa  of  the  Colony  on  the  3Ut  Karch,  1902, 
is  estimsted  to  have  been  770,242.  No  census  of  the  population 
■was  taken  in  the  year  1901  owing  to  the  need  for  economy,  and 
the  foregoing  estimate  of  numbers  has  been  .arrived  at  by  adding 
to  the  number  of  the  population  as  estimated  on  the  Slst  March, 
1901,  the  difFerence,  14,512,  between  the  births  and  deaths  regis- 
tered daring  the  year.  The  figure  for  the  earlier  daitd  had  been 
arrived  at  by  a  eimilar  process  founded  on  the  results  of  the 
Census  of  1891,  and,  it  may  be  added,  was  framed  without  regard 
in  the  number  of  8,785  persona  who  the  Registrar-General  in  hia 
Beport  for  1900-1901  stated  had  arrived  in  the  Island  in  excess 
of  the  recorded  departures  during  ten  years'  period.  If 
account  is  taken  of  these  the  present  population  may  be  esti- 
mated in  round  numbers,  at  close  upon  780,000. 


Increase. 

301.  The  natural  increase  of  14,512  in  the  year  1901-1902 
represents  on  this  basis  a  rate  of  190  per  1,000  persons  living. 
In  the  ten  years  ending  1900-1901  the  mean  rate  of  such  increase 
was  17'0  per  1,000.  The  mean  population  on  the  30th  September, 
1901,  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  at  763.545,  and  this 
is  the  number  on  which  the  birth,  death,  and  marrif^e  rates 
for  the  year  are  calculated. 

Births,  Deaths,  and  Marrlatje.i. 

302.  The  following  table  compares  the  births,  deaths,  and 
marriages  in  1901-1902  and  1900-1901.  The  rates  per  thousand 
are  given  in  italics :  — 


Year. 

BirthH. 

DMtha. 

Marriages. 

1900-1901  „ 1     2S,869 

1          3S-7 

1901-1902 ]     31.268 

i        41-0      ■ 

16,243 
■    31-e 
16,766 

3,221 

8,202 
4g     . 

303.  There  tbuB  appears,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year, 
an  increase  in  births  of  4,399  in  number  and  5'3  in  t^e  rafe 
per  1,000,  and  an  increase  in  deaths  of  0*3  in  the  rate  per  1,000. 
The  latter  figure  is  «o  waaU  thai  ihe  death-rate  may  be  regarded 
ai  stationary.    In  the  marriages  there  is  a  small  actual  decrease 
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of  19  in  Dumber,  wbich  leaves  the  rate  practically  imcliaiaffed 
at  4'1  per  1,000.  ThepreTious  year,  liowever,  showed  a  decrease 
as  compared  witli  that  preceding  it  of  546  marriages  in  number 
and  0*8  in  the  rate  per  1,000.  If  the  prevailing  depression  was 
acooautable  for  the  decrease  in  1900-1901  the  figures  above  given 
would  show  that  it  had  at  least  proved  practically  to  be  no  worse 
in  1901-1903,  and  an  examination  of  the  quarterly  returns  of 
marriagcB  shows  that,  whereas  in  the  DecemlDer  quarter  of  the 
year  1900-1901  the  number  was  50  less  tham  in  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  the  year  before,  in  the  March  quarter  of  1901-1902 
the  number  had  advanced  to  within  6  of  that  in  the  same  quarter 
oi  1900-1901.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  in  the  case  of 
the  majority  of  marriages  in  Jamaica  increasing  prosperity  is  bo 
large  a  factor  in  the  increase  of  marriage  as  it  u  in  some  other 
conntrieB. 


304.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  in  the  year  now 
under  review  was  64'0.  This  is  a  higher  percentage  than  any 
in  the  preceding  ten  years,  which,  beginning  at  60'6  in  1891-£^ 
and  remaining  at  about  that  figure  for  the  next  four  years, 
have  since  1896-1897  shown  an  almost  continuous  increase. 
During  the  last  four  years  of  depression  in  the  Island,  there- 
fore, although  there  is  to  be  traced  to  some  extent  the  customaiy 
falling-off  in  the  marriage  rate  which  might  be  expected  undftr 
such  drcumstances,  there  has  not  only  been  no  corresponding 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  births  but  Uiere  has  been  an  increase 
proportionately  greater  in  those  of  illegitimate  parentage. 
These  results  are  more  clearly  shown  in  the  following  table  in 
respect  of  the 'five  years  ended  1900-1901  smd  the  single  year 
1901-1902:  — 


Yearly  Mean  for  five  years 

ended 

1901-02 



1895-36. 

1900-01.      . 

^ 

fc 

j^ 

1 

|| 

2 
1 

V 

"BirtiiB    

De«tha      

Marrbges 
Illegitimate  birtba 

Per  cent. 
25,74&       88-4 
14,670       21-9 
3,472         5-1 

15,613      *63-6 

28,2W 

.16,034 
3,207 
17,705  ■ 

Percent 

■    38-8 
22-1 
4-4 

<'62-3  . 

31,268 
16,756 
3,a)2 

Percent 

41-0 

21-9.. 

4-2 

ofii-O' 

•:0t  total  births.. 
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305.  The  percentage  of  illiterate  perwnB  among  thme  manied 
daring  Qie  year  under  review  was  44*00,  in  tlie  preeeding  year 
it  was  44'6,  wliile  in  1899-1900  it  was  4640,  thus  allowing,  al- 
thoogli  not  very  markedly,  perhaps,  the  continnouB  deorease  to 
he  expected  with  the  advance  of  education.  The  hridegrooms 
fihow  the  greater  amonnt  of  literacy. 

Death  Sate. 

306.  The  death  rate,  219  per  1,000,  doea  not  in  1901-1902 
Tai7  mueh  from  the  mean  of  the  two  preceding  five-year  periods. 
During  the  ten  years  the  minlmnm  rate  was  30'0  in  1892-1693, 
and  the  maximum  rate  230  in  1897-1898. 


Cayman  Islandt  Statittii-s. 

307.  In  tiie  Dependency  of  the  Cayman  lalanda  the  bixliis, 
deaths,  and  marriages  were  respeotiTdy  194,  44,  and  24,  which 
giTe  respectively  rates  of  33*3,  7'5,  and  4*1  per  1,000  of  populaition. 

308.  In  the  matter  of  legitimate  births  theee  lalanda  are  far 
ahead  of  Jamaica.  Their  percentage  of  ill^timate  births  stands 
at  about  one-seventh  of  that  prevailing  in  this  Island. 


(B.)  OuHBHA'L  Health. 

309.  l^eTeports  of  the  Medical  Officer  on  thegeneral  haalth 
of  the  Island  preaent  nothing  new  or  remarkable.    Tliere  was 

-jio  epidemic  dueaae.  A  few  cases  of  amall-pox  were  imported, 
but  ^ese  were  pmnptly  and  ^ectually  isolated  and  the  disease 
Stamped  out  b^ore  it  had  time  to  spread.  The  most  prevalent 
forms  of  illness  were  nmlftna]  fever,  chiefly  of  a  benign  type, 
pulmonary  and  rheumatic  affections,  digestive  disorders,  and 
skin  complaints.  There  is  notliing  to  be  added  to  whai  has  been 
written  year  after  year  as  to  the  continuing  causes  of  these 
diseases  in  the  careless  and  insanitary  habits  of  the  majority  of 
the  population.  The  infantile  death  rate  maintains  its  high  level 
direct^  owing  to  bed  nutrition.  Milk  is  needed,  and  the  people 
have  not  learnt  eitiier  the  need  nor  how  to  eupidy  it.  This  is 
work  jor  the  Agricultoral  Society. 

310.  In  this  Island,  as  in  most  other  West  Indian  Colonies, 
there  is  practicalW  no  charaoteristic  general  danger  of  beahh 
auapt  marlarial  iemr,  and  .this  in  Jamaica  is  not  reaUnd  as  a 
sufficiently  serious  matter  to  stimulate  much  practical  interest 
in  {he  new  mfttiiods  'that  are  hiiug  deriaed  hn  its  ^Etineti«L  by 
attaoka  on  the  malarial  mosquito. 
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311.  The  dangeroui  iniectiougdiaeasee  that  coniiaaaUr  afflict 
temperate  coontiiefi — Bmall-pox,  diphtheria,  typhoid,  bcarlet 
jever,  meaaleB,  whooping-cough,  bronchitis,  influenza— are  com- 
paratively  rare  or  are  experienced  only  miliUy,  Yellow  fever  has 
for  long  been  practically  unknown  and  extinct  except  when  old 
bnrial  grounds  and  filth  deposits  have  been  disturbed  at  Up  Park 
Ceuqp  and  Fort  Hoyal.  On  the  other  hand  the  general  neglect  oi 
hygiene,  in  houBing,  ventilation,  clothing,  food,  water,  and 
cleanliness  of  surroundings  is  such  that  in  any  less  naturally 
favourable  climate  diseases  would  infallibly  decimate  the  popula- 
tion. Dirt,  ignorance,  indolence,  and  incontinence  are,  it  cannoi 
be  too  often  repeated,  the  chief  sources  of  ill-health  in  JamaicaL 
Tor  cleanly,  intelligent,  healthily  occupied  persons  it  offers, 
coBverBcly,  exceedingly  healthy  conditions. 


(C.)  Climate. 

(1)  Rainfall;  (2)  Temperature;  (3)  Direction  and 
Force  of  H'^ind. 

Variety  of  Climate. 

312.  Jamaica  being  a  mouutainons  Island,  with  numerous 
ranges  of  hills  rising  in  the  extreme  eastern  portion  to  7,423  feet 
in  the  Blue  Mountain  Pei^,  and  averaging  2,000  to  3,000  feet 
in  the  cenral  and  western  portions,  has  a  coosiderable  variehr 
of  climate.  The  temperature  of  course  decreases  everywhere  wiui 
the  elevation  in  Jamaica;  this  decrease  has  been  found  to  be 
at  much  the  same  rate  as  in  other  countries,  namely,  about  one 
degree  for  every  300  feet. 

Rainfall. 

313.  As  retards  the  rainfall,  the  Island  is  divided  in  respect 
of  the  amount  of  fall  into  four  divisions  and  in  respect  of  seasons 
of  fall  into  two.  In  all  four  divisions  the  May  and  October 
lains,  or  "seasons"  as  they  are  locally  termed,  Sjre  strongly 
marked.  In  the  north-eastern  and  northern  divisions  which, 
roughly,  embrace  the  northern  half  of  the  Island,  extending, 
however,  a  little  round  to  the  south  in  the  mountainous  east 
and  stretching  not  quite  the  whole  oi  the  Island's  length  to  the 
weat,  thOTe  are  in  addition  winter  rains  in  December,  Januwy, 
and  February.  In  the  remainder  of  the  Island,  conaisting  of 
the  west  central  and  southern  divisions,  in  addition  to  the  maal 
"  seasons "  above  referred  to,  there  are  as  a  rule  summer  rains 
in  July  and  August.  At  times  in  the  drier  months  of  the  year 
there  are  isolated  localities  where  no  rain  falls,  but  at  the 
majority  of  pieces  there  is  never  a  month  without  some  rain. 
Kingston,  tiie  chief  town,  i%  one  of  the  dries*  places,  and  Port 
Antonio,  only  ahont  80  mile*  distant  ia  a  straight  line  but  with. 
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the  Bine  Mouiitam  £ange  inteiTening,  is  one  of  the  wettest,  as 
far  OS  actaal  fall  goes.  YiBitora  to  the  latter  place,  however, 
owing  chiefly-  to  the  manner  in  which  the  rain  f alia  there,  do 
not  experience  the  inconvenience  from  the  ehowers  that  might, 
from  the  record,  he  expected. 

314.  In  amount  of  fall  the  north-eastern  division  stands  first 
with  isolated  districts  sparsely  settled  where  the  total  exceeds 
200  inches.  In  such  district  we  have  a  good  example  of  the 
effect  of  the  vapour  laden  trade  winds  infringing  on  high 
mountain  ranges. 

315.  The  west  central  region  comes  next  in  elevation,  coolness, 
and  rainfall.  The  northern  is  largely  an  elevated  undulating 
table-land  of  limestone  ridges  and  valleys;  the  southern  division 
contains  the  principal  plains  in  the  Island.  The  two  last-men- 
tioned divisions  are  oomparatiTely  dry. 

Wind. 
316.  The  prevailing  winds  are  N.E.  on  the  north  side  and  S.E. 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Island ;  the  trade  winds  being  in  each 
case  partially  deflected  hy  the  influence  of  the  land  into  true 
sea  breeses  while  in  the  centre  of  the  Island  and  at  considerable 
elevations  the  wind  maintains  the  generally  easterly  direction 
of  the  trade  wind. 

Temperatvre. 

317.  The  north  central  and  southern  divisions  are  the  driest 
and  possess  a;  real  tropical  temperature  in  the  plains,  especially 
those  on  the  southern  sea-hoard.  Although  Jamaica  is  between 
17*^  and  18*^  north  latitude,  the  temperature  over  two-thirds  of 
its  area,  owing  to  elevation,  is,  except  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
say  from  July  to  September,  soft  and  pleasant,  and  shows  little 
variation  throughout  the  year.  It  is  said  to  resemble  that  of 
Southern  California. 

318.  The  average  Island  rainfall  for  the  past  three  decades, 
1870-1879, 1880-1889,  and  1890-1899,  is  recorded  at  6741,  66-64, 
and  76'15  inches  respectively.  In  1901-1902  the  average  rain- 
fall for  the  whole  Isl^d  wae  80'96  inches,  as  shown  in  the 
table  below,  which  also  gives  the  figures  for  each  division  as 
compared  with  those  for  tiie  previous  year:  — 


DivisionB. 

1901. 

1900.         j 

North  Eutera       ... 

Northern     

West  Central 
Boatheni     

Tbe  lahnd 

IncbM. 

107-8fi 
64-1  fi 
87-Sl 
64-60 

96-91         ' 
60-67         ' 
79-84         t 
61-15         j 

80-96 

69-65         1 
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319.  The  rainfall  for  May,  1901,  waa  below  the  average,  but 
the  belnited  "  seaso&B  "  fell  iq  June,  in  which  moDth  the  defi- 
ciency was  more  than  made  Qp.  The  October  "  seaaoQa  "  iQso 
did  not  fall  in  their  nsual  volume  in  most  parts  of  the  Island, 
but  the  balance  again  was  redressed  in  the  folio  ning  months. 
The  autumn,  epeaking  generally,  was  a  rainy  one.  The  total  fall 
for  the  Island  for  the  year  was  about  7  per  cent,  above  the 
average.  There  was  very  continuous  rainfall  and  a  total  con- 
siderably above  the  average  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  in 
St.  Mary's  and  the  adjacent  Northaide  pariehes. 

320,  The  following  figures  showing  the  Island  rainfall  for  the 
past  36  years,  which  have  been  extracted  from  the  Weather 
Beport  for  December,  1901,  are  of  interest.  In  the  first  year, 
1866,  there  were  about  50  rainfall  relations,  and  in  the  last, 
1901,  about  138,  so  that  the  results  for  the  different  years  are 
not  strictly  comparable,  but  for  most  practical  purposes 
they  may  be  regarded  as  showing  correctly  the  variations  in 
the  fall  of  rain  during  the  years  mentioned:  — 


Ymt. 

Amonnt. 

Year. 

Amount. 

liicheB. 

iDOhM. 

1866 

6366 

1884 

56-90 

lfi67 

6447 

1885 

59-86 

1868 

07-74 

1886 

90-61 

1869 

66-37 

1887 

70-66 

1870 

89-43 

1888      ■ 

72-11 

1871 

50-09 

1889 

74-15 

1872 

45-18 

1890 

64-42 

1873 

63-06 

1891 

84-70 

1874 

6*94 

1892 

72-98 

1876 

.02-54 

1893 

86-49 

1876 

71-35 

1894 

76-39 

1877 

68-40 

1895 

71-62 

1878 

76-42 

lfiy6 

68-61 

11^7^ 

8-1-84 

1897 

77-59 

ISHO 

55-44 

1898 

78-84 

1831 

68-60 

85-82 

18M2 

57-87 

1900 

69-65 

ms 

59-26 

1901 

80-96 

321.  At  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  issued  by  Mr.  Maxwell 
Hall,  the  Government  Meteorologist,  an  interesting  Weather 
Report  dealing  with  temperatures  at  Kingston  and  the  connection 
between  the  frequency  of  sun  spots,  the  mean  maximum  tem- 
perature and  the  rainfall  in  Jamaica. 

322.  In  this  report  it  was  shown  that  a  satisfactory  formula 
for  arriving  at  the  mean  temperatnre  of  any  place  in  Jamaica 
is  the  f  ollowins :  — 

M  +  ffl  +  7  ft.m.  +  3p.ni-  -  2°. 
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When  M  represents  the  majdmnm  temperature  m is  the  Ttii»'"i""' 
temperature,  and  7  a.Bi.  and  3  p-m.  mean  the  7  a.m.  and  3  p.m. 
temperatursB.  If  this  Jormida  ib  applied  to  the  18  years, 
1881-1898,  the  mean  temperature  is  shown  to  be  78°'8,  varying 
from  76°-7  in  February  to  81°-6  in  July.  From  the  above- 
mentioned  report  I  may  quote  the  following  figures :  — The  mean 
maximum  temperature  at  Kingston  is  87°'5,  varying  from  85°'C 
in  February  and  March  to  89°"5  in  July  and  August.  The  mean 
minimum  temperature  is  TO'^'S,  varying  from  67'^'0  in  January 
and  February  to  73°'5  in  September. 

323.  The  close  of  the  financial  year  under  review  marked  the 
severance  of  the  connection  of  Mr.  Maxwell  Hall,  M.A.,  F.B.A.S., 
F.B.M6t.  Soc.,  with  whai  there  remained  of  the  "Weather  Service 
SBtabliehment,  which  he  established  in  the  year  1880.  Owing  to 
the  necessity  for  economy,  thiu  service  had  been  partially  cut  down 
three  years  previously,  and  for  the  same  reason,  in  the  year  under 
report,  it  was  decided  that  the  compilation  of  the  existing 
Weather  Report  should  be  undertaken  without  further  expense 
by  the  Island  Chemisf  b  Department.  In  effecting  ibis  change 
the  Government  expressed  its  recognition  of  Mr.  Hall's  valuable 
services  in  ike  cause  of  meteorology  in  Jamaica,  a  recognition 
which  had  also  been  accorded  by  his  fellow-workers  in  the 
scientific  world  In  (Jreat  Britain  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 


VIII.— POSTAL  AND  TELEGRAPH  SERVICES. 

Receipts  and  Expendituee. 

324.  The  following  tables  show  the  revenue  and  expenditure 
for  postal  and  telegraph  services  in  each  of  the  three  years 
ended  31st  March.  1900,  1901,  and  1902  (shillings  and  pence 
omitted): — 


,  Google 


JAHAIOA,   1901-2. 


11 

|s 

„i8i 

^( 

"III 

li 

ESS2 

11 

„3SS 

at 

^Sil 

1 

1 

4M- 

"i 

"III 

1 

.111- 

> 

J- 

i  :  • 

'.  ■  i 

tl 


HI 


11  ii 


■IJllllll 


II 


Bis 


■«35-S 


,  Google 


96  COLONIAL   REl'O&TS — ANNUAL. 

The  Postal  EeTCnu?  ahows  an  increase  of  £1,298  over  that  of 
1900-1901 ;  the  Telegraph  Revenue  an  increase  of  £296.  The 
totals  include  the  value  of  official  telegrams  sent,  but  not  that 
of  official  postage  services,  which  the  Postmaster-General  esti- 
mates at  £2,500  a  year. 

326.  The  receipts  from  packet  postages  increased  by  £628; 
those  from  Inland  postages  by  £585.  The  total  receipts  from 
packet  poataga.i  (at  Id.  per  half-ounce  for  British  and  Colonial 
letters)  amounted  to  £4,389  as  against  £4,832  in  1898-1899, 
the  last  year  of  the  2^(2.  rate.  The  loss  incurred  by  the  change 
of  rate  is  thus  within  measurable  distance  of  being  made  up. 
The  increase  in  postal  receipts  stimulated  by  the  improvement 
ot  communications  with  Great  Britain  and  America  reflects  an 
improvement  in  business. 


Cor  respo  ndence. 

326.  The  total  number  of  postcards  and  letters  estimated  to 
have  passed  through  the  Post  Office  in  the  year  was  5,424,814, 
as  against  5,239,083  during  the  preceding  year.  The  number 
of  registered  articles  of  mail  matter  included  in  the  total  was 
236,921  as  against  211,184.  There  was  practically  no  loss  or 
miscarriage  of  such  articles. 


FoTtiijn  A  fails. 

327.  The  total  number  of  foreign  mails  made  up  during  the 
year  was  1,606,  the  number  received  2,205,  showing  a  total 
increase  of  591  on  the  number  despatched  and  received  during 
1900-1901. 

328.  The  direct  fortnightly  mail  service  between  Kingston 
(Jamaica )  and  Bristol  (England),  which  was  begun  on  the  16th  of 
February,  1901,  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  with,  as  a 
rule,  commendable  punctuality,  and,  together  with  the  service  of 
the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company,  which  has  also  performed 
its  contract  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  has  given  the  Colony 
weekly  postal  communication  outwards  and  inwards. 

329.  The  steamers  of  the  United  Fruit  Company,  certain  of 
which  are  subsidised  as  mail  steamers  by  the  United  State? 
Government,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Atlas  Line  (now  absorbed 
in  the  Hamburg  American  Company's  fleet),  have  as  usual  been 
nude  nse  of  for  the  exchange  of  mails  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  Jamaica,  and  with  the  United  Kingdom  wt^ 
the  United  States,  America. 

330.  Messrs.  Piokford  and  Black's  steamers,  subsidised  bytiie 
Government  of  Canada,  have  continued  the  monthly  mail  service 
betweeo  Jamaica,  Turks  Islanda,  Bermuda,  and  Halifax. 
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Mail  Snhiidieit. 

331.  For  the  convefance  of   ocean  mails   tliia   Colony  paid 
during  the  year — 

£      t.  d. 
Contribatioii  to  subsidy,  Royal  Mail     2,177     6     8 

Steam  Packet  Company. 
Froportioit  of  postage  to  Imperial    1,300    0    0 

Post  Office.   . 
Transit  dues  paid  to  other  countries         156  16    2 
Gratuities  for  mails  by  non-contraot         801     4     1 
vessels. 


Total...     £4,435    6  11 


The  aimual  contribution  to  be  paid  by  this  Government  in 
lespect  of  the  Buyal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company's  subsidy 
daring  the  continuance  of  the  existing  contract  has  noL  yet  been 
assessed  1^  His  ilajes^'s  Government.  L'nder  the  former 
contract  this  cuatributioa  was  £5,140  per  annum,  but  in  con- 
sideration of  the  diminution  in  the  amount  of  CDrrespondenee 
to  be  carried  by  the  Boyal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  in 
consequence  of  the  competition  of  the  Direct  Imperii^  Line,  it 
will  now  be  substantially  less.  A  further  abatement  of  £500 
a  year  is  to  be  mede  upon  the  amount  that  would  be  payable 
on  such  assesament,  in  consideraition  of  the  alteration  of  the 
route  of  the  steaniErB  since  the  present  contract  was  made.  The 
Royal  Mail  Company's  steamer  now  touches  at  Trinidad  on  its 
journeys  between  Barbados  and'  Jamaica  each  way,  and  is 
accordingly  timed  to  reach  the  Island  later  and  to  leave  it 
earlier  than  under  the  schedule  of  the  original  contract.  On 
the  other  hand,  some  part  of  the  subsidy  of  £30,000  a  year 
payable  to  the  Direct  Line  must  be  regarded  as  in  respect  of 
postal  services,  more  especially  having  regard  to  the  reduction 
effected  \fs  its  establishment  in  the  corresponding  payment  to 
the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  and  in  the  amount  paid 
for  letters  sent  by  the  United  States,  America,  which  in  the 
previous  year  was  £1,046  %s.  4d.  The  diversion  to  the  Direct 
Line  of  letters  formerly  sent  by  this  route  saved  £245,  not- 
withstanding a  presumable  increase  in  the  number  of  letters, 
the  final  destination  of  which  was  in  the  United  States  or 
Canada. 

Inland  Mails. 
332.  The  Inland  conveyance  of  mails  has  been  curried  on  at 
a  cost  of  £7,447,  as  against  £7,681  last  year,  including  the  pay- 
ment of  £2,700  to  the  Railway  Department  for  transport.  Much 
of  the  Inland  mail  carriage  is  effected  by  the  Public  Works 
Department  which,  having  depots  and  mule  stables  in  all  the 
parishes,  has  been  able  within  recent  years  to  take  over  at  a 
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considerable  ssviug  much  of  the  Bervices  formerly  performed 
hy  contract.  The  coastal  steamer  of  the  Royal  Mail  Steam 
Packet  Company  is  also  employed  for  conveying  mail  matter. 

333.  The  mail  coachee  earned  during  the  year  j£21S  for 
passenger  fares  and  £674  for  the  carriage  of  parcels ;  the  amount 
of  the  passenger  fares,  less  10  per  cent.,  ia  paid  to  the  contractors 
for  their  services. 

334.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  163  District  Post 
Offices,  as  against  147  at  the  beginning.  The  policy  of  trans- 
ferring Distnct  Poet  Offices  to  railway  stations  and  appointing 
the  station  agents  to  be  Disl^ct  Postmasters  is  being  carried 
out  wherever  possible. 

Money  Orders. 

335.  The  total  number  of  money  orders  drawn  on  other 
countries  during  the  year  was  12,740,  against  11,431  in  the 
pie-vious  year;  the  amount,  however,  decreased  from  £32,216 
to  £30,098.  The  orders  drawn  by  otiier  countries  on  Jamaica 
were  4,001  for  £10,327,  against  3,498  for  £9,366  in  1900-1901. 

Poxtal  Orders. 

336.  The  face  value  of  the  postal  orders  sold  for  internal 
remittances  was  £30,366  against  £30,339  in  the  previous  year, 
and  the  number  was  also  almost  unchaDged. 


AVi(  Deereiise  in  ExpeiiSl iiri: 

337.  This  year  shows  altogether  a  nett  decrease  of  £2,873 
in  the  expeniHture  on  postal  services,  which  is  accounted  for  by 
the  reduction  of  the  mail  subsidy  to  the  Royal  Mail  Steam 
Packet  Company. 

Tdeyraphs. 

338.  The  Telegraph  Department  dealt  with  91,898  messages 
against  85,063  in  the  previous  year,  and  earned  £296  more. 
The  working  expenses  of  the  Department  were  £65  less.  The 
total  cost,  including  the  maintenance  of  lines  I^  the  Public 
Works  Department,  was  £8,398,  the  total  receipts,  £6,010, 
showing  a  loss  of  £3,387  as  the  nett  cost  of  the  services  of  this 
Department. 

Farrel  Post. 

339.  The  parnel  post  showed  a  continued  development.  The 
parcels  received  from  abroad  numbered  14,1S8,  those  despatched 
5,216 — a  total  increase  of  1,810  on  last  year.  Customs  duties 
to  the  amount  of  £2,716  were  received  on  inward  parcels. 
IN'otwithstanding  the  notification  on  liie  address  forms,  many 
senders  of  parcels  still  appear  unable  to  resist  the  temptation 
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to  eodeaTour  to  defraud  the  Revenue,  either  by  understating 
values  or  by  sending  dutiable  articles  undeclared  through  the 
ordmai7  post.  The  Department  on  the  whole  shows  a  healthy 
advance  in  the  services  and  economy  of  all  its  branches. 


IX.-PUBLIC  WORKS. 


340.  No  special  Public  Works  of  great  magnitude  or  impor- 
tance were  carried  on  for  the  Government  during  the  year.  Ex- 
penditure from  Loan  Punds  for  public  buildings  was  still  kept 
in  suspense  owing  to  ehortness  of  funds,  but  the  buildings  at 
St.  Catherine  District  Prison  were  proceeded  with  at  a  cost  of 
£769,  the  labour  being  supplied  by  the  inmates.  Extensive 
improvements  were  also  made  in  the  Customs  yard  and  ita 
foreshore  by  prison  labour,  as  recorded  in  my  report  on  the 
Prison  Departments.  A  new  laboratory  for  the  Island  Chemist 
was  built  at  Hope  and  wa»  ocupied  by  the  Chemist  before  the 
close  of  the  year.  A  portion  of  the  old  boiling  house  at  Hope 
G^ardens  was  altered  so  as  to  provide  quarters  for  apprentices 
in  agriculture.  Expenditure  of  £GS2  was  also  incurred  in  pro- 
viding a  Byatem  of  lights  for  Kingston  Harbour.  Other  work» 
were  generally  of  the  character  of  maintenance. 

livadn. 

341.  The  maintenance  of  main  roads  was  in  some  parishes 
somewhat  expensive,  especially  in  Portland,  St.  Mary's,  and 
St.  Ann's,  owing  to  the  heavy  and  continuous  rainfsill  of  the 
autumn  months.  The  average  cost  per  mile  for  maintenance 
was  £24  3t.  2d.,  or  £2  12i.  8d.  per  mile  more  than  last  year. 
The  highest  rate  per  nule  was  ^8  3>.  IQd.  for  St.  Maiy,  the 
lowest  £14  Ss.  lid.  for  St.  Elizabeth.  The  cost  of  making  good 
extraordinary  damages  caused  by  floods  in  the  parishes  of  St. 
Andrew,  St.  Thomas,  Portland,  St.  Mary,  and  St.  Catherine 
was  £5,664. 

343.  The  roads  in  St.  Mary's  parish  sufEered  particularly 
throughout  the  year  from  frequent  and  heavy  rain  and  floods. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  they  were  not  in  good  condition,  and 
special  attention  and  expenditure  has  since  been  devoted  to  them. 
The  rainfall  between  the  Ist  of  September,  1900,  and  the  31st  of 
January,  1901,  was  equal  to  the  ordinary  year's  average.  During 
this  period  of  153  days  it  rained  at  Richmond  on  114.  At  the 
same  time  the  traffic  on  these  roads  was  unprecedentedly  heavy, 
the  shipments  of  bananas  from  the  parish  showing  an  increase 
of  36  per  cent,  and  of  cocoanuts  of  42  per  cent,  on  those  of  the 
previoufi  year. 
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Vere  Irrigation  Scheme. 

343.  The  Director  of  Public  Works  was  mgaged  dnriag  the 
year  in  raperriBing  the  execution  of  the  Vere  Irrigation  "Works 
for  the  Vera  Iirigation  Commissionera.  The  scheme  for  these 
works  comprisea  the  head  works  or  dam  and  sluice  on  the  Milk 
Itiver  at  St.  Jago,  in  Lower  Clarendon,  to  divert  the  water  of 
the  river  into  the  main  canal  which  runs  in  a  Boath-easteily 
direction  across  the  plain  of  Vere,  and  is  intended  to  carry  about 
6,000  cubic  yards  of  water  per  hour.  Between  St.  Jago  and 
the  crosainjf  of  the  Bio  Minho  at  Dry  Btver  Estate,  the  can^ 
will  be  carried  over  nine  gullies  by  aqueducts,  consisting  of 
steel  troughing  carried  on  abutments  and  piers  of  cement  con- 
crete. At  Dry  River  it  will  be  carried  under  the  Bio  Minho 
by  a  steel  syphon  650  feet  long  and  2  feet  6  inches  in  diameter, 
and  thence  will  continue,  crossing  four  more  gullies  by  means  of 
aqueducts  to  Raymond's  Estate,  discharging  into  an  impounding 
reservoir  to  be  created  there  by  the  erection  of  a  dam  across  the 
valley  of  the  Raymond's  Gully.  The  total  length  of  the  main 
canal  will  be  16  miles  7  chains,  and  that  of  the  aqueducts  about 
2,000  feet. 

344.  The  reservoir  at  Raymond's,  which,  in  addition  to  the 
canal  water  collects  a  large  amount  of  surplus  drainage,  is  cal- 
culated to  hold  about  4,610,000  cubic  yards,  equivalent  to  about 
a  month's  supply  at  the  rate  of  5,000  cubic  yards  per  hour  or 
to  the  amount  required  for  irrigating  5,000  acres  at  one  cubic 
yard  per  hour,  which  is  approximately  the  amount  required  in 
^e  irrigation  of  sugar  cultivation  on  the  estates  to  be  supplied. 
Distribution  channels  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  estates  west 
of  the  Rio  Minho  will  be  taken  from  the  main  canal,  and 
another  one  for  the  estates  east  of  the  river  will  commence  at 
Raymond's  dam,  branching  off  in  several  directions  when  the 
supplies  are  needed. 

345.  The  carrying  capacity  of  the  canal  is  calculated  at  6,000 
cubic  yards  of  water  per  hour.  Quarantees  have  been  given  for 
the  purchase  of  4,82&  cubic  yards,  of  which  1,40&  cubic  yards  are 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Rio  Minho,  and  3,420  cubic  yards  on  the 
east  side. 

346.  The  works  on  the  main  canal,  the  head  works  at  St.  Jago, 
and  the  dam  at  Raymond's  were  let  out  by  contract  and  were 
commenced  in  October.  Owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
weather  from  October  to  the  end  of  December,  the  progress  on 
the  works  was  considerably  delayed.  At  the  close  of  tiie  year 
the  head  works  at  St.  Jago  were  nearing  completion,  and  consider- 
able progress  had  been  made  on  the  earthwork  of  the  main  canal, 
and  ihe  syphon  undo"  the  Rio  Minho  had  been  laid. 

347.  The  dam  at  Raymond's  was  nearly  half  completed  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  It  consists  of  a  solid  concrete  wall,  576  feet 
long,  35  feet  deep,  and  24  feet  broad  in  its  widest  part. 
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348.  The  completion  of  this  undertaking  will,  it  is  hoped, 
render  the  splendid  sugar  estates  of  Vere  independent  of  the 
capriciouB  rainfall  which  frequently  fails  in  that  district. 


X.— RAILWAY. 
Tbaffhj  Depaktmext. 
349.  The  traffic  returns  of  the  railway  for  the  year  show,, 
compared  with  those  of  1900-1901,  increases  and  decreasea  under 
the  following  classes  of  receipts : 


doods,  Cattle     ... 

Prince  s  Wharf  Dues 
Miscellaiieous     ... 


Gooitx    Trajjit:. 

35V.  The  total  bulk  of  goods  carried  increased  from  88,540 
iouB  to  100,764  tons ;  the  principal  increases  being  in  coffee, 
801  tons;  sugar;  nun,  468  tons;  grass;  hay,  1,005  tons;  and 
bananas,  12,211  tons. 

There  were  decreases  of  1,619  tons  in  the  carriage  of  oranges, 
639  in  firewood,  and  1,186  in  general  mercKandiee. 

The  earnings  from  the  carriage  of  bananas  increased  by 
J;7,039,  from  cofiee  by  ;£831,  and  from  dyewoods  (other  than 
logwood)  £623.  The  falling  ofi  in  receipts  from  oranges  was 
^,101,  and  from  general  merchandise  £1,299. 


361.  The  number  of  passengers  carried  increased  from  281,408^ 
in  1900-1901  to  291,178  in  the  year  under  review,  the  increases 
beings 

£ 

First  class  tickets 5,387 

Third  clesB  tickets 2,356 

Season  tickets  2,027 

The  increase  in  the  first  class  travelling  reflects  the  development 
of  the  tourist  traffic.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  increase  on 
the  third  class  traffic  (357,412  to  359,768)  was  scarcely  notice- 
able. This  reflects,  doubtless,  the  continued  scarci^  of  money 
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dnriiig  most  of  the  year,  and  may  be  expected  to  improve  with 
improred  prosperity,  thougli  travelliag  1^  railway  is  not  in 
this  Island  bo  popular  aa  an  amusement  or  convenieQce  as  it  is 
in  some  countries. 

Wlui'f  Receipts. 

352.  The  decrease  in  the  receipts  from  Prince's  Wharf  is  due 
to  the  transfer  of  the  receipts  for  shunting  bananas  to  the  credit 
cf  the  Account  of  Goods  Beceipta.  The  rate  for  shunting  was 
also  reduced  by  two-thirds,  a  concession  which  left  no  leas  than 
£1,877  in  the  pockets  of  the  shippers  as  compared  with  what 
they  would  have  paid  under  the  old  rate. 


Erpetiditure. 

353.  The  expenditure  under  the  head  of  TrafBc  and  Prince's 
Wharf  was  reduced  from  £18,486  to  £16,551  for  the  year. 


Waif  intd    Wiirks. 

354.  He  total  expenditure  on  Way  and  Works  charged  to  the 
Annual  Account  in  1901-1902  was  £28,168,  a^inst  £31,921  in 
1900-1901,  a  decrease  of  £3,753.  The  cost  per  mile  of  track 
was  £153  against  £173. 

The  total  spent  on  Way  and  Works,  including  expenditure 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  Railway  Improvement  Loan,  was 
£47,248. 

Ilc-Sileeprrinq, 

355.  The  re-sleepering  of  the  track  with  hardwood  ties  in  the 
place  of  ereoBoted  pine  or  cypress  ties  has  been  actively  pro- 
ceeded with,  84,342  hardwood  sleepers  having  been  laid  in  the 
12  months.  All  these  sleepers  were  native  hardwood,  mostly 
bullet  tree ;  the  payment  for  them  was  kept  in  the  Island  and 
they  wiU  last  many  years  longer  than  the  imported  sleepers. 

Traek. 

356.  The  general  condition  of  the  track  has  been  greatly 
improved  during  the  year  both  by  work  done  at  the  chairge  of 
Loui  Account  and  by  more  efficient  maintenance.     Slips  have 

given  less  trouble  than  in  former  years.  One  bridge,  over 
over's  Gully,  has  been  replaced  by  a  stronger  structure.  The 
tunnels  have  received  all  necessary  attention,  and  there  are  at 
present  no  indications  to  warrant  any  apprehension  of  further 
serious  trouble  with  them.  Native  hardwood  poles  are  being 
substituted  for  pitch  pine  in  all  repairs  and  renewals  of  the 
telegraph  line. 
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367.  The  total  expenditure  on  wharves,  charged  to  Main- 
tenance, was  £494,  ineluding  £390  spent  on  the  reconstruction 
of  the  wharf  at  Montego  Bay,  for  tha  shipping  of  Isananas,  &c. 
£213  was  spent  on  wharves  from  Loan  Funds,  including  £150 
for  the  Port  Antonio  Wharf.  Extensive  repairs  of  Prince's 
Wharf,  to  be  chai^d  to  Loan  Fund,  were  put  in  band  shout  the 
end  of  the  yeasr. 

Co  mpensal'o  n . 

368.  £229  was  paid  for  compensation,  three-quarters  of  this 
amount  being  for  stock  killed  on  the  lice. 


Jjian  Eipeadilure  on  Way  and   Works. 

369.  The  total  expenditure  on  "Way  and  Works  charged  to 
Loan  Account  was  £29,111,  the  principal  items  being — 

£ 

Strengthening  line 1,933 

Eeplacing  mated  rails         2,167 

Ballasting       982 

Fencing,  gates,  &c 1,854 

New  sidings 1,097 

Locomotive  Department. 
360..  A  large  amount  of  efficient  work  was  done  in  this  Depart- 
ment during  the  year,  both  in  improving  the  workshops  and  in 
repairing  and  bringing  into  sound  couditiou  the  locomotives  and 
rolling  stock  already  on  the  railway.  The  workshope  are  now 
in  a  creditable  and  efficient  state  fio  far  as  their  situation  amd 
equipment  permits.  The  locomotivt;  power  has  been  greatly 
bettered  by  the  economical  use  of  existing  stock  and  materials, 
and  great  redoctions  haye  been  made  in  the  consumption  of  oil, 
waste,  and  other  running  stores. 

This  has  been  efEected  by  careful  instruction  to  the  drivers 
and  firemen  on  the  part  of  the  Locomotive  Superintendent. 


J\'cw   Ridlhiy   Stock. 

361,  Three  new  English  engines,  built  by  Messrs.  Eitson  and 
Company,  of  Leeds,  to  designs  by  Mr.  Elliott  Cooper,  were 
imported  and  erected  during  the  year.  Two  American  p^ 
senger  cars  and  24  freight  cars  were  added  to  the  rolling  stock. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  42  passenger  cars  and  298 
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freight  cars  availiiible  for  traffic,  and  other  freight  cars  were 
under  order  or  in  course  of  cosstmctioB.  The  locomotiTP  power 
was  sufficient  to  deel  with  the  demands  on  it. 

362.  The  condition  of  the  railway  and  its  rolling  stock  and 
the  economy  of  its  maintenance  and  administration,  as  well  as 
the  amount  of  the  service  rendered  1:^  it  to  public  traffic,  have 
improved  during  the  year  in  a  marked  and  most  aatidactory 
manner.  There  ia  still  room  for  improvement  in  the  facilities 
i^ered  for  traffic,  in  punctuality  of  trains,  and  some  other 
respects.  These  defects  may,  it  is  hoped,  be  remedied  as  the 
demand  for  railway  service  increases  and  becomes  more  re- 
munerative. At  present  convenience  has  to  be  sacrificed  to 
economy,  and  many  of  the  deficiencies  are  due  to  the  necesBiiy 
for  running  mixed  freight  and  passenger  trains.  Unfortunately, 
owing  to  steep  grades  and  sharp  curves  on  the  western  eectioii 
of  the  railway  no  heavy  traffic  over  that  section  can  ever  be 
carried  at  cheap  rates  without  some  loss. 


XI.— MILITARY. 

Imperial  Fouces. 


363.  The  strength  of  the  Imperial  troops  in  the  Colony  on 
the  31st  March  was  1,866  of  all  raaiks.  During  the  year  the 
detachment  of  the  Lein^ter  Regiment  stationed  at  Newcastle 
was  replaced  }yy  a  detachment  of  the  Lancashire  Fusiliers. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  Imperial  Govemment'for  the 
Regvilar  Forces  was  £127,600. 

Militia. 
Li'cal  Forces. 

364.  The  strength  of  the  Militia  wt  the  close  of  the  year  was 
763,  of  which  number  169  were  artillery  and  589  infantry,  while 
the  remaining  5  belonged  to  the  permanent  stafF. 


366.  The  annual  training  was  carried  out  this  year  under 
conditions  different  from  ^oae  which  have  hitherto  obtained. 
It  hae  been  usual  for  the  artillery  to  proceed  for  12  days  to 
Port  Royal,  and  for  the  infantry  to  be  encamped  for  a  similar 
period  at  TTp  Park  Camp,  which  lies  on  the  outskirts  of  Kingston. 
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This  year,  however,  while  the  artillery  proceeded  to  Fort 
Bioyal  is  order  that  they  mig'M  go  through  tlieir  coaise  of 
inetmctioii  on  the  heavy  gunB  there,  the  infantry  and  a  battery 
of  artilleTy  were  seat  down  with  the  Imperial  bT)ops  to  a  distant 
part  of  the  Island,  where  field  mantBuvrea  and  field  firing  were 
carried  out  with  marked  snccesB.  The  training  was  of  great 
benefit  to  the  troops  which  took  part  in  it.  All  arrangements 
were  carried  out  as  if  the  forces  were  on  active  service,  and  the 
surrounding  country  which  had  been  specially  selected  with  this 
view  lent  itself  to  extensive  operations  of  an  instructive  cbair- 
acter.  The  Report  of  the  OfScer  Commanding  the  Troops  on  the 
work  done  by  the  Militia  and  on  their  general  efficiency  was  on 
the  whole  highly  favourable,  and  testified  to  the  increasing 
usefulness  of  the  Colonial  Forces. 


XII.— GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

Period  of  Depremion. 

366.  For  edz  years,  including  the  year  upon  which  I  have 
reported  in  this  despatch,  the  Island  of  Jamaica  has  been  suffer- 
ing from  agricultural  and  commercial  depression,  and  the  public 
finances  have  been  embarrassed  accordingly.  There  has  been 
very  heavy  retrenchment  in  public  expenditure,  and  the  limit 
has  been  reached  in  this  direction,  beyond  which  economy  could 
not  go  without  either  a  general  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  all 
established  public  servants  or  a  withdrawal  of  public  services 
upon  the  maintenance  of  which  the  community  urgently  insists — 
Education,  Judiciary,  Police,  Medical  Service,  &c.  At  the  same 
time  the  failure  of  the  Jamaica  Railway  Company  and  the  pro- 
vision of  a  subsidy  of  £20,000  to  the  Direct  Line  have  imposed 
new  and  heavy  burdens  on  the  Treasury,  which  have  had  to  be 
met  by  taxation  at  a  time  when  tiie  country  was  ill  able  to  bear  it. 


hnproeed  Prospects. 

Two  years  ago,  however,  in  reporting  on  the  Blue  Book  for 
1S99-1900  I  expressed  my  belief  from  observation  of  what  was 
being  done  in  the  country,  that,  with  favourable  seasons,  the 
general  condition  of  affairs  must  soon  improve;  and  in  intro- 
ducing the  Estimates  of  Revenue  amd  Expenditure  for  the  year 
now  current  I  stated  my  conviction  that  in  the  matter  of  public 
finance  Ae  Govemment  had  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
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that  hencefortli  we  slioiild  hare  a  mucli  easier  road  to  travel. 
This  expectation,  criticised  as  too  aaaguioo  at  the  time,  has 
been  iully  juBtified.  The  exports  of  Island  produce,  since  the 
>Ust  of  March  last,  have  continued  to  Hhow  an  increasing  excess 
over  the  exports  of  the  same  period  in  1901,  The  Eevenue 
shows  corresponding  elasticity,  and  I  am  under  no  apprehension 
that  a  very  substantial  surplus  will  not  be  realised. 


British  Fruit  Trade. 

367.  Were  it  not  for  the  aa  yet  undispelled  cloud  of  the  Foreign 
Bounties,  the  prospecta  of  the  sugar  industry  in  those  districts 
that  are  suited  for  it  would  be  thoroughly  sound  in  Jamaica.  The 
fruit  industiy  is  making  rapid  strides,  and  we  have  reason  for. 
confidence  that  the  markets  of  the  United  Kingdom  will  before 
long  come  into  appreciable  rivalry  with  that  of  the  United 
States  in  their  demand  for  our  bananas  and  perhaps  also  our 
citrus  fruit.  Since  the  close  of  the  year  Measra.  Elders,  Fyffes 
and  Company,  who  conduct  the  fruit  business  associated  with 
the  Direct  Line,  have  made  arrangements  with  the  United  Fruit 
Company  to  load  their  steamers.  It  is  too  early  to  criticise 
the  effects  of  this  arrangement  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  immensely  enhances  the  probability  of  the  banana  trade 
with  the  Unit«d  Kingdom  being  efficiently  handled  and  the 
market  there  established.  It  may  be  regrettable  that  an  English 
organisation  cannot  manage  the  fmit  business  as  well  as  an 
American  Trust,  but  the  circumstance  is  hardly  astonishing 
seeii^  that  the  Jamaica  fruit  export  has  been  abnost  entirely 
built  up  by  the  energy  and  capacity  of  the  predecessors  of  the 
United  Fruit  Company. 

Ihe  Dirert  Line. 

368.  I  have  already  (paragraph  114)  referred  to  the  institution 
of  the  Direct  West  India  mail  service  as  a  feature  of  special 
interest  in  the  history  of  the  year,  and  have  dealt  with  the 
extent  to  which  it  has  prepared  the  way  for  the  establishment 
of  an  important  fruit  trade  with  England ;  but  the  services  which 
this  enterprise  has  rendered  to  Jamaica  in  return  for  the  yearly 
subsidy  of  £20,000  are  very  far  from  being  confined  to  what  it 
hsB  effected  in  regard  to  the  fruit  trade. 

369.  The  Direct  steamers  considerably  reduced  the  passenger 
rates  between  Jamaica  and  England.  Formerly  the  first  class 
cabin  rates  by  the  Koyal  Mail  Line  were  from  £26  to  £40  single 
and  from  £40  to  £65  return.  They  have  been  cut  down  to  £18 
and  £25  single  and  £32  to  £40  return.  The  rates  for  children 
have  adao  been  very  greatly  reduced  and  this  has  enabled  parents 
to  have  their  children  out  t«  them  during  their  holidays  instead 
of  being  separated  from  them  for  many  years  as  was  formerly 
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tihe  rule.  The  direct  money  value  of  these  tednctionB  is  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  1,218  pasaesgers  were  carried  by  this  Line 
outwardfl  and  1^82  homewardB.  Many  of  these  were  JamiaicanB 
wlio  thus  profited  directly  by  thia  subsidy,  the  rest  were  visitors 
who  spent  money  in  the  Island.  This  competition  has  also 
caused  the  H<^al  Mail  Company  to  reduce  their  charges  to  their 
paasengers. 

370.  The  outwaxd  rates  ior  freight,  of  which  upwards  of  1,100 
tons  a  month  cm  an  averaige  have  been  carried,  have  been  greatly 
reduced,  to  the  advantage  of  importers,  and  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  the  Company,  with  the  object  of  assisting  the 
sugar  industry,  has  been  carrying  sugar  to  England  without 
chai^.  Unfortunately,  the  condition  of  the  English  market 
hae  not  encouraged  many  planters  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
advantage,  the  United  States  market  being  as  a  rule  so  much 
more  favourable  as  to  countervail  lihe  saving  on  freight,  but 
several  exporters  have  profited  largely  by  the  liberality  offered, 
one  to  the  amount  of  over  £600. 

371.  The  Direct  Line  has  also  established  a  weekly  ooastal 
service  round  the  Island  (Uiough  this  is  not  required  by  Uieir 
contract)  which,  with  the  weekly  coastal  steamer  of  the  Boyal 
Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  gives  a  service  round  the  Island  in 
each  direction  every  week.  The  rates  of  coastal  freight  have 
been  much  reduced  and  every  port  in  the  Island  has  benefited. 

372.  Sir  Alfred  Jones,  K.C.M.G.,  and  those  associated  with 
him  in  the  firm  of  Elder,  Dempster  and  Company  and  its  con- 
nection, have  also  during  the  year  under  review  taken  over  the 
management  of  the  two  principal  hotels  on  the  south  side  of  the 
ijand — ^Myrtle  Bank  and  Constant  Spring — and  have  in  the 
improvement,  equipment,  and  advertisement  of  these  hotels 
spent  nearly  £20,000. 

373.  The  Direct  Line  nnd  the  improvement  of  these  hotels 
attracted  to  the  Island  in  the  spring  of  1903  an  unprecedented 
influx  of  English  visitors,  whilst  the  improved  hotel  accommoda- 
tion contributed  to  encourage  the  infiux  of  American  visitors. 
The  American  tourist  traffic  has  been  effectively  promoted  by 
the  United  Fruit  Company  who  have  a  fine  hotel  at  Port 
Antonio,  and  whose  frequent  stesaners  offer  attractive  facilities 
to  visiton,  and  there  is  every  reason  confidently  to  expect  that 
the  enterprises  of  the  Direct  Line  in  this  connection  will  be  of 
increasing  yearly  profit  to  the  Colony.  Last  spring  tlie  total 
influx  of  visitors  was  much  greater  than  it  has  ever  been  before 
(if  the  year  of  the  Jamaica  Exhibition  be  left  out  of  account, 
as  to  which  1  cannot  speak).  The  numbers,  I  am  assured,  ex- 
ceeded three  thousand.  The  majority,  no  doubt,  came  from 
the  United  States  and  did  not  make  any  very  long  stay,  but 
the  English  visitors  bnraghi  by  the  Direct  Line  and  the  It<^ 
Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  and  accommodated  in  Messrs. 
Elder,  Dempster  Company's  boteU  must  have  spent  a  large 
amount  in  the  Island. 
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374.  I  regard  it  as  berond  question  that,  taking  into  account 
the  fruit  trade,  the  reduction  of  passenger  fares,  the  reduction 
of  ocean  and  coastal  freights,  the  rehabilitation  of  the  two  hotels, 
and  the  introduction  of  visitors,  the  Direct  Line  has  in  trade 
and  money  brought  into  the  Island  and,  in  the  savings  of 
commercial  and  private  expenses  it  has  made  possible,  directly 
repaid  much  more  than  the  amount  of  the  subsidy  granted  it.  In- 
directly for  improving  mail  facilities,  shortening  the  voyage  to 
England,  and  for  promoting  a  better  knowledge  of  the  Island 
and  its  possibilities  it  can  claim  a  targe  additional  credit,  and 
although  it  does  not,  as  yet,  directly  bring  back  to  the  Treasury 
a  revenue  equivalent  to  the  subsidy,  it  has  demonstrably  con- 
duced even  in  this  first  year  to  increasing  the  Customs  Duties 
and  Harbour  Dues  and  Postal  Revenues  and  other  receipts 
besides  enabling  more  than  £2,600  to  be  saved  on  the  mail 
subsidy  of  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company. 

375.  It  is  right  to  give  so  much  credit  to  the  institution  of 
the  Direct  Line  for  the  improved  promise  of  our  circumstances, 
although  comparatively  little  of  the  actual  improvement  as  yet 
realised  can  be  attributed  to  that  enterprise.  The  bulk  of  it 
has  been  due  to  the  increased  demand  for  fruit  in  the  United 
States  and  to  the  great  amount  of  planting  that  has  been  done  to 
supply  it. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  a  like  energy  may  be  developed 
in  the  planting  of  chocolate  and  the  improvement  of  our  common 
coffee,  but  to  bring  this  about  will  be  a  long  and  difficult  task. 

376.  The  year  has  had  in  some  respects  more  than  usual  of 
characterieticB  interesting  and  even  diverting  to  an  observant 
resident  involved  in  the  affairs  of  the  Island.  He  has  been  the 
amused  spectator  of  a  discovery  of  Jamaica,  if  not  of  the  West 
Indies  generally,  on  the  part  of  some  sections  of  British  jour- 
nalism and  the  British  newspaper  public.  Jamaica  has  been 
the  subject  of  more  than  the  usual  number  of  "  ImprcBsions " 
and  criticisms  mostly  somewhat  ill-informed,  superficial,  and 
devoid  of  originality.  The  increasing  frequency  of  visitors 
t^t  we  look  for  will  in  time,  we  hope,  disabuse  the  American 
and  British  public  of  the  idea  that  we  live  under  the  shade  of 
Mont  Plel4e  amd  Home  Oarou,  and  are  overwhelmed  with 
volcanic  ashes  and  seethed  in  boiling  springs ;  that  our  negro 
population  is  in  a  chronic  state  of  suppressed  rebellion ;  and  our 
commercial  and  planting  classes  clamouring  for  annexation  to 
the  United  States  or  to  Canada.  All  these  myths  come  out  to  us 
as  news  from  the  Mother  Country  or  the  American  continent. 
They  are  the  outcome  of  the  ingenuity  of  audacious  local 
journalists  and  cable  correspondents  who  know  their  dietiUle, 
but  they  appear  in  foreign  joumals  before  they  appear  in  our 
own.  Our  visitors  often  express  astonishment  at  the  ignorant 
self-complacency  of  the  Creole,  but  the  creole  has  before  him 
the  constant  spectacle  of  gross  ignorance  and  gullibility  on  the 
part  of  his  British  and  American  cousins  in  regard  to  geogra- 
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pMcal  and  aocial  facta  of  which  ereiy  Jamuoa  school  boy  is 
ccgniBant. 

3T7.  I  have  observed  that,  ae  a  people,  we  heive  a  habit  of 
bein^  rather  sorry  for  ourselveB.  We  have  not  the  cheerfulness 
of  the  Barbadian.  On  the  other  hand  our  depressioD  makes  us 
mumpish  and  melancholy  rather  than  vicious  and  violent.  We 
overdo  our  talk  of  depression,  we  overdo  out  talk  of  the  ex- 
travagances of  the  Government,  of  the  superfluity  of  oar 
public  officials.  Our  visitors  take  for  public  gospel  what  we 
promulgate  for  private  consumption. 

I  trust  that  this  Report  may  be  held  to  show  that  the  prospects 
of  the  Island  are  sound  enough,  and  that  however  costly  the 
establishment  of  Qovemment  may  appear,  it  is  for  the  most 
part  doing  good  work  for  that  cost,  amd  work  that  is  fully 
demanded  by  the  community,  however  much  they  may  groan 
about  having  to  pay  for  it. 

I  have,  ArC., 
Stdhbt  Ouveu, 
Administering  the  Govemnunt. 
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TABLE  V. 

Holdings  Tax. 
Summary  of  Beturns  1890-  tl  to  1901-02. 


Naml>er  of  holdings 

Amoant  coUectod. 

Tear. 

Cnmnt. 

Arreara. 

Total 

Cacrent 

Arreare 

Total. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1890-91   

Not 

Not 

114,944 

Not 

Not 

16,112 

tooordeA-  reoorde  i 

raoorded. 

recorded 

1891-92    

„       1       .. 

91,372 

„ 

13,869 

1892-93    

86,242 

7,930 

94,172 

13,124 

1,131 

14,2fl6 

1893-94    

85,988 

7,845 

93,'(33 

13,116 

1,267 

14,383 

1894-95    

84,199 

8,520 

92,7 1'l 

12,891 

1,475 

U,3S9 

1895-96    

80,352 

10,315 

90,667 

12,470 

1,98'! 

14,456 

1896-97    

68,263 

8,322 

76,5  i5 

10,988 

1608 

12,696 

1897-98    

60,338 

11,421 

71,759 

10.017 

2,092 

12,109 

1898-99    

62,635 

17,685 

80,2-2'5 

10,323 

3!649 

13,978 

1899-1900 

61,416 

18,345 

79,761 

10,135 

3,769 

13,904 

1900-01*  

60,718 

18,457 

79,176 

6,696 

3,760 

10,456 

1901-02t 

72,010 

28,097 

100,107 

19,160 

5,444 

24,604 

*  Two-thirda  of  year.  f  Tax  increaaed. 

TABLE  VI. 

HouBB  Tax. 

Summary  of  Total  Returns  of  Home  Tax,  1886-1902. 


Average 

Nomber  of  honeee 

IMidOQ. 

Total. 
Yield. 

Average 

payment  i»er 

Honw. 

Cnrrent. 

Aireara. 

Total. 

..    d. 

£ 

«.  d. 

1886-87 

1  10 

71,957 

6,312 

77,269 

43,742 

II  ?i 

1887-88 

75,542 

7,153 

82,695 

48,032 

1888-89 

— 

77,702 

5,142 

82,844 

62,427 

12    8 

1889-90 

— 

80,960 

6,331 

86,291 

\K\r^k\ 

• 

1890-91 

_ 

81,396 

4.438 

85,834 

i»,m ' 

11     3 

1891-92 

82,373 

12    4i 

1892-93 

82,364 

5,591 

87,955 

53,866 

82,552 

5,632 

88,184 

66,290 

12    S 

1894-95 

79,878 

5,421 

86,289 

56,684 

13  a 

1896-% 

76,393 

7,154 

82,547 

57,217 

13  10 

1896-97 

2    3 

66,313 

6,532 

72,845 

64,898 

1897-98 

2    8 

58,664 

9,187 

67,861 

62,886 

15    7 

1898-99 

2    7 

59,121 

14,428 

73,649 

65,372 

1899-00 

2    63 

56,372 

1900-Olt 

2    7} 

55.743 

12,944 

68,687 

62,996 

1901-02 

2    1] 

64,346 

17,312 

81,658 

62,858 

15    4} 

*  In  the  parioda  which  are  only  portiona  of  a  year  no  fair  arerage  per 
bonae  comparable  with  the  otben  cftn  De  arriTed  at. 
t  Tiro  thiida  of  year. 
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TABLE   IX. 


Table  of  Laws  passed  at  a  Sebbioh  of  the  Lboiblatitb 
Council  of  Jamaica,  wliich  began  on  the  6th  dar  of 
Febbuabt  and  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  30th  day  of  Mat* 
1901. 


The  Jammica  Bulv&y  Teatiiig  Law,  1901. 

The  Conetabnlarj  I.bw,  Amendment  Law,  1901. 

The  Begutration  of  Totera  Law,  Amendment  Law,  190L 

The  Patent  Laws,  Amendment  Law,  1901. 

The  Calcium  Carbide  Sale  and  Stor^e  Law,  1901. 

The  Quit  Bents  and  Produce  Protection  Ontiea  AppropriatioD  Law, 
1901. 

The.Kingston  Unoompied  Boom  Rate  Law,  1901. 

A  Law  to  allow  and  confirm  certain  expenditure  m  1899-1900. 

A  Law  to  impow  additional  taxation  on  lands  in  aid  of  6«neral 
Bevenae. 

A  Law  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Eingatou  ABsetament  Iawb. 

The  Appropriation  Law,  1901-02. 

The  Match  Esdae  Dntr  Law,  1901. 

The  Beformatoriee  andlndoatiial  Scboola  Law,  Amendment  Law, 
1901. 

A  Law  to  amend  the  Jamaica  Bulwav  Company's'  Law,  1889. 

The  Frodooe  Froteotion  Laws  Amendment  Law,  1901. 

A  Law  to  give  effect  to  certain  stipnlations  oontained  in  the  Con- 
vention made  between  tbe  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  rdatiTe  to  the  disposal  of  real  and  personal  property 
signed  at  Washington  on  the  2nd  of  March  1899. 

The  Farodiial  Boards  Laws  Consolidation  Law,  1901.  ^'<Pf. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Agricnltaral  Pertilisers  and  Feeding 
UtnfTs. 

The  Tutp»ers  Belief  Law  1693,  Amendment  Law,  1901. 

The  Port  Boyal  Begnlation  Law,  1901. 

A  Law  in  aid  of  the  Laws  relating  to  Pnedial  Larceny. 

The  Valuation  Law,  1901. 

The  Scholarship  Law,  1901. 

The  May  Pen  Gemetwy  and  Bumper  Hall  Hospital  Lav. 

The  Btamp  Daty  Laws,  Amendment  Law,  1901. 
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TABLE  X. 

(B.)  Sbcokdaet  Education. 


Mndowed  Schools  under  the 
C 
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the  following,  among  other,  reportB  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
Colonial  Foseessions  Imva  bemi  isened,  and  may  be  obtained  from, 
tiie  Bonrces  indicated  on  the  title  page : — 

ANNUAL. 


No. 

Cd10B7. 
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1900 
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1900-1901 
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1900 
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Newfonnd&nd 

Bnbonic  Pl^:ue. 

7 

Mineral  Resouroes. 

8 

Western  Padfio 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica 
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Condition  dnrifig  1897. 

U 

Grenada 

Agricnltnra  in  Caniacoo. 
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12 
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Canada     
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16 
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18 
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Operations    in    New    Temtoiy 
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Medi^  Reports. 
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General  Report. 
Report  on  Cariba. 
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No.  348 


LAGOS. 


REPORT    FOR    1900-1901. 

(For  Report  for  1899,  see  No.  321.) 


J^ngtatti  to  bath^oxaug  at  {sTiiEmntt  bg  Cmitmmb  of  Hi*  Jftsjntfi. 
Februari/,  1902. 
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Bt  OABLIHQ  i  SON.  bn>.,  34-M,  Baooh  &tu>t,  B. 
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and  Sa,  AgnroDow  Strnt,  WrnvninzB,  S.W. 
or  OLTTER  J»  BOTD,  BDimniBSK, 
or  E.  PONSONBT,  116,  Ourtox  tmvr 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Uajeety's 
Colonial  PoBsesaionB  have  been  iaeaed,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  soorceB  indicated  on  the  titJe  page  : — 
.  ,         ANKTPAU 


Colony. 


Te«. 


32) 

Lugo*      

1899 

322 

Bermuda 

1900 

32A 

at.  Helena          

H24 

Sierra  Leone      

325 

Ounbia 

326 

Barbados            

327 

Tntks  and  CucoB  IsUnda        

329 

Malta      

S30 

btra.t8  Settlements       

331 

Fiji          

332 

St  Lucia 

333 

Seychellea           

Falkland  Islands            
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336 

Mauritius  sad  Bodrigues         

336 

British  New  Guinea     

Ig99"l9(i0 

337 

Leeward  Islands           

1900 
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Trinidad  and  Tobago 

340 

Hong  Kong       

341 
342 

Ceylon 

Gibraltar 

" 

343 

1900^1901 

344 

GoldCoaat        

1900 

346 

Grenada 

346 

Northern  Nigeria          

1900-1901 

347 

" 
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No. 

Colony. 

Subject. 

J 

GoIdCoaat        

2 

Znlnland 

Forwta. 

3 

Sierra  Leone      

neol<^y  and  Botany 

4 

Canada    

Emigration. 
9i«»r  Industry. 

5 

Bahamas 

6 

Hong  Kong        

Bubomc  Plague, 

8 

Western  Pacdfic 

9 

Dominica           

AKricottnre. 

10 

Virgin  Island* 

Condition  during  1897. 

11 

12 

AnguiUa 

CoAlilanda     

K-hfl-- 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

13 
14 

Trade,  1899. 
Fibre  Indnatry. 

15 

Canada    

Legal  SUtus  of  British  North 

16 

Mediial  Reports. 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  IslaodB      ... 

Beport  for  1896-1900. 

Ho-WKong       

(hiring  1900.                            ' 
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No.  34& 
LAGOS. 

(For  Report  for  I89S,  «f  No.  Sai.J 

QoTEKNOB  Sis  W.  HacQkegob  to  Mb.  Cbause&ujjx. 

Gkivenuaent  House, 

Lagos, 
SOth  NoTember,  1901. 
J 


/ 


I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Bla«  Book  for  the 
Financial  Year  1900-1901,  together  with  a  full  report  on  it  b; 
the  Honourable  C.  H.  H.  Moseley,  Colonial  Secretary. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  MacGbegos, 

Omemor. 


107S8*— 75— I/190J    WtaWW    D*S— I 
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IWMWl,  Colonial  Secretary's  OflSce, 

^~'  Lagos, 

Sth  November,  1901. 
Sib. 

I  BAVB  the  hoDour  to  inbmit  the  following  Report  on 
the  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  Financial  Year  1900-1901. 


Taxes  and  Ditties. 

Xo  new  tax  was  leviecl  during  the  year,  except  that  Customs 
dues  were  increased  by  imposing  on  all  goods  of  every  description, 
not  specially  exempted  in  the  second  part  of  Ordinance  No.  8 
of  1899,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  value  of 
goods  at  the  port  from  which  the  same  shall  have  been  imported. 
Previously,  on  like  goods,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  five  per  cent. 
only  was  levied. 

There  are  no  local  direct  taxes  levied  by  the  Government 


Hevende  and  Exfenbituke. 

The  total  revenue  for  the  year  1900-1901  amounted  to 
£211,467,  showing  an  increase,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  of  il8,676,  and  a  slight  increase,  £687,  over'Uie  sum 
estimated.  The  population  of  the  Colony  and  Protectorate  being 
in  round  numbers  1,500,000,  taxation  per  head  is  2s.  9d. 

The  expenditure  of  the  year  amounted  to  £187,124,  against 
£223,289  the  year  previous. 

Comparative  statements  of  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the 
years  1899  and  1900-1901  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this 
Keport. 

Exports. 

During  the  year  190U  there  was  a  heavy  fall  in  the  value  of 
"West  African  mahogany. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  timber  was  cut  by  natives,  who 
were  greatly  disappointed  by  the  very  low  prices  offered  in 
Lagos.  For  a  long  time  there  was  a  large  accumulation  of 
logs  at  Ejinrin,  Epe,  and  in  the  numerous  rivers  in  the  .western 
waters.  Logs  once  brought  fo  Lagos  and  allowed  to  lie  in  salt 
water  are  soon  destroyed  by  the  teredo,  a  genus  of  worm  which 
is  very  destructive,  boring  into  the  timber  and  destroying  it 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  becomes  unmarketable.  To  avoid  this, 
logs  were  not  brought  down  to  Lagos,  but  allowed  to  accumulate 
in  large  numbers  in  the  fresh  water  livers  as  well  as  at  Ejinria 
and  Ep4,  where  the  water  is  quite  fresh. 
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The  low  prices  ruling  in  the  European  markets  decreased  the 
popularity  of  timber  cutting.  A  good  deal  of  loss  was  also  io- 
curred  by  immature  trees  being  felled  by  native  timber-cuttars 
encouraged  by  merchants,  who,  in  order  to  secure  a  good  log, 
would  purchase  useless  ones  with  which  it  might  be  united  in  a 
lot,  timber  being  sold  in  lots. 

This  practice  waa  detrimental,  as  it  induced  the  native  timber- 
cutters  to  fell  small  trees  which  were  unmarketable.  It  is  feared 
that  considerable  timber  has  been  destroyed  in  thia  way,  and 
it  is  obvioQs  that  much  labour  has  been  wasted  from  the  same 
cause.  This  useless  expenditure  of  labour  might  have  been  more 
profitably  employed  in  producing  palm  oil  and  kernels,  and 
the  loss  of  labour  is  as  much  to  be  deprecated  as  the  loss  of 
immature  trees. 

Timber  concessions  to  Europeans  have  not  been  profitable  for 
several  reasons,  the  most  prominent  .being  the  fall  in  price  in 
Europe  of  timber,  and  the  high  freights  charged  by  the  Steam- 
ship Companies,  and  at  one  time  the  utter  failure  of  the  Steam- 
ship Companies  to  provide  shipping  accommodation,  whereby 
many  Ic^s  were  ruined  from  lying  in  the  lagoon,  where  they 
wore  destroyed  by  the  teredo.  This  unfortunate  stat*  of  affairs 
has  produced  inconvenience  and  great  loss  to  the  concession- 
'aires,  and  injury  to  the  trade  of  the  Colony ;  and  the  mischief 
done  will  not  easily  or  speedily  be  repaired. 

Owing  to  the  above  causes  the  timber  trade  has  been  a  very 
disappointing  one,  and  it  must  be  expected  that  this  industiy 
will,  at  any  rate  for  some  time,  be  much  neglected.  In  ad- 
dition, the  loss  of  labour  unprofitably  employed  must  not  be 
overlooked  in  dealing  with  this  question. 

The  trade  in  rubber  has,  unfortunately,  continued  to  languish, 
as  every  expert  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  forests  foretold 
it  must  do.  There  is,  however,  stili  hope  for  this  export,  if 
stringent  measures  of  forest  regeneration  are  energetically 
carried  out.  In  this  industry,  as  in  the  timber  trade,  labour 
has  been  wasted  ^hich  might  have  been  put  to  profitable  use  in 
collecting  and  exploiting  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels.  Tlie 
staples  of  the  Colony  are  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels,  timber, 
and  rubber.  Labour  diverted  from  working  palm  oil  and 
kernels  to  the  industry  of  cutting  down,  hauling,  and  floating  to 
Lagos  immature  and  unsaleable  logs,  and  to  hunting  throngh 
the  forest  to  collect  a  few  cupfuls  of  rubber  from  a  small  remnant 
of  undersized  and  overlapped  Ir6  rubber  trees,  is  waste  of  labour 
in  the  worst  possible  degree.  The  trade  of  the  Colony  in  palm 
oil  and  palm  kernels  has  suffered  during  1901  through  no 
failure  of  nature,  but  from  want  of  the  necessaiy  labour  to  gather 
the  yield. 

At  the  end  of  this  report,  a  return  showing  the  details  of 
imports  and  exports  during  five  years  will  be  found. 
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^^    '       The  amoiint  of  the  debt  of  the  Colony,  on  the  Slat  tfBreh, 
1901,  was  £972,902. 

This  debt  has  been  incurred  solely  for  the  building  of  the 
railway  from  Lagos  to  Ib4dan,  the  tramway  from  Lagos  to 
Iddo,  the  Abeokuta  branch  of  the  railway,  and  the  bridges 
from  Logos  island  to  the  mainland. 

The  Legislature  h«a  sanctioned  the  borrowing  of  £1,053,700 
for  these  purposes. 

Laggs  Qotebnuent  Railway. 

The  railway  from  Lagos  to  Ibadan  was  opened  for  traffic  on 
March  4th  with  enthusiastic  ceremony.  The  length  of  the  line 
is  132J  miles.  Construction  work  began  in  December,  1896. 
The  cost  has  been,  in  round  numbe;^,  £1,000,000. 

The  extension  of  the  line  is  being  considered  along  two 
alternative  routes,  viz.,  either  vid  (»yo,  Ogbomoeho,  llorin,  and 
thence  across  the  Ni^tfr  tuEano,  orvciilwo,  Edi,OBhogbo,  Ilesha, 
Ikirun,  llorin,  and  thence  northward.  Preliminary  surveys 
have  been  taken.  At  present,  the  important  towns  served  are 
Lagos,  Abeokuta,  and  Ib&dan.  A  small  branch  line  is  being 
CfHiBtnicted  from  the  station  at  Aro,  near  Abeokuta,  to  the  walls 
of  the  town,  across  the  river  Ogun.  The  terminus  at  Iddo  is 
being  joined  to  Lagos  hj  a  light  tramway  running  over  Uie 
Carter  bridge. 

Effect  of  the  RaUway  on  the  Local  Markets. 

Ikorodu  market  depends  mainly  upon  the  supply  of  native 
produce  from  the  Egbu  country,  the  Ijebu  Bemo  country,  and 
the  Ib&dan  country,  and  the  corresponding  demand  in  those 
territories  for  articles  ol  European  man»ifacture  or  preparation. 

The  railway  tape  the  Egba  and  Ibadan  countries  directly, 
and  it  is  certain  that  so  soon  as  native  producers  have  acquired 
confidence  in  the  line  the  effect  will  be  that  Ikorodu  market  will 
become  nothing  but  a  large  local  (Ijebu)  market  for  Remo  only. 
Attendance  at  this  market  has  been  known  to  average  anything 
from  10,000  to  15,000  persons.  To  bring  produce  from  Ibadan 
to  Ikorodu  by  foot  takes  three  days;  from  the  north  of  the 
Remo  two  days ;  and  from  the  EglM  country  from  one  to  two 
days.  An  extra  day  must  be  added  for  the  journey  to  Lagos. 
The  railway  halves  these  times  at  the  least,  and  instead  of  a 
native  producer  in  Ibadan  having  to  wait  from  aix  to  eight 
days  for  the  price  of  his  produce  he  can  now  have  it  in  about 
three  days.  So  soon  as  the  native  producer  appreciates  this 
it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  every  ton  of  produce  that  used  to 
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be  a«nt  to  Ikorodu  from  £gbs  and  IbiLdaii  teiritoriea  will  be 
Bent  direct  to  Lagos  vid  the  railway.  t 

Ikoei  market  is  a  purely  Ijebu  market,  aad  practically  a  local 
one,  and  so  far  as  can  be  seen  will  not  be  affected  by  the  rail- 
way, unless  at  some  future  time  a  branch  line  is  constructe*' 
from  Aro  to  Shagamu,  Ijebu-Ode,  Araromi,  Aiyesan,  and  the 
Ondo  country. 

Ejinrin. — Tbis  market,  said  to  be  the  biggest  in  West  Africa, 
will  be  prejudicially  effected  by  the  railway,  and  almoet  to  Ibe 
same  extent  as  Ikorodu,  for,  although  it  "  feeds  "  a  greater 
expanse  of  territory  than  the  Ikorodu  market,  yet  this  is  counter- 
balanced by  the  fact  that  some  of  the  districts  within  its  zone 
are  now  also  in  commercial  commilnication  with  Southern 
ffigeria,  principally  vid  New  Benin.  Ejinrin  depends  upon  the 
Ijebu -Ode,  Ib&dani  Ilesha,  Ikale,  Ojo,  Ondo,  and  Mahin 
countries, 

Ibddan  and  Ilesha  and  northern  parts  of  Ijebu-Ode  will,  tm- 
doubtedly,  be  tapped  by  the  railway,  and  Ejinrin  will,  in  all 
probability,  remain  a  large  local  market  for  the  supply  of  the 
Ijebu-Ode  territory. 

Tari/f. 

All  goods,  not  including  agricultural  produce,  are  dtvidcd 
for  railway  transport  into  three  claaaes  for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  the  rates  at  which  they  are  carried.  The  following  are 
the  rates  fixed  for  the  three  classes  i  — 

Class  I.  9d.  per  ton  per  mile. 

Glass  II.  Qd.  per  ton  per  mile. 

Class  III 3d.  per  ton  per  mile. 

A  rebate  of  7}  per  cent,  ia  allowed  to  any  consignor  who 
forwards  a  consignment  of  not  less  than  10  tons,  and  10  per  cent 
for  a  consignment  of  not  less  than  16  tons. 

The  annual  charge  on  account  of  the  Public  Debt  incurred  for 
the  railway  is  £51,730. 

Shipping. 

Five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  steamers  and  one  sailing 
vessel,  representing  a  tonnage  of  536,091,  entered.  Of  these, 
370  were  British  and  168  foreign,  the  aggregate  tonnage  in 
each  case  being  British  415,501,  and  foreign  120,590. 

Mail,  Cargo,  and  Patseiiger  Service. 
The  mail,  cargo,  and  passenger  service  of  the  Colony  has 
been  performed  by  the  Elder,  Dempster  Line  running  from 
Liverpool  thrice  monthly,  and  from  Hiuaburg  monthly  by  the 
steamers  of  the  Woermann  Line.  In  addition,  cargo  steamers 
of  the  above  lines  run  irregularly  between  Liverpool  and  Lagos. 
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Laoos,  Several  aew  ships  were  launched  by  Mesara.  Elder,  Dempster 
1900-1901.  A  Co.  daring  1900,  and  the  serrice  has  since  been  better  con- 
~~~"  ducted,  being  now  much  more  reliable.  This  will  prove  a  great 
convenience  and  benefit,  since,  heretofore,  communication  had 
been  irregular.  The  importance  of  the  establishment  of  regular 
communication  will  not  be  disputed  by  anyone.  The  industries 
of  the  Colony  have  flagged,  and  our  commerce  has  suffered, 
severely  in  the  past  from  the  slow,  irregular,  and  infrequ^it 
means  by  which  alone  the  European  markets  could  be  reached. 

OtBcers  and  other  passengers  leaving  for  Europe  or  the 
northern  coast  experience  great  inconvenience  and  discomfort 
at  times  in  having  to  wait  tossing  abont  for  daya  outside  the 
bar,  or  even  having  to  return  and  then  go  out  again  to  meet  Uie 
ocean-going  steamers,  whose  arrival  here  from  Forcados  ia  most 
uncertain. 

For  this,  and  other  reaetms  of  importance  to  commerce,  n 
system  of  some  direct  means  of  communication  between  Lagos 
and  Forcados  was  considered  a  pressing  necessify.  The  finances 
i)f  the  Polony  would  not  justify  undertaking  a  subsidy  of  £3,600 
3.  year  to  connect  the  two  places  by  cable,  and  the  CMistmction 
of  a  land  wire  would  mean  an  expenditure  for  building  and 
maintenance  that  could  not  at  the  time  be  met.  There  re- 
Aiained  only  the  pigeon  post :  and  proposals  were  submitted  and 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  establishment  of  this 
system  of  communication  between  these  two  places.  The  ^xain* 
ing  of  pigeons  was  taken  in  hand  1^  Captain  Elgee.  This 
officer  has  successfully  trained  birds  to  fiy  from  stations  withia 
the  Colony  and  Protectorate,  and,  in  spite  of  the  many  difficul- 
ties to  be  overcome,  it  is  hoped  that  the  system  will  be  perfected 
at  no  distant  date,  and  the  experiment  of  connecting  the  two 
ports  be  successful. 

The  eastern  and  western  districts  of  the  Colony  are  now 
connected  by  regular  and  reliable  weekly  steam  launch  com- 
munication, which  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  previous 
irregular  communication  by  small  open  canoes.  The  services 
are  performed  by  Government  launches,  and  the  launch  which 
•conveys  the  Westprn  District  mails  and  passengers  proceeds  to 
Porto  Novo. 

The  rate  to  Great  Britain  by  the  African  Direct  Telegraph 
Company  has  been  reduced  from  7j.  id.  to  6s,  5rf.  per  word, 
-Government  messages  being  taken  at  half  this  rate.  In  addition 
to  an  annual  subsidy  of  £1,000,  paid  to  the  African  Direct 
Telegraph  Company  by  the  Lagos  Government,  £636  was  paid 
to  this  Company  for  telegrams  despatched  over  the  line  during 
the  year. 

Inland  telegraphic  communication  between  Jebba,  iff 
IJorthem  Nigeria,  and  the  principal  out-stations  in  the  Colony 
-was  maintained  by  the  Government  at  a  cost  of  £1,353- 

The  rate  charged  is  6d.  for  12  words. 
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Banks. 

The  Savings  Bank,  whicli  is  under  the  management  and 
control  of  the  Colonial  TreBsurer,  allows  interest  on  deposit«  at 
the  rate  of  2^  per  cent,  per  annnm.  Sums  depoaited  during  Lh« 
year  amount«d  to  £9,419,  as  against  £10,487  in  1899,  a  deonwM 
of  £1,068.  The  vithdravals  were  £9,855,  as  against  £9,842  the 
previous  year. 

The  Bank  held  a  total  of  £16,117  for  1,173  depositors,  on  tlie 
■list  December.  1900,  as  against  £16,553,  which  stood  to  the 
credit  of  1,071  depositors  in  1899,  a  decrease  of  £436  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  Bank  of  British  West  Africa  started  business  in  Lagos 
in  1891  as  the  African  Banking  Corporation.  The  authorised 
capital  of  the  Baak  ia  £250,000,  subscribed  capital  £100,000, 
ealled-up  capital  £40,000,  reserve  caiHtal  £60,000,  reserve 
£11,610.     The  business  of  the  Bank  is  increasing  every  year. 

Four  per  cent,  interest  is  allowed  on  yearly  deposits,  and 
three  per  cent,  for  deposits  of  six  months. 

Medical. 

The  expenditure  on  account  of  hospitals,  and  the  Medical 
Department  generally,  amounted  to  £11,535.  Of  this  sum 
£9,070  was  paid  in  salaries.  Other  expenses  entailed  a  charge 
of  £2,465.  In  1890  the  expenditure  on  account  of  this  Depart- 
ment was  only  £2,975.  In  1895,  £5,939.  This  large  increase 
in  expenditure  is  incurred  almost  entirely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  classes.  The  Lagos  hospital  has  during  the  past  three  years 
become  more  and  more  popular,  and  with  its  green  lawns  and 
shrubberies  it  is  one  of  the  most  attractive-looking  spots  in  the 
Colony. 

The  hospitals  of  the  Colony  consist  of  the  Lagos  Hospital,  the 
Contagious  Diseases  Hospital,  Badagry  Hospital,  £p4  Hospital, 
.  and  a  Leper  Hospital.  In  addition,  there  are  dispensaries  at 
Ereko  and  Ebut6  Metta.  A  Lunatic  Asylum,  situated  at  Yaba 
on  the  mainland,  commenced  in  1900,  will  shortly  be  ready  for 
occupation. 

A  return  showing  *the  distribution  of  medical  officers  and 
nurses  of  the  Department  is  attached. 

On  the  26tb  of  January  last  a  number  of  ladies  of  Lagos 
met,  1^  invitation,  at  G-ovemment  House,  with  ^e  result  that 
the  "  Lagos  Ladies'  Xioague "  was  formed,  the  main  object  of 
which  is  the  administration  of  quinine  to  children  and  the  com- 
bating of  infant  mortfdity. 

An  extract  is  given  of  the  speech  made  by  the  Governor 
(Sir  William  MacGregor)  on  this  occasion,  which  sets  fortti  the 
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\**M»,      iiMe«itv  for  attention  tc  tlio  high  percentage  of  mortality  is 
IMWWl.   the  Colony:  — 

"  We  are  fully  aware  that  there  is  in  this  town  an  appalling 
amount  of  Bicknees,  which  ia  attended  by  a  frigh.tful  rate  of 
mortolify.  Two  thousand  two  hundred  pereoas  die  in  this  small 
town  every  year.  It  appears  from  official  returns  that  about 
one-baU  of  our  children,  die  within  the  first  year.  Now  that  is 
not  a  matter  for  us  to  sit  by  and  look  at  with  our  hands  folded. 
The  great  question  is:  Can  we  do  anything  to  improve  it?  I 
believe  that  we  can  do  a  great  deal,  and  if  it  is  true  that  we 
can  do  90,  it  is  my  duty  and  yours  to  do  what  is  in  our  power." 

Un  the  4th  of  Febmaiy  the  League  elected  its  officers,  the 
first  Presideat  being  Mrs.  Sapara  Williams,  and  the  Yic%- 
President  Mrs.  I,  Oluwole,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  native  BishopSr 
and  the  Secretary  Mrs.  0.  Johnson. 

The  islands  of  Lagoe  and  Iddo,  with  the  mainland  suburb  of 
Ebute  Metta,  have  been  divided  into  16  districts,  to  each  of 
which  a  proportionate  number  of  ladies  is  appointed,  one  lady 
in  each  section  acting  as  head  of  the  district;  and  at  regular 
and  irregular  periods  the  sick  poor  of  the  districts  are  visited 
by  one  or  more  of  the  ladies  appointed  to  them  respectively. 
Since  its  formation  aome  hundreds  of  persoas  have  been  supplied 
with  medicines  and  medical  help  through  the  medium  of  the 
Iieague. 

The  League  receives  every  assistance  from  the  Government. 
Leaflets  of  instruction  in  the  use  of  quinine,  infant  feeding,  and 
the  treatment  of  malarial  fever  have  been  written  by  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer  for  the  guidance  and  information  of  the  League, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  has  conveyed  hia  expression  of  satis- 
factioD  at  its  formation,  and  the  hope  that  it  will  be  successful 
in  the  humane  and  public-spirited  labours  which  it  has  under- 
taken. 

At  present  the  League  comprises  about  100  ladies,  and  it  is 
obvious  that,  it«  efforts  being  properly  organized  and  directed, 
it  can  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  dealing  with  the  needs 
of  the  sick  poor  of  a  population,  which,  in  Lagos  alone,  numbers 
some  42,500. 

Sanitatioh. 

During  the  year  sanitation  occupied  the  closest  attention  of. 
the  authorities. 

In  1890  a  sum  of  £974  was  spent  undei'  this  head  of  service. 
In. 1895  there  was  an  expenditure  of  £1,340,  and  during  1900 
£3,699  was  spent.  Additioaa  in  expenditure  were  made  for  an 
increased  number  of  sanitai?  inspectors  and  scavengers,  all  o£ 
which  were  very  much  required.  The  sanitary  state  of  the  town 
has  ETieatly  improved  within  the  past  ten  years,  but  there  is  room 
for  still  greater  improvement.     The  services  have  been  obtained 
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of  a  Government  chemiat  at  a  cost  of  over  £700,  whose  atteu*      LAa<», 
tion  since  his  arrival  in  the  Colony  hae  been  almost  eutirelj   S900-1WL 
devoted  to  matters  connected  with  health. 

In  January  a  CtHomittee  was  appointed  by  Hia  Excellency 
the  Qovemor  to  report  upon  ihe  high  infant  mortality  in  the 
town  and  suburbs  of  Lagos. 

The  direct  causes  of  this  evil  the  Commission  found  to  be :  — 

1.  Want  of  proper  management  of  infanls  at  birth  and  of 

the  mothers  in  the  puerperal  state. 

2.  Ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  parents  of  the  most  elemen- 

tary laws  of  health  for  themselves  and  infants. 

3.  Exposure  of  infants  to  variation  of  temperature,  both 

at  the  time  of  birth  and  also  afterwards. 

4.  Indiscriminate  use  of  Agbo  (a  decoction  of  leaves  and 

roots). 
d.  A  total  lack  of  actual  responsibili^  on  the  .part  of  the 
male  parent  for  the  care  of  the  infant  and  mother. 

As  to  general  sanitation,  schemes  for  the  removal  of  sewage 
of  Hie  Colony  of  Lagos  into  the  sea  have  been  proposed,  but,  as 
they  involve  considerable  capital  expenditure,  and,  what  is  more 
serious,  a  large  annual  expenditure,  it  has  been  decided  to 
defer  action  for  the  present,  and  until  the  Colony  is  in  a  better 
position  to  afford  expenditure  on  this  improvement. 

The  Government  chemist  has  been  engaged  since  his  arrival 
in  the  Colony  in  the  examination  of  all  the  public,  as  well  as 
many  private,  wells  of  Lagos,  carried  out  on  three  separate 
occasions,  namely,  during  the  wet  season,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  dry  season,  and  again  in  the  middle  of  the  dry  season. 

In  the  first  examination  three  of  the  public  wells  were  re- 
ported on  as  good,  five  wells  as  suspicous,  and  the  remainingi 
forty-five  as  polluted.  In  the  second  examination,  only  aae 
good  and  one  auspicious  well  were  returned  out  of  the  forty-five, 
while,  in  the  thii^,  one  good  and  two  suspicious  were  returned. 

The  better  wells  all  lie  in  the  most  thinly  populated  part  of 
the  town,  pollution  getting  greater  as  this  part  is  left  for  the 
more  densely  populated  districts. 

Over  160  private  wells  were  examined,  and,  in  addition,  23 
samples  of  water  from  Apapa,  Oyo,  Ikorodu,  Ib&dan,  and  other 
places. 

The  private  wells  of  Lagos  were  generally  all  pollated,  and 
were  worse  than  the  public  wells,  only  three  out  c^  the  160  ex- 
amined being  reported  as  good. 

Samples  of  water  from  outlying  districts  in  the  Colony  were 
of  good  quality,  some  being  extremely  pure,  while  others  re- 
quired very  little  purification  to  render  them  wholesome. 

It  is  proposed,  as  an  experimental  measure,  to  build  five 
oement  wells,  of  ten  feet  diameter,  to  be  sunk  with  cast-iron 
running  curbs,  and  five  wells  lined  with  iron  tubes,  three  feet 
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.  ^iiAOOL      ia  diameter,  and  materialB  oeceBBary  for  this  purpose  have  been 

1900-1901.   ordered. 

VrrAL  Statistics. 

The  vital  atatietics  for  the  year  still  present  the  unsatisfactory 
featuree  to  which  attention  has  so  often  been  called.  Among  the 
native  population  the  births  registered  are  exceeded  by  the 
deaths,  the  number  of  the  former  being  1,940,  and  the  latter 
1,965.  The  death-rate  among  infants  is  appallingly  high,  as 
many  as  842  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year,  and  1,032,  or 
more  than  half  the  total  of  deaths,  under  the  age  of  six. 
Among  the  Europeans  the  deaths  rose  from  18  in  the  year  1899 
to  21.  Of  the  births  registered  the  Mahommedans  claim  the 
greater  share,  numbering  1,363  out  of  the  total  of  1,940,  as 
against  400  Christians  and  ITJ  Pagans.  Fifty-four  marriages 
were  contracted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Marriage  Ordi- 
nances, as  against  58  in  the  previous  year. 

Cliuate. 

The  character  of  the  climate  is  xrell  known  to  be  unhealthy 
and  depressing,  the  more  pronounced  periods  of  unhealthiness 
being  at  the  change  of  the  two  seasons  of  the  year,  the  "  rains  " 
and  the  "  dries." 

Lagos  Island,  the  seat  of  Government,  could  never  be  made  a 
truly  healthy  town,  and  it  is  proposed  to  erect  residences  for 
CuTopeans  and  nativee  at  Oloke  H^i  hills,  on  the  railway 
line. 

Oloke  Meji  is  situate  about  ninety  miles  from  Lagos.  The 
hills  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  build  a  few  experimental  resi- 
dences lie  one  on  either  bank  of  the  Ogun  River,  and  are  parallel 
with  one  another.  The  highest  point  is  about  1,100  feet.  They 
are  corerod  with  rich  vegetable  soil, .and  have  a  delightful,  pure 
air  and  an  agreeable  temperature.  Dr.  Strachan,  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Colony,  reports  on  the  climate,  soil,  and  geological 
formation  as  suitable  for  residence  by  Europeans.  Yegetables 
and  fruit  can  be  grown  there  in  any  quantity. 

Military  and  Tsaval. 
The  Secretarj-  of  State  for  the  Colonies  has  approved  of  the 
amalgamation  of  the  military  forces  of  the  different  Colonies 
and  Protectorates  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa  into  a'  single 
force,  called  the  "West  African  Frontier  Force,  the  names  of  the 
various  units  being — 

Northern  Nigeria  Hegiment  (old  1st  and  2nd  Niger  Bat- 
talion). 
Southern  Nigeria  Battalion  (old  3rd  Niger  Battalion). 
Gold  Coast  Regiment  (old  Gold  Coast  Constabulary). 
Lagos  Battalion  (old  Lagos  Constabulary  or  Fausa  Force). 
Sierra  Leone  Battalion  (old  Sierra  Leone  Frontier  Police 
"Force). 
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'Hiis  change  will  ultimately  reduce  the  atreogtb  oi  the  Lagcn     J^fS*^ 
Force  from  798  to  510  rank  and  file.     Time-expired  men,  save   19Q(Mj|I)I. 
in  special  cases,  have  not  heen  re-enlisted  during  the  year.     It      -^^ 
is  expected  that  though  leas  in  point  of  numbers  the  service  will 
be  more  efficient. 

To  meet  the  necessary  requirements  of  the  force  there  was 
an  increase  over  the  previous  year  in  the  purchase  of  arms, 
£3,256  having  been  spent  under  this  head.  The  total  expendi- 
ture of  the  farce  for  the  year  was  £24|978. 

On  the  16th  April,  1900,  a  column,  under  ti»e  coDLcnaad  of 
Captain  (now  Major)  J.  Q.  0.  Aplin,  CM. CI.,  left  Lagos  in  order 
to  proceed  to  the  relief  of  Sir  Frederic  Hodgson,  K.C.M.Q., 
Governor  of  the  Gold  Coast,  who  was  besieged  at  Coomassie. 

The  force,  consisting  of  the  Inspector- General,  Captain  Aplin 
(in  command).  Assistant  Inspectors  J.  F.  Cochrane,  6.  M.  Read, 
and  J.  C.  Ralph,  Dr.  W.  F.  McFarlane,  Assistant  Colonial 
Surgeon,  two  native  officers,  G«id  256  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men,  with  two  seven-pounders  and  three  Maxim  guns, 
landed  at  Cape  Coast  on  the  19th  April,  and  fought  through 
all  opposition  to  Coomassie.  The  column  was  attaclced  on  the 
28th  April  at  Essiago,  on  which  occasion  Assistant  Inspector 
Cochrane  was  wounded  severely.  Captain  Aplin  and  Dr. 
McFarlane  slightly,  whilst  one  man  was  killed  and  15  wounded. 
On  the  29th  April  the  column  was  again  attacked  outside 
Coomassie,  the  engagement  lasting  5}  hours.  Assistant  In- 
spector Read  was  severely  wounded,  being  struck  in  no  less 
than  seven  place«.  Assistant  Inspector  Ralph  was  slightly 
wounded,  three  men  were  killed,  and  119  wounded.  The  column 
entered  Coomassie  about  six  o'clock  the  same  evening.  At 
Coomassie  they  were  actively  engaged  in  assisting  Sie  be- 
leaguered garrison,  and  endured  the  severest  hardships  incidental 
to  the  siege.  Ch^ing  to  the  scarcity  of  food  it  was  decided  that 
the  majoritr^  of  the  garrison  should  leave  Coomassie,  and  en- 
deavour to  cut  their  way  through  the  enemy's  lines.  This  tiiey 
succeeded  in  accomplishing  on  the  2Drd  June,  being  accompanied 
by  the  Governor  and  Lady  Hodgsroi,  leaving  a  portion  of  the 
Gold  Coast  HauEBB  under  Captain  Bishop,  together  with 
Assistant  Inspector  Ralph  and  39  men  of  the  Lagos  column, 
about  100  men  in  all,  to  hold  the  fort. 

This  small  force  held  out  successfully  until  relieved,  on  the 
16th  July,  by  Colonel  Willcocks  {now  Sir  James  Willcocks, 
K.O.M.G.,  D.S.O.).  Assistant  Inspector  Ralph  lost  20  of  his 
men  during  the  23  days. 

A  second  column  of  80  non-commissioned  officers  and  men, 
under  Assistant  Inspectors  Anderson  and  Elgee,  left  Lagos  on 
the  2nd  May  and  took  part  in  the  relief  operations. 

Inspector  H.  T.  Seal  and  Assistant  Inspectors  W.  D.  Byrne 
and  A.  H.  Blair  were  on  leave  in  England  at  the  time  of  the 
outbreak.  They  volunteered  for  service,  and  joined  the  expedi- 
tionary force  at  Cape  Coast  in  June. 
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The  total  number  of  officers  aad  men  lent  to  the  Qt>ld  Coest 

-   was  nine  European  officers,  two  native  officers,  and  348  non- 

commisaioned  officers  and  men,  of  which  68  non-commissioned 

officers  and  men  were  killed,  or  died  of  wounds  or  disease.     The 

majority  of  the  survivors  returned  to  Lagros  in  December. 

Inspector  Neal  and  Assistant  Inspector  Cochi-ane  received  the 
Distinguished  Service  Order,  and  Assistant  Inspector  Kalph 
was  gazetted  to  a  oompany  in  the  1st  Royal  FuaiKers  for  valu- 
able services  rendered  during  the  expedition,  whilst  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  men  were  rewarded  with  promotions  and 
gratuities  for  wounds  and  gallant  service. 

In  addition  to  this  contingent,  the  Colony  supplied  for  the 
Ashanti  expedition  67  carriers.  Of  this  number.  21  returned 
to  Lagos  and  36  died  on  service. 

The  Police,  a  civil  force  armed  for  use  in  case  of  emergency 
with  the  Martini-Enfield  303  rifle,  is  under  the  command  of 
a  C<HnmiBsioner  of  Police,  assiited  by  two  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners (Eur<q)ean),  one  Superintendent,  and  one  Assistant  Super- 
intendent (native).  The  strength  of  the  force  numbers  398  men. 
and  the  sum  expended  on  its  maintenance  during  1900  amounted 
to  £14,117. 

Several  of  His  Majesty's  ^ips  of  War  on  the  West  African 
Station  visited  Lagos  during  the  year;  the  "  Dwarf,"  a  recently 
built  twin-screw  flrst-class  gunboat,  alone  was  able  to  cross 
the  bar. 


Education. 

The  report  for  the  year  by  ti»e  Inspector  is  on  the  whole 
satisfactory.  Attention  is  invited  by  the  Inspector  of  Schools 
to  the  urgent  need  of  increased  accommodation  in  many  of  the 
schools.  Mr.  Carr  states  that  "although  the  housing  of  the 
schools  has  improved  considerably  in  contrast  with  their  condi- 
tion  ten  years  ago,  there  are  yet  many  points  in  which  they 
ought  to  be  brought  up  to  a  proper  standard  of  healtBfulness, 
orderliness,  and  attractiveness."  In  1891  the  proportion  of 
attendance  to  enrolment  was  71'2  per  cent.,  as  compared  with 
77-3  in  1900. 

The  increase  in  the  numbor  of  scholars  on  the  rolls  of  the 
schools  since  1891,  the  year  when  the  present  Educati(Hi  Code 
came  into  force,  is  29*6  per  cent.  During  the  same  period  the 
improvement  in  average  attendance  is  represented  by  409  per 
cent.  Two  night  schools  have  been  recently  established  ia  the 
Colony.  One  is  for  the  benefit  of  youths  whose  educatimi  has 
been  neglected,  the  other  is  to  enable  youths  engaged  in  trade 
to  carry  on  further  the  education  begun  in  the  elnneiitary 
schools. 

In  the  assisted  schools  an  elementary  course  in  hygiene  is  to 
bt   included  among  the  subjects  of  instruction.     A  course  of 
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popular  lectures  on  fever  and  dysentery  lias  been  givea  by  ths      Laoo^ 
Resident  Medical  Officer  of  the  Colonial  Hoepital,  Dr.  "W.  Beat,    IWMMU 
follo-ved  by  lectures  on  elementary  hygiene  hy  Dr.  Strachan,        "^ 
Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Colony. 

The  grant«  in  aid  of  achools  for  the  year  amounted  to  £1,562, 
which  does  not  include  an  annual  grant  of  £600  to  the  Husa^ 
Charity  Institution,  nor  the  expenditure  of  £400  on  account  of 
the  CkiTeniment  Technical  echool.  The  total  expenditure  on 
account  of  education  amounted  to  £3,056. 

Grants  earned  during  ike  year  1900  by  each  Socie^,  in 
comparison  with  those  earned  in  "Uie  preceding  year,  are  as 
under : — 


Society. 

Oranta 
earned  with 

leipeat 
to  the  year 

Oranta 
earned  with 

reapect 

Inonueon 

Grants  for 

1890. 

DeereaH' 

fromOnnta 

for  1899. 

A"g'««" 

642  16    6 

£   1.  d. 

716  12    6 

£    «. 
78  17 

d. 
0 

£    «.    .(. 

Weslejai 

183    2    6 

2d2    5    0 

79    2 

6 

- 

BomaD  CadioUe  ... 

478  18    6 

516     1    6 

37    3 

0 

- 

United  Native 
African. 

32    8    0 

67  n    0 

35    3 

0 

- 

Total 

1.337    4    6 

1,562  10    0 

225    5 

6 

- 

Giva.  Establishment. 

His  Excellency  the  Oovemor,  Sir  William  MacGregor, 
E.C.U.G.,  C.B.,  M.D.,  proceeded  on  six  months'  leave  of  absence 
on  the  let  July.  The  GcTcmment  of  the  Colony  was  adminis- 
tered by  Sir  George  Denton,  K.C.M.G.,  from  the  Ist  July  to 
the  30th  December. 

Since  Sir  William  MacGregor's  return  stringent  anti-malarial 
measures  have  been  taken  in  the  Colony,  and  Europeans,  as 
well  as  natives,  have  been  educated  in  the  prevention  of  malaria 
and  other  diseases  by  lectures  delivered  in  Lagos  by  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer  (which  are  intended  to  serve  as  a  text  book  on 
which  school  teachers,  sanitary  iospectorv,  and  nurses  will  be 
examined),  also  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Best,  and  at  the  out-stations  by 
Dr.  E.  H.  Eead  (Badagry)  and  Dr.  T.  E.  Rice  (Ib&dan),  the 
active  operations  being  the  administration  of  quinine,  the  use 
of  gauze  netting,  and  the  attacking  of  moequitos  in  their 
breeding  ground. 
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Luoi,  Sir    (jeorge    Dentoa   was  appointed    AdminUtiator  of    the 

iMO-lWl-   Gambia  oa  tlie  Srd   T^^ovember,   1900,   and  left  for  Bathant 
""~~        immediatel?  after    Sir  William     MacGregor  Tetunied   to   the 
Colony. 


During  the  year  20  Ordinances  were  passed,  in  the  following 
order : — 

(1.)  Tra-velling  and  Field  Allowance  Ordinance,  to  alter  nn't 
regulate  the  allowances  made  to  officers  when  traTelliog. 

(3.)  The  Imperial  Loans  Ordinance,  to  enable  the  Colony  to 
borrow  ;£792,&00  from  the  Imperial  Treasury. 

(3.)  The  Supply  Ordinance. 

(4.)  The  Railway  Loan  Ordinance,  to  increase  the  borrowing 
powers  of  the  Colony  for  the  purposes  of  the  railway. 

(5.)  The  Foreign  Recruiting  Ordinance  Amendment  Ordi- 
nance, to  supply  a  easut  omissut  in  the  original  Ordinance. 

(6.)  The  Licensing  of  Boate  Ordinance,  to  remedy  deficiencies 
experienced  in  the  working  of  the  repealed  Ordinance. 

(7.)  The  Oaths  and  Affirmation  Ordinance,  to  allow  witnesses 
to  aiBrm  instead  of  taking  the  oath. 

(8.)  The  Supplementary  Appropriation  Ordinance. 

(9.)  Quarantine  Amendment  Ordinance. 

(10.)  The  Law  0£flcer  Ordinance,  an  Attorney-General  inking  . 
the  place  of  the  Queen's  Advocate. 

(11.)  The  Supplementary  Appropriation  Ordinance  No.  2. 

(12.)  The  Slander  of  "Women  Ordinance,  making  an  imputa- 
tion on  a  woman's  chastity  alonderous  per  te. 

(I't.)  The  Arms  and  Ammunition  Exportation  Ordinance,  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  arms  to  specified  places. 

(14.)  The  Sale  of  Drugs  and  Poisons  Ordinance,  to  confine  the 
sale  of  drugs  to  qualified  persons. 

(15.)  The  Wild  Animals,  Birds,  and  Fiah  PreservatiMi 
Ordinance,  to  check  the  destruction  of  rare  wild  animals,  &c. 

(16.)  Exportation  of  Arms  Ordinance. 

(17.)  Patent*  Ordinance. 

(18.)  The  Reprint  of  Statutes  Ordinance,  to  provide  a  mucli- 
needed  new  edition  of  the  laws  of  the  Colony. 

(19.)  The  Customs '  Tariff  Ordinance  1899  Amendment 
Ordinance. 

(20.)  Criminal  Procedure  Amendment  Ordinance,  to  remedy 
certain  defects  which  experience  brought  to  light  in  crimiiiaf 
procedure. 
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Potiic  W01.KS.  mSSi. 

At  a  cost  of  £688  18t.  Id.  a  slipway  has  been  erected  at  the  -^ 
hsADk  signal  staCon  for  the  purpoee  of  hauling  up  Uie  lifeboat 
purchased  during  1900  at  a  coBt  of  £2,260.  The  slip  is  also 
used  for  the  Goremment  launches  when  in  need  of  repairs,  and 
effeota  a  great  saring  in  wear  and  tear,  the  deterioration  of 
lannohes  in  the  past  having  been  very  great. 

The  building  of  a  Lunatic  and  Leper  Asylum  at  Taba  was 
finished  at  a  cost  of  £3,138.  Quarters  for  out-stations,  Jebn  Ode 
and  Sh^Tf^mu,  and  Ep4  Oaol  and  Hospital  were  amongst  other 
works  completed  during  1900. 

A  large  portion  of  Kokomaiko  and  other  swamp  land  in  Lagos 
has  been  partly  filled  in,  at  a  cost  of  £1,874.  This  work  (for 
which  prison  labour  was  chiefly  used  in  bringing  the  loaded 
trucks  from  near  the  beach  across  Five  Cowrie  Creek  to  the 
swamp)  is  Blow,  costly,  and  laborious. 

In  the  out-districts,  roads  connecting  the  different  towns  and 
Tillages  were  cleared  and  kept  open,  at  a  cost  of  £2,240. 

A  sum  of  £3,000  was  provided  in  the  Estimates  under  Public 
Works  Extraordinary  for  building  new  Courts  of  Justice,  but 
owing  to  the  paucity  of  funds  it  was  considered  necessary  to 
delay  work.  For  this  same  reason  the  extension  of  the  workshop 
and  offices  of  the  Public  Works  Department  have  bean  post- 
poned. 

A  well-equipped  laboratory  was  completed  during  the  year 
for  the  use  of  the  Government  chemist  and  for  those  emgaged 
in  medical  work  at  the  hospital,  at  a  cost  of  £650. 

Tinder  the  vote  Public  Works  Extraordinary,  a  total  sum 
of  £16,928  was  spent 

M1NBBAI.S. 

Six  prospecting  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Samples  of  minerals  (quartz  and  other  rocks),  sand,  &c.,  were 
examined  and  reported  on  by  the  Government  chemist.  Gold 
has  been  found,  but  not  in  paying  qitaatities. 

Land. 

Sale  of  Crown  lands,  and  sums  received  on  aooount  of  royalties 
and  concessions,  amounted  to  £186  only. 

The  me^Lod  of  dealing  with  swamps  and  insanitary  spots  in 
and  ^x»ut  the  town  of  I^agoe  by  sale  at  a  nominal  price,  under 
certain  conditions  of  improvement,  was  continued  during  the 
year.  Under  these  cimditions  the  purchaser  is  required  to  fill 
the  land  to  a  fixed  level  with  red  earth,  gravel,  <yt  sand,  giving 
attention  to  adjcaning  streets,  whioh  are  to  be  similarly  treated 
as  far  as.  half  their  width.  The  whole  of  the  work  most  be 
completed  within  a  specified  time,  at  the  expiry  of  which,  if 
10733  B 
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Ijaoos,  the  condition  of  the  laud  is  satisfactory,  a  Crown  giaat  is 
IWO-WOl.  issued,  if  not,  the  land  reverts  to  the  Crown.  Fifteen  blooks 
were  dealt  with  in  this  way  during  the  year,  various  periods 
being  assigned  for  reclamation  and  improTement.  The  results 
are  far  from  satisfactory,  llie  natives  do  not  appreciate  the 
condition  as  to  level.  As  soon  as  the  surface  of  the  land  ap- 
pears above  wat*r,  filling  ceases.  Nor  cod  they  be  relied  upon 
to  use  the  material  specified  anless  closely  watched. 

Several  expropriations  of  land  were  carried  out  during  the 
year.  Additional  area  was  secured  for  the  railway  at  Ebute 
Mfitta  and  Iddo,  and  blocks  of  land  in  Victoria  Lane  were 
acquired  for  street  improvements.  At  Apapa,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Lagoon,  19  acres  were  expropriated,  and  the  area  laid  out 
in  suitable  blocks  for  leasing  to  the  principal  firms  in  Lagos 
for  beaching  and  storing  mahogany. 

The  Commissioner  of  Lands  reports  that  there  is  a  growing 
demand  for  land  among  the  natives,  but  they  will  not  go  afield. 

The  expendiiure  on  account  of  the  Land  and  Survey  Depart- 
ment, to  the  -list  March,  1901,  amounted  to  £1,900. 


During  the  year  pensions  and  gratuities  amounting  to 
£3,380  19s.  8d.  were  paid,  while  the  pension  list  was  relieved 
by  the  death  of  pensioners  to  the  extent  of  £361. 

AaEicuLTtrftE. 

Model  forms  have  been:  establitahed  at  Hamu  and  Oloke 
Meji  under  the  supervision  of  a  Superintendent  of  Forests.  An 
Agricultural  and  Forest  Department  is  maintained  by  the 
Government  at  a  cost  of  £3,000  a  year.  The  interior  resources 
will,  no  doubt,  be  further  developed,  and  the  rich  lands  turned 
to  better  account  now  that  the  railway  has  been  opened,  pas- 
sing, as  it  does,  through  the  most  important  districts  of  the 
Protectorate. 

In  the  district  of  Ikorodu  in  the  Colony  a  sugar  mill  has  been 
erected  l^  a  Mr.  Bicketts,  a  TVest  Indian  negro,  who  conducts 
at  Agbowa  a  mission  under  the  auspices  of  the  Colwyn  Bay 
Institute.  The  mill  is  very  primitive,  being  constructed  at 
native  wood,  with  a  thatched  roof,  and  three  rollers  only,  worked 
l^  simple  cog-wheels  driven  by  hand  labour. 

Sogar  cane  is  grown  in  different  parts  of  the  Colony,  princi- 
pally in  low-lying  lands,  but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
manufacture  sugar  on  a  large  scale.  The  natives  simply  eat  the 
raw  ripe  cane.  There  is  no  doubt  that  sugar  cane  could  be  much 
more  largely  grown  than  is  the  case  at  present,  and  that  sugar 
could  be  manufactuivd  on  a  large  scale,  and  profitably. 

Cotton,  which  has  for  some  years  remained  an  article  for  hom« 
consumption  only,  will  probably  now  form  a  large  export  of  ibe 
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Colony,  seeds  of  a  superior  staple  of  this  product  baving  beea      Lamm, 
receatly  ictrodnced  into  the  Colony  by  Messrs.  £lder,  Dempster   1900-1901. 
&  Co.,  toT  distribution   to  farmers,  who  are  now  extensively        —^ 
coltivating  this  product.     Several  large  plantations  bare  cocoa 
under  cultivation  which  is  likely  to  result  beueficialiy.     The 
soil  is  suited  to  the  production  of  most  kinds  of  tropical  economic 
plants. 

Unfartunately,  there  are  few  natives  who  take  to  agricultural 
work,  and  it  is  deplorable  that  among  the  unemployed  there  are 
such  a  large  number  of  able-bodied  men  who,  because  they  have 
been  taught  at  school  to  write  a  few  uugrammatical  sentences 
in  a  fairly  legible  hand,  consider  it  beneath  their  dignity  to 
follow  agricultural  pursuits.  The  capacity  of  the  country  still 
remains  undeveloped,  and  this  class  of  nativer  could,  if  properly 
trained,  materially  help  to  open  up  the  country  in  this  particular 
way.  <  Applications  for  emplt^rment  in  the  Secretariat  as  clerks 
in  Government  establishments  are  constantly  being  received. 
It  was  recently  suggested  to  a  candidate  that  he  should  take 
np  agricultural  work.  He  was  appointed  a  pupil  on  one  of  the 
model  farms,  but  remained  there  a  few  weeks  only.  He  re- 
signed, stating  as  his  reason  for  so  doing  that  the  work  he  had 
been  given  to  do  was  far  too  hard  and  too  degrading. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  must  refer  to  the  most  profound 
sorrow  which  wa«  universally  felt  by  the  iohabitants  of  this 
Colony  at  the  loss  sustained,  on  the  !^2nd  of  January,  by  the 
death  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria.  The 
following  is  an  extract  of  a  minute  containing  His  Excellency 
the  Qovemor's  high  appreciation  of  the  feeling  of  the  com- 
munity with  regard  to  the  demise  of  the  Crown,  published  in 
the  Government  Gasett*  on  February  8th :  — 

"  Ills  Governor  cannot  but  feel  that  he  has  not  been  able 
to  reply  in  aufRciently  appreciative  terms  to  the  numerous 
deputations  and  to  the  large  number  of  written  communications 
he  has  received,  from  private  individuals,  from  Societies,  and 
from  native  Governments,  expressing  the  deep  grief  they  have 
felt  at  the  death  of  our  late  venerable  and  beloved  Queen.  The 
Governor,  therefore,  takes  this  opportunity  of  informing  the 
public  generally  that  he  baa  been  deeply  touched  by  the  gennine 
display  of  heart-felt  sorrow  that  has  weighed  so  heavily  on  all 
classes  of  the  community." 

I  have,  &c., 

0.  H.  Hakcsv  Moselev, 
Celonial  Saoretary. 
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COHPASATITB  StATEMBHT   of  EXPBHDITUBB 

for  the  Ybabs  1899  and  1900-1. 


18». 

1800-1. 

Ino«^ 

Dmbnm. 

H«WM _ 

S,OM  12    8 

£      ..    d. 
8,348  to  11 

£      ,.    d. 
ISO  IS    8 

t    i.    4. 

fM6    i    > 

8,688  1*     9 

148  It     6 

- 

Sit    ■  10 

an  1  7 

- 

88    1     S 

»"«w  

2,i30  U    S 

S,6S7     8    8 

118    8    1 

- 

CaitODM      ..        

10^    B    9 

T,ioe  10  s 

- 

8,218  18    T 

>■      Sp-W 

- 

17     0    0 

17    0    0 

- 

Andit  OfBo          

1,244  18    g 

1,218  17  11 

- 

36  IS    • 

Port       „              

1,7<8  17    a 

IM»  16  10 

70  18     1 

- 

Pri"«»g  „             

887    4    8 

1,078  18    4 

181    8    1 

- 

II>rboiu  0«ee      

ifiee    0  10 

2,767    8    4 

261    6    8 

- 

„     BpMUl    ... 

686    8    ! 

488    8     8 

- 

182  14    8 

^!7e  U  10 

4,»M    9    i 

947  14    6 

- 

..        SlMdl 

1,664  17     S 

- 

- 

2,654  IT    S 

Bogincer'*  D«p>rtii»Dt  ... 

4,181  li     4 

8^93  12    7 

- 

688  19    8 

.,  ap«ui 

6     fi     0 

- 

- 

6    S    0 

jQdiot.1  BBteUUmnnt  ... 

7,481  14     » 

7,110  18    8 

_ 

810  IS    8 

40     Q     0 

- 

- 

40    0    0 

9H  17     » 

SMU    6 

88  17     8 

- 

BdnoUonil           

8^1     S     » 

8,066  It    « 

- 

804  17    0 

Hann  Force           

80,4<i  16     9 

24,878  16    8 

- 

6,487    1    1 

Polwe       „                

14,888     7  11 

14,117     9     6 

- 

621  18    6 

.,          .      8p»U         ... 

1,084     b    4 

- 

- 

1,084    8    4 

FriKHU        

S,8>£    e    6 

8,022  1!     1 

1ST    8    7 

- 

■mUmI      - 

lt,MS    »    2 

U,6>t  10    8 

88  18    » 

fcnituy     

- 

2,699     8     4 

2,898    6    4 

- 

407  18     0 

1,884     6     6 

1,426    «    8 

- 

Botaold  .tation 

£8S  IB  10 

688  16     9 
648     4    6 
St*     4     2 

648    4    6 

7    8    9 

11    8    1 

BesWijOffioe      

SSI  18     8 

_ 

Tranipoft    ... 

8,»1    8    6 

6,406  18    1 

- 

1,826  10    4 

Carried  forward... 

l!(^B}a    3    4 

tll,lSO    7    8 

8,S86    8    6 

U,1M    6    0 
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Comparative  Statement  of  Expenditure  /or  the 
Yean  1S99  and  1900-1 — ooDt. 


tg»B. 

I»00-1. 

Ituraua. 

DMnM«. 

Broncht  forward... 

110^  e 

4 

£      1.    d. 
\U,1K    7    a 

6,886    9    t 

£    (.    d. 
ItfiW    5    0 

iBUrior       

ll,l(W    4 

6 

lu,48C  11    T 

- 

1,6m  11  10 

"       Spwiil    

MB  IT  10 

- 

- 

est  IT  10 

e,4BT  18 

1 

4,108  10    <i 

- 

1,884    1    7 

Mti  11 

It 

e«o  IV  8 

- 

44  It    » 

lUmt 

MB    T 

a 

SS4  18    S 

181  11     4 

_ 

Land  ud  SuTTtj  Doput- 
Pnblia  W<nk«  Deputmaat 

W7    G 

ei,oee  b 

■0 

1,900  14     B 
11,111     <     6 

108     8     1 

Mil   t   B 

11,169     B 

8 

9jm  18    0 

- 

1,0U  11     »■ 

ObMaoDAoMiuit'.  Public 

PnbSK      Work!      BsU»- 
Butpliu  Baluion. 

18,667  16 

8 

18,IS9  1!     1 

4,601  It    a 

- 

S»,T11  14 

, 

1B,SS8     !     9 

~ 

11,788  It    4 

6,103  W 

10 

- 

- 

t,ioe  IB  10 

ToUl 

ii»,m    1 

0 

187,114  16    0 

12,6n    4     4 

48,787     1    4 

Bbturm  showing  Dibtbibutiok  of  Medical  Offiobbs  «nd 
NuBSBB  of  the  Mbdical  Dbpabtmsnt  in  Laoos  and 
Out-Stations,  with  Nuhbeb  of  Wabds  in  the  Titrious- 
HospiTALS  and  Bbds  amigaei  to  each. 


Laffoi  Hotpital  {under  the  Reaident  Medical  Officer). 

Ward. 

Beds. 

— 

B 

U 

For  utive  femmle  patieiite. 

C 

17 

For  xaJayn  male  patienta. 

-  n 

1$ 

For  natiTe  male  patdenta. 

E 

10 

Three  nurses  are  attached  to  each  ward  and  are  assisted  b; 
the  nurses  in  traioing. 
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Return  showing  DiBtribution  of  Hadioal  Offioen  and  toaoft 

Narses— «n(.  l«0-196l. 

SnuUl-pox  Social  (under  the  DUtriet  Medical  0^er\ 


So. 

Wird. 

Beds. 

— 

I 

Mtb). 

10 

2 

„ 

10 

One  nule  nuiM. 

3 

Feiule. 

8 

One  female  nniBe. 

4 

OonTidMoenI 

8 

Badagry  Hotpital  (t'n  charge  of  a  Medical  Ofieer), 


No.  Wud.  Bedt. 


Ep^  Hoapital  (m  cAa»ye  af  a  Medical  Oficer). 


No.  Ward.  Beds. 


1  NatiTa.  8         One  mala  ntuM  and  ona  diatiiot  vaociiM- 


Ibadan  Di»pen$ary  (in  charge  of  a  Medical  OJicer), 
One  dispenser. 

Ereho  Vitpentary  (in  charge  of  a  Medical  Officer), 
One  2nd  clasB  dispenser. 
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Return  shoinng  DtBtribntioD  of  Medioal  Offieen  and 
Nurses — cont. 


Yaba  Leper  Aaylum  (m 

charge  of  a  Medical  Ofcer). 

No. 

wwd. 

B«cle. 

— 

1 
-I 

Male. 
Fem&Ie. 

12 

12 

One  male  none. 
One  fenule  none. 

Yaba  LtmcUic  Asylum. 


Not  jet  opened. 


EbuU  Metta  Dupentary  (in  charge  of  Medical  O^eer^  Yaba 
Asylum). 

One  2Dd  class  dispenser. 


Logos  Prison  Hospital  and  JHspmsary  (in  ekarge  of 
Medical  Officer,  Ereko  Dispensary). 


No. 

Ward. 

Beds. 

— 

1 
2 

U&le. 
Female. 

11 
2 

One  Snd  olaiw  dupenaer. 

./eAu  Ode  (supplied  toith  Medicine  Chest  in  charge  of  the 
Oficer  m  Charge). 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Ep^  visits  Jebn  Ode  weekly  and 
Shagamu  and  Ikorodu  eveiy  fortnight.  The  Tacoinators  of  Ep6 
nd  Shagamu  also .  attend  at  Jebu  Ode  and  Ikorodu  when 
necessary. 


Shagamu  (supplied  with  Medicine  Chest  m  charge  of  the 
O^cer  m  Charge). 

Oue  district  vaccinator.  * 
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Betnm  ehowing  DistributioD  of  Medical  Officers  and  L&tm 

-i'  Nnraes— cOTi*.  IWO-lWJ. 

Ihorodu,  Saki,  Meko,   tleska  and  Ode  Ondo. 

These  distriota  are  supplied  each  with  a  medicine  chest  in 
charge  of  the  Officer  in  Chai^,  or  Travelling  Commissioner,  as 
the  case  may  be. 

Aro  (in  charpe  of  a  Medical   Offieer), 


Betubh  of  In  and  Out-Fatibmts  u-eated  at  the  La.oos 
Hospital  for  Thbeb  Tbabs,  18981900. 


— 

1898. 

1899. 

190ft: 

In-patfenta          

Ont-patieDtB         ...        

682 
4,672 

694 

4,294 

782 
6,298 
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LAooi,      Kktdbm  ahowing   Pbincipai-  Articles  of  Isfort  into 
1900-lWi.  March, 


Artidu. 

ISM. 

IS»7. 

ColtODgUOdi 

..    Pkg^ 

11P.68S 

£         >.     d. 
860,»B    6     8 

isjei 

£         ..J. 
S97^     2  10 

a»it 

Urns 

5,861. 18  S  0 

7,4M    8    8 

4.646  SOU 

ijUl     0    6 

apiriu 

..    g.lU. 

i.ns^T 

dTJSS    S  10 

1,S16^ 

eO.783  11     6 

Tobtoo.       ... 

Itw. 

J-lfl.B60 

Ib.m    6    7 

StT.l«<) 

16.181   1«    0 

WincH 

-.    g>lU. 

nij90 

:l,-268    6     8 

11,071 

3,649     7  11 

OtberirtidM 



•    - 

Wfia    0    1 

- 

38i,»18  IS    -> 

ToWl... 

- 

901,474  IT     1 

- 

770J>)0  16  10 

BETnBN  showing  Fbihcipal  Articles  of  Export  from 

to  March,* 


AtMOtt. 

is*e. 

1897. 

bgB 

J2 

£      ■*.  i. 

m  0  0 

1,722 

1        £      ..    J, 
6,1»1  18    8 

P«lm  kernel!         „ 

ton. 

47,64S  6  S  S 

843,306    8    6 

41,198  11  1  0 

80e^«4    0  10 

PU™  oil      

,M,. 

8,164.380 

169,160  16     G 

1,868,968 

97,690  11    a 

Rabber       

Iba. 

.:.4M^ 

847,721     i  11 

4,468,827 

288,184  17    2 

Other  AiticlM 

- 

1S4.910    2     4 

- 

1 117,078    3    a 

ToUl  ... 

- 

e7fi,26R    6    0 

~ 

810,974  10  11 

,  Google 


1901.  MUAL. 
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OOLONtAL  KEFOBTS — AimiTAL. 


ludos,      Kbtobn  ahowing   Principai.  Articles  of  Import  into 
I900-I90i.  March, 


ArtiolM. 

ISVfi. 

1897. 

O-ttoa  good* 

pklP- 

19.688 

£         :    d 
860,268    8     S 

16,861 

297,686     2  10 

Sdt 

tons 

6,261. 18  i  0 

7,484    8    8 

4,648  8  OU 

6,841    0    e 

Siriritii 

g^U. 

1,8J0,807 

5T.76S    ••  10 

1,^16,948 

60,788  11     6 

Tob*ceo       

lbs. 

T49.8M> 

15,127    b     7 

817,169 

16,181  16     0 

Wines          

g.lU. 

1U.590 

:i,268    6     S 

11,071 

a,G49     7  11 

Other  Artioles 

,         _ 

«;,828    0    1 

-        . 

885,918  18    2 

Total... 

- 

901,474  17     1 

- 

770,610  16  10 

Retubk  showing  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 

to  March,* 


Artidw. 

1896. 

1897. 

kv 

22 

£       :.  4. 
278    0    0 

1,722 

i.      ..    i. 
6,191  18    8 

Palm  kerneli 

toD> 

47,649  6  8  8 

848,206    8    8 

41,!98  II  1 

0    8083S4    0  18 

Palm  oil      

gktU. 

R.1M,3S8 

169,160  16    C 

1,868,968 

97,890  11     e 

Bobber         

IblL 

■1,484,868 

847,721     8  11 

4,468,827 

288,184  17    2 

Otbnr  Article! 

- 

124.B10    2    4 

- 

1 117,078    8    2 

ToUl  ...        . 

, 

97R26B    5    0 

_ 

1810,974  10  11 
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Laoob  dnriDg  Five  Ybabs,  1896-1899.  and  April,  19O0,  to    Huqob, 
1901.  IWpn  01 


I8»i'. 

1899. 

April,  1900, 
M«oh,  1901. 

li>,S8S 

£         1.    d. 

14,969 

£    I.  i. 

806,617    4    8 

18,840 

£      ..    A 

886,980    1    8 

H,83«  14  0  18 

8,480  10    7 

6,646  11  S  1 

7,119    7    ! 

5,766  17  8 

7,990    0    » 

I.B64,09e 

78,611     0    1 

l,0t!,674 

81,489    8  10 

807,867 

66,068  11    0 

S«13,lll 

19.M0  18    1 

946,684 

19,964    7    0 

988,080 

18^78  16  10 

8    40 

8,108  18    9 

9,801 

13,174    8    8 

7,94! 

8406    I    I 

- 

461,186    9  10 

- 

S60,aS0  11  11 

- 

881,006  18    7 

- 

908,861     6    S 

- 

966,894  17  10 

- 

806^19    6  11 

Lagos  during  Five  Yhabs,  1896-1899,  wai  April,  1900, 
1901. 


1898. 

■1899. 

April,  1900, 

to 
XMmb,  1901. 

8,406 

£.      ,.     d. 
18,944  11    8 

7,680 

£      ,.     i 
84,787  19    8 

10,4W 

£      t.    i. 
44,878    9    7 

48.774  18  0  16 

861,688    4    8 

49,601  7  8  1 

412,817    6  10 

L7,788  8  01fl| 

899,808    4  11 

1,889,939 

97.887  16  10 

3,292,881 

168,467  14    a 

1,787,117 

181,416    0    0 

8,778,266 

186,409  14    6 

1,998^16 

160,814  16     4 

861,981 

19,886    6    1 

- 

124,097  16    9 

- 

189,606    6    » 

- 

176,176  18    8 

- 

881,819    6    0 

- 

916,964    1    8 

- 

881,167  18    4 

,  Google 


O-LOHIAL  BSPOBTa — iMKUAI^ 


IS^^^L      Impobt   and  Expobt  of  Specie  during   Five   Ybabs, 
w—  1896-1899,  and  Apbil,  1900,  to   Mabch,  1901. 

Import. 


1896. 

lBf7. 

1898. 

1899. 

April,  1900, 

to 
Hu<^.  19U1.' 

£       $.d. 
138,298  8  0 

£      ,.     d. 
69,604  13    9 

£      -.  d. 

148,820    C    0 

£       «. 
160,326    0 

d. 

0 

£      1.   d. 
69,400    0    0 

Export. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

April,  ISJOO, 
to 

M&rah,  1901. 

ftS^O    6    1 

£       J.    d. 
ea,nb  18    6 

£       A.    d. 
61,217  16    6 

£       *. 
81,676  10 

d. 

6 

126,(^   3   4 
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No.  337. 


LEEWARD    ISLANDS. 


REPORT   FOR   1900. 

(For  Beport  for  1899,  lee  No.  306.) 


9nsmteti  to  both  ^oneea  of  parliament  bs  <tommtm3t  at  $i«  JKajeet!;. 
October,  1901. 


LONDON : 

FBINTED    FOB    HIB    MAJEETTI'S    STATtONEST    OFFICE, 
Bt  DABLINa  &  SON.  L«d..  S4-40,  Buov  Bzun,  E. 

And  to  b«  purchaaed,  either  directly  or  tliroa^  *aj  BookieUar,  from 

BTBE  A  BPOTTISWOODE,  Eur   BUasDM  Bnmwi.  Vh»tn  BraMvr,  E.C., 

sad  32,  Abimopob  Htbmt.  WMnturarmB,  S.W.; 

01  OLTTEB  A  BOTD,  EmmvuH; 

or  E.  F0N80NBT,  118,  Quftov  Bnnr,  Dubloi. 

IKl. 

[Cd.  78&-7.]     A-Jca  a^-i. 
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COLONUL  EEPORTS. 


The  following,  among  other,  reporte  rulating  to  His  Majewty's 
"Colonial  PosBewions  have  been  iaaned,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  aoopces  indicated  on  the  title  page  ; — 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

:314 

HoM  Kong 
aodtheni  Nigeria 

1899 

316 

\\]        \\\        " ", 

1899-1900 

316 

Grenada...        ... 

1899 

317 

Jamaica 

1899-1900 

318 

BritiBh  Guiana... 

siy 

■1900 

320 

Britirfi  Solomon  Islanda         

1899-1900 

-321 

liftgOB        

19'JO 

322 

Bennada. 

323 

St.  Helena 

384 

Siena  Leone      ... 

325 

Gambia 

326 

Barbados 

327 

BabamSH 

328 

Turku  and  CaicoB  Islands       

329 

Malta      

330 

Straits  Settlements 

331 

Fiji        



„ 

332 

St.Luoia 

333 

Sejcbellea 
Fdkland  Islands 

334 

336 

1900 

336 

British  New  Gninaa 



3899-1900 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Ko.    : 

Colony. 

SDbject. 

1 

Gold  Coast        

Economic  Agrionltare. 

2 

Znlnland 

Forests 

3 

Sierra  Leone     

Oeologf  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada 

8i«>f  Industry. 

5 

6 

Hong  Kong       

Bnbonie  Plagne. 

7 

Mineral  Resoaroee. 

fl 

Weswm  Pacific 

BritiBh  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica            

AgrionltvTe. 

10 

Condition  during  1897. 
Agricnltare  in  Csrriacou. 

11 

Greniida 

Vi 

U 

Bahamas 

Fibre  Indnstry. 

15 

Canada    

tegal   Statua   of  British    North 

Anierican  Indiami. 

16 

Medical  Beporta. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  lalanda      ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong      

Report  on  operations    in   New 

Territory  during  1900. 
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Leeward- 
Iblahml 

No.  337.  1900 


LEEWARD   ISLANDS. 

<For  R«pf>rt  (or  1899,  're  Ho.  HdS.) 


AorHTG   GOTKBTTOn  SiK   G.  MblVILLE  to  Me.   CHAMBEEL.tIN. 

Government  House, 
Antigua, 
10th  September,  1901. 
(Extract.) 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Blue  Book 
of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1900,  together  with  a  report  thereon 
by  Mr.  E.  B.  Jarvis,  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's 
Office,  submitted  by  Mr.  "Foster,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 


Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 
Antigua, 

10th  September,  1901. 
8ni, 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Blue  Book 
of  ^is  Colony  ftn-  the  year  1900,  together  with  a  report  thereon 
which  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Edward  B.  Jarris,  the  Chief 
Clerk  in  this  Office,  to  bo  transmitted  by  Yeur  Excellency  to 
the  Secretaiy  of  State. 

I  haTe,  Sk., 

■  B.  A.  Foster. 
AettTig  Colonial  Secretary. 
His  Excellmcy 

Sir  G.  Melville,  E.C.M.G., 

Acting  Qovemor-in-Chief , 
Leeward  Islands. 


-10/1901     Wt  26162    D&?. 
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Lekward    report  on  the  BLUE  BOOK  OF  THE  COLONY  OF 
^'^^  THE  LEEWARD  ISLANDS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1900 


I.— FINANCLiL. 

(a.)  Obkebal  Rbtenub  and  ExPBMDmrRE. 

Revenue. 

The  Revenue  for  the  year  1900  ia  returned  at  ^£119,450,  ex- 
clusive of  grants  in.  aid  from  the  Imperial  Government,  Bliovinff 
a  net  decrease  of  £2,111  as  compared  with  the  Revenue  of 
the  year  1899,  which  amounted  to  £121,661. 

Th  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  Revenue  collected  in 
each  Presidency  during  the  last  five  years,  as  also  the  increase 
or  decrease  in  1900  as  compared  with  the  previous  year: — 


islii 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

|i  ii 

Aniigiu       ... 

£ 
54,961 

£ 
46,330 

£ 
39,663 

42,822 

£            £ 
42,652       — 

r. 

170 

St.Kitto-Ne™ 

49,561 

45,247 

40,430 

42,809 

39,904       — 

2,905 

24,904 

23,610 

24,570 

26,165 

28,U3    1,957 

- 

ll',DtMTrat  ... 

7,775 

7.906 

6,199 

6,790 

6,664  ,    — 

126 

Virgin  bUnd> 

1,469 

1,676 

1,715 

2,984 

2,117       — 

867 

Total    ... 

138,660 

124,768 

112,577 

121,561 

119.450  ;  1,967 

1 

4,068 

Net  deoreue  of  revenne  in  1900,  u  compared  with  1899,  £2,111. 

A  comparative  statement  of  Revenue  collected  in  each  Pre- 
sidency (^  the  Colony  in  the  years  1899  and  1900  will  be  found 
in  section  D.  of  the  Blue  Book. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Customs,"  there  were  in  Ant^ua  and 
St.  Eitts-Nexie  decreases  of  £1,093  and  £710  respectively,  while 
Dominica,  Moniaerrat,  and  the  Yirgio  Islands  exhibit  increasea 
of  £1,462,  £166,  and  £74  respectively. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Port  and  Harbour  Dues,"  Dominica  ia 
the  only  Presidency  showing  an  increase,  which  amounts   to 
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fl71.     Antigua,  St  KittB-Nevis,   Montserrat,  and  the  Virgin    Leewabd' 
Islands    showing   decreases  of    ^62,  £570,  ^647,  and    ""  '"*""" 

apectiTely. 

In  Antigna,  St.  Kitts-NeviB,  Dominica,  and  Montserrat,  there 
are  deoreases  nnder  the  head  "  Excise,"  of  £432,  £740,  £278, 
and  £269  respectively. 

Under  the  head  "  Taxes,"  increases  appear  in  Antigua  of 
£561,  Dominica  £301,  and  Montserrat  £26 ;  decreases  of  £383 
and  £3  appearing  in  St,  Kitts-Nevia  and  the  Virgin  Islands. 

The  Revenue  derived  from  "  Licenses  "  exhibits  decreases  of 
£133  in  Antigua,  £71  in  St.  Kitts-Nevis,  £56  in  Dominica, 
while  there  are  slight  increases  of  £17  in  Montserrat  and  £2 
in  ihe  Virgin  Islands. 

Under  the  head  "  Post  Office"  there  is  a  remarkable  decrease 
of  Revenue,  amottnting  to  £1,168  in  the  Virgin  Islands.  In 
t^Leyear  1S99,  there  was  an  increase  of  £1,474,  which,  as  pointed 
out  in  last  year's  report,  was  attributable  to  the  new  issue  of 
stamps,  which  were  lai^ely  purchased  on  their  first  appearance. 

Expendiiure. 

The  aggregate  Expenditure  of  the  various  Presidencies  uom-r 
prising  the  Colony  of  the  Leeward  Islands  for  the  year  190(^ 
amounted  to  £131,973,  as  against  £143,285  for  tiie  previous  year, 
showing  a  decrease  of  £11,312. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Expenditure  of  each  Fi«sidenoy 
for  each  of  the  last  five  years,  as  also  the  increase  or  decrease- 


in  1900  as  compare* 

with  1899:  — 

h 

is 

Prewdency. 

1896. 

1897. 

1808 

1899. 

1900. 

h 

Jj 

r° 

^ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Antigua 

57,345 

53,417 

5.%586 

51,it59 

49,436 

2,524 

St-Kitts-KeTiH 

56,501 

51,775 

44,659 

47,415 

43,964 

- 

3,451 

25,189 

24,062 

24,648 

25,083 

26,780 

1,697 

- 

8,732 

9,895 

11,936 

16,608 

9,697 

- 

7,011 

Tirgi.1  Wands 

1,670 

1,777 

'    l,7ft3 

2,220 

2,197 

- 

23- 

Total    ... 

149,437 

140,926 

138,612 

143,2f5 

131,973 

1,697 

I3,00» 

N«t  decraua  of  ezpenditnre  io  1900,  lut  oorapared  with  1899,  £11,819. 
lOON  A 
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Jjeewar:i        _^  comparison  of  the  iteniH  of  Expenditure  in  each  Presidency 
■^^^'    during  the  year  1900  with  those  of  1899,  as  given  in  section  D. 
'        of  the  Blue  Book,  shows  that  the  increases  or  decreases  occur 
under  the  following  heads: — 

"  Federal  Contribution." — The  decrease  of  £526  under  this 
head  is  dne  to  the  reduction  of  Expenditure  .by  the  General 
GoTemment. 

"  Board  of  Health." — The  decrease,  £486,  is  dne  to  the  menr- 
injt  of  the  "  Board  of  Health  "  into  the  "  St.  John's  City  Board." 

A  larse  decrease  of  £3,^65  appears  under  the  head  "  Miscel- 
laneous." In  the  year  1899  an  increase  of  £2,291  appeared, 
which,  as  explained  in  the  report  for  that  year,  was  accountable 
for  by  the  Expenditure  in  St.  Kitta-Nevis,  owing  to  the  refund 
of  £2,S2S  for  land  tax  and  export  duty,  and  an  unforseen 
expenditure  in  Montserrat  of  £369  on  account  of  the  hurricane 
in  1899. 

"Post  Office." — The  decrease  of  £253  under  this  head  is  due 
to  the  cosl  of  the  dies  imported  in  the  previous  year  for  the  new 
issue  of  postage  stamps  in  the  Virgin  Islands. 

"  Telegraphs." — The  decrease  of  £260  under  this  head  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  reduction  by  £200  in  Dominica  of  the  sub- 
sidy paid  by  that  Presidency  to  the  West  India  and  Panama 
Telegraph  Company. 

The  lai^e  decrease  under  "  Public  Works  Extraordinary  "  is 
explained  by  the  laige  amount  which  was  spent  during  the 
year  1899  Mmsequent  on  the  htirrioane. 

Briefly  summarised,  the  Expenditure  of  Antigua  shows  a  de- 
crease of  £2,624  in  1900  as  compared  with  1899,  St.  Kitts-Nevi* 
of  £3,461,  Montserrat  of  £7,011,  and  Virgin  Islands  of  £23, 
while  Dominica  exhibita  an  increase  of  £1,697. 


(h.)  Chanoes  m  Taxation. 

The  following  alterations  were  made  in  the  taxation  of  the 
various  Presidencies ;  — 

In  Antigua,  by  Ordinance  No.  9  of  1900,  the  Income  Tax 
levied  by  Ordinance  No.  6  of  1899  on  persons  other  than  officials 
was  repealed,  and  in  lieu  thereof  the  specific  licences  mentioned 
in  Schedule  C.  of  Ordinance  No.  9  of  1900  were  imposed.  The 
income  tax  of  3  per  cent,  levied  on  officials'  salaries  by  Ordinance 
No.  (i  of  1899  was  reduced  to  1}  per  cent,  on  those  salaries  which 
did  not  exceed  £100  per  annum. 

By  Ordinance  No.  10  of  1900  the  Land  Tax  for  that  year  was 
fixed,  with  respect  to  cane  lands,  at  2*.  6ii.  per  aiire. 
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In  St.  Kitts-NeviB,  by  Ordinance  No.  6  of  1900,  additional    "^"^ 
cuitoms  duties   were   imposed  on   alcoliolic  lienors,    tea,  and        .qf^T^ 
tobacco.     The  duty  on  ale,  beer,  stout,  Ac.,  was  increased  from       '^"*' 
la.  6d.  to  2t.  per  dosen  reputed  quarts,   and  from  Gd.  to  Id. 
in  casks. 

Brandy  from  bs.  to  8i.  per  gallon. 

Whiskey  from  4i.  Gd.  to  6j.  6d.  per  gallon. 

Tea  from  4d.  per  lb.  to  Gd.  per  lb. 

Leaf  tobacco  from  9(2.  to  lid.,  and  manufactured  tebacco, 
including  snuff,  from  2t.  Gd.  to  2«.  lid.  per  lb. 

No  change  in  taxation  took  place  either  in  Dominica  or  the 
Virgin  Islands. 

In  Hontserrat,  by  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1900,  every  acre  or  part 
of  an  acre  of  land  which  was  devastated  1^  the  hurricane  in  the 
year  1899,  and  which  has  been  replanted  in  limes,  oranges, 
coffee,  or  cocoa,  was  fixed  at  the  sum  of  6^.  for  five  succeeeiTa 
years  and  thereafter  ftt  Ij; 
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PRESIDENCY  OF  ANTIGUA. 

COLONT    OF     THE     LeEWABD    ISLAKDS. 


Statement  of  Absets  and  Liabilities  on 
3lBT  Dbcehbbb,  19U0. 
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Pkbsidbnct 

coi.okt  op  the 

Statement  of  Aueti  and 


- 

- 

£      -. 

rf. 

£       ..     d. 

Depoaits 

to  be  repaid   on  aocoant  of 

Money  Orders. 
to  Cover  duties         

180  14 
2  11 

2 
4 

„ 

Copyright  duties       

S 

8 

Bevenue  Defence  Fnnd 

16  17 

6 

City  Fund      

as  19 

3 

" 

London       University      and 
Cambridge  fees. 

5    0 

0 

239    &  11 
200    0    (4 

Balance 

dne    General      Oovemment 

Loeward  Talands. 
Presidency  of  Dominica 

4    6 

h 

„ 

B    8 

5 

Uorepreeented  Estates 

353    3 

6 

„ 

Escheated 

146  11 

6 

Bankruptcy          ,. 

73  13 

3 

„ 

B^istrar  (unclaimed  balances] 

20  19 

<* 

„ 

Prison  Officers  Fine  Fnnd  ... 

87  11 

11 

•• 

Official      Beceiver     account 
Globe  Premises. 

526    a 

0 

1,166    9    4^ 

Dtaftso 

n  Crown  Agents          

3,320    fl 

0 

LomW 

>rkBBalanoe of  Appropriation... 

fAsseta 

Total        

7,909  :a 

i 

11,229  18    4 

Ehmmo 

12,836  14    2 
987  17  10^ 

13,823  12    0^ 
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OP  Antiqua. 

Leeward  Islands. 

Liabilities  on  Zlst  December,  1900. 


Advances  paid  oa  Aocoant  of  Monej 

OoTeToment       of       British 
Qaiana. 


Preaidenc;  St.  Kitts-NeviB... 

„  Tirgin  leUnds... 

□  Ageni«  Current  aoconnt 

TreaBUT«r  

London     and      WeBtminBteF     Bank 
Depodt  Fablic  Worki  Loan. 
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Pbbbidenct  of 
Statement  of  Aiteti  and 
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BaUnce  due  to  Sinking  Fund— 

£      ..    d. 

£      1.    <l. 

809    3    1 

Crown  Agents        

882  19    8 

Drafts  OD  Crown  Agents 

2,101     1    7 

General  Port  Office  London 

1    0    2 

Family  Eemittances          

16  13    4 

Other  Preudencies            

135    5  11 

Pnblie  Works  boan  1891 

1,478    I    8 

,.     1893 

673  18  10 

2,152    0    6 

Money  Order  Accounts  United  Kingdom 

113    3    8 

Barbados     

84  14    9 

Trinidad      

1    3     1 

Canada         

16    3 

United  8tat«B          

11    7    3 

211    5    0 

Planters  Loan  Fund      

560    0    0 

Berenne  Defence  Fund 

73  10    7 

Deposits  Repayable  to  secare  dnties  ... 

1    6    0 

Provost  Marehal'i  Deposit  account     ... 

4  19    7 

22    7    0 

Hnrricsne  Belief  Fund 

72  17    4 

724  19    6 
678  12    5 

EscesB  of  AsseU            

Total        

7,713     1    2 
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St.  Cheibtophee-Nbvi8. 
LiabilUtet  on  3ltt  December,  1900. 
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Awett. 


In  Oolonial  Bank  on  Cairent  Account 

In  Treuary  CbMt  Angnilla 

G.  H.  Turner    ...        

£)«Qer&I  OoTernmeal  Leeward  Islands 

Other  Presidenciea        

Hone;  Order — 

Leeward  Islands 

Windward  Islands  

British  Gaians      

Bermuda 

Personal  Advances       

Benittanoes  in  Tnnst  


3,607    7    8 
10  16    2 


504  4  6 

26  17  7 

44  10  8 

928  11  2 
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(d.)  Public  Debt.  ' 

The  Public  Debt  of  the  Colony,  secured  on  the  general  revenues 
at  the  Presidencies,  which,  on  the  Slat  December,  1899,  stood 
at  £294,121,  was,  at  the  close  of  1900,  reduced  to  :£293,321, 
£200  having  been  paid  on  account  of  the  Antigua  Savings' 
Bank  Loan  of  1881,  £600  on  account  of  the  Basseterre  Im- 
provement Loan,  1891,  and  £100  on  account  of  the  Mont«eiTat 
Water  Works  Loan  of  1879. 

The  Dominica  Water  Works  Loan  of  £5,900  (the  sinking  fund 
of  which  is  nearly  sufficient  to  repay  it)  appears  in  the  statement 
of  Public  Debt  given  below,  although  this  loan  has  now  been 
assumed  by  the  Town  Board  of  Koseau  and  is  regarded  as  a 
liability  of  the  Munictptdity. 

There  is  no  public  debt  in  the  Virgin  Islands. 

The  followng  table  shows  the  individual  liabilities  of  the 
Presidencies  of  Antigua,  St.  Eitts-Nevis,  Dominica,  and  Mont- 
serrat,  with  a  column  showing  the  amounts  to  the  credit  of 
the  various  sinking  fund  accounts  on  the  31st  December, 
1900:  — 


Debt. 

To  Crodit 

of  SinkiDg 

Fund. 

Anti^a 

£ 

137,071 

21,769 

S(.  Kitts-Nevw    ... 

73,95(1 

6,991 

70,90(1 

12,074 

Muntserrat 
Total 

11,400 

957 

293,391 

41,791 

(«.)  CCKEENCY. 

Tkere  is  nothing  to  be  remarked  under  this  head, 
rates  of  exchange  remained  unaltered. 


(f.)    COMFABATITE   StATEICENT    Of    BeVENTTE    AND    ExPEKDmjKB 

OF  MtrsiciPALrnES. 

The  revenue  of  tbe  St.  John's  City  Board  for  the  year,  in- 
oluoiTe  of  the  grant  in  aid  from  General  Bevenue,  amounted  to 
£2,746  If.  bd.,  and  the  expenditure  to  £2,740  16t.  9d. 

imm—B  B 
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IiXBWARD        The  St  John's  City  Board,  as  eBtabUshed  under  Ordinance 
J"*"")     No.  5  of  1898,  is  a  corporate  body,  established  for  the  goTemment 
^^^       of  the  city  of  St,  John  and  its  Ticinily,  and  consiata  of  12  mem- 
bers, six  of  whwn  are  nominated  by  ihe  Qovemor  and  six  ard 
elected  by  the  inhaBitanta. 

The  coatrol  and  upkeep  of  the  pnblic  library,  market, 
cemetery,  and  the  duties  of  the  sanitary  authorities,  were  assumed 
by  the  City  Board  during  the  year  1900,  and  the  watemorks 
and  fire  brigade  are  to  be  taken  OTer  by  them  early  in  1901, 

The  future  policy  of  the  Board  will  be  to  secure  higher  aanita- 
tioa,  and  improve  the  condition  of  the  several  departments  that 
have  been  placed  under  their  management. 

(ff.)  Debts  of  MTJHiciPALrnES. 

The  only  municipfU  debt  is  that  of  the  Roseau  Town  Board, 
viz.,  Ihe  Water  Works  Loan  of  £6,900.  Aa  against  this,  a 
sinking  fund,  amounting  to  £6,370  Os.  lid.,  has  been  accumu- 
lated at  the  end  of  1900. 

The  Roseau  Town  Board  of  Dominica  was  establiBhed  in  1896, 
and  its  Revenue  and  Expenditure  has  been  as  follows:  — 


Ye.. 

Bei-cnue. 

1896 

7U 

714 

1897 

929 

92.'i 

1898 

978 

964 

1899 

920 

S90 

1900 

1,084 

i.oa.'t 

A  Town  Board  for  Basseterre,  St.  Kitts,  is  being  established. 


II.— TEADE,  AGKICULTTTEB,    AND    INDUSTRIES. 

(a.)  Imposts  Aum  Expoets. 

Importt. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  of  the  Colony  of  the  Leeward 
Islands  during  the  year  1900,  exclusive  of  internal  trade  between 
the  Freudfouiies,  amounted  to  £346,396,  as  against  £340,112 
in  1899,  being  an  iuenaae  at  £6,283. 
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He  classes  of  importo  which  show  decreases  are:—  Lbbwabb 

IflUSD% 

£  1900. 

LJTe  aaimals        744  "~" 

Foodrtafb  685 

Narcotics  196 

Raw  materials     312 

Manufactured  articles,  textile 10,199 

Those  showing  increases  being :  — 

Drinks                 663 

Manufactored  ariiicles,  metal 7,436 

Other  manufactures       2,607 

Exports. 

The  total  amount  of  exports  during  the  year  1900  (eiclusive 
of  internal  trade  betveen  the  Presidencies,  which  aiDounted  to 
£21,991)  was  £279,020,  as  against  £351,429  in  1899,  showing 
a  decrease  of  £23,409. 
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The  export  trade  between  the  Tarioos  Preeidencies  of  the  Luwakt 
Colony  of  the  Leewftrd  Islands  amonnted  to  £21,991  in  1900,  Ibumim, 
as  against  £21,772  in  1899,  showing  a  slight  increase  of  £219.  ^900. 

The  amount  of  ^port  trade  between  the  seiveral  Presidencies 
of  the  Leeward  Islands  Colony  for  the  last  ten  years  is  aa 
follows :  — 


Tear. 


lSi>2 
lfi'J3 
1S9I 
18Ho 
ISSfi 
1997 
1  i*'.*^ 


33.5S-2 
22.185 
25,3«1 
2(),323 
i:i.034 
11,422 
12.til.i 


The  Federal  Steamship  "  l^ne,"  which  was  subsidised  to  ran 
between  the  several  Preeidenciee,  was  discontinued  in  June, 
1896,  and  it  is  interesting  to  noHe  the  large  falling  ofE  in 
the  trade  between  the  Freeideacies  which  has  taken  place  from 
that  date. 
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Sugar  is  the  steple  product  in  Antigua  and  St.  Kitte-Nevis. 

Rum  is  manufactured  chiefly  in  St.  KittB.  This  Presidency 
exported  15,323  gallons  in  1900. 

Lime  juice  is  manufactured  in  Dominica  and  Mtmtserrat,  bay 
oil  in  Dominica,  and  arrowroot  in  Monteerrat. 

There  ore  no  organized  fisheries. 


(e.)  AGaicuiTUfiAi.  Ikdustbibs  and  BoTAinc  Stations. 

The  estimated  acreage  of  cultivated  land  in  Antigua  is  16,481 
acres,  out  of  52,794  acres,  in  St.  Kitts-Nevis  (excluBive  of  An- 
guilla)  18,268,  out  of  76,520  acres.  In  Dominica  there  are  about 
177,549  acres  of  uncultivated  land,  of  which  about  80,000  acres 
are  Crown  lands  suitable  for  cultivation. 

The  following  short  description  of  the  work  being  carried  on 
by  the  Imperial  Department  of  Agriculture  for  ihe  West  Indies 
in  the  various  Presidenoies  of  the  Leeward  Islands  will  be  found 
of  interest :  — 

There  is  a  Federal  Laboratory  ia  Antigua,  -where  the  chemical 
work  relsting  to  agriculture  is  carried  on.  The  analytical 
chemist  visita  the  various  islands  of  the  Colony  in  connection 
with  the  experimental  and  other  work  which  is  being  carried 
on. 

Botanic  stations  are  eetablished  in  Antigua,  St.  Kitts,  Do- 
minica, and  Montaerrat,  each  under  the  charge  of  a  curator. 
The  work  of  these  stations  includes  investigations  with  a  vieW' 
to  the  improvement  of  existing  staple  crops,  the  introduction 
of  trees  and  plants  of  greater  vigour  and  productiveness,  as  well 
as  improvement  in  agricultural  methods. 

In  Antigua  and  St.  Kitts  particular  attention  is  being  paid 
to  the  sugar  cant>,  the  felection  of  the  most  robust  and  productive 
variety  of  cane  being  a  question  of  vital  importance  to  the  sugar 
industry;  in  each  <d  these  islands  there  are  local  experimental 
stations,  situate  in  different  parts  of  the  islands,  where  the 
cultivation  of  many  varieties  of  cane  is  being  carried  on  gystem- 
atically  under  the  direction  of  the  officers  of  the  Department. 

In  Dominica,  attention  is  particularly  directed  to  cocoa  and 
limes,  the  work  of  the  botanical  stations  in  connection  with 
these  having  met  with  much  local  appreciation.  . 

At  all  the  stations  attention  is  being  given  to  the  improvement 
of  food  crops  of  local  interest  and  importance. 

With  the  aid  of  the  Department  efforts  are  being  made  to 
introduce  the  teaching  of  the  principles  of  agriculture  into  iho 
elementary  schools.  Courses  of  lectures  on  the  principles  of 
agricalture  are  being  given  to  teachers  by  the  federal  Analytical 
Chemist,  assisted  by  the  curators  of  botanic  stations. 
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The  work  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  as  yet  in  its    LaswAMO 
infency,  l^ough  coneiderable  progfreas  has  already  been  made,     ^^f'^ 
and  it  is  already  folt  that  the  work  will  have  considerable  in-        ^^ 
fluence  upon  the  agricultural  development  of  the  Colony.     The        , 
West  Indian  Bulletin,  or  Joumel  of  the  Imperial  Department  of 
Agriculture,  affords  much  information  concerning  the  work  of 
the  Department  in  tbe  Leeward  Islands  and  elsewbere. 

{d.)  Land  Grants  and  GrESE&Ai.  Value  of  Lands. 

Tie  general  valne_  of  land  varies  so  greatly  in  different  Presi- 
dencies, aad  according  to  its  suitability  for  su^ar  or  other 
cultivation,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  reliable  statis- 
tics as  to  value.  In  Antigua  and  St.  Eitts  the  value  of  good 
cane  land  may  be  taken  at  the  present  moment  to  range  between 
£4  and  £8  per  acre. 

(«.)  Shippino. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  tonnage  of  both  steam 

and  sailing  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the  various  ports  of 

the  Colony  during  the  year  1900,  distinguishing  between  British 

and  Foreign  vessels ;  — 
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Islands, 
1900. 


III.— LEGISLATION. 

The  General  Legislative  Council  of  the  Leeward  Islaode  passed 
seven  Acts  during  the  year  1900.     Of  these  the  most  important 
were :   Act  No.  1  of  1900,  "  An  Act  to  authorise  the  adoption) 
or  establiahment  of  a  system  of  insurance  of  postal  packets  and 
parcels,  and  to  validate  certain  thinj^a  already  done  in  con- 
"  nection  with  the  same  subject  matter,"  and  Act  No.  7  of  1900, 
An  Act  to  amend  Act  No.  2  of  1882,  intituled  '  An  Act  for  the 
'  union  of  the  Presidencies  of  Saint  Christopher  and  Kevis,'  " 
hy  which  the  Legislative  Council  of  Saint  Christopher  and  Nevis 
was  reduced  to  six  "  ofBcial  members  "  and  six  "  unofficial  mem- 
bers," with  the  Gt)vernor  and  Administrator. 

In  Antigua,  18  Ordinances  were  passed,  of  which  the  moi'e 
important  were :  No.  9,  by  which  the  income  tax  of  3  per  cent, 
levied  on  official  salaries  by  Ordinance  No.  6  of  1899  was  re- 
duced to  li  per  cent,  on  those  salaries  not  exceeding  JEIOO  per 
annum.  No.  11,  consolidating  and  amending  the  law  relating  to 
contagiouB  diseases  among  animals.  Nn.  1^,  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  distillation  and  disposal  of  spirits. 

In  St.  Kitts-Nevie,  11  Ordinances  were  passed,  eight  in  Do- 
minica, ten  in  Montaerrat,  and  seven  in  the  Virgin  Iiilands, 
one  of  which,  No.  5,  "  An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  grant  of 
"  mining  leases  of  Crown  lands,  and  the  grant  of  licenses  to 
"  explore  and  prospect  on  Crown  lands  for  minerals,"  was  dis- 
allowed. I 


IV.— EDUCATION, 
(a.)  Fkimasy  Education, 


The  nupiber  of  children  on  the  rolls  of  the  primary  schools 
for  the  year  1900  amounted  to  24,974,  as  against  24,879  during 
the  previous  year,  showing  an  increase  of  95 ;  the  average 
attendance  being  11,009,  as  against  12,046,  being  a  decrease  o£ 
1,037. 
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LuswABD       Antiiraa  and  Dominioa  are  oentres  for  the  Gambridire  Local 
1900.       ExaBunatioM. 

~^  EzaminatioDB  are  also  held  in  Antigua  for  the  varioxiB  de^ees 

in  Arts  and  Law  of  the  TJniTeraity  of  London. 


(e.)  IwDusTHiAi.,  Tbchnical,  or  Agricultitral'  ScHoor^. 

The  Skeirett's  (Boys)  Training  School  is  now  limited  as  far  as 
possible  to  100  boys,  bat  there  were  actually  105  inmates  re- 
maining at  the  school  on  the  Olst  December,  1900.  Of  these, 
74  were  natives  of  Antigua,  16  of  3t.  Eitts,  eight  of  ^evis,  five 
of  Angnilla.  and  three  of  Montserrat. 

The  other  Preeidenoiee  pay  Antigua  at  the  rate  of  £10  per 
annum  for  each  boy  sent  to  the  Bchool. 

In  connection  wi£h  the  school  is  a  Government  stock  fann,  in 
which  several  of  the  beat  strains  of  horses,  catUe,  and  pigs  are 
kept.  This  baa  done  much  to  improve  the  breed  of  animals 
throughout  the  island.  The  stock  farm  is  badly  supplied  with 
water  from  ponds  on  the  farm,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  evil  will 
soon  be  remedied  1^  connecting  the  farm  with  "W^allingB  Reser* 
voir.  The  total  expenditure  on  the  stock  farm  and  estate  was 
£417  15f.  Id.,  and  the  receipts  £439  12t.  bd. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  stock  on  the  farm  is  £1,683. 

The  superintoudent  of  the  school  is  also  agricultural  superin- 
tendent in  charge  of  the  cane  experiments  being  carried  on  under 
Ibe  directioc  of  the  Imperial  Department  of  Agriculture.  Aq 
auction  side  of  new  seedling  canes  was  held  in  December  last, 
when  120,000  cane  plants  of  different  varieties  were  sold  to 
planters  in  the  island. 

The  Bourbon  cane,  which  was  the  old  stock  cane,  has  been 
superseded  almost  entirely  by  new  varieties,  which  have  been 
found  to  be  less  susceptible  to  the  ravages  of  rind,  fungus,  and 
moth  boTSr. 

He  rsinfall  on  the  estate  was  46*68  inches. 
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v.— GOTERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

(fl.)  HoaptTAif. 

Th«  following  table  shows  in  a  stunmarized  fona  the  aiimber 

of  patients  admitted  in  1900  into  the  various  hospitals  throug'h- 

out  the  Colony,  the  number  diacharged  from  these  InstitatitHU, 

and  the  nnmber  of  deaths  which  took  place :  — 


Lbbwaaiv 

1900. 


DiBcharged. 

Number  in 

_ . 

Ho. 

[litals. 

Hospital  on 
lat  Jantinrj 

'    -; 

■s 

i!MX). 

'i? 

,S 

5 

- 

1 

Aiitigun 

179 

l,49i 

456 

an 

Caaninghu 

m,  St.  KittB 

119 

8(!.-. 

438 

182 

73 

117 

Nevi.     ... 



43 

lOfi 

63 

25 

3 

29 

Dominica 

39 

534 

417 

47 

5 

4§ 

MontseiTOt 

(Chatean) 

78 

54 

U 

16 

7 

IS 

(Honpital) 

'■ 

.^2 

31 

14 

5 

6 

A  new  hospital  is  Tery  much  needed  in  Antigua.  The  site  of 
the  present  hoapital,  which  is  immediately  to  windward,  of 
GoTemment  Houae  and  the  City  of  3t.  John's,  haa  many  dis- 
advantages, an^  tlie  old  and  dilapidated  buildings  now  occupied 
as  wards  are  quite  unsuited  for  the  purposes  of  a  hospital. 

(4.)   LUKATIC    ASTLTJMS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  statistics  of  the  lunatic  a^liuna 
for  the  year :  — 


DiKharjicd. 

Xunilier  m 

AmIuhi, 

Asyloin  on 
Int  January 

■^ 

1 

Deatka.: 

1 

.£ 

«%: 

39 

s 

•s 

RatJJand  

SO 

24 

_ 

_ 

14 

Bidp.           

:i6 

.^ 

- 

1 

4 
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:^KWAmD        The  Scotts  Hill  buildings  in  Antigua,  lately  occupied  as  a 
"^j!™^     training  bgIlooI   for  giTl§,   are  being   converted  into   a  lunatic 
•       asylnm,  and  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  more  advanced 
treatment  of  lunacy  are  being  carried  out 


Leper  Asylums. 

Number  in 

1st  •[  inuftry 

H'UO. 

Asylum.. 

ibi 

a 

Deutba. 

Antigua        

St.  Kitt«      

4-1          ^      (;     1    —           I     1      — 

M        'el—        1    j     — 

:        1 

5 
8 

As  soon  as  the  necessary  alterations  are  complet4>d  at  Scotts 
Hill  for  the  reception  of  the  lunatics,  the  lepers  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  quarters  now  occupied  as  a  lunatic  asylum  at  Bat 
Island. 

(«.)  Poor  House. 

In  Antigua  there  were  104  persons  in  the  Poor  House  on  the 
1st  Januaiy,  1900.  During  the  year  B4  vere  admitted  and  53 
discharged. 

The  number  of  persons  who  received  out-door  poor  relief  was 
1,061,  the  total  amount  spent  being  £6U9. 

(d.)  Refoeuatosies. 

iS«e  under  Education — Training  Schools.) 

1  (e.)  Satinos  Banks. 

There  are  savings'  banks  in  all  the  Presidencies  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Yii^in  Islands.  The  total  amount  to  the  credit 
«f  depositors  on  Hie  Slst  December,  1900,  was  as  follows  :  — 

Antigua         £41,722 

St.  Eitts 


Nevi", 

Dominica 

Hontserrat 


2,402 
6.787 
3,374 

£03,175 
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X}ie  amount  depoailed  diuiag  th|0  jeta,  was  ^£^3^86^  as  ag^nst    Ijeeward 
wiUidr«wal«  amoanting  to  ^23»768.  ^i^ 

The  number  of  depositors  on  tie  Slat  December,,  1900,  was       

2,429 ;  3  per  cent,  is  Ae  rate  of  interest  allowed. 

The  amount  of  funds  invested  on  behalf  of  the  savings'  banks 
of  the  Colour  u  £63,380. 


TL^rUUICIAL  STATISTICS. 

(a.)  FoucB. 

The  armed  Police  Force  of  the  Leeward  Islands  numbered,  on 
the  Slst  December  last,  209  officers  and  men,  vie.,  1  Inspector- 
General,  3  Inspectors,  3  Sergeant-Majors,  202  other  Non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  men.  Of  these,  1  Inspector,  1  Sei^eant-Major, 
and  67  other  Non-commissioned  officers  and  men  were  stationed 
in  Antigua,  including  1  Sergeant  in  Barbnda;  1  Inspector, 
1  Sergeant-Major,  and  60  other  Non-commissioned  officers  and 
lAea  in  St^  Kitts- Nevis ;  1  Inspector  and  34  Non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  in  Dominica;  1  Sergetrnt^Msiof*  afld'40'othef 
Non-commiflsioned  officeiB  and  men  in  Montserrat ;  and  1  second 
class  private  in  the  Vii^in  Islands.  In  June,  1899,  in  con- 
sequence of  serious  disturbances  and  resistance  offered  *te  the 
Police  in  Montserrat.  in  connection  with  searches  for,  and  seizure 
of,  illicit  nun-stillB,  the  division  in  that  Presidency  had  to  be 
temporarily  increaaed  by  20  men,  makng  a  total  strength  of 
41  Kon-commiBsioned  officers  and  men.  These,  howeter,  are 
being  gradually  reduced. 

(A.)  PeisoHs. 

The  totel  number  of  j'risoners  received  during  the  year  1900 
was  2.165,  being  393  in  excess  of  the  previous  year.  Of  these, 
1^229  were  males,  921  females,  and  16  juveniles. 

There  were  five  deaths  during  the  year,  as  follows :  —two  from 
kidney  disease,  one  from  enteritis,  one  from  peritoiiitis  (the  above 
four  died  in  the  Holberton  Hospital,  to  which  th^  had  been 
transferred),  and  one,  a  female,  from  rupture  of  an  enlarged 
spleen,  in  the  prison.  The  total  number  of  prisoners  received 
dunog  the  year  at  the  Central  Prison  tn  Antigua  was  892  of 


y  Google 


36 


OOLOMIAL   EBPOBTS — ANNUAL. 


UuwABD   whom  663  were  malea  aad  339  flanuloi.    The  number  of  com- 
IsLANiM,    juittals  from  Antigna  in  1900  ta  exceptioiLaUj  high,  and  ex- 
1900.        ceeds  that  of  any  year  daring  the  last  decade,  as  the  following 
table  will  ahow ;  — 


Ye«r, 

Bblee. 

FemaloB. 

Total. 

1891            

49C 

232 

728 

1692           

363 

209 

5fi.t 

1893           

419 

213 

632 

189*           

325 

253 

578 

1895           

482 

243 

725 

189G           

324 

264 

688 

1897           

348 

184 

532 

1898           

363 

217 

580 

1899           

341 

S06 

547 

1900           

522 

335 

86T 

Tke  increase  in  the  number  of  females  0(»nmit(ed  in  Antigua 
k  ^edallj  aotioeablet  and  may  be  dne  to  the  fact  tbat  the  labour 
allotted  to  tiiem  in  prison  is  of  tern  easy  a  nature  now  that 
stcme-breaking  cannot  be  enforced  as  one  of  the  tasks  foit 
females. 

Thirty-one  male  priBouers  were  committed  to  prison  during 
the  year  who  had  been  formerly  inmates  of  Skerret's  school. 

The  prisoners  are  employed  in  cooking,  baking  bread  for  the 
public  institutions,  miJcing  and  mending  prison  clothing  and 
bedding,  and  washing,  also  qnarrying,  stone-breaking,  stone- 
cutting,  Ac.,  Ac. 

The  transfers  from  the  other  Presidencies  were  as  follows :  — 


Presidenc)'. 


Hmlas. 


TotaL 


St.  Kitt»-NeTii 
Dominica   ... 
Montwrrat... 
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The  following  showa  tike  nnmlier  of  cMes  treated  1)j  the    i^kwaxd 


year 

_ 

Islands, 

Skin  di9eM«a 

10 

Rheumatism  and  allied 

Oastro-intoitinfti  diseaaM 

120 

diseaaee        

59 

Palmoniuy  diseiweB  ,-. 

61 

Filarial  disease 

1 

Heart  diseaae 

4 

Fevers              

61 

Debaity           

10 

Aliecesfles,  uioers,  &e. 

20 

Hf^rnia             

7 

Headache,  -rortigo,  ftc. 

15 

Eye  difleaees 

6 

Slight  inJTmes 

9 

14 

Haliagering 

58 

Making  a  total  ot  436  c 

lees  treated  for  the  year. 

(a.)  CsiifiKAL  Statistics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  offences  re- 
ported to  the  police  during  each  of  the  last  five  years,  together 
with  the  coiiTictitHka  and  aoqnittalB  in  each  year : — 


Year. 

Offences  reported. 

Convicted. 

Acquitted,  died 
awsitiDg  trial,  or 

entered. 

1896 

16.128 

6,962 

8,969 

1897 

13.201 

5,837 

7,258 

1898 

12,813 

.5,613 

7,106 

1899 

13.368 

6,808 

6,449 

13<W 

l.l,lilO 

7.855 

6,763 

Of  the  13,160  offeaoea  reported  daring  1900,  3,244  were  for 
«ffencee  against  the  person,  1,431  prtediu  laroeny,  1,523  against 

property  (other  than  prsedial  larceny),  while  the  remaining  6,962 
«ompnBed  all  other  offences. 

Summaiy  conTiotions  were  recorded  against  7,771  persona  in 
the  Magistrates'  conrts,  the  number  of  persons  convicted  by  the 
Superior  courts  being  84. 

In  the  Magistrates'  courts  5,718  persons  were  acquitted,  while 
the  number  acquitted  in  the  Superior  courts  was  28,  a  nolle 
present  was  entered  in  16  casea,  and  one  prisoner  died  while 
awaiting  trial. 
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VII.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(a.)   POPUJ^THJS.  ' 

The  a^gregB.te  returns  from  the  Registrare  of  tlie  varioiiB 
Fresidwicies  show  a.  totaj  for  the  Colony  of  4,706  births,  4,637 
deaths,  and  438  marriaf^es. 

The  CenauB  of  1891  gave  a  total  populatioa  for  the  Colon;  of 
127,723,  and,  adding  on  the  number  of  births  in  excess  of  deaths 
between  the  date  of  the  Census  and  the  Slst  December,  1899, 
we  obtain  aa  the  present  population  of  the  Colony  an  apparent 
total  of  141,645.  In  the  absence  of  statistics  of  immigration 
^d  emigration,  the  latter  of  which  has  been  considerable  in 
Antigua,  the  above  total  is  unreliable. 

The  following  eommary  shows  the  population  of  each  island 
of  the  Colony  as  on  the  Slat  December,  1899  (subject  to  the  dif- 
ferences caused  by  emigration)  together  with  ttie  births  and 
deaths  in  each  case :  — 


Island. 

Bint  Decern bei' 
1899. 

Births. 

Dettchs. 

Net 
Increase 
in  1900. 

Net 
Deoreasa 

in  1900. 

_ 

Antigna      1    ... 

37,541 

1,248 

l,MO 

_ 

18 

Barbuda      J    ... 

710 

4U 

24 

16 

- 

St.  Kitts     1    ... 

.13.628 

1.164 

941 

213 

- 

Neria     ...    I  ... 

15.305 

568 

294 

274 

Angttillft     J    ... 

4.431 

158 

55 

103 

- 

Dommica 

31)  557 

941 

7fi4 

177 

_ 

Montserrat 

14,033 

424 

lfi8 

236 

- 

Virgin  IslandB... 

5.440 

173 

,05 

68 

~ 

Total 

141,045 

4,706 

3,637 

1,087 

18 

(ft.)  Public  Health. 


The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  of  the  Colony  per 
1,000  dnrinit  the  past  five  yeai-s.    It  will  be  observed  that  the 
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death-nto  ia  1900  vaa  3*30  below  ihat  of  the  la»i  ;eat,  and    Lbbwabi> 
•bout  equal  to  the  average  of  the  last  five  years :  —  ^^^ 


I3i),0»4 
138,069 
199,51-2 
140,fi7(; 
14l.l>4r> 


3.G01 
4,iJT4 


Average  death-rate  per  1,000  durinfc  the  last  five  years,  25*77. 

(e.)  Saititatiom. 
Sanhu-y  Boards  exist  in  Antigua,  St.  Eitts-Tfevis.  Dominica, 
and  Montserrat,  by  which  provision  is  made  for  the  enforcement 
of  the  usual  sanitary  regulatioas.  In  the  town  of  St.  Jtdm's, 
Antifr<>a<  the  dry  earth  privy  system,  with  frequent  removal  of 
excreta,  has  been  introduced,  and  is  gradually  being  extended. 
The  villages  are  kept  clear  of  weeds.  In  the  Presidencies  of 
St.  Kitts,  Dominica,  and  Montserrat,  there  is  an  abundant  supply 
of  good  water  carried  by  pipes  to  the  towns.  In  .Vntigua,  while 
the  town  of  St.  John's  has  a  fair  water  supply,  the  country  vil- 
lages are  exceedingly  badly  supplied  with  water  by  ponds,  which 
can  only  be  cleared  out  in  very  dry  weather.  A  schune  for 
the  dis^bntion  of  the  water  from  Wallings  reservoir  to  scnne 
of  thi-  worst- supplied  of  the  country  districts  is  now  being  carried 
out.  the  balance  of  the  Public  Works  Loan  of  IS93  having  been 
appropriated  for  this  purpose,  tt^^ether  with  the  sum  of  £7,600 
received  from  the  sale  of  the  dredger  "  Pholas,"  which  has  been 
credited  to  the  loan. 

{d.)  Cldcatg. 
(1)  Rainfall. 

The  average  rainfall  recorded  at  the  t>4  stations  in  Antigua 
during  the  year  1900  was  36"95  inches.  The  average  rainfall 
for  27  ycaxs  was  46*66,  so  that  the  rainfall  for  1900  waa 
8*71  indkes  below  the  average. 

In  St.  Eitts  the  rainfall  recorded  at  the  Fnited  States  weather 
bureau  in  Basseterre  was  38*00  inches. 

In  Dominica  the  average  rainfall  recorded  at  13  stations  on 
the  leeward  coast  waa  96'8T  inches ;  the  average  for  six  stations 
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Lbxwakd   od  the  windward  coast  bping  98'6fi  iDches.     The  grftatest  amoiiDi 
^"^'^'"'^     of  rain  recorded    at    any  staticu    on    the  leeward   coast   waa 
1^       248-37  inches,  and  on  the  windward  coast  13820  inches. 

In  Montserrat  the  averaf^e  Taanfall  recorded  at  seven  sUtiona 
waa  42'6S  inchea;  the  highest  at  any  station  being  5167  inches 
and  the  lowest  36*96  inches. 

(2)  Temperaiurfi. 

la  Antigua  the  highest  shade  temperature  during  the  year 
recorded  at  the  GoTemment  Laboratory,  St.  John's,  was  91,  in 
September  and  October,  and  the  lowest  69,  in  January;  the 
average  readings  being  82'2  at  9  a.m.  and  84  at  3  p.m. 

In  St.  Kitts  the  maximum  temperature  was  89,  in  October,  and 
the  minimum  67,  in  August,  while  the  average  readings  were 
80-4  at  8  a.m.,  and  78'3  at  8  p.m. 

In  Montserrat  the  hisheat  temperature  recorded  was  93,  in 
October,  and  the  lowest  70,  in  February  and  June. 

Direction,   and  Force  of    Wind. 

The  prevailing  direction  of  the  wind  in  the  Leeward  Islands 
is  east,  with  occasional  variations  to  north-east  and  east-north- 
east. The  average  velocity  during  the  year  was  T'l  miles  par 
hottr  in  Antigua,  10'3  in  St.  Eitts,  and  6'4  in  Dominica. 


Vni.— POSTAL,  TELEGRAPH,  AND  TELEPHONE 

SERVICES. 

Tb»  following  table  shows  the  statistics  of  postal  matter  sent 
to  and  from  the  Colony  during  the  last  five  yean :  — 


Year. 

Letters  and 
Cards  received 

and  sent. 

1896 

4i;9,0'JS 

1897 

969.433 

1898 

37;..%3 

1899 

491,616 

1900 

452,137 

151,863 
155,664 
184,327 

168,820 


received  and 


6,061 

0,746 
7,079 
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Compaxing  the  figurea^for  1900  witli  J^.oee  for  l9d&>  ve  find  a    Leewasd 
decrease  af39,479  letters  and  cards  receiTed  Mid.jent,  16,607     Ibi^mdb, 
books  and  papers  received   and  sent,  and  an  increase  of  333        '!>W. 
^reels  receiTed  and  sent. 

The  total  value  of  Mone;  Orders  issued  in  the  Golonj  vas 
£27,646,  as  compared  with  £29,891  in  18^9,  being  a  decrease 
'«f  £2,345,  while  the  Tslae  cf   orders  cashed    in  the    Colony 
amounted  to  £14,542.  as  against  £15,619  in  1899,  beiiig  a  de-     ' 
crease  of  £977. 

'  'nte  subsidies  pud  to  the  West  India  and  Panama  Telegraph 
Company  amount  to  £1,€00  per  anQum,  of  which  Antigua  pays 
£600,  St.  Kittfl-K&via  £600,  and  Dominica  £400.  There  is  no 
telegraphie  communication  with  either  Montserrat  or  the  Virgin 
Islands,  but  hopes  are  entertained  of  its  being  established  in 
the  case  of  ihe  former  island  in  the  near  future. 

The  Direct  West  India  Cable  Company's  cable  is  also  laid  as 
far  as  Jamaica,  vik  Halifax  and  Bermuda,  the  line  paasing 
entirely  through  British  territory.  By  either  route  telegrams 
can  be  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  chaise  to  the  United 
KingdtHu  is  it.  7^d,  per  word,  with  a  preferential  rate  for  Govern- 
ment telegrams  of  3*.  l^d.  per  word. 

Telephone  litems  are  in  operation  in  the  Presidencies  of 
Antigua  and  St.  Sitts,  there  being  in  the  former  island  276  miles 
qf  wire  and  142  ioatrumente  in  use,  and  in  the  latter  204  miles 
of  wire  and  79  instruments  in  use. 

. '  'The  «penditnre  in  Antigua  on  the  telephone  system  in  1900 
was  £775,  and  the  receipte  £695.  In  St.  Kitts  the  expenditure 
was  £456,  and  the  receipts  £337. 

'.  In  Dominica  several  of  the  public  offices  are  c<mnected  by 
t6leph<Hie,  and  it  is  ht^d  shortly  to  extend  the  system  around 
the  island. 


:      IX.— MILITARY    FORCES   AND   EXPENDITURE. 

(a.)   REGDLAtt  FOECES. 

(None.) 

(b.)   MiLlTU. 

(None.) 
'  (fl.)  Volunteer. 

Volunteer  defence  forces  have  been  established  in  the  Presi- 
'dencies  of  Antigna  and  St.  Eitts-Nevis. 

In  Antigua  the  force  was  eeteblished  on  the  occasion  of  Her 
late  Majesty's  Diamrad  Jubilee  in  1897. 
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taL1«°       '^^  ^*-  '^<'^''>  Mounted  Infaotry  aad  Infantry  Cfflnpaniea, 
"rrr™     armed  with  Martini-Enfield  riflea,  numbered,  on  the  Slst  Decem- 
ber, 1900,  S3  officers  and  men. 

In  St.  EittH-NeTis  a  volunteer  defence  force  bas  been  estab- 
liflhed  since  1896,  and  numbered,  on  tbc  Slat  December,  1900, 
103  officen  and  men. 

Tbe  force  is  divided  into  three  Companies.  A.  Compai^  for 
Baaseterre,  B.  Company  for  country  districts,  St.  Eitta,  and 
C.  Company  for  Notis. 

The  expenditore  in  Antigua  on  the  defence  toioe  in  190O 
was  £338,  and  in  Si  Kitte-ITeTis  £908. 

The  ^ms  are  on  loan  from  the  Imperial  Chtvemment. 
(d.)  CoKSTABTTLAET  (or  Semi-MiHtaij  Colonial  Foroe). 
{See  Police.) 


I.— CIVIL   ESTABLISHMENT. 

Sir  George  MelTille,  E.C.M.G..  administered  the  QoTemment 
of  the  Leeward  Islands  from  the  17tb  August  to  the  27th  Novem- 
ber, during  the  absence  on  leave  of  Sir  Francis  Fleming, 
E.C.M.O.,  and  Mr.  Gordon,  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Colonial  Secret 
tariat,  acted  as  Colonial  Secretary. 

Mr.  Foster  acted  as  Colonial  Secretary  from  the  Ist  January 
to  the  3rd  Kay,  daring  the  absence  on  leave  of  Sir  G«orge  Mel- 
ville, K.C.H.O. 

Mr.  Wl^ham  acted  as  Auditor-General  from  the  1st  January 
to  the  3rd  May,  from  the  8th  June  to  the  3rd  July,  and  frinn 
the  14th  November  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Whyham  also  acted  as  Administrator  of  Dominica  from 
the  4th  July  to  the  13th  Noivember,  during  Mr.  Bell's  absence  on 
leave,  when  Mr.  Auchinleck  acted  as  Auditor-General  ani 
Mr.  E.  R.  Jones  as  Treasurer. 

Mr,  Furcell  acted  as  Attomey-Oeneral  from  the  3lBt  August) 
to  the  10th  November,  during  the  absence  on  leave  ol 
Mr.  Stoker. 

During  Mr.  Evelyn's  absence  on  leave,  from  the  22nd  Janu- 
ary to  31st  April,  Mr.  E.  E,  Dyett  performed  the  combined 
duties  of  Magistrate  of  Districts  A.  and  B. 

Mr.  Dyett  also  acted  as  Magistrate  of  District  A.  from  lat  Janu- 
ary to  the  2nd  May,  and  from  the  8th  June  to  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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Mr.  A.  E.  Eldridge,  PoBtma«ter,  Aotigiia,  acted  aa  Ma«iBtrate,    U£w*«d 
Difltrict  H.  (Ne™).  from  Ut  Januaiy  to  8th  Februaiy,  durinfr    "f-^""- 
Mr.  Eoden's  absence  on  leave.     Mr.  A.  C.  K.  Tibbita  act<^  as      .^*^- 
Poetm  aster. 

Mr.  F.  n.Watkiaa  was  appointed  CommiBBioncr  and  Treasurer, 
Montserrat,  on  the  1st  January,  1900,  and  Mr.  C.  M.  Mai-tin 
succeeded  Mr.  Watkins  aa  Inspector  of  Sebools  in  May. 

Dr.  Norris,  Medical  Officer,  District  No.  2.  Montserrat.  was 
appointed  Medical  Siiperintendent  of  the  Holborton  Hospital, 
Antigua,  in  August,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  W.  McDonald. 

Mr.  0.  Nugent  was  appointed  as  Acting  Magistrate  (Barbuda), 
District  L.,  in  August,  1900. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Wall  was  appointed,  in  May.  1900,  aa  Federal  Ac- 
countant and  Chief  Audit  Clerk,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  D.  S.  Mac- 
gregor,  who  was  appointed  as  Auditor  of  British  Honduras. 

Sir  Henry  T.  Wrenfordeley,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Leeward 
Islands,  proceeded  on  leave  on  the  28th  September  with  a  view 
to  retiring. 


II.— GENERAL    OBSEBTATIONS. 

The  year  1900  was  somewhat  barren  of  incident,  anil  much 
depression  was  felt  in  the  sugar  producing  islands  of  Antigua 
and  St.  Kitts-Nevis  owing  to  the  short  crop  and  the  severe 
drought  experienced. 

The  erection  of  central  factories  as  the  sole  hope  of  restoring 
the  sugar  industry  of  Antigua,  St.  Kitts-Nevis,  and  Montserrat. 
has  been  so  fully  discussed  that  further  advocacy  of  this  most 
important  subject  would  appear  to  be  but  repetition.  The  anti- 
quated machinery  and  the  obsolete  methods  now  employed  in 
tJLe  manufacture  of  sugar  in  these  islands  should  years  ago  have 
been  replaced  by  modem  factories,  but  year  after  year  no  im- 
provement takes  place,  the  crops  become  shorter,  and  hundreds 
of  acres  of  what  were  formerly  valuable  cane  lands  are  now 
thrown  out  of  cultivation.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  best 
artizans  and  labourers  has  left,  and  still  continue  to  leave,  An- 
tigua in  search  of  employment  elsewhere  as  now  there  is  no 
inducement  for  them  to  remain  owing  to  the  small  wages  which 
they  receive.  The  export  of  sugar  for  the  Colony  tn  1900  ex- 
hibited a  decrease  of  7,431  tons  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.     In  Antigua  the  crop  was  the  smalleet,  except  in  the  year 
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Leewa«d   1898  (when  there  was  a  very  eevere  drought)  and  in  St.  Kitts- 
IsLAMOS,     NeviB  the  emallest  durii^  the  laet  decade. 

Mr.  W,  M.  Mackison,  C.E.,  arrived  in  Antigua  early  in  the 
year  to  carry  to  completion  the  scheme  for  tiie  supply  of  water 
to  the  country  districts  in  connection  with  the  "WallingB  reservoir. 
The  reservoir,  with  a  capacity  of  11,000,000  gallons  approxi- 
mately, has  heen  finished,  and  the  laying  of  the  pipes  throughwit 
the  island  will  he  commenced  next  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
important  work  will  be  completed  early  in  1902. 

The  Presidency  of  St.  Christopher-Nevis  was  able  to  avoid 
any  retrograde  movement  during  the  year.  The  hurricane  of 
August,  1899,  had  so  seriously  damaged  the  young  eanea  that 
the  crop  of  1900  amounted  to  only  7,451  tons,  against  a.n  average 
of  12,000.  Xeveiiheless,  che  revenue  was  well  maintained,  and, 
owing  to  various  economies  in  expenditure,  the  deficit  was  the 
smallest  for  many  years.  The  ravages  of  the  hurricane  were 
repaired  by  grants  from  the  Mansion  House  Fund,  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  and  private  donors,  and  included  the  rebuilding  of 
five  large  schools,  loans  to  five  estates  in  Nevis  to  repair  their 
works,  patching  or  rebuilding  of  between  2,000  and  3.000 
labourers'  huts,  and  the  renovation  of  piers,  jetties,  and  other 
public  buildings. 

A  great  deal  of  useful  legislative  work  was  done  during  the 
year,  and  included  the  consolidation  of  the  laws  relating  to 
various  subjects,  such  as  Tra<le  and  Revenue,  Land  and  House 
Tax,  Liquor  Licenses,  4c.  An  Ordinance  was  also  passed  to 
confer  municipal  government  on  the  town  of  BasseteiTe  (num- 
bered 1  of  1901),  but  difficulties  have  arisen  in  connection  there- 
with, which,  it  is  hoped,  will  shortly  be  removed,  and  an  efficient 
Town  Board  formed.  The  issue  of  Bills  of  Health  was  also 
placed  <m  a  proper  f ootii^. 

Additional  revenue  was  raised  to  provide  for  a  permanent 
supply  of  Ice,  and  a  Grammar  School,  both  of  which  have  since 
been  provided. 

The  year  1900  was  one  of  steady  progress  and  increased  pro- 
sperity for  Dominica.  The  value  of  the  exports  exceeded  by 
£2,660  those  of  the  pi-eceding  year,  and  reached  the  highest 
figure  attained  during  the  past  twenty  years.  The  imports  were 
worth  nearly  £10,000  more  than  in  1899,  and  they  exceeded 
those  of  any  year  recorded.  It  is  particularly  satisfactory  to 
note  that  these  results  were  not  due  to  any  fortuitous  or  abnormal 
inflation  in  the  market  prices  of  the  staple  products,  but  may 
justly  be  ascribed  to  a  steady  growth  in  the  various  industries 
and  to  the  gradual  development  of  the  island's  resources.  The 
exports  of  cocoa,  in  particular,  were  double  those  of  ten  yeai-s  ago, 
while  the  out-put  of  limes  and  their  products  has  increased 
three-fold  during  the  same  period.      Dominica  has,  for  many 
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years,  beea  -flie  world's  chief  produoer  of  lime  juice,  aad  the  area    **"**■* 
under  cnltiTation  of  HmeB  is  being  larjrely  extended.     Sugar  has  "^ 

fallen  to  the  rank  of  a  very  minor  product,  while  the  mwiu-        ; 

facture  of  nun  ia  now  not  even  sufficient  for  local  requirementa. 
The  export  of  fruit  is  asauminp  considerable  proportionB,  and 
die  cultiTation  of  oiangea,  pineapples,  and  bananas  ia  attracting 
the  attention  of  amall  capitalists. 

The  revenue  for  1900  was  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  Do- 
minica. Irrespective  of  the  Imperial  Grant  for  botanic  aervicea, 
it  amounted  to  £28,113,  being  £2,761  in  excess  of  the  estimate. 
The  expenditure  having  been  restricted  to  a  total  considerably 
below  the  revenue,  Dominica  received  no  portion  of  the  Im- 
perial Grant  in  aid  of  deficits,  and  the  accounts  of  the  year 
closed  with  a  surplus  exceeding  £5,000.  During  the  past  seven 
years  the  public  debt  of  the  Pteaidency  has  been  reduced  from 
£70,900  to  £68.800. 

A  number  of  works  of  public  utility  were  carried  out  in  Do- 
minica during  1900.  The  Roseau  Hospital  waa  provided  with 
a  proper  drainage  "syatem,  and  its  exterior  was  painted.  The 
police  barracks  were  re-roofed,  and  the  men's  quarters  somewhat 
improved.  The  roof  of  Government  House  and  out-buildings 
were  partly  re-shingled.  The  jetty  at  Portsmouth  was  re-con- 
structed. A  new  achool-houae  was  erected  at  Dublanc.  A 
aection  of  sea  wall  was  built  at  Point  Michael.  Four  miles  of 
rood  leading  to  Roaeau  were  thoroughly  re-constructed,  and  ren- 
dered fit  for  wheeled  traffic.  About  four  miles  of  road  were 
also  constructed  in  the  interior,  at  the  cost  of  the  Imperial  Grant 
for  opening  up  the  Crown  lands. 

During  the  year  1900  there  was  a  marked  influx  of  English- 
men possessed  of  moderate  capital,  many  of  whom  either  pur- 
chased eatatea  already  in  cultivation  or  selected  blocks  of  Crown 
Lands  that  are  being  rendered  accessible  by  the  new  Imperial 
Road.  Over  2,000  acres  of  the  new  lands  in  the  interior  were 
sold  during  the  year,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  great 
future  lies  in  the  possibilities  of  the  vast  areas  of  virgin  soil 
known  as  the  Layou  Flats. 

In  Hontserrat  the  early  part  of  the  year  saw  the  restoration 
of  the  estate  worka,  churches,  and  public  buildings  destroyed 
by  the  hurricane  of  the  7th  August,  1899 ;  22  estate  works  wer^' 
rebuilt  by  loans  advanced  by  the  Imperial  Government,  and 
ten  schools,  two  police  stations,  the  gaol,  the  public  market,  and 
the  poor  house  were  restored  "by  Imperial  Ghnnta. 

The  cultivation  of  the  lime  estates  destroyed  waa  also  re- 
commenced. 

Up  to  the  middle  of  the  year  the  weather  was  fairly  aeaaon- 
able,  but,  after  -Tu^,  the  island  experienced  the  aeverest  period 
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LEewARD  of  droogrtit  on  record.    For  ionr  days  in  October  shooka  of  eartht 
iBLAKDfl,     quakes  were  felt,  the  series  culmiaatiiig  in  one  whicli  da^naged 
1900.       seyeral  houses  and  public  baildings. 

The  Imperial  Department  of  Agriculture  ealablished  a  station 
of  six  acres  and  two  district  plots  at  Harris  Village  and  Olvestoo, 
from  which  many  thousands  of  plants  were  distributed  amongi 
the  sufferers  by  the  hurricane. 

The  want  of  steam  communication  with  the  Virgin  Islands 
is  much  felt,  and  it  is  difiScolt  to  see  how  any  well  organized 
scheme  for  the  development  of  these  islands  can  be  carried 
out  in  its  absence. 

Edward  B.  Jabtis, 

For  Ct^onial  Secretary, 
Leeward  Islands. 

Colonial  Secretary's  0£Bce, 
Leeward  Islands, 

26th  August,  1901. 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
Colonial  PosBessions  have  been  issned,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  soorces  indicated  on  the  title  page : — 
ANNUAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Year. 

349 

British  Ouiftna  ... 

1900-1901 

3S0 

St.  Vincent 

1900 

361 

Jnnuuca 

1900-1901 

352 

CocOB  I&laiidB     ... 

1901 

863 

Sonthern  Nigeria 

1900 

354 

Bennnda 

igyi 

355 

Gambia 

356 

Falkland  Inlands 

367 

Northern  Territories  of  the  Gold  Coast      

358 

Malta       

359 

Gibraltar 

360 

361 

Sierra  Leone 

362 

British  Honduras 

363 

Turks  and  CaicDB  Islands         

364 

SeycheUea 
BaliBnias 

365 

1901-1902 

366 

Fiji         

1901 

367 

Ceylon     

368 

Barbados 

369 

Hong  Kong        ... 

II 

370 

CocoH  Islands     ... 

371 

St.  Helena 

372 

British  Solomon  Islands         

1901-1902 

373 

Jamaica 



MISCELLANEOOS; 


No. 

Colony. 

Subject 

1 

Gold  Coast        

Economic  Agrionltnre. 

2 

Zulnland 

Forests 

3 

Sierra  Leone     

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada    

Emigration. 
Sisaflndnstry. 

6 

Bahamas 

6 

as„.:::    :;;    ::; 

Bubonic  Plague. 

7 

Mineral  Besoarcea. 

8 

Western  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Aaricttltnre. 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

Condition  during  1897. 

Agricnltora  in  Carriacon. 

11 

Grenada 

12 

Angnilla 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

13 

Cook  Islands     

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas 

Fibre  Industry. 

16 

Canada    

Legal  Status  of  British  North 
Anjerican  I'ndianft. 

16 

Miscellaneous  Colonies 

Medical  Baports. 

17 

Qdbeit  and  Ellice  Islands      ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

13 

Hong  Kong      

Operations    in    New    Territory 

during  1900. 
Medical  Reports. 

19 

Miscellaneous  Colonies 

20 

Wei  Hai  Wei     

General  Beport. 
Report  on  Caribs. 

21 

Dominica           
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No.  374. 

LEEWARD  ISLANDS. 

(Foe  Beport  for  IBOO-lMl.n*  No,  337.) 


Acting  Governor  SrE  Geo.  Melville  to 
Mr.  Chamberlais. 

GovernmeDr  House, 
Antigua, 

2dth  September,  1902. 
Sir, 

I  bare  tbe  hooour  to  transmit  tbe  Blue  Book  of  the 
Colony  of  tbe  Leeward  IslaDils  for  the  year  1901-02,  together 
with  the  usual  report  thereon  and  with  a  covering  letter  from  the 
Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

I  have,  &c., 

Geo.  Melville, 

Acting  Governor. 


Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 
Antigua, 

29tb  September,  1902. 
Sir, 

1  bavti  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Blue  Book  of 
this  Colony  embracing  the  periods  from  1st  January  to 
31st  March,  1901,  and  &om  let  April,  1901  to  31st  March,  1902, 
K^ther  with  a  Beport  thereon  which  has  been  prepared  by 
Mr.  Edward  B.  JarviH,  Chief  Clerk  of  this  Oflfice,  for  trans- 
mission to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies. 

I  have,  &c., 

E.  Alexander  Foster, 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
His  Excellency 

Sir  George  Melville,  K.C.M.G., 

Acting  Governor-in-Chief, 
Leeward  Islands. 


12907'~76— 12/1903    Wt  28916    DtS 
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BEPOBT  ON  THE  BLTTE  BOOK  OF  THE  COLONT  OP 

THE    LEEWARD    ISLANDS    FOR    THE    YEAR 
1901-2. 


I.— PINANCIAL. 

The  fiDftDcial  year,  which  has  hitherto  coincided  with  the 
calendar  year,  now  iudb  from  the  Ist  of  April  to  the  3lBt  of 
March.  The  financial  returns  are  accordingly  now  made  up 
for  this  period,  but  in  all  other  returns  the  calendar  year  is 
retained. 

(a.)  GlEinmAL  RsTSinrB  akd  Expensituxe. 
Revenue. 

The  revenue  of  the  Colony  for  the  intermediate  period 
January  to  March,  1901,  araountei  to  £29,328  (exclusive  of 
Imperial  Grants  in  aid  amouDtin;T  to  £4,351)  phowin^  »  net 
increase  of  £1,223  over  the  amount  of  £28,105  realised  during 
the  corresponding  period  in  the  year  1900. 

The  expenditure  amounted  to  £35,817  as  against  £33,522 
during  the  corresponding  period  in  1900,  representing  an  increase 
of  £2,296. 

The  aggregate  revenue  of  the  various  Presidencies  comprising 
the  Colony  of  the  Leeward  Islands  during  the  financial  year 
1901-2  (exclusive  of  grants  in  aid  from  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment amounting  to  £15,651)  was  £123,450,  snowing  a  net 
increase  of  £4,000  over  that  of  the  year  1900. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  revenue  colFected  in 
each  Presidency  during  the  last  five  years  as  also  the  increase 
or  decrease  in  1901-2  as  compared  with  1900. 


is 

ii 

Prtnideocy. 

1397. 

1898. 

1890. 

1900. 

1901-2. 

ii 

|l 

£ 

£ 

i. 

£              £            £     1      £ 

AntiKoa 

46,330 

39,663 

42,822 

42,052      42,067  ■    — 

5H5 

45,247 

40,430 

42.809 

39,904      43,793  : 3,889 

Dominica     ... 

M'jntBflrrat  ... 

7,906 

6,19Q 

6,790 

6,664        6,196       — 

468 

Vii^n  IfllandB 

1,675 

1,715 

■.i,984 

y,II7        1,796  I    — 

321 

Total    ... 

124,766 

112,577 

121,561 

119,450    123,450    5,374  '  1,374 

of  revenne  in  1901-2,  u  comparod  with  1909  ,£4,000. 
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Turning  to  the  details  o£  revenue  uoder  differ ent  heada, 
under  the  head  of  "  Customa "  St.  Kitts-Nevis  is  the  only 
PreBidency  which  shows  an  increase.  This'  amounts  to  £1,995, 
but  Antigua,  Domiaica,  Montserrat,  and  the  Virgin  Islands 
exhibit  decreases  of  £1,418,  £7,  £598,  and  £90  respectiyely. 

Under  the  head  "  Port  and  Harbour  Dues  "  St.  Kitts-Nevis, 
Montserrat,  and  the  Virgin  Islands  show  increases  of  £635, 
£39,  and  £5  respectively,  while  Antigua  shows  a  decrease  of 
£12,  and  Dominica  of  £62. 

Under  the  head  *'  Excise  "  increases  appear  in  Antigua  of 
£1,507,  St.  Kitts-Nevis  of  £66,  and  Dominica  £956. 

Under  the  head  "  Taxes "  there  are  increases  of  £374  in 
St.  Kitts-Nevis,  £372  in  Dominica,  and  £93'  m  Montserrat, 
and  decreases  of  £448  in  Antigua,  and  £27  in  the  Virgin 
Islands. 

Under  the  head  "  Licenses "  Dominica  and  the  Virgin 
Islands  exhibit  increases  of  £280  and  £45  respectively,  while 
St,  Kitts-Nevis  and  Montserrat  exhibit  decreases  of  £256  and 
£12  respectively;  the  revenue  derived  from  this  source  in 
Antigua  being  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Under  the  head  "  Bates  "  there  is  a  total  decrease  of  £266 
for  the  Colony  and  a  decrease  of  £176  under  head  "Miscel- 
laneous." 

Egpenditare. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  1901-2  is  returned  at 
£132,897  as  against  £131,973  for  the  year  1900,  showing  an 
increase  of  £924. 

The  following  table  shows  the  expenditure  of  each  Presidency 
for  each  of  the  last  five  years  as  also  the  increase  or  decrease 
in  1901-2  as  compared  with  1900  :— 


1897. 

1898,        1899. 

1900. 

1901-2. 

li 
is 

u 

Antigua 
St.Kiti.-Neviii 

HontMirat  ... 
Virgin  iHlands 

63,417 
51,775 
24,062 
9,896 
1,777 

£ 
55,586 
44,669 
24,648 

I1,S36 
1,783 

£ 

G1,!I69 
47,415 
25,083 
ir.,608 
2,220 

£ 
49,435 

43.964 
26,780 
9,597 
2,197 

£ 
48,514 

44,136 
28,012 
10,312 
1,924 

£ 

171 
'715 

£ 
921 

273 

Total    ... 

140,926 

188,612 

143,286  1 131,973 

132,897 

2,118 

1,194 

Net  inoreaae  of  expenditura  in  1901-2,  as  oompared  with  1900,  £924. 
12907  A  8 
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A  comparison  of  the  items  oi  expenditure  in  tlie  Presidencies 
taken  collectively  during  the  year  1901-2  with  thoee  of  1900, 
shows  that  increases  or  decreases  occui  imder  the  following 
heads. 

"Pensions."  The  decrease  of  £679  is  dne  to  the  deaths  of 
pensioners  paid  from  Presidential  funds. 

"  Island  Secretary "  shows  an  inccease  of  £252  due  to  the 
amiual  incremental  allowances  to  the  administrators  of  St.  Kitts- 
Nevis  and  Dominica. 

"Federal  Contribution,"  The  increase  of  £371  is  accounted 
for  by  the  increased  Federal  pensions  and  the  transfer  of  the 
expenses  of  the  laboratory  in  Antigua  to  '■  Federal  Expenditure." 

The  decrease  of  £118  under  "Magistrates"  ia  owing  to  the 
abohtion  of  one  of  the  district  magistracies  in  Dominica. 

A  large  decrease  will  be  observed  under  "  Police  "  amounting 
to  £714.  This  is  due  to  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  police 
stationed  in  Montserrat  to  20  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men,  and  to  various  economies  which  have  been  effected  in  the 
department. 

Under  "Prisons"  owing  to  the  largely  reduced  number  of 
prisoners  a  saving  has  taken  place  of  £201.  The  number  of 
persons  committed  to  the  central  prison  during  the  year  was 
459  as  against  857  during  1900,  and  is  the  lowest  number  of 
committaSf  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Under  "Medical"  there  is  an  apparent  decrease  of  £222 
owing  to  the  salaries  of  several  of  the  medical  officers  who  were 
on  leave  not  having  been  drawn  within  the  finsEhcial  year. 

Under  "Education"  a  decrease  of  £461  has  taken  place 
conaequent  on  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  boys  sent  to  the 
Skerrett's  Training  School  and  the  closing  of  the  technical 
school  in  Antigua. 

A  large  increase  of  £l,457  is  observed  under  "  Board  of 
Health."  An  additional  grant  of  £770  was  made  to  the 
Basseterre  Town  Improvement  Commissioners  and  £350  was 
spent  in  St.  Kitts-Xevis  in  repairing  damage  to  roads  caused 
by  the  heavy  rains.  The  Antigua  WaterwoAs  were  transferred 
to  the  St.  John's  City  Board  and  some  expenditure  incurred  in 
cleaning  ponds  used  for  drinking  purposes  in  the  country 
districts. 

The  decrease  under  "  Military "  of  £514  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  capitation  grants  to  the  members  o£  the  Defence 
Forces  were  not  earned. 

The  decrease  of  £896  under  "  Public  Works  Department "  is 
explained  by  the  transfer  to  Head  16,  "  Board  of  Health,"  of 
the   expenditure   of   the    Basseterre  Water    Works,  and   by  a 
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similftr  transfer  as  regsrds  tiie  Aatigua  Water  Works  to  the 
St.  John's  City  Board. 

iDcreased  expenditure  on  roade  in  Antigua  and  St.  Kitta- 
Nevie  consequent  on  the  heavy  rains,  and  in  Dominica  on  roads 
and  bridges,  and  the  fact  that  the  transfer  of  the  Water  Works 
in  Dominica  to  the  Roseau  Town  Board  was  not  effected  during 
the  year  explain  the  increase  of  £734  under  "  Public  Worto 
Becurrent." 

Briefly  reviewed,  expenditure  in  Antigua,  including  Barbuda, 
shows  a  decrease  in  1901-1902  of  £921,  in  St.  Kitta-Nevis  an 
increase  of  £171,  in  Dominica  an  increase  of  £l,'332,  in  Mont- 
serrat  an  increase  of  £716,  and  in  the  Virgin  Islands  a  decrease 
of  £273  as  compared  with  that  of  1900. 

^.)  Chahobs  m  Taxation. 
There  were  no  changes  in  taxation  during  the  year,  except  in 
the  Presidency  of  St.  Kitts-Nevis. 

By  the  Liquor  License  Consolidation  Ordinance  No.  8  of 
1901,  licenses  in  Charlestown,  Nevis,  were  increased  from  £l'^ 
to  £13  I5s.  per  quarter,  and  licensee  in  Anguilla  were  decreased 
from  £2  lOs.  to  £1  per  quarter.  A  new  license  to  the  proprietor 
of  an  hotel  to  sell  all  liquor,  except  rum,  by  retail  to  be  consimied 
on  the  premises  at  £10  per  annum  was  imposed.  An  additional 
House  Tax  at  the  rate  of  6-10th8  of  1  per  cent,  per  annum 
on  the  capital  value  of  all  properties  in  the  Town  of  Basseterre 
was  imposed  in  October,  1901,  for  the  payment  of  interest  and 
sinking  fund  on  the  balance  of  the  Basseterre  Improvement 
Loan.     The  annual  revenue  from  this  tax  is  estimated  at  £400, 
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£    1.    d. 

7    1    3 
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4    8    1 

16  17    4 

6  10  10 

1,011  13    9 

279    7    0 

3  13    4 

66    0    4 

484    2    1 

19 

1 

Dominica           

General  Oovemment 

Imperial  Harricane  Belief  Grant  Advance  Aoconnt 

United  Kingdom  Poet  Ofaoe  Account         

Antigna 

Si.  Kjtta-Nevis 

Botanical  Department  Advance  Aoconnt    

Colony  of  British  Gniana       

Bnndty  Mon^  Order  Acoonnts         

Bieeaa  of  Liabilities      

Total 
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2,096  16    7 
3  17    9 
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3    3U 
9  13    6 
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(d.)  VxnoJC  Debt. 

The  Fablic  Debt  of  the  CoIodj  eecured  on  the  general 
revenueB  of  the  FreeidencieB,  which,  on  the  Slst  Decemher  1900, 
Btood  at  £293,321  was  at  the  close  of  1901  reduced  to  £286,321, 
£100  having  been  paid  on  account  of  the  Antigua  Savings'  Bank 
Loan  of  1861,  £1,700  on  account  of  the  Basseterre  Improrement 
Loan,  1891,  £200  on  account  of  the  Montserrat  Water  Works 
Loan  of  1879,  and  £5,000  on  account  of  the  Dominica  Water 
Works  Loan  of  1875  and  1877. 

There  is  no  public  debt  in  the  Virgin  Islands, 

The  following  table  shows  the  individual  liabilities  of  the 
Presidencies  of  Antigua,  St.  Kitts-Nevis,  Dominica  and 
Montserrat,  with  a  column  showing  the  amounts  to  the  credit  of 
the  various  Sinking  Fund  Accounts  on  the  3Ist  December,  1901. 


Antiffoa    ... 
St.  Kitt8-NeviB   . 
Dominica ... 
Monteeirot 


To  Credit 

of  Sinking 

Fund. 


(«.)  OnSBBHCZ. 

There  is  nothing  to  be  remarked  under  this  head.  The  Bank 
rates  of  Exchange  remain  unaltered. 

(f.)    CmFABATITB  STAIElCElfT   07   'ReVESUX,  AND   ExPENDITUSB 
07  MuKIEIPALrnES. 

The  Revenue  of  the  St.  John's  City  Board,  established  under 
Antigua  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1898,  amounted  to  £2,915  during 
the  year  1901,  as  against  £2,745  for  the  previous  year,  and  the 
Expenditure  was  £3,127  as  i^ainst  £2,741. 

The  St.  John's  City  Board,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
Ordinance  Ko.  15  of  1900,  took  over  the  control  of  the  Water 
Works  and  Fire  Brigade  on  the  1st  July,  1901.  The  Interest 
and  Sinking  Fund  on  the  Water  Works  Loan  amount  to  £848 
per  annum,  £700  of  which  is  paid  from  General  Revenue  and 
the  balance  from  the  City  Fund.  The  Board  receives  an  annual 
Grant  in  aid  from  General  Kevenue  of  £1,400. 

The  Board  has  not  been  able  to  carry  out  extensive  sanitary 
work  through  want  of  funds,  but  a  marked  improvement  has  been 
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made  in  Beveral  o£  the  departmeats  under  its  control.  Much 
however,  remains  to  be  done  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  City  o£  St.  John. 

(9.)  Debts  of  MciNiciPALiTiEa. 

The  Roseau  Town  Board  o£  Dominica  was  established  under 
Act  No,  3  of  1896,  and  its  revenue  and  expenditure  have  been  as 
follows : — 


T«ar. 

Be  venae. 

Expenditars. 

£ 

£ 

1896 

754 

714 

1897 

929 

926 

1898 

978 

964 

1899 

920 

890 

1900 

1,084 

I,03S 

1901 

1,097 

1,029 

An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  Government  of  the  toWn  of 
Basseterre  (St,  Kitts)  came  into  force  in  January  1901,  but  as 
no  candidates  came  forward  for  election  as  members,  a  Town 
Board  was  not  formed,  and  the  affairs  of  the  Town  are  still 
administered  by  the  Town  Improvement  Commissioners  under 
the  Ordinance  of  1891. 


II,— TBADE,   AGEICULTUBE,    AND    INDUSTRIES. 

(a.)  Imports  avd  Exports. 

Jmportt. 

The  total  value  of  the  Imports  of  the  Colony  of  the  Leeward 
Islands  for  the  year  1901,  exclusive  of  internal  trade  between  the 
presidencies,  amounted  to  £3S8,230,  as  against  £346,395  in 
1900,  being  an  increase  of  £11,835. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  value  of  imports  for  each 
of  the  past  five  years,  distinguishing  the  countries  from  which  the 
imports  came,  together  mm  columns  showing  the  increase  or 
decrease  in  1901  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
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From  the  preceding  table  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  wa^  an 
increase  in  the  export  of  sugar  amoimting  to  6,606  tons  valned  at 
£41,032.  From  the  PreBidency  of  Dominica  only  152  tons  of 
sugar  were  exported,  showing  clearly  that  the  sugar  induBtry  in 
that  Island  has  been  almost  entirely  superseded  oy  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cocoa  and  limes. 

There  was  an  increase  of  913  puncheons  o£  molasses  but  a 
decrease  of  £7,045  in  value.  The  price  of  this  article  fluctuates 
considerably,  for,  as  pointed  out  in  last  year's  Report,  there  was 
in  1900  a  decrease  of  1,150  jpuncheons  of  molasses  with  ao 
increase  of  value  amounting  to  £2,701. 

The  export  of  mm  from  St.  Kitts-Nevis  showed  an  increase 
over  1900  of  £37,895  gallons  in  quantity  and  £!,314  in  value. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  1,923  lbs.  in  the  output  of  coffee  in 
Dominica  as  also  a  decrease  of  59,221  Ilis.  in  cocoa.  Dominica 
exported  lime  juice  to  the  value  of  £32,313  as  against  £31,603 
in  1900,  while  Montserrat's  export  of  this  article  amounted  to 
£1,110  as  against  £368  in  1900,  showing  that  the  lime  culture  in 
that  Presidency  has  already  commenced  to  exhibit  i-apid  signs  of 
recovery  from  the  disastrous  effects  of  the  hunicane  of  1899. 

The  following  table  shows  the  export  of  sugar  from  each 
I'lesidency  during  the  decennial  period  1892-1901  : — 
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Dominica  has  for  manj'  years  been  the  world's  chief  producer 
of  lime  Juice  and  its  bye  producta.  The  lime  juice  industry  of 
MoDtaerrat,  which  was  ahnost  entirely  destroyed  by  the  hurricane 
of  1899,  is  being  rapidW  re-establiBhed.  Bay  oil  is  manufactured 
in  both  Dominica  and  Monteerrat. 

There  are  no  organized  fisheries. 

An  effort  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  Dutch,  Danish,  and 
French  Goremments  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a 
uniform  close  season  for  the  turtle  fishery  in  the  West  Indies 
has  hitherto  proved  unsuccessful. 

(«.)  AOBIOULTURAI.  IumtTSTBIES  AND  BoTAinO  StATIOITS. 

The  estimated  acreage  of  cultirsted  land  in  Antigua  is  16,481 
acres  out  of  52,794  acres,  in  St.  Kitts-Nevis  (exclusive  of 
Anguilla)  18,268  o-jt  of  75,520  acres.  In  Dominica  there  are 
about  177,549  acres  of  uncultivated  land,  of  which  about  80,000 
are  Crown  lands  suitable  for  cultivation. 

Sugar  constitutes  the  chief  agricultural  industry  of  Antigua, 
St.  Kitta-Nevia  and  Montserrat ;  the  production  of  lime  juice, 
essential  oil  of  limes,  and  cocoa  are  the  main  iodustriee  of 
Dominica,  while  considerable  quantities  of  lime  juice  are  exported 
from  Montserrat. 

In  Antigua  there  are  established  ten,  and  in  St.  Kitts  nine 
local  sugar  experiment  stations,  where  experiments  are  being 
carried  on  in  order  to  select  and  introduce  into  local  cultivation 
the  most  productive  varieties  of  sugar  cane,  and  also  by  experi- 
ment to  ascertain  the  manurial  requirements  of  the  sugar  cane 
under  the  special  conditions  prevailing  in  various  localities.  The 
work  at  these  stations  is  carried  on  jointly  by  oflBcers  working  in 
connection  with  the  Imperial  Department  o£  Agriculture  and  by 
the  planters.  Keports  of  the  work  done  are  published  annually 
and  nave  had  an  important  bearing  on  the  work  of  the  sugar 
plantations. 

In  Antigua  there  has  been  established  in  connection  with  the 
botnnic  station  a  small  station  for  the  experimental  cultivation  of 
various  economic  plants  other  than  sugar  cane ;  here  experiments 
have  been  conducted  with  yams,  sweet  potatoes,  eddoes,  guinea 
com,  com  (maize),  beans,  cotton  and  a  variety  of  other  products 
of  interest.     Beports  are  issued  annually. 

Similar  work  has  also  been  done  in  connection  with  the  experi- 
ment station  in  Montserrat. 

Botanic  stations,  or  their  equivalents,  are  established  in  every 
Presidency,  and  herein  are  conducted  experiments  with,  and 
experimental  cultivations  of,  various  plants  adapted  to  local 
conditions,  either  with  the  object  of  improving  the  cultivation  of 
established  kinds,  or  of  introducing  improved  varieties,  or  of 
introducing  entirely  new  plants  with  the  hope  of  establishing  new 
industries.     These  stations  serve  as  centres  from  which  economic 
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platita  ftre  distributed  to  local  cultivatora  who  readily  avail 
themeelTes  of  the  facilities  thus  offered. 

The  botanic  statioo  in  Dominica  has  been  particularly  success- 
ful in  ita  work  in  connection  with  cacao  and  lunes.  The  Antigua 
and  St.  Kitts  statione  have  ^ren  much  attentioa  to  sugar  cane, 
while  directing  attention  to  other  local  industries  of  arrowing 
importance.  That  of  Montserrat  has  been  largely  directed  to 
food  cropa  and  the  subject  of  minor  industries. 

The  pineapple  industry  of  Antigua  has  been  making  steady 
progress  of  recent  years ;  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  to  introduce  new  and  improved  kindi^,  with 
some  degree  of  success.  As  the  result  of  these  experiments  it 
is  expected  tha'u  new  avenues  of  trade  wiU  be  opened  np.'  The 
diseases  aflecting  pineapples  have  been  studied  and  reported  upon 
hv  the  entomologist  and  by  the  mycologist  of  tlie  Imperial 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

Tobacco  is  cultivated  on  9  small  scale  in  Antigua  and  id 
St.  Kitts.  A  small  iocal  industry  appears  now  to  be  ei^tablished 
in  the  former  Island  where  the  soil  is  suitable  for  raising  the 
somewhat  heavy  tobacco  required  for  local  consumption.  There 
is  good  ground  to  hope  that  a  cigar-tobaQco  industry  may  be 
established  in  St.  Kitts  in  course  of  time  ;  the  soil  of  that  Island 
appears  to  be  eminently  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  cigar- 
tobacco. 

Cacao  is  being  planted  on  a  small,  but  systematic  scale  in 
Nevis,  where  there  exist  a  few  well-sheltered  fertile  valleys, 
which  promise  to  make  good  cacao  estates ;  it  is  too  early  to 
speak  yet  with  certainty  of  the  success  of  this  venture,  but  the 
prospects  so  far  are  favourable. 

A  fairly  successful  onion  industry  is  now  established  in  Antigua, 
and  a  small  export  trade  is  growing.  Attempts  are  being  made 
to  introduce  a  similar  industry  into  Montserrat  and  Dominica. 

In  several  of  the  Presidencies  there  have  been  enquiries  as  to 
the  possibility  of  establishing  a  cotton  industry  to  replace  sugar 
in  the  poorer  districts.  Experiments  arc  in  progress  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  by  private  persons  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  whether  cotton  wiU  prove  remunerative,  and  what 
varietiee  will  be  most  profitable ;  and  on  some  estates  in 
St.  Kitts  important  steps  have  been  taken  with  a  view  to  the 
substitution  of  cotton  for  sugar.  A  small  cotton  gin  for  experi- 
mental purposes  has  been  procured  for  Antigua,  and  it  is  in 
contemplation  to  procure  gins  for  some  of  the  other  Presidencies. 

With  the  aid  of  the  Department  efforts  are  being  made  to 
introduce  the  teaching  of  the  priuciples  of  agriculture  into  the 
elementary  schools.  Courses  of  lectures  on  the  principles  of 
agriculture  are  being  given  to  teachers  by  the  Federal  Analytical 
Chemist,  assisted  by  the  curators  of  the  botanic  stations.  A  text- 
book for  the  use  of  teachers  in  elementary  schools  ('  Nature 
Teaching  based   on  the  principles   of  Agriculture '   by  Francis 
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Watts)  hea  been  prepared  and  widely  circulated.  Teaching  on 
these  lines  has  been  begun  in  varioue  schools  in  the  Colony,  and 
is  expected  soon  to  become  geneial. 

Instruction  in  the  principles  of  agriculture  is  now  given  in  the 

frammar  school  in  St.  Kitts  at  tiie  instance  of  the  Imperial 
>epartment  of  Agriculture,  which  pi-ovides  the  services  of  a 
science  master  and  awards  scholar  ships.  Arrangements  are 
completed  for  affording  similar  facilities  in  Antigua. 

Ad  Agricultural  school  has  been  established  by  the  Imperial 
Department  of  Agriculture  in  Dominica,  where  20  resident  boys 
receive  the  rudiments  of  elementary  education,  and  are  trained 
in  the  manual  work  appertaining  to  the  agricultural  industries 
applicable  to  Dominica.  This  school  is  working  well,  and 
appears  to  supply  a  decided  want  in  the  economy  of  the 
Presidency. 

Valuable  animals  for  the  improvement  of  the  breeds  of  horses, 
cattle,  asses,  mules,  sheep,  goats  and  pigs,  have  been  imported 
into  the  various  Presidencies  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
whereby  much  needed  and  highly  appreciated  improvements  are 
being  dSected. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work  of  the 
Imperial  Department  of  Agriculture  which  is  exerting  an 
appreciable  influence  on  the  agricultural  methods  of  the  Colony, 
and  inducing  various  agricultural  developments. 

The  West  India  Bulletin  or  journal  of  the  Imperial  Departs 
meat  of  Agriculture,  published  monthly,  and  the  "  Agricultural 
News,"  pubhshed  fortnightly,  afibrd  much  information  concerning 
the  work  of  the  Department  in  the  Leeward  Islands  Eind  else- 
where ;  while  the  numerous  reports  and  pamphlets  issued  are  read 
with  interest  by  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  industries  touched 
upon.  The  establishment  in  each  Presidency  of  a  centre  where 
information  can  be  obtained  on  agricultural  and  kindred  subjects, 
ia  productive  of  much  good  and  tends  to  foster  improvements. 

(d.)  Land  Gsants  and  O&nekal  Yaltte  of  Lands. 
No  land  grants  have  been  made  in  recent  years,  and  Uie 
general  value  of  land  varies  so  greatly  in  the  different  Presi- 
dencies, and  according  to  its  suitability  for  sugar  or  other 
cultivation,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  reliable  statistics 
as  to  value.  In  Antigua  and  St.  Kitts  the  value  of  good  cane 
land  may  he  taken  at  the  present  moment  to  range  between  £4 
and  £8  per  acre.  Crown  lands  can  be  purchased  in  Dominica  at 
a  cost  of  lOs.  per  acre,  and  survey  fees  of  about  Sa,  per  acre. 

(fi.)  Shiffino. 
The  following  table  shows  the  total  tonnt^  of  both  steam  and 
sailing  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the  various  ports  of  the 
Colony  during  the  year  1901,  distinguishing  between  British  and 
forei^  vessels. 
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Comparuig  the  above  figures  with  those  £or  1900  there 
IB  as  increaa^  of  146,635  tons  id  ateam  vesBels  and  a  decrease 
of  4,064  toDB  ID  saiiiDg  vessels  during  the  year. 

Taking  the  individual  figures  for  each  Fresidency  and  com- 
paring them  with  those  for  1900  there  is  in  Aotigua  aD  increase 
of  41,342  tons  in  steam  vessels  and  a  decrease  of  445  in  sailing 

vessels. 

In  St,  Kitts-Nevis  (including  Apguilla)  there  is  an  increase 
of  26,112  tons  in  steam  vessels  and  a  decrease  of  1,110  tons 
in  saUiDg  vessels. 

In  DomiDica  aD  iDcrease  appears  of  11,887  tons  in  steam  vessels 
and  a  decrease  o£  l,i97  tODS  iD  sailing  vessels. 

In  Montserrat  there  is  an  increase  of  67j294  tons  Id 
steam  vessels  and  a  decrease  of  722  tons  in  sailing 
vessels. 

Id  the  Virgin  Islands  there  is  a  decrease  of  190  tons  in 
sailing  vessels. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  tonnage  of  vessels 
entered  and  cleared  in  each  Presidency  during  each  of  the  last 
five  years,  including  both  steam  and  sailing  vessels,  with 
colmnns  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  in  1901  as  compared 
with  1900  :— 
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m.— LEGISLATION. 

The  Croneral  Legislative  Council  of  the  Leeward  Islands  was 
)D  eessioD  from  the  14th  to  the  18th  March,  inclusive,  darmg 
which  time  14  Acts  were  passed,  the  most  important  of  which 
were : — 

Act  No.  1  of  1901  entitled  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Title  by 
Registration  Acts "  whereby  the  Land  Tax  is  made  a  first 
charge  on  all  lands  held  under  or  to  be  brought  under  the  Title 
by  Registration  Acts. 

Act  No.  2  of  1901  shortly  entitled  "  The  Criminal  Evidence 
Act,  1901."  This  Act  assimilates  the  law  as  regards  evidence 
in  criminal  cases  to  that  now  in  force  in  England,  namely,  the 
Criminal  Evidence  Act  of  1898,  and  enables  every  person 
charged  with  an  o£fence,  and  the  wijfe  or  hueband  of  the  person 
charged,  to  be  a  competent  witness  for  the  defence. 

Act  No.  14  of  1901,  shortly  entitled  "The  Statute  Law 
Revision  Act,  1901."  This  Act  contains  lengthy  schedules 
showing  (A)  Acts  repealed  by  the  present  Act,  (B)  Acts  hereto- 
fore specifically  and  wholly  repealed,  or  disallowed,  or  not 
assented  to,  and  (C)  Acts  in  force  as  on  the  Slst  December  1900.' 

One  Act  was  disallowed,  and  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
Synod  of  the  Diocese  of  Antigua  and  to  provide  for  the 
administration  of  the  property  of  the  Church  of  England  in  the 
Colony  "  was  declared  to  be  ultra  vires. 

In  Antigua,  10  Ordinances  were  passed.  No.  2  of  1901, 
provides  for  the  mant^ment,  regulation  and  control  of  Barbuda 
and  the  imposition  and  collection  of  taxes  in  that  Island. 

No.  5  of  1901,  makes  it  an  offence  punishable  by  fine  not 
exceeding  £50  or  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six 
months  to  set  fire  to  any  crop,  tree,  wood,  grass,  &c.,  without 
having  first  obtained  a  license  for  the  purpose.  This  Ordinance 
became  necessary  on  account  of  the  frequent  and  reckless  setting 
of  fire  to  bush  and  grass  by  the  inhabitants,  causing  considerable 
damage  by  way  o£  denuding  and  deforesting  the  higher  lands 
of  the  Island. 

Ordinance  No.  8  of  1901  consolidates  and  amends  the  several 
Acts  and  Ordinances  in  force  relating  to  the  collection  of  Customs 
duties. 

Ordinance  No.  6  of  1901  entitled  "An  Ordinance  to  provide 
for  the  Preservation  of  the  Public  Health  in  the  Country 
Districts,"  was  disallowed.  A  new  Bill  will  shortly  be 
introduced. 

The  Legislative  Council  of  the  Presidency  of  St.  Kitts-Nevis 
passed  16  Ordinances  during  the  year,  one  of  which  (No.  2  of 
1901)  regulating  the  granting  of  mining  leases  of  Crown  lands 
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and  the  grftnt  of  licenaeB  to  explore  and  prospect  on  Cfowd  lands 
for  minerale^  was  disallowed. 

Ordinance  No.  1  of  1901  provides  for  the  government  of  the 
town  of  fiasseterre.  Ordinances  consolidating  the  numerous 
enactments  relating  to  liquor  licenses  and  land  aud  house  tax 
were  passed,  and  the  Anguilla  Road  Ordinance  No.  3  of  1898 
was  repealed. 

Id  Dominica  only  three  Ordinances  were  passed,  none  of  which 
call  for  any  remark. 

The  Legislature  of  Montserrat  passed  nine  Ordinances.  By 
Ordinance  No.  7  the  amount  of  money  which  may  be  deposited 
in  the  Savings'  Bank  by  any  one  depositor  ig  limited  to  £100, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  from  and  after  the  1st  April,  1902,  is 
fixed  at  2^  per  cent. 

The  Virgin  Islands  passed  six  Ordinances,  making  a  total  of 
58  Acts  and  Ordinances  passsd  in  the  colony  during  the  year 
ander  report. 

The  publication  of  a  new  and  revised  edition  of  the  laws  of  the 
colony  and  of  each  Presidency,  which  is  much  needed,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  soon  be  undertaken. 


IV.— BDTTCATION. 

(a.)  Pbquat  Education. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  rolls  of  the  primary  schools  for 
the  year  1901  was  23,273,  as  against  24,974  during  the  previous 
year,  showing  a  decrease  of  1,701,  the  average  attendance  being 
11,257,  as  against  ll,lf09,  being  an  increase  of  248. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  ou  the  roll,  the  average 
attendance,  school  fees,  Crovernment  grant  and  voluntary  contri- 
butions, for  the  last  five  years  : — 


ATertige  kttcmduiM 

Uohmd  (ees 

Oovemmeiit   gnnt 
Voloutk  rj  oontriba- 


97  13  11 
eSo  16    b 


(fi.)  BaotnnuBT  Educition.  - 

There  are  three  secondary  schools  in  Antigua,  (1)  the  Antigua 
Grammar  School  whioh  nwoivoo  a  gs^at  of  £200  per  annum, 
(2)  the  Antigua  Girls'  High  School  which  receives  a  grant  of 
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£100  per  annum,  and  (3)  the  SpiinK  Oardena'  Female  Training 
College  which  receiTes  a  grant  (3  £200.  In  Dominica  the 
Koseaa  Grammar  School  ia  maintained  hy  the  G-oremment,  at  a 
cost  last  year  of  £362.  Antigua  and  Dominica  are  centree  for 
the  Cambridge  Local  Examinations.  Examinations  are  also  held 
in  Antigua  lor  the  variouB  degrees  in  arts  and  law  of  the 
Univereity  of  London. 

(c.)  Inddstbial,  Technical,  ob  Aobicultdbal 
Schools. 

The  Skerretts  (boys)  Training  School  ia  limited  as  far  as 
possible  to  100  boys.  On  the  31st  March,  1902,  there  were  71 
mmatea  belonging  to  Antigua,  12  to  St.  Kitte,  six  to  Nevis, 
fonr  to  Anguilla,  and  one  to  Montaerrat,  making  a  total  of  94 
boys.  The  number  of  admissions  for  the  last  fifteen  months 
was  12,  as  ^ainat  22  discharged  and  on  license.  One  boy  died 
from  dysentery. 

All  the  boys  admitted  were  from  Antigua.  The  health  of  the 
boys  was  satisfactory. 

Malarial  fever  has,  as  usual,  been  the  prevailing  complaint. 
There  were  201  cases  among  the  boys  during  the  year  1901. 
Attention  ia,  however,  being  given  to  the  filling  up  and  dis- 
infecting of  the  stagnant  puddlea  of  water  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  school,  whicn  form  the  breeding  grounds  of  the  anopheles 
mosquito,  and  thia  will  doubtless  tend  to  improve  considerably 
the  health  of  the  uomates. 

The  health  of  the  animals  on  the  farm  attached  to  the  school 
has  been  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The  want  of  a  pure  and 
sutficient  water  supply  is  a  very  great  drawback,  and  the  hope 
expressed  in  last  year's  report  as  to  remedying  the  defect  by 
connecting  the  school  with  the  Waitings  reservoir  haa  not  yet 
been  realized. 

The  death  of  one  of  the  thoroughbred  stalliona,  "  George 
Michaelovitch,"  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

The  Btock  farm  was  aupplied  with  a  thoroughbred  atud  Jack  and 
Jenny  through  the  inatrumentality  of  the  Imperial  Commieaioner 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Annual  auction  sales  of 
young  dtock  are  held.  The  estimated  value  of  the  stock  on  the 
farm  is  £1,320.  The  total  expenditure  on  the  stock  farm  for 
the  fifteen  months  ending  31st  March,  1902  was  £499  45.,  and 
the  receipts  £547  125. 

The  beat  varieties  of  sugar  cane  are  grown  on  the  estate,  and 
at  an  auction  sale  of  cane  plants  heM  at  the  end  of  1901, 
100,000  cane  plants  were  sold.  The  rainfall  during  the  year 
waa  71*88  inches. 
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v.— GOVERNMENT  INSHTtTTIONS. 

(a.)  Hospitals. 

The  following  table  shows  in  a  enmmarized  form  the  number 

of  patients  admitted  during  the  year,  the  number  discharged 

from  these  iaBtitutions,  and  the  number  of  deaths  which  took 

place. 


IKBoliugvd. 

Number  in 

Hoapitab. 

Hoijdtttlon 
1901. 

1 

1 

1 

1^1 

, 

1 

1 

1 

AnBgim           

184 

1,462 

798 

,,„i- 

290 

117 

995 

590 

243  '     116 

116 

29 

90 

Dominica         

68 

549 

468 

33        47 

47 

HontMmt    (Chatean) 

61 

39 

21 

7         10 

10 

<H0Bpital) 

6 

58 

24 

15       -  6 

6 

Antigua  is  of  all  the  Presidencies  the  worst  supplied  with 
lospital  accommodatioD.  Through  the  generous  assistance 
:afforded  by  the  Imperial  authorities  a  new  hospital  is  shortly  to 
be  erected. 

(b.)  Lunatic  akd  Lbpek  Astlohs. 

The  following  tables  give  the  statistics  for  the  lunatic  and 
leper  asylums. 

LvNATic  Asylums. 


Number  m 

Asvlnm  on 

lit  Jannary 

1901. 

ABjlnm. 

J 

1 

3 

4 

DeatkH. 

B*t  laUnd 76 

BidgB           36 

86         18          2 
2           I     .    — 

4 

IS 

1 

The  conversion  of  Scott's  Hill  Buildings  in  Antigaa  into  a 
lunatic  asylum,  which  was  commenced  last  year,  had  to  be 
postponed  owing  to  the  buildings  being  required  by  the  military 
«utlioritieB  in  connection  with  the  establishment  of  a  military 
«amp  for  the  detention  of  Boer  prisoners  of  war  who  were  to 
hare  been  sent  to  Antigna. 
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Lbper  Abtluhs. 


Number  in 

Asjlnm  on 

lit  Juin&Tj 

1901. 

j 

Duchuged. 

AfiylumH. 

1 

j 

J 

D-«ii. 

AnUgna       1          40 

8t.Kitti      1          65 

4 
6 

- 

1 

- 

7 
7 

The  total  Dumber  of  the  caees  treated  in  tfaeae  asylums  for  the 
last  ten  years  ie  as  follows  : — 


18S4 
1896 
1896 
1897 


These  figures  do  not  substantiate  the  fears  of  some  people  that 
laprosy  is  spreading  to  any  appreciable  extent  in  these  islands. 


(e.)  Poos  House. 

The  niimltor  of  pei-sons  in  the  Poor  House  iu  Antigua  on  the 
1st  January,  1901,  was  104 — 54  were  aduiitted  during  the  year 
and  17  discharged. 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  outdoor  relief  was  894,  the 
total  amount  distributed  being  £606. 


id.)  Befobuatosies. 
(See  under  Education — Training  School.) 


(<?.)  Savings'  Banks. 

There  are  Savings'   Banks  in  all  the  Pre 
exception  of  the  Virgin  Islands. 


idencies  with  the 
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The  total  amouats  to  the  credit  of  depoftitois 

on  the  3 let  De< 

oembflr,  1901,  were  as  followe  :— 

£ 
44,236 

Antigua        

St.  Kitte       

8,530 

Nevi! 

2,029 

Dominica      

7,637 

Montsenrat 

3,136 

The  total  amouot  of  daposita  daring  the  year  was  £23,669, 
and  the  withdrawals  £21,330,  the  number  of  depositors  being 
2,516. 

Interest  has  hitherto  been  allowed  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent. ; 
hut  in  MontBemtt  this  is  reduced  from  the  1st  of  April,  1902,  to 
2^  per  cent. 

The  total  amount  of  invested  funds  is  £66,118. 


TL— JTTDICIAL  STATI&TICS. 
(a.)  FoLnx. 

The  armed  police  force  of  the  Leeward  Islands  numbered  on 
the  Slst  December  last  a  total  strength  of  189  officers  and  men, 
viz.,  1  inspector-general,  3  inspectors, .  3  sergeant-majorsy  182 
other  non-commissioned  officers  and  men.  Of  these  1  inspector 
1  sergeant-major,  tatd  67  other  non-comiaiBBioned  officers  and 
men  were  stationed  at  Antigua,  including  I  sei^^eant  in  Barbuda ; 
1  inspector,  1  Bergaaat-major,  and  60  other  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  in  St.  Kitts-Neris ;  1  inspector  and  34  nt»i* 
oonmiissioned  officers  and  men  in  Dominica,  1  Bergeant>major 
and  20  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  in  Mootserrat,  and  1 
second  class  private  in  the  Virgin  Islandx, 

The  divisions  stotioned  in  Antigua,  St.  Kitte-Nevig,  and 
Dominica  were  inspected  by  M^or-Gren«^  J.  F.  Hilton, 


(&.)  FBiBinrs. 

The  total  number  of  persons  committed  to  prison  in  the  several 
gaols  of  the  colony  during  the  year  1901  was  1,561  (812  males, 
710  females,  and  39  juveniles.) 

AU  prisoners  whose  sentences  exceed  six  months  are  sent  to 

,  the  Central  Prison  in  Antigua.     The  total  number  of  prisoners 

received  during  the  year  at  the   Central  Prison  was  4V6  (2S7 

males  and  259  females)  being  a  decrease  of  396  (316  males  and 

30  females)  under  that  of  1900. 

izm  0 
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T^e  Dumber 'of''0o«ibitta1«  fimn  Antigua  during  the  jear  was 
459  ae  ag&inBt  85?  during  the  previous  Tear,  being  a  deOTBRse  of 
398,  and  '}b  the  lotvest  number  of  admiaBious  during  the  last  10 
yeara  as  the  following  table  will  show  : — 


Tear. 

Hales. 

Fenules. 

Total. 

1892     

S63 

200 

563 

1893     

419 

21S 

632 

1894     

325 

253 

678 

1896     

482 

243 

725 

18%     

324 

264 

588 

1897     

S4fl 

184 

532 

1898 

363 

217 

580 

1899     

206 

547 

1900     

622 

335 

857 

1901     

852 

207 

459 

The  transfers  from  the  other  PreBidenctes  were  as  follows   : — 


Bt.  Eitts-Nevis 
Dominica    ... 
HoDtserrat... 
Virgin  Islands 


The  pri8<wets  wore  employed  as  in  former  Tears  in  cooking, 
baking  bread  for  the  public  institationB,  making  and  mending 
prison  clothing  and  bedding,  washing  dbtbiog,  cleaning,  and 
otb^r  miscellaneoui  labour.  Also  in  quarrying,  BtOBs-cntting, 
ke^Og  in  order  the  puUic  cemetery,  the  pauper  cemet«ty,  and 
Qovemment  House  grsmids,  and  in  work  connected  with  the 
cooTersioH  of  8oott*s  Hill  premises  into  a  lunatic  asylum. 

The  total  cost  of  ew^  prisoner  was  £17  7s.  5d. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  was  good,  only  one  death  occarring 
from  heart  disease. 
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The  followioff  table  mTes  the  number  of  cases  treated  b}'  tlie 
prison  surgeoo  during  we  year  : — 


— 

Hales. 

Femalee. 

8km  di>eu»          

25 

18 

RrightVdiMue      

8 

DebUity       

19 

4 

4 

EyedwoaMs           

12 

3 

Oenito-nmuin  diseases     ... 

12 

25 

13 

Epistuu     

1 

2 

Fevers         

67 

13 

1        Ah»ctmM  and  aleen 

10 

12 

1        Headache  ud  vertigo       ... 

7 

4 

'        Maingering 

64 

8 

MakiDg  a  total  of  326  cases  treated.  The  central  prison 
oontinuee  to  be  one  of  the  best  of  the  public  institutions  of  the 
Colony,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  the  cnief  keeper  for  the  high 
standard  of  order  and  discipline  to  which  it  has  been  brought. 

(&)  CsnaiTAL  Statistics. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  offences  reported 
to  the  police  during  each  of  the  last  five  years,  together  with  the 
conrictioDB  and  acquittals  in  each  year  : — 


Acquitted,  died 

awaiting  trial,  or 

noiUprotequi 

entered. 


6,897 
6,613 


7,268 
7,106 
6,449 
6.769 


Of  the  offences  reported  .3,203  were  for  offences  against  the 
person,  775  for  prtedial  larceny,  1,216  offences  gainst  property 
(other  than  pnedial  larceny)  and  the  remuning  9,197  comprise 
all  other  offences. 

There  was  a  remarkable  falling  off  in  the  nnmber  of  offences 
ander  the  head  of  Pnedial  Larceny,  the  figures  for  the  year 
nnder  report  being  775  as  against  1,431  for  tbe  previous  year. 

This  satisfactory  decrease  in  this  class  of  crime  may  be 
attributed  to  the  plentiful  crop  of  ground  provisioDS  (the  chi^ 
support  of  the  poorer  classes),  the  short  supply  of,  and  the 
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nuusual  demand  for  labour  during  the  year,  and  the  deterrent 
eff«act  of  sharp  sentences  inflicted  on  offendere  for  cane  stealiog 
and  kindred  offences. 

Sununar;  convictions  were  recorded  a^inst  7,421  persons  in 
the  Magistrates'  Courts,  the  convictions  by  the  Superior  Courts 
amounting  to  72. 

6,758  persons  were  acc[uitted  in  the  Magistrates'  Courts  and 
29  in  the  Superior  Courts,  a  noi/e  pruseijui  was  entered  in  7  caaes, 
and  one  prisoner  died  while  awaiting  trial. 


TH.— VITAL   STATISTICS, 
(a.)  Population. 

The  census  for  the  Leeward  Islands  was  taken  throughout  the 
Colony  on  the  night  of  the  Slst  March,  1901. 

According  to  the  returns,  the  population  of  the  Colony  was 
127,434,  consisting  of  56,851  males,  and  70,85^^  females,  as 
against  127,723  in  1891,  showing  a  net  decrease  of  289  during 
the  last  decade. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  population  of  each 
Presidency  according  to  the  census  of  1 S91  and  that  of  last  year, 
together  with  the  increase  or  decrease  in  each  case. 
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i 

■Mtwoaa 

1  1  1  1  1 

1 

■WBMOOl 

1  1 1  1  1 

1 

1 

■9MM0«a 

J-S-i  1 1 

1 

MvManx 

1  .pi 

1 

'^ 

■I»»oi 

3 

•»e[BBi9,a 

19,093 
26,177 
16,024 
6,635 
2,654 

1 

18I.H 

Ipi 

1 

■ROJ, 

■»(Bmej 

l|lll 

i 
s" 

■WPH 

17,242 

22,0<'8 
12,069 
6,331 
2,140 

1 

' 

Sit 

• 
1 
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From  the  above  figui-ea  it  will  be  obeerveci  that  the  only  Islands 
in  which  a  decrease  of  population  occurs  are  the  sugar  producing 
Islands  of  Antigua,  St.  Kitts  and  Neris. 

In  Antigua  there  is  a  decrease  of  1,941,  in  St.  Kitts  1,094, 
and  in  Nevis  313,  while  in  Dominica,  Montserrat,  and  the  Virgin 
Islands  increases  of  2,053,  453  and  269  respectively  are  shown. 

There  was  also  an  increase  of  191  in  Anguilla,  and  195  in 
Barbuda  over  that  of  the  census  of  1891. 

The  excess  of  females  over  males  is  13,733  as  against  10,163 
in  1891,  and  may  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  emigration  of 
males  who  have  left  these  Islands  in  search  of  employment 
elsewhere.  In  a  great  many  instances  they  leave  their  wives  and 
families  without  any  visible  means  of  support,  and  these  eventually 
find  their  way  into  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  Colony  and 
become  a  charge  on  the  Government. 

(i.)  Public  Health. 

The  public  health  during  the  year  was,  on  the  whole, 
«atisfautoiv.  No  serious  epidemic  of  any  disease  occurred. 
The  mortality  from  fever  in  the  Island  of  Anguilla  is  stated  to 
be  unprecedented,  the  deaths  amounting  to  23. 

The  death  ra1«  of  the  Colony  per  thousand  during  the  year 
1901,  was  27'35,  which  compares  favourably  with  tiiat  of  former 
years. 

Many  of  the  villages  in  the  county  districts  of  Antigua  have 
now  been  connected  oy  pipes  with  the  Wallings'  reservoir,  and 
secure  a  pure  and  wholesome  supply  of  drinking  water  in  place 
of  the  water  collected  in  ponds,  wfiich  was  the  only  available 
source  from  which  drinkiDg  water  was  in  former  years  obtain- 
able. This  will  naturally  have  a  very  beneficial  influence  on 
the  health  of  the  villagers,  and  tend  among  other  advantages  to 
decrease  to  a  very  large  extent  the  constantly  recurring  epidemics 
of  diarrho^  and  dysentery,  resulting  from  drinking  impure 
water. 

(e.)  Sanitation. 

Sanitary  Boards  exist  in  Antigua,  St,  Kitts-Nevis,  Dominica, 
and  Montserrat,  by  which  provision  is  made  for  the  enforcement 
of  the  usual  sanitary  regulations. 

In  Antigua  attention  is  being  given  to  the  improvement  of 
the  sanitation  in  the  country  villages. 

{d.)  Cldcatb. 

(1)  EomfaU. 
The   average  rainfall   recorded    at    65    stations   in    Antigua 
during  1901  was  57-61  inches,  as  against  36-95  inches  recorded 
at  64  stations  in  1900.     The  average  rainf^  for  28  years,  from 
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1874  to  1901  inciusiTe,  was  46*09  inches,  bo  that  the  rainfall 
for  ItfOl  was  1 1'52  inches  above  the  average  for  that  period.  The. 
greatest  rainfall  in  24  hours  was  4-33  inches  on  1st  November. 

Id    St.   Kitts    the   rainfall   recorded   at    the    United   States 

Weather  Bureau  was  61'15  inches  as  against  38  inches  during 

the  previous  year.    There  was  a  very  hei^ry  downpour  of  rain  on 

'  the  Snd  and  3rd  November  amounting  to  22  incnes  in  two  days 

-on  some  of  the  mountain  estates. 

In  Dominica  the  rainfall  recorded  at  the  United  States 
Weather  Bureau  was  65'71  inches.  The  greatest  amount  of 
rain  recorded  was  at  "  Middleham  "  Estate  where  239*50  inches 
fell.  Several  other  estates  recorded  rainfalls  of  considerably , 
■over  100  inches. 

In  Montserrat  the  average  rainfall  recorded  at  10  stations  was 
64*73  inches,  the  highest  rainfall  being  76*18  inches  and  the. 
lowest  46*.ol  inches. 

(2)  Temperature. 

In  Antigua  the  highest  shade  temperature  recorded  at  the 
Government  Laboratory  was  93°  on  April  17th,  May  30th  and- 
^une  Ist,  and  the  lowest  67°  on  March  23rd.  The  mean  temT 
perature  for  the  year  was  82'2  at  9  a.m.  and  83*3  aL  3  p.m. 
Five  slight  shocks  of  earthquake  were  recorded. 

In  St,  Kitts  the  highest  temperature  recorded  was  89"  in 
September',  and  the  lowest  68°  in  the  early  months  of  .the  year. 

Id  Dominica  the  highest  atmospheric  temperature  observed  at 
the  United  States  Weather  Bureau  was  91°  on  Jnne  9th  and 
August  Idth,  and  the  lowest  66°  in  February. 

In  Montserrat  the  highest  temperature  was  93°  on  September 
'6th,  and  the  lowest  70°  on  March  3rd  and  December  30th. 


(3)  Direction  and  Force  of   Wind. 

The  prevailing  direction  of  the  wind  in  the  Leeward  Islands 
is  east  with  occasional  variations  to  north-east  and  east  north- 
east. The  average  velocity  per  hour  was  4*9  miles  in  Antigua, 
9*0  in  St.  Kitts,  and  5'3  in  Dominica.  These  figures  are  not 
however  a  reliable  index  to  the  conditions  generally  prevailing 
in  the  respective  Islands. 
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VIII.-POSTAL,  TELEGBAPH,  AND  TELEPHONE 
SERVICE. 

The  folloving  table  gires  the  etatisticB  of  postal  matter  sent 
to  and  from  the  Colony  duriDg  the  last  five  jearg. 


Jitters  and 

Books  end 

Parcel* 

Year. 

Cuds  received 

Papers  receiTed 

reoejvedand 

and  wnt. 

and  sent. 

Bent. 

1897 

!t62,433 

IS1,853 

5.4S0 

1898 

376.963 

166,664 

1900 

452.137 

168,820 

7,079 

1901 

572.3U 

175,215 

7,811 

Comparing  the  figures  for  ISCl  with  those  for  1900  we  find 
an  increase  of  120,177  letters  and  cards  received  and  eent,  6,3dS 
books  and  papers  received  and  sent,  and  732  parcels  received  and 
sent.  The  total  value  of  Money  Orders  iesued  in  the  Colony 
was  £23,067  as  against  £27,646  in  1900,  being  a  decrease  of 
i'4,579,  while  the  value  of  Orders  cashed  in  the  Colony  was 
£lS,736  as  against  £14,542,  exhibiting  an  increase  of  £4,194. 

The  sabsidies  paid  to  the  West  India  and  Panama  Telegraph 
Company  amount  to  £1,400  per  annum,  of  which  Antigua  pays 
£500,  St.  Kitts-Nevis  £500  and  Dcuninica  £400.  There  I8  no 
telegraphic  communication  with  either  Mont&errat  or  the  Virgin 
Islands. 

The  Direct  West  India  Cable  Company's  Cable  is  laid  as  far 
as  Jamaica  via  Halifax  and  Bermuda,  the  line  passing  entirely 
through  British  territory.  By  either  route  telegrams  can  be 
sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  charge  to  the  United  King- 
dom is  it.  5d.  per  word,  with  a  preferential  rate  for  Government 
messages  of  3*.  OJi  per  word. 

Telephones  are  in  operation  in  the  Presidencies  of  Antigua 
and  St.  Kitts,  there  being  at  the  end  of  1!)01,  260  miles  of  wire 
and  144  instruments  in  use  iu  the  former  island  and  204  miles  of 
wire  and  78  instruments  in  use  in  the  latter.  The  system  is 
being  established  in  Dominica,  and  all  the  public  offices  are  now 
connected  by  telephone.  Telephonic  communication  also  exists 
between  the  towns  of  Roseau  and  Portsmouth  and  is  being 
extended  in  various  directions. 

The  expenditure  in  Antigua  on  the  telephone  system  was  £689 
and  the  receipts  £690.  In  St.  Kitts  the  expenditure  was  £440 
and  the  receipts  £375. 
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IX— MILITAUT   FORCES  AND  EXPENDITtniE. 

(a.)  BBQ1TI.AS  F0BCB8. 

(None.) 

(fi.)  UiLTni. 

(None.) 

(c.)  TOLUBTBER. 

Yolnnteer  defence  foices  have*  been  establislted  in  the  Presi- 
dencieB  <rf  Antigna  and  St.  EittB-NeviB. 
'  In  Antigua  tbe  force  was  established  on  the  occasion  of  Her 
late  Majesty's  Diamond  Jubilee  in  1897.  The  St.  John'B 
Monnted  Infantry  and  Infantry  Companiee,  armed  with  Martini- 
Enfield  ridcB,  numbered,  on  the  3l8t  December  1901,  77  officers 
and  men. 
'  In  St  EittB-Neria  a  Tolnnteer  defence  force  has  been  eitab- 
liahed  riaoe  1896,  and  numbered,  on  the  31st  December,  1901, 
70  officers  and  men.  The  force  is  divided  into  three  companies. 
A.  Company  for  Basseterre,  B.  Company  for  Country  Districts 
of  St.  Kitte,  and  C.  Company  for  Nevis. 

'Hie  expenditure  in  Antigua  on  the  defence  force  in  1901 
was  £222,  and  in  St.  Kitts-NeviB  £467. 
The  amu  are  on  loan  from  the  Imperial  GoTemment. 
(d.)  CoNBTABDLAHT  or  Semi-Military  Colonial  Force. 
{See  Police.) 


I.— CIVIL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Sir  Francis  Fleming,  E.C.M.G.,  relinquished  the  Government 
of  the  Colony  of  the  Leeward  Islands  on  the  5th  Jidy. 

Sir  George  Melville,  K.C.M.G.,  administered  the  Government 
from  the  5th  July  to  30th  October,  Mr.  E,  A.  Foster  acted  as 
Colonial  Secretary  from  the  16th  Aug;u8t  to  the  30th  October, 
daring  which  time  Mr.  W.  D.  Auchmleck  acted  as  Auditor- 
General,  and  Mr.  E.  R.  Jones  as  Treasurer. 

Sir  Henry  M.  Jachson,  K.C.M.6.  assumed  the  administration 
of  the  Government  of  the  Colony  on  the  31st  October. 
-  Mr.  John  Symonds  Udal,  late  Attorney-General  of 
Fiji  was  appointed  to  act  as  Chief  Justice  in  January. 
Mr.  G.  K.  T.  Purcell  was  appointed  a  District  'Tudge  of  the 
Gold   Coast   Colony   and   was   succeeded   by   Mr.   Wattley   as 
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Assistant  to  the  Attorney-General  in  St.  Kitta  on  tho 
28th  August. 

Mr.  F.  S.  Wigley  acted  as '  Administrator  of  St.  KittB-Ntfvis 
in  March  and  April  dunng  the  absence  on  leave  of  Mr.  Cox. 

Mr.  Edward  B.  Jams  was  appointed  Chief  Clerk  in  tho 
Colonial  Secretary's  Office  and  Clerk  to  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  Leeward  IslandB,  the  General  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Leeward  Islands,  and  the  .Legifllative  Council  of  Antigua 
on  the  4th  July,  vice  Mr.  W.  M.  Gordon,  promoted. 
Mr.  G.  O.  Nugent  was  appointed  2nd  clerk  and  clerk  of  the 
Local  Executive  Council,  Mr.  H.  F.  Holme  was  appointed 
3rd  clerk  and  Mr.  E.  D,  Tibbita  4th  clerk. 

Mr.  R.  H.  K.  Dyett  acted  ae  magistrate.  District.  A,  from  the 
25th  April  to  the  1st  October,  during  Mr.  Whybam's  absence 
on  leave,  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Faille  acted  as  cbi^f  clerk  in  the 
Begistrar's  Office. 

Dr.  Bose  acted  as  medical  officer,  District  No.  4  Antigua, 
during  the  absence  of  Dr.  Earl,  on  leave  from  the  9th  November. 


XL-GENEBAL    OBSEBVATIONS. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Colony  of  the  Leeward  Islands 
as  a  whole  was  more  satisfactory  for  the  year  under  review  than 
has  been  the  case  for  some  years,  and  if  the  necessary  impetus, 
in  the  shape  of  central  factories,  were  given  to  the  sugar 
industry  in  the  Presidencies  of  Antigua,  St.  Kitts-Nevis,  and 
MontseiTat,  there  would  be  reasonable  ground  to  look  forward 
to  a  return  in  some  degreee  of  the  prosperity  which  they  once 
enjoyed. 

The  death  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Miyesty  Queen  Victoria 
was  an  occasion  that  called  forth  the  warmest  and  deepent  expres- 
sion of  sympathetic  loyalty  on  the  part  of  all  classes  in  the 
community  throughout  the  colony,  and  most  touching  were  the 
tokens  of  sincere  love  and  regard  on  the  part  of  the  poorer 
inhabitants  for  their  late  beloved  and  revered  sovereign. 

Antjgda. 

The  only  public  work  of  any  importance  which  is  being  carried 
on  in  this  Presidency  is  the  Waiting's  Water  Works  under  the 
superintendenoe  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Mackison,  (^.E.  Good  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  work  and  the  erection  of  village  tanks, 
and  the  laying  of  pipes  to  the  country  villages  has  been  proceeded 
with.  The  installation  of  a  system  of  filtration  has  beeo' 
commenced,  and  this,  when  completed,  will  add  greatly  to  the 
value  and  improved- character  of  the  water  supply. 
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The  sugar  crop  for  ll  01  fell  coosiderablj  below  the  estimate. 
The  unusually  heavy  ramfall  in  January  of  the  year  prevented 
the  canes  maturing  properly  and  delayed  the  commencement  of 
reaping  opera tione — whilst  in  June  and  ilulr  an  excess  of 
moisture  retarded  sugar  manufacture,  especially  upon  those 
Estates  where  there  was  a  shortage  of  fuel,  and  had  an  unfavour- 
able effect  upon  the  density  of  the  cane  juice.  The  indifferent 
crushing  powers  of  the  old  time  mills  and  imperfect  processes  of 
manufacture  in  vogue  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  bad  results 
obtained.  Refereuce  should  here  be  made  to  the  fact  that  the 
percentage  of  extraction  of  juice  is  admitted  to  be  at  present 
90  per  cent,  below  that  attainable  with  the  most  modem  mills 
and  there  seems  little  hope  for  the  re-habilitation  of  the  sugar 
industry  of  this  Colony  until  central  factories  equipped  with  up 
to  date  appliances  are  substituted  for  the  crude  and  obsolete 
methods  of  manufacture  at  present  resorted  to,  and  thus  enable 
the  planters  to  compete  with  the  other  sugar  producing  countries 
on  more  favourable  conditions  than  they  are  at  present  able 
to  do. 

Besides  the  crop  being  a  short  one,  the  range  of  prices  for  the 
year  1901  was  distinctly  below  the  average  ooth  for  sugar  and 
its  bye  products,  Molasses  and  Bum.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
Treasury  returns,  practically  the  entire  crop  of  the  island  is 
exported  to  the  United  States  of  America  where  the  system  of 
imposing  countervailing  duties  upon  bounty  fed  sugar  gives  a 
distinct  advantage  to  West  Indian  sugars.  After  the  reaping 
season  the  weather  continued  to  be  very  favourable  for  the 
growth  of  next  year's  crop  right  up  to  the  end  of  December,  so 
uiat  the  prospects  of  the  nest  campaign  are  promising  so  far  as 
the  sugar  crop  is  concerned,  but  the  enormous  visible  supplies  of 
sugar  througnout  the  world  point  to  a  range  of  prices  un- 
precedently  low  ard  consequently  the  outlook  is  anything  but 
re-assuring. 

St.  Kittb-Nevis. 

The  visit  of  Dr.  G.  C.  Low,  of  the  London  School  of  Tropical 
Medicine,  in  March  1902,  which  was  seoured  on  the  initiative  of 
private  gentlemen,  and  the  cost  of  which  has  been  boi-ue  privately, 
cannot  &il  to  be  of  great  beoefit  to  St.  Kitts,  and  the  thanks  of 
the  public  are  due  to  Dr.  Low  for  so  generously  sparing  that 
Presidency  a  portion  of  his  limited  time  in  the  West  Indies. 

The  fact  must  be  emphasised  that  the  satisfactory  financial 
position  of  this  Presidency  at  the  close  of  the  year  does  not  in 
Itself  indicate  a  permanent  return  of  prosperity,  as  the  immediate 
future  of  St.  Kitts-Nevis  depends  wholly  upon  the  future  of  the 
Bngar  industry. 

DOHIHICA. 

In  happy  contrast  to  the  industrial  struggles  of  the  other 
islands  in  the  Leeward  Group,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  the 
steady  progress  and  increased  prosperity  that  marked  the  con- 
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ditioD  of  Dominica  during  1 901 .  Tiie  revenue  amounted  to 
sesrl^  £30,000,  and  was  the  higheet  ever  realised  in  the  island ; 
there  was  no  incrense  of  taxation  and  the  improvement  was 
entirely  due  to  the  development  of  trade  and  the  increased 
purchftsirg  power  of  the  people.  Although  coneiderable  suraB 
were  spent  in  the  reconstruction  and  improvement  of  roads  and 
in  other  public  works,  ihe  expenditure  of  the  Presidency  was 
restricted  to  a  total  within  the  revenue,  and  the  jear  closed  with 
an  accumulated  surplus  of  nearly  £6,000.  Of  this  amount, 
£4,000  have  been  invested  as  a  reserve  fund. 

The  exports  of  produce  were  considerably  larger  than  the 
average  ot  preceding  years,  and  the  rapid  increase  in  the  output 
of  the  staple  productfi  is  a  guide  to  the  extension  of  cultivation 
in  many  directions.  During  the  last  fifteen  years  the  value  of 
cocoa  has  risen  from  £7,000  to  nearly  £i4,000,  while  the  ship- 
ments ot  lime  juice  during  1901  were  valued  locally  at  £35,000. 
For  many  years  Dominica  has  been  the  chief  producer  of  lime 
juice  and  its  hye-prodticts.  Proof  of  the  remarkable  extension 
of  agriculture  enterprise  is  found  in  the  fact  tliat  the  botanic 
station  during  1901  distributed  to  planters  do  less  than  58,000 
seedling  trees ;  principally  cocoa,  limes,  rubber,  and  vanilla 
cuttings. 

Large  areas  of  virgin  land  were  rendered  accessible  by  the 
extension  of  the  trunk  road  into  the  mountains  and  valleys  of  the 
interior. 

Considerable  blocks  of  the  Crown  lands  were  purchased  during 
the  year,  and  several  flouiisbiug  plantations  or  cocoa,  oranges, 
coffee  etc.,  are  being  created  there  by  persons  possessing  moderate 
capital,  who  have  been  attracted  to  this  beitutiful  island.  Good 
.  progress  was  made  with  the  expenditure  of  the  Imperial 
grant  for  road  constniction  during  1901,  and  several  miles  of 
excellent  bridle-road  were  constructed  through  the  forests. 

The  immigration  of  labourers  from  the  northern  islands  was  a 
noticeable  feature  during  1901,  and  field  hands  are  therefore 
fairly  abundant.  This  influx  bids  fair  to  continue  and  the  island 
will  benefit  much  by  the  consequent  increase  of  population. 

Several  of  the  public  buildings  were  improved  during  the  year^ 
and  telephone  lines  were  extended  in  various  directions.  A 
contract  was  concluded  with  the  Royal  Mail  Company  for  the 
establishment  of  a  coasting  eteam  service  round  the  island,  and  a 
handsome  vessel  the  "  Tare "  commenced  to  ply  on  Chiistmas 
day. 

Several  miles  of  bridle-tracks  were  converted  into  driving 
roads,  and  a  number  of  wheeled  vehicles  were  imported  during 
the  year.  The  mountain  roads  were  also  considerably  improved 
and  the  highways  in  the  Lasoye  District  were  placed  nnder  the 
care  of  a  local  committee  of  planters. 
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MOSTSBBEAT. 

The  year  commeDoed  with  a  earere  drought,  one  o£  the  worst 
on  record,  which  did  Dot  break  antil  May.  After  that  raoath, 
the  coaditioQS  were  most  favourable  for  the  crops  of  1902, 
although  heavy  rains  in  September  and  October  did  considerable 
damage  to  tJhe  roads,  and  the  experimental  plots  of  onions  which 
had  recently  been  planted. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  prolonged  aeries  of  earthquake!) 
similar  to  that  in  October,  IflOO,  but  on  the  31st  October  several 
severe  shocka  were  felt. 

The  public  buildings,  which  were  rebuilt  in  1900,  after  the 
hurricane,  were  painted  throughont,  and  the  walls  of  the  Treasury 
Buildings,  whicn  had  been  shaken  by  the  earthquakes  of  the 
preceding  year,  were  strengthened.  On  the  northern  side  of  the 
jetty,  where  formerly  was  a  waste  piece  of  land,  a  Government 
warehouse  was  erected  and  surrounded  by  an  enclosure  similar 
to  that  of  the  market  on  the  southern  side,  the  landing  stage 
being  thus  improved. 

Tn  the  centre  of  the  town  a  large  plot  of  land  bplonging  to 
Government,  on  which  people  had  squatted  for  many  years, 
making  it  tne  chief  fever  centre  of  Plymouth,  was  cleared,  and 
is  being  gradually  prepared  as  a  school  garden  to  be  opened  In 
honour  of  the  Coronation,  and  called'  Coronation  Gardens. 

To  windward  a  large  reservoir  containing  80,000  gallons  was 
constructed,  which  will  serve  as  storage  for  the  Harris* 
Waterworks. 

The  police  station  at  Harris'   Village,  for  which  a  rental  of 
£14  was  being  paid,  was  purchased  for'  £50.     Extensive  repMrs  • 
are  necessary,  but  the  purchase  will  mean  ultimate  economy, 

Two  important  diversions  of  roads  were  made  at  Riley's  Hill 
to  windward,  and  at  St.  Peter's  at  the  north,  whereby  the 
gradients  of  the  roads  were  reduced.  As  has  been  said,  the 
unusually  heavy  rains  in  September  and  October  caused  great 
damage  to  the  roads,  especially  to  those  in  the  town  district. 
The  Plymouth  ghaut  must,  unless  exhaustive  embankment  works 
are  made,  always  remain  a  menace  to  the  chief  town. 

Id  view  of  the  mountain  tops  having  been  denuded  of  trees, 
owing  to  the  hurricane,  the  Secretary  of  State  directed 
Mr.  C.  Kogers,  who  was  proceeding  to  Trinidad  to  take  an 
appointment  in  the  Crown  Lands  Department  of  that  island,  to 
visit  Montserrat  and  report  upon  what  measures  were  necessary 
to  conserve  the  mountain  lands.  Mr.  Bogers,  after  his  visit, 
drew  up  an  able  report  upon  the  recommendations  of  which  a 
forestry  ordinance  is  being  prepared. 
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VIRGIN  ISLANDS. 

The  building  of  a  new  Teesel  £or  mail  and  traoeport  seivices 
which  waa  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  State  was  completed 
in  May,  and  a  cutter  of  sloop  rig,  of  1 4  tone  register,  was  launched 
during  May  by  the  Governor  Sir  Francis  Fleming  j  this  vessel 
has  proved  entirely  BatiBfactory  in  every  way  and  most  valuable 
for  preventive  revenue,  miiil,  and  transport  Eervices ;  she  u 
provided  with  four  sleeping  berths  and  a  cabin  of  comfortable 
size  and  is  unusually  fast  for  vessels  of  her  dimensions  of  local 
oonstmctioD. 

An  estate  to  the  north  of  Boad  Town  was  purchased  and 
converted  into  an  experimental  station  for  the  teaching  of 
agriculture,  a  residence  was  built  for  the  officer  to  be  placed  in 
charge  of  the  station,  and  an  instructor  of  agriculture  appointed 
provisionally  for  this  purpose ;  roads  were  cut  over  the  estate, 
the  sugar  boiling  works  repaired,  a  small  sugar  mill  imported,  and 
parts  of  the  station  laid  out  in  fruit  trees,  seedling  canes, 
St.  Vincent  Arrowroot,  Antigua  pines,  limes,  shelter  trees,  and 
ornamental  plants ;  seed  beds  also  of  limes,  coffee,  and  cocoa, 
were  established  for  distribution,  and  a  sire  horse  and  superior 
breeds  of  sheep  and  fowls  imported  from  Barbados. 

Steam  communication  is  very  badly  required  to  bring  the 
Presidency  into  notice,  and  facilitate  communication  with  markets 
other  than  that  of  St,  Thomas. 


The  island  of  Barbuda  is  plentifully  stocked  with  game,  and 
excellent  deer  shooting  may  be  had  during  the  months  of  July, 
August  and  September,  while  wild  guinea-fowl,  wild^duck  and 
pigeons  are  found  in  great  numbers. 

Edwaed  B.  Jasvis, 

For  Colonial  Seeretary, 
Letnoard  Jtlanda. 
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-  Ko.  368. 

MALTA. 


BEPORT    KOR    190L 

(For    Report    for    1900,    see    No.    329.) 


9ttstnttii  to  both  ^jnues  at  Ssrlianimt  bg  ^nrntutnll  irC  $i«  JRsjeots. 
^i^ttff,  1902. 


LONDON; 

PRINTED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTY'S    STATIONEBT    OFFICE, 

Bt  DASLINa  ft  SON,  Ltd.,  84.40,  B^ooir  SranrT,  E. 

And  to  be  pntclmaed,  etthsr  direotlj  i>t  tlaong^  any  BooksallBr,  beam 

ETSE  ft  SFOTTISWOODE,  Eavt   HuDura   Brwnr,  Fubx  Brsnc,  E.( 

uid  82,  AgnrapoK  BrKniT,  WmiDVRm,  B.W.; 

or  OLlVBBiA;  BOTD,  EDmrnoH; 

or  E.  PONSONBT,  116,   GbwraOK  Btbmr,   Dim.iv. 

1902. 
[Cd.  788^38.]    Priet  ^d. 
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Th»  fcflowin^,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  Sis  Majesty's 
<!!oloiiial  PosseasionB  hdve  been  issned,  and  ma;  be. obtained  from 
the  sources  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 


No. 

OolOTJ. 

Year. 

836 

British  New  Guinea 

1899-1900 

337 

Leeward  Islands          

1900 

338 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

339 

Britisti  Hondnrss         

340 

HoQgKoog      

341 

Ceylon 

342 

Gibraltar           

343 

Baantoland       

1900^1901 

344 

Gold  Coast        

1900 

345 

Grenada 

34fi 

Northern  Nigeria         

1900^1901 

347 

British  Solomon  Idsndj         

346 

Lagos     



1900 

349 

Bntiah  Guiana 

1900-1901 

350 

St.  Vincent        

1900 

351 

Jamaica 

1900-1901 

352 

Cooos  Islands 

1901 

353 

.'.        ... 

1900 

354 

Bermuda            

1901 

356 

Gambia 

356 

Falkland  Islands          

" 

357 

Northern  Terntories  of  the  Gold  Coast 

MISCElilSlfiOUS. 


No. 

Coltmy. 

Snbjeot. 

1 

Gold  Coast       

2 

Znloland           ...        ...        ... 

Forests.     ^^ 

3 

Sierra  Leone     

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Emigration, 

5 

Bahamas           

Sisal  IndQstty. 

6 

aSLd-.;:    :::    ::: 

Bnbonic  Plague. 

7 

Hineral  Beeourcea. 

8 

Western  Pacific           

British  Solomon  Islands 

9 

Dominica          

Agricnltnie. 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

11 

Agricnltnre  in  Oarriacoa. 

12 

tngnilla 

Vita!  BtatiaticB,  1898. 

14 

Bahamas           

Fibre  Industry. 

15 

Canada  

Legal  Statns  of  British  North 
American  Indians. 

16 

Medical  Reports. 

17 

OUbert  and  EUice  Islands      ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong      

dnring  1900. 
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No.  368. 
MALTA. 

(For  Repon  for  1930  *•*  No.  .139.) 


(JoTERiTOR  SiE  F.  W.  Gbbnfbix  to  Mk.  Chambbsi^aht. 

The  Palace,  Valletta, 

SOUi  Mar,  1902. 
Sm, 

I  BATE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  in- 
formation, the  Chief  Secretary's  Beport  on  the  Malta  Bine 
Book  for  the  year  1901. 

I  have,  Sx.. 

F.  GuBirrau., 

Governor. 


12039*— 7&—«/190a    Wt  38R16     D  .%  S— B 
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Chief  Secretary's  Office, 

Malta,  24tli  May,  1902. 


I  HAVE  the  honour  to  Buhmit  the  following  Report  i 
the  Malta  Blue  Book  for  the  year  1901 :  — 


GENERAL  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 


A. — Revenue. 

The  revenue  collected  in  the  year  1901  from  the  ordinary 
sources  amounted  to  £385,698  4*,  8d.,  to  which  are  t«  be  added 
£bO  12s.  2d.,  value  of  etorea  iasued,  and  £114  14«.  id.,  adjuet- 
ments  from  Surplus  and  Deficit  Account,  giving  a  total  of 
£385,863  Us.  2d.  The  receipts  exceeded  the  estimate  by 
£26,558  11*.  2d. 

The  revenue  collected  in  the  last  five  years,  exclusive  of 
stores  and  adjustments,  stands  as  follows :  — 


£       ..  d. 
323,787    5  lOi 

332,488  18    1 

364,266  16    S^ 

366,758    6  lOJ 

3Bo,f9fl    4     8 


Incbease  of  Revenge. 

Almost  all  heads  of  income  have  this  year  earned  an  in- 
creased revenue,  the  more  appreciable  increases  being  under 
(a)  Customs,  (6)  Licensee,  Court  Fines,  &c,,  (c)  Post  Office, 
(d)  Railway,  (e)  "Water  Service,  and  (f)  Electric  Lighting. 

The  increaae  under  Customs  (a)  is  due  to  the  raising  of  the 
rate  of  duty  on  wines  and  spirits,  under  the  Malta  Revenue 
Order  in  Council,  1899,  and  to  the  new  duties  levied  under. the 
Malta  Revenue  and  General  Purposes  Order  in  Council,  1901. 
The  duties  received  under  the  former  amounted  to  £30,763  Gt.  (id., 
and  tiiose  tinder  the  latter  Order  in  Council  to  £49,915  Is.  Gd. 
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Ab  to  (j^)  LiceiLBes,  Vees,  &c.,  the  increase  is  due  to  a  larger 
amount  of  fines  collected  by  the  Courts  of  Magistrates  ot  Judicial 
Police. 

The  increase  in  the  Post  Office  Revenue  (c)  is  attributable  to 
a  larger  sale  of  postage  Etamps  and  to  more  extensive  business 
in  the  parcel  post  service. 

The  Railway  (d),  Water  Service  (e),  and  Electric  Lighting  (f) 
show  this  year  an  improved  revenue,  which  is  to  be  ascribed,  as 
regards  railway,  to  the  Imtarfa  extension,  and  to  the  raising 
of  the  fares;  as  to  (c)  Water  Service,  to  additional  services 
laid,  and  to  a  (greater  consumption  of  water,  chiefly  in  War 
Department  buildings  and  naval  establishments ;  and  as  to 
(f)  Electric  Lighting,  the  increase  is  due  to  further  installations 
laid,  and  to  the  raising  of  the  price  of  unit.  The  financial 
progress  during  the  last  five  years  of  enterprises  which  are 
administered  by  the  Government  on  co-operative  principles  as 
municipal  concerns,  is  shown  in  the  following  return:  — 


Year. 

Railway. 

Water  Dnea  and 
Meter  Bent. 

Electric 
Light. 

1897    

f      «.    d. 

6,706    2  llj 

£      ».    d. 
7,573    4  10 

&        $.    d. 
9,122  14    2 

1898     

7,103    S    3 

6,300  12    8 

11,236    8     1 

'"^    

7,318    4  10 

8,880  15    ^ 

J  2.860    8    7 

1900    

7,735    9    7J 

9,628  17  11 

13,312    5     6 

1901     

8,226  19    i; 

10,246  16    4 

15,024  16  10| 

Decreasb  in  Eevenue. 

The  only  apparent  deci'ease  in  revenue  took  place  under 
Kents,  Urban  and  Rural,  and  under  Interest;  and  it  resulted, 
as  regards  rents  of  rural  tenements,  from  a  compariscm  with 
a  larger  amount  of  arrears  collected  in  the  previous  year,  from 
reductions  of  rent  of  several  tenements,  and  the  transfer  of  lands 
to  War  Department.  As  to  rents,  urban,  the  diminution  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  appropriation  of  several  tenements  by  the 
Government  for  public  utility  and  to  transfers  of  property  to  the 
Imperial  Government. 

The  decrease  under  Interest  is  mainly  due  to  the  increased 
rate  of  Income  Tax  deducted  from  other  than  Savings  Bank 
investmentB. 

Genbbal  Kebebve  Fond, 

The    balance  of    this    fund    on    2nd    January,    1901,   was 

£38,772  16j.  lid.,  and  after  appropriating  therefrom  a  sum  of 

£8,358  It.  4^d.  (expenditure  incurred  during  1901  for  works 

12039  A  8 
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voted  lender  Head  21a.,  "Special  Expenditore  chargeable  to 
General  Beserve  Fund  "),  it  was  reduced  to  £20,514  bt.  G^d., 
which  IB  the  balance  oa  2nd  January,  1902.  Agaiuat  this 
balance  there  were  at  that  date  othe^  liabilities  for  unexpended 
balances  of  votes  required  for  immedia-te  expenditure  during 
the  financial  period  between  lat  January  and  Slst  March,  1902, 
to  the  amount  of  £4,561  Ot.  l^d.,  leaving  a  balance  available  for 
further  expenditure  and  for  votes  postponed  of  £15,953  4j.  lid. 


Expenditure. 

The  provisions  allocated  for  expenditure  by  grants  on  the 
Civil  List,  Orders  in  Council,  and  Ordinances  of  Appropriation 
amounted  this  year,  on  an  aggregate,  to  £421,763  Os.  4^d.  Out 
of  these  provisions,  the  following  was  the  expenditure  actually 
incurred  (exclusive  of  that  out  of  Immovable  Property  Account 
under  Ordinance  V.  of  1891,  hereafter  reported  upon) :  — 

As  chargeable  to  Consolidated  Revenue :  — 

By  Grants  chargeable 
to  the  Civil  List  and 
Ordinances  of  Appro- 
priation             ^^75,510     2     IJ 

By  Malta  Revenue  and 
Gener^  Purposes 
Order  in  Coiincil, 
1901  10,363     9     Oi 


-£386,863  11 


As  chai^able  to  General  B«serve  Fund      . . .        8,268 


£394,121  12    6i 


The  above  expenditure  is  divided  as  follows,  namely :  — 
Expenditure  by  grants  chargeable  to  the  Civil  List,  Ordinances 
of  Appropriation,  and  Reserve  Fund:  — 

Personal     emolumenU     £139,821  13     0 
Other  charges  (includ- 
ing   Works    Recur- 
rent     and      Extra- 
ordinary)            243,946  10    6 

£383,768    3    6 

Under  the  Malta  Revenue    and    General 
Purposes  Order  in  Council,  1901:  — 

Personal     emoluments        £1,893  14     3 
Extraordinary  works,,.  8,460  14     9* 


10,368    9    0) 


£394,121  12    61 


y  Google 


COLOITUI.  BEPOBTS — AJUSVAS..  7 

The  onexpendfld  balances  ou  Slot  December,  1901,  amounted, 
therefore,  in  the  aggregate,  to  £27,641  7s.  lOd.,  resulting  mainly 
from  balances  of  votes  for  works  not  completed  in  1901  and 
re-Toted  for  1902,  as  well  ae  from  savings  on  works  and  services 
during  the  year  under  review. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  Government  in  each  of  the  last 
five  years,  exclusive  of  a  sum  of  £386  lis.  bd.,  incurred  out  of 
the  Immovable  Property  Account,  was  as  follows :  — 


Yw. 

Gbugeable 

toCoDMUdatod 

B«v«aae. 

Chugeable 

to  General 

Reterre  Fund. 

Totals. 

1897 

320,710    6    S 

£         (.    d. 
3,963    1    7 

£         ..    d. 
324,673    7  10 

1898 

322,900  19    61 

16,181  19    8 

339,082  19    2i 

1899 

341,182    3  lOJ 

10,172    7  11 

361,364  11    9| 

1900 

869,202  19    8i 

6,740  17    5 

366,943  17    U 

1901 

385,863  11     2 

8,258    1    H 

394,121  12    6i 

expemditube  chargeable  to  the  immovable 
Peopebty  Accoont. 
No  new  provision  was  appropriated  by  the  Council  of  Govern- 
ment out  of  this  fund  in  1901. 

The  actual  expenditure  incurred  as  chargeable  against  the 
balance  carried  forward  from  grants  voted  out  of  this  fund  in 
previous  years,  was  as  follows :  — 

For  the  railway             £89  7  3 

For  new  school  at  Cospicua      283  4  6 

For  expropriation  of  lands  near  Zabbar  Gate 

and  near  Addolorata  Cemetery         14  2  8 


£386  14    6 


Incbease  in  Expekditubg. 

The  services  on  account  of  which  a  noticeable  increased 
expenditure  was  incurred  during  the  year  under  review  were : 
(o)  Chief  Secretary's  Department,  (6)  Beceiver-General  and 
Birector  of  Contracts  Department,  (c)  Customs,  (d)  Audit,  (e) 
Bulway  Special  Expenditure,  if)  Bailway  Tedmicall  School, 
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Or)  Police,  (A)  PubUc  Health,  (t")  PriBOHB,  (J)  CliaritftWe  Insti- 
tutionB,  (i)  Elementary  Schools,  (0  Miscellaneous  Services, 
(m)  Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  (n)  Water  Works  and 
Electric  Lighting,  and  (o)  Works  Recurrent. 

The  increase  of  expenditure  under  the  foregoing  heads 
was  brought  about  by  the  circumstances  hereunder  briefly 
stated:  — 

(ffl)  Chief  Secretary's  Deipartment,  (c)  Customs,  (d)  Audit, 
and  (m)  Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  by  periodical  incre- 
ments of  salaries  and  promotions  of  clerks;  (6)  Receiver- General, 
by  larger  expenditure  in  legal  proceedings  for  the  recoTery  of 
rente,  or  other  financial  objects ;  (e)  Railway  Special  Expendi- 
ture, by  improvements  in  the  rolling  stock  and  the  reconstruction 
of  a  portion  of  the  line  with  heavier  rails ;  (f)  Railway  Technical 
School,  by  the  enlai^ement  of  the  Hchool,  the  removal  of  the 
steam-hammer  to  another  site  of  the  Hamnin  station,  and  an 
additional  stock  of  tools  and  plant;  (^)  Police  Department, 
chiefly  by  the  temporary  employment  of  men  from  the  Boyal 
Malta  Artillery  to  do  police  duties,  and  the  purchase  of  horses 
for  the  mounted  police ;  (A)  Public  Health  Department,  by  the 
employment  of  additional  medical  officers  in  connection  with 
the  new  sanitary  law ;  (i)  Prisons,  by  a  larger  issue  of  articles  of 
provisions,  bedding,  Ac,  owing  to  the  increased  number  of 
prisoners;  (J)  Charitable  Institutions,  by  the  rise  in  price  of 
many  articles  of  provisions,  the  increased  number  of  inmates  in 
the  asylums,  and  salaries  of  new  situations  in  the  Leper  hospital ; 
(k)  Elementary  Schools,  by  improvements  in  the  salaries  of  the 
teaching  staS  and  the  increment  of  the  inspector's  salary; 
(l)  Miscellaneous  Services,  chiefly  by  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  census,  and  drawbacks ;  (n)  Water  Works  and  Electric 
Lighting,  by  a  larger  supply  of  meters  and  greater  consumption 
of  coal;  and,  finally,  as  to  (o)  Recurrent  Works,  the  increase 
is  due  to  a  greater  number  of  works  and  improvements  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

Decrease  in  Expbhditubb 

A  decrease  in  the  expenditure  was  obtained  under  (a)  Interest, 
(S)  Pensions,  (c)  Railway  Department,  (d)  Legal  Department, 
(«)  Educational  Department,  and  (f)  Works  Eitowrdinary. 

The  causes  of  these  decreases  may  be  summarized  as  follows: — 
(a)  Interest,  due  chiefly  to  the  Income  Tai  charged  to  the 
Savings  Bank  at  the  increased  rate,  and  to  several  unclaimed 
charges;  (6)  Pensions,  due  to  the  death  of  several  pensioneo^; 
(e)  Railway  Department,  due  to  the  diminished  consumption  of 
coals,  coal  dust  having  been  oonverted  into  patent  fuel;  (S) 
Legal  Departments,  due  to  difEerences  in  salaries  on  the  trMisfer 
of  clerks  and  writers ;  (e)  Educational  Department,  due  to  the 
payment  of  salaries  for  a  certain  period,  disallowed  by  tiie 
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Council  and  oharg^ed  to  ih.e  Malta  Bevenue  wid  General  Pur-  Hauta, 
pOBM  Order  in  Council,  1901 ;  (f)  Work*  Extraordinary,  due  1»»- 
to  a  smaller  number  of  works  carried  out  during  the  year. 

£XP£NDITDB&   ON   FuBLlC    WoRKS   ReCURBENT   AND 
ESTRAORDINART. 

The  total  expeiaditure  from  revenue  and  other  balances  actually 
incurred  in  the  Fablic  Department  was  se  follows : — 
From  Revenue — 
Recurrent 

Extraordinary        

From  General  Reserve  Fund 
From  Immovable  Property  Account 


beeddes  ^,460  14*.  9^^.,  charged  this  year  to  Malta  Revenue 
and  General  Purposes  Order  in  Council,  1901,  and  passed  partly 
in  repayments  of  works  carried  out  under  Special  Warrants 
of  Advances  in  this  and  previous  years,  and  partly  trauaferred 
to  Special  Deposits,  representinff  balances  of  costs  of  works 
incompleted. 

The  above  pum  of  f  7T,426  1».  O^d.,  when  compared  with  the 
provisione  voted  from  Revenue  and  balances  brought  forward 
from  other  funds,  amounting  collectively  to  £89,747  14*.  4J(/., 
shows  that  £1,334  13j.  4d.  remained  unexpended  at  the  close 
of  this  year  on  account  of  savings  and  incompleted  works. 

New  Drainage  Works  under  Schedule  B. 

The  extension  of  the  drainage  system,  for  which  several 
Warrants  of  Advance  have  from  time  to  time  been  issued,  takes 
a  prominent  place  among  the  works  carried  out  during  the 
year.  The  total  expenditure  on  this  service,  up  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1901,  amounted  to  £47,867  11«.  bd.,  viz.  :  — 

Expended  during  the  year  £24,423  16  10 

Expended  in  pre<vious  years         33,443  14    ~ 


£47.867  11 


BO  distributed :  — 

On  Sliema  drainage  £28,51110  IJ 

On  Rabato  Intercepting  sewer       12,089  11  7J 

On  Curmi  street  sewers      7,266    9  8 

£47,867  11  5 


y  Google 


10  COLONIAL  BEFOATS — ASSVAU 

Against  this  amoout  (£47,867  11(.  bd.)  the  GK)Ternia«iit  of 
Malta  received  an  Imperial  coatribution  of  £4,108,  representing 
the  instalment  of  5  per  cent.,  payable  on  commencement  of 
work,  towards  the  cost  of  the  above  three  items;  and 
£2,712  14a.  9^d.  were  reipaid  from  Ezpendituie  under  the 
Malta  Revenue  and  General  Purposes  Order  in  Council,  1901. 
The  total  amount  thus  transferred  to  the  credit  of  Special 
Advances,  in  part  repayment  of  cost  of  drainage  works,  und&r 
Schedule  B.,  amounted  to  £6,820  14».  9^d. 

The  balance,  therefoile,  of  expenditure  under  Wairaate 
remaining  uncovered  on  the  31st  December,  1901,  was 
£41,046  16j.  7id. 

The  above  amount  forms  part  of  the  sum  of  £49,034  IZt.  bid. 
appearing  under  Assets.  That  sum,  up  to  the  13th  May,  1902, 
was  reduced  to  £11,691  17s.  9d.,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  neces- 
sity for  such  advances  appearing  as  Assets  may  not  recur. 

Taxation. 

The  revenue  of  the  Island  is  derived  mainly  &om  import 
duties. 

By  an  Order  in  Council  of  1901,  the  purport  of  which  is 
explained  further  on  in  tiiis  report  under  Legislation,  the  duties 
on  wine,  spirits,  or  strong  waters,  and  on  beer,  were  revised, 
and  a  duty  was  established  on  petroleum,  sugar,  and  tobacco, 
which  were  not  formerly  subject  to  any  impost. 

According  to  the  new  tariff,  the  duty  paid  on — 

Wine  is  on  a  rising  scale,  according  to  the  percentage  oi 
alcohol  contained  in  100  parts  of  dutiable  liquid;  the  rate 
rising  from  Z7S9d.  per  imperial  gallon,  containing  15  per  cent, 
of  alcohol,  up  to  4«.  5-68(1.  per  imperial  gaUon  on  wine  con- 
taining 23  per  cent,  of  alcohol.  Wine  containing  more  than 
57  per  cent,  of  alcohol  is  charged  as  proof  spirit.  The  revised 
scale  tends  to  proportion  the  duty  to  the  amount  of  absolute 
alcohol  in  the  liquid. 

Sparkling  and  still  wines  imported  in  bottles,  jars,  or  oflier- 
wise  than  in  casks,  are  subject  to  an  additional  duly  of  3«. 
and  Is.  2d.  per  gallon  respectively.  These  duties  are  compara- 
tively light. 

Spirits  and  strong  waters,  of  any  strength  not  exceeding 
proof  by  Sykes'  hydromeier  (London  proof),  and  so  in  propor- 
tion for  any  strength  greater  than  proof,  are  subject  to  duly 
on  the  basis  of  bs.  the  imperial  gallon,  or  £2  7*.  Gd.  per  Maltese 
barrel. 

Beer  containing  1  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit,  or  more  than 
1  per  cent.,  pays  4^d.  per  gallon,  and  Id.  per  gallon  when 
it  contains  not  more  than  1  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  This 
classification  was  established  to  avoid  a  prohibitive  doty  on 
very  light  beers  and  non-alcoholic  drinks  resembling  beer. 
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The  duty  on  beer  is  levied  on  every  reputed  ht^^Bliead  of 
48  gallons,  reputed  Englieh  barrel  of  32  gallons,  reputed  kilder- 
kin of  16  ^llouB,  and  reputed  firkin  of  8  gallons,  onlesB  the 
importer  prefers  to  have  the  actual  quanti^  of  beer  gauged, 
in  which  case  duty  is  charged  on  the  actual  quantity  imported', 
an  allowance  being  made  only  for  waste  liquid  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent. 

The  duty  on  petroleum  is  Id.  per  gallon,  and  on  sugar  01428(i. 
per  pound  when  refined,  and  0'0342d.  when  raw.  The  duty  on 
sugar  is  comparatively  low,  and  not  proportioned  to  the  eac- 
-  carine  value. 


Tobacco  is  subject  to  duty  as  follows  :- 
Manufactured,  via. :  — 


Pet  pound. 


Cigars  or  cigarettes 

Cavendish  or  ^egrohead   (adjusted  to  9d.   per 
pound     by     Proclamation,     No.     VII.,     of 

17th  May,  1902)  

Other  manufactured  tobacco 
Snuff  containing  more  than  13  pounds  of  moisture 

in  every  100  pounds  weight  thereof  ... 
Snuff  not  containing  more  than  13  pounds  of  moisture 
Leaf  tobacco 


0     2 


Stamp  duties  are,  by  the  same  Order  in  Council,  impceed  oa 
(a)  Notarial  Acts,  (6)  Bills  of  Exchange,  (c)  Bills  of  Lading, 
(d)  Charter  Party,  (e)  Policy  of  Insurance,  (f)  Beceipts,  (g) 
Appraisements  or  Yaluations,  (A)  Sales  or  other  Transfers,  and 
{i)  LioencM. 

More  supervision  and  an  energetic  inspector  with  wide  powers 
would  help  to  stop  evasions  of  the  Stamp  duties. 

The  levying  of  the  above  duties  commenced  on  the  7th  October, 
1901,  the  day  of  the  proclamation  of  the  Order  in  Council  in 
the  Island,  with  the  exception  of  the  Stamp  duties,  which  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  January  last.  There  has  not,  tiiere- 
ioie,  been  sufficient  time  for  ascertaining,  even  approximate)^, 
the  amount  likoly  to  be  derived  from  this  duty. 

Assets  and  Liabilities. 

The  liabiUties  of  the  Government  Treasury  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1900,  amounted  t«  ^£695,185  U.  9ld.,  and  the  assets  to 
£698,864  19«.  Zd.,  or  a  aiirpltiB  of  auets  ::ver  liabilitieB  of 
£3,668  17*.  b^d. 

Ou  the  Slst  December,  1901,  the  assets  were  £717,984  4j.  b{d, 
-aud  the  liabilities  £714,365  19j.  2d.,  leaving  a  balance  in  favour 
-of  (he  Government  of  £3,618  bt.  3id. 
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Public  Debt. 


There  is  no  pablio  debt  in  Malta,  but  tbe  Go-vernment  Treasiuy 
is  liable  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  private  capital  of 
widows,  orphans,  and  poor  people  which  was  lost  in  the  failure 
of  the  "  Massa  Framentaria,"  (a  monopoly  for  the  importation 
of  com)  whose  stocks  were  depleted  on  tbe  inTaeioa  of  these 
Islands  by  the  French  in  1798.  The  capital  admitted  to  interest 
stands  now  at  £79,168  bs.  2d.,  and  is  held,  in  part,  l^  wealthy 
persons. 

This  liability  originated  in  a  legislative  proclamation  issaed 
in  March,  1805. 

This  amount  was,  according  to  a  revision  of  claims  in  1819, 
assessed  at  £102,633  14*.  Zd.  By  Ordinance,  No.  XIII.,  of 
1858,  shares  were  made  transferable  by  certificates,  tbe  minimam 
being  for  £10.  The  right  to  receive  the  interest  for  each  one 
of  the  years  indicated  in  the  certificate  is  barred  by  prescripti<m 
after  tbe  lapse  of  five  years  reckoned  from  the  last  day  of  March 
of  such  year,  and  on  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  last 
day  of  March  of  the  last  of  the  years  indicated  in  any  certi- 
ficate, such  certificate  ceases  for  all  intents  and  pnrpoees  to 
have  any  effect,  and  it  does  not  give  to  the  holder  any  right 
either  to  receive  tbe  interest  already  due,  or  to  the  substi- 
tution of  another  certificate. 

Of  tbe  original  debt,  £21,394  Is.  8d.  was  bought  in  by  the 
Government  since  1819,  and  a  further  sum  of  £1,971  7».  41^. 
has  otherwise  fallen  in.     The  interest  paid  in  1901  amounted  to  - 
£1.730  1*.  Od. 

Interest  at  the  rate  of  2i  per  cent,  is  also  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment on  investments  under  Ordinance  No,  V,  of  1895,  whereby 
it  is  enacted  that  sums  of  money  not  less  than  £50  (being  the 
price  of  property  subject  to  any  entail  the  revocation  of  which 
may  have  been  ordered  by  the  Court  for  any  ground  other  than 
of  public  utility),  and  belonging  to  minors  and  persons  considered 
by  the  law  of  unsound  mind,  insane,  or  prodigal,  to  widows  and 
to  any  other  persons  having  interest  in  a  dowry  or  a  settlement 
on  a  wife,  might,  by  order  of  the  competent  Court,  be  invested 
in  the  purchase  from  the  Government  of  a  perpetual  annuity 
to  be,  on  such  order,  constituted  by  the  Government  of  Malta 
at  tbe  rate  of  2J  per  cent.  The  investments  in  such  annuities  in 
1901  amounted  to  £200. 


Cdrkbnct, 

Pursuant  to  Order  in  Council  of  the  24th  September,  1886, 
British  coins  are  the  only  legal  tender  in  these  Islands ;  gold 
soins  below  tender  weight  are  rejected,  and  axe  usually  purchased 
by  weight  only,  the  holder  bearing  the  cost  of  abrasion.  The 
limit  up  to  which  silver  and  bronze  coins  are  received  is  fixed. . 
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at  five   pounds  aad  one    shilling  respectively.        Payment  by     Ualta, 
-clLequea  is  now  adopted  with  great  advantage  by  the  Government       isl- 
and the  commercial  community, 

The  mazimnm  rate  of  exchange  wiih  London  during  the 
past  year  was :  — 

Banker's  draft,  per  £100— 

63.  on  demand,  6t.  being  the  normal  rate. 

6>.  at  3  days'  sight. 

2s.  Gd.  at  30  days'  date. 

Par  at  60  days'  date. 

i  per  cent,  discount  at  90  days'  date. 
Cable  transfer,  per  £100:  — 

Maximum  rate  7j.,  normal  6t.,  premium. 
Commercial  bills,  per  £100 :  — 

At  30  days'  date,  5s.  discount. 

At  90  days'  date,  lbs.  discount. 

The  exchange  on  France  ranged  between  f.  26*10  and  i.  25-20 
per  £1,  and  oil  Italy  between  25-75  and  26'25,  the  average  rate 
ior  the  year  being  26. 

The  British  gold  coin  held  in  Malta  fiuctuates  according  to 
the  sums  imported  and  exported,  and  the  requirements  of  the 
fleet.  The  amount  in  circulation  in  the  Island  is  estimated  at 
£520.000,  distributed  as  follows :  £420,000  sovereigns,  £16,000 
half  sovereigns,  and  £85,000  silver  coins.  The  note  circulation 
is  restricted  to  the  notes  of  two  local  banks,  and  is  estimated  at 
about  £20,000;  the  Banks  are  not  obliged  to  furnish  any  return. 

Imports  and  Expobts. 

In  the  absence  of  statistical  data,  and  of  any  law  requiring 
the  production  of  manifests  of  exportation,  the  quantities  of 
goods  exported,  ana  those  of  non-dutiable  goods  imported  from 
different  countries,  cannot  be  positively  ascertained.  There  is 
no  doubt,  however,  that  the  importation  of  hardware,  enamel- 
ware,  electro-plate,  household  goods,  hosiery,  clothing  material, 
Ac,  from  foreign  countries  is  materially  increasing,  and  that 
such  importations  meet  the  gradual  increase  in  the  demand 
for  those  articles  and  take  the  place  of  similar  goods  which  used 
previously  to  be  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  chief  causes  which  have  operated  in  late  years  in  this 
direction  have  already  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports.  To 
those  causes  others  have  been  added  favouring  the  substitution 
cf  articles  of  foreign  manufacture  for  British  goods.  The 
establishment  of  a  direct  steam  communication  between  this 
port  and  America,  coupled  with  favourable  trading  terms  and 
the  efforts  of  the  Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America,  have 
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been  coDspicuouB  in  fnrtheriitg  the  interests  of  American  manu- 
facturers and  dealers  in  food-stuffs.  The  imports  from  the- 
United  States  are  principally  flour,  cotton-seed  oil,  cycles,  and 
fancy  goods.  The  first  steamers  which  started  this  direct  com- 
munication with  America  belonged  to  an  Knglish  company — 
'■  The  Phelp's  Direct  Line  " ;  but  a  more  frequent  communica- 
tion has  now  been  established  by  the  "Hamburg  American  Line." 
The  aTsrage  of  arrivals  between  the  two  companies  is  three  a 
month. 

The  statistical  retuma  furnished  by  the  Customs  Departmrait 
show  that  the  Customs  dues  collected  during  the  year  tinder 
report  amounted  to  £339,642  19j.  id.,  or  an  increase  of 
£24,679  Hi.  lOd.  over  the  previouR  year.  Of  this  increase,  th« 
new  duties  on  sugar,  tobacco,  and  p&troleum,  collected  under 
the  Order  in  Council  of  1901,  bet'ween  the  7th  October  and  the 
31st  December,  produced  £3,379  6j.  9d. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  of  dutiable  goods  for  1901 
was  £9,915,264,  as  against  £7,434,289,  or  an  increase  ot 
£2,480,966 ;  of  the  above  total  £1,299,309  is  the  value  of 
goods  actually  landed  for  local  consumption ;  £8,615,945  being 
the  value  of  cai^^oes  of  dutiable  goods  re-exported  in  the  same 
vessels.  1 

The  imports  from  the  TTnited  Kingdom  amounted  to  £426,363, 
an  increase  of  £130,353  over  last  year,  and  they  wore  all  landed 
for  local  consumption;  those  from  British  colonies  amounted 
to  £94,333,  of  which  £52,480  were  re-exported ;  and  the  value 
of  the  goods  imported  from  foreign  countries  was  £9,392,787, 
of  which  only  £839,333  were  for  local  consumption. 

The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  higher  in  regard 
to  beer,  preserved  meat,  manufactured  grain,  and  spirits,  while 
there  was  a  decrease  in  cotton-seed  oil,  potatoes,  and  high  class 
wine. 

The  imports  from  the  British  colonies  were  higher  as  regards  ■ 
beef  and  mutton  and  pulse,  and  lower  in  respect  to  wheat  and 
barley.  Imports  from  foreign  countries  show  an  improvement 
in  beer,  bullocks,  sheep,  horses,  Indian  com,  olive  oil,  potatoes, 
spirits,  and  wine,  and  a  decrease  in  wheat,  barley,  aaggina, 
cotton-seed  oil,  pulae,  and  seeds. 

The  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  wheat  imported  has  been 
compensated  by  a  corresponding  increase  in  manufactured  grain, 
principally  in  the  shape  of  flour. 

The  present  means  of  communication  with  America  already 
alluded  to,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  flour  which  is  imported 
is  finer  and  cheaper  than  that  produced  in  the  Island,  have 
caused  a  further  increase  (£3,494  6s.  2d.)  in  the  duty  collected 
on  imported  manufactured  grain,  and  about  an  equal  decrease 
(£3,434  1j.)  in  that  on  wheat,  the  percentage  of  protection  in 
favour  of  wheat  against  flour  in  the  present  tarifE  being'  39. 
The  increase  which  would  otherwise  havo  resulted  under  the  ■ 
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two  items  combined  in  consequence  of  the  ordinary  increase 
of  ibe  population  was  probab^  met  ^yJ  a  larger  consumption 
of  meat  and  otber  commodities,  and  this  clearly  points  ta 
an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  lover  classes,  and  a 
wider  departure  from  a  diet  of  bread  and  oil. 

Indian  Cora,  Barley,  Sag^iua,  Inferior  and  ReifuBe  Orain. — 
The  decrease  of  £458  13*.  Gd.  in  the  duty  on  Indian  com,  barley, 
saggina,  and  inferior  grain,  and  of  £408  15s.  (id.  on  other  food 
for  animals,  such  a.a  pulse  and  cotton  seed,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  £969  9».,  was  principally  caused  by  the  disposal 
of  an  exceptional  accumulation  of  refuse  grain,  the  receipts  on 
which  exceeded  by  £956  7j.  dd.  those  of  the  previoua  year,  the 
decrease  on  cotton  seed  being  also  partly  attributable  to  the 
quarantine  restrictions  "in  force  against  Smyrna,  whence  the 
article  is  principally  imported. 

Bullocks,  Sheep,  and  Frozen  Meat. — The  increase  of 
£2,977  3s.  2d.  under  this  head  is  partly  attributable  to  a  large 
consumption  of  beef  by  a  portion  of  the  ympulation  already 
referred  to,  but  principally  to  the  larger  number  of  military 
and  naval  forces  stationed  in  the  Island  during  the  year. 

Oil  and  Potatoes. — The  small  increase  of  £41  9s.  Gd.  on  oil 
is  due  to  ordinary  fluctuations  in  the  market,  whilst  the  increase 
of  £771  5a.  9d.  on  potatoes  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  certain 
importations  usually  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year  were 
not  made  at  the  end  of  1900  but  at  the  beginning  of  1901,  and 
partly  to  the  favourable  prices  obtained  abroad  for  Maltese 
potatoes  exported  during  1900,  which  encouraged  merchants  to 
import  a  large  quantity  of  seed  potatoes  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses during  the  following  year. 

Spirits.— The  receipts  on  spirits  during  1901,  £30,763  6s.  6rf., 
compared  with  those  of  1900,  £18,307  15*.  8d.,  show  an  increase 
of  £12,465  10s.  10(2.,  which  is  attributable  to  the  increase  in 
the  rate  of  duty.  The  decrease  of  bis.  2963'12  in  the  importa- 
tion of  spirits  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  the  spirit  which 
had  been  imported  in  anticipation  of  the  increase  in  the  rate 
of  duty  was  still  to  be  disposed  of  during  the  year,  whilst  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  the  spirits  in  con^equemce  of  such  increase 
of  duty  has  brought  about  some  reduction  in  consumption. 
There  has  in  consequence  arisen  a  larger  consumption  of  wine 
and  beer,  and  some  revival  of  attempts  to  smuggle. 

Wine  and  Beer. — The  importation  of  wine  and  beer  in  1901 
was  bis.  303,866-90  and  Ws.  143,889-72  respectively,  and  the 
Customs  receipts  on  these  articles  amounted  to  £39,863  6s.  Sd. 
and  £22,618  14*.  lOd.  respectively.  The  increase  is  due  to  the 
necessity  of  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  ordinary  increase 
of  population,  and  the  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  spirits 
produced  by  the  causes  above  referred  to,  the  increase  on  beer 
being  also  partly  attributable  to  the  number  of  naval  seamen 
in  port,  and  to  a  lai^e  consumption  of  this  beverage  by  the 
lower  classes. 
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The  following  table  Bhowfl  the  vaJne  of  dutiable  goods  im- 
ported for  the  last  five  jeara  preceding  1901,  and  their  average 
compared  with  the  value  of  imports  of  that  year :  — 


Tmf. 

TotJ. 

United 
Kiogdom. 

Britiah 
OoloDie^ 

H.M.'. 
Ship.. 

oJ3ii 

1896            

1897            

1898            

1899            

1900            

10,472,139 
10,895,639 
10,026.181 
6,G68,9<tl 
7,434,289 

£ 
143,629 

150,473 

203,617 

297,880 

805,010 

£ 
129,716 

92,429 
519,608 
408,686 

89,208 

£ 
414 

368 

485 

2,265 

987 

£ 

10,198,380 

10,662,379 
9,301,621 
5,960,191 
7,039,0M 

Anng«  of  fire  yeua 

9,099,232 

220,093 

247,929 

899 

8,630,811 

1901            

9,915,254 

425,363 

94,333 

2,ni 

9,392,787 

AboTe»»erag»      ... 

816,022 

205,271 

- 

1,872 

529,476 

Below  average 

— 

163,596 

— 

— 

EXPOBTB. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports,  exeluaive  of  local  produce,  wae 
£8,683,126,  as  against  £6,471,567  in  the  previous  year,  or  an 
increase  of  £2,211,659. 

Of  the  exports,  £81,163  represents  the  value  of  goods  actually 
landed  and  re-exported,  and  £8,601,973  the  value  of  goods  which 
merely  touched  at  this  port  and  proceeded  in  the  same  vessels. 

The  total  exports  for  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows :  — 


Tesr. 

Total. 

United 
Kingdom. 

British 

POBSM- 

aions. 

H.M.'b 
Ships. 

Foreipn 
Oonntriea. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

£ 
10,088,760 

9,379,140 

6,449,501 

6,471,567 

8,683,126 

£ 
1,784,834 

2,088,589 

919,202 

1,100,924 

1,649,412 

£ 
1,891,114 

1,408,986 
617,563 
814,929 

1,106,302 

£ 
9,103 

13,013 
9,924 
7,710 

12,655 

£ 
6,403,709 

5,868,552 

8,902,812 

4,547,998 

6,014,857 

,  Google 


ccLOMui'  &BFOBIS — unsaAL.  17 

The  esporta  of  local  piodvce,  aa  ascertained  from  the  shipping 
agents  at  this  port,  were :  — 

Potatoes— Cantars,   93,164-cwta.  146,568,  against  87,469 

ewts.  in  1900. 
Onions— Caatara,  3,576  =  cwts.  5,587,  against  11,872  cwts. 

in  1900. 
Cumin  seed — Cantara,  3,915=cwts.6,117,again8t  5,786  cwte. 

in  1900. 
Vegetables—Cantars.  6,109  =  cwta.  9,546,  against  8  J77  cwts. 

in  1900. 
Oranges— Doz.  6,240,  against  22,035  doz.  in  1900. 
Cotton  goods  of  local  manufacture — Maltese  canes  351,769, 

against  355,372  in  1900,  and  254,755  in  1899. 
Goats— No.  616,  agaioat  112  in  1900. 
Mules— No.  36. 
Stone — 51,953  slabs,  800  tons  in  blocks,  and  12  packages  of 

stone  work. 

The  export  of  Malta  stone  (free-atone)  was  800  tons  in  blocks 
and  1,400  slabs  to  Italy ;  5,010  slabs  to  OTcece ;  12  packages 
of  stwie-work  and  17,443  slabs  to  Turkey ;  and  2,810  slabs  to 
Egypt.  The  quality  of  the  stone  exported  weighs  about  one  owt. 
to  the  cubic  foot. 


AGEICULTURE. 


Agriciilture  in  Malta  maintains  ita  traditional  character,  vhinb 
dates  many  centuries  back.  Many  of  the  crops  and  fruit  trees 
known  in  temperate  and  sub-tropical  climates  are  grown  here. 
The  product  of  the  land,  except  a  part  of  the  crop  of  potatoes, 
onions,  cumin  seed,  oranges,  mandarines,  and  melons,  which 
are  exported,  is  consumed  locally. 

Acre  AGE. 

The  area  under  crop  or  on  which  fruit  trees  are  grown  is 
estimated  at  38,545  acres,  or  a  little  more  than  half  the  extent 
of  the  Maltese  Islands.  Of  the  remaining  half,  only  3,755  acres 
are  returned  as  uncultivated  land,  consisting  mainly  of  barren 
rock.  A  diminution  in  the  arable  land,  to  the  extent  of  6,000 
acres,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Island  of 'Comino  is  at  present 
Jield  for  sanitary  purposes  only,  no  cultivation  being  carried 
on  on  the  same,  to  the  takinir-up  of  building  sites  in  suburban 
districts,  and  to  the  conatmction  of  new  roads,  parade  grounds, 
and  other  nulitary  requirements. 

I2Q29  B 
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Holdings,  Land  Tkkuhb,  &c. 

Tlie  number  of  holding*  remained  Btationaiy,  about  10,000, 
with  an  average  of  four  acrea  for  a  holding.  Tie  system  of 
land  tenure  prevailing  is  a  short  lease  for  four  or  eight  years, 
the  traditional  rotation  of  crops  being  four  years,  and  cmly  plots 
of  land  which  admit  of  being  improved  are  given  on  limg  lease. 
The  rent  of  land  is  relatively  high,  ranging  from  £1  to  £7 


Cbops. 

Wheat  is  generally  grown  for  making  bread.  In  Q-oko,  how- 
ever, and  in  some  places  in  Malta,  a  mixed  crop  of  wheat  and 
barler^  sown  together  (called  "Mischiato")  is  also  grown  for 
making  bread.  Barley  locally  raised  has  superior  malting  pro- 
perties; it  supplies  the  local  brewery,  and  it  is  used  as  food  for 
horses,  and  it  is  occsflioaally  exported. 

Of  the  beans  and  pulse,  the  broad  bean  is  the  most  extensively 
grown,  the  greater  part  is  picked  green,  and  what  remains  is 
saved  for  seed.  Sicilian  farmers  sometiiiies  buy  large  quantities 
of  the  black  seed  variety  for  purposes  of  cultivation. 

.Potatoes  are  grown  nearly  all  the  year  round.  There  are 
three  distinct  crops: — ^the  spring  crop,  raised  from  imported 
Irish  seed ;  the  summer  crop,  grown  only  on  irrigated  land ;  and 
the  winter  crop,  which  is  raised  from  seed  saved  from  the  spring 
crop.  Imported  Irish  seed  sold  last  year  at  an  average  price  of 
83.  4d.  per  canCor  of  176  pounds,  equal  to  5j.  id.  per  cwt. 
Potato-growing  is  swnetimes  very  remunerative,  but  it  is  a 
risky  speculation  in  Malta.  It  requires  a  considerable  initial 
expenditure  in  the  form  of  cost  of  the  seed  and  in  the  preparation 
«f  the  soil,  and  the  produce  is  greatly  dependent  on  the  weather, 
and  on  the  prevalence  of  disease.  To  obtain  high  market  prices 
in  England,  the  time  of  sowing  is  very  early,  but  if  the  seed 
selected  is  of  inferior  quality  these  early  crops  very  often  fail. 

Onions  were  not  lai^ly  grown  last  year.  Out  of  a  total  of 
384  acres  under  onions,  138  were  in  the  district  of  Siggieui. 

The  produce  of  cumin  seed  was  in  excess  of  the  dnnand,  hence 
a  good  qoantity  remained,  ttnsold. 

Orange  trees,  lemons,  and  mandarines  are  badly  infected  with 
scale  insects,  and  the  fruit  is  spoiled  by  the  orange-fly.  Various 
e^KdientB  have  been  under  consideration  for  the  systematic 
trastiaent  of  scale  insects.  The  orange-growing  industry,  once 
sa  prosperous,  is  on  the  decline  on.  account  of  competition  from 
other  centres,  and  of  the  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the 
frsit. 

Other  fruit  trees  grown  are  the  pomegranate,  peach,  pear, 
plum,  medlar,  fig,  prickly  pear,  carob,  olive,  mulberry,  and  the 
vine. 
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Many  of  these  trees,  especially  the  fig  and  prickly  pear,  being 
planted  in  single  lines  along  the  ^alls  of  open,  fields,  are  doing 
well,  and  the  produce  is  satisfactory.  The  pomegranate,  peach, 
pear,  plum,  medlar,  and  mulben?,  which  are  planted  in  gronps 
in  gardens,  suffer  from  exhaustion  of  the  soil,  and  are  almost  all 
infested  with  insect  pests.  The  produce  last  year  was  poor, 
although  better  than  in  recent  years.  The  carob  in  its  natural 
state  drives  well,  and  it  produced  a  good  crop  last  year,  which 
Bold  at  a  high  price.  Olive  culture  is  falling  oS,  and  it  was  only 
by  two  farmers  that  a  small  quantity  of  oil  was  extracted. 

During  the  last  ten  years  there  has  been  a  steady  increase 
in  the  plantation  of  vines,  especially  in  the  Island  of  Gozo, 
The  number  of  plants,  in  fact,  now  exceetk  a  million.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  farmers  give  preference  to  the  vine  yield- 
ing table  grapes,  as  it  fetches  a  higher  price  on  the  market  than 
wine-making  grapes  after  manufacture  into  wine.  The  wine- 
producing  induEtry  is  now  gaining  ground  in  some  quarters, 
and  excellent  wine,  selling  at  a  good  price,  is  being  produced 
inU^ta. 

Locally-grown  cotton,  once  so  famous,  has  been  reduced  to  a 
second  cIbbs  crop.  Only  737  acres  were  grown  last  year,  and 
in  some  districts  its  culture  waa  given  up  altogether. 

Vegetables  are  grown  all  the  year  round  on  irrigated  land,  and 
in  open  fields  during  the  rainy  season.  The  importation  of 
fresh  vegetables  from  Sicily  by  the  daily  mail  steamer  is  felt 
keenly  l^  gardeners,  who  cannot  get  the  former  high  prices  for 
their  early  crop. 

The  area  under  forage  haa  been  increased  during  the  last  few 
years.  Farmers  have  realized  the  fact  that  with  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  live  stock  a  greater  demand  for  forage  would  be  ex- 
pected. The  crop,  especially  of  the  Maltese  clover,  was  good,  end 
the  price  was  fairly  remunerative.  Besides  the  clover,  barley  and 
other  forage  plants,  cut  green,  are  grown.  Experiments  with  the 
prickly  comfrey  and  tenugreek  are  now  being  tried,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  before  long  they  will  be  added  to  the  list  of  crops. 
The  extensive  growing  of  clover  benefits  local  agriculture  in 
many  ways.  It  ia  in  itself  an  index  of  increase  in  the  number  of 
live  stock,  and,  therefore,  of  manure-producing  sources;  it  does 
not  exhaust  the  soil,  but  it  enriches  the  same,  through  the 
symbiotic  action  of  nitrogen-fixing  micro-organisms ;  the  roots 
remain  in  the  soil,  and,  when  they  decay,  tend  to  give  it  a  loamy 
texture.  A  drawback,  however,  is  the  conae(iuence  of  extensive 
clover  culture.  The  soil  for  nearly  one  whole  year  remains  un- 
tilled,  and  weeds  of  all  sorts,  the  wood  sorrel  especially,  are 
allowed  to  grow  and  spread.  It  is  in  this  way  that  the  osalix 
eemua  (wood  sorrel)  has  grown  to  be  a  nuisance  all  over  both 
Islandf. 
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Lite  Stock. 


The  returns  of  live  stock  are  based  on  the  weekly  declaration 
of  the  farmers.  The  number  of  horses,  inclading  males  and 
asses,  is  10,206,  or  nearly  one  animal  for  every  20  persons. 
Some  are  need  for  agricultural  work,  but  the  ^eater  part  are 
employed  in  the  transport  of  persons,  goods,  fmd  agricultural 
produce. 

Homed  cattle  include  farm  animals  employed  in  agricultural 
work  and  such  as  are  stall-fed  for  the  supply  of  fresh  meat. 
Most  of  the  latter  are  returned  from  suburban  districts. 

Among  the  milk-producing  animals  are  sheep,  whose  milk 
is  turned  into  cheese.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  supplied 
with  fresh  milk  by  goats,  whose  milking  capabilities  are  in  many 
cases  phenominal. 

The  number  of  pigs  is  3,690,  some  are  of  local  breed,  but 
the  greater  part  are  imported.  They  supply  fresh  meat,  some 
of  which  is  manufactured  into  sausages. 


AqEICULTOBAL   I.NDUSTRIKS. 

Very  few  industries  are  worth  mentioning.  The  wine-pro- 
ducing industry  has  already  been  referred  to  in  dealing  with 
the  vine  culture,  and  the  extensive  plantation,  and  the  production 
of  wine. 

Honey  is  produced  on  a  small  scale  over  different  spots  of 
the  Island,  especially  at  the  north-west  extremity,  where,  over- 
lying the  upper  coralline  limestone,  are  uncultivated  lands  suit- 
able for  the  growth  of  the  wild  thyme.  A  firm  at  Birchircara 
cultivates  the  bee  on  a  rational  and  commercial  basis,  and  the 
honey  produced  is  of  the  first  quality.  The  output  could  be 
increased  were  it  not  for  the  destruction  of  the  thyme,  which 
is,  when  dry,  collected  for  fuel. 

Elaterium. — Hitherto,  elaterium  was  extracted  from  the  c^h 
sules  of  the  squirting  cucumber,  which  is  a  wild  plant.  It  is 
now  cultured  in  some  fields  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  the 
drug.  The  culture  is,  however,  very  restricted  as  yet,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  it  will  be  increased  if  found  remunerative. 

The  canaigie  and  sisal  plant  are  being  tried  only  on  an 
experimental  scale. 

BoTAHic  Stations. 

There  are  no  botanic  stations  as  yet  in  the  Colony  answering 
to  that  name.  There  is  a  botanic  garden,  and  the  Agricultural 
Society  has  an  experimental  farm  at  its  disposal.  It  is  tiiso 
proposed  to  start  a  Government  model  farm. 

The  botanic  garden  is  an  institution  annexed  to  the  Univer- 
sity, and  its  principal  scope  is  to  furnish  living  materials  for 
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the  study   of   general  and   medical  botany.     Duiing  the   last 
ten  years  it  has  been  increased  in  extent  and  scope. 

The  iollowinff  fall  now  within  its  object :  — 

1.  Practical  teaching  of  botany  to  students  in  the  faculty  of 
literature  and  science,  and  of  medical  botany  to  students  in  the 
faculty  of  medicine  and  pharmacy. 

2.  The  formation  oi  collections  of  plants,  classified  according 
to  their  natural  affinities. 

3.  The  systematic  introduction  of  new  plants,  omameatal 
or  economic,  to  suit  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  Maltese  Islands. 

4.  The  distribution,  by  sale  or  exchange,  of  plant  seeds, 
bulbs,  &c. 

5.  The  spread  of  information  by  correspondence,  or  other- 
wise, of  various  branches  of  botany  and  agriculture. 

6.  The  training  of  apprentices  in  the  art  of  gardening. 

7.  The  taking  of  earth  temperature  at  Tarions  depths. 

8.  The  formation  of  an  herbarium  and  botanical  library. 

The  botanic  garden  is  a  veiy  ancient  institution.  It  was 
founded,  in  1676,  under  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Oxford  botanic  garden,  founded 
in  1630,  and  that  of  Edinburgh,  which  originated  in  1670,  it 
is  the  oldest  in  the  British  Empire. 

The  Societa  Economico  Agraria  is  an  independent  body  in 
receipt  of  annual  grants  from  the  Govemment,  viz.,  £80  for 
the  encouragement  and  improvement  of  agriculture,  £20  towards 
a  model  farm,  and  £67  to  enable  the  society  to  select  local  agri- 
cultural produce  for  season  oompetition,  and  award  prizes.  The 
society  originated  when  Sir  William  Heid  was  Governor,  and 
its  main  object  has  been  to  hold  an  annual  agricultural  show 
at  Boschetto.  In  the  experimental  fai^n  seeds  are  tested  before 
they  are  distributed  to  farmers-  Many  suggestions  for  the 
benefit  of  the  agricultural  community  have  from  time  to  time 
been  made,  but  the  society  could  not  accomplish  much  in  the 
absence  of  an  executive  paid  to  give  erffect  to  projects  which 
had  been  approved.  The  Government  has,  therefore,  appointed 
an  Inspector  of  Agriculture,  whose  duties  are  the  following:  — 

1.  To  have  direction  of  the  Government  model  farm. 

2.  To  collect  and  transmit  periodically,  for  publication,  useful 
information  and  statistical  data  on  agriculture. 

3.  To  report  to  Government  the  nature  and  extent  of  diseases 
affecting  the  plants  and  crops,  and  to  suggest  remedies,  and 
snpervise  their  distribution  and  application. 
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4.  To  inspect,  or  canse  competeat  personB  to  inspect,  agricul- 
tural produce,  tubers,  or  seeds,  subject  to  disease,  on  their 
importation  in  these  Islands. 

5-  To  issue  certificates  in  connection  with  local  produce  free 
from  disease. 

6.  To  advise  the  Government  as  to  any  mesisures  to  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  importation  into  these  Islands  of  disease  affecting 
agriculture. 

7.  To  correspond  with  the  authorities  of  botanical  gardens 
in  Great  Britain,  the  colonies,  and  the  Continent,  with  a  view 
to  the  gradual  and  systematic  introduction  of  new,  useful,  and 
ornamental  trees  and  plants  adapted  to  the  climatic  and  telluric 
conditions  of  ^Lese  Islands. 

5.  To  supply  Qovemment  institutions  with  seeds,  shrubs,  and 
trees,  when  required. 

9.  To  advise  heads  of  departments,  whenever  required,  on  the 
planting  of  trees  and  plants. 

Besides  the  duties  above  mentioned,  the  Inspector  of  Agri- 
culture is  expected  to  perform  any  other  duties  in  connection 
with  agriculture  which  the  head  of  the  Government  may  recjuire 


,  Google 


OOLOHUL  EEFOftTS — ASSoAh. 


"  i 


i  i 
i  i 


^  s. 


i  I 


,  Google 


24  COLOmAL  SEPOATS — ANNUAL. 

It  will  be  observed  that  whilst  the  totals  show  an  increase 
both  in  the  number  of  vessels  and  in  tonnage,  the  increase  is 
only  in  sailing  vessels,  there  being,  on  the  other  hand,  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  steamers  entered  end  cleared. 

The  following  figures  apportion  the  tonnage  between  British 
and  foreign  shining  which  entered  and  cleared  in  1901  with 
oaigoes,  compared  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1900 :  — 


1901. 

1900. 

Total. 

BritUh. 

Foreign. 

British. 

Foreign. 

1901.    1      1900. 

Entered    ... 
Cleared    ... 

2,413,309 
2,202,436 

1,015.126 
1,000,553 

2,355,468 
2,095,539 

1,053,200 
1,000,012 

.%45^435  3,408.658 
3,202,989  3,095.561 

Total  ... 

4,615,745 

2,045,679 

4,450,997 

2,063,212 

6,661,424  6,504,209 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing  figures  that  the  general  move- 
ment of  shipping  with  cargo  in  1901,  as  distinguished  from 
vessels  in  ballast,  gave  a  tot^  of  6,661,434  register  tons,  an 
increase  of  157,216  tons,  aa  compared  with  1900,  and  that  the 
increase  belongs  entirely  to  British  tonnag'e.  which  shows  an 
improvement  of  164,748  tons,  whilst  foreign  shipping  has 
decreased  by  7,533  tons. 

The  following  table  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  total 
shipping  entered  and  cleared  for  the  last  five  years :  — 


Eotered. 

Cleared. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonni^. 

1897           

1898           

1899           

1900          

1901           

4,111 
8,890 
3,660 
3,814 
8,910 

3,637,426 
3,663,728 
3,297,712 
3,638,088 
3,533,703 

4,098 
3,874 
3,580 
3,801 
3,930 

3,607,042 
3,581,993 
3,292,942 
3,631,542 
3,642,652 
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LEGISLATION. 


The  Council  of  tioTemment  held  Hi  sittings  between  the 
16th  January  and  the  24th  December,  1901,  during  which 
period  18  legal  enactments  were  passed.  Of  theae,  four  (Nob. 
I.,  IX.,  X.,  and  XI.)  are  Ordinances  of  Appropriation,  and 
Kos.  V.  and  XII.  Consolidation  Ordinances.  Of  the  other 
Ordinances,  Nob.  IV.,  VI.,  VIII.,  XIII.,  XIV.,  XV.,  and  XVL 
are  the  most  important. 

Ordinance  No.  IV.  authorizes  the  Hegiatrar  of  the  Superior 
Courts  to  dispose,  by  public  auction,  of  articles  of  a  nominal 
value  or  no  value  which  formed  part  of  old  "  regular  deposits," 
under  the  authority  of  the  Court,  but  the  origin  of  which  conld 
not  be  traced. 

Ordinance  No.  VI.  haa  for  its  object  the  substitution  in  existing 
laws  of  words  to  indicate,  in  place  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  the 
Sovereign  for  the  time  being  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Ordinance  No.  VII.,  or  "The  Second  Sanitary  Iiaw,  1900,"  . 
is  the  second  of  a  series  of  enactments  that  have  become  neces- 
sary for  a  thorough  revision  and  consolidation  of  the  sanitary 
laws.  The  First  Sanitary  Ordinance  had  for  its  object  the 
consolidation  and  amendment  of  the  law  relating  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Public  Health  Department,  to  which  the  execution 
of  the  duties  of  all  sanitary  laws  is  entnisted.  This  Second 
Sanitary  Ordinance  consolidates  and  amends  the  laws  referring 
to  the  practice  of  sanitary  and  kindred  professions. 

The  Ordinance  is  divided  into  eight  chapters,  containing 
the  necessary  provisions,  the  first  as  regards  the  practice  of 
sanitary  and  kindred  professions,  the  second  respecting  physi- 
cians and  surgeons,  the  third  concemiug  veterinary  surgeons, 
the  fourth  respecting  apothecaries,  the  fifth  respecting  mid- 
wives,  the  sixth  with  regard  to  dentists  and  phlebotomista,  the 
seventh  respecting  trades  akin  to  sanitary  professions,  and  the 
last  chapter  refers  to  procedure  and  punishments. 

This  Ordinance  was,  later  in  the  year,  repealed,  but  all  its 
provisions  were  re-enacted  in  the  repealing  Ordinance  (No.  XIII. 
of  1901),  with  the  exception  of  the  fourth  paragraph  of  Article  5, 
according  to  which  the  licence  to  practise  the  profession  of 
physician  and  surgeon  could  not  be  granted  to  a  person  who 
has  been  admitted  to  practise  his  profession  under  the  provisions 
-of  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  unless  he  satisfied  the 
Mpdical  Board  that  he  has  attended  one  or  more  recognized 
hospitals  in  Malta  or  abroad,  and  has  therein  practised  medicine 
«r  surgery  for  at  least  one  year  after  having  been  admitted  to 
practise  Mb  profession  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  law,  aa  amended,  afiords  to  the  registered  medical  jHracti- 
tioners  of  the  United  Kingdom  such  privileges  of  practising  in 
AInlta  as  are  granted  to  graduates  of  the  Uiuta  University,  and 
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leaves  no  l^al  objection  to  the  second  part  of  the  Medical  Act^ 
1S86,  being  extended  to  Malta.  That  Act  was,  in  fact,  mad© 
applicable  to  these  Islands  by  His  Majesty's  Order  in  Council 
of  26th  September,  1901. 

Ordinance  No.  YIII.  amends  Article  967  of  the  laws  <^ 
organization  and  civil  procedure,  which  provided  that  when  a 
deposit  of  anything,  not  being  a  deposit  of  money,  is  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  Court,  and  when  the  jmrtiee  interested 
neglect  to  take  the  stepa  prescribed  in  order  that  such  deposits 
may  be  disposed  of,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  ot  the  Court,  on  a 
representation  by  the  B^istrar,  to  order  that  the  interested 
parties  be  called  up<HL  to  take  such  steps  within  s  reasonable 
period  to  be  fixed  by  the  Court,  and,  if  they  omit  to  do  so,  the 
said  Court  shall  be  empowered  to  decree  that  the  things  da- 
posited  be  withdrawn  by  the  owner,  or  that  th^  be  sold  by 
auction,  in  which  latter  case  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  by  auction 
shall  be  deposited. 

It  was  found  in  practice  that  as  the  Registrar  had  power 
to  apply  for  orders  for  the  disposal  of  deposits  only  when  he 
thought  that  the  parties  concerned  had  neglected  to  take  steps 
to  dispose  of  the  deposits,  the  Registrar  did  not  make  use  of 
such  powers,  the  consequence  being  that  valuable  stores  belong- 
ing to  the  Oovemment  became  encumbered  with  articles 
deposited  which  it  was  difficult  in  many  instances  to  trace. 

The  above  provision  of  the  law  has  now  been  amended  to 
the  effect  that  "  it  shall  be  lawful  "  for  the  Registrar  to  apply 
for  orders  concerning  the  disposal  of  such  deposits,  also,  "  when 
three  years  have  elapsed  from  the  day  on  which  such  depoaita 
may  have  been  made." 

Ordinance  No.  XIT.  regulates  the  conditions  under  which  it 
is  permitted  to  establish,  in  Malta,  carrier  pigeon  lofts,  an 
enactment  considered  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  military 
defence  of  these  Islands. 

Ordinance  No,  XV.  makes  provisions  for  the  prevention  of 
damages  on  and  about  gun,  rifle,  or  torpedo  ranges  in  Malta. 
The  proyiaiona  of  this  law  are  generally  based  on  the  Artillery 
and  Rifle  Range  Act,  1886. 

Ordinance  No.  XVI,  was  passed  for  the  object  (1)  of  pre- 
venting and  punishing  outrages  by  explosive  substances,  and 
(2)  for  punishing  and  preventing  damages  to  the  electric  light 
machinery  or  cables,  and  to  the  conduits,  or  any  part  of  the 
public  drainage,  such  outrages  net  having  been  previously  con- 
templated in  tiie  oriminal  laws. 

Another  important  Act  affecting  these  Islands  is  the  "  Malta 
Revenue  and  General  Purposes  Order  in  Council,  1901,"  by 
which  taxation  was  authorized,  for  a  period  of  13  years,  on 
beer,  petroleum,  sugar,  and  tobacco,  and  existing  taxes  and 
duties  were  revised,  for  the  object  of  providing  the  necessary 
fimds  to  cany  out  urgent  woi^s  for  water  stipply,  drainager 
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school  accommodation,  and  for  other  needs  4^  the  Island  which 
«ould  not  previously  be  defrayed  out  of  the  actual  revenue.  The 
estimated  annual  yield  of  the  additional  taxation  is  £38,130. 

The  sums  reserved  under  the  Order  are  £36,000  for  schools, 
£300,000  for  drainage,  £20,000  for  water  works,  £5,000  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Central  Civil  Hospital,  £8,000  for  a 
hospital  for  female  lepers,  £2,600  for  a  ward  for  criminal 
lunatics,  and  £10,000  for  roads.  The  Glovemor  is  empowered 
by  the  same  Order  in  Council  to  issue  warrants,  not  exceeding 
£9,000  in  any  one  financial  year,  for  expenditure,  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  in  respect  of  services  that  may  be  sanctioned  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 


EDUCATION. 


The  Education  Department  administered  by  the  Government 
-'Consists  of  two  brandies:  — 

(a.)  That  which  comprises  a  TTniverBity,  a  lyceum,  two 
secondary  schools,  and  a  technical  school ;  and 

(6.)  The  elementary  schools,  consisting  of  111  day  schools, 
36  night  schools,  and  a  training  school  for  the  instmo- 
tion  of  monitors  and  assistant  teachers. 

Inhere  are,  besides,  private  educational  enterprises,  including 

-  six  colleges  for  boys  and  young  men,  and  four  schools  for  girls, 
in  which  a  good  secondary  education  is  given;  there  are  14 
institutions  in  which  the  standard  of  instruction  apprtmmates 
to  that  of  the  G-ovemment  elementary  schools ;  and  103  other 
small  schools  kept  by  private  individuals.     The  above  ooUeges 

:  and  schools  are  attended  by  3,906  pupils,  of  whom  3,004  are  b^ya 

-  and  1,902  girls. 

The  University  comprises  four  Faculties: — 

(I.)  Of  literature  and  science,  which  inclndes — 
(a.)  An  academical  course  of  literature. 
(b.)  An  academical  coarse  of  scieniie. 
(0.)  A  course  ]a«paratory  to  the  faculties  of  medi- 
cine, law,  and  theology. 
(II.)  Of  medicine  and  sargny. 
(HI.)  Of  law. 
(IV.)  Of  theology. 

The  course  of  literature  and  science  extends  over  three  yean, 

-  that  of  each  at  the  other  f  acoltiet  over  imx  yean. 
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,  The  Tear  1901  brought  the  quadreimial  (1897-1901)  academi- 
cal coarse  of  the  faculties  of  medicine,  law,  and  theology  to  s 
close.  The  degree  of  M.D,  was  coiLferred  upon  thirteen  studenta, 
that  of  LL.D.  upon  seven  students,  and  that  of  D.D.  upon  one 
student.  The  degrees  of  M.A.  and  B.A.  wore  conferral  upon 
■iz  and  five  students  reepectiTe^. 

In  future,  in  addition  to  the  degrees  of  M.D.,  LL.D.,  and 
D.D.,  the  degrees  conferred  by  the  TTniversity  will  include,  in 
conformity  with  the  Statute  of  1898,  B.Lit.  (Bachelor  of  Litera- 
ture), B.Sc.  (Bachelor  of  Science),  D.Lit.  (Doctor  of  Literature), 
and  D.Sc.  (Doctor  of  Science). 

The  attendance  at  the  TJnivereity  in  1901  was  116,  or  an 
increase  of  39  above  that  of  the  previous  year. 

A  matriculation  examination  for  admission  to  the  faculty  ot 
literature  and  science  is  held  annually.  In  19017^7  candidates 
were  successful. 

The  Lyceum  comprises  two  sections.  In  one,  instruction 
of  a  higher  grade  is  imparted,  the  other  section  is  preparatory 
to  the  former.  The  syllabus  of  each  section  provides  for  a 
three  years'  course.  The  higher  section  has  a  classical  and 
modem  side.  The  classical  side  is  preparatory  to  the  faculty 
of  literature  and  science  in  the  University;  the  modem  side 
is  preparatory  for  admission  to  the  civil  service,  the  army,  the 
navy,  a  commercial  career,  teaching,  mechanical  engineering, 
civil  engineering  and  architecture,  and  navigation. 

In  1901,  the  Lyceum  was  attended  by  443  students,  or  an 
increase  of  nine  on  the  attendance  of  1900. 

An  examination  for  admission  to  this  institution  ts  held  ontfe  - 
a  year. 

Of  the  secondaiy  schools,  one  is  for  young  ladies,  and  is  in 
Yalletta.  In  this  school  pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time,  and 
receive  a  good  general  modem  edncation,  and  are  prepared  for 
ihe  Oxford  local  examination.  The  full  course  extends  over 
six  years. 

The  attendfuice  in  1901  was  140,  or  20  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  attendancie  in  'thie  school  has  steadily 
increased  since  1898,  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  working  of  the  school  during  the  same  period. 

The  other  secondary  school,  which  is  at  Victoria,  Gobo,_  is 
for  boys,  and  the  course  extends  over  four  years,  admission 
examinations  being  held  biennially. 

The  attendance  for  the  year  under  review  was  26. 

The  technical  and  manual  school  is  attended  by  young  appren- 
tices, who  receive  instruction  in  drawing,  modelling  in  clay, 
plaster  casting,  stucco  work,  cabinet  making,  wood-  and  stone 
carving.    It  was  attended  hy  twelve  pnpils  in  1901. 
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The  expraditure  incurred  in  1901  in  respect  oi  the  above 
JnstitntionB,  including  the  Education  OfiSce,  but  exolnsiTe  of 
-minor  works  and  repairs  in  the  buildings,  was  aa  follows : — 

Education  Office il,033  16    6 

['niveraity  3,826  14  10 

Lyceum  2,629  16     5 

Secondary  Schools  687     5  10 

Technical  uLd  Manual  School 213     6     4 

Messengers,     establishment,     stationeiy, 

and  transport  232     7     5 


Total 


6    4 


Calculated  on  the  above  expenditure,  and  on  the  attendance, 
the  cost  of  each  student  was  £11  14«.  Zd. 


Elehentabt  Schools. 

The  elementary  schools  in  Malta  and  Gozo  maintained  b; 
the  Oovemment  consist  of  111  day  and  35  night  schools,  and 
are  distributed  as  follows:  — 

Boya — Model   1 ;    elementary,  in  Malta  28,   in 

Gozo  9                 38 

Boys — Drawing,  day  6,  evening  4         9 

^ight--£lemeaitary,  in  Malta  26,  in  Goso  5    . . .  31 
Girls — Model  I;  elementary,  in  Malta  31,  in 

GoBoS                40 

Girls — Infant,  in  Malta  4,  in  Gozo  2    ...         ...  6 

Mixed — ^Infant                 14 

Girls — Drawing,  in  Malta         4 

Wood-carving  and  modellumf     ...         ...         ...  3 

Sunday — (Secular  instruction)               1 


146 


At  the  beginning  of  the  scholastic  year,  1900-1,  the  number 
-of  children  on  the  registers  of  the  above  eohools  was  16,789, 
of  which  the  average  annua)  enrolment  was  14,312,  the  attend- 
ance being  11,686,  or  81*6  per  cent,  on  the  average  enrolment 

The  attendance  in  the  day  schools  is  reported  to  have  beeB 
10,996,  corresponding  to  S3'5  per  cent,  on  the  annual  average 
-enrolment  of  13,162,  against  10,470  in  the  previous  year,  wiiUi 
«  percentage  of  attendance  of  80'6. 
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The  attendance  in  the  nig'ht  schools  iraa  689,  beis;  a  pec-  - 
centag;e  of  59'9  on  the  average  annual  enrolment  oi  1,1^- 

The  number  of  children  who  left  the  schools  during  the  year 
was  6,144,  and  6,682  were  admitted  during  the  same  period. 

The  number  of  children  examined  during  the  year  was  11,304, 
of  whom  9,864,  or  87'1  per  cent.,  passed,  with  an  average  per- 
centage of  74'S  of  marks.  The  results  were  generally  satisfactory, 
the  slight  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  passes,  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  previous  year,  being  due  to  the  greater  difficulty 
of  the  arithmetic  tests  under  the  revised  scheme  of  instruction  . 
now  carried  out  in  its  entirety. 

The  value  of  the  improvement  of  the  instruction  received  in 
the  elementary  schools  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  out  of  39  boys 
belonging  to  those  schools  who  went  up  for  the  Lyceum  examina- 
tions, 25,  or  641  per  cent.,  passed;  of  these,  2  were  placed 
in  the  lY.,  10  in  the  Y.,  and  13  in  the  YI.  Go^eet)  classes  of 
the  liyceum.  The  total  number  of  boys  who  pesaed  into  the 
Lyceum  was  81  out  of  147  candidates ;  the  percentage  of  passes  . 
from  the  elementary  schools  was,  therefore,  30*9. 

The  boys  from  the  elementary  schools  have  also  generally 
been  very  successful  at  the  dockyard  examinations  for  appren- 
tices, 17  of  them  having  been  admitted  this  year ;  6  others  were 
employed  as  apprentices  in  public  gardens,  and  20  passed  into 
the  Bishop's  seminary  after  undergoing  the  prescribed  ex- 
amination. 

Although  additional  accommodation  has  been  found  for  about 
2,000  children  in  the  course  of  the  scholastic  year,  owing  to  ■ 
the  recent  extensions  of  some  of  the  schools  and  the  hiring  of 
new  premisee,  there  are  still  4,313  on  the  books  seeking  ad- 
mission, against  5,700  in  the  previous  year.  It  ie  evident, 
therefore,  fliat  further  exertionB  are  required  to  provide  for  the 
demand.  The  Government  have  done  all  in  their  power  to 
meet  this  urgent  necessity  of  school  accommodation,  by  their 
proposing  in  the  Council  of  Government  to  build  school  premises 
at  Crendi,  Gargur,  Chircop,  Zeitun,  Guida,  and  Naxaro,  and  to 
extend,  or  otherwise  improve,  the  present  school  at  Hamrun 
and  Valletta,  but  such  like  proposals  have  been  systematically 
opposed  by  the  Elected  Members. 

The  total  cost  of  the  elementary  schools  in  1901  was 
;E17.940  12*.  M.,  of  which  :EI4,842  9*.  Id.  was  "  personal  emolu- 
ments," and  £3,098  3j,  2d.  "  other  charges,"  exclusive  of  minor 
works  and  other  expenses,  in  connection  with  the  extension 
and  up-keep  of  school  premises.  The  average  cost  of  each  pupil 
on  the  roll  was,  therefore,  £1  2*.  9d.,  but,  if  calculated  on  the 
annual  average  enrolment  it  amounted  to  £1  bs.  Id.,  and  on  the  - 
average  attendance,  to  £1  IOj.  8d.,  against  £1  6*.  Id.  in  1900. 

The  above  expenditure  shown  an  increase  of  £2,952  7j.  6rf. 
ovef  that  in  1900.  The  increase  is  mainly  due  to  the  revised  " 
»ebeme  of  olassification  of  the  teaching  staff,  which  provide<l " 
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ior  the  placing  ot  fint-cIasB  assistaat  teachers  on  the  &xed 
eBtablisliment,  the  abolitioa  of  result  fees,  and  for  an  allovaoce 
to  certain  teachers  ior  teaching  gymnastics.  Attendance  at  the 
training  Bchool  is  made  compulsory  by  the  new  regulations,  and 
has  80  far  borne  good  results,  although  the  school  itself  requires 
dsTelopment  and  expanaion  in  r^ard  to  the  imtmetioa  therein 
imparted. 

The  practice  of  sending  male  and  female  assistant  teachers, 
after  proper  preparation  in  the  local  training  school,  to  go  through 
a  course  of  two  years'  training  at  a  college  ia  England  to 
-qualify  as  head  teachers  in  our  schools  is  being  continued  with 
satisfactory  results.  The  four  male  teachers  sent  to  Hammer- 
smith in  1900  have,  in  fact,  obtained  very  creditable  reporta, 
especially  one,  who  took  three  first-classes  in  the  Science  and 
Art  Examination,  and  passed  veiy  we>ll  in  the  second  division 
of  the  II.  Class  of  the  Certificate  Examinatioii.  This  is  the 
more  creditable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Maltese  students  have, 
for  the  first  time,  been  grouped  with  the  English  tmes,  and  no 
exception  was  made  for  our  students  in  the  classification  of  the 
certificate  results,  as  heretofore. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  expenditure 
in  respect  of  education  in  these  Islands  amounted  in  1901  to 
£26,663  18j.  7d.,  or  more  than  one-fourteenth  of  the  revenue, 
and  about  one-fifteenth  of  the  total  expenditure  for  the  same 
year. 

An  addition  to  the  staff  of  inspeotws  is  required  to  raise 
the  standard  of  efiQciency  in  the  schools  at  a  distance  from 
Valletta. 

Considerable  pr<^re88  was  made  in  1901  with  the  preparation 
by  the  Government  of  a  Standard  English-Maltese  Dictionaiy, 
and  the  following  scholastic  publications  were  issued  from  the 
■Government  printing  office,  via :  — 

Bidu  Tal  Kari  Malti  (Maltese  Primer),  in  1898. 

It-Tieni   Ctieb  tal    Kari    Malti    (Second    Book),    with    a 

literaiy  English  translation,  in  1899. 
A  ShmH:  History  of  Malta,  in  1899. 
Outlines  of  Ei^tlish  Grammar,  in  1901. 
Taghlim  fuk  Id-Dinja  (Earth  Knowledge),  in  1901. 
A  Catechism  of  Christian  Doctrine,  in  English  and  Malteset 

in  1901. 


y  Google 


COLONIAL  BBPORT8 — ANNUAL. 


GOVEENMENT    INSTITUTIONS. 

Hospitals,  Asylum 9,  and  Poon  Housbr. 

The  charitable  iustitutionB  in  Malta  and  0ozo,  which  are- 
wholly  maintained  by  the  Government,  are :  — 

In  Malta. — The  Central  and  Seamen's  Hospitals  at  Floriana; 
Santo  Spirito  Hospital  at  Notabile;  Manoel  Hospital  at  the 
Quarantine  Harbour;  the  Lunatic  Asylum  near  Caaal  Attard; 
the  Orphan  Asylum  in  Valletta;  the  Poor  House,  which  has 
also  accommodation  for  penitent  women  and  for  foundling ;  and 
an  asylum  for  male  lepers. 

In  Gozo. — A  hospital  for  ordinary  diseases  at  Victoria;  »■ 
hospital  for  infectious  diseases  near  Xeuchia,  and  an  asylum 
for  aged  and  incurables  at  Victoria. 

There  are,  besides.  Government  dispensaries,  in  both  Islandsi 
in  charge  of  District  Medical  Officers,  who  give  medical  assist- 
ance and  dispense  medicines  to  the  poor,  both  at  the  dispensaries 
and  at  the  patients'  dwellings,  and  a  "  Monte  di  Pietd,"  or 
Government  pawning  establishment  in  each  Island. 

Other  branches  of  public  charity  are :  — 

The  distribution  of  out-door  relief  to  persons  who  are  not 
suitable  objects  for  admission  to  the  institutions;  the  grant 
of  monthly  subsidies  for  the  nursing  of  foundlings  and  other 
infants;  gratuitous  assistance  to  midwives  in  cases  when  the 
patients  and  their  relatives  cannot  pay  for  that  service;  the 
burial  of  paupers ;  and  the  supervision  of  such  private  charitable 
institutions  as  are  directly  or  indirectly  subsidized  by  the 
Government. 

The  foregoing  iastituiions  have,  in  the  course  of  1901,  afForded 
medical  and  surgical  treatment  and  maintenance  to  5,636  persons 
in  Malta  and  759  in  Gozo.  The  District  Medical  Officers  have, 
besides,  attended,  in  both  Islands,  103,391  cases  of  disease  or 
injury  at  the  several  dispensaries  in  the  towns  and  villages,  and 
at  the  patients'  dwellings,  4,130  vaccinations  were  performed 
by  the  same  officers;  2,502  persons  received  pecuniary  assist- 
ance in  monthly  doles,  and  in  "  immediate  rplief  "  granted  in 
special  cases  of  distress ;  125  foundlings  and  other  children  were 
kept  at  nurse;  and  gratuitous  assistance  of  a  midwife  was 
granted  in  128  cases  since  July,  1901,  when  that  service  first 
began;  and  814  burials  of  paupers  were  paid  for  l^  the 
Government. 

The  poor  of  these  Islands  were  further  assisted  by  having- 
small  sums  of  money  advanced  to  them  at  a  low  rate  c^  interest 
(5  per  cent.)  hy  the  Monte  di  Pieti  on  production  of  pledges^ 
ftooaisting  in  gold  and  silver  articles  and  draperiea  of  all  sorts. 
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The  following  tables  bIiow  the  principal  statiaticB  relative  to     

LoBpitale,  asyluma,  and  poor  houses  in  the  year  under  report ;  —        1901 


Hospitals. 

— 

In 

JannatT 
1901. 

Ad- 
milted 
dnrmg 
theT«ar. 

Daily 

Patients 

Dia- 
charged. 

No.  of 
Deatba. 

Oentnl  Hm^U     

142 

2,304 

166 

2,066 

227 

Seamea's  Ho«piUl 

5 

66 

4 

52 

2 

B«ato  Spinto  Hoapital      ... 

66 

420 

71 

SGG 

53 

Hanoel  H(M[utal     

15 

118 

5 

103 

26 

Goto  Hositttal         

31 

440 

33 

372 

64 

Do.         forContagiona 
DiaeuM. 

Tot<a       

- 

87 

6 

76 

12 

259 

3,424 

274 

3,024 

384 

Asylums, 


— 

Inmates 
remain- 
ing on 

3l8tD6. 

oember, 
1900. 

Ad- 
mitted 
during 

1901. 

Duly 
Aver^te. 

DiB- 

charged. 

No.  of 
DeathB. 

AMvltm  for  the  Aged  and 
1.  A^  and  Infirm    ... 

724 

192 

692 

23 

169 

2.  Inooiablee 

169 

35 

162 

9 

30 

»■  Lep««         

79 

e 

73 

5 

11 

Lnnatio  Aa^om     

697 

107 

669 

80 

56 

Orphan  Aajlnm      

97 

7 

96 

10 

- 

Osinso-QoEO           

147 

33 

148 

2 

26 

Total       

1,933 

382 

1,849 

129 

282 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  the  above 
charities  in  1901  amounted  to  £57,004,  or  more  than  one-seventh 
of  the  total  expenditure  of  the  Island. 

The  receipts  of  the  Department  of  Charitable  Institutions,  in 
1901,  amounted  to  £8,329  3*.  8|<2. 
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A  lai^e  |>roportioa  of  the  amount  collected  for  the  treatment 
of  patienta  ia  hospitals  consists  of  fees  received  for  the  keeping 
of  patients  in  the  lunatic  asylum.  There  being  no  private 
institution  in  Malta  vhere  persons  suffering  from  mental  dUeas» 
can  be  admitted  the  Government  lunatic  asylum  has  necessarily 
to  be  resorted  to,  even  in  the  case  of  patients  who  are  not  poor, 
and  who  are,  therefore,  required  to  refund  the  cost,  according 
to  their  means.  Hence  the  large  number  of  inmates  in  that 
institution. 

The  new  works  carried  out  were  the  construction  of  the 
extension  of  the  lunatic  asylum,  at  a  coHt  of  ^582 ;  completing 
the  installation  of  electric  light  in  the  Central  Hospital,  £105 ; 
and  laying  the  foundation  of  a  chapel  in  the  poor  hoose,  £&14. 

Besides  the  works  of  some  magnitude,  which  have  for  some 
time  been  brought  to  notice,  namely,  the  building  of  an  asylum, 
for  female  lepers,  a  separate  wing  for  criminal  patients  in  the 
lunatic  asylum,  further  extension  of  the  same  institution,  two 
additional  wards  in  the  male  division  of  the  poor  house ;  con- 
tinuation of  the  building  of  the  chapel  in  the  poor  house,  the 
building  of  a  new  general  hoajBtal,  there  are  several  structural 
and  other  improvements  urgently  required  in  the  charitable 
institutions,  which  involve  a  comparatively  smaller  amount  ot 
expenditure,  and  which  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  carry  out  in 
order  to  render  the  institutions  better  fit  for  the  object  for  which 
they  are  intended,  in  accordance  with  recc^nized  modem  prin- 
ciples of  sanitation  and  mana^ment.  The  execution  of  those 
works,  however,  had  to  be  deferred  for  financial  considerations. 

In  the  Central  Hospital  a  pathologist  was  appointed,  and 
a  chemical  and  bacteriological  laboratory  was  fitted  up  and 
supplied  with  modern  appliances,  a  measure  which  has  proved 
to  be  most  beneficial,  both  in  the  interest  of  the  patients  under 
treatment  and  of  scientific  training.  The  Leper  Asylum  had 
its  establishment  increased  by  the  appointment  of  a  Chief  Atten- 
dant and  of  three  other  attendants,  an  addition  which  was 
found  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  owing  to  the  large  amotint  of 
labour  caused  by  the  nature  of  the  disease  with  which  those 
patients  are  afflicted,  and  also  with  a  view  to  maintain  order 
and  discipline  among  the  inmates,  some  of  whom  proved  to 
be  disorderly.  Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  inmates  has 
required  the  assistance  of  the  police,  which  had  been  called  in  the 
year  before.  The  lepers  are,  notwithstanding,  treated  with  every 
possible  consideration  and  indulgence.  Their  food  is  liberal, 
means  are  provided  for  their  recreation,  and  an  annual  grant 
of  £45  was  authorized  to  be  distributed  in  small  monthly  allow- 
ances to  such  of  the  patients  who  volunteer  to  perform  house- 
hold or  other  light  work  in  the  institution.  But,  so  far,  these 
inducements  have  not  been  generally  appreciated.  The  relatives 
of  lepers  dependent  upon  them  are,  moreover,  assisted  l^ 
monthly  subsidies  in  cases  when  it  is  found  that  relief  is  re- 
quired. The  annual  grant  of  £100  has  been  authorized  for 
(hat  object. 
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The  private  inatitutiona  whicli  are  assisted  by  tte  GoTernment     *^^a» 

1.  The  "  Gaaa  di  S.  Giuseppe,"  which  receivea  a  subsidy  of 
£120  per  annum.  The  average  number  of  boys  maintained  in 
the  institution,  in  1901,  was  37. 

2.  The  Convent  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  kept  by  the  Sisters 
known  by  that  designation,  receives  an  annual  subsidy  of  f  60, 

3.  The  other  institution,  which  is  somewhat  assisted  by  the 
Government  by  being  allowed  the  use  of  a  house  at  a  reduced 
rent,  ia  the  "  Cr&che,"  conducted  by  the  Ursoline  Sisters. 


Savings  Banks. 

The  deposits  during  the  year  1901  amounted  to  £120,109  7s.  Id., 
and  the  withdrawals  to  £117,229  Os.  2|rf.,  making  an  esceas  of 
deposits  over  withdrawals  of  £2,880  Qs.  lO^d.  The  number  of 
depositors  rose  to  7,177  from  6,960  in  the  previous  year,  and  the 
total  amount  of  deposits:,  on  the  31st  December,  stood  at 
£546,492 10s.  9d.,  against  £535,671  IOj.  9d.  in  1900. 

Out  of  the  above  deposits,  £529,000  was  the  amount  of  in- 
vested funds,  the  interest  from  which,  together  with  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  pass-books  and  the  unappropriated  interest  on 
deposits,  produced  a  revenue  of  £13,780  9s.  lid.,  which  left, 
after  deducting  the  expenses  of  management  and  interest  on 
deposits,  a  net  profit  of  £4,723  12s,  lid.  on  the  year's  transac- 
tions, against  £5.254  Oj.  Id.  in  1900. 

The  table  below  shows  the  synopsis  of  the  transactions  of  the 
banks  during  the  last  five  years,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that,  whilst  the  deposits  and  withdrawals  have  varied  since 
1897,  the  number  of  depositors  and  the  amount  of  their  credit 
at  the  close  of  each  year  were  continually  on  the  increase :  — 


Tear. 

Number  of 

depositors 

at  31it 
DocembM. 

AmonDt 
depouted. 

Amount  of 
withdrawals 

Total 
amoaai 

to  credit  of 
depositora 

at  3Ist 
December. 

1897           

6,814 

113,963 

£ 
105,088 

614,878 

1998           

6,657 

99,113 

102,606 

519,038 

1899           

6,750 

105,195 

109,797 

522,148    . 

1900           

6,960 

115,157 

109,492 

535,571 

1901           

7,177 

120,109 

117,229 

546,492 
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JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 
Police. 

The  strength  of  the  Malta  police  force  consists  of  one  superin- 
tendent, 31  officers,  107  subordinate  officers,  and  670  oonatables. 

It  is  divided  into  two  branches — the  interior  and  the  marine 
branch. 

The  interior  branch  is  composed  of  the  snperintendent,  1 
senior  assistant  snperintendent,  6  assistant  superintendents,  15 
inspectors,  10  sub-inspectors,  6  first-class  sergeants,  65  Bergeantfl, 
and  334  constables ;  and  the  marine  branch  of  1  senior  asBiatant 
superintendent,  2  assistant  superintendents,  7  inspectors,  4  sub- 
inspectore,  4  first-class  sergeants,  18  sergeants,  and  236  con- 
stables. 

Kecruiting  nearly  ceased  during  1901,  while  many  serviceable 
men  took  their  discbai^e  for  better  situations  at  tiie  dockyard 
and  elsewhere. 

The  pay  of  the  subordinate  officers  and  men  has  now  been 
increased  by  id.  a  day,  and  recruits  of  good  physique,  with  a 
knowledge  of  English,  are  presenting  themselves  in  sufficient 
number. 

The  criminal  statistics  for  the  yew  show  a  marked  increase 
in  the  number  of  offences,  though  serious  crime  against  person 
or  property  is  rare. 

In  the  country  districts,  where  dwelling  places  and  rural 
buildings  are  left  wholly  unprotected,  occasional  pilfering  takes 
place. 

The  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  police  during  the 
year  was  10,436,  an  increjiae  of  4,167  over  the  number  reported 
in  1900.  Of  the  above,  835  were  against  the  person,  19  ag^nst 
the  good  order  of  families,  579  oifences  against  property,  and 
9,003  other  offences. 

The  increase  in  the  total  number  of  offences  is  due  to  the 
enforcement  of  several  new  laws,  and  principally  of  the  new 
vehicle  and  vehicular  traffic  Ordinance,  of  bye-laws  to  regulate 
the  market,  prostitutes,  mendicants,  scavengers,  Ac,  which  give 
rise  to  numeroua  proceedings  in  the  Police  Court  for  contra- 
ventions. The  number  of  offences  in  1900,  exclusive  of  crimes 
against  the  person  and  property,  was  5,020,  as  against  9,003  in 
1901.  The  difference  consequently  is  principally  due  to  contra- 
ventions attributable  to  new  Ordinances  and  to  increased  vigil- 
ance in  tlip  enforcement  of  the  law  in  general. 

The  number  of  persons  brought  before  the  Magistrates'  Court 
by  arrest,  warrant,  or  summons,  for  offences,  was  11,536,  as 
compared  with  9,810  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  10,556 
were  summarily   convicted,    188  committed   for  trial    in    the 
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Buperior  Courts,  and  792  were  discharged  on  the  cases  against     ] 

them  falling  through  for  want  of  prosecution. 

The  summary  convictions  were  for  the  following  offences:  — 
Against  the  person  ...         ...         ...  -.     904 

Against  the  good  order  of  families  18 

Against  property  607 

For  other  ofiences  ...         9,027 

In  the  Superior  Courts  the  number  of  persona  committed  for 
trial  was  183,  of  whom  56  were  acquitted,  and  132  were  con- 
victed of  various  offences,  viz.,  1  for  manslaughter,  '6  for  attempt 
at  murder,  1  child  murder,  1  concealment  of  birth,  b'6  other 
ofEences  against  the  person,  1  for  malicious  injury  to  property, 
3  robbery  with  violence,  28  other  offences  against  property,  17 
offences  against  the  good  order  of  families,  4  false  evidence,  and 
20  for  miscellaneous  offences. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  in  regard  to  serious  crime,  the  above 
compares  favourably  with  the  previous  year,  when  there  were 
four  convictions  out  of  seven  caaes  for  murder. 

FBlSOlfS. 
There  are  three  prisons  in  the  Colony :  (a)  at  Corradino  Hill, 
(b)  in  Valletta,  attached  to  the  Police  DejMirtment,  and  (c)  in 
Qozo. 

The  Corradino  Prison  is  on  the  mixed  celliilar  system,  as 
regards  criminal  wards,  and  it  has  254  separate  cells  and  6 
wards ;  the  Valletta  Prison,  which  has  only  6  available  cells,  is 
not  on  a  separate  system,  and  no  effectual  separation  can,  as 
a  rule,  be  enforced,  in  consequence  of  the  premises  being  defec- 
tive, and  not  suitable  for  reconstruction.  They  are  intended 
for  the  temporary  detention  (a)  of  prisoners  sentenced  during 
the  day  until  their  removal  to  the  Corradino  Prison  in  the 
afternoon,  (J)  of  those  arrested  late  in  the  evening  or  by  night, 
and  (e)  of  prisoners  escorted  from  the  Corradino  Prison  early 
in  the  morning  to  stand  their  trial.  It  is  advisable  that  the 
Courts  of  Justice,  with  suitable  prisons,  should  be  reconstructed 
on  suitable  plans,  and  in  a  central  but  more  quiet  part  of 
Valletta. 

The  Gozo  Prison  has  four  cells  and  three  wards,  two  of  which 
have  exercise  yards  attached. 

The  total  number  of  persons  committed  to  prison  in  1901 
was  6,036,  of  whom  4,040  were  men,  228  women,  and  768 
juveniles,  as  against  4,685  men,  344  women,  and  1,010  juveniles 
in  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  5  were  committed  for  debt, 
2,498  for  safe  custody  pending  trial  or  for  want  of  bail,  and 
2,5'{3  for  purposes  of  penal  imprisonment. 

2,905  were  committed  for  the  first  time,  860  for  the  second, 
and  1. 11^  had  been  convicted  more  than  three  times. 

1903B  0  S 
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The  number  of  persons  committed   to  penal  impriaonmen.t, 
including  hard  labour,  was  as  follaws:  — 
6  for  five  years  or  more. 
37  for  one  year  or  more. 

79  for  more  than  three  months  and  less  than  one  year. 
4,787  for  three  months  or  less. 

The  daily  average  in  the  prisons  was  241,  as  against  246  in 
1900.  The  health  of  the  prison  was  good,  the  daily  average 
on  the  sick  list  having  been  four,  two  were  treated  in  the 
hospital :  only  one  death,  from  old  age,  occurred  during  the 
year. 

The  punishments  inflicted  were :  — 

Solitary  confinement  on  bread  and  water  ...         ...     41 

Dark  cell  on  bread  and  water        1 

Redaction  from  class  23 

Admonished  66 

Total     130 

The  earnings  of  prisoners  from  industrial  and  remunerative 
work  amounted  to  £980.  The  labour  is  applied  in  building, 
stone- cutting,  carpentering,  glazing,  shoe-making,  painting, 
white-washing,  tailoring,  basket,  mat,  and  broom-making, 
gardening,  and  in  field  labour. 

The  total  cost  o£  the  prisons  in  1901  was  £4,634  19*.  6rf.,  of 
which  £1,710  4*.  Qd.  was  "  personal  emoluments,"  and 
£2,924  lbs.  "other  charges."  Of  the  above,  £261,  expended 
in  the  maintenance  of  consular,  naval,  and  military  prisoners, 
were  recouped,  leaving  £4,113  19s.  fid.  as  the  net  expenditure 
of  the   prisons   for   the  year. 

Religious  services  are  regularly  performed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  prisoners  by  a  Rom-m  Catholic  chaplain,  and  by  visiting 
chaplains  for  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  Presbyterians, 
and  Wesleyans. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  construct  a  ward  for  prisonera 
suffering  from  contagious  diseases. 


LIFE  STATISTICS. 

PorULATION. 


The  population  of  these  Islands  for  1901  is  estimated  at 
188,141,  or  an  increase  of  4,462  on  the  estimated  population  of 
1900.  This  estimate  is  calculated  by  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  and  of  arrivals  over  departures  since  Slst  March,  1901, 
on  which  date  the  Census  of  the  whole  population  waa  taken. 
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The  civil  popnlatioii  on  GenauB  day  was  relumed  ae  184,742 
<91,994  males  and  92,748  females). 

l^e  increase  of  population,  therefore,  from  Slet  Harch  to 
Slst  December,  1901,  has  been  3,399,  from  which,  however, 
should  be  deducted  1,650  persons  belonging  to  military  families, 
leaving,  therefore,  a  net  increase  of  the  civil  population  of 
1,749. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  7,140. 
This  is  equal  to  a  general  birth-rate  of  38  per  1,000,  which  is 
the  same  rate  of  the  previous  year. 

The  deaths  recorded  numbered  4,677,  or  24-86  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  as  compared  with  2761  in  1900. 

The  number  of  marriages  was  1,226,  or  &7  more  than  in 
1900. 

Public  Health. 

The  general  state  of  the  public  health  wae  good.  The 
percentage  of  deaths  under  five  years  to  total  deaths  is  4993. 
There  were  291  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  or  6*1  per  cent,  to 
total  deaths. 

The  death-rate  in  the  urban  zone  (the  fortified  towns),  which 
is  drained,  was,  for  the  year,  2475.  The  death-rate  for  the 
suburban  undrained  zone  was  26'43,  and  that  for  the  rural  area 
was  24-27. 

Sanitation. 

From  September,  diphtheria  prevailed  in  an  epidemic  form 
in  both  Islands.  92  cases  were  reported  in  Malta  and  80  in 
Gozo.  The  mortality  in  Malta  was  50  per  cent.,  whilst  in 
Gozo  only  six  cases  out  of  80  ended  fatally.  This  result  is 
attributed  to  the  use  of  the  "  anti-diphtheric  serum." 

Thirteen  cases  of  small-pox  occurred  during  the  year,  besides 
seven  cases  landed  from  ships. 

There  has  likewise  been  an  epidemic  of  anthrax  among  cattle. 
49  carcases  of  dead  animals  were  dia^oaed  as  cases  of  anthrax. 

Climate. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  24-828  inches. 

The  following  meteorological  return  for  1901  shows  the  pre- 
vailing temperature  for  each  month  of  the  year,  the  rainfall,  and 
^neral  direction  of  wind :  — 
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POSTAL,  TELEGEAPH,  AKD  TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 

A. — Post  Office. 

The  general  resnlte  of  the  Post  OfiBce  Department  in  1901 
are  very  satisfactory,  from  a  businesB,  as  well  as  from  a 
financial  point  of  view.  The  receipts,  in  fact,  amounted  to 
£17,166  13s.  3d.,  and  the  ^penditm-e  being  £14,673  13s.  lOd., 
a  net  profit  of  £2,482  19j.  bd.  has  been  realized  on  the  postal 
transactions.  This  is  due  partly  to  a  decrease  in  the  expendi- 
ture as  compared  with  that  of  1900,  but  chiefly  to  the  recovery 
from  the  efecta  of  the  adoption  of  the  penny  postage  in  1899. 
All  classes,  in  fact,  of  mail  matter  dealt  with  during  the  year 
under  review  show  an  increase,  which  is  greatest  in  the  case  of 
postcards,  piincipally  due,  as  already  explained  in  previous 
reports,  to  the  ever-increasing  exchange  <of  illustrated  private 
postcards  (11'66  per  cent,  over  that  of  1900)  now  forming  another 
subject  for  the  attention  of  collectors. 

The  transactions  of  the  parcel  post  during  the  year  also  ex- 
ceeded by  6'95  per  cent,  those  of  the  preceding  year,  the  total 
number  of  parcels  received  and  despatched  having  been  62,739, 
as  against  58,663  in  1900. 

It  is  also  gratifying  to  note  the  important  increase  in  the 
revenue  of  £1,936  14j.  lid.  over  the  receipts  of  the  previous 
year. 

The  following  comparative  statements  show  the  revenue  and 
cost  of  the  Post  Office  a,nd  the  mail  matter  dealt  with  in  1901,  as 
compared  with  those  of  1900 :  — 


BeTenne. 

1900. 

1901. 

Increase. 

1900. 

1901. 

iw^ 

£      $.d. 
16,219  18  4 

17,156  IS    3 

£     ».  d 
1,936  14  11 

£      f.  d 
14,730    1    1 

£      1.  d 
14,673  1310 

£     H.    d. 

56    7    3 

PARTICaLARS   OF   MaIL   MaTTER. 


Articles. 

Increase  (+)  or 

Decrease  (-) 

per  cent. 

1900. 

1901. 

Lettere       

Post  Oirdt 

Printed  Matter    ... 
Pan»)  Poat 

3,441,237 

195,637 

2,023,600 

58,663 

3,S75,013 
218,462 

2,064,689 
62,739 

+    3-89 
+  11-66 
+    1-bi 
+    6-95 

Totals        ... 

5,719,137 

5,910,893 
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B. — TSLBOBAPHB. 

The  ialaad  tele^rafdi  system  in  the  Islimd  is  the  property  of 
the  military  aathoritiee.  The  foreign  cables  belong  entirely  to 
the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company. 

Proposals  have  been  made  to  connect  Malta  with  Sicily  by 
wireless  telegraphy. 

C. — Tblbphoites. 

The  Qovemor'e  Palacee,  all  Govemment  Departments,  Chari- 
table Institutions,  and  Police  Stations  are  connected  by  a 
telephone  seiriee,  conducted  by  private  enterprise ;  the  mileage 
is  4391. 

The  Bailway  Department  has  a  separate  line  oonneoting  all 
the  stations,  and  ^e  Island  of  Goso  can  be  commnnicated 
with  from  the  Auberge  de  Castille  through  the  military  telei^one 
and  signal  system. 

It  appears  adviHable  that  the  facilities  for  switching  on  from 
one  system  to  the  other  should  be  developed,  and  that  the 
Government  should  extend  its  own  lines  as  rapidly  as  possible 
and  adopt  the  military  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  lines  and 
plant  in  use. 


MILITARY  FORCES  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

■A. — Rbgulae  Fobces. 

The  expenditure  for  the  np-keep  of  the  Regular  Forces  in  this 
command,  including  the  Royal  Malta  Artillery,  is  borne  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  and,  in  1901,  it  amounted  to 
£637,318  19».  4d.  The  only  contribution  paid  by  this  Island 
towards  military  defence  is  tiiat  fixed  by  Letters  Patent  of  1887, 
viz.,  f  5,000. 

B. — Militia. 
The  militia,  which  is  regulated  by  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1901 
<whicfa  consolidatea  the  previous  Ordinances  on  the  subject), 
is  composed  of  two  battolions  of  infantry  and  one  company 
Royal  Engineers'  submarine  miners,  forming  an  establishment 
of  1,131  officers,  non-commissioned  ofBcers,  and  men,  each 
infantry  battalion,  and  62  non-commissioned  officers  and  m*n, 
Royal  Engineers'  submarine  minerB. 
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This  force  is  liable  to  be  called  out  for  72  days'  drill  duriug 
the  year,  out  of  which  12  days  in  camp  for  the  Royal  Malta 
Regiment,  and  120  days'  training  for  the  Royal  Engineers' 
submarine  miners,  of  whom  18  men  are  permanently  employed. 

The  expenditure  incurred  in  1901  for  the  support  of  the  fcree 
was  £16,809  Ijt.,  of  which  £9,791  8s.  8d.  for  pay,  &c.,  Royal 
Malta  Regiment;  £4,530  13j.  4d.  for  pay,  &c.,  Royal  Malta 
Regiment  permanent  staff;  £1,269  6j.  IQd.  for  pay,  &c..  Royal 
Engineers'  submarine  miners,  and  £218  3j.  9d.  for  stafi  of 
the  Esme. 

('. — VOLUNTBEBS. 
,      (None.) 


D. — Constabulary. 
(None.) 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  year  1901  may  be  considered  to  have  been  prosperous, 
especially  for  the  working  classes,  who  form  the  bulk  of  this 
community.  Owing  to  important  works  undertaken  by  the 
Local  Government  for  the  extension  of  the  drainage  and  for  the 
increase  of  the  water  supply;  by  the  military  authorities  in 
connection  with  the  scheme  of  defence,  such  as  the  opening  of 
new  roads  and  the  erection  of  additional  barrack  accommoda- 
tion ;  and  by  the  naval  authorities  for  the  construction  of  two 
large  docks  in  the  French  Creek,— the  demand  for  labour  was 
in  excess  of  the  supply,  hence  wages  rose.  Compared  with  five 
years  ago,  an  ordinary  labourer  can  at  present  earn  from  1*.  8d. 
to  2s.  Gd.,  against  Is.  iid.  to  2j.  2d.  in  1897,  and  skilled  labour 
commands  from  3j.  to  4*.  Qd.  a  day,  against  Us.  to  3j.  id.,  whilst 
fitters'  wages  range  between  is.  and  6s.  Qd.,  against  3j.  Gd.  to  6s. 
in  1897.  This  increase  in  the  value  of  labour  has  caused  a  change 
in  the  economic  conditions  of  the  tbrifty  workmen  of  Malta, 
whose  life  is  evidently  easy  and  oontented.  The  effect  of  this 
prosperity  is  noticed  not  only  in  the  statistics  of  the' Savings 
Bank,  in  which  the  yearly  deposits  have  risen  from  £99  113 
in  1897  to  £120,109  in  1901,  but  also  in  the  increase  of  marriages, 
in  the  large  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  and  in  the  visible  signs 
of  comfort  and  cheerfulness  observed  in  this  class  of  th" 
population. 
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The  total  expenditure  incurred  by  the  GoTerument  of  Malta 
in  public  worka,  in  the  year  under  review,  amounted  to  £101,849, 
of  which  £53,328  was  for  annually  recurrent  works,  and  £48,521 
for  works  of  an  extraordinary  nature.  Among  the  latter,  the 
most  important  are  the  following :  — 


1.  New  drainage  works 24,423 

2.  ,           Do.          (flushing  drains  by  sea  water)  4,833 

3.  Towards  improving  drainage' works          ...  1,997 

4.  Kemodelling  and  constructing  roads,  streets, 

and  moles,  and  up-keep  of  the  same  . . ,  26,051 

5.  Water-works             4,770 

6.  Kenewing  roof  of  the  Palace  armoury       ...  2,414 

7.  Towards  erection  of  a  school  at  Sliema  (cost 

of  site)      2,500 

8.  Towards  the  construction  of  an  electric  light 

workship              ...         ...         ...         ...  580 

9.  Improving  buildings  of  the  charitable  insti- 

tutions                    2,757 

10.  Improving  public  buildings,  palaces,  ofiBces, 

stores,  and  gardens        12,808 

11,  Improving  property  yielding  rent  ...         ...  4,534 

Railway. 

The  railway,  which  is  administered  by  Government  officials, 
continues    to   do   its    useful    work    without   being    a    burden 
on  the  public  revenue,  all  improvements  on  the  same  and  all 
renewals  being  defrayed  out  of  the  profits  realized  after  deduct- 
ing interest  on  capital  and  working  expenses. 

The  gross  earnings  for  the  year  amount«d  to  £8,226  IQs.  l^d., 
as   compared  with   £7,735    9j.    7^d.    in  190O,  an   inorease  of 
£491    9s.    Qid. ;      and    the    working    expenses    having    been 
£5,922 12s.  bd.,  against  £6,159  8*.  3d.,  a  profit  of  £2,304  Qs.  Sjrf. 
was  left,  as  against  £1,576  Is.  iid.  in  190O. 

The  above  profits  were  disposed  of  as  follows :  — 

Interest  on  capital  expended      ...         ...  £1,118     3     1 

Fitting  carriages  and  locomotives  with 

flexible  bufiers  498  13  10 

Providing  copper  firebox  and  brass  tubes 

for  locomotives  129  14    8 

Fitting  engine  No.  5  with  a  four-wheeled 

bogie  389  12  11 

The  technical  school  attached  to  the  Railway  Department  has 
also  been  enlarged  to  afford  further  accommodation   for  the 
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admission  of  additional  apprentices,  and  more  room  lor  loco- 
motiTB  repairs.  The  number  of  apprentices  trained  in  the 
school  was  23  daring^  the  year,  of  whom  four  were  employed 
in  His  Majesty's  Dockyard  and  one  on  His  Majeaty's  Hospital 
Ship  "  Maine." 

Out  of  the  profits  of  the  railway,  the  following  improvements 
are  to  be  gradually  effected  as  the  funds  will  permit,  viz., 
additional  accommodation  at  the  Attard  .  and  Birchircara 
Stations;  heavier  rails  relaid  on  a  portion  of  the  line  each 
year;  level  crossings  bridged  over,  or  under,  and  the  addition 
of  another  locomotive  engine  and  more  carriages. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  progress  of  the  railway 
since  the  year  in  which  it  was  restarted  as  a  Government  concern 
on  co-operative  principles :  — 


— 

1893. 

1900. 

1901 

1.  Capital  expended  for  the 
©qnipment  of  the  rail- 

£        1.  d. 
14,653    8    8 

£        s.  d. 

39,213  19    9 

£        ».  d 
39.363  17    0 

2.  Grow  revenue 

4,859    9    1 

7,735    9    7i 

8,226  19     If 

S.  Working  ezpenaes 

3,862  18    1 

6,169    8    3 

5,922  12    6 

4.  Profit  on  working 

966  11    0 

1,576    1    4} 

2,304    6    e( 

5.  Number  of  passengers... 

626,912 

1,081,471     ■ 

810,263 

.      .. 

The  principal  events  of  political  importance  in  1901,  as  testi- 
fying to  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  this  community  to  the 
Throne  of  England,  are  those  connected  with  the  lamented 
death  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  the  accession  of  His 
Majesty  the  King,  and  with  the  viait  to  these  Islands  of  Their 
B)oyal  Highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Cornwall  and 
York. 

The  sad  news  of  Her  Majesty's  death,  though  not  unexpected 
after  the  announcement  of  her  serious  illness,  was  a  shock  to 
this  loyal  population,  who  associated  her  personality  with  every 
idea  of  power,  justice,  and  humanity.  On  that  melancholy 
occasion  deep  sympathy  was  expressed  with  His  Majesty  and 
the  Royal  Family  by  the  Civil,  Kaval,  Military,  and  Ecclesias- 
tical Authorities,  and  by  all  the  constituted  bodies  in  the  Island, 
in  the  name  of  the  population. 

The  ceremony  of  proclaiming  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty 
King  Edward  A'll.  Liege  Lord  and  Sovereign  in  and  over  the 
Island  of  Malta  and  its  dependencies  took  place  on  the  28th  .Tanu- 
ary,  1901.     The  Proclamation  was  published  at  the  Palace  in 
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Valletta  before  a  select  assemblage,  and  was  signed  by  His 
Excellency  the  G-overnor,  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  Bishop  of 
Malta,  Rear  Admiral  Sir  John  Arbuthnot  Fisher,  K.C.B.,  Lord 
Conffleton,  C.B.,  Chief  Justice  Sir  Joseph  Carbone,  K.C.M.G., 
Sir  Gerald  Strickland,  K.C.M.G.,  Chief  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment, Dr.  Portunato  Mizzi,  representing  the  Elected  Members, 
Baron  TTgo  Testaferrata  Abela, representing  the  Maltese  Nobility, 
Dr.  Giovanni  Messina,  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  Dr.  Oreste  Grech  Mifsud,  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Advocates, 

The  visit  of  Their  Boyal  Highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Cornwall  and  York  to  these  Islands  offered  another  occasion 
to  this  population  for  showing  that  they  are  not  behind  any 
others  in  His  Majesty's  Dominions  in  sharing,  together  with 
the  trials,  the  joys  and  triumphs  of  the  Motherland.  Their 
Royal  Highnesses  arrived  here  on  the  25th  of  March,  and  were 
greeted  by  all  classes  of  the  community  with  a  hearty  welcome 
to  these  shores,  due  honour  and  homage  was  paid  to  them,  and, 
through  them,  loyal  fidelity  and  sincere  devotion  was  expressed 
to  the  Throne,  during  their  short  but  eventful  visit. 

With  reference  to  Colonial  Uegulations,  Nob.  283  and  284, 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  now  given  instructions  for  the 
compilation  and  printing  of  a  satisfactory  inventory  of  the 
Palace  furniture  to  include  the  Palace  Armoury.  It  is  hoped 
that  publicity  will  be  a  lasting  protection  against  the  future 
loss  of  any  of  its  contents.  Owing  to  the  renewal  of  the  roof 
of  the  Palace  Armoury,  the  collection  of  arms  and  armour 
had  to  be  temporarily  shifted  elsewhere,  pending  the  carrying 
out  of  this  work. 

In  the  financial  year  under  review,  orders  were,  by  the 
Imperial  Authorities,  given  to  commence  the  construction  of 
a  breakwater  on  the  Monarch  shoal,  which  had  been  suggested 
in  the  Council  of  Government  as  far  back  as  the  24tb  November, 
1897. 

An  opinion  is  gaining  ground  that  the  climate  of  Malta  has 
somewhat  changed  for  the  better,  that  the  hot  weather  begins 
later  and  ends  earlier,  and  that  rain  falls  at  periods  of  the  year 
which  used  to  be  drier.  This  may  be  due  to  the  Government 
having  adopted  the  policy  of  systematically  planting  a  number 
of  trees  every  year. 

The  investment  of  capital  by  the  local  population  in  building 
small  houses,  flats,  residences,  and  villas,  still  continues. 

The  standard  of  comfort  of  the  people  is  being  rapidly  laised 
owing  to  greater  contact  with  British  subjects  from  other  parts 
of  the  Empire,  promoted  by  the  great  increase  of  the  fleet  and 
garrison.     The  imperial   forces  returned  in  the  Census    were 
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22,088.  The  presence  of  the  garrison  regiments  with  grown-up 
families,  and  the  opportunities  now  enjoyed  by  non-commissioned 
officers,  petty  officen,  and  even  by  stokers  in  the  navy  to  bring 
their  families  out  to  Malta,  are  producing  social  conditions 
under  which  Malta  is  ceasing  to  be  merely  a  dependency,  and 
becoming  a  Colony  in  a  more  proper  sense  of  the  word. 


I  have,  &c., 

Q.  Stkicki^nd, 
Chief  Secretary  to  GoTemmeot. 

His  Excellency 

Sir  F.  W.  Grenfell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G., 
Oorernor  of  Malta, 

&G.,  &G.,  Sx. 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  Hia  Majesty's 
Colonial  FoBseesionB  have  been  iasiied,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  sources  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 


HoDg  Kong 
Sontnem  Nigeria... 
Grenada 


British  Gaiaoa    ... 

Obristmas  Island ... 

British  Holnmon  lalandg 

LagOB        

Bermuda  

St.  Helena 

Sierra  Leone 
I  Oambia 

,  Barlxidoe 

'  BabanuH 

I  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands 

Malta        

Straits  Settlements 

I  Fiji  

;  at.  Lncia 

I  SeychelleR 

Falkland  IslaudB ... 


1899-1900 

1899 
1899^1900 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Snbject. 

, 

GoldCo«t     

2 

A 

Sierra  Leone 

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada           

Emigration, 
aisaf  Industry. 

.<> 

Bahamas        

6 

Bubonic  Plague. 

7 

Mineral  Resources. 

S 

■Western  Pacific        

Bntish  Solomon  Idanda 

9 

Dominica       

10 

Condition  duri^  1897. 
Agriculture  in  Carriacon. 

11 

12 

Angnilln 

Wtal  ttatistica,  1898. 

13 

CooklBlandB 

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas        

Fibre  Induatiy. 

16 

L^ial  Status  of  British  Xorth 
Amecioui  Indiana. 

16 

MiHoellaneous  Colonie* 

Medical  Reports. 

17 

Gilbert  and  EUioe  Islands  ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong 

Report  on  Operations  in  New 
Territory  during  1900. 
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No.  336.  Axo 

BODKIOUSfl,. 

1900.  • 

MAURITIUS  AND  RODRIGUES. 

(Kor  Beport  (or  1SU9,  tet  No.  302.) 


GoTEBKOK  Sni  Chas.  Bbitce  to  Mb.  Chajibeblaut. 

Government  House, 

Mauritius, 

August  19tli,  1901. 

Sm, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Blue  Book 
of  Mauritius  for  the  year  1900,  together  with  the  usual  Beport 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Sir  Grahsm  Bower,  K.C.M.G. 

2.  That  which  is  of  principal  local  or  general  interest  in  the 
record  of  the  year  may  he  hriefly  summarised. 

FmAirciAL. 

3.  The  Revenue  of  the  year  amounted  to  Es.  9,179,976,  and 
the  Expenditure  to  Rs.  8,568,943.  The  Revenue  exceeded  the 
Expeuditure  hy  Ra.  611,032,  and  exceeded  the  Revenue  of  the 
year  1899  by  Rs.  113,661,  notwithstanding  that  an  emergency 
tax,  in  the  shape  of  a  surcharge  of  10  per  cent,  imposed  on 
all  duties  on.  Customs  during  the  year  1899,  ceased  to  be  col- 
lected from  the  1st  January,  1900.  The  surplus  funds  of  the 
Colony  amounted  oa  the  31st  December,  1900,  to  Es.  1,704,424, 
as  compared  with  Ra,  1,077,715  at  the  close  of  the  year  1899, 
and  Rs.  438,866  at  the  close  of  the  year  1898.  This  satisfactory 
position  of  the  Colonial  finances,  administered  since  1897  with 
rigid  economy,  r^ected  the  fortunes  of  the  sugar  industry. 
In  1897  the  export  of  sugar  amounted  to  138,080  tons,  of  the 
declared  value  of  Rs.  22,310,483 ;  in  1898  to  164,549  tons,  of 
the  declared  value  of  Rs.  24,727,688 ;  in  1899  to  164,912  tons,  of 
the  declared  value  of  Es.  23,044,666 ;  and  in  1900  to  174,76fi 
tons,  of  the  declared  value  of  Rs.  28,836,364. 

The  surplus  funds  of  the  Colony  are-  liable  for  a  contingent 
charge  for  renewal  of  railway  plant  and  rolling  stock,  and  it 
has  been  decided  to  appropriate  a  part  of  the  balances  to  harbour 
improvements. 

W76'— 75— 3/1901     Wt  33152    D  *  -S— 5  a  t 
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Hadritiub  Sanitation. 

SoDBiouBs,  *■  Pf'llowing  on  the  series  of  adTerae  citcumBtanceB  which 
1900.  a  few  years  ago  affected  the  Colony,  and  culminated,  in  1898,  in 
— -  an  acute  financial  crisis,  from  the  consequences  of  which  the 
Colony  had  hardly  recovered,  came  a  viBitation  of  plague,  which 
broke  out  early  in  1899,  and  having  attained  its  maximuni 
energy  in  the  month  of  October,  1899,  remained  nearly  dormant 
during  the  months  of  February  to  July,  1900.  In  August, 
however,  a  fresh  outbreak  occurred,  and  continued  to  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  pressure  of  immediate  financial  difficulties 
having  been  happily  overcome,  the  visitation  of  plague,  fol- 
lowed, unfortunately,  by  a  recrudescence  of  malarial  fever,  has 
made  the  question  lA  sanitation  the  first  concern  of  the  Govern- 
ment. During  the  year  1899  various  tentative  measures  of 
legislation  to  meet  emergencies  provoked  by  the  plague  were 
enacted,  and  in  1900  these  measures  were  conaolidatfd  and 
amended  in  accordance  with  the  knowledge  acquired  by  practical 
experience.  The  Sanitation  Consolidating  Ordinance,  1900,  was 
the  principal  act  of  legislation  of  the  year,  and  it  is  mainly 
to  purposes  of  sanitation  that  the  Gtoverament  is  devoting  all 
the  resources  made  available  by  the  improved  financial  poaitioit 
of  the  Colony,  so  far  as  they  can  prudently  be  disposed  of. 
In  accordance  with  the  recent  discoveriea  of  scientific  enquiry 
into  the  agencies  of  the  propagation  of  disease,  particular  atten- 
tion ia  now  being  devoted^  to  the  measures  best  adapted  to 
'combat  the  propagatiou  of  plague  by  rats,  and  of  malaria  by 
mosquitoes. 

Trade. 

5.  The  natural  consequence  of  the  abundant  sugar  crops  cxf 
the  last  two  years  haa  been  that  the  trade  returns  for  1900 
show  an  increase  in  the  aggregate,  as  compared  with  1899,  both 
in  the  value  of  exports  and  imports.  The  declared  value  of 
the  produce  and  manufactures  of  the  Colony  exported  in  1900 
was  Ks.  30,982,673,  against  a  declared  value  of  Ks.  24,440,609 
in  1899.  The  value  of  imports  for  1900,  compared  with  1899,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table :  — 


-'■ 

1899, 

1900. 

Incresse. 

D«.r^«,. 

Live  animals,  (ood,  drink, 

and  narcotics. 
Eawmaterial       

Manufacture  and   miitoel- 

Inneous  artieles. 
Coin,  bullion,  and  epeeie... 

Rs. 
1 1,91 '.1,260 

1,011,947 

6,165,006 

1,092,898 

10,186,061 

787,508 
7,302,791 

i,m,m 

1,187,785 
5,441,520 

iU. 
1,733,199 

2-24.4iJ9 

- 

20,189,111     22,810.778  I  4,679,305  '  1,957,638 
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The    decreAsed    value  ot  imports   under  the  ihead  of  Live   3£adritiii8 
Animals,  Food,  Drink,  and  Nttrcoiics  is  chiefly  due  to  a  decrease         ahd 
of  20,896,222  kiloa.  of  rice,  of  the  declared  value  of  Rs.  1.872,104,  ^J"^™"' 
as  compared  with  1899.     This  was  the  consequence  of  the  rice  ,,,' 

supply  having  been  allowed  to  run  very  shorir  during  the  last 
months  of  the  year ;  and  the  imports  of  the  current  year  will 
show  a' corresponding  increase.  The  importation  of  live  animals 
has  been  serionaly  affected  by  the  diminished  imports  of  cattle 
from  Madagascar,  hitherto  our  main  source  of  supply.  Arrange- 
ments for  the  establishment  of  cold  storage  to  insure  the  regular 
supply  of  meat  have  been  for  some  time  under  consideration, 
and  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  very  shortly  completed.  The  trade 
relations  hietween  this  Colony  and  Madagascai'  and  Eeunion 
have  of  late  been  seriously  disturbed.  To  the  difficulties  opposed 
to  the  trade  of  Mauritius  by  the  protective  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Madagascar,  the  epidemic  of  plague  has  added  3  fresh 
obstruction,  and  Madagascar  ports  are  practioally  closed  to  our 
local  produce.  An  outbreak  of  cattle  plague  in  Reunion  has 
reduced  our  imports  from  that  Oolony. 

Pblson  Population. 
G,  In  the  year  1898  I  had  occasion  to  inform  you  of  the  grave 
anxiety  I  entertained  respecting  the  enormous  prison  population 
of  the  Colony,  and  especially  the  prisoners  convicted  by  the 
Stipendiary  Courts  under  the  provisions  of  the  labour  laws. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  satisfaction  that  I  extract  the  following 
figures  from  the  prison  statistics  for  the  year :  — 

Convicted  Prisoxerb  received  from  the  diitfbrent 
Courts. 


Tear. 

Supremo 
Court. 

District 

and 

Police 

Courts. 

SlipeDdiary 
CoortB. 

Other 
CoDfte. 

Total. 

189G 

-26 

4,131 

2,282 

G4 

6,503 

181*7 

42 

4,872 

2,905 

35 

7,754 

1898  ...        ... 

50 

4,843 

3,069 

24 

7,996. 

1899 

21 

3,247 

2,202 

13 

5,486 

1900 

20 

3,011 

1,816 

48 

4,895 

I  regret,  however,  to  have  to  add  that  the  prisons  have  sup- 
plied a  new  source  of  anxiety  in  a  large  increase  of  sickness- 
end  mortally.  This  is  forming  the  subject  of  an  exhaiistiTe 
enquiry. 

9878  A  :i 
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Population. 

7.  The  summary  results  of  the  recent  census  show  the  popula- 
tion to  be  as  foUowB :  — 

PopnlRtion. 

1491. 

1901. 

OenenI      

114/68 

118,904 

Indo-Maiuitian    ... 

156,591 

190,027 

Other  Indians       ... 
Total    

99,329 

71,109 

370^ 

380.040 

The  transition  of  properfy  into  the  lurnds  of  tlie  Indian 
population,  to  which  I  have  often  invited  attention,  is  steadily 
pix^ressing.  During  the  year  1900  they  acquired  real  pro- 
perty to  the  value  of  Us.  1,980,413,  including  property  to  the 
value  of  Ea.  368,222  in  the  towo  of  Port  Louis  and  Rs.  I,fi22,191 
in  the  country  districts.  During  the  (|uinquennial  period 
1896  to  1900  inclusivQ  they  acquired  real  property  to  the  value 
-of  Rs.  9,084,490,  including  property  to  the  value  of  Rs.  1,705,369 
in  Port  Louia  and  Rs.  7,379,121  in  the  country  districts.  The 
Protector  of  Immigranta  eBtimateB  the  value  of  the  real  pro- 
perty acquired  by  Indians  aince  the  year  1864  at  Rs.  24,159,945, 
of  which  amount  sales  to  the  value  of  Rs.  8,519,676  were  regis- 
tered during  the  period  1888  to  1894  and  Rs.  10,297,609  during 
the  period  1895  to  1900.  In  addition  to  their  large  investments 
in  real  property,  the  Indian  population  held  deposits  in  the 
Savings  Bank,  at  the  end  of  l^e  year  1900,  to  the  amount  of 
Rs.  1,363,708,  an  increase  of  Rs.  65,740  over  tbe  deposits  held 
^y  them  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1899. 


I  haTe,  &c., 


Chas.  Bkoce, 

Oov9mor. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  MATTRITIUS  ELITE  BOOK  FOR      Maitrithib 
THE  TEAR  1900.  Bool^Gt™. 

1900. 

I^FTNANCIAL. 

The  following  is  a  Comparative  Statement  of   the  heads  of 
Revenne  for  tlie  yean  1899-1900 ;  — 


HeadB  of  Bevenae. 

1899. 

1900. 

Increoae. 

Deorease. 

Cnstoms            

Re. 

3,465,082.58 

Sa. 
3,399,614.96 

Be. 

Bb. 

65,567.62 

Port,    harbonr,    wharf, 
ind  ligtathoase  does. 

193,026.90 

191,145.52 

- 

1,881.38 

2,505,974.39 

2,672,069.43 

166,086.04 

— 

Fees  of  court  or  office, 
pajweuta  for  specific 

202,705.82 

215,276.64 

12,571.32 

" 

Post    Offiw  and    tele- 

134,403.25 

114,660.85 

- 

19,74240 

Governmeat  railmya... 

l,d76,302.95 

1,995,016.67 

118,712.92 

- 

Rent    of    Oovemment 
property. 

56,896.4rt 

54,769.75 

- 

2.125.71 

Interest 

539,429.46 

484,875.75 

- 

54,553.71 

HisoellaneouB  reoeipta 

90,165.64 

51,054.77 

- 

39,110.87 

Land  Mies       

2,327.44 

1,601.76 

_ 

725,68 

Total 

9,066,319.39 

9,179,976.30    297,369.28 

183,707.37 



...      l»-3,70 

7.37 

The  reoeipta  of  1900  show  an  inoreaae  un  1899  of  Ra.  1 13,661.91 


The  increaseB  in  the  foregoing  table  are  mainly  dun  to  in- 
creased prosperity  dne  to  a  good  sugar  crop,  llie  decreases 
are,  in  respect  to  the  largest  item.  Customs,  due  to  reduced 
taxation  on  imports. 
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MAtmiTlDS 
BODRiaOIB, 


EXPBNDITCRB. 


1900.  The  following  is  a  Comparative  Statemeat  of  the  Expenditure 

^—        for  the  years  1899-1900 :— 


Heoda  of  Serrioe. 

1899. 

1900. 

DaoreaM. 

Public  debt       

Ba. 
837,232.30 

Bi. 

83«,879J)2 

B^ 

Ba. 

363.28 

PanrioM           

463,872.46 

459,486.47 

- 

4,385.98 

(Jovemot  aad    L^ida- 

tnra. 
Colonial  Secretary      ... 

70,043.45 
65,652.75 

69,327.52 
61,382.34 

— 

716.93 
4,270.41 

ReoeiTer-Oeoeral 

140,326.06 

135.802.86 

- 

4,522.17 

Auditor-General 

54,769.90 

64.948.16 

178.26 

- 

Cnstoms           

213,325.04 

217,300.62 

8,976.58 

- 

Port  and  marine 

177,060.53 

256,272.25 

79.211.72 

- 

Observatory      

19,450.58 

19,422.07 

- 

■28.61 

MuMum 

4,874.12 

4,664.55 

- 

209.67 

Kegistrar-Oen«ral 

19,291.61 

19,054.67 

- 

237.04 

BeoeiTer    of    Regiatra- 

tioaDnea. 
Poet  Office        

56,281.54 
174,413.37 

56,315.22 
134,208.67 

1,033.68 

40,204.70 

Woods  and  foreste      ... 

116,273.81 

117,873.86 

1,600.05 

- 

Jadicisi  Department*... 

469,870.64 

479,463.67 

9,693.03 

- 

Eccleaiactical    ... 

143,460.91 

150,567.65 

7.106.74 

- 

Education          

478,496.26 

481,663.72 

3,157.46 

- 

MedinJ     and      Hmlth 
Quarantine       

608,969.01 

662,892.46 

43,923.45 

- 

616,672.09 

23,517.98 

- 

592,154.11 

190,343.52 

167,697.65 

- 

22,646.87 

Police     

644,278.67 

547,919.97 

3,641.30 

_ 

Prisons 

136,871.34 

145,634.15 

8,762.81 

- 

32,641.00 

33,901  J3 

1,260.33 

- 

Immigration     

119,066.36 

127,908.18 

8,842.82 

- 

Cattud  f onreid  ... 

6,761,535.30 

5,254,094.96 

172,287.23 

669,727.57 
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ExFBH  DITUBB — continued. 


Hewlaof  Servioe. 

1899. 

1900. 

Incseaae. 

Dmtmh. 

Brooght  forward... 

Ba. 

6,751,686.30 

Ba. 

5,2&4,094.% 

Be. 

172,287.23 

Ba. 

6«9,7«ii7 

41,226.64 

41,279.71 

64.17 

- 

Crown  Agenta 

4,680.74 

8,764.24 

4,083.50 

- 

Writers  and  oopjista  ... 

5,263.89 

5,057.63 

- 

196.26 

Tmnaport         

3,190.01 

4,849.69 

1,669.68 

- 

331,704.28 

360,213.91 

19,609.63 

- 

16,969^ 

15,2%.  13 

- 

673.23 

Intereat  and  ezotiaage... 

186,198.07 

198,712.92 

18,614.86 

- 

Hifitarj  oontribntion  ... 

388,606.91 

476,298.91 

87,692.00 

- 

Railways          

1,264,133.69 

1,386,080.27 

130,946.68 

- 

SarTe7or.^iieTal 

67,978.22 
249,105.48 
26,842.00 

68,707.29 
274,336.14 
58,376.78 

729<I7 
26,229.66 
32,033.78 

- 

ditto       (ertraor- 
dinary) 

_ 

14,337.71 

16,022.68 

684.97 

- 

Mare-aui-Vacoas  Wnter 

Works. 
Drainage  works 

47,936.21 
30,029.69 

44,907.10 
28,267.67 

: 

3,029.11 
1,772.02 

Secret  Servioe 

- 

10,660.00 

io,66aoo 

- 

- 

339.039.88 

'139,039.88 

- 

Total 

8,407,227.10 

8,668,943.91 

837,116.00 

675,398.19 

The  main  increaseB  are  due  to  the  purchase  of  a  new  steam 
tug,  and  to  Uie  e^>enditare  on  railway  material  and  main- 
tenance. 

The  railways  of  the  Colony,  which  have  necessarily  been 
starved  during  the  years  of  financial  distress,  claimed  the  first 
attention  as  soon  as  the  finances  permitted  the  disbnrsemeat 
of  the  necessary  expenditure.     They  cannot  yet  be  said  to  be  in  a 

■completely  satisfactoiy  condition,  but  when  all  outstanding  in- 
dents have  been  executed  they  will  be  in  an  efficient  condition 

-«Bd  abll  to  deal  with  the  increasing  traffic. 
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It  IB,  unforttmately,  the  fact  that  whilst  the  ReTenues  ot 
the  Colony  fluctuate  with  the  prosperily  or  advereity  ol  the- 
Coloi^,  the  Expenditure  cannot  be  so  easily  adapted  to  the-- 
financiat  resourcea  of  the  moment.  The  charges  for  Debt,  Pen- 
nosu,  Salariei,  &c.,  are  peftnanent,  and  those  for  Poor  Law 
S^ef  aotually  inorease  in  the  lean  years. 

It  must  be  remembered  also  that  in  Mauritius  the  Govern- 
ment undertakes  many  duties  which  in  other  countries  are  dis- 
charged by  private  persons  or  Corporations.  The  tendency  ia 
fact  is  to  throw  more  and  more  reaponBibilitiea  on  the  Govern- 
ment, which,  whilst  it  has  always  been  of  the  French  central- 
ised type,  is  steadily  being  pressed  to  undertake  duties  whichr 
go  beyond  the  proper  scope  of  the  Napoleonic  system  and  trench 
on  the  principles  of  collectiviat  socialism. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  whether  this  tendency  is 
wise  or  unwise,  whether  it  is  or  is  not  beneficial  to  the  character  - 
of  a  people,  that  Municipalities,  parents,  and  householders  should 
shift  their  responsibilities  on  to  the  State.  But  it  is  at  all 
event*  evident  that  the  State  cannot  undertake  to  discharge 
those  responsibilities  unless  it  husbands  the  surpluses  of  good 
years  to  meet  the  liabilities  of  bad  years. 

Position  of  the  Colony  at  the  dose  of  the  year  1900. 

At  the  close  ci  the  year  1899  the  balance 

in  favour  of  the  Treasury  was Rs.  1,077,716 

At  the  close  of  1900  it  was  1,704,424 


Showing  an  increase,  in  1900,  of 


626,709 


The  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the  Colony,  and  the  Treasury 
balanceB  of  the  previous  five  yews,  at  the  close  of  each  year, 
were  as  follows: — 


T«M. 

HeTenne. 

Eipenditnre. 

TreuDiv 
Balimeet 

1896 

Bs. 

8,273,622 

Re. 

8,488,736 

Bs. 
1,264,403 

1896 

8,649,181 

8,544,736 

1,486,667 

1897 

7,996,705 

8,626,798 

899,336 

1898 

7,620,318 

8,131,465 

438,866 

1899 

Total      

Avenge... 

9,066,3  U 

8,406,927 

1,077,715 

41.806,140 

42,197,9(i2 

6,166,877 

8,361,228 

8,439,692 

1,033,376 
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The  Berenue  of  1900,  compared  with  1899,  MAtnirrnis 

■BhowB   an  incraaee   of Ra-  113,661  ^^^^^ 

The  principal    increases    in    1900    being  on  Eailways  and        1900. 

Excise  duties,   and  the  principal  decreases  on   CnstoniB,  Post       

Office,  Telegraphs,  Interest,  and  Miscellaneous  Receipte. 

The  Expenditure  of  the  year  1900  was  in  excesB  of  that  of 
1899  by  Rfl.  161,710.  The  principal  items  erf  ordinary  Expen- 
diture affected  hy  tie  increaie  being  item  32,  Military  Contri- 
bntion,  and  item  33,  Railways. 

"Hie  plague  expenditure  of  the  year  showed  a  decrease  of 
Bb.  223,373.65  as  compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Tn  1899  it  was     Bb.  562,413.53 

In  1900  it  was      339,039.88 


Decrease     223,373,66 


Fmn  the  above  return,  for  the  five  years  preceding  1900,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  Bevenue  realized  in  1900  is  the  Wgeftt, 
it  is  also  the  largest  since  1882,  when  it  was  Bs.  9,551.6^6 ; 
this  is  due  to  the  large  crops  realized  in  1898  to  1899,  and  1899 
to  1900,  and  1900  to  1901 ;  the  crop  of  1900  to  1901  being  one 
of  the  largest  ever  reaped  in  the  island. 

The  prospects  of  the  coming  year  1901  to  1902  are  favourable, 
owing  to  abundant  rains  having  fallen  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  Though  not  so  good  as  last  crop,  it  is  expected  that,  owing 
to  the  lei^er  extent  of  land  brought  under  cultivation  by  small 
peasant  proprietors,  which  will  be  harvested  this  year,  the 
crop  will  yield  at  leaat  170,000  tona,  and  tlie  estimates  for 
1901-1902  have  been  based  on  that  expectation. 

Taxation. 

The  principal  changes  introduced  in  the  laws  relating  to 
taxation  in  1900  were  as  follows:  — 

1.  The  Branch  Boads  Ordinance  No.  9  of  1900,  by  which 
Ordinance  a  fund  was  creai«d  in  each  district,  exclusive  of 
Fort  Louis  and  townships,  and  placed  under  the  administration 
of  a  District  Board  of  CommissionerB  for  the  making,  altering 
And  repairing  of  branch  roads. 

This  Ordinance  provides  for  a  local  tax  in  each  district  of 
10  per  cent,  to  be  levied  in  each  year  in  each  district,  exclusive 
of  Port  Louis  and  townships,  as  an  addition  to  the  direct  taxes 
on  vdiicles  and  animals. 

This  tax  may,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Branch  Boads 
Boards,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor  in  Executive 
Council,  be  raised  by  additional  percentages  up  to  25  per  cent, 
■of  Buch  direct  taxes. 
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MiOKiTina       2.  Ordinance  No.   16  of  1900,  io  amend  Ordinance  No.  29- 
BosotflCBi,  ^  ^^^^  (Customs  Tariff).     The  principal  changes  were  to  exempt 
1900.       from  Customs  duties  bichloride  of  mercury  and  any  other  sub- 
—        stance  vhen  imported  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  in  the  pre- 
paration of  manures,  or  of  other  Colonial  produce,  or  as  dis- 
infectants which  may.  by  a  Proclamation  of  the  Governor  in 
Executive  Council,  be  declared  to  be  so  exempted. 
To  remove  from  the  list  of  exemptions  "  Bullion." 
To  subject  to  Customs  dues  all  alcoholic  preparations  of  any 
kind  whatsoever  imported  into  the  Colony,  excepting  Eau  de 
Cologne,  other  perfumed  spirits,  and  patent  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations, and    pharmaceutical    alcoholic    preparations,   under 
certain  conditions. 

3.  Ordinance  No.  34  of  1900,  CuBtonis  Tariff  Amendment 
Ordinance  (No.  2)  of  1900,  removes  from  the  list  of  exemptions 
frcHn  CustcnuB  duties,  after  the  Slst  December,  1900,  articles 
imported  for  the  use  of  His  Excellency  the  Ghivemor, 

4.  Ordinance  No.  33  of  1900  (Customs  Tariff  Temporary 
Ordinance,  1900),  continuing  the  surcharge  of  10  per  cent,  on 
all  Customs  dues  payable  on  goods  imported  into  Mauritius  oa 
or  before  the  30th  June,  1901. 

5.  Ordinance  No.  34  of  1900,  to  allow  the  denaturation  of 
Colonial  spirits  on  payment  of  an  excise  duty  of  Rs.  4,40  per 
tiectolitre,  being  the  equivalent  of  the  dnfy  then  exiating  on 
imported  petroleum  oil. 

6.  Ordinance  No.  86  of  1900  (1^  Tobacco  Rodrigues  Ordi- 
nance, 1900),  re-establishing  the  import  duty  of  35  c.  per  kilo. 
on  tobacco  imported  from  Bodriguas,  and  imposing  an  import 
duty  of  lU.  2.15  per  kilo,  on  imported  manufactured  tobacco 
having  been  butted  or  stemmed.  This  Ordinance  will  come  into 
operation  on  1st  January,  1902. 

Revexue  akd  Expexihturk. 
The  ratio  of  the  Revenue  to  the  peculation  was  Rs.  33.38 
per  head,  and  that  of  the  Expenditure  Rs.  23.00  per  head. 

PctBtic  Debt. 
The   Public  Debt  stood   as   follows  on   the  31st  December, . 
1900:  — 

Savanne  Railway  4^  per  cent,  deben- 
tures, payable  by  annual  drawings        £46,393  10     0 
Moka  Railwt^    4   per  cent,    deben- 
tures, payable  by  annual  drawings 

in  and  from  1884  600    0    0 

Consolidated  4  per  cent,  debentures, 
payable  1^  annual  drawings  from 
1882  60,900    0    0 
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Mauritius  Inscribed  Stock, 4 per  cent., 
under  Ordinances  1  and  22  uf  1687 
(including  the  Loan  lor  the  Mare- 
aux-Vanoas,  f 3,600)  


Mauritius 

AMD 

RoDRiQcrra, 
1900. 


^82,390  16     0  ' 


Hurricane  Loan,  1892,  3  per  cent. 
Imperial  Guaranteed  Stock,  under 
Ordinance  4  of  1892  


£1,189,284    6    0 


For  the  i-edemption  of  Debenturea  and  Inscribed  Stock  the 
-Bflyeral  sinking  funds  and  cash  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
Tniat«eB  amounted  to  £125,827  18s.  8d. 

This  is  exclusive  of  the  balance  due  by  the  Loan  OflSce 
amounting  to  £346,336. 

The  sum  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  funds  OB  the  31st  De- 
-cember,  1900,  showed  an  increase  of  £14,301  on  the  previous 
year. 

Cpbhbncy. 
Amount  of  currency  notes  on  31st   December,  1900 :  — 
Issue  of  1848  and  1849  (doUaxa  and  cents)    £483  16    6 
Issue  of  1860  (sterling) 3,639     0     0 


4,122  16     5 


Itupee  notes  under  Ordinance  38  of  1876:  — 

1.  In  the  Financial  OfBcer's  vault  ...  Rs.      78,950 

2.  In  the  hands  of  the  public  (including 

the  banks)  4,766,250 


It  is  desirable  to  point  out  that  the  foregoing  statements  are 
.not  presented  in  the  form  that  would  be  used  by  a  commercial 
company,  'llie  ^vords  Assets  and  Liabilities  must  be  taken  in 
their  official  and  not  their  commercial  sense.  For  the  Colony 
possesses  valuable  assets  such  as  railways,  forests,  public  build- 
ings, Crown  lands,  &c.,  which  would  properly  appear  as  market- 
able Assets  in  the  report  of  a  commercial  company  but  find  no 
place  in  an  official  report  of  a  Colony. 
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}  HTrNICIFAI.XTIES  AND  BOABDS. 

'•  The  onlr  elective  Mimicipality  in  Mauritius  ie  that  of  Pon 
Lotus.  The  following  is  a  statemeat  of  their  Kevenne  and' 
Expenditure  for  the  five  years  1896-1900 :  — 


Tear. 

Expenditure. 

1B96     

Bb. 
460,242 

459,290 

1897"  

508,079 

510,666 

1899t  

483,397 

482,134 

1899 

432,998 

424,442 

1900 

Total 

436,299 

433,660 

2,321,015 

2,310,292 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  debt  of  the  Municipality 
at  the  close  of  tiie  year  1900 :  — 

Debenture  Debt  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  on 
3l8t  December,  1900. 


— 

Orinnal      Amount 
I>el>t.      :    reiHtid. 

Bemarka. 

ProTisioD    for    ttw    pay- 
ment of  Interest  and 
Sinking  Fund  is  made 
in    Orf.    33    of    1881. 
araeoded  by  Ori.  16  of 
1884-85. 

£ 

140,000 

£ 
11,100 

Conversion  Loan  pay- 
able within  the  term 
of  49  ynara  and  6 
months  from  the  Slat 

Provision    for    the    pay- 
meat  of    Interest  and 
Principal    is    made    in 
Ord.  4§  of  1888. 

Bs. 

156,000 

Ba. 

85,800 

Colonial  Loan  payable 
within  the  term  of  20 
years  from  the  year 
1890  by  yearly  draw- 

*  Including  Bs.  50,000  raised  hj  a  loan  on  account  of  overflood  ezpenseo. 
t  Inclnding  Bs.  26,000  raised  by  a  loan  for  general  repain  toQr&ndBiTw- 
Soapenaion  Bridge. 
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Debenture  Debt — continued. 


— 

"Sff 

Amount 
repud. 

Bonarka. 

Be. 

Be. 

"ProTifflOD    for    th«    pay- 

150,000 

3S,I88 

Government    Humcans 

ment  of  Annaides    ia 

Loan   payable  within 

made  in  Old.  20  of  1892 

the  term  of  25  yeare 

and  Otd.  26  of  1893. 

1893,  by  Annuities  of 
Ba.  9,601.80. 

Provision    for    tfae    pay- 

50,000 

16,667 

Government      OverSood 

ment  of  Instalments  is 

Loan    payable   by    12 

made    in    Ord.    .^1    of 

instalientB      of 

1896. 

Be.  4,166.66  each,  the 
first    being    due    on 

3l8t  December,  1897. 

ProTiaion    for    the    pay- 

26,000 

4,000 

Qrand     Biver     Brid^ 

ment  of  Principal  and 

Loan    payable  within 

Interest    is    made    in 

13  years  by  yearly 
drewmga  by  1  .t  of  20 

Old.  35  of  1897. 

Debentures. 

.W2,000 

139,665 

The  Government  has  under  Considei-ation  an  Onlinauce  for 
amending  the  present  conBtitntion  oi  the  Municipality  and 
increasing  its  ueefulneae  as  vrel^  as  its  efficiency. 

It  is  probable  that  both  will  be  attained  by  a  redaction  in 
iihe  number  of  Conncillors  and:  a  more  stringent  definition  of 
'responsibilities.  | 
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Gehebal  Ihpokts  and  Exports.  MAtrxiTins 

The  Trade  Returns  for  1900  show  an  increase  in  the  eggre--  Bobkkiobs, 
gate  as  compared  with  1899,  both  in  the  value  of  the  imports        19M. 
.and  exports. 

Excluding  exchange  and  charges,  specie  and  bullion,  the 
returns  for  1900  show  a  decrease  as  compared  with  1899  in 
the  total  value  of  the  imports,  and  an  increase  in  the  value  of 
exports. 

Importi. 

The  importo  from  Uie  TTnited  Kingdom  in  1900,  exclusive  of 
charges  and  exchange,  were  valued  at  Rs.  4,959,943,  as  against 
Ri.  4,390,308  in  1899,  or  an  increase  of  Rs.  669,63&,  about 
13  per  cent. 

Imports  from  British  PoBsessions  increased  in  value  from 
Rs.  12,830,168  in  1899  to  Rs.  14,334,129  in  1900,  and  from 
Foreign  Countries  from  Rs.  2,968,634  in  1899  to  Rs.  3,516,709 
in  1900. 

lAve  Animalf. 

The  total  imports  of  live  animals  in  1900  show  a  decrease 
in  value  of  Rs.  2,693  as  compared  with  1899.  Cows  and  oxen 
have  decreased  by  1,993  in  number  and  Rs,  18,600  in  value; 
sheep  have  ffdlen  ofE;  swine  have  slightly  increased,  also  dogs; 
horses  have  augmented  by  689,  of  the  value  of  Rs.  50,960 ;  and 
mules  are  26  less  in  number,  and  Ra.  29,620  in  value  declared. 

Artidea  of  Food  <aid  Drink  and  Nareoties. 

The  imports  of  rice  in  1900  show  a  decrease  of  kilos.  20,896,82? 
in  quantity,  and  Rs.  1,872,104  in  value,  as  compared  with  1899 ; 
fwheat  flour  was  also  less  by  kilos.  1,132,193,  and  value 
Rs.  120,271 ;  wheat  increased  to  kilos.  503,260,  of  the  value  of 
Rs.  69,136,  as  against  kilos.  323,958,  of  the  value  of  Rs.  31,685 
in  1899 ;  Bran  shows  a  small  increase  of  kilos.  75,106,  and  value 
Rs.  13,361 ;  Barley  exhibits  a  large  increase,  amounting  to 
kilos.  355,054,  and  value  Rs.  36,673.  Oats  decreased  by 
kilos.  1,432,528  in  weight,  and  Rs.  126,660  in  value;  gram, 
decreased  by  kilos.  2,686,527  in  weight,  and  Rs.  170,284  in 
value;    maize,  oatmeal,  pollard,  and  peas  show  a  substantial 


Provisions — Preserved. 

The  declared  total  value  in  1900  was  Rs.  1,074,406,  as  against 
Rs.  1,043,445  in  1899,  or  an  increase  of  Rs.  30,961.     The  follow- 
ing items  show  increases :   Bacon  and  hams  (Rb.  3,941) ;  h^, 
99T8  B  2 
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.MADBiTiva  salted  (B«.  46342) ;  Bab.  pickled  (Bb.  9,200) ;  lard  (Bs.  63,006) ; 
«•»  preBerved  provisions  (Rb.  20,733);  sago  (Re.  4,956);  salt 
190o"^^-  19,686);  Termicelli  and  macaroni  (Kb.  1,57^;  while  iha 
«n^       foUowiug  items  have   declined:   Butter;    margarine;    cheese; 

coffee ;  ghee  (Be.  63,366) ;   onioaa  and  garlic  (Bs.  14,890) ;  posl^ 

(Bb.  3,366);  tea  (Bfl.  27,683). 

Seer  and  Ale. 

The  imports  in  1900  show  a  decrease  of  23,109  li^s  over 
1899.  Brandy  increased  from  litres  46,240,  of  the  value  of 
Bs.  64,212  in  1899,  to  litres  52,400,  of  the  value  of  Bb.  61,461. 
Whisky  slightly  decreased  and  champagne  increased.  Claret 
was  2,346,138,  of  the  value  of  Bs.  483,686,  m  against  1,891,400 
litres,  of  the  valno  of  Bs.  389,069,  in  1899.  Vermouth  shows 
an  increase  ol  litres  39,128,  and  value  Bs.  10,663. 

Oandia. 

Gandia  decreased  by  kilos.  130  in  weight  and  Bs.  600  in  value 
in  1900  SB  cmnpared  with  1899. 

Opium — Crude. 

Opium  (crude)  deci-eaeed  by  kilos.  237  in  weight,  and  Bs.  9,100 
in  value. 

Coalt. 

Goals  increesed  from  kilos.  48,148,727  in  weight,  and  value 
of  Rs.  273,352,  in  1899,  to  kilos.  56,370,045,  and  value 
Bs.  406,767. 

Svlpkate  of  Ammonia. 
Sulphate   of  ammonia    increased    from    kilos.  3,636,368  in 
weight,  and  value  of  Bs.  361,103,  in  1899,  to  kilos.  6,162,668, 
And  value  Bs.  612,161,  in  1900. 

Guano  and  Manure  of  aU  torti. 

The  value  of  guano  and  manure  of  all  sorts  in  1900  waa 
B«.  291,865,  as  compared  with  Bs.  221,730  in  1899. 

Iron  and  Sted. 

Iron  and  steel  show,  in  1900,  a  substantial  increase  as  ccan- 
pared  with  1899,  as  well  as  hardware  and  cutlery,  painters' 
«Qd  dyers'  c^dours,  fireworks,  leather  (wrought  and  unwrought), 
stationery  and  paper  wares. 

These  valves  axe  ^elusive  of  charges. 
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Exports  (erclnaiTe  of  shipping  chargeB)-  MAWiTitrf^ 

o  B0SBISOB3. 

Sugar.  i9Q(,  ^ 

In.  1900  BUgar  was  kilos.  1T4,766,785,  of  the  declared  value        ~~^ 
of  Re.  88,836,366,  as  against  kilos.  164,911,833,  of  the  value 
of  Rs.  23,044,657,  in  1899,  or  an  increase  of  kilos.  9,863,9&2,  an<^ 
Talna  of  Rs.  5,791,698. 

Rum. 

The  exports  of  rum  in  1900  amounted  to  litres  1,970,226,  of 
the  value  of  Be.  224,087,  as  against  litres  1,468,104,  and  value 
Rs.  164,812.  Increase  in  quantity  502,122,  and  in  value 
Rs.  69,275,  in  1900. 

Oil — Cocoa-nut. 

In  1900  the  exports  of  cocoa-nut  oil  amounted  to  heoto- 
litns  2,644,  of  the  value  of  Rs.  46,480,  as  against  hectolitres 
1,265,  and  value  Rs.  28,360,  in  1899,  or  an  increase  of  hecto- 
litres 1,379,  and  value  Rs.  18,120. 

Hidei. 

53,410  kilos,  of  hides,  of  the  value  of  Rs.  21,938,  were  exported 
in  1900,  as  compared  with  73,369,  and  value  Rs.  32,821,  in  1899 ; 
the  discontinuance  of  the  bullock  trade  with  Madagascar  being 
the  principal  cause  of  the  difference. 

Fiih^-Dried  or  Raited. 

The  exports  of  £sh  (dried  or  salted)  in  1900  were  kilos.  68,816, 
valued  at  Rs.  21,078,  and,  in  1899,  kilos.  28,013,  valued  at 
Rs.  10,806,  or  an  increase  of  40,803  kilos.,  and  value  Rs.  10,272. 

Ma^inery. 

rite  exports  of  machinery  amounted  to  the  value  of  Rs.  293,656 
in  1900,  ae  against  Rs.  6,305  in  1899,  Uie  increase,  being  chiefly 
due  to  machinery  being  supplied  to  Reunion. 

Amongst  the  niinor  products  of  the  Colony,  vacoa  bags, 
cows  and  oxen,  cocoa-nuts,  onions  and  garlic,  and  shell  (tortoise) 
show  a  decided  increase,  while  there,  is  a  large  decrease  in  tea, 
skins,  and  aoap  in  1900  as  compared' with  1899. 

The  prevalence  of  plague  has  continued  to  interfere  with 
exports  to  Reunion  and  Madagascar  ports. 

WK  fi  3 
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Madwhub  CoAsxma  Tiade. 

AND 

BoDBiQUBB,  The  declared  total  Talue  of  Hm  importa  in  1900  smoimt  to 
^-       Rs.  568,186,  as  against  Rb.  532,771  in  1899. 

The  total  exports  in  1900  were  of  the  value  trf  Es.  342,473, 
as  against  Rs.  278,968  in  1899. 

With  the  exception  of  Rodrigues,  Eagle  Island,  St.  Juan  de 
Nova,  and  Solomon  Islands,  substantial  increascB  are  obserrable 
in  the  value  of  imports  from  all  dependencies. 

The  exports  to  Rodrigues,  Agalega,  Diego  Qarcia,  Eagle 
Island,  St.  Juan  de  Nova,  Sijc  Islands,  and  Solomon  Islands 
exhibit  decided  increases  in  1900  as  compared  with  1899. 


Increases  and  Decreases  of  Articles  of  Foreigh 
Maitufact0re  Ajm  British  Qoods  Iuforted. 

Apothecary  Wares. 

A.potliecury  wares  from  the  TTnited  Kingdom  increased  in 
ralue  from  Ra.  36,546  in  1899  to  Rs.  60,077  in  1900.  From 
Germany  tho  increase  was  from  Rs.  216  to  Rs.  2,444,  while 
France  shows  a  decrease  from  Rs.  81,286  in  1899  to  Rs.  44,994 
in  1900, 

Apparel, 

Under  this  heading  the  United  Kingdcsn,  Continental  India, 
and  France  show  increaBes  in  1900  over  1899.  Fondicberty 
ifumiBhed  a  value  of  Be.  5,281  in  1900,  as  against  Ra.  1,877 
in  1899.     liliere  was  a  slight  decrease  in  German  goods. 

Beef— Salted. 

Salted  beef  from  the  United  Kingdom  decreased  in  value 
from  Rs.  6,857  in  1899  to  Rs.  2,596  in  1900.  There  was  also 
A  decrease  frtsn  Australia  of  about  50  per  cent.,  while  imports 
from  the  United  Stat«»  of  America  increased  in  value  from 
Bs.  31,070  in  1899  to  Rb.  82,923  in  1900. 

Beer  and  Ale  {in  hottlet). 

Beer  and  ale  (in  bottles)  from  the  United  Kingdom  increased 
lu  value  Rb.  1,684  in  1900.  From  France  and  Germany  the 
decrease  waa  Re.  620  and  Rb.  1,656  respectively. 

BlacJeinff. 

Blacking  from  the  United  Kingdom  shows  an  increase  over 
J899  to  the  value  of  Rs.  2,343,  while  France  shows  a  decrease 
of  over  Es.  1,000. 
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BiUUr.  ^ 

Buttn  from  Denmark  and  the  TTnitsd  BtatM  of  America 
tbaw  inoreaaee.  France  increased  from  Ba.  531  in  1899  to 
Bb.  3,442  in  1900.  Btittor  from  the  TJakied  Kingdom  was 
■ralued  at  Bb.  42  only  in  1900,  as  against  Bs.  10,139  in  1899. 
There. is  also  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  AuBtralian  article. 


Barley  and  Oatt. 

Imports  of  barl^  and  oats  from  the  At^entine  Confederation 
show  large  increases  in  1900  over  1899,  and  decreases  of  oat» 
in  the  imports  fnun  Australia  and  India. 


Wheat  flour  from  the  above  place  increased  frmn  kilos.  294 
in  1899  to  kilos.  412,300  in  1900. 

There  was  also  an  increase  in  Australian  floor;  while  th» 
imports  from  India  declined  from  kilos.  6,790,974  in  1899  to 
kilos.  4,417,373  in  1900. 

Cotton  (Coloured). 

The  imports  of  coloured  cotton  from  France  increased  in  value 
Bs.  32,282  in  1899  to  Bs.  37,399  in  1900;  and  from  the  United 
Kingd<Hn  decreased  from  Bs;  540,957  in  value  to  Bs.  433,247. 
The  value  of  the  imports  from  Pondicheny  and  Switzerland 
show  also  a  decided  decrease. 

Haberdashery. 

In  1899  tiie  value  of  haberdashery  from  the  United  King- 
dom was  declared  at  Bs.  196,883,  and  in  1900  Bs.  166,423. 
a  large  decrease;  while  from  India,  Germany,  Holland,  and 
France  there  was  a  large  increase  in  1900  over  1899. 

Hat». 

The  value  of  hats  from  France  increased  somewhat,  and  fnmk 
the  United  Kingdom  decreased  slightly. 


Increases  are  shown  in  lard  from  the  United  Kingdom,  United 
States,  and  France,   while  from   India  and  China  there  is  a- 
-  substantial  decrease. 
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HAvumn  CoaU. 

AII9 

BoDuouia,  The  imports  of  coals,  boUi  frwn  the  Uiiitod  Kingdom  Mid 
1900.  India,  have  lai^ely  increased  in  1900,  to  meet  the  nqmremeato 
^^       of  paeaing  steamnm. 

Maelunaiy. 

Germany  supplied  machinery  in  value  Bs.  10,000  in  1900,  ai 
sgainet  nil  in  1899.  There  was  a  large  rednotitm  hoth  firom 
the  United  Kingdom  and  France  in  1900. 

Guano. 
Of  guano  Seychelles  furnished  kilos.  1,421,608  in  1900,  as 
o(«npared  with  kilos.  876,000  in  1899. 

Margarine. 
Margarine  from  the  United  Kingdom  has  diminished  from 
\ilo6.  6,566  in  1899  to  kilos.  212.    llieTe  has  been  an  inoiease 
«f  over  kgB.  3,000  from  Holland. 

Paehitiff  Paper. 

Hub  article  shows  an  increase  in  value  from  the  Unitftd 
Singdom  and  a  deoreaae  from  France. 

iSaft. 

Hie  imports  of  salt  from  the  United  Kingdom  decreased  over 
kgs.  200,000.  From  India  we  received  kilos.  762,972  in  1900 
against  nil  in  1899. 

Provitumi — Praerved. 

Increases  are  observed  in  preserved  jttovisiiHLB  from  France, 
'Germany,  and  the  United  States,  and  decreases  from  the  Unitttd 
Kingdom,  China,  and  Portugal. 

S^  Manafaet/mt*. 

The  quantities  of  silk  manufactures  from  Continental  India 
tmd  Oermairr  have  increased.  From  tiie  United'  Kingdom, 
China,  and  France   there  are  decreases  in  1900. 

Brandj/. 

Brandy  fnun  the  United  Kingdom  increased  in  1900  to 
1,216  litres  from  71  litres  in  1899.  From  France  {here  was  aa 
increase  of  about  6,447  litres.  Frran  Q«rmaoy  the  import* 
▼ere  nil  in  1900,  aa  against  432  litres  in  1899. 


y  Google 


COLONIAL   BBPOBTI — AHHCAL.  26 

There  is  a  Blight  increase  in  whisky  from  the  United  Kingdom  BoDtraaiL 
in  1900.     France  decreased  tnnn  1,311  litres  in  1899  to  139  litres        igoo. 
in  1900,  while  none  was  received  fnnn  the  United  Statea,  as        — » 
against  137  litres  in  1899.     The  whisky  imported  from  France  is 
supposed  to  have  been  manufactured  in  liennany. 

Stationery, 
There  is  a  large  increase  in  stationery  from  the  United  King- 
dtmi,  and  a  unall  increase  from  France  and  Germany,  while 
Continental  India  and  Belgium  hare  supplied  less. 

Tobaeeo — Manufactured. 
Increases  occur  under  this  head  from  China,  France,  Beunitm, 
ttnd  the  United  States,  and  smEUl  decreases  fnHU  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Continental  India. 

Wootlm.  Goodi. 
There  is  an  increase  in  woollen  goods  from  the  United  King- 
dom from  161,576  metres  in  1899  to  metres  249,174  in  1900, 
and  from  France  the  increase  was  27,038  metres.   From  Germany 
there  was  a  decrease  of  6,540  metres. 

EXPOBTS. 

8%tgar. 

Of  the  total  quanti^  of  sugar  (kilos.  174,765,785)  exported 
during  1900,  the  United  Kingdom  took  kilos.  9,300,962,  as 
gainst  kilos.  6,415,260  in  1899.  To  the  Cape  Colonies,  Con- 
tinmtal  India,  and  S^chelles  the  increase  is  marked.  To  France 
the  exports  increased  to  kilos.  1,964,796  in  1900  frmn  kilos. 
986,813  in  1899.  Exports  to  the  United  States  of  America 
decreased  to  kilos.  16,289,216  in  1900  from  kilos.  33,928,421 
in  1899. 

Rum. 

During  the  past  year  our  ram  shows  an  increase  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Aden  as  compared  with  1899.  There  is  a  slight 
decrease  to  Seychelles. 

Soaf. 
This  artiole  represents  kilos.  25,935  expected  to  Madagascar 
in  1899,  as  against  kihis.  3,710  in  1900. 

MoUuta. 

The  total  exports  of  molasses  in  1900  were  to  Continental  India, 
«xcept  507  kilos,  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  inonase  to  India 
amounts  to  2;Z47,570  kilos,  in  1900. 
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MwuUTics  Aloe  Fihrt. 

momuftvMB,     The  United  Eiiigd<»a  took  of  aloe  fibre  in  1900  kilos.  2,456,305^ 
IWa        ta  against  kiloe.  1,970J79  ia  1889.     France  ia  credited  with 

kUo«.  373,3&6  in  1900  and  kilos.  42,250  in  1899,  Holland  with 

kilofl.  166,660,  as  compered  vith  kiloe.  60,000  in  1899. 


Oil — Coeoa  -nut. 

Our  exports  of  cocoa-nut  oil  to  Natal  in  1900  are  2,400  litres^ 
as  against  nil  in  1899.     To  the  United  Kingdom  there  was  an. 
f  of  141,768  litres. 


The  export  of  vanilla  to  the  United  Kingdom  has  increased 
from  kihis.  3^7  in  1899  to  kilos.  4,417  in  1900 ;  while  to  France 
there  is  a  falling  ofF  of  kilos.  363  in  1900. 

Genebal  Rbhabks. 

The  amount  of  duty  collected  in  1900  on  imports  was- 
Bb.  2,836,155,  and  on  exports  Es.  563,360,  total  Hs.  3,339,516 , 
as  compared  with  Es.  2,934,574  and  Rs.  630,508,  total 
Es.  3,466,082,  in  1899.  The  suroharge  of  20  per  cent,  levied  in 
1899,  and  not  continued  in  1900,  is  accountable,  to  some  extent, 
for  the  shrinkage. 

The  rate  of  imports  and  exports  per  head  of  population  was- 
as  follows:  — 


The  continued  prevalence  of  bubonic  plague  has  again  inter- 
fered with  the  shipping  trade  of  the  Colony  during  the  past 
year.  Madagascar  has  remained  practically  closed  against  our 
local  produce,  and  our  meat  supply  has  diminished  owing  to 
the  quarantine  regulations  and  the  enhanced  prices  of  cattle. 

The  cattle  plague  in  Eeunion  Has  caitaed  a  reduction  in  the 
value  of  our  imports  from  that  Colony  in  19Q0  to  the  extent 
of  Us,  16,892  as  compared  with  1899.  Exports,  however,  are  of 
a  value  of  Es.  292,495  in  1900,  as  against  Es.  100,744  in  1899, 
consisting  almost  exclusively  of  machinery  and  mill  work  sup- 
plied by  the  engineering  establishments  of  this  Colony  iat  no*- 
in  BemuML. 
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In  adcUtion  to  the  foregoing  remarkB  it  ie  nec««afy  to  notice  UAnnnm 
sa  change  in  the  character  and  tendency  of  trade.  ImportBiB  have  „^,,^°  ^, 
shown  a  twadency  to  trade  on  amail  itockB.  Thia  has  been  ^^^  ** 
attribnted  to  two  oanses: —  ^— 

1.  The  general  rise  in  ifficea,  which  has  been  aoaigned  to  the 
-demands  caused  l^  the  South  African  war.  Importers  have 
anticipated  that  there  wUl  be  a  fall  in  prices  at  the  cloBe  of 
the  war  and  have  therefore  kept  small  stocks.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  criticise  the  justice  of  this  expectation,  but  it  may  be 
noted  that  the  increase  in  prices  may  be  equally  attributed  to 
the  world's  increased  output  of  gold  and  the  consequent  cheapMi- 
ing  of  gold. 

2.  There  is  also  a  tendency  to  a  quick  tum-oTer.  This  ten- 
dency is  caused  by  the  natural  desire  to  avoid  keeping  capital 
locked  up  in  reserve  stocks. 

The  policy  of  importers  is  outeide  the  limits  of  criticism  perr 
missible  in  an  official  report,  and  it  has  the  justification  that 
deficiencies  .can  speedily  be  supplied  by  the  use  of  the  submarine 
cable.  But  it  is,  perhaps,  permissible  to  remark  that  -while 
small  stocks  of  ironmongery  or  manufactures  need  cause  no 
anxiety,  as  a  purchaser  of  such  articles  is  not  exposed  to  any 
great  hardship  by  having  to  wait  a  few  weeks  whilst  the  order 
-which  may  be  given  t^  cable  is  being  executed,  the  same  can- 
not be  said  of  foodstufis ;  an  accident  to  a  steamer  bringing  food 
would  cause  a  serious  scarcity  so  long  as  stocks  are  k^  as  Tow  as 
they  have  been  kept  of  late  years. 


Manufactitbes  and  Fishebies. 

The  fisheries  of  the  Colony,  in  so  far  as  the  food  supply  is 
concerned,  have  7n  no  wise  improved  during  the  year.  The 
island  is  still  tributary  to  the  ialands,  dependencies  of  th» 
<]olony,  and  to  British  and  Foreign  Countries  and  Colonies  for 
the  supply  of  salted  fish,  and  the  suiq>ly  by  importatioa  in  1900, 
-compared  with  189!),  shows  a  considerable  decrease.  The  figui-es 
are  as  follows:  — 


[              1899. 

1900. 

Kb. 
Dried  and  Baited  from  exteritr     ...        'J36,236 

Pickled          „               .,               ...  ^       51,605 
HftDritins. 

243,60a 
11,424 
61,620 

Ka. 

613,169 

90,728 
3<6,779 

156,.H67 
26,.^07 
60.262 

Total     j  1,536,502 

1 

316,!i46 

970,666 

242,936 
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;  Haukitiub      Hie  exports  of  fish  and  fishmg  producta  are  restrioted  to  the- 

AND        "  Bambani,"  or  sea  slugs,  whicli  are  not  conenmed  in  the  Colony 

***^^"'"*^bni  sent  to  Hong  Kong  and  Singapore  (this  induBtry  is  chiefly 

'        in  the  hands  of  the  Chinamen),  and  to  tortoise  and  pearl  shells. 

The  exports  for  1900,  compared  with  1899,  are  as  follows:  — 


Bambus,  or  sea  slugs,  dried  fish  ... 
Tortoise  ahellA  and  pearl  shells     ,.,  ! 


The  legislation  in  regard  to  fisheries  will  be  found  in  the 
report  for  1898,  and  it  is  Gnly  necessary  to  remark  that  it  is- 
doubtful  whether  the  policy  of  creating  reserves  or  protected 
waters  does  not  result  in  cremating  preaerres  for  the  benefit 
of  camiToroud  fish.  Fish  are  naturally  prolific,  and  if  the 
OTa  and  the  young  could  be  protected  against  their  enemies 
the  increase  of  fish  would  be  enormous.  But  it  is  a  question 
whether  the  breeding  grounds  and  the  young  can  be  so  pro- 
tected.   The  question  is  one  calling  for  careful  study. 

The  principal  manufactures  show  the  following  results  in  190O 
as  compared  with  1899 :  —  • 


Rum. 


Consumption    Exported.* 


1900  l,00*,90-i 

I 

iDCTeue        ...  2G,774 


Bate  Duty. 

Rs. 
1.32  &  1.46t 


Aloe  Fibre. 

Yew. 

Exports. 

™™.    1 

1899 

1 

1         Kb. 

E..        1 

566,030    1 

1900 

Increase 

...  I    3,10.1.341 

940,432    1 

...  '       84i;,532 

374,402    1 

1 

*  The  export  of  mm  is  free. 

t  R.  1.32  c.  per  litre  to  llth  July  and  1.45  per  litre  to  the  close  of  tb» 
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Tea.  Hauritin 

la  1900  the  uumber  of  acres  under  cultiTstioD  for  tea  was  Rodbisum 
About  226,  against  200  in  1899.     The  quantity  of  tea  manu-        l!»ua 

factnred  in  1900  was  about  31,000  kiloa.,  against  2T,000  in  1899.       

The  exports  in  1900  amountod  to  281  IdloB.,  against  2,685  kiloe. 
in  1899,  showing  a  decrease  of  2,404  kilos.,  and  the  average 
eelling  price  of  tea  manufactured  was  It.  1.20 ;  almoet  the  whole 
crop  was  coasamed  in  the  Colony, 


The  produce  of  aoap  of  the  Colony  in  1900  was  kilos.  263,100, 
'Compared  with  in  1899  416,712  kUos.,  it  showed  a  decrease  of 
kilos.  163,613. 

The  exports  in  1900  <3,911  kilos.),  against  26,632  kilos,  m 
1899,  showed  a  decrease  of  22,621  kilos. 

Tho  export  of  so«vp  wasj  as  in  1899,  chiefly  to  Madagascar, 
and  the  continued  decrease  is  due  to  the  protective  duties  im- 
posed in  Madagascar  on  British  goods. 

The  general  imports  of  soap  were,  in  1900,  kilos.  678,184, 
t^ainst  kilos.  826,841  in  1899,  showing  a  decrease  <kF  kilos. 
148,657.    ■ 

Vin«ffar. 

In  1900  the  production  of  vinegar  was  32,732  litres,  showing  a 
decrease  of  18,873  litres  compared  with  1899.  The  excise  duty, 
however,  amounted  in  1900  to  Us.  62,849,  showing  an  increase  of 
Rs.  6,349  on  1899.  The  export  was  merely  nominal,  the  vinegar 
being  consumed  in  the  Colony. 

Wine. 

The  wine  is  made  from  raisins.  The  production  was  10,041 
litres,  against  6,467  in  1899,  and  the  amount  of  duty  received 
was  Rfl.  630  on  6,305  litres  only,  issued  for  home  consumption 
during  1900,  against  Rs.  593  for  duty  in  1899,  showing  a 
'decrease  of  Re.  63  in  the  amount  of  excise  duty  received. 

Vamila. 

The  whole  production  of  vanilla  was  exported. 

In  1900  it  amounted  to  kilos.  4,552,  valued  at  Rs  169  821 
against  kilos.  3,709,  valued  at  Rs.  133,946  in  1899,  an  increase 
m  production  and  in  value  over  1899  of  743  kilos,  and  Bs.  26  876 
^■e8pectivety,  ' 
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'  Jewdfery. 

The  quantity  of  Indian  jewellery  manufactiiretl  in  the  Colony 
I^ppeBtB  to  be  on  the  increase.  The  imports  of  bullion  in  189^ 
and  1900  were  respectively  valued  at  Rh.  6,240  and  Rb.  ^3,427, 
showing  an  increase  of  Us.  27,1S7  in  1900,  in  spite  of  aa 
ad  valorem  duty  of  10  per  cent.  imiKwed  on  bullion  on  28th  -Tuly, 
1900,  by  Ordinance  17  of  1900  {»ee  Taxation). 

The  Indian  jew  cilery  imported  in  1900  wna  valued  at 
Us.  9,826,  and  in  1899  it  was  valued  at  Rs.  1,574,  showing  an 
increwe  in  1900  of  Rs.  8,252. 

The  manufacturing  jewellers'  license  is  Rs.  40  per  half  year, 
And  the  number  of  six  months'  licenses  issued  in  1899  was  177, 
against  216  in  1900,  showing  an  increase  of  39  in  1900. 


IntiuBsce  of  Botanical  Stations  on  Dbvbiopment  of 

MiNOH  iNDt'STHIBS, 

No  alterations  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  Botanic 
(hardens  sections — Pamplemousses,  Curepipe,  and  Reduit. 

As  usual,  large  numbers  of  economic  and  ornamental  plants, 
forest  trees,  and  fruit  trees  have  been  propagated  and  sent  aU 
over  the  island.     The  most  important  ones  are  the  following :  — 

Coffee,  litchis,  nutmegs,  cloves,  different  varieties  of  citrus, 
kola,  coca,  a^le  marmelos,  pine-apple,  bananas,  cacao,  cocoa- 
nut,  manihot,  &c. 

Sanseviera,  different  varieties  of  agave,  China  grass.  New 
Zealand  flax,  &c. 

Ceara,  para,  cryptostegia,  vahea. 

Teosinte,  desmodium  toi-tuosum,  lucerne. 

A  collection  of  97  varieties  of  canes. 

Three  new  varieties  of  sugar  canes  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture,  East  Indies,  were  added  to  the- 
collection  and  are  being  propagated  for  distribution  amongst  the 
planters. 

A  certain  number  of  School  Board  apprentices,  selected  by  the 
Schools'  Committee,  are  sent  yearly  to  the  gardens  to  be  trained. . 
After  a  certain  time,  those  that  have  given  satisfaction  are- 
promoted  in  the  Department  or  recommended  for  employment 
in  private  gardens. 
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Reduit  Geatlmt.                                           MAUBrrnw 
am 
Thee©  form  part  of  the  Reduit  Domain,  Hie  Excellency  the  *®j^""^ 
^Joremor'B  residence,  

Fart  of  the  ground  is  nnder  forest.  Gxtensire  plantations 
<if  timber  trees  have  lately  been  made  there;  these  prodnoe 
■ereiy  year  a  lar^  qnanti^  of  seeds  which  are  nsed  for  re- 
afForestation  purposes. 

Cwepipe  Garden*. 

This  garden  is  chiefly  used  as  a  nursery  for  economic  plants 
-and  timber  trees  that  cannot  be  successfully  provn  at  Fample- 
monsseB  oving  to  the  climate. 

Large  numbers  of  seedling  exotic  plants  are  raised  yearly — 
jnnipems,  pinns  sinensis,  eacalyptus — which  are  either  sold  to 
the  public  or  used  for  plantinfr  np  the  dovemment  lan^s  all 
over  the  Colony. 


Land  Oeatts. 

There  are  no  Crown  lands  in  Uauritins  available  for  settle- 
ment. The  Paa  Gleometriques,  that  is  to  say,  a  strip  of  land 
nnind  the  coast,  is  inalienable,  and  can  only  be  leased  by  publio 
auction. 

The  forests,  though  a  valuable  asset,  are  strictly  preserved, 
and  legislation  will  be  introduced  during  the  current  session 
(1901)  for  increasing  their  area  by  a  general  scheme  of  land 
purchase  and  reafforestation. 

The  remuning  Crown  lands  are  of  small  area  or  value;  4'66 
English  acres,  ^  an  aggregate  value  of  Bs.  3,063,  were  sold 
■during  the  year  1900. 


llie  following  returns  give  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
shipping  that  entered  and  cleared  during  the  last  five  years, 
as  well  as  statements  of  the  shipping  entered  and  cleared, 
ehowing  the  numbers  and  tonnage  as  well  as  the  nationalitiea 
of  the  shipping  that  entered  and  Irft 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  tendency  is  towards  an  increase 
of  British  shipping. 
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III.-LEGISLATION.  "*!^"^ 

The  seBsion  of  1900  was  comperatively  unimportant  from  a  ^^gj"™'^ 

legislative  point  of  view.     It  waa  the  last  sesBion  of  an  ezpirin^ir        '. 

Gonncil  of  GoTemment,  and,  in  accordance  with  constitutional 
custom,  all  important  legislative  meastirea  were  adjourned  till 
after  the  general  election. 
-4'he  principal  messuTOB  passed  were :  — 

1.  A  meaaure.  for  inoreasiag  the  Governor's  salary  from 
Es.  50,000  to  Rb.  75,000  per  annum. 

2.  A  measure  to  enable  provision  for  the  survey  of  paBsenger 
ate  amors. 

3.  An  Ordinance  for  consolidating  and  amending  the  Sanita- 
tion Ordinances  passed  during  the  years  1899  and  1900. 

The  various  Ordinances  passed  from  time  to  time  as  experience 
or  necessity  dictated  required  consolidation  and  amendment,  as 
their  defects  or  merits  had  been  tested  by  practical  experience 
during  two  years  of  the  plague  campaign.  The  time  was 
considered  opportune  for  their  consolidation  and  amendment. 

4.  An  Ordinance  was  also  passed  to  prohibit  the  exportation 
to  or  for  China  of  arms  and  ammunititHi,  military  stores,  or  naval 
stores. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 
Primaky  Edccation. 
At  the  end  of  1900  there  were  178   primary  schools  in  opera- 
tion, divided  as  follows :  — 

Government  and  secular  schools  ...         ...         76 

Aided  and  denominational  ...         ...         ...         98 

In  all  the  primary  schools  of  the  Colony  the  teaching  of  the 
English  and  French  languages,  and  of  arithmetic,  is  obligatory. 

The  number  of  pupils  under  instruction  was  19,481  on  roll, 
and  12,335  in  average  attendance.  This  low  attendance  is  At- 
tributable to  malarial  fever,  plague,  and  the  enforcing  of 
quarantine  against  plague  by  owners  of  sugar  estates. 

The  Government  schools  included  the  following  categories :  — 

1.  1st  Qrade,   1st  Division,  in  which  no  result  payments 

are  made. 

2.  l8t  Grade,  2Dd  Division  "J 

3.  2nd  firade,  Full  time        V"  '^^^'^  teachers  draw  fixedi 

{      salaries  ana  result  grants. 

4.  2nd  Grade,  Half  time       ) 

BB7a  n  2 
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M^uKiTiQt      In  1900  fli«  attendanca  and  examiaation  results  in  Uiese  four 
AND        classes  of  sohoola  were  u  follows :  — 


li 


it 


EJ 


l«t  Grade,  1st  Dirinion  ... 
Ist  Grade,  'iad  Diviidon 
2iid  Grade,  Pull  time     ... 
Snd  Grade,  Half  time   ... 


2,5% 

&,066 


1,524 
3,161 


61-56 

70-5 
6717 
ft5-4B 


Tlie  denominational  aided  schools  stood  as  follows :  - 


— 

II    III 

I 

< 

ll 
-1 

fill! 

Roman  Catholic 

64 

7,146 

4,668 

3,713  1 2,672 

6»- 

Ohiirch  of  England       

31 

2,106 

1,350    1,130       747 

66- 

Presbyterian  Migwon     

2 

175 

133  1    131         70 

53-74 

1 

209 

139  1    118  1      74 

62-71 

With  regard  to  their  race  the  children  attending  the  primary 
•chools  last  year  are  to  he  classified  as  follows  :  — 


Government  SehooU. 

Children  of  European,  African,  or  Chinese  descent  6,697 

Indians  and  Indo-Maaritians  3,908 

Aided  Sdioolt. 

Oreoles  of  European,  Afrioao,  or  Chinese  descent  6,736 

Indians  or  Indo-Mauiitiaaa  ^,150 


,  Google 


COLONIAL  BBFOBXS — ANNUAL. 


WiUi  regard  to  their  creed  &sy  stood  as  follows :  - 


— 

Govenunent 
Schools. 

Aided  Schools. 

Roman  CathoKcB           

6,620 

7.037 

Ohuroh  o(  England        

274 

300 

101 

92 

MahomednnK       

878 

fi61 

HindooB 

1,732 

1,795 

BfAHKITICt 

■"IKIgUID 

Roosiaun 
1900. 


Including  the  cost  of  administration,  GoTemment  expended 
on  primary  education  in  1900  the  sum  of  Its.  298,870. 

The  cost  per  pupil  mi  roll  was :  ~- 

In  0oTemment  schools  Us.  17.58 

In  aided  schools  12.00 

The  cost  per  pupil  in  average  attendance  was :  — 

In  Government  schoolB  Rb,  29.07 

In  aid«^  sohools  18.06 

The  teaching  staff  in  the  primary  schools  in  1900  com- 
prised :  — 

In  Government  Sehoott. 
Sixty-two    masters,     14   miBtresses,    77  assistAnte,    and  117 
monitors  and  monitresses. 

In  Aided  Schools. 

N'inety-six  head  teachers  and  98  assistants. 

These  194  represent  the  teachers  whose  salaries  were  paid  by 
Qt>Ternment  in  accordaase  with  the  Code,  the  monitorial  staff 
in  aided  schools  being  paid  by  the  Managers. 


Seoondabt  Education. 

The  work  of  secondary  education  in  the  Colony  is  carried 
out:  — 

1.  By  the  Boyal  College  and  its  two  schooU. 

2.  By  private  schools  for  boys  in  association  with  the  Royal 

College. 

3.  By  private  schools   for  girlB  presenting  their   pupils   for 

examination    under  a  scheme    epproved    by  Qovem- 
ment. 


M7H 
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HAOxiTma  Ths  Royal  CoOege. 

S(M»UDE8,      '^^  Royal  College  ia  a  public  achool  affiliated  to  the  Londoa 
1900,        TTniversily.       It  craniniBes  (1)  the  Boyal  College  proper,  tem- 

porarily  aitua^   at  Curepipe,  preparing    its  pupils    for    the 

Loadon  ITniveraity  Intermediate  in  Arts  and  Matriculation  Ex- 
pminations,  and  for  the  Senior  and  Jnnior  Cambridge  Local 
ExaminationB.  (3)  Two  Bchoola,  one  at  Curepipe  and  the  other 
in  Fort  Louis. 

The  Royal  College  has  a  clasBical  and  a  modem  aide,  in  the 
higheat  form  of  each  of  which  there  is  a  competition  for  a 
acholarahip  of  £200.  t«nable  for  four  years,  enabling  the  holder 
to  complete  his  education  in  the  United  Kingdom.  For  theao 
acholarahipa  there  were,  in  1900,  ten  candidates  on  the  classical 
and  eight  on  the  modem  side.  Th.%  reports  of  the  Ezaminera 
appointed  by  the  Cambridge  Syndicate  were  of  a  commendatory 
character. 

The  College  presented  no  candidate  last  year  for  the  Londoa 
UniTersity  Intermediate  in  Arta  Examioataon. 

For  the  Loadon  TJniToraity  Examiaation  14  atudents  were 
presented,  nine  of  whom  paaaed. 

For  the  Senior  Cambridge  Local  Examinations  58  candidates 
were  presented,  oi.  these  23  passed. 

For  the  Junior  Cambridge  Local  Examinations  17  candidates 
were  sent  up,  four  of  whom  passed. 

In  the  lower  forms  of  Uie  College  proper,  and  in  the  school 
clasBOB,  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  pupils  at  the  Royal  College  and  its  two  schoola 
was  BS  followa  :  — 

Royiil  College  proper. 


On  toU       

In  average  attendukM 


Hoyal  Collet/e  Schwtl,  Port  Louis. 


On  roll      

Jd  livemge  atteDdsnce    ... 
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Royal  College  School,  Ourepipe, 


On  roll      

In  avenge  attendanoe 


Haitkitidi 

AMD 
BODRIOUBf, 

DKM). 


TiiO  gum  expended  b;  OoTemment  in  1900  on  the  Boyal 
Collef^  and  its  two  Bchoole  was  Rs.  161,639.67;  the  total  sam 
expended  on  aecondary  education  being  Rs.  163,639.67,  in  which 
are  included  Il§.  7,000  for  grants  to  associated  schools,  and 
Bs.  5,000  for  grants  to  girls'  schools. 

The  cost  per  pupil  at  the  Hoyal  College  in  1900  was :  — 


With  regard  to  the  staff  employed,  there  were  Ifi  teachers 
at  the  College  proper,  11  at  the  Curepipe  school,  and  eight  at  the 
Port  Louis  school.  In  addition  to  these,  there  were  the  rector, 
the  secretary,  four  teachers  of  religious  iastruciion,  teachers  of 
drawing,  gymnastics,  Hindustani,  and  book-keeping,  four  ushers, 
and  IB  servants,  making  a  total  of  65  individuals. 

Asioeiated  Schools. 
In  1900  there  were  27  schools  in  association  with  the  Royal 
College,  25  in  Mauritius  and  two  at  Seychelles.  These  pre- 
sented 489  cindidates  to  be  examined  on  th^  Cun-iculum  of 
Studies  at  the  Boyal  College  Bchool.  Of  the^e,  300  passed  the 
examinations  creditably.  The  sum  of  Es.  7,0')0  was  distributed 
as  result  grants  among  the  Managers  of  these  schools. 


Higher  Ebucation  of  Uirlij. 
This  is  effected  by  grants  being,  paid  to  Managers  of  girls' 
schools  who  submit  their  pupils  every  year  to  be  examined 
on  a  graduated  Curriculum  of  Studies  approved  by  Government. 
Last  year  28  girls'  schools  applied  for  examinalion.  251  candi- 
dates  were  presented,  of  whom  101  passed  the  examinationa 
with  credit.  The  sum  expended  last  year  on  this  item  was 
Rs.  4,796.75. 
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)  Technical  Educatioh. 

9,  There  exieto  in  the  Colony  no  industrial,  technical,  or  agri- 
oultoral  echools.  The  only  approach  to  technical  education 
coniiato :  —  ' 

For  girls,  of  four  needlework  apprenticeshipe,  each  tenable 
for  three  years,  and  ol  the  annual  value  of  Re.  100,  which  are 
given  every  year,  by  competitive  examination,  to  girls  in  the 
primary  scbools  between  14  and  17  years  of  age. 

Pot  hoy»,  (1)  of  five  apprenticeshipe,  each  tenable  for  five  years, 
at  the  Government  Plaine  Lauzim  Railway  workshops,  awarded 
every  year,  by  competitive  examinations,  to  lads  under  16  yeuv 
of  age.  (2)  Of  two  apprenticeships,  each  tenable  for  four  years, 
at  ti[ie  Botanical  Oai^ens,  and  awarded  every  year,  by  com- 
petitive examinations,  to  b<^8  between  14  and  17. 

The  niuaber  of  apprentices  last  year  was  11  girls  and  20  boys, 
at  a  total  cost  of  Bs.  5,012.77. 

The  weak  points  of  the  educational  system  of  Mauritius  are 
probably: — 

1.  The  Royal  Coil^e  is  a  mere  day  school,  resembling  a 
Prench  lycee  rather  than  an  English  public  school. 

There  is  a  total  absence  of  school  life  and  of  all  the  moral  and 
physical  training  which  school  life  affords. 

2.  There  is  a  great  deficiency  in  technical  or  specialised  train- 
ing. The  schools  turn  out  annually  a  large  supply  of  youths 
with  a  certain  amount  of  literary  education  but  wilJiout  special 
aptitudes  or  special  qualifications. 

3.  In  the  aided  schools  the  teachers  are  not  in  all  cases  com- 
petent to  teach  or  to  train  the  children.  It  is  assumed  that 
persons  who  are  acquainted  witit  the  elementary  subjects  are 
competent  to  teach  them  and  to  train  children.  It  is  needless 
to  say  that  the  manner  and  method  of  imparting  knowledge 
are  perhaps  the  most  important  part  of  any  educational  system. 


v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 
Public  Hospitals  and  Disfensabibs. 

There  has  Leen  no  change  in  the  number  of  institutions  in 
Mauritius  during  the  ^ear. 

The  itcrk  of  the  Port  Louis  civil  hospital  compares  favourably 
with  that  of  the  previous  year.  A  small  laboratoiy  has  been 
fitted  up  whereby  microscopical  and  bacteriological  examinations 
are  facilitated. 

The  work  done  at  the  other  public  hospitals  has  also  been  on 
a  par  w?th  those  of  previous  years.      In  addition  to  16,272  casta 
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■Bhown  in  the  aoaologicsl  retoras,  there  were  8,362   outdoor  UArxinv 
^tientfl  who  reoeiT«?d  care  and  advice  at  the  public  diBpeasaries.        -"*i> 

The  year  1900  wa*  on  the  whole  a  good  year,  and  poverty       "l^"*' 
was  lesB  felt  than  at  ordinary  times,  hut  there  can  be  no  doubt  ' 

that    pauperism  is  on    the   increase    in    Mauritius,  especially 
amongst  ^e  Creole  popidatioD. 

Gk)TBB,NM£NT   RSFO&UATOKY. 

The  Beformatory  cannot  be  described  as  a  success.      About    . 
60  per  cent,  of  the  boys  become  criminalB,  and  the  Beformatoiy 
'Cannot  therefore  be  said  to  attain  it£  main  object,  namely,  the 
reformation  of  the  character  of  the  boys. 

Under  the  new  Education  Ordinance,  the  Reformatory  has  been 
placed  under  the  cMitrol  of  one  of  the  Committees  of  Education, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  th^t  such  amendments  may  be  introduced 
into  the  system  as  to  make  the  Reformatory  what  it  ought  to 
be— an  institution  for  the  reformation  and  education  of  boys 
who  hare  unfortunately  acquired  criminal  habits  or  instincts. 

The  following  are  the  returns  for  the  Reformatory  :— 

The  admissions  show  a  decrease  of  56,  and  the  discharges  a 
decrease  of  76  compared  to  the  year  1899. 

Thirteen  escapes  took  place,  against  sis  in  1899,  showing 
an  increase  of  seven.     They  were  all  recaptured. 

The  total  number  of  admissions  to  hoepital  shows  an  increase 
of  26,  and,  therefore,  an  increase  of  "07  in  the  daily  averse 
number  of  admissions. 

Xo  death  took  place  in  1899  or  1900. 

The  total  cost  of  maintaining  and  guarding  the  boys  was 
Rs.  15,256.11,  against  Rs.  15,967.61  in  1899,  showing,  ther«- 
fore,  a  decrease  of  Rs.  711.50  compared  to  1899. 

The  total  cost  per  head  on  average  number  of  boys  was 
Eb.  228.93,  against  Rs.  196.11  in  1899,  showing,  therefore,  an 
increase  of  Rs.  32.82  per  head  for  1900. 

The  earnings  amounted  to  Rs.  2,700.72,  against  Bs.  4,418.84 
-in  1899.    The  decrease  is,  therefore,  of  Rs.  1,T18.12. 


The  amount  deposited  in  1900  was  Rs.  1,048,813.  This 
amount,  compared  with  the  deposits  of  1899,  shows  an  increase 
of  Bs.  48,671 

The  amount  withdrawn  in  1900  was  Rs.  1,076,694,  showing 
■an  increase  on  the  preceding  year  of  Bs,  88,066. 
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"^il^""      The  total  sum  Btandinj  to  the  credit  of  dBpositora  at  the  end- 
'  EoDirapBB,  '^  ^^^^'  including  the  interest  due,  was  Rs.  2,940,811.     Of  this 
19O0.       "nil  Ba.  1,363,708  belonged  to  the  Indian  population,  ahowing 
—       en  increase  of  Ra.  65,T40  <hi  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  d^wsitere  increaaed  from  24,784  in  1899  to 
35^60  ,ia  1900,  showing  an  increase  of  276  over  1899. 


VI.— JTTDieiAL  STATISTICS. 

PotKiB. 

The  total  effective  strength  of  the  Police  Force,  as  authorised ' 
by  GoTernment,  was  709  on  the  3l8t  December,  1900 ;  the  actual 
strength  was  702. 

This  force  contained  no  less  than  21  natitmalities,  com- 
posed of :  — 

42  EuropeuiB  of  various  nationalities. 
4179  Natives  of  Mauritius. 
168  Indians. 

1  Arab. 

1  American. 

1  Australian. 

1  New  Zealander. 

1  Native  of  Trinidad, 

4  Natives  of  Eeunion. 

1  Native  of  Madt^-ascar. 

2  Natives  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
1  Native  of  British  West  Indies. 

The  force  has  necessarily  the  defects  of  its  qualities. 

It  is  not  a  homogeneous  body,  and  ite  military  value  is,  there- 
fore, nil.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  stated  that  it  is  probably 
a  fairly  representative  force,  as  the  population  of  Mauritins  is- 
flf  a  very  mixed  character. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  (Hganisa- 
tion  and  training  of  the  force.  Drill  has  been  introduced. 
A  khaki  uuiform  has  been  issued,  and  the  bearing  and  ^pear- 
ance  of  the  men  have  been  improved. 

Two  hundred  and  sixteen  sub-oCBcers  and  oonstebles  were- 
in  possession  of  the  silver  and  bronze  medals  for  good  conduot. 

The  total  number  of  offences  of  every  description  reported 
to  the  police  in  1900  was  21,824,  in  connection  with  which* 
12,986  persons  were  apprehended  or  summoned. 
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The  cmsw  and  persons  are  classified  in  tbe  foUowiag  retom 
Namber  of 


Nature  i)f  Offences. 


2,088 

2,682 

SeriODS  offenoen  reported  to,  or  detected  by 
the  Police,  which  formed  the  anbject  of 
enquiries,  »nd  in  which  no  peraons  were 
(Gorged. 

7,622 

•217 

Minor  offeocee  reported  to,  or  detected   bv 
the  Folioe,  in  which  peraons  were  Gharged. 

6,836 

nfise 

Uinor  offences  reported  to,  or  detected  by 
the  Police,  which  formed  the  subject  of 
enqoirieB,  »nd  in  which  no  persons  were 
charged. 

4.3.1 

Other  offences  Against  the  Labour  Law    ■•■ 

596 

597 

\H-^       

922 

922 

Total 

21,824 

12,986 

Uaositios 

AND 
BOpRISUBI, 

Number  of  ^900. 

PerBoos  -^ 

Ohuged. 


The  total  number  oi  fires  which  formed  the  subject  of  police 
isTestigation  in  1900  was  277.  The  total  estimated  value  of 
Ittoperly  destroyed  was  Rs,  182,461.  There  were  three  lives 
lost  at  these  fires,  all  Indians. 

Incendiarism  still  exists,  hut  it  has  been  reduced,  and  every 
detected  and  convicted  case  tends  to  discourage  this  form  of 
personal  revenge  or  commercid  gain. 

Pbisons. 

There  are  two  prisons  in  Mauritius,  the  oMitral  prison  at 
Beau  Bassin,  and  the  Fort  Louis  prison,  which  is  used  for  un- 
tried prisoners  as  well  as  for  certain  prisoners  whom  it  is  con- 
sidered desirable  to  retain  in  town  either  for  sanitary  or  other 
rwscms. 

The  central  prison  at  Beau  Bassin,  which  is  a  fine  large  prison 
built  on  the  best  English  model,  has  proved  to  be  unhealthy, 
and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  trace  the  cause  of  the  un- 
healthiness.  The  latest  explanation,  and  one  that  seems  pro- 
bable, is  that  the  prisoners,  who  are  accustomed  to  live  crowded 
together  in  small  huts,  experience  a  chill  in  entering  the  cool 
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HADmrrrm  ceUs  of  iho  prisons,  and  that  the  chills  predispofle  to  malarift' 
BoDR^anwi  *^*^  dysentery  whilst  they  promote  tuberculosis. 

1900.  Practically,  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  population  of  Mauri- 

'~-       tins  haTe  malaria  in  their  syBtem,  and  it  is  veil  known  that 
chills  have  a  great  influence  in  developing  malaria. 

Measures  are  being  taken  to  guard  against  chills.  Mattresses 
are  supplied  and  a  large  supply  of  blankets,  but  it  is  probable 
that  otiier  measures  wSl  have  to  be  taken,  and  the  question  is 
receiving  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  pristm  will  require  to  be  more 
thoroughly  drained,  and  arrangements  may  have  to  be  made  for  - 
fitting  gauze  mosquito  windows  to  the  cells  and  for  admitting 
more  sunlight  to  the  central  corridors  of  the  prisons,  as  well 
as  for  guarding  the  prisoners  from  draughts  whilst  at  work. 

Pri$on  Returns. 

The  admissions  show  a  decrease  of  561  males  and  28  females. 

The  dischargAs  a  decrease  of  476  males  and  32  females  (con- 
victed  prisoners). 

A  decrease  of  L'54  males  is  reckoned  in  the  doily  average 
number  of  admissions. 

The  average  number  of  convicted  and  unconvicted  prisoners  - 
unlocked  each  day  decreased  by  123  males  and  three  females. 

Twmity-one  escapes  of  priscmers  took  place  in  1899  and 
26  in  1900,  bat  of  these  one  recapture  was  efEected  in  1899  and 
three  in  1900. 

The  admissions  to  hospital  inoreated  by  111  males,  and  de- 
creased by  42  females  in  1900. 

Thirty-nine  deaths  took  place  in  1899  and  70  in  1900. 

The  percentage  on  the  average  number  of  prisoners  was  4*38 
for  Port  Louis  and  4*64  for  Beau  Biusin  in  1899,  and  4'63  for 
Port  Louis  and  ll'SS  for  Beau  Bassin  in  1900. 

The  total  cost  of  housing,  guarding,  and  maintaining  the  - 
prisoners  was  Es.  127,992.72  in  1889,  against  Ra.  126,663.84 
in  1900. 

The  total  cost  per  head  was  Bs.  145.28  in  1899,  against 
Rs.  167.95  in  1900. 

The  earnings  amounted  to  Rs.  120,158.66  in  1899,  against 
Rs.  100,236.06  in  1900. 

The  total  earnings  per  head  was  Rs.  168.28  in  1899,  against; 
Bs.  168.10  in  1900. 

GRmmAi.  Statsstics. 

The  following  table  gives  the  judicial  statistics  for  the  year 
1900.  The  only  remark  that  it  is  necessary  to  make,  in  respect 
of  this  table,  is  that  the  decrease  of  serious  crime,  which  has^ 
been  so  marked  a  feature  of  the  judicial  statistics  since  1897,  was- 
«ontinued  during  1900:  — 
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BODRISOBT 

1900. 


Vn.— VITAL   STATISTICS. 

POPITLATIOK. 

The  efltimated  total  pf^ulation,  on  the  Slst  December,  1900, . 
was  383,084,  as  against  370,688  at  the  census  of  1891.  The  ~ 
male!  were  estimated  to  anmber  208,677,  as  against  306,038 
at  the  laet  census ;  and  the  females  174,407,  as  against  164,560, 
showing  that  the  males  have  increased  by  2,639  and  the 
females  by  9,819.  Dividing  the  population  into  general  popula- 
tion and  Indian  population,  the  former  are  estimated  at  117,931, 
as  against  114,668  at  the  last  census;  the  latter  are  estimated 
et  266,163,  as  against  266,920,  showing  a  steady  proportional 
increase  of  the  Indian  populatioD  as  compared  with  the  Creole 
population. 

The  following  table  gives  a  detailed  statement  of  the  changes 
in  the  various  classes  of  the  population  during  the  year  1900 :  — 


RetHrn  of  the  S(athtic»  of  Fupuliiium  for  1900. 


— 

Genend 

Africans,  Mixed 
and  Coloured. 

:„.^. 

Chinese. 

No.  of  inbabitanta  on  the  31st 
December,  1899. 

114,841 

261,739. 

3,079 

No.  of  birthi  during  1900      ... 

3,!H5 

10.517 

M 

No.  of  deaths  during  1900     ... 

4,10(1 
l,64fi 

\.m, 

9.424 
4,397 

2,0fi7 

167 

No.  of  emigrants  daring  1900 

.WO 

No.  of    inhsbitantB    on    Slst 
December,  19(iO. 

114.697 

•26fi.l62 

3,2M 

Increase 

_ 

3,423 

147 

DecrSHSe           

144 

- 

— 
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Qbhekal  State  or  Tmojo  Health. 


There  wee  uo  unproTemeot  in  the  Banitai;  ocnditioiL  (rf  the  BoDBiom^ 
^island  in  1900,  as  the  following  figures  will  show: —  ■  IWO, 


Deatli-nte 
per  1,000. 


The  diseases  which  gave  rise  to  the  highest  mortality  were :  — 


MsluuJfever         

Debility  (sic)  

Fhthiais(iDcludingt:otuumption  and  tuberculous) 

Pneumonia 

BrooohitiB 

Dyseotery 

PUgiie         

Whooping  coagh     ... 

Diarrhoea  and  enteric      

la&uenia      

Child-birth  and  neiiuelae 


Fretailiito  Diseases. 

The  pUgue   outbreak  oi  1899   abated  about  the  middle  of 
-  April,  and  aasumed  an  epidemic  form  again  in  July,  which  ex- 
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Hackitids  tended  till  the  month  of  January,   1900.       A  fresh  outbreak: 
AND        occurred   in  AuiniBt,  1900,  and   continued  during  the   rest  of 

i9oa     "'^  y^*^- 

~~  There  were  796  caaes  in  the  Colony  in  1900  with  593  deaths. 

Ab  a  su^s^eetion  has  been  made  in  Hong  Eong  that  there  is 
some  connection  between  the  rainfall  and  the  period  of  dormancy, 
a  diagraftn  shoving  the  curves  of  rainfall,  temperature,  and 
plague  cases  has  been  kindly  prepared  by  the  Director  of  the 
Observatory  and  Dr.  Bolton  of  the  Medical  Department. 

In  BO  far  aa  the  curves  suggest  anything,  they  appear  to  sug- 
gest a  connection  between  the  period  of  almtement  or  dormancy 
and  temperature  rather  than  rainfall. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  probable  that  the  heavy  tropical  rains 
drown  many  rats,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  sick  rats 
would  be  ttie  first  to  be  drowned.  The  suggestion,  therefore, 
deserves  consideration,  and  the  comparison  will  be  made  in 
future  years. 

A  brief  account  of  the  measures  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  plague,  as  well  as  the  treatment  adopted  in  plague  cases,  will 
be  found  in  the  report  for  1899. 

There  is  little  to  add  to  that  report,  except  that  confidence  in 
Tersin's  serum  as  a  prophylactic  for  contacts  has  been  strength- 
ened by  experience. 

Malaria. 

There  are  two  species  of  anopheles  moequito  in  Mauritius. 
The  smaller,  the  anopheles  costalis,  inhabits  the  coast  districts, 
the  larger  species,  the  anopheles  mauritianuB,  inhabits  the  higher 
inland  districts. 

During  the  year  1900,  malarial  fever,  which  has  hitherto 
spared  the  inland  districts,  appeared  in  an  epidemic  form  at 
Moka,  s  district  hitherto  &ee  from  fever,  and  soon  spread  to- 
Gurepipe  and  districts  hitherto  immune. 

The  question  arises,  theretiHe,  whether  this  spread  of  malaria 
was  due  to  a  migration  of  the  smaller  species  of  mosquito,  or 
whether  the  lai^er  species,  or  rather  the  female  of  the  larger 
species,  has  become  a  poison  carrier.  A  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  investigate  this  question,  and  careful  microscopical 
and  possibly  physiological  experiments  will  be  made.  It  is,  of 
course,  to  be  hoped  that  the  epidemic  was  due  to  a  migratico 
of  the  smaller  species  caused  by  an  exceptionally  hot  seaacHL, 
for  in  that  case  the  higher  districts  may  hope  to  recover  their 
immunity  during  the  normal  and  cooler  years;  but,  up  to 
the  present  time  (July,  1901),  nothing  definite  has  been  de- 
termined. 
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Meanwhile,  steps  are  being  taken  to  drain  pools  and  other  HAimmok^ 
breeding  places  of  the  anopheles  moaqnito. 

Enteric  fever  is,  unfortunately,  making  slow  bat  sure  progress 
in  the  higher  and  healthier  localitiei  of  the  island. 

Dysentery  occnrred  in  a  sporaldio  form,  and,  at  one  time 
asanmed  an  epidemic  character.  The  saline  treatment  con- 
tinues to  give  BatiBfaotory  resnlts  in  the  acute  form  of  the 
disease.  Xubercnlosis  is  on  the  increase.  PoTerty,  and  over- 
crowding consequent  upon  poverty,  seem  to  be  the  predisposing 
causes.  " 

The  inhabitants  may  be  said  to  be  tolerably  well  protected 
by  vaccination. 


Gliicate. 
The  following  is  the  meteorological  report  for  1900 :  — 

(1)  RainfaU. 

In  the  year  1900  the  rainfall  was  considerably  below  the 
average  in  all  parts  of  the  island ;  the  mean  rainfall  at  ten 
stations  being  63*04  inches,  or  30  per  cent,  below  the  average 
for  the  last  30  years,  the  least  on  record,  except  in  188B,  when  it 
was  44'S9,  or  41  per  cent,  below  the  average.  The  greatest 
fall  was  115 '63  inches  at  Mare-auz-Tacoas,  and  the  least 
17'14  inches  at  Port  Lonis. 

Tbe  wettest  month  was  March  and  the  driest  September. 

On  the  average,  Hardb  is  the  wettest  and  October  the  driest 
numth. 


(2)  Tempertiture. 


At  the  Observatory. 


In  tbe  Thermograph  BoreeD. 


1900. 

1875-1900. 

Me»n       

73-6 

73-6 

Heutmudmnm 

81-a 

81-8 

66-9 

67-2 

Absoldte  mudmnm      

94-« 

94-8 

MhS 

60-8 
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^AVBiTtuB  (2)   Temperature — coatinued. 

BoDBiQCES,      At  Curepipe  (in  a  targe  Stevenson  screen)  1 886-1900. 
1900.       ^ 

In  the  Thermograph  Screen. 


Temperatare  of  the  Air. 

1900. 

1876-1900. 

Mean       

08-1 

679 

Mean  maximnm            

751 

V4-2 

Uean  mininDm 

61-2 

61-5 

Abflolate  maidmom      

u-t, 

87-2 

46>6 

44-0 

(3)  Dire^ion  and  Force  of  Wind. 

At  the  Observatory  (as  deduced  from  the  records  of  a  self- 
registering  Beckly  anemometer). 


Wind. 

1900. 

1876-1900. 

Meandailj 
range. 

Mean  direction      

Mean  Telocity,  milea  per  hoar   ... 

8.  7°B. 
9-6 
26-0 

8.  74'  B. 
11-1 
103-3 

19° 

7-7 

When  the  velocity  of  the  wind  is  small  its  direction  Tariea 
considerably  in  different  parts  of  the  island,  but  no  systematio 
observations  are  made  except  at  the  Royal  Alfred  Observatory. 

(4)  Special  Feature*. 

'Hlo  hottest  season  in  Mauritius  is  between  December  and 
April,  the  remainder  of  the  year  being  comparatively  cool. 
The  temperature  on  the  highlands  is  always  lower  by  several 
degrees  than  in  Fort  Louis  and  the  coast  districts.  The  climate 
at  Curepipe  (from  1,700  to  1,900  feet  above  the  eea)  resemblea 
that  of  the  south  of  France  or  Italy.  The  hurricane  season 
extends  from  December  to  April,  and  cyclones  range  from  about 
9P  to  30°  south  latitude.  During  the  hurricane  months  the 
greater  part  of  the  rain  falls,  although  the  remaining  montha 
are  by  no  means  dry;  July  and  August,  during  which  the 
^.E.  trade  winds  reach  their  maximnm  velocity,  showing  ft 
marked   increase  on   the  montits  immediately   preceding   and 
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iollowing.       In  these  montlis  tlie  vana,  damp  sea  air  of  the  HAumtnu» 
trades  is  carried  into  the  higher  regions  of  the  island.     The        *^^ 

dew  point  is  reached,  and  the  rain  is  deposited  in  what  ms;  be  ^°^g^^** 
called  a  Scotch  mist.  _^' 


VIII.— POSTAL  AND  TELEGBAPH  SERVICES. 

There  are  60  post  offices,  60  money  order  offices,  and  61  tele- 
graph offices  in  Mauritius. 

An  annual  subsidy  of  £8,000  is  paid  to  the  Eastern  and  South 
African  Telegraph  Company  in  respect  of  their  submarine  cable 
from  Mauritius  to  Seychelles,  and  Seychelles  to  Zanzibar.  Of 
this  sum  £7,000  is  borne  by  Mauritius  and  £1,000  1^  Sey- 
chelles. 


IX.— MILITARY   EXPENDITURE. 

The  following  was  the  strength  of  the  garrison  of  Mauritius 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1900 :  — 


Return  showing  the  strength  of  the  Troops  serving  ii 
on  the  Slat  December,  1900. 

a  Mauritius 

— 

No. 

Staff           

3 

No.  8  Company  W.D.  Eoyal  GarriBon  Artillery         

160 

Ko.26        „               „                        „                        

147 

No.  4  Company  Geylon-UanritiiiB  B&ttaUoD  B.G.A. 

101 

Manritiiu  Snbmarine  HiniDg  Comptny  B.E 

46 

43rd  Company  Boy«]  Enpneere           

4» 

2nd  Bftttalion  E.O.  Torkihire  Light  Infantry 

54 

4 

Eoysl  Army  Medical  Oorp«        

1ft 

12 

ArmjF&yGorpa 

1 

Ist  Bengsl  Infantry          

776 

27th  Madras  Infantry      

786 

Total           

2,I39« 

*  Exclouve  at  172  native  f  oQowen. 
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JfAtiUTiDt      Towards  the  maintenance  oi  that  taree,  the  total  cost  of  which 
'     AMD       w«8£ir6,117,  the  Colony  contributed  £31,763,  a«  under:  — 
1900. 


Colonikl  ooDtribnlioii  

AdjuBting  Intaiice  f  <r  1R09 

taymont  in  lieu  of  ezemiitioii  ftoni  GsBtomi  Dot; 

Totnl 


24,750 
4,002 


X.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


The  general  conditiMi  of  the  Colony  from  the  financial  point 
of  view  may  be  deHcribed  as  sounder  than  it  has  been  for  several 
years.  The  banks  are  overstocked  with  coin,  and  have  more 
money  than  they  can  invest  safely  and  profitably.  They  have 
reduced  their  rate  of  interest  on  fiked  deposits,  and  money  may 
be  said  to  be  "  easy."  The  planters  and  estate  owners  have  re- 
duced their  mortgages  and  invested  considerable  sums  in  the 
improvement  of  their  machinery. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  statement  it  may  seem  like  a  con- 
tradictioa  to  say  that  the  chronic  disease  of  the  Mauritian  com- 
munis is  poverty.  Nevertheless,  the  statement  is  true.  Foe 
although  the  planters  are  prosperous  as  compared  with  their 
condition  in  recent  years,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
planters  form  only  a  small  section  of  the  population,  and  that 
the  poverfy  of  the  general  population  does  not  affect  them,  ex- 
cept in  so  far  as  it  tends  to  keep  down  the  price  of  labour.  The 
-Creole  population,  who  form  a  third  of  the  whole  population, 
are  poor,  and  are  beccnning  poorer. 

They  are  disinclined  to  undertake  field  work,  and  the  market 
for  writers  or  clerks  is  overstocked.  In  the  labour  market 
they  have  to  face  Indian  and  Chinese  competition,  and  th^ 
lack  the  enterprise  and  energy  of  the  purely  Asiatic  races.  It 
■can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  competition  of  the  Asiatics  must , 
be  keener  as  time  goes  on,  and  that  the  Creole  population, 
especially  those  of  mixed  blood,  must  find  the  struggle  tor 
existence  press  more  heavily  on  them.  Even  amongst  the 
families  of  pure  European  blood  there  are  many  in  very  humble 
«mpl(7ment8,  and  were  it  not  for  the  strong  family  affection,  and 
abundant  family  charity,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  many  wtHnen 
«f  pure  European  blood,  and  of  European  culture,  would  be  pot- 
to great  straits  to  secure  the  barett  necessariea  of  life. 
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The  malarial  fever  and  other  diaeaaaB  which  are  Kt  dommoa  UADimna 
m  Mauritim  tend  to  still  further  debilitate  the  creole  popular        AifB 
tioiL,  and  this  is  eBpecially  the  case  amongst  those  whose  means     "{gSJol'"^ 
do  not  permit  of  proper  diet  and  sanitary  conditions  of  life.  _^ 

The  sickness  and  poverty  cwnbiued  work  in  a  vioioiu  circle, 
tot  as  poverty  predisposes  to  illness,  so  disease  often  begets 
poverty.  Poverty  ia  one  ol  the  main  predisposing  oaoses  of 
plague,  malaria,  tuberculosis,  dysenteiy,  and  debility.  Thtae 
in  ^eir  turn  hamper  industry  and  inromote  poverty. 

The  great  need,  therefore,  is  sanitary  reform.  A  T^orm. 
which  by  lessening  the  sickness  may  foster  the  conditions  under 
which  industry  is  alone  possible,  and  the  question  of  sanitation 
has  received,  and  is  receiving,  the  earnest  consideration  of  the 
OovemmentL 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  development  of  South  Africa  may 
furnish  a  field  for  emigration  to  a  country  poesessing  a  healthier 
tclimate  and  more  favourable  opportunities,  but  at  present  the 
'energy  and  enterprise  which  spur  a  people  to  emigration  seem 
to  be  lacking. 

It  can  hardly  fail  to  happen  that  this  spur  will  be  furnished 
by  hard  necessity,  and,  when  that  time  comes.  South  Africa  will 
be  enriched  by  the  presence  of  an  interesting  and  cultured  popu* 
latdon,  bringing  with  them  the  traditions  of  an  old  civilisation 
as  well  as  the  manners  of  a  pec^le  which  still  boasts  it«elf  the 
politest  naCioD  in  Europe. 

Such  an  emigration  can  hardly  fail  to  be  beneficial,  both 
to  the  emigrants  and  to  the  country  that  receives  them,  whilst 
it  will  relieve  Mauritius  of  a  serious  social  problem,  «.«.,  the 
conflict  of  the  European  and  the  Asiatic  ctvilisation  in  &»  poorer 
■classes  of  the  population. 

This  conflict  of  two  civilisations  can  hardly  fail  to  raise  im- 
portant questions  in  the  future.  Already  the  Indian  population 
outnumber  the  Creole  population  by  m<»%  than  two  to  one,  yet 
the  important  social  questions  relating  to  marriage,  inheritance, 
Ac,  are  governed  by  French,  not  l^  Indian,  law. 

As  the  disproportion  becomes  more  apparent,  the  anomaly  l^ 
which  the  laws  of  the  minority  is  imposed  on  the  majority  will 
iMCome  more  maniiest,  and  the  G-ovemment  of  Mauritius  may 
have  to  face  problems  which  will  require  the  gravest  and  the 
most  anxious  c<m8ideratioiL 

Gkahah  Bovfzk, 

Colonial  Seentary. 
19th  July,  1901. 
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ICahritil-e 

RoDRIOaEB, 

,      1900. 

—  RODRIGUES. 


Bodrigues  is  a  dependency  of  Mauritius  with  a  popnlatioa  of 
8,163  Boiila,  compomd  of  1,746  males  and  1,417  femates. 

The  climate  ia,  on  the  whole,  healthy,  and  the  cansee  of  death 
are  registdred  as  rhenmafasm,  dysentery,  broncbitiB,  influenza, 
old  a^,  cramps,  drop^,  and  diarrhoea. 

Almost  the  vbole  population  is  of  African  descent. 
The  highest  temperatore  waa  88°,  on  Slst  Jaanaiy,  at  3   p.m. 
The  lowest  temperature  was  686°,  on  37th  August  at  9  a.m. 
The  heaviest  rainfall  was  in  February. 

The  Bereoue  was  Rs.  19,601.80 

The  Expenditure  was        26,367.63 


Showing  a  deficit  of     5,765.73 


Bodrigues  is  likely  to  become  mora  important  in  the  future 
U  it  has  been  chosen  as  a  station  for  the  telegrajdi  cable  con- 
necting South  Africa  and  Maoritins  with  Australia.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  this  cable  will  be  laid  before  the  close  of  the  current 
grear,  1901,  and,  apart  from  its  commercial  and  strategical  im- 
portance, it  will  afFord  valuable  meteorological  information  to 
Mauritius,  especially  during  the  hurricane  monthe. 

Grahah  Bowek, 

Colonial  SeerHary. 
19th  July,  1901. 
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No.   346. 

NORTHERN    NIOERIA. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  PERIOD  FROM  1st  JANUARY,  1900, 
TO  31sT  MARCH,  1901, 


HIGH   COMMISSIONER    OF   NORTHERN    NIGERIA, 

Briqadibr-General  Sir  F.  Lugard,  K.G.M.G.,  C.B.,  D.S.O. 


^cracntcb  to  both  ^^onais  of  {nrliKtatnt  bp  SotnmnUt  at  |gie  JRi^Htj;.- 
Febntary,  1902. 


LOHDON- 

PBINTED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTtB    STATIONERY    OFFICE, 

Bt  DABLINO  a  son.  Ltd.,  34^,  Baooh  SrBMn,  E. 

And  to  he  pnrdiMad.  either  direeUy  or  through  maf  Bookseller,  from 
ETBE  k  SPOTTISWOODE,  East  Humnta   Btkbit,  Flxst  Bnunr.  S.O., 
■nd  82,  kxrnoDom  Stbebt,  Wistkikbtib,  S.W.; 
or  OLIVER  &  BOTD,  Enon 
«r  B.  PONBONBT,    IIB,    GaArroM   i 


[C(l.  789-16.]     JVt«  la.  1(V/. 
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Thtt  following,  among  other,  Hepurm  relHting  to  Uici  Majesty's 
Colonial  Posseaaions,  have  been  issued,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
:  indicated  on  the  title-page  ; — 

ANNUAL.  

Tear. 


No. 

Colony. 

319 

ChriBtmaa  Island          

320 

Britiah  Solomon  Islands 

321 

322 

Bermuda!"        .'.'.        '.'.'.        '.'.'. 

323 

St.  Helena         

824 

Sierra  Leone      

325 

Gambia 

326 

Barbados 

327 

Bahatnaa 

328 

Turks  and  Caicos  Islands 

329 

Malta       

330 

Straits  Settlements      

331 

Fiji          

332 

St.  Lucia 

333 

Seychelles          

334 

Falkland  Islands           

335 

MauriliuB  and  Eodriguos 

33d 

British  New  Guinea     

337 

Leenard  Islauds           

338 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

339 

Britiah  Honduras          

340 

Hong  Kong       

341 

Ceylon 

Gibraltar 

342 

.  343 

344 

Gold  Coast         

345 

Grenada  ...        .„        

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Gold  Coast         

Zululand 

Sierra  Leone 

Bahamas 

Hong  KoDg 
Ncwfoundlajid   ... 

Western  Pacific 

Dominica 

Virgin  Islands 

Grenada 

.    Anguilla  .; 

L'ook  Islands 

Babamae 

Canada    ... 

MwcellaDoous  Colonies... 
Gill>ort  and  Ellice  Islands 
UougKoDg        


Ekxmomic  Agriculture. 

Forests. 

Geology  and  Botany. 

Emigration. 

Sisal  Industry. 

Bubonic  Pl^ue. 

Mineral  Resources. 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

Agriculture, 

Condition  during  1897. 

Agriculture  in  CarriacoD. 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

Trade,  fSUa. 

Fibre  Industry. 

L^  Status  of  British  North 

^dmerican  Indians. 
Medical  Ueports. 
Report  for  1896-1900. 
Operations     in    New    Territory 

during  1900. 
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No.    346.  HOBTHMK 

NlOtRlA, 


1900-1901 


o1. 


NORTHERN   NIGERIA. 


(Report  for  (.f-riod  from  Ist  Janiiarj-,  im\  to  3l9t  March,  1901.) 


Londoa,  Ist  May,  1901. 
Arriving  at  the  eniJ  nf  Dpcpmber,  1H99,  I  took  over  the  ad-  Ceremonj 
miniatration  from  the  Royal  Niger  Company,  and  the  Union  ^  transfet. 
Flag-  was  hoisted  in  place  of  the  Company's,  at  7.20  a.m.,  at 
Lokoja,  on  .January  Ist,  1900,  in  presence  of  a  parade  of  all 
arms,  at  which  all  civilians  were  present  in  uniform. 

My  first  task  waa  to  take  over  the  Royal  Niger  Constabuluy  Incorpon- 
and  to  incorporate  them  in  the  West  African  Frontier  Force,  *ioa  ot 
with  the  exception  of  .'tOO  serving  in  Southern  Nigeria.     That  S?^ 
Protectorate  required  about  100  more  to  complete  its  strength,  CoMtabn- 
and  I   was  able  to  obtain  this  number  of  willing   volunteers  lary. 
through  the  influence  of  Major  Burdon,  their  lat«  Commander. 
I  also  called  for  volunteers  for  the  Gold   Coast,  but  without 
success.     Fifty  of  the  men  were  detailed  for  Civil  Police,  and 
after  the  selection  of  these,  and  the  discharge  of  a  certain  number 
who  were  time-expired  and  of  a  few  who  were  not  considerod 
to  be  useful  soldien,  there  remained  sufBcient  for  incorporation 
in  the  West  African  Frontier  Force  to  bring  the  establishment 
to  full  strength,  for  the  first  time  since  the  force  was  raised. 
A  few  senior  non-commissioned  officers  remained  in  excess,  but 
these  could  not  be  discharged  without  a  breach  of  contract  and 
were  gradually  absorbed.     Matters  connected  with  the  deferred 
pay,  armament,  and  clothing  of  the  men  transferred,  occupied 
some  time,  but  everything  was  satisfactorily  accomplished  by  the 
indefatigable  work  of  Colonel  (now  Sir  -Tames)  WillrwckR  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cole.     The  re-distribution  of  the  garrisons 
e»58*—7.')— 9/1901     Wt  2>ieiC    D  k  3-3  U 
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throughout  the  ProtcctoratL'  was  immediately  airanged,  and  I  de- 
tailed two  companicB  to  form  a  prcveutive  service  on  the  south 
frontier,  from  the  Niger  to  Borgu,  whence  to  the  French  frontier 
the  ganisons  in  Borgu  would  continue  the  line.  The  outbreak  in 
Aehanti,  unfortunately,  compelled  me  to  withdraw  these  troop* 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  A  certain  amount  of  liquor 
continues  to  be  smuggled  into  Northern  Nigeria,  but  so  far 
as  I  can  ascertain  it  ia  small  and  chiefly  enters  by  canoes  along 
the  Niger  waterway  from  Southern  Nigeria.  The  raising  of 
the  duties  in  Lagos  has,  no  doubt,  had  a  great  effect  in  decreas- 
ing the  liquor  traffic,  and  while  the  revenue  from  spirits  has, 
I  am  informed  (by  the  G-OTemor  of  Lagos),  sufEered  no  diminu- 
tion, and  an  increase  o£  £5,000  is  anticipated  next  year  (in 
consequence  of  the  consumption  of  existing  stocks),  the  import 
has  decreased  by  at  least  a  third.  The  result  is,  naturally, 
especially  felt  in  the  towns  furthest  from  the  coast,  and  Sir 
"William  MacGregor  infonns  me  that  little  or  no  liquor  is  to  be 
found  in  the  frontier  villages.  I  am  unable  to  give  any  statistics, 
owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  preventive  service  for  Ashanti. 

I  immediately  took  steps  to  survey  the  commercial  stations 
and  waterside  depots  assigned  under  the  terms  of  the  transfer 
to  the  new  Xiger  Company,  and  with  the  exception  of  Liaba 
(unoccupied)  and  of  the  three  small  depots  beyond  Ibi,  on  the 
Benue,  which  I  have  not  found  time  to  visit,  these  stations  have 
been  accurately  surveyed,  and  agi-eements  drawn  up,  which  have 
been  approved. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  which  I  had  submitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  I  lost  no  time  in  sending  out  sur- 
vey parties  to  examine  the  country  lying  to  the  north  of 
the  Niger,  between  the  river  Kaduua  and  the  eastern  high- 
lands of  Bautahi.  ilr.  AVallace  informs  me  that  repre- 
sentatives of  the  tribes  of  these  parts  (in  whose  country  the 
new  administrative  centre  will  be)  had  come  with  presents,  in 
1899,  asking  for  protection,  and  eager  to  welcome  Europeans. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Morland  took  charge  of  one  party,  with  a 
powerful  fighting  force  in  case  of  difficulties  with  Uie  Emirs 
of  Bida,  Eoutagora,  and  Zaria.  His  instructions  were  to  sur- 
vey the  course  of  the  Kaduna  as  far  as  Qhierko,  together  with 
the  country  to  the  east  towards  the  Gurara  river.  Lieutenant 
Monck-Mason  proceeded  with  a  smaller  party  up  the  Gurara, 
and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Cole  undertook  the  survey  of  the  Okwa 
river.  These  parties  were  instructed  to  avoid  all  hostilities, 
and  to  make  every  effort  to  win  the  con£dence  of  the  peoples 
whose  territories  were  traversed;  full  reports  on  the  economic 
and  geographical  conditions  were  to  be  submitted,  and  they 
would  especially  look  out  for  an  advantageous  site  for  the 
establishment  of  the  future  administrative  centre ;  they  would 
unite  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ghierko,  and  if  time  permitted 
would  then  make  a  further  surrey  towards  Bautahi.     Excelleui 
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work  was  done,  and  much  topograpltieal  information  was  ob-  NoRTsnit 
tained  whicli  will  be  invaluable  in  correcting  existing  maps.  Nioeua, 
Early  in  May,  Colonel  AVilleocks,  commandoat,  aud  Lieu-  -  1900-1901. 
tenant-Colonel  Kemball,  second  in  command,  left  headquarters 
to  join  the  surrey  parties,  which  had,  by  that  time,  all  reached 
Ghierko.  The  former  was  recalled  for  the  Ashanti  campaign,  but 
Colonel  Kemball  joined  the  survey  and  brought  the  combined 
IMirties  back.  Some  opposition  was  met  with  by  Lieutenant 
Monck- Mason,  who  found  himself  compelled  to  fight  the  intract- 
able tribes  near  Chikara,  who  had  attacked  him  without  provoca- 
tion, and  Lieu  tenant -Colonel  Cole  was  also  com.pelled  to  reduce 
the  large  pagan  town  of  Limu  (near  Ghierko),  whose  inhabitants 
had  kidnapped  one  of  our  carriers  and  refused  to  rendei  him  up. 
These  operations,  in  which  Colonel  Cole,  Major  Bryan,  Captain 
Abadie,  Lieutenant  Symonds,  Sergeant  Heffernan,  E.A,,  and 
Colour- 8ergean.t  Moran  were  wounded,  were  very  ably  and  suc- 
ceesfuUy  carried  through,  and  have  been  fully  reported.  The 
tribes  concerned  were  those  who  make  a  practice  of  attacking 
all  caravans,  and  closing  the  trade  routes,  and  their  defeat  tended 
to  open  up  the  routes  to  the  interior. 

Meanwhile,  the  late  Mr.  Carnegie  had  done  some  admirable  Utbet  hot 
survey  work  in  the  lUorin  district,  and  Major  Burdon  had  '^re- 
produced some  valuable  sketches  in  the  Lower  Benue  province, 
while  other  survey  work  1^  political  and  military  officers  had 
been  sent  in  from  various  parts  of  the  Protectorate,  and  this, 
with  all  later  additions  will,  I  hope,  form  material  for  much 
improvement  in  the  map  of  the  countiy.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cole,  Captain  Abadie,  and  Captain  Molesworth  (who  accom- 
panied Colonel  Kemball),  have  done  especially  good  work 

On  my  arrival,  I  found  that  the  telegraph  line  under  con-  Telegraph 
struction  from  Lokoja  to  Ibi,  on  the  Benue,  had  been  arrested  f 
by  the  hoatility  of  the  Munshi  tribes,  with  whom  the  telegraph  * 
escort  was  engaged  in  lighting.  A  strong  expedition, -under 
Iiieutenant-Colonel  Cole,  was  at  once  organised,  and  by  the 
end  of  March  the  Munshi  country,  to  the  north  of  the  Benue, 
had  been  traversed  by  our  troops,  and  severe  loss  inflicted  on 
the  tribe  in  a  series  of  engagements.  These  people  use  poisoned 
arrows  of  a  very  deadly  kind,  and  are  a  constant  source  of  trouble, 
firing  at  canoes  proceeding  up  the  river,  and  defying  authority 
in  the  dense  forest  and  undergrowth  which  cover  their  country. 
The  principal  chiefs  made  submission,  but  the  season  was 
already  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  the  extension  of  the  tele- 
graph beyond  Akwaneja,  on  the  borders  of  Munshiland,  100 
miles  from  the  Niger.  The  staff  employed  had  ^ready  com- 
pleted their  period  of  service,  and  the  medical  authorities  depre- 
cated their  stay  during  another  rainy  season  in  the  unhealthy, 
swamps  and  forests  of  the  Munshi  country.  The  lines  com- 
pleted, therefore,  are :  (1)  ttiat  from  the  Lagos  frontier  to  Jebba 
(connecting  with  Lagos),  and  (2)  thence  to  Lokoja,  together  with 
the  extension  from  Lokoja  to  Akwaneja.       Sulwequently  the 
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NoBTsntM  lineamen  of  the  mainteaance  party  cleared  a  line,  sonth'wards, 
NiSEBiA,  along  the  Niger  bank  for  some  25  milee,  and  poles  have  been 
■  1*00-1901.  ej-eet^i  along  this  for  15  miles.  The  lines  now  urgently  requiretl 
are,  therefore,  as  follows :  — -(a)  The  completion  of  the  Lokoja- 
Ibi  line,  which  I  propose  to  carry  further  to  the  north  of  the 
Benue  so  as  to  avoid  the  Mtinshi  conntry.  (6)  A  line  to  connect 
the  new  site  with  the  Niger,  and  to  be  continued  through 
Eontagora  to  lUo. 

Lokojt.  I  had  expressed  (in  iiurnier  despatches)  my  strong  conviction 

that  Lokoja  should  be  abandoned  as  an  European  settlement, 
and  a  site  further  down  the  river  selected,  where  the  sewage 
of  the  native  town  would  not  vitiate  the  water  supply,  where 
a  healthier  situation  might  be  found,  and  the  rocks,  which 
have  caused  the  wreck  of  so  many  steamers  at  Lokoja,  avoided. 
It  was  for  this  reason  I  had  selected  Quendon  (25  miles  dowm 
river),  as  the  site  for  the  workshops,  and  I  had  proposed  tt} 
myself  to  make  liit;  new  settlyuient  not  far  from  it.  The  collapse 
of  the  Public  Works  Di^paitiuent  and  the  delay  in  the  aiiival 
of  a  capable  Director,  however,  frufltrat«d  my  plans.  1  was 
compelled,  moreover,  to  put  up  a  bungalow  at  Lokoja,  as  a  shelter 
ior  new  arrivals,  and  gradually  the  pnissibility  of  a  transfer 
ceased  to  be  practicable.  I  found,  also,  that  the  ridge  (a  mile 
from  the  town)  occupied  by  the  troops,  had  proved  very  healthy, 
and  a  fine  polo  ground  had  been  made.  I  therefore  laid  out 
a  cantonment,  and  Mr.  Eaglesome  commenced  to  erect  the 
houses  of  the  civil  stafi  on  a  spur  parallel  to  that  occupied  by  the 
military  lines.  This  work  has,  imder  his  able  and  energetio 
ctrntrol,  advanced  rapidly.  Four  bungalows  and  two  smidi 
public  oftices  are  coinpletud,  iirid  a  fifth  bungalow  is  in  course  of 
erectioD,  as  well  as  a  masonry  gaol  and  magazine.  A  market 
place,  clerks'  houses,  storehouses,  &c.,  &c.,  are  also  in  course 
of  completion.  I  attach  a  tracing  of  the  plan  of  the  canton- 
Lokoja  ment,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  in  the  general  form 

cftatomnsnt.  of  a  horse-shoe,  between  which  and  the  river  lie  the  houses  of 
the  native  clerks  and  artisans,  the  market,  storehouses  and 
engineering  yard,  Ac.  All  the  houses  are  on  high  ground  and 
built  so  as  to  catch  the  prevailing  breeze.  The  rank  grass 
and  pools  enclosed  in  this  area  require  to  be  cleared  away,  and 
'the  whole  place  made  sanitary,  and  for  this  purpose  a  consider- 
able expenditure  will  be  necessary  in  the  coming  year.  I  have 
it  in  contemplation  to  gradually  move  the  native  town  six  or 
seven  miles  down  stream,  and  so  to  do  away  with  the  pollution 
of  the  water,  and  with  other  evils  such  as  the  proximity  of  a 
haven  for  thieves  and  prostitutes,  the  infection  of  mosquitoes 
with  malarial  germs,  and  the  insanitary  conditions  inevitable 
around  a  large  native  town.  I  have  already  taken  steps  to 
this  end.  It  will  also,  probably,  be  necessary  to  transfer  the 
"^  workshops  to  Lokoja — they  are  too  distant  at  Quendon  under  this 

new  scheme,  but  by  doing  this  gradually  I  hope  to  incur  but 
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little  expense.      On  transfer  of  the  adminiBtrative  headquarters,     Nokthkicn 
one  or  two  houses  will  be  left  at  Jehha  for  the  military  detach-     ,^iS^"j 
ment,  and  barracks  for  one  company.  West  African  Frontier     '°00-t901. 
Force,   require  to  be   erected.       A  a&all  subsidiary  gaol  will  jebba. 
also  be  built,  for  which  bricks  are  now  ready,  and  construction 
will  begfin  at  once.  _ 

No  steps  have,  as  yet,  been  taken  to  provide  suitable  housing  U"'  nUtions. 
for  Europeans  at  out-stations,  and  this  will  require  attention 
as  soon  as  more  pressing   matters  admit  of  it.        Meanwhile, 
officers  and  others  occupy  well-made  huts  of  native  construction. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  housing  of  the  Honsiiig. 
Civil  Staff,  but  since  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Eaglesome,  Director  of 
Public  Works,  in  Xovember,  1900,  much  progress  has  been 
made.  More  houses  are,  however,  required,  and  the  very 
temporary  and  small  huts  for  the  British  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  of  the  West  African  Frontier  Force  must 
be  replaced  by  a  better  and  healthier  class.  They  have  already 
lasted  the  period  they  were  expected  to  last. 

The  reports  of  the  survey  parties  were  received  in  July  or  Selertionof 
August.  A  very  careful  consideration  of  these  led  me  to  the  "™^^ 
conclusion  that,  with  my  present  resources,  it  was  impracticable 
to  establish  headquarters  in  the  Eastern  highlands.  No  river 
gives  access  in  tiiat  direction  to  the  interior.  The  Ourara  is 
hopelessly  tortuous,  and  navigation  is  interrupted  by  rapids, 
at  a  point  not  more  than  30  miles  direct  from  the  ^Tiger.  In 
the  rains  the  current  is  so  strong  that  a  steamer  can  hardly 
make  head  against  it  r  in  the  drj-  season  it  is  no  longer  navigable. 
The  Okwa  is  only  navigable  a  short  way,  and  for  a  short  period. 
But  the  greatest  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  surveys  did 
not  disclose  any  practicable  means  of  negociating  the  steep 
gradient  by  which  the  higher  lands  fall  to  the  Niger  valley. 
The  trend  of  the  Niger  south-east  from  Jebba  to  Lokoja,  also 
renders  the  distance  from  its  waterway  to  any  central  and 
feasible  site  in  the  eastern  highlands  much  greater  than, 
in  the  west.  The  neighbourhood  of  Wushishi,  on  the  other 
hand,'  is  accessible  by  the  waterway  of  the  K&dnnn,  which  from 
that  point  runs  due  south  in  a  very  straight  course,  and  which 
is  navigable  (with  no  strong  current)  for  some  four  months  for 
large  steamers,  and  practically  throughout  the  year  for  canoes, 
as  tar  as  Qwari  Juko  (eight  miles  below  Wnshishi).  Com- 
pelled to  decide  at  once,  I  selected  this  position,  and,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  Kadnna  flood  in  July,  August,  and  September, 
I  pushed  forward  the  wooden  houses  sent  out  for  erection, 
and  landed  them  at  Wushishi.  The  outbreak  of  the  Ashanti 
war  left  me  for  the  time  unable  to  protect  the  watorway  of 
the  Kaduna  from  the.  aggression  of  Kontagora  and  Bida, 
and  for  some  months  communication  was  much  interrupted. 
Nothing  could  be  done  towards  selecting  the  actual  site  of  can- 
tonments nntil  after  the  settlement  of  the  Kontagora-Bida 
MSS  A 1 
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NoBTHERM  trouble  (on  the  return  of  the  troops  from  Ashaati),  but  as  sooa 
i^n*^  a«  thJB  had  been  accompliBhed  I  proceeded  at  once  (on  Febnt- 
1900-1901.  j^j.y  j^i,^  lyQjj  ^^  AVushishi,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Langley  (Acting 
Principal  Medical  Officer),  Mr.  Eagleaome  (Director  of  Public 
Works),  Mr.  Scott  (Surveyor),  and  Captain  Abadie.  Following 
the  course  of  the  Kaduna  we  found  that  the  river  lay  in  a  deep 
valley.  Ite  bed  consisted  of  gneiss  boulders,  end  at  this  (thia 
driest)  seaaon  waa  broken  into  a  aeries  of  clear  streams  and  water- 
falla,  connecting  stretchea  of  deep  blue  pools.  About  10  miles 
beyond  Wushiahi  the  country  became  veiy  difficult  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  surface  tram  line.  Spurs  run  down  to  the  river, 
separated  by  deep  depressions,  and  the  country  becomes  mora 
and  more  broken  beyond  Jimu.  We  followed  round  the  right- 
angle  bend  of  the  river  as  far  as  Makakai,  and  I  then  struck 
due  south  to  ascertain  if  it  were  possible  to  construct  a  line 
across  from  Wuahishi."  A  fairly  level  undulating  plateau  of 
considerable  height  extends  around  Mykunkerri,  but  is  enclosed 
to  westward  by  a  semicircular  range  of  hills.  From  this  point 
Messrs.  Eaglesome  and  Scott  went  across  to  Wushishi  to 
thoroughly  examine  the  intervening  country.  Briefly,  their 
report  was  to  the.  effect  that  the  country  was  difficult,  that  they 
had  discovered  a  tortuous  gap  in  the  lulls,  through  which  pro- 
bably the  tramway  could  be  brought,  but  that  its  cost  would  be 
very  heavy  (40  miles),  and  its  construction  would  take  an  ad- 
ditional year.  There  could  be  no  hope  of  m^ing  a  move  to 
the  new  headquarters  before  the  autumn  of  1903,  and  it  was  pro- 
bable that  the  line  would  be  seriously  damaged  each  rains,  its 
op-keep,  therefore,  involving  a  heavy  annual  expenditure. 
Meanwhile,  the  materials  at  Wushishi,  already  deteriorating 
rapidly,  would  have  become  practically  useless,  for  until  the 
tramway  is  constructed  they  cannot  be  conveyed  to  the  site.  I 
considered  it  impracticable  to  go  on  living,  as  it  were,  from  hand 
to  mouth,  with  the  temporary  expedients  I  had  hitherto  em- 
ployed at  Jebba,  for  two  more  years.  Offices  and  dwelling- 
houses  must  be  erected  at  Jebba,  unless  the  move  was  to  be 
undertaken  la  the  near  future.  "Not  only  would  these  build- 
ings have  shortly  to  be  abandoned  again,  but  their  erection 
would  occupy  my  small  staff  to  the  further  delay  of  the. per- 
manent conatructiona  at  the  new  site.  Fipally,  I  was  unwilling 
to  recommend  this  heavy  expenditure  on  a  line  which,  after 
increased  knowledge  of  the  countiy,  might,  after  all,  prove  to 
be  by  no  means  the  beat,  and  on  a  site  which  we  might  after- 
wards find  to  be  surpassed  in  situation  and  feasibility  of  access. 
In  order,  however,  that  we  might  thoroughly  prove  our  con- 
clusions, I  determined  to  strike  across  to  the  Saduna,  meeting 
it  at  the  point  at  which  the  difhcult  country  had  commenced, 
thus  traversing  the  diagonal  of  the  circle  whose  circumference 
we  had  traced.  It  proved,  not  merely  impracticable  for  a  rail- 
way, but  most  difiicult  to  cross  at  all.  Endless  hills,  separated 
by  deep  gorges  and  valleys,  an^  formed  of  quartzite  rook,  oflered 
•  $ft  mnji  attnchcd. 
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an  interminable  viata  on  every  liorizon.  The  drainage  of  this 
barren  and  inhoBpitable  land  was  conveyed  in  eeveral  beautiiul 
atreams  to  one  main  channel,  and  I  conceived  tliat  somewhere 
near  the  jnnctjon  of  this  stream  with  the  Kaduna,  I  might  find 
a  site  which  would  oiler  some  of  the  aiL  vantages  1  sought.  1  was 
anxious  that  the  cantoameut  should  be  on  both  sides  of  a  stream, 
rather  than  t&at  it  should  consist  of  one  long  river  frontage,  in* 
volving  great  distances  between  the  various  houses  and  offices, 
and  consequent  delay  in  work,  and  exposure  to  the  sun  in  getting 
from  place  to  place.  Moreover,  by  building  on  a  tributary  stream, 
I  should  evade  the  deep  bed  of  the  Kaduna,  and  every  yard  in- 
land would  add  to  the  elevation,  owing  to  the  rapid  fall  of  the 
ground.  We  selected  a  place  which  offered  many  advantages. 
It  is  about  a  mile  from  the  Kaduna,  and  the  exceedingly  tor- 
tuous channel  of  the  stream  enables  us  to  so  arrange  the  Houses 
that  all  have  access  to  it  within  2U0  or  ;tOO  yards,  "at  most,  lu  the 
dry  season  the  stream  can  hardiy  be  said  to  flow,  but  long  reaches 
of  deep,  clear  water,  full  of  large  fish,  guarantee  an  ample  and 
good  water  supply,  while  at  a  very  little  expenditure  of  work 
and  money,  the  stream  (which  offers  natural  facilities  for  such 
operations)  can  be  dammed  so  as  to  form  a  reservoir,  and  thus 
converted  into  a  running  river  all  the  year  round.  There  is, 
also,  every  prospect  of  our  being  able  to  find  water  by  well 
sinking.  The  ground  oliers  excellent  sites  for  houses  on  knolls 
and  ridges,  and  the  inteiTening  ground  contains  soil  in  which 
gardens  can  be  made  and  trees  planted.  There  is  abundance 
of  fuel  around,  and  some  fine  trees  on  the  site.  Its  distance 
from  the  Kaduna  will,  I  hope,  be  great  enough  to  free  it  from 
the  mosquitoes  (mostly  of  the  anopheles  genus)  which  infest  that 
valley,  and  when  the  stream  has  been  dammed  it  wil)  be  ea^ 
to  abolish  all  pools  in  which  tiiese  insects  can  breed.  It  is 
nine  miles  norUi  of  Wushishi.  I  could  have  wished  that  it  had 
been  a  greater  distance  from  the  low-lying  bed  of  the  navigable 
Kaduna  (at  and  below  Wushishi)  and  its  surrounding  marshes, 
hut  the  prevailing  wind  is,  I  believe,  from  the  opposite  direction, 
and,  as  I  have  explained,  our  efforts  to  find  a  site  further  away 
wore  unavailing.  These  nine  miles  can  be  covered  by  a  steam 
tramway  without  any  engineering  difficulty  whatever. 

Having  selected  the  site,  I  made,  in  consultation  with  the 
Director  of  Public  Works,  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  and 
Captain  Abadie,  a  rough  plan  of  the  way  in  which  I  propose  to 
lay  it  out,  and  I  enclose  a  tracing  tthowiog  the  sites  upon  which 
the  various  buildings  will  he  ei-ected.  The  dwelling-houses  (in- 
cluding Government  House),  both  civil  and  military,  available 
for  ereciicn,  are  21  in  number,  and  there  is,  in  addition, a  hospital. 
I  propose  to  build  the  public  offices,  court  house,  gaol,  and 
magazine,  of  bricks  made  on  the  spot.  Some  more  dwelling- 
houses  will  be  required,  but  the  number  already  available  will, 
I  trust,  enable  us  to  move  up  from  Jebba  in  July  of  next  year, 
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NoKTHERN  if  there  is  no  delay  in  shipping  the  material  for  the  tramw^, 
NioEBiA,  and  other  requisites.  The  Director  of  Public  Works  returns,  at 
1900-1901,  Q^gg^  ^^  make  the  location  of  the  line,  and  to  begin  upon  the 
construction  of  the  permanent  way.  This  construction  opens  the 
work  of  the  new  (financial)  year.  I  had  left  Bida  on  Febru- 
ary 19.  The  examination  of  the  ground  was  completed  and 
the  site  selected  by  March  13th.  On  18th  I  left,  and  marching 
rapidly  via  Bida,  I  reached  the  Niger  (which  I  had  left  on. 
February  11th)  on  March  21st.  (I  may  add  here  that,  having 
completed  my  work  first  at  Jebba  and  then  at  Lokoja,  I  met 
Sir  B.  Moor  at  Forcados,  on  April  4th,  and  reached  Lagoe, 
with  him,  the  following  day,  in  order  to  confer  with  the 
Governor,  Sir  W.  Macgregor,  on  various  matters  in  accordance 
with  instructions.) 

p  ...  ^  The  abolition  of  the  special  staff  for  the  erection  of  the  houses, 

works  ^'^^  *1^*  assumption  of  this  task  by  the  permanent  Public  "Works 

general.  Department,  together  with  the  other  circumstances  I  have  de- 

scribed, have  rendered  it  impossible  to  carry  out  several  urgent 
works  which  I  had  proposed  to  undertake.  Among  these  are 
the  proper  sanitation  and  drainage  of  Lokoja,  the  construction 
of  roads — -more  especially  the  eKtension  of  the  Lagos  road  from 
the  frontier  to  the  Niger,  and  the  improvement  of  the  channel 
of  the  Niger  by  the  removal  of  a  few  of  the  rocks  and  snags. 
These  works  are  all  urgent  and  must  receive  attention  during 
the  coming  year.  In  addition,  a  road  is  required  to  connect 
Bida  on  the  one  hand,  and  Kontagora  on  the  other,  with  the 
new  headquarters.  The  native  chiefs  in  Borgu,  and  also  on  the 
Fpper  Benuc  {under  Mr.  Hewby's  excellent  influeiice),  have 
done  something  in  the  way  of  road  making  and  opening  up 
communication  in  their  districts. 

The  pa«t  year  has,  of  course,  been  one  of  initial  organisation 
in  the  Administrative  Departments.  I  regret  that  this  is  not 
yet  as  complete  as  I  should  have  wished  to  have  left  it,  but  the 
inadequate  staff  has  hampered  my  efforts,  and  thrown  upon  me, 
personally,  so  much  detail  work  that  I  have  been  unable  to 
accomplish  as  much  in  other  directions  as  I  otherwise  might 
have  done. 

That  portion  of  the  Protectorate  of  which  we  are  in  effective 
nccupation  has  been  divided  into  nine  provinces,  viz..  (1)  Illorin ; 
(2)  Kabba;  (3)  Middle  Niger;  (4)  Lower  Benue;  (5)  Upper 
Benne;  (6)Nupe;  (7)  Kontagora;  (8)  Borgu;  (9)  Zaria.  Ad- 
ditional provinces,  which  should  be  taken  in  hand  as  soon  as 
ptMsible,  are  (10)  Basaa;  (11)  Muri  (who  would  welcome  us); 
(12)  Bautshi ;  and  (IB)  Tola.  I  have  already  emphasised  the 
advant^e  of  opening  up  these  eastern  territories  without  delay, 
mainly  <m  the  ground  of  their  supposed  salubrity  and  mineral 
wealth.  The  nccessityof  checking  the  rapid  depopulation  by  organ- 
ised slave-raiding  in  the  eastern  states,  and  of  dealing  with  the 
problems  offered  by  the  advent  of  the  French  on  Lake  Chad, 
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and  the  arrival  of  Fad-el-Allah  in  British  teiiitory,  are  ad- 
ditional reasons.  Though  these  provinces  are  far  distant  from  Nias 
Lake  Chad,  they  will  afEord  a  base  from  which  we  can,  to  some  ^^^ 
extent,  keep  in  toach  with  events  in  the  north.  The  advent 
of  Fad-el- Allah  (son  and  successor  of  Kabeh)  piesenta  a  problem. . 
which  demands  immediate  attention.  Either  he  must  he  at- 
tacked and  driven  out,  or  assigned  a  district  in  which  to  settle 
on  terms  of  friendship.  If  matters  are  left  to  drift,  the  whole 
of  this  part  of  the  country  will  become  a  cockpit  of  war,  and 
will  be  depopulated  and  ruined.  The  destruction  of  the  great 
town  of  Guaram,  by  Bautshi,  early  last  year,  when  several 
thoQsand  persons  are  reported  to  have  been  massacred  or  en- 
slaved, proves  the  urgent  need  for  the  afisertion  of  our  power 
and  the  introduction  of  the  Fax  Britannica.-  When  the  new 
organisation,  proposed  in  my  estimates,  comes  into  force,  and 
there  arc  two  political  officers  actually  in  the  country  in  each 
province,  the  "Middle  Niger"  can  be  abolished,  leaving  12 
provinces,  for  which  36  officers  (including  those  on  leave)  are 
absolutely  necessary. 

'ITiroughout  the  Prutectoraty,  but  esptcially  in  IIil'  southern  Peraoi 
provineus,  the  crime  of  extortion  or  personation  is  very  pre- 
valent. A  man  wearing  a  fez  and  a  pair  of  trousers  comes 
to  a  village  and  announces  that  he  has  been  sent  by  the  white 
men.  He  may  remain  there  for  months,  levying  blackmail 
from  the  ignorant  natives.  He  will  often  not  content  himself 
with  demanding  horses,  cattle,  fowls,  and  grain  (sometimes  in 
large  quantities),  but  by  threats  that  he  will  bring  against  the 
people  some  serious  chaise  which  (he  informs  them)  will  result 
in  Uieir  extermination  by  the  forces  of  the  Protectorate,  he  may 
terrorise  them  into  yielding  to  him  their  wives  and  daughters. 
The  uncomplaining  acquiescence  of  the  people,  and  their  extra- 
ordinary credulity  encourage  this  form  of  crime.  It  can  only 
be  cbedied  by  political  officers  constantly  patrolling  their  dis- 
tricts, and  informing  the  people,  arresting  such  criminals,  and 
thoroughly  enquiring  into  all  complaints  of  alleged  raiding,  &c., 
to  ascertain  that  they  are  not  false  accusations,  before  taking 
any  measures  of  repression  against  the  alleged  raiders.  It  is 
my  conviction  that  throughout  Africa — East  and  West — much 
injustice  and  oppression  has  been  unwittingly  done  by  our  forces 
acting  on  crude  information,  and  accusations  of  slave -raiding, 
Ac.,  brought  by  enemies  of  the  accused  to  procure  their  destruc- 
tion. Patient  and  unwearying  investigation  by  properly  trained 
political  officers  wifli  good  interpreters,  is  the  only  way  of  check- 
ing both  these  forms  of  oppression,  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
that  I  urge  so  strongly  that  the  Political  Department  should 
ctmaist  of  able  and  experienced  men,  and  that  the  staff  should 
be  maintained  at  an  adequate  strength.  Native  courts,  under 
the  supervision  of  residents,  are  gradually  being  formed.  Mr. 
Hewby.  in  the  T'pper  Benue  province,  has  been  especially  sue-  (jp™. 
cessful;   and  has  set  up  a  native  court  in  most  of  the  larger  Braia^. 
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NoBTHEBK  towns  of  luB  pTOviuce.  He  receives  regular  reporta  oi  the  cases 
NiCBBtA,  tried,  and  informs  me  that  very  fair  justice  is  done.  The 
1900-1901.    Assistant  Resident  in  Illoria  asinres  me  that  the  pnblic  slave 

jjl^^r|~  market  there  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  that  great  improve- 
ment is  visible  in  the  metiiods  of  trial,  and  the  sentences  in- 
flicted by  the  new  native  cooit.  Thero  was  mnch  unrest  in 
this  province  during  the  absence  of  the  troops,  but  X  hope  that 
substantial  progress  is  being  made.     Borgu  has  improved  greatly 

^1^*  during  our  occupation.     The  able  chief,  Kiama,  is  making  roads 

in  every  direction,  which  he  frequently  superintends  himself. 
The  small  patch  of  country  on  the  east  of  the  Niger,  in  the 
neighbuurhoo:!  of  the  Dalut  Mauri,  has  recently  been  occupied 
by  troops,  a  course  rendered  necessary  by  French  aggreseioa, 
and  the  raids  of  the  Fulani  from  Haha.  I  have  instructed 
the  Officer  Commanding  to  punish  the  latter.     There  is  no  resi- 

n._  dent  in  the  Bassa  province,  which,  I  am  informed,  is  a  very 

important  one  from  a  trade  point  of  view,  and  the  people  have 
expressed  great  eagerness  for  a  white  man  to  live  among  them 
and  settle  their  differences  without  recourse  to  inter-tribal  war- 
fare. The  deficiency  of  stofE  has,  however,  prevented  my  taking 
this  district  in  hand  and  assuring  the  safety  of  the  roads  for 
traders.  Mr.  Carnegie  was  appointed  to  this  district,  but  his 
sad  death  occurred  before  he  could  actually  visit  it,  though  be 
had  already  done  much,  and  given  pledges  to  the  chiefs  who 

Zaria.  visited  him  in  Lokoja.     The  /aria  district  belongs  rather  to  the 

coming  than  to  the  past  year.  It  contains  many  large  pagan 
towns,  from  which  I  hope  to  obtain  a  cheap  iRbour  supply  for 
work  on  the  new  cantonments,  and  I  am  using  every  eilort  to 
avoid  the  introduction  into  this  new  cenlre  of  the  preposterous 
labour  rates  which  have  obtained  on  the  Xiger  and  which  hamper 

Lower  all  development  and  progress.  In  the  Lower  Benue  Major  Burden 

Benn^  and  (later)  Dr.  Cargill  have  made  some  progress  in  cultivating 

the  friendship  of  the  Munshi  tribe,  and  also  with  the  Fulani 
sub-emirate  of  Nassarswa  and  Eeffi.  Slave-raiding  by  th<» 
Mohammedan  chiefs  still  continues,  and  produces  continual  un- 
rest among  the  neighbouring  pagan  tribes,  with  the  usual  re- 
prisals and  closing  of  frade  routes.  I  anticipate  that  this  will 
cease  without  any  recourse  to  drastic  measures,  as  soon  as  I 
can  place  a  small  garrison  at  Nassarawa  and  establish  the  Resi- 
dent there,  but  the  telegraph  line  must  first  be  made.  The 
trade  routes  to  the  lower  Beniu^  will  then  be  free  from  danger. 

Bidcota  and         Fending  the  eetabliahment  of  the  new  headquarters,  I  havB 

Oaodo.  not  attempted  to  open  up  any  relations  with  the  distant  Fulani 

emirates  in  the  north.     They  still  remain  great  centres  of  the 

slave-trade,  as  do  also  Yola  and  Bautshi,  in  the  east,     ^ere  is, 

probably,  no  part  of  the  "  Dark  Continent "  in  which  the  worst 

BUre  rud-      forms  of  slave  raiding  still  exist  to  so  terrible  an  extent,  and 

^'  are  prosecuted  en  so  large  and   systematic   a  scale  as   in  the 

British  Protectorate  of  Northern  Nigeria.       Each  year,  as  the 

grass  dries  up,  armies  toke  the  field  to  collect  slaves.      Nor  are 
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tiiey  even  provldeat  of  their  huntmg  grounds,  for  tlioae  vho  Kokthku 
are  lueloBs  as  alavea  are  killed  in  large  numbers,  Uie  vlllagw  Niouu, 
bamt,  and  the  fugitives  loft  to  atarv©  iu  the  bush.  The  first  1900-1901. 
great  step  to  check  this  evil  was  taken  by  the  Royal  Niger 
Company  in  1897,  when,  after  the  defeat  of  Bida,  they  severed 
from  the  rule  of  that  emir  all  the  territories  south  of  ^e  Niger 
(Eabba  province).  The  relief  came  almost  too  late,  for  Uie  Knbb*.  ..j 
country  is  depopulated,  and  hundreds  of  ruins  attest  the  former 
existence  of  -a  population  and  a  prosperity  which  have  gone.  De- 
prived of  their  hunting  grounds,  and  anticipating  the  advent  of 
European  control,  with  its  prohibition  of  slave -raiding,  the 
Fulani  and  Nup^s  began  early  in  the  year  to  ravage  the  districts  Nnp^  and 
nearer  home,  and,  with  Kontagora  the  "  Glwamachi "  (destroyer),  Kootsgoia. 
who  bears  the  title  of  "King  of  the  Sudan,"  laid  waste  the 
country  from  the  Kiger  banks,  on  the  west  and  south  to  the 
eastern  highlands,  and  to  the  north  as  far  as  the  boixlers  of 
Sokoto  and  Zaria.  At  the  beginning  of  July,  information 
reached  me  that  they  had  planned  a  combined  attack  on  our 
small  garrison  at  Wushishi,  and  I  hurried  thither  myself  with 
reinforcements,  under  Major  O'Neill,  R.A.  The  headmen 
of  "Wushishi  itself  were  secretly  murdered,  and  outrages  on 
our  soldiers  within  a  few  yards  of  the  camp  followed.  Mean- 
while, the  two  armies  raided  for  slaves  almost  to  the  very  banks 
of  tJie  Niger,  and  elose  to  Tebba,  while  messages  were  sent 
to  persuade  Illorin  to  join  in  a  rising,  and  to  expel  the  white 
men,  whose  troops  (it  was  said)  had  been  exterminated  in 
Ashanti.  The  people  began  to  desert  Wushishi,  and  the  ab-  Operstiona 
solute  necessity  for  obtaining  supplies  for  our  troops,  and  of  in  1900. 
protecting  the  villages  which  had  shown  us  f  riendahip,  compelled 
me  to  instruct  Major  O'Neill  to  place  small  forts  in  neighbour- 
ing villages  and  to  patrol  the  country.  This  task  he  performed 
most  ably  and  with  great  dash,  defeating  the  horsemen  of 
Xontagora  and  Bida  in  a  series  of  skirmishes  and  occulting! 
the  country  for  some  20  miles  south  and  east  of  WusluBbi. 
Great  loss  was  infiieted  on  the  slave  raiders,  and  thousands  of 
refugees  crowded  the  protected  villages  for  safety,  while  his 
handful  of  men  had  hardly  any  casualties.  Mr,  Dwyer,  mean- 
while, managed  with  much  tact  and  pluck  to  keep  things  fairly 
quiet  in  Illorin,  where  he  had  succeeded  Mr.  Carnegie,  an  officer 
of  exceptional  promise,  whose  sad  deatJi  was  a  very  great  loss 
to  the  Protectorate.  In  November,  I  directed  Major  O'Neill 
to  endeavour  to  clear  the  waterway  of  the  Kaduna.  "With  a 
small  force,  ably  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Porter,  he  defeated  a 
band  of  Kontagora's  levies  at  Daba,  and,  crossing  the  river, 
he  met  and  dispersed  the  gatherings  of  the  Bida  horsemen,  and 
on  December  19tb  pursued  them  to  the  walla  of  the  town.  With 
great  gallantry  he  entered  the  city  with  only  30  men,  and  en- 
deavoured to  arrest  the  Emir  with  his  own  hand.  He  exposed  his 
small  party,  however,  to  a  most  imminent  risk  of  extermination, 
and  only  escaped,  himself  badly  wounded,  by  the  greatest  good 
fortune.    On  the  return  of  the  tnx^  irosa.  Adumti  at  the  Mid 
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KoBTHEBif  of  December,  I  immediately  give  orden  for  an  expedition  to  be 
.^.'^'VAi  orgranised  against  Eonta^ora.  Colonel  Kemball,  Acting  Com- 
nmndant  of  tbe  West  African  Frontier  Force,  himBelf  took  com- 
mand, and  in  the  middle  of  January  marched  north  vith  a 
strong  force  to  Ngaski  along  the  Niger  bank.  There  be  met 
Lieutenant  Reyes,  with  a  detachment  from  the  Illo  garrisoa. 
The  combined  force  marched  on  Kontagora,  keeping  to  the  north 
of  the  town  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  chief  towards  Sokoto. 
The  town  was  captured,  and  the  enemy  defeated,  with  the  loaa 
of  one  man  on  our  side,  while  the  Fulani  horsemen  suffered  very 
heavily.  Colonel  Kemball  despatched  two  strong  parties  in 
pursuit  of  tbe  flying  chief,  and  these  compelled  him  to  abandon 
all  his  slaves  a^d  retinue,  and  he  only  escaped  with  a  handfal 
of  followers.  The  town  was  saved  from  constant  attempts  at 
incendiarism,  by  great  efiorts,  during  the  night.  A  company 
was  left  as  garrison,  and  the  force  marched  to  the  Kaduna, 
meeting  with  demonstrations  from  the  villagers,  who  were  over- 
joyed at  the  fall  of  the  "  Glwamachi."  On  their  upward  march: 
the  troops  bad  passed  through  an  absolutely  depopulated  country. 
On  February  9th,  at  Egbaji,  I  met  Mr.  Wallace  (who  had  just 
arrived  from  England)  and  Mr.  Watts  of  the  Niger  Company, 
who  for  years  has  been  an  intimate  friend  of  the  Bida  chiefa 
and  who  speaks  Nupe.  I  had  sent  messengers  to  the  Emir 
and  all  the  principal  chiefs  of  Bida  to  meet  me  there,  but  only 
the  Markun's  partj'  arrivetl.  This  man  was  appointed  Emir 
by  the  Company,  after  the  defeat  of  Bida  in  1897,  but  the  ex- 
Emir,  Abu  Bakri,  had  returned  and  ousted  the  Markun,  and  had 
since  been  recognised  as  Emir  by  the  Company.  I  sent  further 
messages  to  tell  Aba  Bakri  to  meet  me  on  the  Kaduna,  whither 
I  was  proceeding,  and  asstiring  him  that,  no  matter  what  the 
result  of  the  interview,  his  return,  in  safety,  would  be  gnania- 
teed.  Again,  only  the  Markun's  party  met  me.  Colonel  Eem- 
ball  and  his  troops  joined  me  here,  and  we  marehed  on  Bida  pre- 
pared, if  necesfsary,  to  fight.  I  had,  however,  assured  the  chiefs 
that  not  a  shot  would  be  fired  unless  I  was  attacked,  but  that 
all  who  attempted  flight  would  be  treated  as  enemies.  Abu 
Bakri  1  could  no  longer  recognise  as  Emir,  but,  if  he  would  yet 
meet  me  at  Bida,  I  would  arrange  to  provide  for  his  future 
in  comfort.  He,  however,  elected  to  fly,  and  was  pursued  for 
a  great  distance  by  troops  sent  to  watch  the  rear  of  the  town, 
towards  Lapai.  He  barely  escaped,  with  six  followers  only, 
while  several  important  chiefs  were  wounded  and  captured. 
Th^  were  liberated  later,  after  their  wounds  had  been  treated. 
The  troops  marched  through  the  town  in  a  long  procession,  and 
formed  a  hollow  square  in  front  of  the  Markun's  "  palace," 
where  I  proclaimed  him  Emir  before  the  assembled  people. 
Following  the  custom  in  British  India  I  gave  him  "  a  letter 
of  appointment,"  containing  the  conditions  on  which  he  held  the 
emirate.  These,  briefly,  were,  that  he  should  rule  justly  and  in 
accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Protectorate,  that  he  should 
obey  the  High  Coinmissioner,  and  be  guided  by  the  advice  ci 
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the  ilesident ;  that  minerals  and  waste  lands  should  be  the  pro- 
iperty  of  the  Crown.      In  the  case  of  Kontagora,  I  wrote  to  the 

Emir  of  Sokoto,  asking  him  to  nominate  a  successor,  and  ex-         

plaining  the  reason  why  I  had  deposed  the  chief.  He  will 
receive  a  similar  letter  of  appointment.  The  broad  principlea 
achieved  may  be  thus  summarised.  Two  of  the  most  powerful 
of  the  Fulani  Emirs  have  been  deposed,  becaiise,  after  repeated 
warnings,  they  would  not  deeiBt  fiom  laying  waste  the  whole 
country  and  carrying  off  the  people  as  slaves.  Both  the  fine 
cities,  which  were  the  Fulani  capitals,  have  been  preserved 
from  destmction.  The  loss  of  life  has  beeu  confined  almost 
entirely  to  the  Fulani  horsemen,  viz.,  to  the  slave-raiders  them- 
selves, and  tbey  have  suffered  heavily,  while  the  peasantry  and 
slaves  have  Buffered  litde.  The  Emirs  themselves  have  been 
pursued  with  such  energy  that  they  abandoned  everything,  and 
reached  Zaria,  or  elsewhere,  in  so  miserable  a  plight  that  the 
effect  will  be  very  far-reaching  indeed,  and  will  not  admit  of  the 
usual  misrepresentation.  The  Fulani  rule  has  beeu  maintained 
as  an  experiment,  for  I  am  anxious  to  prove  to  these  people 
that  we  have  no  hostility  to  them,  and  only  insist  on  good 
government  and  justice,  and  I  am  anxious  to  utilize,  if  possible, 
their  wonderful  intelligence,  for  they  are  bom  rulers,  and  in- 
comparably above  the  negroid  tribes  in  ability.  It  was  with 
this  object  that  I  invited  Sokoto  to  nominate  a  new  Emir  for 
Kontagora,  and  I  have  hopes  that  the  effect  of  such  a  message 
may  lead  to  a  better  understanding  between  U9  and  the  Moham- 
medan rulers.  The  defeat  of  these  chiefs  has — again  almost  too 
late — checked  the  great  organised  slave  raids  towards  the  Niger. 
There  still  remain  the  great  slave  raiders  in  the  east — Yola 
and  Bautshi~and  I  propose  this  year  to  open  up  the  trade  routes 
in  that  direction.  Meanwhile,  the  new  provinces  thus  acquired  , 
urgently  need  political  officers.  Already,  with  the  removal  of 
the  fear  of  the  Fulani,  each  petty  village  is  claiming  its  ancient 
lands,  or  raiding  those  of  its  weaker  neighbour,  and  interminable 
feuds  are  the  result.  I  greatly  desire  to  properly  survey  the 
country,  and  make  a  rough  land  settlement,  which  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  new  Emirs,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Besident, 
to  enforce,  and  so  to  put  a  stop  to  this  unrest. 

I  have  found  that  there  is  a  considerable  export  of  slave  Slave  deal- 
children.  These,  when  liberated,  become  "  children  of  the  lag. 
State,"  and  it  is.  not  an  easy  pmblem  what  to  do  with  them. 
The  custom  of  giving  them  to  "respectable  families"  as  wards 
IB,  in  my  view,  most  pernicious.  Mohammedans  can  see  no 
difference,  nor  can  I,  between  this  destination  and  their  intended 
disposal,  except  that  the  recipients  get  them  without  payment. 
Some  of  the  boys  I  have  apprenticed  to  the  workshops,  &c.,  and 
two  of  the  older  giils  have  become  servants  io  the  nursing 
'sisters,  whei-e  I  wish  them  to  learn  hospital  nursing.  The 
■  younger  ones ,  1  propose  to  place  in  a  Freed  Slave  Home;  where 
'they  Will  receive  some- elementary  education,      freed  women  can 
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NORTHBRH    also  temporarily  live  there,  as  in  the  home  at  Oairo,  until  Huay 
ainfia^'     ^'"^  ^  repatriated  or  marry.      In  their  case  still  more  than  in 

1900-1901.  ^j^j,  pf  children  I  deplore  the  system  of  giving  them  as  wiTes, 
or  concnbines,  to  soldiers  or  others  or  taming  them  adrift  in 
a  native  town.  I  would  compel  no  adult  to  remain  in  it  against 
her  will,  and  there  should  be  no  compulsory  religious  training. 
L^^tioiL  Seventeen  legislative  proclamations  have  been  enacted  during 
the  year  1900,  and  seven  during  the  first  quarter  of  1901,  while 
t«n  or  twelve  are  still  awaiting  His  Mojesty's  approval.  Of 
those  enacted  the  more  important  axe :  — 

(1.)  7'ke  Coitrtx  Procitunation,  setting  up  a  Supreme  and  Pto- 
vincial  Court.  The  appointment  of  a  Chief  Jnatioe  in  September 
last  has  necessitated  a  revision  of  this  Proclamation,  and  a 
dnaft  of  a  new  Supreme  Court  Ordinance  has  already  been  sub- 
mitted. Generally  speaking  the  system  I  have  inaugurated  is 
as  follows.  The  Supreme  Court  will  have  original  and  appellate 
jurisdiction  over  all  non-natives  and  in  all  cantonments.  Judges  - 
of  inferior  Courts  are  Commissioners  of  the  Supreme  Court 
within  its  jurisdiction.  In  the  provinces,  which  are  separated 
1^  such  vast  distances  that  the  Supreme  Court  could  not  aot 
effectively,  the  residents  have  a  jurisdiction  (co-existent  with 
the  Native  Courts)  over  natives,  limited  only  by  the  necessity 
for  confinnatioa  by  the  High  Commissioner  of  all  serious  sen- 
tences. Their  cause  lists  operate  as  appeals,  and  the  High  Com- 
missioner, advised  by  his  legal  adviser,  can  refer  any  case  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  In  practice,  where  it  is  possible  to  set  up  a 
Native  Court,  that  tribunal  would  deal  with  most  cases  of 
ordinary  crime  by  natives,  and  with  native  civil  actions,  but 
crimps  against  specific  laws  of  the  Protectorate,  such  as  those 
•  triable  under  the  "  Slavery,"  "  Liquor,"  "  Firearms,"  and 
"  Personation  "  Proclamations,  being  foreign  to  native  law  and 
custom,  would  usually  be  dwelt  wi^  by  the  Provincial  Courts. 
The  Supreme  Court  administers  strict  law ;  Provincial  Courts 
administer  English  law,  modified  by  native  law  and  custom. 
The  administration  of  justice  by  Residents  is  frequently  in- 
timately associated  with  their  political  and  executive  functions, 
and  their  cause  lists,  therefore,  are  submitted  to  the  Head  of 
the  Executive,  the  High  Commissioner,  advised  by  his  legal 
adviser.  In  practice  I  am  convinced  that  this  system  produces 
better  results  than  would  be  obtained  by  making  the  Provincial 
Courts  more  directly  subordinate  to  the  Supreme  Court,  while 
it  enables  the  High  Commissioner  to  keep  in  closer  touch  with 
the  work  of  the  district  officers.  The  Provincial  Courts  have, 
on  the  whole,  worked  well,  and  uniformity  of  sentences  it 
gradually  being  arrived  at. 

(2.)  The  Native  CmirU  ProdaToation. — The  system  of  Native 
Courts  which  I  established  has  worked  fairly  weU  in  the  district* 
in  which  it  has  been  possible  to  establish  such  Courts,  but  tha 
greater  part  of  the  Protectorate  with  which  we  are  in  touch  i» 
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occupied  by  pagan  tribeB,  -without  cohesioii,  and  in  a  primitiv* 
state  0*  development,  in  wMelt  regular  Native  Courts  are  not    j^^g^ 
poaaible,  eince  there  are  no  chiefs  and  conncillore  of  which  to  , 

constitute  them.  I  am  considering  certain  modifications  *" 
the  Native  Courts  Proclamation,  which  shall  meet  the  require- 
ments and  conditioaB  of  these  tribes. 

(3.)  The  Cantonments  Proelamation. — Under  this  Proclamatiou 
two  caatoaments  only  have  been  bo  far  pstablished,  viz.,  at  Jebun 
and  Lokoja.  The  Cantonment  Magistrate  has  the  powers  of  • 
Small  Cause  Court.  A  revised  draft  of  this  Proclamation  hw 
already  been  prepared,  under  the  provisions  of  which  Canton- 
ment Magistrates  will  become  Commissioners  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  by  whom  their  powers  may  be  extended.  The  sanitary 
and  other  regulations  under  this  Proclamation  have  provided 
adequate  powers,  but  the  funds  raised  by  municipal  taxation  and 
court  fees  and  fines  have  been  insufiicient  to  keep  up  roads 
and  maintain  the  cantonments  in  anything  approaching  a  ssni- 
tsry  state.  As  I  hftre  already  said,  much  clearing  of  rank  grass 
and  bush,  and  much  other  work  by  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, is  necessary  and  most  urgently  required  before  -the  canton- 
ments can  be  said  to  be  sanitary  And  in  a  fit  condition  to  be 
maintained  by  the  Cantonment  Magistrate  and  cantonment 
funds.  The  military  ofiRcers  selected  as  Cantonment  Magistrates 
require  to  be  seconded,  or  at  least  relieved  of  some  of  their 
military  duties,  for  their  civil  duties  are  too  heavy  to  admit  of 
^eiT  proper  performance,  in  addition  to  their  full  military 
work. 

(4.)  The  Firearmn  Proclamation. — This  important  Proclama- 
tion, giving  effect  to  the  obligations  of  the  Brussels  Act,  differs 
slightly  from  parallel  legislation  in  West  Africa  in  that  it  pro- 
hibits the  possession  of  arms  of  precision  already  existing  in  the 
Protectorate,  except  by  permit  and  registration,  and  makes  it 
necessary  for  a  licensee  to  account  for  his  firearms  before  leaving 
the  country. 

.  (6.)  The  Liquor  Proelamation  prohibit*  the-  import  of  all  trade 
liquor  into  the  Protectorate,  as  well  as  ^  possession  and 
sale. 

(6.)  The  Slavery  Proeiamation. — This  law  is  directed  princi- 
pally against  the  enslaving  of  any  person,  and  only  afFects 
domestic  slavery  in  so  far  as  it  abolishes  the  legal  status,  and 
declares  all  obildren  bom  After  April  1,  1901,  to  be  &ee.  The 
penalties  incurred  by  a  British  subject  for  any  transaction  in 
slaves  are  extended  to  all  non-natives  and  freed  slaves.  Domestic 
slaves  may  not  be  removed  for  purposes  of  sale,  gift,  or  transfer. 

(7.)  The  Land  Proelamation,  enacting  that  title  tn  land  can 
only  be  acquired  through  the  High  Commissioner. 

Trade  has  sufland  from  tike  niuest  eaused.  by  the  raids  of  Tnde  and 
Bida  and  Kontagora,  bat  the  settlement  of  tliat  matter  hu  wonomics. 
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Obetadea 
to  trade 


NoaTHBEN  already  produced  a  marked  improvement  New  txading  station* 
Nmbria,  have  been  opened  during  the  year  by  the  Niger  Company  at 
1900-1901  WuahiBhi  on  the  Kaduua,  and  Aboko  near  Idah.  The  chief 
staples  are  ahea  butter,  palm  oil,  and  nuts,  ground  nuts,  gum 
arabic,  caiwicums,  rubber,  ivory,  and  hides,  while  the  great 
article  of  internal  trade  is  the  so-called  "  potash "  (which  con- 
sists entirely  of  soda  compounds),  of  which  very  large  quantities 
are  brought  down  from  the  Hausa  states,  and  sold  in  the  southern 
territories.  Another  article  of  African  production  and  con- 
sumption which  forms  a  staple  of  internal  trade  is  the  kola 
nut,  and,  in  some  diatriefs,  ^idt.  The  imports  for  the  purposes 
of  trade  are  chiefly  cloth  and  salt.  As  the  duty  on  all  imports 
is  collected  on  the  coast  by  the  authorities  of  Southern  Nigeria 
and  Lagos,  and  the  nature  of  both  imports  and  exports  is  de- 
clared Siere,  full  statistical  information  will  be  found  in  the 
trade  reports  of  those  Administrations,  and  it  is  unnecessary 
to  ent«r  into  details  here.  I  will  therefore  deal  only  with 
,  certain  points  in  connection  with  the  development  of  trade. 

£ano  is  said  to  be  the  greatest  commercial  emporium  of 
Africa.  There  are  collected  caxavaos  from  Tripoli,  Morocco, 
and  the  Sahara  in  the  north,  and  from  Lake  Chad  and  Wadai 
in  the  east,  and  Salaga  in  the  west.  0reat  quantities  of  native 
produce  are,  I  am  informed,  available,  at  prices  which  would 
yield  a  large  profit,  if  only  access  were  obtainable.  Lafge 
caravaus,  chiefly  consisting  of  very  small  donkeys,  come  south- 
wards through  Zaria  and  Bida  and  Keffi,  paying  toll  at  many 
places,  and  occupying  many  months  on  the  road.  The  chief 
difficulty  experienced  by  these  caravans  has  been  from  the  belt  of 
pagan  ^bes -which  occupy  the  countiy  all  along  the  Niger. 
These  people,  constantly  raided  for  slaves  1^  the  Fulani,  retaliate 
by  attacking  traders.  The  Emirs  of  Kontagora  and  Bida  also 
have  greatly  hampered  trade  by  detaining  the  caravans  and 
taking  excessive  toll.  It  has  been  my  policy  during  the  past 
year,  greatly  retarded  by  ike  Ashanti  war,  to  open  up  these 
trade  routes,  (1)  by  altogether  stopping  the  slave  raiding  of  the 
Emirs  of  Bida  and  Eontagora,  (2)  by  prohibiting  the  pagans 
from  attacking  caravans,  and  punishing  those  who  persist, 
(3)  by  abolishing  all  tolls  by  native  Emirs  on  caravans.  It  is 
probable  that  it  may  now  be  feasible  to  impose  a  reasonable 
toll  in  substitution  of  these  onerous  imposts,  and  thereby  add 
to  the  revenue  of  the  Protectorate.  Such  a  tax  would  be 
amply  justified  (1)  in  lieu  of  the  tolls  abolished,  (2)  in  return 
for  tiie  safety  of  the  roads  secured  by  the  Government,  and 
(3)  in  view  of  the  t^ost  involved  in  improving  the  roads  and 
bridging  the  streams  and  the  consequent  facilities  given  to 
caravans. 

I  have  already  laid  it  down  as  the  first  task  to  be  undertaken, 

that  tho  caravan  roads  from  the  interior  to  the  Niger  should 

be  rendered  safe  for  small  traders.      Much  progress  in  ^is  has, 

-,'. '  I  think,  been  made  during  the  past  year.       From  the  extreme 
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western  (Anglo-Frencli)  frontier  in  Borgu  to  the  Bantahi  high-  Northibw 
lands,  the  object  has,  to  a  lBrs:e  extent,  been  achieved,  and  the  ,^^^ 
effect  on  trade  ia  already  ™ible.  Eflorto  at  ite  more  complete  ^  »w-ju 
realization  are,  of  course,  still  in  progress,  but  until  the  staff  ' 
of  political  oflScers  is  increased,  as  proposed,  no  permanent  good  ^^?^^^'" 
can  be  done.  Capable  officers  can  do  much  more  by  getting  ^gpjg_ 
in  touch  with  the  people  than  can  be  effected  by  a  series  of 
punitive  expeditions  and  bloodshed.  The  land  is  already  sotG- 
ciently  depopulated  by  years  of  slave  raiding,  and  tiio  good 
of  the  country  demands  the  preservation  of  life  and  the  increase 
of  population.  Though  force  must  be  occasionally  applied  to 
bands  of  recalcitrant  robbers,  I  am  convinced  that  a  few  suoh 
lessons  will  suffice,  and  that  the  district  officer,  with  tact  and 
patience,  aided  by  sufficient  civil  police,  can  achieve  the  paci- 
fication of  the  country  effectively,  and  that  parsimony  in  the 
appointment  of  these  officers  and  of  their  native  stafE  of  police, 
&c.,  would  be  a  policy  of  false  economy,  resulting  in  nnneces- 
sary  bloodshed.  In  my  view  civil  polioe,  under  efficient  con- 
trol, backed,  of  course,  by  force  in  the  background  (as,  in  fact, 
it  is  in  every  country  however  civilised),  should,  as  soon  as 
possible,  supersede  military  occupation,  setting  free  the  troops 
for  their  proper  work,  viz.,  the  breaking  down  of  organised 
resistance  and  the  garrisoning  of  central  towns,  where  their 
discipline  and  efficiency  can  be  maintained.  This  cannot  be 
done  if  they  are  frittered  awuy  in  a  score  of  small  detachments. 
By  placing  headquarters  on  the  main  Kano  trade  route  (con- 
nected by  a  short  tramway  with  the  navigable  Kaduna)  and 
behind  tilie  emirate  of  Bida  (in  touch  with  the  pagan  tribes 
and  the  emirate  of  Zaria)  I  hope  to  achieve  the  complete  paci- 
fication of  tiie  belt  which  intervenes  between  the  Niger  and  the 
Hausa  states. 

In  order  to  render  this  report  aa  complete  as  possible  I  will  Bailways. 
here  recapitulate  very  briefly  the  views  I  have  expressed  re- 
garding railway  extension.  So  vast  an  area  as  Nigeria,  com- 
prising in  all  some  380,000  square  miles  (<^  which  Northern 
Nigeria  contains  about  -320,000)  cannot  be  commercially  de- 
veloped except  by  railways.  I  do  not  here  dwell  on  the  political 
leawus  which  ui^  the  construction  of  a  railway  in  this  vulnes- 
able  pert  of  the  Empire  as  a  portion  of  the  scheme  of  Imperial 
Defence.  By  railway  CDnstruction  alone  can  we  achieve  the 
rapid  concentration  of  troops  and  supplies  which  would  supersede 
the  necessity  for  a  greatly  increased  local  foree  (involving  aa 
immense  and  unremunerative  expenditure)  to  guard  our  ' 
frontiers.  Kailways  are  also  essential  for  purposes  of  inter- 
nal a^lministration,  by  facilitating  communication.  So  vast 
a  country  cannot,  it  appears  to  me,  be  served  by  a  simple  rail- 
way. The  LatfOB  railway  has  reached  Ibadan,  123  miles  from 
tite  coast,  and  only  about  150  miles  of  comparatively  easy 
oountnr  now  separate  it  from  the  Niger.  It  may  be  advisaHe 
io  make  a  branch  line  from  Ibadan  to  Sapele,  where  a  good 
»5e  B  i 
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KoBTBCRH  port  ifl  available  (whereas  it  is  calculated  tiiat  it  will  cost  nearly 
NisfKu,     a  million  to  remove  the  bar  at  Lagos)   and   the  branch   bne 

1900-1901.  ^(,^ij  pg^  through  a  rich  and  populons  country.  In  my 
yiBW  the  question  as  to  whether  this  braach  line  to  Sapele  should 
be  made,  or  whether  the  port  of  Lagos  tthonld  bo  improved,  ia 
a  m">tter  apart,  to  be  decided  by  a  comparison  of  cost  and  a 
balance  of  advantages,  and  it  should  not  inte;^ere  with  the 
forward  progress  of  the  line  now  that  it  has  been  completed 
as  far  as  Ibadan.  The  line  should  be  carried  forward  without 
delay  to  Illorin,  and  whether  it  should  be  taken  thence  to  Jebba 
or  to  I'jgbaji,  must  be  decided  by  surveys  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  Lagos  railway,  extended  eventually  to  Eano  and  Katsena, 
would  develop  the  western  territories,  and  assiBt  in  their  defence 
from  [xissible  a^gressiou  in  that  direction.  An  eastern  railway, 
from  the  fine  port  of  Old  Calabar,  would  have  Lake  Chad  as 
its  ultimate  objective,  and  would  protect  the  eastern  frontiers. 
Whether  or  not  these  views  recommend  themselves,  it  is,  I 
think,  of  great  importance  that  a  railway  policy  should  be  settled, 
for  much  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  Burveys  and  road  making 
to  prepare  the  way  for  a  coming  railway,  and  such  a  definite 
poH<7  would  be  of  the  utmost  use  to  local  administrators  in 
determining  the  lines  of  development  and  progress.  I  have 
strongly  urged  the  great  importance  of  at  once  deciding  at 
what  point  the  Lagos  railway  shall  cross  the  Tfiger,  looking, 
on  the  one  hand  to  the  magnitude  of  the  task  in  bridging  the 
river,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  the  comparative  feasibility  of 
alternative  routes  (from  the  peiut  at  which  the  line  crosses) 
to  the  north  towards  £ano.  Xo  time,  I  think,  should  be  lost 
in  making  these  surveys,  and  in  obtaining  the  best  e^>ert 
opinion  as  to  the  bridging  work,  for  on  that  decisitm  will 
largely  depend  the  policy  in  the  Protectorate.  It  may  also  be 
borne  in  mind  that  once  the  point  at  which  the  railway  will 
cross  the  river  is  decided,  railway  -material  can,  if  desired, 
be  more  cheaply  brought  to  that  point  by  steamers  direct  from 
England  at  high  river,  than  it  could  be  by  rail  from  L'agos, 
even  when  the  Lagos  railway  reaches  the  river.  Construction 
northwards  and  southwards  (to  meet  the  Lagos  line)  can  he 
simultaneously  undertaken  from  that  point,  nor  indeed  is  it 
necessary  to  delay  the  forward  progress  till  the  bridge  (which 
will  be  necessary  eventually)  is  constructed.  In  fact,  so  far 
as  the  development  of  Xorihem  Nigeria  is  concerned,  the  need 
is  for  a  railway  from  the  Xiger  banks  to  Kano,  and  not  for 
connection  with  Lagos.  The  Lagos  railway  will,  beyond  doubt, 
benefit  Lagos,  but  since  Northern  Nigeria  has  the  waterway  of 
tile  Niger  for  the  export  of  its  produce,  and  since  water  carriage 
u  cheapft-  than  railage,  it  is  not  clear  what  benefit  to  its 
trade  the  Lagos  railway  will  confer.  Every  yard,  however,  of 
a  railway  from  the  Niger  to  Kano  would,  by  superseding  the 
present  caravan  transport,  tend  greatly  to  promote  the  devetop- 
mest  of  trade. 

Trade  com-         Much  baa  been  said  from  time  to  time  regarding  the  absence 

petition.         of  trade  competition  on  the  Niger.     It  is  necessary  to  bear  in 
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mind  the  distinctioa  between  European  competition  (a)  in  the  Nobthik^ 
native  markets,  and  (6)  in  the  supply  of  necessarieB  to  GoTem-  Niaeeia, 
ment  employees.  As  regards  the  former  {a),  I  have  only  two  1900-1901. 
observations  to  offer.  (1)  The  ai^ument  of  those  who  hold  that 
the  policy  of  amalgamation  of  European  interests  in  undeveloped  (a.)  Nktive 
countries  is  preferable  to  competition  in  the  purchase  of  native  ?">"'•<»■ 
produce  deserves  to  be  seriously  considered.  If  fair  dealing, 
enterprise,  and  energy  be  assured,  an  amalgamation  of  European 
interests  may  prevent  the  undue  enhancement  of  prices,  and 
enable  the  amalgamated  trading  corporation  to  set  aside  capital 
for  extension  and  dpvelopm.-nt,  which  else  would  be  absorbediu 
the  struggle  of  coinpetitioe  While  the  wants  of  natives  in  a  pri- 
mitive at-ate  remain  few,  enLancemPut  of  prices  no  doubt  decreases 
supply,  for  the  producers,  having  acquired  all  the  goods  they 
need,  will  not  exert  themselves  to  tap  to  the  full  the  resources 
of  the  land.  For  a  similar  reason  it  would  have  an  adverse 
effect  upon  the  supply  of  labour,  and  would  put  up  the  price 
of  the  labour  market;  and  {as  I  have  pointed  out),  Goyemment 
being  the  chief  employer  of  labour  (whether  for  public  works, 
soldiers,  or  transport)  is  the  principal  sufferer,  and  progress 
is  r^idered  most  costly,  and  the  cost  of  administration  is  greatly 
increased.  (2)  My  second  observation  in  this  connection  is 
that,  in  spite  of  the  clamour  that  the  Niger  should  be  thrown 
open  to  trad©  competition,  I  am  unable,  after  enquiry,  to 
discover  any  British  firms  who  are  willing  to  enter  the 
field  under  fiie  principles  of  free  trade  without  bias  or  discri- 
mination. The  country  is  now  open  to  them  to  reap  the  supposed 
benefits  for  which  they  have  so  long  agitated,  but  none  have 
come  forward  to  introduce  capital  or  competition,  and,  bo  far 
as  I  can  asceriain,  those  traders  who  desired  to  enter  Northern 
Nigeria  have  coalesced  with  the  Niger  Company,  or  are  debarred, 
eitiier  by  lack  of  capital  or  by  pre-existing  contracts,  from 
becoming  their  rivals. 

Turning  to  the  question  of  competition  by  European  firms  ^j  j  Wwte 
in  the  supply  of  necessaries  to  Government  employees,  (b),  no  of  Govem- 
doubt  in  this  field  competition  is   highly  desirable.       In  its  ment 
absence  I  have  been  compelled  to  imdert^e  the  formation  of  Berrantfc 
a  canteen  for  the  supply  of  provisions  to  Europeans,  and   I 
had   it   in   contemplation   to  import  the  barter   goods  neces- 
sary for  the  use  of  native  soldiers,  in  order  to  reduce  prices. 
Such  semi-commercial  transactions  are  not  the  proper  functioa 
of  Government,  and  the  Protectorate  staff  is  insufficient  to  meet 
the  extra  work  entailed.       Boon  after  the  transfer  of  the  ad- 
ministration to  HcrMajea^y's  Government  I  raised  the  eubjeot 
of  the  lates  which  should  be  charged  by  the  Niger  Compuiy  to 
Govemirent  soldiers,   carriers,  and  labonre^rs,  for  the  ordinary 
barter  goods  (cheap  cloth  and  salt,  tc),  with  which  they  pur- 
chase their  food  in  the  market,  and  the  rates  at  which  similar 
goods  should  be  sold  to  the  Government  of  the  Frotectorats 
when  compelled  to  use  them  (ip  lieu  of  coinage)  as  currency  in 
MBS  Bt 
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KoBTHSBR  tiie  interior.  I  demanded  that  sucli  ^oods  should  be  supplied 
Nigeria,  to  GoTemment,  or  to  soldiers,  &c.  (on  cash  payments),  at  rednoed 
1900-1901.  rates.  The  Company  at  first  refused  any  reduotion,  bnt  latterly 
agreed  to  certain  "  wholesale  rates."  The  result  was  not  merely 
to  maintain  an  unneccBsary  cost  of  all  establishments  to  Govern- 
ment, but  to  enhance  the  labour  rates,  since  the  Company,  by 
paying  their  labourers  in  goods  instead  of  coin,  and  selling 
those  goods  at  a  profit  to  Government,  compelled  me  to  pay 
a  higher  rate  for  labour  than  they  did  themselves.  My  alterna- 
tive was  to  import  the  goods,  a  course  I  was  unwilling  to  adopt, 
since  it  would  have  complicated  accounting  work,  and  introduced 
a  fresh  element  of  a  commercial  nature  into  the  already  too 
onerous  work  of  subordinate  officers,  both  military  and  civil.  I 
have  since  learned  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  Directors 
of  the  Company  are  willing  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment with  me  both  on  this  matter  and  on  the  question  of  freights, 
which  they  have  already  tentatively  ivduoed,  from  1st  January 
last.  Simiild  I  fail,  however,  to  effect  a  thoroughly  satis- 
factory arrangement  on  this  (|ue3tion,  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  competition  should  not  be  introduced  (if  necesaaiy  assisted 
by  Govoinment)  in  this  department  of  trade,  without  violation 
of  the  principles  of  fair  trade  which  it  is  my  object  to  maintain, 
so  long  as  the  Company  will  meet  the  demands  of  Government 
in  a  liberal  spirit. 
Native  I  have  spoken  of  competition  between  European  traders,  in 

ttaden.  ^q  t^(,  branches  of  native  produce,  and  of  supply  to  Government 

employees.  There  remains  the  very  important  question  of 
competition  by  small  native  traders.  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  in 
Northern  Nigeria — in  Southern  Nigeria  the  case  may  be  dif- 
fOTent — ^th©  small  trader  from  the  coast  will  be  of  any  great 
use,  while  he  is  quite  certain  to  give  much  trouble  in  his 
dealings  with  the  natives,  and  by  his  fondness  for  litigation. 
Experience  has,  moreover.  I  am  tuld,  shown  that,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  does  not  travel  in  the  interior  and  open  up  markets,  but 
is  content  to  remain  to  the  full  as  stationary  as  an  European. 
The  immigrant  black  trader  is.  in  fact,  by  no  means  a  deaii-able 
person,  but  every  effort  should  be  made  to  encourage  natives 
^  of  the  Protectorate  to  become  small  traders  and  collectors  of 
local  produce.  I  r^ret  that  the  Niger  Company,  who,  by  their 
enterprise,  and  the  experience  gained  by  years  of  successful 
effort,  have  secured  an  unrivalled  position  in  the  Protectorate, 
have  not  seen  thetr  way  so  far  to  utilise  ihat  position  to  &e 
enormous  good  of  the  country  and  their  own  ultimate  benefit, 
by  encouraging  local  natives  to  become  small  traders,  and  by 
making  advances  against  their  stock  or  utilising  their  ageacj- 
Forestry  Another  point  in  connection  with  the  economic  development 

Department,  of  the  Protectorate  is  the  necessity  for  the  creation  of  a  small 
Forestry  and  Botanical  Department.  It  is  highly  desirable 
to  ascertain  where,  and  in  what  quantity,  timber-  of  commercial 
▼alue  for  export  or  local  use  exists ;  to  discover  the  forests  which 
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floatain  robber,  and  to  enforce  rules  wbich  sliaU  preserve  tliem     Northisn 
from  the  destruction  which  has  overtaken  those  in  Lagos  by    •  Niaiau. 
the  nefflect,  till  too  late,  of  this  precaution,  and  to  plant  areas     1900-1901. 
with  younjr  trees.     It  is  desii'able  to  establish,  as  in  all  nther 
Colonies,  a  botanical  garden  for  experiment  with  local  products, 
and  as  a  nursery   for  imported  trees   and  plants  of  economic 
value,  which  it  may  be  useful  to  iotroduce,  as  also  small  model 
farms.     It  is  also  deairahle  to  systematise  the  mode  of  collection 
of  all  economic  vegetable  products  for  export  sale ;   of  the  cut- 
ting of  timber  for  steamer  fuel;   of  the  felling  of  trees  around 
cantonments  for  domestic  use ;    and  to  collect  and  disseminate 
useful  information  on  these  subjects. 

There  are  two  serious  disabilities  under  which  the  British  Cost  of 
possessions  in  West  Africa  lie  in  respect  of  revenue  and  expen-  leave  role*. 
diture.  The  first  is  the  necessity  for  sending  home  every 
European  after  a  year's  residence,  for  a  period  of  six  months, 
on  full  pay  leave.  This  is  a  terrible  tax  on  the  revenues  of  the 
country,  necessitating  the  increase  of  the  staff  (civil  and  military) 
from  a  third  to  a  half,  breaking  the  continuity  of  work,  and 
dislocating  the  machinery  of  Government.  I  trust  that  the 
opening  up  of  the  Hausa  States,  with  their  healthy  climate, 
distant  from  the  malarial  swamps  of  the  coast,  and  the  equally 
malarial  valley  of  the  Niger,  may,  when  more  rapid  communica- 
tion is  established,  render  possible  a  considerable  modification 
of  this  system  in  Northern  Nigeria.  It  may  then  be  possible 
to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  High  Commissioner  what 
period  of  leave  should  be  jrranfed,  and  this  would  depend  upon  the 
district  in  which  each  officer  had  been  employed.  A  rigid  rule 
in  so  large  a  country  even  now  does  not  work  fairly. 

The  second  disability  is  the  preposterous  rates  of  pay  which  Cost  of  loc*l- 
have  been  instituted  for  local  labour  of  all  kinds.  Confined  labour, 
till  lately  to  the  coast  belt,  and  not  in  touch  with  the  labour 
markets  of  the  interior,  British  possessions  have  been  content  to 
pay  whatever  the  limited  supply  demanded.  The  system  was 
still  further  fostered  by  the  large  profits  which  West  Coast 
traders  demanded  for  the  sale  of  goods,  and  thus,  while 
they  recouped  themselves  for  the  cost  of  such  little  labour  as 
they  required,  Oovemment  became  the  victim,  and  progress 
was  paralysed  by  the  cost  of  labour.  Both  in  the  rates  of  pay 
of  soldiers,  and  of  carriers  and  unskilled  labour,  I  have  made 
great  efforts  at  reduction.  These  have  been  largely  successful, 
and  I  hope  to  effect  still  further  reductions.  The  rates  for 
w-caUed  skilled  labour,  vi^.,  of  clerks,  artisans,  engineers,  and 
pilots,  Ac,  are  also  fully  50  per  cent,  higher  than  they  should  be. 
la  all  these  spheres  British  Indians  of  a  much  more  efficient 
type  than  the  class  available  here,  and  doing  half  as  much  again 
in  a  day's  work,  can  be  engaged  in  India  at  less  than  half 
the  rates  here  paid.  It  is  a  matter  for  consideratiim  whether 
it  would  not  be  worUi  while  making  an  experiment  in  the  in- 
troduction <A  these  classes  from  India,  more  especially  in  the 
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NoETUBBK  interior.  The  expenditure  on  carrien  aad  uiukiUed  Isbom-  I 
'SK**'^  hope  largely  to  reduce  hy  the  in^duction  of  wheeled  trttffia 
18W-1901,    ^^  j^^t^j.  ^^ 

Foragn  ^  The  Anglo- French  frontier  to  the  west  of  the  Niger  has  been 

rdatioDaj  delimited  by  a  Boundaiy  CommiBBion  during  the  past  year. 
The  enclave  near  Badjibo  haa  also  been  Bclected,  but  the  leaBA 
has  not  yet  been  signed.  Recently  a  large  French  expedi- 
tion, conBisting  of  five  white  men  with  native  followers,  23 
barges,  and  300  tons  of  provisions,  &c.,  has  arrived,  and  intends 
to  make  its  nay  up  ihe  rapids  to  the  frontier  at  Illo,  and  thence 
to  Timbuktu.  Temporary  regulations  were  drawn  up  by  me 
relating  to  the  use  of  the  enclave,  and  to  the  transit  of  goods 
through  the  Protectorate,  and  were  accepted  by  the  French 
commander.  No  European  has  occupied  the  enclave,  but  a 
party  of  Laptots  were  left  there  by  Major  Toutfe, 

West  The  inclusion  of  the  Boyal  Niger  Constabulary  brought  the 

^<^  native  establishment  of  the  West  African  Frontier  Force  to 

Foroe "  ^"^'    strength    for  the  first  time  since  the    force     was    raised. 

Unfortunately,  just  when  this  large  increase  had  to  be  as- 
similated and  properly  drilled,  the  establishment  of  officers 
and  British  non-commissioned  officers  was  far  below  its 
strength,  nor  could  further  vacancies,  as  they  occurred, 
be  filled,  owing  to  the  war  in  South  Africa.  A  company  at 
full  strength  was  away  in  Southern  Nigeria  on  the  Cross  Biver. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  campaign  against  the  Munshis 
fas  in  progress,  and  was  successfully  concluded  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Cole.  In  April,  1900,  reinforcements  for  Ashanti  were 
required,  and  were  rapidly  despatched,  with  all  available  officers 
and  British  non-commissioned  officers.  The  commandant. 
Colonel  "Willcocks  (now  Sir  J.  Willcocks)  was  appointed  to 
command  the  Ashanti  force,  and-  left  early  in  May,  The  total 
troops  despatched  numbered  in  all  about  1,200. 

During  the  absence  of  these  troops  and  of  so  many  officers 
and  non-commissioned  cheers,  it  was  only  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  the  necessary  garrison  duties  were  carried  on, 
and  month  by  month  the  roster  of  Europeans  became  more  and 
more  depleted,  while  there  were  no  troops  to  deal  with  the 
difficolties  wiHi.  Eontagora  and  Bida,  and  on  the  north-west 
frontier,  which  I  have  described.  The  murder  of  Mr.  Carnegie 
necessitated  an  immediate  punitive  expedition  if  the  ill  effects 
of  that  sad  event  were  to  be  prevented  from  spreading  through 
the  country,  and  with  such  men  as  could  be  got  together, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cole  successfully  destroyed  Dangara's  town 
by  a  very  well-planned  and  well-executed  march.  The  troops 
returned  from  Ashanti  at  the  end  of  December,  and  at  the  same 
time  it  was  found  possible  to  send  out  more  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers.  The  operations  against  the  Emirs  (de- 
scribed in  another  paragraph)  were  undertaken  early  in  Uie 
.new  year 
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Desertion  haa  been    rare    during  the  year,  and   the    troops    Nobthbbm 
haTB   gained   diBtinction  and  la^ved    the    aonndncM  of    the«     j^J??^ 
organiBation  and  training  during  the  Aahanti  campaign,  as  well     ^**"','™ 
M  in  the  local  expeditions,  and  by  the  uncomplaining  perform-  c^ndwrt  ot 
ance  of  very  heavy  garrison  duties  during  the  absence  of  the  troopa. 
Ashanti  troops,      A  much  desired  improvement  will  be  effected 
next  year  by  the  abolition  of  the  cumbrous  black  belts  and 
accoutrementB,  and  the  substitution  of  brown  leather,  in  har- 
mony with  the  khaki  uniform.       A  new  departure  has  been 
teken  during  the  year    in   the   abolition  of   class    companieB. 
Hausas  and  Torubas  are  now  enlisted  in  the  same  companies, 
instead  of  being  kept  (as  was  necessary  at  first)  in   separate 
companies.     This  is  in  every  way  an  advantage,  and  may,  to 
some  extent,  lead  to  the  universal  use  of  Hausa  as  the  language 
of  the  West  African  Frontier  Force.       I  consider  it  an  im-  CksMtof 
portant  matter  to  maintain  a  balance  not  merely  of  races  but  men  enlisted 
of  Mohammedans  and  pagans  in  the  corps.      Indeed,  though  I 
have  a  great  respect  for  the  Mohammedan  religion,   so  much 
so  that  I  have  granted  a.  small  piece  of  Government  land  for 
the  erection  of  a  mosque  in  Lokoja,  I  do  not  consider  it  politic 
to  enlist   too   great  a  number  of   Mohammedans   as   soldiers. 
Already,  in    my   view,   we    have  an   excess  of    Hohammedan 
levies   in    Africa,    especially    in   the   Xile    Sudan.       It   is   a 
religion   which   renders  Africans  liable  to   wild   bursts  of  re- 
ligious frenzy,  in  which  even  those  who  are  normally  indifferent 
to  religion  are  carried  away  by   the  visionary  dreams  of  en- 
thusiasts.     Our  recent  experience  has  taught  us  that  the  p^an 
Gwaris,  Eedaras,  and   other  tribes  yield   to  none  in  bravery. 
Th^  all  speak  Hausa,  and  I  hope  to  enlist  many  as  soon  as  we 
get  into  touch  with  them  at  the  new  headquarters.       It  is,  in 
fitct,  my  desire  to  make  the  West   African   Frontier   Force, 
as  far  as  possible,  a  Hausa- speaking  pagan  force,  and  I  am  eon- 
viaced  that  it  will  tlLaa  be  a  far  more  reliable  source  of  militai7 
strenffui. 

The  southern  frontier  of  the  Protectorate  has  been  settled  BonndariM 
in  conference  with  the  Oovemor  of  Lagos  from  its  western 
limit  as  far  as  Aeidi,  where  it  turns  nearly  due  south  to  Owo. 
Leaving  the  Okpara  River  in  the  approximate  latitude  of 
Ilesha  it  leaves  that  town  and  Bod^  to  the  north,  and  passes 
north  of  Kiahi.  Thence  turning  south-east  it  includes  the  ruina 
of  Old  Oyo  and  Igbeti  in  Lagos,  passing  close  to  these  places 
and  striking  thence  direct  to  Budu  Egba,  which  is  included 
in  Tforihem  Nigeria.  Thence  it  crosses  the  Awere  stieaia, 
fieven  miles  north  of  Odo  Otin,  and  leaving  Ilia  to  the  eooA, 
possss  south  of  Awton  and  noith  of  Aiyi,  as  far  a«  Aeidi,  whiob 
it  skirts,  leaving  that  town  in  Lagos.  The  line  requires  settle- 
ment  on  the  ground  1^  officers  of  the  two  dovemmenta.  The 
important  town  of  Owo  will  be  in  Southern  liigeria,  and  thenoe 
the  line  will  proceed  as  direct  as  possible  to  the  Niger,  opposite 
Idah.       It  has  appeared  to  me  that  it  would  be  advisable  tc 
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include  in  Xorthem  Xigetia  any  large  town  cloae  to  the  fioatier 
which  might  become  ilepote  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  liquor, 
bat  th«  new  spirit  law  oi  Soathem  Nigeria  prohibits  the  sal* 
(though  not  the  poesesBioD)  of  spirits  in  all  towna  near  the  Boath 
frontier  of  Northern  Nigeria,  and  the  Governor  of  Lagos  has 
promiseil  to  introduce  legislation  in  any  important  towns  under 
his  administration  to  check  the  sale,  if  experience  proves  them 
to  be  depots  for  the  traffic.  Such  towns  are  OpbomoBho,  Kishi, 
and  Akure.  This  practically  carries  out  my  original  proposal 
for  a  buffer  zone. 

I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  recording  the  fact  that  the 
past  year  has  witnessed  a  most  satisfactory  diminution  of  mor- 
tality among  Europeans  in  Government  service.  The  steady 
diminution  of  deaths  and  serioua  illness  which  has  been  notice- 
ablesince  the  bejfinning  of  1898  (whsn  the  West  African  Frontier 
Force  was  raised)  is  due  largely  to  the  introduction  of  polo  and 
tennis,  which  provide  the  active  exercise  so  vitally  necessary  in 
a  climate  like  West  Africa.  It  has  become  a  byeword  in  the 
country  that  no  one  who  plays  these  games  is  ever  invalided. 
I  hope  in  the  coming  year  to  provide  similar  facilities  at  the 
new  cantonment,  and  to  add  oUier  forms  of  active  recreation. 
The  occupation  of  this  site  away  fn^m  the  malarial  river  valley 
will,  I  hope,  further  greatly  improve  the  health  statistics  of  the 
Protectorate.  The  construction  of  good  roads,  apari  from  their 
administrative  and  commercial  value,  will  assist  in  this  respect 
by  adding  cycling  to  the  list  of  active  sp^iHs. 

Another  vital  necessity  for  the  preaervation  of  health  lies  ia 
good  housing.  The  small  huts  of  the  West  African  Frontier 
Force  had  hecn  occupied  by  three  officers  or  five  non-commis- 
aioned  officers  each.  Thus  an  officer  had  a  room  12  feet  by 
12  feet,  aflording  a  cubic  space  of  air  insufficient  for  health  in 
the  tropics,  more  especially  since  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ke^ 
windows  open  at  night,  on  account  of  the  violent  tornados. 
Early  in  1900  each  three-roomed  officers'  hut  was  converted  into 
a  two-roomed,  thus  giving  an  officer  a  room  18  feet  by  12  feet, 
while  each  non-commissioned  officers'  hut  was  accounted  ac- 
commodation for  three  men  instead  of  five.  Some  more  housea  - 
are  now  required  to  replace  the  old  huts  at  Lokoja.  The  rooms 
of  Hie  houses  to  be  erected  at  the  new  cantonment  are  of  adequate 
dimensions.  In  the  third  essential  for  health,  proper  sanita- 
tion, I  regret  to  say  that  much,  almost  everything,  has  still  to 
be  done.  The  immediate  vicinity  of  Europeans'  quarters  is  clean 
and  comparatively  sanitary,  but,  especially  at  Lokoja,  the  can- 
tonment is  full  (rf  rank  grass,  six  to  eight  feet  high,  which 
becomes  a  native  latrine,  while  three  or  four  streams  running 
from  the  hills  become,  in  the  dry  weather,  a  series  of  stagnant 
pools,  and  several  small  hill-side  marshes,  easily  drained,  add 
to  the  facilities  offered  for  the  propagation  of  mosquitos  and 
ma^ria.  In  my  estimates  I  have  included  a  sum  for  the  proper 
sanitation  of  cantonment*.     I  propose  to  replace  the  rank  grasa 
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hg  "  dh«b,"  and  I  tave  removed  ite  quarteiB  of  civiluau  at   NoKTsiEa 
Lt&oja  from  the  ficiniiy  of  the  native  town,  wliich,  as  I  have    .oJnl^gJi^ 
Mid,  I  hope  to  more  graduaUy  to  a  site  six  or  aeven  miles         ^__ 
down  stream.      All  new  houses  are  being  built  further  from  the- 
river  on  higher  ground,  and  with  an  aspect  to  catch  the  pre- 
vailing breeze.       I  am  already  experimenting  in  the  sinking 
of  wells  to  replace  river  water,  and  the  streams  will  be  enclosed 
and  the  whole  area  properly  drained.     These  works  are  now 
in  progress.     The  erection  of  a  condenser  at  Lokoja,  which  sup- 
plies distilled  water  for  drinking,  has  been  a  great  boon,  and 
no  donbt  agreat  preservative  against  dysenteric  and  other  germs. 
Xo  case  of  dyspii'U'ry  has  occurred  aince  its  erection.     The  tile 
rooBng  I  have  propaseil  will,  I  anticipate,  render  all  houses  much 
cooler,  and  improve  the  quality  of  the  water  collected. 

Among  the  flood  of  literature  which  has  lately  been  poured  Native 
out  on  tropical  diseases,  the  diseases  of  the  natives  seem  to  have  dweiaei 
been  lost  sight  of.  Epideroics  of  small-pox  occur  from  time  to 
time,  and  as  all  imported  lymph  has  proved  useless,  I  hope  next 
year  to  experiment  in  the  production  of  calf  lymph  locally. 
I  am  also  considering  with  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  means 
of  checking  the  prevalence  of  venereal  disease. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  venture  to  submit  a  few  observations  Policy  in  the 
upon  the  objects  which  should  guide  the  policy  and  the  lines  coming  yeu. 
of  progress  and  development  in  the  coming  year.  As  regards 
Sokoto  and  the  north  west  frontier,  the  period  within  which — 
under  the  terms  of  the  Convention  of  June,  1898  (ratified  June, 
1899) — England  and  France  engaged  to  appoint  Commissioners 
to  delimit  tie  northern  frontier  of  ?f  ortheni  Nigeria  will  expire 
in  June,  1901.  Looking  to  the  official  decree,  published  over 
the  signature  of  the  President  of  the  French  Republic,  which  in- 
cludes in  the  Zinder  district  (French)  many  towna  marked  in  the 
map  of  the  Convention,  and  in  the  most  recent  official  French 
map  as  far  within  the  British  frontier,  and  in  view  also  of  the 
constant  unrest  among  the  tribes  on  that  frontier,  I  think  this 
delimitation  should  not  be  delayed,  and  the  final  and  definite 
position  of  the  frontier  should  be  settled.  As  regards  the  north- 
east, the  settlement  of  the  question  regarding  Fad-el- Allah,  and 
the  situation  brought  about  by  the  Emir  of  Tola,  will  necessitate 
the  .administration  of  Bornu  and  Tola  as  "Provinces."  The 
estimates  for  the  year  1901-1902  provide  for  eight  provinces, 
viz.,  Borgu,  lUorin  Koniagora,  Bida,  Kabba,  Lower  and  Tipper 
Benue,  and  Glwari  (or  Zaria).  It  will  be  necessary  to  ask  for 
additional  staff  during  1902-190.3,  for  five  more  provinces,  viz., 
Bornu  (2),  Tola,  Bautchi  and  Bassa.  This  will  enable  me  to 
open  up  the  eastern  provinces,  and  the  great  trade  routes  from 
Lake  Chad  through  a  district  reputed  to  be,  at  present,  full  of 
robbers  and  briganda,  who  have  hitherto  closed  the  roads  to 
caravans.  1  anticipate  a  great  development  of  trade  from  this 
extension.     The  incorporation  of  these  provinces  is  the  more 
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necessary  since  it  is  in  this  direction  that  anticipations  of  mineral  - 
developilient  are  formed.  Out  oblig:ationB  towards  France  and 
Germany  to  prevent  incursions  across  our  frontier  into  fpreiyij 
territory,  equally  with  the  necessity  for  safeguarding  the  trade 
which  naturally  belongs  to  the  British  territory  from  being 
diverted  into  other  channels,  alike  demand  some  action  in  this 
direction,  and  I  feel  convinced  that  the  pacification  of  these 
eastern  provinces  is  a  task  which  will  be  fully  compensated  by 
a  rapid  increase  in  trade  and  mineral  development,  which  will 
bring  in  an  increased  revenue. 

The  policy  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  carry  out  as  regards 
the  natives  of  the  Protectorate  may,  perhaps,  be  usefully  sum- 
marised here.  The  Government  utilisea  and  works  through  the 
native  chiefs,  and  avails  itself  of  the  intelligence  and  powers  of 
governing  of  the  Fulani  caste  in  particular,  but  insiste  upon 
their  obBervancB  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  humanity  and 
justice.  Residents  are  appointed  whose  primary  duty  it  is  to 
promote  ibw  policy  by  Uie  establishment  of  native  courts,  in 
which  bribery  and  extortion  and  inhuman  punishments  shall 
be  gradually  abolished.  Provincial  Courts  are  instituted  to  deal 
with  the  non-natives,  and  to  enforce  these  laws  of  the  Protecto- 
rate, more  especially  which  deal  with  slave  raiding  and  slave 
trading,  the  import  of  liquor  and  firearms,  and  extortion  from 
villagers  by  terrorism  and  personation.  If  an  Emir  proves  un- 
amenable to  persuasion  or  to  threats,  and  will  not  desist  from 
such  actions  (as  in  the  case  of  Kontagora  and  Bida)  he  is  deposed, 
and  in  each  case  a  Fulani  or  other  succe3M>r  recognised  by  tho 
people  has  been  installed  in  his  place.  'Jj'he  traditional  tribute 
(except  that  in  slaves)  paid  by  villages  to  their  chief  is  insisted 
upon,  and  its  incidence  and  collection  are  being  regularised  bo 
as  to  prevent  extortion  or  an  undue  burden  on  the  agriculture 
or  trading  classes.  I  recognise  the  obligation  of  the  chiefs  to 
contribute  to  the  revenue  in  return  for  the  enhancement  of  their 
dues  resulting  from  this  system,  and,  in  return,  for  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  roads  from  the  robbers  which  used  to  infest  them, 
and  for  the  improvement  of  communications,  ete.  Sut  I  have 
not  as  yet  formulated  any  definite  line  of  action  in  this  con- 
nection, since  it  is  one  which  needs  the  utmost  tact,,  and  I  should 
prefer  to  discuss  it  with  the  chiefs  themselves  on  my  return  to 
the  Protectorate  before  forming  any  definite  conclusions.  It 
is  probable,  moreover,  that  in  so  vast  a  country  one  uniform  and 
inflexible  method  may  not  be  adapt«d  to  all  districts.  If,  in- 
deed, we  were  only  able  to  succeed  during  the  first  year  or  two 
in  abolishing  the  revenue  which  has  accrued  to  Emirs  by  the 
enslaving  of  the  pagan  tribes,  and,  by  substituting  a  bettor 
Systran  odt  tribute  froim  the  subordinate  villages,  to  secure  that 
no  discontent  was  felt  at  the  change,  we  shotdd,  in  my  opinion, 
have  achieved  no  mean  success.  But  I  hope  that  before  long 
we  shall  be  able  to  go  still  further,  and  to  obtain  a  tangible 
return  for  the  expenditure  incurred. 
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Amcag  tlie  vhoUy  oncirilisad  pegaa  liibea,  wlio  owe  no  al-   SonraMMm 
legiance  to  a  par&moant  chief,  it  is  often  difficult  to  apply  these     '^^^Jjh 
principles  of  mle,  and  the  political  ofEcers  have  to  undertake  a    iWO-'*»- 
more  direct  responsibility  owing  to  the  difficulty,  and  often  im- 
possibility,  of  establisElng   native  courts,  and  to  the  lawless 
habits  of  the  people.      Among  these  tribes  it  is  my  policy  to 
centralise  authority,  as  far  as  may  be,  in  a  recognised   chief, 
and  to  introdace  the  civilising  agency  of  trade,  while  repres- 
sing all  intertribal  quarrels. 

In  the  first  year,  some  small  progress  along  these  lines  has 
been  made,  and  I  look  for  increasing  resolta  in  the  coming  year 
n-ith  a  somewhat  more  adequate  and  more  fully  oi^aniaed  stafi 
of  capable  and  zealons  poliUcal  officers. 

F.   D.   LOGAKD. 
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No.  363.  TJ^'" 

i9oa 


SOUTHERN    NIUEIUA. 

(For  Report  for  1890-1900,  $"■  >'.i.  3ir>). 


High  Commissioneb  Sm  B.  Mook  to  Mr.  Chaubbrlaik. 


Govenuaent  House, 

Old  Calabar, 
24th  January,  1902. 

SlE, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  ionraxd  enclosed  the  Blue  Book  lor 
the  calendar  year  1900  and  Report  thereon  in  duplicate.  The 
instructions  in  your  despatch  of  the  17th  of  September  last 
required  that  the  Blue  Book  should  be  confined  to  the  calendar 
year,  and  -as  the  Blue  Book  and  the  Iteport  on  receipt  of  your 
despatch  mentioned  were  not  completed,  the  change  was  at  once 
made,  as  there  was  considerable  advantage  in  starting  it  with 
the  year  1900,  the  Protectorate  of  Southern  iN'igeria  with  its 
present  area  and  administration  haying  been  inaugurated  from 
the  Ist  of  January  in  that  year. 

2.  The  Financial  RetumB  in  the  Blue  Book  are  dealt  with  for 
the  financial  year,  1st  April,  1899,  to  31st  March  1900,  and  the 
Public  'Works  Returns,  being  regarded  as  principally  financial, 
have  been  treated  in  the  same  way. 

3.  The  imports  and  exports  include  those  for  Korthera 
Nigeria,  and  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  distinguish  them 
in  the  year  1900,  but  instructions  have  been  issued  that  in  future 
years  while  the  total  imports  and  exports  will  be  given  together  a 
separate  return  will  show  the  imports  and  exports  of  Northern 
Nigeria.  In  future  years  also  the  imports  and  exports  returns 
will  be  arranged  in  groapa. 

ell2«f-7.1-S/lttOS    Wt  38616    D  *  S   -P  A  a 
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SouthebU  4.  Tke  delay  in  forwarding  the  Blue  Book  and  Beport  thereon 
NiOKKiA.  is  due  to  the  change  that  was  made  by  your  despatch  above 
'  referred  to  at  the  time  that  the  Blue  Book  and  Aumnfrl  Beport 
were  preparing  for  the  financial  year,  so  that  entirely  freah 
returns  had  to  be  obtained.  I  hope  in  fature  years  to  f umish 
the  Blue  Book  and  Report  thereon  within,  four  months  of  the 
'"rmination  of  the  year. 

I  have,  Su!., 

B.  MooB, 

Hiffh  Commitsioner. 


BEPORT  ON  THE  BLUE  BOOK  FOR  1900. 


By  the  Southern  Xigeria  Order  in  Council,  1899,  which  came 
into  operation  on  the  Ist  January,  1900,  part  of  the  territories  of 
the  Royal  Niger  Company,  Chartered  and  LioLited,  was  added 
to  the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate,  and  the  combined  territories 
were  constituted  into  the  Proectorate  of  Southern  Nigeria,  under 
the  administration  of  a  High  Commissioaer. 

The  statisticcl  system  which  obtained  in  the  Royal  Niger 
Company  differed  from  the  system  observed  in  the  Niger  Coast 
Protectorate  Blue  Books,  and  comparison  is  therefore  impractic- 
able between  the  figures  in  the  Blue  Book  for  1900  and  the 
statistics  contained  in  the  Blue  Books  of  the  Niger  Coast  Pr6- 
tectorate. 

It  has  recently  been  decided  that  the  Blue  Books  and  other 
annual  reports  (except  the  financial  reports)  should  be  drawn  up 
to  cover  the  calendar  year  instead  of  the  financial  year  (Ist  April 
to  31st  March).  As  the  Blue  Book  of  the  Protectorate  for  1900 
is,  for  the  reason  already  given,  the  first  at  a  series,  its  publica- 
tion has  been  delayed  in  order  that  the  statistics  contained  in  it 
might  as  far  as  possible  cover  the  calendar  year.  The  change  in 
the  period  covered  by  the  Blue  Book  is,  therefore,  a  second  reason 
why  no  useful  comparison  can  be  made  between  its  contents 
and  those  of  previous  reports. 

Financial, 

The  Financial  Returns  in  the  Blue  Book  of  1900  relate  to  the 
period  ending  on  the  'tlst  ^March,  1900,  and  consequently  do  not 
wholly  represent  the  statistics  either  of  Southern  Nigeria  or  of 
the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate.  The  following  table,  however, 
shows,  as  far  as  can  be  shown  by  the  yearly  totals,  the  extent  t« 
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which  the  staiiBtics  have  been  altered  by  the  inclusion  of  the  SoDTatim 

Boyat  Niger  Company's  territoriee  during  the  last  quarter  of  ■'^J"?'*' 

the  financial  year :  —  ^""'- 


Heads  of  RaveDiio. 


Totals  for 

« or  ending 
aieh  Slnt, 
1900. 


Totela  for 

S»r  ending 
arch  9U% 

1899. 


Cnatoma 
Iiioenoeo,  Ac. 
Fees,  Ac.     ... 
Foetal  RerenuD 
HiaoelUneoiu 

Total 


Decrafwe  in  year  ending  Slet  Harcli,  1900 


1,397 
2,085 


164,108  169,51 


Erpenditm 


Total      I  i 

daring  I 

en^ng    I  l""**"^      Decreaw. 
HarcbSTstjHarchSlitt,.  ! 

1900.  1899.     I  I 


Peaaione       

\m 

1,6.10 

£ 

1.350 

Commiwioner  and    Conanl- 
General. 

4,046 

3,98* 

62 

- 

6» 

41 

614 

- 

Political  and  Adminiatrative  ' 

staff. 

Judicial  Department 

20^27 
967 

18,246 
834 

2,081 
133 

"~ 

Carried  forward  ...        26,275    '     24,735 
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NlQEBU, 

1900. 


Expenditure — contimud. 


Total 
daring 

Total 
dnring 

Heitdg  of  Expenditure. 

year 

ending 

MuchSlat, 

i9oa 

year 

ending 

UarchSlat, 

1899. 

Increase. 

Decr«Me. 

Brought  forw&rd 

£ 
26,275 

£ 
24,735 

2,890 

£ 
1,350 

2^2 

2,400 

- 

48 

GiutomB        „         

7,251 

6,478 

773 

- 

Poat  Office     „         ..: 

5,115 

3,053 

62 

- 

Printii^        „         

1,328* 

1,231 

97 

- 

Audit 

769 

786 

- 

17 

N,aP.  Force           

30,196 

21,372 

8,824 

- 

Ukrine  Department 

32,631 

22,097 

10,434 

- 

PriwM          „         

7,200 

6,038 

1,162 

- 

Botuiioal       „         

1,171 

1,255 

- 

84 

Medicftl 

9,272 

10,129 

- 

857 

1,147 

1,140 

7 

- 

Tnoiport      „         

6,729 

6,161 

- 

432 

AborigineB 

8,236 

7,116 

1,121 

- 

11,006 

9,316 

1,660 

- 

Public  Works  Deportment... 

3,896 

3,437 

459 

- 

„        „      Becnrrent   ... 

6,387 

5,665 

- 

178 

„        „  ■  Extraordinary 

19,267 

14,407 

4,860 

- 

Total 

176,128 

146,746 

32,349 

2,W>6 

Ini'eatie    in    period    ending 
3 1st  March,  1900. 

29,383 

- 

- 

-        " 

From  tlie  table  of  revenue  it  vill  be  noticed  that  there  was  a 
decrease  of  £5,459  in  the  rerenne  of  the  year  ending  3lBt  March, 
1900,  as  compared  with  the  revenue  of  the  preTious  year.  The 
decrease  is  the  more  not^tworthy  because  during  tiie  last  quarter 
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of  the  year,  duty  was  received  in  respect  of  tlie  importationB  of   SoitTHEKN 

the  Niger  Company.     The  amount  of  duty  received  at  Akasea    Nigeria, 

during   the   last  quarter  waa  £4,617,  and  probably   a  similar        ^^^- 

amount  was  collected  at  ports  in  the  Western  Division.     But 

for  this  increase,  the  decreeee  mentioned  above  would  therefore 

have  been  nearly  £16,000.     It  has  to  be  further  remembered 

that  ad  valorem  duties  were  levied  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 

year  for  the  first  time.  The  decrease  can,  however,  be  accounted 

for  by  the  large  decrease  in  the  importations  of  gin  and  mm 

which  was  probably,  in  part,  due  to  the  large  importation  during 


1898-99 

as  18  shown  by  the  folloving  fig 

urea : — 

- 

- 

1899-190). 

1898-99. 

i897-9«. 

Oalloni. 

857,802 

266,969 

l80r..97. 

Gin... 
Rnm 

OttUoDS. 

61*,298 
]64,-J08 

OttUonB. 
980,944 

324,161 

G&llona. 
598,073 

253,289 

Of  the  increase,  £29,389,  which  took  place  during  the  year  in. 
the  expenditure,  £11,710  was  due  to  increases  in  personal 
emoluments  and  £17,678  to  expenditure  on  other  charges.  It 
wiU  be  seen,  therefore,  that  as  regards  tJne  period  ending  31st 
March,  1900,  the  incorporation  of  territories  of  the  Koyal  Niger 
Company  produced  relatively  little  change  in  the  expenditure 
and  revenue  of  the  Protectorate. 


Assets  ami  Liabilities. 

The  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1899,  showed  an  excess 
of  assets  over  liabilities  of  £58,469,  and  on  March  31st,  19*00, 
this  excess  had  increased  to  £67,089. 

Of  the  latter  sum,  £37,500  was  invested  at  interest,  and  a  sum 
of  £5,340  was  set  Euide  to  meet  the  cost  of  making  good  depre- 
ciation in  the  yacht  "  Ivy,"  the  balance  consisting  of  cash, 
remittances  in  ^nsit,  etc. 

Cttebency. 

By  universally  accepted  custom,  the  currency  of  the  Protec- 
torate is,  as  between  persons  who  are  not  natives  of  the  Protec- 
torate, the  British  currency.  The  natives  in  dealings  between 
themselves,  use  in  different  parts  of  the  Protectorate  brass  rods, 
manillas,  brass  wire,  gin,  cloth,  and  tobacco.  In  transactions 
between  or  with  Europeans,  these  articles  cannot  be  regarded  in 
any  way  as  serving  the  purpose  of  a  currency,  their  use  in  such 
transactions  being  merely  tai  instance  of  barter.  In  the  Benin 
territories,  as  in  Lagos,  cowries  are  used  for  small  purchases, 
and  may  be  regarded  as  acting  as  a  currency  to  a  limited  extent. 
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8OUT0UN   The  absence  of  coin  in  the  districts  has  made  it  necessary  to 

NioEKiA,    recognise  that  orders  of  the  Native  Courts  can  be  complied  with 

1900.        i,y  payment  in  manillaa,  brass  rods,  etc.,  and  even  in  "  trade 

goode,"  except  gin.     This  custom  probably  originated  with  the 

provisions  contained  in  Section  CXI.  of  the  Africa  Order  in 

Council,  1889. 

The  estimated  average  value  of  brass  rods  is  Z^d.,  of  manillaa, 
lid.,  and  of  wires,  ^d.  The  value  varies,  however,  not  only  in 
different  districtB  but  also  at  different  times  of  the  year.  The 
use  of  "  wires  "  is  confined  to  parts  of  the  Old  Calabar  and  Cross 
Eiver  districto.  In  other  districts  the  absence  of  a  small  medium 
of  exchange  is  remedied  in  native  transactions  by  sub-dividing 
tobacco,  gin,  etc. 

By  the  "  Amended  Customs  Tariff  Proclamation  of  1900," 
silver  of  the  realm  (meaning  of  course  the  United  Kingdom)  not 
being  of  the  established  standard  in  weight  or  fineness  is  abso- 
lutely prohibited  from  importation. 

During  1900  specie  was  imported  to  the  value  of  ^135,309. 
The  importa^tions  of  specie  into  the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate 
durii4t  the  years  1897-98,  1898-99,  1899-1900,  were  £29.202, 
£29,290,  and  £36,372,  respectively.  Practically  there  was  no 
exportation  of  specie  during  1900. 

Taxation. 

The  Customs  duties  during  the  year  were  collected  under 
Proclamation  No.  3  of  1900,  by  which  the  previous  tariff  was 
repealed.  The  duties  levied  under  this  law  include  a  compara- 
tively short  list  of  specific  duties,  the  principal  items  in  which 
are  _'unmanuf  actured  tobacco,  ^d.  per  lb. ;  salt,  20».  per  ton ;  gun- 
powder, Qd.  per  lb. ;  flint  lock  guns,  2s.  Gd.  each ;  and  spirits.  3^. 
per  gallon.  Subject  to  the  "  free  "  list,  which  includes  building 
materials,  cooper's  stores,  mining  and  sawing  machinery,  etc., 
all  the  importations  not  included  in  the  specific  duty  list  were 
made  liable  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  5  per  cent.  The  law  pro- 
vided that  the  territories  of  Lagoe,  Northern  Nigeria,  and 
Southern  Nigeria  should  for  Customs  purposes  be  regarded  &s 
one  territory.  Chiefly  in  connection  with  the  latter  provision 
an  amending  law  was  necessary  and  was  prepared  (The  .^mended 
Customs  Tariff  Proclamation,  1900,  No.  28  of  1900),  \>n{  as  the 
law  did  not  come  into  operation  until  the  Ist  January,  19tll.  it 
is  unnecessary  to  detail  its  provisions  here. 

luPORTS  AND  ExrOKTS. 

From  the  summarj'  given  below  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
exports  and  imports  in  1900  nearly  balanced  one  another,  there 
being  a  surplus  of  £18,021  only  of  exports  over  imports.     Thia 
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surplus,  however,  is  only  arrived  at  by  including  in  the  importa   | 

the  Bum  of  j£135,()09,  the  amount  of  specie  imported.     As  there    Kkixxu, 

was  practically  no  export  of  apecie,  the  figures  in  reality  show        i9M. 

that  the  value  of  the  inipoi't&  exceeded  the  value  of  the  exports 

by  over  £100,000. 

The  f oHowing  table  also  shows  that  the  exports  from  the  Pro- 
lectontte  to  foreign  countries  was  very  largely  in  excess  of  the 
imports  from  those  countries.  This  large  excess  is  due  to  the  large 
quantity  of  palm  kernels  shipped  to  Germany,  and  in  a  minw 
degree  to  the  palm  oil  shipped  to  France. 

In  the  case  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  imports  into  the 
Protectorate  were,  unlike  those  from  foreign  countries,  in  excess 
of  the  exports  frcnn  the  Proiectorate.  This  surplus  of  importa 
over  exports  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  £130,850  specie  was 
imported  from  the  United  Kingdom. 


Summary  of  Exports  and  Importt  in  1900. 


Total  expoi-ts         

Total  imports         

£ 
...     1,133,604 
...     1,115,583 

Surplus  of  exports 

18,021 

United  Kingdom — 

Importsfrom 

Exports  to       

927,906 
...       672,900 

Surplus  of  imports 

...       255,005 

British  Colonies- 
Imports  from  ... 
Export*  to       

6,256 
215 

Surplus  of  exports 

6,041 

Foreign  Countries — 

Exports  from 

Imports  to      

..       460,483 
..       181,421 

Surplus  of  exports 

.,       279,067 
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Imports  from. 

EKportato. 

Gennany     

£ 
87,489 

385.806 

Holland       

85,378 

6 

TTmtod     SUtM     of 

Amerka. 
Spain          

6,063 
3,212 

_ 

France        

— 

74,156 

The  following  tables  show  Uie  principal  imports  and  exports 
to  and  from  difterent  countries.  Eerosene  and  lamp  oil  to  the 
tbIuo  of  £6,047  waa  imported  from  the  United  States,  and  £1,665 
of  kerosene  and  lamp  oils  and  £4,459  of  specie  reached  the 
Protectorate  from  Chand  Canary.  With  these  exceptions  the 
principal  importations  were  confined  to  import*  fnHn  the 
TTnited  Kingdom,  Oermany,  and  Holland,  and  the  principal 
eoiporta  to  those  sent  to  the  T'nited  Kingdom,  Oermany,  and 
France. 

It  will,  be  noticed  that  the  importation  of  perfumery  from 
Germany  largely  exceeds  the  importation  from  the  United 
Eingdom.  The  importation  of  gin  and  G-eneva  from  Holland 
and  Germany  and  the  liqaoi:8  from  Germany  complete  the  list 
of  cases  in  which  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were 
exceeded  by  ihe  imports  from  other  countries. 

yoAfe  ihowing  tke  prineipal  Importt  into  the  Protectorate 
and  the  Countries  whence  imported. 


Artick. 

Taloe. 

Unitod 
Kingdom. 

Gernumy. 

Holland. 

Ale,  beer,  porter,  dder,  ftc 

£ 
4,176 

£ 
2,076 

£ 
2,079 

£ 
17 

Bag!  and  aaoks         

11,810 

10,908 

894 

- 

Beads             

11,582 

8,963 

2,380 

n 

Beafandpork           

8,752 

8,684 

68 

- 

BmldJng  materiala 

45,669 

42,337 

2,809 

419 

Boat,  and  canoes      

5,716 

5.396 

143 

- 

Bread  and  bucait     

5.739 

5,736 

- 

- 
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Impo  rti— COD  tin  ued . 


Ariiote. 

Value, 

United 
KingdoH!. 

Germany, 

Holland. 

God 

£ 
19,496 

£ 
17,114 

£ 
1.292 

£ 
1,089 

Cooper's  stom         

66,695 

61,6«1 

414 

3,700 

GottoB  goods 

274,249 

271,477 

2,037 

476 

Etrtbeiiiran 

9,932 

8,858 

1,066 

- 

Furniture      

7,210 

5,678 

1,375 

3 

Dane  guns      

8,853 

4,187 

641 

4,010 

Gunpowder 

7,358 

7,029 

329 

_ 

4,472 

4,889 

31 

- 

Hardware  and  ontterj 

52,167 

36,848 

10,306 

4,409 

Kerowne  and  lamp  oila       ... 

7,919 

167 

40 

— 

Perfumery     

2,619 

629 

2,062 

26 

Pipe*  

2,020 

1,372 

W 

no 

Provisions      

32,210 

28,53« 

2,438 

44 

Biee 

18,856. 

17,122 

1,689 

_ 

Salt 

34,  lU 

34,115 

- 

- 

Silk  goods      

20,924 

17,290 

3,600 

_ 

So«P 

9,443 

9,261 

189 

- 

Brand?          

720 

t>31 

79 

1 

(•in  andOeneva        

!t9,I18 

1,523 

30,342 

67,260 

Uqoeur.         

915 

116 

798 

_ 

Rum 

13,438 

2,502 

10,083 

18 

Whiskej         

5,135 

5,0C4 

46 

_ 

Winea 

6,001 

5,432 

264 

1 

Tobtcoo,  unmanufaotured  ... 

67,638 

67,688 

49 

_ 

IJmbrellu      

6,167 

6,747 

394 

- 

Wearing  apparel      

28,950 

26,616 

1,115 

88 

Specie 

136,309 

130,860 

- 

BOUTBBMK 

NiantJA, 
1900. 
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lable  ikomng  the  principal  Export*  and  the  Cauntrie* 
to  tokich  exported. 


Article 

T&lne. 

UolMd 
Kingdom. 

OMinuiy. 

Fiun. 

Coooa        

£ 
2,,09 

2,489 

220 

X 

CoflM        

726 

709 

16 

- 

Ebony       

1.665 

1,558 

106 

- 

Fibre         

2,922 

2,922 

■      - 

- 

Ground  Huto       ... 

V04 

V04 

- 

- 

Oom  Oop«l 

1,6IS 

1,512 

1 

- 

I'ory       

1S,794 

12,878 

822 

- 

N»tive  Timber     ... 

7,018 

6,792 

821 

- 

HisodkneoDS   Fro- 
dncio. 

87,091 

»,716 

:66 

3.876 

Pifan  Kernels       ... 

430,016 

83,019 

346.887 

- 

PdmEendSbella 

637 

65! 

- 

- 

Pdm(Ml 

491,131 

392,166 

28.094 

70.880 

Bnbber      

137,289 

128,440 

8.848    • 

- 

sp«^     

20 

20 

- 

- 

No  change  in  the  directioa  of  trade  appears  to  hare  taken 
place.  The  import  and  export  returns  contained  in  the  Blue 
Bo(A  for  1900  include  the  imports  into  and  exports  from.  Nm^em 
Nigeria.  This  fact  accounts  for  Uie  amount  (xF  gnm  oopal  etz- 
ported  and  also  for  ika  large  exports  in  ivory.  But  witii  tiiese 
tvo  exceptions  there  i§  notiiing  to  show  that  the  export  returns 
have  been  greatly  increased  l^  exports  from  Northern  Nigeria. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  and  exports 
into  and  from  the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate  during  the  years 
1897-98,  1898-99,  and  1899-1900. 

The  decrease  in  the  value  of  manufactured  tobacco  during  the 
year  1899-1900  was  attributed  to  larger  importations  of  manu- 
factured tobacco.  The  decrease  has  not,  however,  continued, 
at  the  foregoing  table  shows  that  £67,638  of  unmanufactured 
tobacco  was  imported  during  1900. 
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Imports. 


Artide. 

1897-98. 

189»-»9. 

1899-1900. 

Sped*         

£ 
29,202 

£ 
29,290 

£■ 
36,372 

Cotton  goods        

166,8S0 

198,763 

194,281 

Gia  and  Oeaers 

65,193 

81,020 

86,469 

Tobaooo,  nnnuumfantiired 

67,324 

60,898 

27,864 

Ooopor'i  Btorw      

60,970 

44,396 

60,816 

Building  M»twuh           

11,174 

[6,786 

18,964 

Hardware  uid  ontlerj     

37,849 

32,319 

30,733 

W«ru.g»pp«d 

17,878 

24,427 

22,902 

8»lt            

10,992 

9,098 

18,448 

17,36S 

19,200 

21,193 

Exports, 


Artide. 

1897-98. 

1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

P&lmKeraeh       

396,544 

£ 
305,791 

£ 
340,218 

Pslmoit     

410,133 

397,368 

420,680 

Robber      

32.969 

60,607 

106,U6 

Ivory          

2,530 

2,589 

8,326 

Bbony        

2,291 

739 

229 

AOBICULTVBE  A.ND  FOSESTBY. 

The  Botanical  &Brdena  are  eituatod  at  Old  Calabar.  Laigely 
owing  to  the  ease  with  which  the  collection  of  oil  and  nuts 
provides  for  the  requirements  of  their  liree,  the  nativee  do  not 
readily  attempt  to  grow  or  collect  other  products.  To  a  limited 
extent  the  Botanical  Gardens  have  been  snoceseful  in  distribu- 
ting young  coffee  and  coc4>a  plants. 

With  the  'object  of  sui^lying  rubber  seedlings  for  trans- 
plantatioa  into  the  forest  lands  between  villages,  twenty  large 
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iiureeriea  for  yoong  rubber  were  established  during  the  year  in 
the  Benin  territories.  These  nurseries  were  supplied  by  the 
rubber  seed  colleoted  during  1899.  The  labour  txt  transplant- 
ing and  subsequently  caring  for  the  young  rubber  will  be  per- 
formed, subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Forestry  Inspectors,  by 
the  inhabitants  of  those  villages  which  will  ultimately  be  en- 
riched by  the  matured  rubber. 

Twenty  timber  concessions  were  granted  during  the  year,  and 
a  large  number  of  licences  bo  collect  rubber  were  issued  in  the 
Benin  territories,  and  the  fees  in  connection  with  these  amounted 
to  over  £700.  The  timber  (mahogany)  cut  was  in  some  cases 
too  small,  and  the  conditions  of  the  conceasiona  and  licences 
were  not  strictly  adhered  to,  with  the  result  that  further  legis- 
lation and  organisation  was  decided  upmi  but  oould  not  be 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  two  large  beds  of  honckeya  were  planted  in 
the  Botanical  Gardens,  and  100  plants  were  sent  h^  request  to 
Hie  Botanical  Gardens  at  Aburi,  on  the  Gold  Coast.  Fifty 
mango  plants  (including  No.  11,  Peach,  Mistake,.  Gordon,  MaJda, 
and  Peters)  were  imported  from  Trinidad,  and  of  these  36  have 
grown. 

The  plantations  of  the  Royal  Niger  Company  on  the  JSiger 
were  t^en  over  by  the  Protectorate.  With  the  exception  (rf  » 
•mall  area  of  cocoa  the  plantations  were  devoted  to  coffee  culti- 
vation, and  the  number  of  trees  at  each  place  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix  to  this  report. 

Smppmo. 

The  total  number  of  steam  vessels  that  cleared  from  ports  in 
the  Protectorate  during  1900  wae  638  (tonnage,  924,124 ;  crew, 
25,965).  During  the  year  645  entered  (tonnage,  940,389 ;  crew, 
25,400).  Of  these  vessels,  all  were  British  except  26  foreign 
vessels  (tonnage,  33,853 ;  crew,  596)  which  cleared,  and  22  (ton- 
nage, 33,014 ;  crew,  712)  which  entered. 

These  figures  show  that  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  Pro- 
tectorate have  relatively  smaller  crews  than  when  clearing,  and 
that  this  difFerence  is  most  marked  in  the  case  of  foremen 
steamers. 

During  the  year  18  British  steamers  and  1  foreign  steuner 
entered  in  ballast,  and  24  and  1  cleared  in  ballast  respectively. 

Of  the  foreign  steamers  1  was  Spanish  and  the  remainder 
German. 

Of  the  foreign  steamers,  11  came  from  Germany  and  1  from 
Fernando  Po.  The  same  number  of  foreign  steamers  cleared 
for  Germany  and  Fernando  Po,  and  in  addition  to  these  1 
cleared  for  Grand  Canary, 

The  British  steamers  that  cleared  and  entered  included  115 
and  114   Lagos  steamers  respectively,     A  large  proportion   of 
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these  must  have  been  the  branch  Bteamersby  which  the  car^  is  Bodirh 
taken  between  La^oB  and  Forcadw,  at  which  latter  place  the  Nieasu 
Lagos  cargo  is  transhipped  to  or  from  ocean-going  steamers.  •**• 

Of  the  remainder  of  tiie  British  steamers,  28  entered  from 
Oermaay  and  2  f nan  Belgium ;  26  cleared  for  Oermany,  2  for 
the  United  States  of  America  (both  in  baUaat).  The  remainder 
of  the  British  steamers  cleared  for  (82)  or  entered  from  (88)  tJie 
TTuited  Kingdom. 

Only  4  sailing  veHsels  entered  the  ports  of  the  Protectorate  and 
only  2  cleared. 

The  sailing  vessels  were  all  foreign. 

Legislation. 

The  Southern  Nigeria  Order  in  Council  1899  {see  beginning 
bi  this  report)  gave  law-making  powers  to  tiie  High  Commia- 
sioner  subject,  of  course,  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  On 
January  1st,  1900,  it  became  necessary  to  enact  laws  for  the 
government  of  the  Protectorate.  The  "  Ordinance  Extension 
Proclamation  of  1900  "  was  accordingly  passed,  by  which  the 
Niger  Coast  Protectorate  laws  mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  the 
Proclamation  were  made  to  extend  and  apply  to  the  Protectorate 
of  Southern  Nigeria.  By  the  Company's  Begulations  Repealing 
Proclamation,  1900,  the  laws  of  the  B^yaL  Niger  Company  were 
repealed. 

By  the  end  of  April,  1900,  twenty  ProclamationB  were  passed 
which  were  necessary  for  tiie  proper  constitution  of  the  Protec- 
torate. The  most  important  of  these  laws  was  perhaps  the 
Supreme  Court  Pi-oclamatiou,  by  which  a  Supreme  Court  was 
establiahed  with  the  same  jui-isdiction,  so  far  as  local  circum- 
stances permit,  as  is  vested  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice  in 
England.  The  law  contained  a  pi-oviaion  to  the  effect  that  its 
terms  should  not  deprive  the  Court  of  the  right  to  observe  and 
enforce  the  observance,  nor  should  deprive  any  perBon  of  the 
benefit  of  any  law  or  custom  existing  in  the  Protectorate  and 
not  repugnant  to  natural  justice,  equi^,  and  good  conscience. 
This  law  was  supplemented  firstly  by  the  "  Commissioners  Pro- 
clamation," by  which,  subject  to  limits  therein  specified,  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  conferred  on  Distrdrt 
Courts,  and  secondly  by  the  Criminal  Procedure  Proclamation, 
which  is  binding  on  the  Supreme  (Van  and  the  District  Courts. 

liy  the  "  >'ative  Coui-ts  Proclamation,"  Native  Courts  were 
constituted  with  a  criminal  and  civil  jurisdiction,  in  which 
cases  wherein  natives  only  arc  concerned  can  be  disposed  of  by 
natives  under  the  supervision  of  a  District  Commissioner  who  is 
M  officio  President  of  all  Native  Courts  in  his  district. 

Daring    the    year    laws    were   passed    regulating     prisons, 
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marriageB,  patcmts,  trade  marks,  the  importation  of  apirituoiu 
Hqnon,  and  the  naTigati<Mi  of  the  Niger. 

By  the  Trade  Credit  Proclamation,  no  Conrt  can  Miforce 
■gauut  a  nattve  any  obligation  of  a  commercial  character  based 
on  credit,  which  has  been  incurred  by  him  towards  a  person  who 
is  not  a  native  of  the  Protectorate.  By  -the  Folded  Woven  Goods 
ProclamatioQ,  the  importation  is  prohibited  of  folded  woven 
goods  unless  the  latter  are  folded  in  folds  of  not  less  than  36 
inches  in  length,  and  unless  each  piece  is  marked  so  as  to  show 
its  length.  By  Proclamation  No.  1  of  1900,  no  person  not  being  a 
native  can  acquire  directly  or  indirectly  any  right  or  interest  in 
luid  without  the  consent  of  the  High  Commissioner. 

Education. 

lliere  is  no  seoondaiy  education  in  the  Protectorate,  and  the 
primary  education  is  limited  to  the  schools  coiinected  with  the 
churches  and  missionB,  with  the  exception  of  the  Eyamba  School 
at  Duke  Town,  Old  Calabar,  which  is  managed  by  a  ccHnmittee 
of  natives.  In  the  schools  at  Old  Calabar  and  Oni^ha,  industrial 
«dnoatioa  is  combined  with  primary  educatum. 

An  important  step  was  taken  by  the  Government  in  com- 
mencing a  scheme  l^  which  it  is  hoped  that  indostrial  education 
may  be  combined  iwit^  primajn-  education  in  many  places 
tbroQghout  thle  Protectorate.  Tb»  schjome  met  ^with  Btrong 
.  support  from  the  merchants  and  from  Messrs.  Elder,  Dempster 
and  Company  and  native  chiefs.  The  first  institution  of  the 
kind  was  establi^ed  at  OgugumsJiga,  near  Boni^,  where  a  site 
uaA  building  were  granted  for  the  purpose  of  Uie  new  educa- 
tional institute  by  the  merchants.  The  revenue  amounted  to 
£923  lOt.,  of  which  £240  was  granted  by  the  Ch>vemment, 
£31  10>.  was  given  by  Messrs.  Elder,  Dempster  and  Company, 
£450  was  collected  from  donations  from  tiie  chiefs  of  Bonny, 
Opobo,  and  New  Calabar,  and  the  balance,  £202,  from  school 
foes. 

Pupils  at  the  inaiitutioa  have  to  enter  for  a  term  of  not  less 
t^an  five  years,  and  accommodation  is  jnovided  bcth  for  day 
pupils  and  boarders.  The  curriculum,  as  already  stated,  is  con- 
fined to  primary  educati<m,  but  a  payment  of  7s.  Gd.  a  quarter 
(for  each  subject)  enables  Uie  pupils  to  obtain  tuition  in  book- 
keeping, shorthand,  mathematics,  and  music. 

GOVKESMENT    iNSTrriTTIONS, 

The  only  hospitals  are  the  European  Hospital  and  the  Native 
Hospital  at  Old  Calabar.  In  the  districts,  however,  a  very  large 
number  of  cases  are  treated  as  extra  patients 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  and  the  invaliding- 
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rateoi  Europeans.*  The  proportioas  i 
average  namber  of  Europeans  (name 


e  based  upon  the  estimated  SoDtMiui 


CiM*. 

1 
Namber.  |      Died. 

1 

Invalided. 

Death  rate 
per  1,000. 

Invaliding 
rate  per 
1,000. 

Official* 
Son-OfficiJs... 

101 
21  ■> 

7 
13 

12 
26 

«9-M 
60-46 

118-71 
120-93 

TatallormAD 
rata.) 

316 

20 

38 

6S'29 

120^ 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  and  of  persons  invalided  wtm 
at  Old  Calabar,  where  the  numbers  during  the  year  were  6  and 
8  respectively;  but  ea  Europeans  naturally  endeavour  wlien  ill 
to  get  to  Old  Calabar  in  order  to  benefit  1^  being-  nursed  in  the 
European  Hospital,  it  does  not  at  all  follow  that  Old  Calabar  is 
an  unhealthy  station.  At  Asaba  there  were  4  deaths  and  7 
persons  invalided. 

At  the  European  Hospital,  79  cases  were  treated,  of  which,  as 
just  stated,  6  ended  in  death.  There  were  32  cases  of  malarial 
fever,  8  of  hBemt^lobinuria,  or  blackwater  fever,  and  37  of  un- 
classified fevers. 

In  St.  Margaret  Hospital  (Native),  551  cases  were  treated,  of 
which  30  ended  in  death.  The  following  are  the  numbers  of 
cases  of  the  most  prevalent  diseases :  — 


Diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Diseases  of  digestive  system 

Varicella 

Diseases  of  connective  tissue 

Local  injuries 

Special  reports  were  made  on  three  cases  of  exoeptitmal  in- 
terest, one  at  hemiplegia,  reported  on  by  Dr.  R.  A.  Bennett ; 
one  of  a  fever  resembling  scarlatina,  reported  on  by  Dr.  E.  .T. 
Moore ;  and  a  case  of  ankylostomiasis,  reported  on  by  Dr.  B.  A. 
Shekletoo. 

In  all  the  stations  as  well  as  in  Old  Calabar  much  attention 
was  given  to  the  drainage  of  spots  likely  to  breed  anopheles 
(moaquitos). 

In  Old  Calabar  a  system  of  water  supply  was  begun  but  not 
actually  completed  within  the  year.  Works  were  also  begun  at 
Old  Calabar  by  which  the  sewage  will  be  disposed  of  oa  Moule's 
system.* 

*  These  Bgnres  are  for  the  year  ending  March  3Ut.  1901. 
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Priiom. 

There  are  two  lai^e  priBons,  one  at  Old  Calabar  uid  one  at 
Aaaba.     At  Degama,  Sapele,  aod  B^iin  City  there  are  district  , 
priaooB,  and  at  the  other  statiouA  in  Gie  ProtectMvte  there  are 
"  lock-np  "  houses. 

Under  the  Frisons  Proclamation  the  mark  aysteaa  was  intro- 
duced, and  has  worked  satisfactorily.  There  were  766  prisoners 
committed  during  the  year  ending  Mareh,  1901,  throughout  the 
Protectorate,  of  whom  3  per  cent,  were  female,  and  4  per  cent, 
juveniles.  Only  30  persons  were  impriuined  for  more  than  five 
yeara,  380*  were  committed  for  three  months  or  less,  and  the 
remainder  were  sentenced  for  terms  exceeding  three  months  but 
under  five  years. 

The  cost  of  feeding  and  clothing  the  prisoners  amounted  to 
£2,632,  and  the  estimated  value  of  the  work  done  by  tbem  waa 
£3,238,  an  amount  baaed  on  the  suppoeitioD  that  the  work  done 
1^  a  prisoner  at  hard  labour  (grass  cutting,  birdi  m^di^,  road 
laaking,  sanitaiy  work,  etc.)  is  worth  Qd.  per  day,  and  that  tihe 
work  done  by  those  at  light  labour  is  worth  6d.  per  day. 

There  were  38  escapes,  of  whom  23  were  recaptured. 

Criminal  StatiHiet. 

During  the  year  1900,  the  number  of  informations  in  the 
Supreme  Court  amounted  to  31,  and  resulted  in  4  acquittals  and 
27  convictions. 

The  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  District  Commis- 
sioners (who  are  in  charge  of  the  Cotirt  Messengers,  i.e.,  the 
local  police)  was  496.  Of  the  cases  reported,  356  were  convicted 
aiunmarily,  98  were  acquitted,  11  were  discharged  for  want  of 
evidence,  and  the  remainder  w^ere  dealt  with  iu  the  Supreme 
Court 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  366  cases  of  convictions 
were  dealt  with  and  also  the  crimes  committed :  — 


— 

Total 
number 
oteawB. 

.AsttuItH. 

Offences 
against 
property, 
other  than 
maKciona 
injnry  to 
property. 

Offenoes 

against 

revenue, 

4c 

Other 
offences. 

Pine      

hen  of  payment 
of  fine. 
Peremptory    im- 

Wtipping 

Bound  over  or 
other  trivial 
pnniahment. 

88 
4 

243 

6 
15 

24 

52 

1 
9 

117 

2 

9 
9 

3 
66 
6 

Total 

3K 

86 

119 

19 

182 
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The  figurea  only  cover  tlie  period  fi-om  April  let,  1900  (when  Southux 

the  new  lawa  began  to  operate)  to  the  enil  of  the  year.  ^'{affl^ 

There  are  no  reoordB  of  the  criminal  caaee  disposed  oi  try  the        — 1- 
Native  Courts . 


Meteorological  Ohtervations. 

The  retynu  for  1900  relate  to  one  station  only,  namely  Old 
Calabar. 

On  only  three  days  during  the  yeaj  was  there  an  abeenoe  tA 
wind,  the  lattw,  hawever,  was  1^  no  means  oonBtant  throughout 
the  day,  there  haying  been  179  days  when  it  wa«  cabn  at  7  a.ni., 
118  days  -trhen  it  was  calm  at  1  p.m.,  and  102  .days  when  there 
was  no  wind  at  9  p.m.  'Hie  wind  was  most  apt  to  fall  away  in 
the  months  of  August,  July,  December,  and  January,  and  the 
mean  air  temperature  was  lowest  in  August,  July,  and  January. 
December  and  January  >were  the  driest  months. 


HoDth. 

nil 

1=111 

f 

j 

Janauy 

83-8 

35 

■780 

79-7 

1^67 

February         

84-8 

26 

■864 

77-7 

640  ' 

MMch 

84-8 

.SO 

■879 

819 

6-80 

April     

82-3 

33 

■833 

83^5 

13-60 

May       

81-7 

29 

■859 

84-0 

A-66 

June     

80-8 

36 

■833 

84-4 

8259 

July       ■     ... 

77-8 

49 

■802 

85'7 

1M3 

August 

77- 

43 

■807 

88-1 

•■39 

September      

80-4 

27 

■820 

89^07 

1184 

October 

82) 

27 

■793 

835 

9-38 

November        

m-b 

•IS 

-862 

es^s 

1134 

December        

81-96 

45 

■831 

83-6 

im 

Yew 

81-70 

- 

-«80 

8348 

117-46 
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Post  Oifiee. 

The  chief  office  i%  at  Old  Calabar ;  there  are  11  district  offices 
and  6  postal  agencies. 

The  grow  postal  revenue  duiing  1900  w&s  £1,786,  of  which 
£141  waa  commission  on  mone;  orders,  and  £A  was  the  value  of 
nnclaimed  monciy  orders.  The  ^  oet  of  the  postal  service  witiiin 
the  Protectorate  was  £2,865.  The  cost  of  conveyance  of  mails 
beyond  the  Protectorate  was  £435. 

Statement  of  estimated  total  nwnher  uf  Lellen  §-c.,  dealt 
with  durimi  1 900. 


Intonial. 

United  Kingdom. 

Total. 

From 

To 

Letten    tuid    Post 
cuds. 

188,796 

89,639 

90,985 

369,370 

"Iffir^o""' 

29,680 

70,179 

4,207 

104,066 

Pwceb      

5,033 

3,086 

1,381 

9,499 



Money    Orden.  istaed 

Money  Order*  reo«-«l 
in  FrotectorkM. 

United  Kingdom 

4,81-2 

335 

Woet  Africsn  ColnniM... 

5,?9fi 

172 

InteRul 

1,008 

•     1,019 

Military  Foree»  and  Expenditure. 

On  the  lat  January,  1900,  the  military  force  of  tiie  Protec- 
torate was  raised  from  550  to  an  establishment  of  1,050.  Part  of 
the  arrangement  by  which  the  territories  of  the  Boyal  Niger 
Company  were  transferred  to  the  Protectorate  was  that  a  portion 
of  the  B<^al  Niger  Company's  forces,  amounting  to  an  esta- 
blishment of  600  men  with  arms  and  ammunition  should  be 
taken  over  by  the  Protectorate.  The  increased  eatabjishment 
thus  •nthorised  was  organised  in  accordance  with  the  general 
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1900. 


recommendationa  of  tte  Gonunittee  who  reported  in  1899  upon  Socn 
the  Amalgamation  of  the  Colonial  Military  Forces  in  West  ^'"fJ!*' 
Africa.  'Hie  change  necesBitated  the  force  being  re-ai-med  with 
the  Martini-Enfield  carbine  (artilleiy  pattern  303  calibre),  and 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  officers  from  17  to  29.  The  force 
thus  established  became  the  Sicl  (Xigcr)  Battalion  of  the  Weat 
African  Frontier  Force. 

The  expenditure  during  1900  amounted  to  £30.196,  of  which 
jC3-'),632  was  spent  on  pa;  and  allowances,  and  the  balance, 
i!6,564,  on  other  charges,  the  chief  it^ns  in  which  were  £1,352, 
co&t  of  clothing,  accoutrements  and  nerosearies,  and  £3,767,  the 
cost  of  ammunition  and  purchase  and  repairs  of  arms. 

Pvilie  Works. 

The  returns  of  expenditure  on  Public  Works  cover  the  year 
ending  Slst  March,  1900. 

The  following  are  works  completed  during  that  period :  — 


— 

Actual  cost. 

Public  workg  house  annex       

200 

£ 
351 

Native  PriwM 

- 

-21 

Nntive  Test  houses        

200 

136 

Upkeep  of  break-water  Opobo 

100 

72 

„            „           Bonny 

50 

IC 

as  post  office. 

100 

97 

Moveible  brickmaking    pUnt  at    Old 
CaUbar  River. 

150 

481 

Native  hospital 

- 

95 

House  for  Tie 'suryoffidala 

- 

277 

Honse  for  CuBtoma  officials  at  Brass... 

- 

105 

Quarters  (or  native  staff.  Cross  Biver 

50 

66 

Bridge  across  creek      

- 

271 

The  new  prison  was  begun  but  not  finished,  the  expenditure 
during  the  year  being  £3,770, 

The  breakwater  at  Old  Calabar  (Quay  Wall  Works)  which  is 
being  constructed  under  the  supervision  of  Messrs.  Coode,  Son 
A  Matthews,  made  good  prc^p^ss  at  a  coat  of  £8,260. 
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The  Benin  City  afiScers'  quarters  were  nearly  completed  at  a 
cost  of  £2,641.  The  sum  of  £1,026  waa  spent  on  the  new  house 
foi  judicial  tMcen  out  of  £1,800,  the  estiinated  cost  for  com- 
pletion. 

£2,448  was  spent  on  current  repairs  to  public  buildings. 

Staff. 

On  December  Slst,  1900,  there  were  374  officers  employed  in 
the  Protectorate  who  had  giren  bond  for  the  i»^per  discharge  of 
their  datiee.  The  security  given,  was  that  prescribed  by  the 
Public  Officers'  Guarantee  Fund  Proclamation,  1900. 

Leslie  Pbobtk, 

Seeretary. 
January  16,  1902. 
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Auprntiix  showing  Hts  number  of  coffee  planU  in  the  plants-  BuUTaaRN 
tions  on  the  Niger  which  were  iraDBfeired  to  the  Protectoratf^  TfiaiUA, 
by  the  Royal  Xiger  CcKnpany.  1900. 


Ifuinber  of  Coffee  Plants  on  the  plantationt  at  Abutshi 
and  Onittfia. 


Nftme  of  plantation. 

Name  of  [dute 

In  pemnDent  places. 

In  Beds. 

Abatebi    

Liberisn  GoSee 

11,863 

4,9811 

do 

Cocoa 

612 

40 

NKMi         

Liberiu  Coffee 

72,690 

- 

do 

Anbian       „ 

140 

380 

do 

Bio  Pongo  „ 

1,200 

- 

do 

Cocoa 

30 

- 

Akpakka 

Uberian  Coffee 

16SO0 

3,610 

do 

Arabian       „ 

400 

- 

do 

Cocoa 

364 

600 

The  Creek 

Liberian  Coffee 

15,030 

13,350 
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No.  371. 

ST. HELENA. 


REPOBT    FOR   1901. 


(For    Report    for    1900,    sm    No.    323.) 


^rtatatti  to  both  ^ohma  at  {txtiianunt  bg  (£omnunIl  of  |gic  JRsjerts. 
Nooember,  1902. 


LOMDOK : 

PUNTED    FOB    HIS    UAJESfTTS    BTA.TIONEBT    OFFH^ 
Bt  SABLma  A  SON.  Ltd..  8i-40.  Baoox  Birun,  E. 

And  to  ba  pwoliaMd,  dUiar  dirMtly  or  t)imn|^  »aj  BoakMllsr,  traa 
ETBE  A  BPOrnSWOODE,  Eait  Baxdiho  Sntnr,  Fun  Stbiui,  B.O., 
■nd  8S,  AjiwaPOTi  Stwot.  Wm 
or  0I1TEB.2.  BOTD.  Bt 
or  E.  PONSONBT,  IM,  Gunoii  E 

1903. 

[Cd.  788-41.]    Price  Id. 


y  Google 


COLONIAL  REPORTS. 

The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
Oolonial  Poaaessions  have  been  iBsaed,  and  ma;  be  obtained  from 
ihe  aonrces  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 
ANNUAL. 


No. 

(k^y. 

Tear. 

346 

Northern  Nigeria           

1900-1901 

3i7 

Britiih  Solomon  iBlandfl           

349 

Lagoa       

BntMh  Guiana 

1900 

349 

1900-1901 

350 

St.  Yinoent           

1900 

361 

Jamaioi 

1900-1901 

362 

Cocos  Island 

1901 

358 

Sonthern  Nigeria             

1900 

3&4 

Bermuda  ...         ,..         ...         ...         ... 

1901 

366 

Gambia 

36« 

Falkland  Islands 

357 

Northern  Territoriee  at  tfae  Gold  Ooist 

358 

MalU        

369 

Gibraltar 

360 

361 

Sierra  Leone        ...         ...         ... 

362 

BritiBh  Hondnras           

363 

'Torks  and  Caicos  Islanda          

364 

Seycbelles 

366 

Bahamas 

1901-1902 

366 

Fiji           

1901 

367 

Ceylon       

368 

Barbados 

1901-1902 

369 

Bong  Kong         

1901 

370 

Cocos  IsUndii      

1902 

MiaOELLANEODS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Snbject. 

1 

Gold  Coast     

Eoonomie  Agriculture. 

•2 

Zulnland        

Forests. 

3 

Siena  Leone... 

Geology  and  Botany. 

.5 

BahnmnR        

Emigration. 
SieaTlndufltry. 

6 

Hong  Kong 

Buboiiio  Plague. 

Nevfonndland           

Mineral  Besoarces. 

Western  Paoiflo         

British  Solomon  Islands. 

Dominica       

Agncultnre. 

Virgin  Islands          

Condition  daring  1897. 

Grenada         

12 

Anguiih.         

Vital  StatiHtics,  18!IS. 

13 

Cook  Islands 

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas        

Fibre  Industry. 

Canada           

Legal  Status  of  British  North 
American  Indians. 

16 

Medical  Eeport*. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands  ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong   

Operations    in   New   Territory 

diirintr'ldOO. 

MiBCeUaneoDS  Colonies       ... 

Hedioal  Reports. 

21,' 

Wei-Hai-Wei              

General  Report. 
Report  or  Garibs. 

21 

Domini^i       
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No.  371. 
ST.  HELENA. 

(Pot  It«pott  lor  1900,  MM  Ko.  338.) 


Gonunnt  8teendai.e  to  lU.  Ceaubeklaiit. 

The  Outle,  St.  Heleu, 

19{li  July,  19{I2. 

8=, 

I  HAVE  the  honotir  io  forward  herewith  the  Blue  Boik  of 
this  Colony  for  the  year  1901,  togrerthei  with  my  report  thereim. 

I  have,  &c., 

B.  A.  Stebndali!, 

Gi>vern  jr. 


13745'— 75— I0;i90a    Wt  28G16    DiS— 6 
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FINANCIAL. 

QBHBSi.L  BbTBMUB  AND  EXPBHDITUBB. 

Comparative  Statement  of  Revemu  for  the  Years  1900  and  1901. 


— 

1900. 

190L 

Cartoms 

LioenM.,  tu»,  Ac.       

in  aid. 

Port  Office         

Bents  of  Government  property 
Interaat 

'            £ 

10,426 
886 
643 

1,471 
869 
661 
237 

£ 

16,866 

947 

1,066 

2,090 
866 
704 

3,066 

TotJ       

16,891 

24,614 

Tlie  large  increafle  in  AliscelliuLeouB  H«ceipts  is  acconnted  ior 
hy  heavier  collecttone  under  "  Commisaion  on  Drafts  "  and  con- 
tributions from  the  Admiralty  and  War  OfBce  towarde  the  new 
crane,  eztenuoa  of  wharf,  and  the  West  Rocks  road. 

Comparative  Statement  of  Expenditure  for  the  Years 
1900  and  1901. 


— 

1900. 

1901. 

£ 

£ 

PubUcdebt        

600 

Penriona ... 

1,326 

1,022 

1,060 

Colonial  Secretary        

696 

Legs]       

S32 

347 

SavingaBank 

464 

626 

821 

Gaol        

145 

168 

Medical 

1,218 

1,613 

EdDcation          

622 

642 

PoKtOfBce         

327 

461 

666 

1,466 

Colonial  Engineer         

184 

191 

Public  worka  recurrent 

1,960 

2,069 

Gratnitiea           

106 

Public  works  extraordinary    

1,709 

2,413 

Fort  and  marine 

474 

Bt  Helena  8hupdioot«>      

96 

96 

Total       

12,603 

14,927 
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TksM  mm' no  laad  gmats- dnB9'tb&  yew  and'  only'  oae 
ettate  came  into  the  open  market,  wliicli  naliMd  aftiaaotilinn' 
aboat  jG12  an  acre,  inpladniB  <^<^'>*W<' 


173  ships  called,  32D  were  nghied,  and  268  communicated 
wiA  the  Station. 

The  following  is  the  tonnage  of  TesBels  entered  and  cleared :  — 
British,  steam  348,089 

„  miliny  ...  4,654 

Foreign-         889 

Total      263,602 


1^  British  steam  tonnage  of  the  previoos  yeav  was  155,542, 
showing  an  inereass  daring'  1901'  ot  93,547  tons,  owing  to  tha- 
larger  munberof  steamwa  oaUing'  with  osmi  and  stores  for  Afr 
Imperial  GoTenunsat, 


LEGISLATION. 

The  following  Ordinances  were  passed :  — 

No.  1  of  May  4Uk,  1801.  An.  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the 
fonnation  of  a  Volunteer  Force. 

No.  2  of  June  2&th,  1901.  An.  Ordinance  to  proyide  for  the 
seryiceof  the  year  1901. 

No.  3  of  Joly  Isi,  1901.  An  Ordinance  to  proTtde  for  the ' 
supplementary  e^>eBdijbnre  of  theiyear  1900. 

No.  4  of  Septsmber  4th,  1901.  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for 
the  remission  of  da^  on  oonsignments  of  tobacco  for'  Sia 
Hajeafy's  troops  at  St.  Helena. 

The  following  Froclamations  were  issued : — 

January  26th,  1901.  Accession  of  Hie  Most  Gracious  Majesty 
Eing  Edward  YII. 

January  30th,  1901.  Respecting  the  game  season  for  the  year 
.1901. 

Februaiy  16th,  1901.  Imposing  restrictions  on  vessels  from 
Cf^e  Colony  on  account  of  bubonic  plague  existing  there. 

March  I5th,  1901.    Respecting  the  Census. 

12745  B 
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April  lOQi,  1901.  Lieutonant-CoIoiLel  Evans  asBuming  the 
goTemment  of  St.  Helena  during  the  absence  of  ihe  Oovelmor. 

April  27th,  1901.  Prohibiting  the  landing  of  caigo  fiam  any 
portiuSouth  Africa. 

July  25th,  1901.    Quarantine  regnlationB. 

August  13th,  1901,  Port  regulations  with  reference  to  boats 
leaving  the  Port  of  Jamestown  during  night  hours. 

November  14th,  1901.     Quarantine  regulations. 


EDUCATION. 


The  number  of  schools  is  the  same  as  in  the  year  1900,  viz., 
four  Oovernment,  five  charitable,  one  military,  and  one  Baptist 
Sunday  School. 

I  remarked  then  that  the  number  of  scholars  had  decreased 
from  793  to  742  owing  to  the  great  demand  for  labour  and  the 
comparatively  high  wages  given  to  mere  children.  I  much 
regret  a  still  further  falling  oS  from  ihe  same  cause,  the  figures 
for  1901  showing  a  decline  from  742  to  720,  and  this,  I  fear,  will 
not  he  remedied  till  compulsory  education  is  .enforced. 


PUBLIC  GARDENS  AND  MUSEUM. 

The  Public  Gardens  sufEered  to  some  extent  by  the  encamp- 
ment therein  of  the  prisoners  of  war  engaged  on  the  works  on  the 
wharf,  but  now  that  they  have  been  removed  steps  will  be  taken 
to  repair  the  damage. 

The  Museum  had  to  be  closed  for  a  time  owing  to  iujuriea  to 
specimens  by  some  of  the  prisoners  of  war  from  Deadwood  Camp, 
the  scales  on  a  fin©  specimen  of  the  tortoise-shell  turtle  having 
been  ripped  off  for  the  purpose  of  making  fancy  articles  for  sale; 
also  n  caryed  stick  from  Madagascar  was  stolen,  probably  for  a 
pattern ;  but  collections  continued  to  be  made  for  ultimate 
arrangement. 


-lUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 

Pi^tty  crime  increased  considerably,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected with  the  increase  of  the  population  and  the  larger  con- 
sumption of  intoxiating  liquors.  There  were,  however,  only  two 
cases  tried  and  convicted  in  the  Supreme  Court,  one  against  the 
])erson  and  the  o.her  against  property. 
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' The  following  is  a  comparatiTe  statement:— 


— 

1900. 

1901. 

Number  «f  CMM  reported  to  police          

Number  of  an  mmary  convictions 

1.  For  offences  agaiuBt  the  person     

.  2.  For  offences  Rgainst  propwty  other  th&n  pneaial 

larceny 

i>.  For  other  offences 

246 
166 
162 
32 

10 
120 

342 
218 
218 
47 

11 

IHO 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 
During  the  year  under  report  there  was  an  improTCment  in 
the  death  rate,  which  was  heaTy  (33"3  per  thouBand)  the  previous 
year  owing  to  a  severe  epidemic  of  influenza.  In  1901  the  death 
rate  was  23'8  per  thoueand,  including  garrison  and  prisonera  of 
war.  The  number  of  the  latter  was  raised  during  the  year  from 
2,454  to  4,656,  and  our  total  death  return  of  125  included  45 
prisoners,  9  soldiers,  and  1  sailor. 


POSTAL  AND  TELEPHONE. 

The  work  of  the  Post  Office  greatly  increased,  and  the  revenue 
rose  in  consequence  to  £2,090  from  £1,470  ia  1900. 

Money  orders  were  issued  to  the  extent  of  £8,672,  and  paid  to 
the  amount  of  £5,187. 

The  telephone  lines  are  under  the  management  of  the  Royal 
Engineers,  Hie  Colonial  Government  giving  an  annual  grant  of 
£45  and  Lloyd's  £30.  Several  new  eitensions  were  made  in  the 
year  for  military  purposes. 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 
The  main  points  of  interest  during  the  year  1901  centre  in  the 
Boer  camps.  The  total  number  of  prisoners  was  4,655,  after- 
wards greatly  increased  by  more  recent  captures.  About  2,000, 
chiefly  Free  Staters,  were  confined  in  the  new  camp  at  Broad 
Bottom;  the  rest,  including  ihose  captured  sit  Paardeberg  and 
a  large  number  of  foreigners,  remained  at  Deadwood. 
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Daring  the  year  ih^.  4tb<  Battalion  at  ihe  01«ic««tenlure 
Begiment  left  ior  Eii^laod  and  t)he  3rd  Bf^talionol  tha  Wilt^iira. 
Regiment  arriTed. 

Babonic  plague  having  made  il«  appearance  in  Sonth  Africa 
this  year,  a  strict  qnarantise  was  eBtabliehed,  and  the  landing  of 
all  caiigo  from  South  African  ports  inxihibited,  especially  witlK.' 
a  view  to  the  prevention  of  rats  being  imported  &om  infected 
places. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  Jonestown  not  being  satisfaotory, 
the  Board  of  Health  was  urged  to  take  steps  for  the  examination 
and  cleansing  of  oil  houses  and  neglected  aieaa,  whitewash  and 
disinfectants  being  distributed  gratis  and  a  system  of  house-ttv 
house  collection  of  refuse  being  established.  The  hulk  "  Howden," 
a  large  iron  vessel  lying  in  the  harbour,  was  purchased  and  fitted 
up  as  a  temporary  quarantine  depot  tiU  the  station  at  Lemon 
Valley  could  be  prepared.  At  the  same  time  every  encourage- 
ment was  given  to  the  dertruotion.  ai  rate,  which  swarm  in  t^e 
Island. 

During  the  yew  I  was  oompellej  1^  ill-health  to  take  ioor. 
months'  leave  of  absence,  and  the  H^mouxable  Jiie^Uenant^cdonel 
T.  3.  F.  Evans,  the  officer  commanding  the  troops,  ably  adminis- 
tered the  government  from  the  lOth  of  April  to  the  18li  Angust. 

In  July  Mr.  E.  A.  Brine.  C.E.,  was  deputed' to  examine  and 
report  on  the  drainage  scheme  for  Jamestown,  sutMnitting  jdans 
and  estimates.  Mr.  Brine  gave  the  Government  much  valuable 
advice  on  other  matters  also. 

We  had  no  Colonial  Engineer  to  assist  him,  but  there  was  a 
young  Swedish  engineer,  Baron  H.  Fagerskiold,  a  prisoner  of 
war,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  PuUio  Works  Department 
during  his  stay  in  the  Island,  who  was  of  guest  aadsfeanoe  in  the 
drawing  of  the  plans. 

Mr.  Brine  on  the  completion  of  his  report  returned  to  En^and 
to  make  arrangements  for  material  and  effective  snpervisioD  and 
to  come  back  in  the  current  yeair  to  start  the  work.  He.  is 
expected  about  the  middle  of  August 

R.  A.  Stebsdale. 
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The  great  inorease  in  MisoellaiieoiiB  woe  due  to  the  purchase 
td  the  hulk  "  Bbwdea  "  for  temporaiy  quarantine  purposes,  and 
to  special  sanitary  preoautiona  against  the  introduction  o<  plague. 

Public  Works  Extraordinary  were  increased  by  the  recon- 
stmction  of  the  Lemon  Yall^  borrackB  as  a  quarantine  station 
and  1^  operations  in  fores^y  for  which  sanction  had  been 
received. 


Tata 

I  Revenue  and 

Expenditure  for  th£  hut  Five  Yean. 

Tear. 

Bavenwi. 

EiqMnditiue. 

1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
-       -1901 

8,803 
9,168 
11^93 
1S^9J 
-  24,614 

£          • 
13,004 
12,349 
11,422 
12,604 
lf,928 

Assets  and  Liabilities. 

I  am  glad  to  report  still  mora  favourable  results  Uub  year.     In 

my  Report  for  1900  I  stated  that  the  Assets  exceeded  the 

Liabilities  by  £3,626.    In  the  year  undei  report  now  they 

exceeded  tihe  Inabilities  by  ^,961. 

Public  Debt. 

There  was  a  Parliamentary  grant  <^  £6,168  made  in  1871-2, 
which  we  began  to  pay  off  in  annual  instalments  of  £500  in  1898, 
and  it  stood  at  £4,158  at  the  end  of  1901 — still  further  reduced 
during  the  current  year  to  £2,000. 

CuBBEtlCT. 

English  coin  only  is  cnnent.  Silver  is  a  l^al  tender  up  to 
404.  only,  and  copper  (bronze  coin)  up  to  It,  only,  in  one 
payment. 

The  estimated  value  of  coin  in  circulation  during  the  year 
was  £36,000. 

Specie  was  imported  by  the  Imperial  Ghrvernment  to  the 
extent  of  £16,650.  The  only  bank  in  the  Colony  is  the  Govern- 
ment Savings  Bank.  The  amount  deposited  during  the  year 
came  to  £13,218.     The  withdrawals  £7,717  li.  bd. 

The  t»t^  deposits  amounted  to  £28,003. 

Remittances  to  England  1^  bills  on  the  Crown  Agents  were 
£64,703.  These  biUa  ard  now  granted  at  three  days'  sight 
instead  of  ten  days  as  before. 
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The  following  are  oomparatiTe  Btatements  for  five  yean  of  Iha 
Poor  Belief  Board  and  Public  Market:  — 


Pub&c  BeUef  Board. 


Yew. 

BaTeoDB. 

Expeodttnra. 

£ 

£ 

met 

8% 

820 

1B9B 

863 

8S0 

1S»9 

862 

699 

1900 

S57 

871 

1901 

933 

856 

• 

Pvblic  Market. 


Tear. 

BersniM. 

£ 

£ 

1897 

112 

no 

1898 

107 

109 

1899 

191 

172 

1900 

238 

S02 

1901 

342 

175 

TRADE,  AGRICULTURE,  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

Imposts  and  Exports. 


34,365 
62,985 
91,699 
168,282» 

105,645t 


4,592 
4,215 
4,7241 


"  iDclosive  of  Imporwl  Stores,  Ac,  Bmoonting  to  £106,572. 
Exclaiiive  of  Imperial  Stores,  value  of  which  not  given. 
Dedoct  Spede,  £4,035. 
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The  Exports  are  as  usual  of  small  value.  Generally,  the  bulk 
of  them  consiBts  of  potatoes,  which  during  the  year  were  too 
much  in  loeal  demand  to  allow  of  exportaition,  hut  their  place 
has  been  taken  by  skins,  the  number  of  oxen  imported  during  the 
year  for  the  meat  rations  of  the  prisoners  of  war  and  the  troops 
having  amounted  to  2,110,  the  skins  of  which  were  purchasi^d 
by  local  contractors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
of  import  during  the  last  year  as  compared  with  the  previous 


ArtiolM  of  Import. 

1900. 

1901. 

IiiopeaM. 

D«oreue. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Beer,  bogahnds    ... 

3,600 

9,402 

5,807 

„      doEHU 

382 

606 

124 

Beef  and  pork      ... 

1,225 

1,003 

■i22 

Goala          

810 

4,485 

3,675 

Oigaw        

1,460 

2,029 

579 

I>»pe>7     

7,910 

10,618 

2,708 

TloDT  and  grain    ... 

e,32i 

5,110 

1,211 

Mwhinery 

2,869 

4,623 

1,264 

(Klnian'B  Btor«     ... 

U,752 

16,246 

1,306 

Bioe           

2,134 

1,940 

194 

SpiritB,  galb.        ... 

3,619 

4,602 

983 

?&^..    ::: 

1,804 

2,214 

410 

1,634 

1,745 

111 

Wme,g«Ik. 

•       3,067 

8,158 

91 

— 

Total 

61,567 

67,686 

17,745 

1,627 

The  two  principal  items  of  increase,  vis.,  beer  and  coals,  are 
due  to  the  increase  in  the  garrison.  The  islanders  ateo  consume 
nLore  beer  than  they  used  to. 


Mines,  MANurACTOB&B,  &c. 

I  regret  nothing  had  been  done  during  the  year  under  report 
in  the  way  of  manulactures  or  experiments  in.  that  direction. 
The  conditions  which  have  made  the  Island  a  prison  fur  the  time 
being  have  not  been  favourable  for  the  development  of  any 
indufltry  likely  to  be  of  permanent  benefit  to  the  islanders. 

The  lace  making  to  which  I  alluded  in  my  last  Report  has 
received  what  I  hope  will  prove  only  a  temporary  check.  TTn- 
fortunately,  as  it  assomed  a  promising  position  it  was  thrown 
hack  by  the  loss  of  the  market  in  home-going  steamers,  which, 
owing  to  the  plague  at  the  Cape,  had  to  be  placed  in  quarantine. 

The  amount  of  money  which  has  been. circulating,  owing  to  the 
war  and  the  high  rates  of  wages  which  have  been  given,  will 
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render  it  difficult  for  Bome  time  to  impreBS  upon  the  people  the 
necessity  for  starting  some  industiy.  There  will  be  no  lack 
of  Tork  in  the  Island  for  Hie  neni  two  or  ihiee  years,  as  the 
Colonial  Oovernment  have  the  drainage  of  the  town  in  hand  and 
the  Imperial  Government  havo  yet  to  build  the  barracks  for 
the  troops  which  are  to  be  stationed  at  Deadwood,  so  labourers 
will  be  in  demand  and  prices  will  keep  up.  Afterwards  the 
former  stagnation  may  set  in  and  then  the  need  for  some  local 
induBtry  will  be  felt. 

However  great  the  advaatages  of  climate  and  soil,  amy  industzy 
connected  with  agriculture  most  be  starred  ior  want  of  safficient 
suitable  land.  The  finest  soil  in  the  Island  is  under  grass  for 
pasturage,  uid  seldom  it  is  that  any  comes  to  the  aiictioneeT*a 
hammer,  otherwise  a  few  hundred  acres,  it  pat  under  coffee,  ought 
to  bring  the  owner  substantial  profit. 

The  oc^ee  is  of  a  fine  quality  and  the  trees  bear  well,  bat  tiie 
cultivation  is  not  carried  out  oa  a  sctde  large  enough  to  make  it 
pay- 
There  are  good  years  and  bad  years  in  coffee,  and  1901  was 
a  bumper  year.  Out  of  a  small  plantation  of  about  a  couple  of 
hundred  ^vea  in  the  Government  House  grounds  we  obtained 
500  Ibfl.  of  dried  coffee.  In  the  present  year  we  have  had  only 
a  very  small  quantity. 


AOBICCLTURAL   InDUBTHIBB   AKD   BoTAIfiCAL   SXATIONB. 

Market  gardening  has  been  most  profitable  during  the  time 
the  prisoners  of  war  have  been  in  the  Island,  for  the  demand  for 
fresh  vegetables  has  been  greater  tJian  the  sujqtly,  and  con- 
sequently prices  have  been  veiy  high,  but,  unfortonaiely,  we 
had  a  long  period  of  drought  which  caused  much  loss  in  gieen 
crops. 

My  own  energies  have  been  devoted  to  the  establishment  of 
nurseries  for  young  trees  at  FlantaticHL  under  the  chaoge  of  a 
young  Carman  gardener,  a  prisoner  of  war.  Some  thousands  <£ 
young  seedlings,  chiefly  of  various  species  of  eucalyptus,  were 
planted  out  in  beds  and  offered  for  sale  at  low  prices,  but  the 
drought  above-mentioned  caused  the  loss  of  a  large  number, 
especially  as  I  had  to  stop  irrigaition  on  account  of  the  failure 
of  the  springs,  every  drop  of  water  being  requited  for  the  needs 
of  the  garrison  at  Ladder  Hill.  A  good  many  young  trees  were, 
however,  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  3d.  per  foot  in  height. 

A  large  number  of  cuttinge  of  a  species  of  evergreen  fig  were 
prepared  for  planting  in  rooky  places  on  the  road  from  James- 
town to  Plantation,  where  holes  have  been  dog  tor  them.  This 
tree,  which  is  large  and  umbrageous,  grows  readi^  from  stakes 
about  three  feet  long  hj  three  inches  in  diameter. 
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No.  33S. 


SAINT  LUCIA. 


REPORT    FOR    1900. 

(For  Report  for  1899,  fo-e  No.  311.) 


yicsenttb  to  both  ^onses  of  Sarliiiment  bu  Commatii  of  ^is  ^;ijt3t|2. 
Septemhpr  1901. 


X.ONDON  : 

PBINTED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTY'S    STATIOMEBT    OFFICE. 
Bt  DABLINQ  ft  SON,  Ltd.,  34-U,  Buon  Stmvt,  E. 

And  to  b«  pnrcluaed,  either  directlj  or  Uiroa|[fa  an;  Booksellar,  from 

KTBE  ft  SPCKTTISWOODE,  East   HARDiHa   Strut,  Flux  Sturt.  E.C, 

ftud  S2,  AanigPOM  Stbut,  WnnttHBTiR,  S.W.; 

or  OLIVEB  ft  BOTD,  Edihbuboh; 

or  E.  FONSONBY,   116,  Okutoh  Stsbit,  Hvjoss. 

,1901. 
[Ca.  788-2.]    Price  U. 
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The  following,  among  other,  Reports  relating  to  Hia  Majesty's 
Colonial  PoBaessionH,  have  been  iaeaed,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  sources  indicated  ob  the  title  page : — 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

.^08 

Leeward  Islands           

1899 

309 

St.  Helena         

310 

British  Hondaros         

311 

St.  Lucia 

312 

St.  Vincent         

313 

1899-1900 

314 

Bonn  Kong       

Southern  Nigeria           

1899 

315 

1899-1900 

316 

1899 

317 

1899-1900 

318 

Britieh  Guiana 

319 

ChriatmaB  Island            

1900 

320 

British  Solomon  Islnnds 

1899-1900 

321 

Lago*      

1900 

322 

Bermuda            

323 

St.  Helena         

324 

Sierra  Leone      

325 

Gambia 

326 

Barbados 

327 

Bahamas            

328 

Turks  and  Caicos  Inlands 

329 

Malta      

330 

" 

331 

Fiji        

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. 

Colony. 

Subject. 

I 

Gold  Coast         

Economic  Agricnltnre. 

2 

Zululand 

Forests. 

3 

Sicira  Leone      

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada    

Emigration. 

6 

Siial  Industry. 

6 

Newfonnd&nd 

Bubonic  f  lagne. 

7 

Uinenl  Besources. 

8 

Western  Pacific. 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Agricnltnre. 

10 

Virgin  Islande 

11 

Grenada 

Agricnltare  in  Carriacon. 

12 

Angnilla 

Cook  Islands      

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

13 

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Fibre  Industry. 

15 

Canada    ... 

Legal   Statue  of  British  North 
American  Indians. 

16 

Medical  Reports. 
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No.  33a. 
SAINT     LUCIA. 

(Foe  Beport  for  lS9fl,  >m  So.  »I1.) 


AOHIlfrSTRATOB   SiB   HaRBT   THOMPSON   tO   GOVERNOR 

Sib  B,  B.  Llewbltm. 

GoTenunent  House, 

Saint  Lucia, 
July  30,  1901. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  tniDSniit  mj  Report  on  the  Blue 
Book  for  1900. 

I  iLare,  &c., 
Habbt  Thompson', 


aovernor  Sir  B.  B.  Lleweljn,  E.G.M.G.,  &c., 
Grenada. 


MC9-— 75— «/l»01    Wk  1B1B2    D  k  S— S 
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REPOET  ON   THE   BLUB   BOOK  FOR  1900. 


FINANCIAL. 

Revenue  and  Espenditube. 


The  revenue  for  the  year  amounted  to  £72,197  15*.  Id., 
which  was  £6,150  13j.  9d.  Id  ezcesB  of  the  estimated  rereDae, 
and  exceeded  the  revenue  of  last  jear  (up  to  then  the  largest 
revenue  collected  b  the  history  of  the  Colony)  by  £628  lU.  5d. 


The  following  table  shows  the 
last  five  years  : — 


of  the   Colony  for  the 


71,479 
72,107 


Every  head  of  revenue  showed  an  increase  over  that  of  the 
previous  year  with  the  exception  of  that  for  Miscellaneoue 
tiervices,  which  was  abnormally  large  in  1899  owing  to  special 
receipts  in  connection  with  the  frauds  in  the  spirit  warenouse 
discovered  in  that  year.  The  sum  actually  paid  over  for  the 
Imperial  Grant  in  Aid  of  Agriculture  was  also  £175  less  than 
^  in  1899. 

The  largest  increase  of  revenue  was  imder  port,  harbour,  &e., 
dues.  It  amounted  to  £2,221  and  was  due  to  the  targe  number 
of  steamers  which  visited  the  port  during  the  year. 

The  Customs  Revenue  remained  at  a  high  figure  in  consequence 
of  the  continuation  of  the  collection  of  the  additional  15  per  cent, 
duty  during  the  whole  of  the  year. 
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The   origiDal   eetinrnte  of    expenditure  was  £65,957  1<.  id.,   Bt.  Lvcu, 
which  was  increased  by  supplementary  votes  in  the  course  ol        ^™' 
the    year    to   £67,733  16*.  Sd.      The    actual  expenditure  was 
£64,749  18».  Id.  or  £7,357  17«.  Od.  less  than  the  revenue. 

Most  of  the  heads  of  expenditure  showed  a  small  increase 
over  that  of  last  year,  but  there  was  a  considerable  saving  in  the 
Immigratioa  Department  owing  to  abolitioa  of  most  of  the  offices 
on  the  termination  of  the  indentured  service  of  the  immigrants. 

The  PuUic  Works  undertaken  during  the  year  were  of  a 
limited  description  and  the  expenditure  on  them  was  £1,440  less 
than  in  1899. 

The  largest  increase  in  expenditure  was  under  the  head 
"  Miscellaneous  "  and  was  due  to  the  refund  to  the  Land  Sales 
Fund  of  £1,000  temporarily  transferred  to  general  revenue  in 
1896,  to  the  wiping  off  of  the  debt  o£  the  Choiseul  Village  Fund, 
amounting  to  £259  11*.  id.,  and  to  a  grant  of  £100  to  the 
Buftbrers  m  the  fire  at  Ottawa. 

The  expenditure  on  i^riculture  was  much  in  excess  of  that 
of  1899  and  was  chiefly  mcurred  in  permanent  improvements  to 
the  Botanic  Station. 


Absets  and  Liabilities  and  Public  Debt. 

The  balance  sheet  of  the  Colony  at  the  close  of  1900  showed 
a  surplus  of  assets  over  liabilities  of  £18,554  2x.  4r/.,  having 
been  increased  during  the  year  by  the  excess  of  revenue  over 
expenditure. 

The  Public  Debt  of  the  Colony  at  the  close  of  1900  amounted 
to  £176,679  111.  Od.,  made  up  as  follows  ;— 


InKTibod  Stock 
Debeninres 

Total 


85,479  11 
91,600    0 


•I 


Of  this  sum  £17,000  of  inscribed  stock  has  been  borrowed 
for  the  Castries  Town  Board  and  £5,900  of  inscribed  stock  and 
£6,000  debentures  for  the  Immigration  Fund.  During  the  year 
£10,500  debentures  were  redeemed,  which  included  uie  wiping 
off  of  the  loan  of  £8,000  raised  in  1891  for  immigration 
purposes. 
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The  Sinking  Funds  of  the  Colony  are  reduced  by  the  amount 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  last  mentioned  loan,  and  the  total  of 
the  Sinking  Fnnde  now  Rtande  as  follows : — 


For  Lucribed  Stock  . 
For  Dabentnras  , 


Imports  asd  Bxpobts. 

The  total  value  ot  the  imports  into  the  Colony  was  £403,592 
as  compared  with  £282,963  m  1899,  or  an  increase  o£42  per  cent. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  this  increase  is  to  be  attributed  to 
increased  importation  of  stores  of  all  sorts  for  the  use  of  the 
Military  Aulhorities. 

There  are  not  many  items  in  the  list  which  call  for  much 
comment,  and,  excluding  the  special  importations  for  military 
works,  the  coo  sumption  of  the  various  articles  of  Import 
remained  at  about  the  same  figure  as  in  1699. 

With  regard  to  the  source  of  our  imports  we  received  £220,625 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  or  nearly  55  per  cent,  of  the  total 
imports.  This  was  an  increase  of  41  per  cent,  over  the  figures 
of  1899,  and  a  large  portion  is  due  to  military  stores. 

From  the  0nited  States  our  imports  were  £124,263  or  nearly 
31  per  cent,  of  our  total  imports.  There  was  an  increase  of 
45  per  cent,  in  our  imports  from  this  source  over  those  of 
1899,  but  the  proportion  of  the  total  imports  remained  about 
the  same. 

Coal  was  responsible  for  nearly  the  whole  of  the  increase, 
'  and  the  figures  for  the  coal  trade  for  the  last  ten  years  are 
interesting. 

In  1891  there  were  34,079  tons  of  bunker  coal  exported,  valued 
•t  £51,118,  and  this  represented  about  28  per  cent,  of  the  total 
exports  of  the  Colony. 

In  1900  there  were  100,055  tons  of  bunker  coal  exported, 
Tftlued  at  £124,564,  and  it  represented  about  54  per  cent,  of  the 
total  exports. 

The  growth  of  the  coaling  trade  during  the  last  ten  years  hat, 
therefore,  been  very  large,  and  it  might  be  supposed  tJtat  oar 


,  Google 


COLONIAL  RVPORTB — ANNUAL.  7 

market  was  worth  competiiig  for,  but  from  the  following  figures   St.  Loou, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  trade  iias  been  Burrendered  to  the  United        l^OO- 
States  almost  without  a  stru^le.  ~~' 

In  1891,  of  the  coal  imported  for  the  trade,  88  per  cent,  came 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  12  per  cent,  only  from  the 
United  States.  In  1900  the  figures  stood  at  16  per  cent,  from 
the  United  Kingdom  and  84  per  cent,  from  the  United  States. 
The  difference  m  price  must  no  doubt  have  always  been  an 
important  factor  iu  the  competition,  but  in  spite  of  this  adraotage 
in  favour  of  the  American  product  English  cual  appears  to  have 
held  its  own  fairly  well  for  several  years  in  the  proportion  of 
about  65  per  cent,  of  English  to  35  per  cent,  of  American.  It 
was  only  in  1898,  after  the  coal  strike  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
when  English  coal  was  practically  unprocurable,  that  the 
American  product  took  the  lead,  and  it  is  now  so  firmly 
established  that  but  few  ships  besides  men-of-war  take  any 
other. 

The  imports  from  France  stood  at  almost  exactly  the  same 
figure  as  they  did  iu  1899. 

The  slight  increase  which  appears  in  the  tmportn  from  British 
Colonies  u  due  to  the  specie  imported  from  them. 

On  the  whole  the  main  feature  of  the  increase  in  the  impart 
trade,  excluding  military  stores,  is  rather  in  the  value  of  the 
articles  import^  than  in  the  volume  of  trade. 

£rportii. 

The  value  of  the  export  trade  for  the  year  was  £229,436 
against  £170,668  in  189y,  or  an  increase  of  34  per  cent. 

The  increase  is  chiefly  attributable  to  the  bunker  coal  which, 
I  have  already  mentioned,  formed  54  per  cent,  of  the  total 
exports,  and  showed  an  increase  of  72  per  cent,  over  the  exports 
in  1899. 

The  value  of  sugar  and  its  products  exported  was  £55,561 
against  £58,034  in  IbW.  It  represented  24  per  cent,  of  the 
total  exports  in  1900  and  34  per  cent,  in  1699. 

The  direction  of  our  Migar  trade  is  illustrated  by  the  following 
table:— 


ITnited  Kingdom 
United  States  .. 
Other  places 
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ftr.  IxFOU,  The  increase  in  the  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  was  due 
IW-  to  the  fact  that  ahnost  the  whole  of  the  si^i*  from  the  Demierj 
"""        Factory  was  sent  there  instead  of  to  the  United  States. 

The  export  of  cocoa,  the  produce  of  the  Colony,  showed  a 
most  satisfactory  increase  both  in  quantity  and  value.  So  far  as 
I  can  find,  it  is  the  largest  export  of  cocoa  which  there  has  been 
in  any  year  in  the  history  of  the  Colony. 

The  quantity  exported  was  1,298,100  lbs.,  valued  at  £38,247. 
It  represented  nearly  17  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports.  16  per 
cent,  of  the  crop  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  84  per  cent, 
to  France. 

The  other  minor  items  of  export  call  for  no  comment.  The 
direction  of  our  trade  during  the  year  was  chiefly  noticeable  for 
a  falling  off  in  the  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States,  which 
was  chiefly  due  to  the  diversion  of  the  Dennery  sugar  to  the 
English  market.  The  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1900  were 
£39,630  against  £53,006  in  1899,  or  a  decrease  of  25  per  cent.. 
In  1899  the  United  States  took  30  per  cent,  of  our  total  exports, 
while  in  1900  they  took  17  per  cent.  only. 

The  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  ivere  valued  at  £23,519  aa 
compared  with  £20,423  in  1899,  or  an  increase  in  actual  value  of 
15  per  cent.,  but  they  represented  only  10  per  cent,  of  the  total 
exports  as  compared  with  12  per  cent,  in  1899. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  proportion  of  the  cocoa  crop  whipb 
went  to  France  the  exports  to  that  country  show  a  very  lai^ 
increase,  from  £16,824  in  1899  to  £32,3o2  in  1900. 


SHIPPING. 


l,8o7  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  1,841,593,  entered  and  cleared 
at  Castries.  Of  these  1,240  with  a  tonnage  of  1,812,316  were 
steamers,  and  the  British  vessels  were  1,481  with  a  tonnage  of 
1,518,174. 


BOTANIC  STATION. 


The  improvements  in  the  Botanic  Station  were  continued,  and 
a  neat  iron  fence  with  an  entrance  gate  was  erected.  Pipes  were 
laid  on  for  supplying  the  nurseries  from  the  new  town  water 
supply,  and  the  work  of  raising  economic  plants  for  distribution 
continued. 

A   fnrther   course   of  instruction   m  elementary  agricultural  _^ 
principles  was  given  to  the  teachers  of  elementary  schools. 
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The  most  unportMit  wurk,  liowerer,  in  connectioa  with  the  St.  Loou, 
Department  of  Agriculture  was  the  selection  ot  sites  for  1900. 
experimental  plots  in  various  parts  of  the  Island.  The  jear  was 
somewhat  advanced  before  the  final  selection  was  made  and  hut 
little  work  was,  therefore,  done  on  them.  I  look  forward  to 
most  excellent  results  from  these  practical  examples  of  model 
cultivation  all  over  the  Colony,  not  only  to  the  small  cultivators 
but  also  to  the  large  land  holders  and  their  employees. 

Although  no  final  decision  was  come  to  during  the  year  the 
site  for  the  Agricultural  School  and  the  ^perimental  Station  in 
connection  with  it  was  practically  determined. 

The  Agricultural  Society,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Imperial 
Department  of  Agriculture,  continued  to  do  good  work.  An 
agricultural  show  was  held  at  Dennery  and  the  preliminaries  for 
an  important  experiment  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton  were 
discuEsed,  and  the  project  was  well  advanced  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 


CROWN  LANDS  AND  SURVEYS. 

The  Department  continued  to  do  much  useful  work  during  the 
year.  173  applications  for  land,  amounting  to  1,591  acres,  were 
received,  ana  there  were  39  alienations  of  land  of  623J  acres, 
valued  at  £658  lU.  6d. 

17  cases  of  escheat  for  a  total  area  of  3,252  acres  were  settled 
during  the  year. 

The  revenue  of  the  department  was  £2,323  I6s.  6d., 
including  the  refund  of  £l,000  from  general  revenue  already 
referred  to,  and  the  expenditure  was  £1,685  l4.v.  lli^.,  of  whicn 
£613  Is.  id.  wan  voted  on  the  estimates  and  paid  from  general 
revenue. 

The  important  question  of  forest  conservation  is  properly 
forming  on  important  feature  in  the  work  of  the  department,  and 
I  am  glad  to  lesm  that  great  care  is  now  exercised  in  allotting 
land  BO  that  the  main  sources  of  the  water  supply  may  be 
preserved.  ' 

On  the  whole  I  think  that  the  department  has  continued  to  do 
useful  work  and  to  have  the  confidence  of  the  purchasers  of  huid. 


CASTRIES  TOWN  BOARD. 

The  revenue  of  the  Caetries  Town  Board  for  the  year  was 
£5,»93  Ha.  7(1.,  and  the  expenditure  £5,516  8«.  id.  Of  tha 
revenue  £2,451  14<.  id.  was  derived  from  the  sale  of  water  to 
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*.  LuoiA,  ships,  an   amoimt  far  in  excess  both  of  that  derived  from  the 
1900.        same  source  in  1899,  and  of  the  anticipated  receipt,  in  conse- 

quence  of  thtf  number  of  slups  which  called. 

The  Market  Due?  brought  in  Xl,213  8s.  8</.,  showing  a  small 
increase  over  last  year. 

The  new  water  works  gave  an  ample  supply  of  water  to  the 
town,  but  owing  to  the  continued  uncertainty  of  the  direction 
which  legislation  for  their  management  would  take,  no  steps  were 
taken  during  the  year  for  its  distribution. 


LECtISLATION. 


Eleven  Ordinanees  were  passed  during  the  jear,  of  which 
perhaps  the  most  important  was  "  The  Agricultural  Hchools 
Ordinance  "  which  lays  down  the  principles  on  which  the 
Agricultural  School  in  the  Colony  ia  to  be  conducted,  A 
useful  Ordinance  was  passed  by  which  a  fund  is  establbhed 
which  enables  the  Colony  to  insure  its  own  public  buildings. 

The  importation  of,  and  dealing  with,  petroleum  were  also 
regulated,  and  provision  was  made  for  taking  a  census  during  this 
year. 


EDUCATION. 


There  were  42  assisted  schools  in  operation  during  the  vear,  of 
which  one  was  closed  in  October.  The  number  of  chilaren  on 
the  rolls  of  the  assisted  schools  was  6,365,  and  the  average 
attendance  was  3,433,  Both  these  figures  compare  favouralMe 
with  those  of  last  year.  The  grants  in  aid  to  these  schools 
amounted  to  £3,136  4s.  lOff.,  or  slightly  more  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  must  be  about  ri,000  children  of  school 
age,  i.e.,  between  six  and  14,  and  from  particulars  obtained  from 
the  masters  of  both  assisted  and  unassisted  elementary  schools, 
and  from  the  secondary  schools  in  Castries,  there  appear  to  be 
5,070  of  these  children  on  the  rolls  of  the  schools. 

These  figures  show  that  there  ia  still  a  good  deal  to  be  done  to 
make  education  as  general  as  it  should  be.  The  St.  Mary's 
college  for  boys  and  the  school  of  the  convent  of  St.  Joseph  for 
girls  continued  to  perform  useful  work,  and  the  success  of  the 
pupils  at  the  Cambridge  local  examinations  was  a  proof  of  the 
careful  education  they  are  receiving. 

A  scholarship  at  Harrison's  college  in  Barbados,  offered  by  the 
Imperial  Department  of  Agriculture  for  competition   m  the 
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Windward  lelanda,  wa6  gained  bj  a  boy  from  the  St.  Marj's   St.  LitoiAi 
college.  !«». 

A  new  code  for  primary  echools,  embracing  among  other  things 
an  improved  system  of  industrial  edocstioD,  was  prepared  dnring 
the  year,  but  was  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


HOSPITALS. 


From  the  reports  of  the  medical  officers,  it  appears  that  5,02^ 
pereons  availed  themselves  of  the  accommodation  provided  by  the 
hospitals  and  other  iostitutionB  during  the  year,  and  there  were 
30,965  attendances  at  the  various  dispensarieB. 

There  were  l,b42  persons  admitted  to  the  Victoria  hospital,  of 
whom  H06  were  East  Indian  immigrants,  469  natives  of  other 
idaces,  and  40  seamen ;  so  that  if  it  were  not  for  our  foreign  popu- 
^tion  this,  as  well  as  other  institutions  in  the  Colony,  might  be 
maintained  on  a  very  much  smaller  scale. 

In  the  Poor  asylum  there  was  a  daily  average  of  68  and  the 
death  rate  was  28'4.  Attention  is  again  called  in  the  reports  to 
the  miserable  condition  of  this  building,  and  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  matter?. 

Owing  to  absences,  transfers,  and  sickness,  the  medical  depart- 
ment was  often  very  short  banded  and  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  providing  for  the  work  in  the  various  districts. 

On  the  whole  the  health  of  the  Colony  was  good,  and  there 
were  no  epidemics  which  <;all  for  special  remark.  Malarial 
fevers  still  occupy  the  most  prominent  position  in  the  list  of 
diseases. 

The  colonial  surgeon  calls  attention  to  some  serious  surgical 
operations  successfully  performed  by  Dr.  (iray  at  the  Victoria 
hospital,  and  interesting  special  reports  by  that  officer  on  malaria 
and  mosquitos,  And  by  Dr.  Galgey  on  filaria  sanguinis  hominis, 
in  continuation  of  former  reports,  attest  the  interest  taken  by 
them  in  the  work  of  their  profession. 


SAVINGS  BANK. 


The  savings  bank  figures  continue  to  show  an  increase,  and  the 
balance  to  the  credit  of  depositors  at  the  3l8t  December  amounted 
to  £14,418  I6s.  5d.,  as  compared  with  £13,664  9s.  Ud.  at  the 
3lBt  December  1899. 
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St.  LooiA,       The   amouot   was   distributed   among   the   savinge   banks   as 
190a       foUows  :— 


Fint  Dintrict 
Seoood  District 
Third  District 


13,883  7  n 
321  15  10 
213  12    8 


and  was  divided  among  1,403  de))ositorB. 

The  invested  funds  of  the  bank  amounted  to  £l3,41G  14t.  \ld. 

The  interest  credited  to  depositors  was  £375  4*.  Qd, 

To  make  up  tlie  dillerence  between  the  income  derived  from 
invested  funds  and  the  expenses  of  the  institution  a  contribution 
from  general  revenue  of  £77  11*.  7tl.  was  required. 

It  is  a  question  how  far  the  general  revenue  should  be  called 
upon  to  make  thif  contribution,  and  the  matter  is  now  under 
consideration. 


FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES. 

One  society  was  registered  during  the  year,  bringing  the  number 
of  them  up  to  five.  The  total  membership  at  the  end  of  1900 
was  638,  and  the  total  funds  of  the  societies  £635  3s.  Id. 

On  the  whole  the  societies  seem  to  have  been  carefully 
managed,  and  though  they  are  stUI  working  on  a  very  small  scale 
show  signs  of  progress. 


POLICE. 

Of  the  police  force  not  much  can  be  said.  The  work  of  the 
force  contmued  to  increase,  and  its  strength  remained  at  the  sams 
number  that  it  has  for  many  years  past.  Such  a  state  of 
affairs  could  only  result  in  complamts  both  from  t^e  public  and 
the  police  authorities.  Soon  aiter  the  close  of  tjie  year,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  have  an  enquirr  into  the  police,  and  I 
trust  .that  the  recommendations  of  tne  commission  which  was 
appointed  may  have  the  effect  of  making  the  force  a  more  useful 
body. 
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Pbisonb.  ' 

,  '  Tbe  limited  acooHoiodatioii  of  the  prisoa  cootinued  to  be 
severely  taxed  duiing  the  year. 

Though  the  actual  number  of  prisoDera  admitted  during  the 
year  was  only  28  in  excess  of  last  year,  the  averse  daily  namber 
m  prison  rose  from  38'94  to  75*26. 

Of  the  prisoners  admitted  468  males  and  180  females  were 
convicted  prisoners,  and  nearly  50  per  cent,  of  each  were  natives 
of  places  other  than  St.  Lucia,  including  soldiers  and  merchant 


The  most  regrettable  incident  in  connection  with  the  prisoa 
was  the  occurrence  of  no  less  than  three  suicides  during  the  year. 
The  circumstances  formed  the  subject  of  an  enquiry  in  each  case 
and  a  special  enquiry  was  held  early  this  year.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  nothing  was  found  in  the  urbon  management  to  whioh 
these  regrettable  cases  could  be  attributed.  S'bl^^ 

The  circumstances  of  the  Colony  are  such  that  an  increase  m 
the  prison  popidation  must  naturally  be  expected  and  an  increase 
in  accommodation  will  no  doubt  be  necessary  before  long.  For 
the  moment  we  are  sending  our  long-sentence  prisoners  to 
Grenada  and  thus  relieving  the  congestion. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  was  fairly  good  and  one  death 
only  occurred  in  addition  to  the  three  cases  of  suicide  already 
mentioned. 


CRIMINAL   STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  ofiences  reported  and  of  persons  prosecuted 
were  both  slightly  higher  than  in  1889,  whde  the  number  of 
persons  convicted  m  the  inferior  Courts  was  slightly  less. 

The  number  of  cases  in  the  Royal  Court  was  higher  than  it 
has  been  for  the  last  five  years,  48  cases  were  sent  up  for  trial 
by  the  magistrates,  of  which  38  were  actually  tried. 

32  were  convicted  and  six  acquitted,  and  of  those  convicted 
16  only  were  natives  of  St.  Lucia. 

Though  the  statistics  show  a  considerable  increase  in  crime 
during  the  last  few  years  I  do  not  think  that  they  are  altogether 
unsatisfactory  when  it  is  considered  what  lai^e  numbers  of  people 
have  come  into  the  Island.  I  think  that  an  even  larger  increase 
might  not  unnaturally  have  been  expected,  and  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  plenty  of  work  for  all  who  wish  to  find  it,  has  no 
doubt  had  its  effect  in  keeping  employed  those  who  might 
otherwise  have  been  inclined  to  mischief. 
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POST   OFFICE. 

The  buBineBB  of  the  department  coDtinued  to  increase  in  almost 
every  direction,  as  appears  from  the  tables  ifi  the  Blue  Book,  but 
there  is  nothing  in  the  transactions  for  the  year  that  calls  for 
mnch  comment. 

TSLBPaONES. 

The  Telephone  Srstem  which  was  completed  in  1896  from 
loan  funds  began  to  show  erident  signs  of  wear  during  the  year, 
with  the  result  that  communication  with  the  outstations  was 
interrupted  verj"  frequently.  As  far  At  taaia  would  allow,  the 
wooden  posts  which  collapsed  were  replaced  by  iron  rails,  which, 
though  not  sightly  objects,  \^iU  be  far  more  permanent. 

I  am  afraid  that  the  time  has  come  when  our  expenditure  on 
the  maintenance  of  the  lines  must  increase  if  they  are  to  be  kept 
in  a  serriceable  condition. 


PUBLIC    WORKS. 


No  very  important  public  work  was  undertaken  during  the 
year,  but  the  work  of  maintenance  of  roads  and  buiuings 
continued  and  many  improrements  were  effected. 

The  Public  Works  Yard  and  Offices,  which  covered  a  con- 
siderable area,  were  concentrated  on  one  lot,  and  the  remaining 
three  lots  were  disposed  of  by  tender  for  £4,357.  Work  was 
begun  on  the  piling  of  the  Pnnce  Alfred  Basin,  and  a  sum  of 
£691   13i.  I0</.  was  expended  as  a  first  instalment. 

Iron  railings  were  erected  at  the  Botanic  Station  at  the  cost 
of  the  Imperial  Department  of  Agricultnte. 

Dredging  was  carried  on  in  the  Castries  Harbour  for  eight 
months  with  the  Priestman  Dredger,  when  the  pontoon  broke 
down  and  work  had  to  be  suspended.  Dredging  was  chiefly 
done  on  the  shoal  at  the  N.E.  corner  of  the  harbour. 

On  roads  and  bridges  the  chief  separate  work  was  a  fine 
wooden  bridge  over  the  Anse  Canot  River,  which  was  erected  at 
a  eost  of  £326. 

Out  of  the  vote  for  maintenance  of  roads  £3,987  was  spent, 
and  besides  the  ordinary  work  of  maintenance  the  following  work 
was  done  which  tended  to  the  permanent  improvement  of  the 
roads : — 

6  retaining  walla. 

3  bridges. 

92  stone  culverts. 

394  concrete  cylinders  laid. 

14,550  feet  of  new  macadam. 
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From  the  Crown   Lands  Fund  the  following  roads  for  the   St.  Laau, 
development  of  Crown  Lands  were  continued  and  mftintaised  at        1900. 
the  cost  stated  : —  ""^ 

£     s.    d. 

Trois  PitoDB  to  Pilet     100    0    0 

Ravine  Souffre 60     0     0 

Micoud  to  Soufriere       198  18     4 

The  total  mileage  maintained  was  2.'>3. 

Though  much  no  doubt  remains  to  be  done  to  improve  the 
internal  communications  of  the  Colony,  I  think  that  there  is  a 
general  agreement  that  the  improvement  during  the  last  ten 
years  has  been  very  great.  When  it  is  conaidered  that  the 
estimates  for  the  maintenance  of  the  road  prepared  by  the  Road 
Itoards  amounted  to  over  £13,000  and  we  were  able  to  allot 
them  £4,000  only,  I  think  that  those  bodies  may  be  congratulated 
on  the  manner  in  which  they  have  accepted  a  difficult  situation 
and  made  the  best  of  it. 

£1,042  was  spent  on  current  repairs,  and  extensive  repairs 
were  done  to  Government  House  (mcluding  painting),  Victoria 
Hospital,  Vigie  Lighthouse,  Vieux-Fort  Hospital,  and  the  Police 
Barracks. 

£263  was  spent  on  the  maintenance  of  the  wharves,  but  I 
foresee  that  in  future  years  we  shall  have  to  provide  for  a  much 
larger  e^cpenditure  on  them. 

Owing  to  restricted  means  it  has  not  been  possible  to  devote  as 
much  to  this  work  as  was  necessary,  and  I  fear  that  a  larger 
expenditure  may  now  be  required  than  would  have  been  necessary 
if  the  wharves  had  been  regularly  maintained. 

The  work  yard  continued  to  perform  useful  work,  Euid  oat  of 
the  profits  it  was  possible  to  purchase  new  st«am  machinery  at  a 
cost  of  £226. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  registered  births  during  the  year  were  1,995,  an  increase 
of  130  over  last  year.  The  average  birth-rate  was  3*80,  as 
compared  with  3*54  in  1899. 

The  percentage  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate  births  was 
slightly  in  favour  of  1900  as  compared  with  1899.  The  figures 
were  : — Legitimate,  42'91  ;  illegitimate,  57'09, 

The  deaths  were  942,  or  a  rate  of  1'93  as  compared  with  2'14 
in  1899. 

Allowing  for  the  natural  increase,  the  population  at  the  end  of  . 
the  year  was  estimated  at  49,558,  and  that  this  was  not  very 
wide  of  the  mark  is  proved  by  the  results  of  the  census  taken  in 
April  of  this  year,  which  showed  a  total  population  of  49,895. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  it  was  the  first  year  in  the  history  of  the 
Colony  in  which  there  was  no  recorded  death  from  snake  bite. 
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METEOEOLOGY. 

The  only  noticeable  point  in  the  meteorology  of  the  year  tna 
the  rery  Bmall  rainfall.  It  amounted  at  the  botanical  station  to 
73*25  iocheB  only,  and  is,  I  believe,  the  smallest  rainfall  of  which 
we  have  any  record  except  that  of  1891,  when  70*15  inches  only 
were  recorded. 

There  has  been  a  Bteady  decrease  in  tlie  rainfall  for  the  last 
six  years,  and  this  has  been  attributed  by  some  to  the  persistent 
felling  of  the  forests  during  these  yeani.  Looking  to  the  records 
of  the  past  years,  I  do  not  think  that  those  for  recent  years  are 
snfficient  to  justify  a  definite  opinion  on  Ihe  point,  but  the  matter 
requires  careful  watching. 


The  year  under  review  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  continued 
prosperity  for  St.  Lucia,  and  I  think  I  mar  fairly  say  that  it  was 
on  the  whole  the  most  prosperous  year  in  the  history  of  the 
Colony  since  the  time  when  sugar  was  supreme. 

There  were  no  convulsions  of  nature,  snch  as  hurricanes  or 
earthquakes,  and  no  misfortunes,  such  as  large  fires  in  populous 
places.  The  cocoa  crop  was  the  largest  ever  exported,  and  the 
prices  obtained  for  it  were  good ;  the  sugar  crop  was  a  fair  one 
with  remunerative  prices  ;  the  coal  trade  was  by  far  the  krgest 
done  in  any  year  since  the  establishment  of  Castries  as  a  coalii^ 
station,  and  there  was  a  large  expenditure  on  military  works 
which  provided  remunerative  employment  to  a  large  number  of 
people,  and.  caused  the  circulation  of  considerable  sums  of  money. 

After  so  short  a  residence  in  the  Colony  it  is  perhaps  pre- 
sumptuous on  my  part  to  attempt  to  say  what  is  necessary  for 
the  continued  welfare  of  the  Colony,  but  I  should  hope  that  at 
no  distant  date  we  may  see  our  means  of  communication  extended 
and  improved,  our  public  buildings  made  more  suitable  to  the 
growing  needs  of  the  Colony  and  to  the  convenience  of  the  public 
who  have  to  resort  to  them,  the  cultivation  of  the  land  extended 
and  taken  up  by  those  who  now  earn  a  precarious  livelihood, 
often  at  the  cost  of  their  own  health,  by  visiting  the  Cayenne 
Gold  Fields,  and  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  such  necessary 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  harbour  as  will  ensure  that 
the  successful  trade  which  has  been  built  up  with  so  much  spirit 
and  energy  may  not  be  tempted  to  move  to  some  other  place 
which  may  for  a  time  appear  to  offer  greater  attractions. 

St.  Lucia  seems  now  to  be  established  in  a  career  of  prosperity, 
and  I  can  foresee  nothing  in  the  near  future  which  is  likely  to 
interfere  with  it. 
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The  following,  among  other,  reporte  relating  to  His  Majesty'i 
Colonial  FoeseBsiona  hare  been  iMued,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  §ourcea  indicated  on  the  title  page: — 


No. 

G0I0117. 

T»r. 

329 
330 
331 
332 
333 
334 
336 
336 
337 
33S 
339 
340 
341 
342 
343 
344 
345 
346 
347 
348 
349 

Malta       

Fiji          

St.  Lucia 

SeTohdlw           

Brittth  New  GniDea     

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

British  Hondnraa          

Hong  Kong        

Ceylon     

Gibraltar. 

GoldCoart         

Grenada 

British  Solomon  Ishnda          ., 

B^diGdkna   '.'.'.        '.'.'.        '".        '".        '.'.'.        ".'. 

1900 

1899-1900 
1900 

1900 

190(M901 

1900 

190(^1901 

1^ 
1900-1901 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Bobjaot 

1 

GoldOoaat         

Economic  Agrionltnte. 

Zaiuland 

Forerts, 

3 

Sierra  Leone       

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada    

Emigration. 

fi 

Bahamaa 

Sisal  Industry, 

6 

&f3^;:;    ;:; 

Bubonio  Plague. 

7 

Hinaral  Besoaroea. 

8 

Western  Pacific 

British  Solomon  IsUnda. 

9 

Dominica,,, 

Agncaltore. 

10 
11 

Virgin  Islands 

Grenada 

Agricultore  in  (^rriaoon. 

Codclabrnds      

13 

TcMle,  1899. 
Kbrelndnrtty. 

14 

Bahamas 

15 

Canada    

Legal  SUtna  of  British  Nortii 
Anki^ri'*in  Tn'linniti 

]« 

HedicKl  Boporto. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands        .,. 

Beport  for  1996-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong        

Operations    in    New    Tcmtory 
during  1900. 

,  Google 


COLONIAL  BSP0ET8 — ARHUAL. 

■    No.  360. 
ST.   VINCENT. 

(For  Beport  for  1899.  we  No.  313.) 


AsifiirmBATOB  Cauebon  to  GKitesnob  8ik  R.  B.  Lljcwblia. 

Government  House,  St.  Vinoeiit, 

Deoember  14,  1801. 
Sis, 

I  HATE  the  lumour  to  forward  to  Your  ExcdllMioy  herewitJi 
D^  report  on  the  Blue  Bot^  for  the  year  1900. 

I  have,  &o., 

Edwasb  J.  GAHBnoir, 

Admiaistrrtor. 


EEPOBT    ON    THE  BLUE  BOOK  OF  ST.  VINCENT 
POK  THE  YEAH  1900. 


I.  FINANCIAL. 

(A.)  Gbrekal  Bbtenus  and  ExPEin)rr[nts. 

The  following  comparative  statements  and  table  give  the  heads 

of  Sevenne  and  Expenditure,  and  the  amounts  received  under 

those  heads  for  the  years  1899  and  1900,  as  well  as  the  total 

Bevenne  and  E^tenditnre  for  the  last  five  years,  1896-1900 :  — 

10S]S'_7S— l/l«a    Wt  28616    D  t  8-5  A  2 
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IMML  •*<"<«  Btvenue  and  Expenditure  for  five  year*  1896-1900. 


BarenuB. 

Ymt. 

— 

Total 

— 

Total 

1896. 

Loo»l                     26.487 

Locd                     27,691 

ImpttrulGiuit        — 

26,487 

ImpemI  Onuit        — 

27,591 

1897. 

Loc«I    -■              24,845 

Looal                     37,866 

Imperte]  Onnt        — 

24,845 

Impori&l  Onnt       — 

S7,86« 

1898. 

liOoJ                     36,901 

Lewd                     27,674 

Imperml  anmt        - 

26,901 

ImperikI  Onnt        — 

27,674 

1899. 

Looil                     29,218 

LooftI                     30,322 

Impwial  Grwit     34,076 

G3,293 

Inip«mlGnuit     17,633 

47,8Sft 

1900. 

LomJ                     28,876 

Lootl                     28,081 

Imperial  Qnmt       2,050 

30,426 

ImpwUl  Qrant       7,040 

36,121 

The  total  local  Bevenue  of  tlie  Colfmy  for  the  year  ander 
rerierw  was  £28,376,  beiiig  £3,467  in  ezcess  of  the  EBtimats* 
tboii«rli  £842  less  diau  the  similar  B«TeaiUB  of  1899. 

The  grosB  B«Teiine,  iobluding  the  Impuial  Parliamentary 
Grant  for  Botanic  Station  and  A^coltural  Sdtool,  was 
£30,426. 

Importations  of  foodataffs,  &c.,  vere  still  abore  the  average  of 
past  yean,  as,  a  sequel  of  the  horricaue  of  1898,  though  not  ao 
lai^e  as  in  the  year  immediately  succeeding  that  diBastroue  event. 
Post  Office  Kevenne  was  abnormal  in  1899,owingto  theintrodac- 
tion  of  a  new  issue  of  Postage  and  Berenne  Stamp*,  the  demand 
for  which  has  now  considerably  slackened. 
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The  EzpMiditure   in  1900,  excluaive  of   the  Farliameiitary  ST.Vixomr, 
Orant,  amounted  to  £29,081,  being  £987  less  than  estimated,  and        190a 
£1,241  less  than  the  sum  expended  in  1899,  a  result  attributable 
mainly  to  reduction  in  the  outlay  required  on  Poor  Belieif  and 
Hospitals.     The  gross  Expenditure  was  £36,131. 

(B.)  Taxation. 
No  changes  took  place  during  the  year  under  reriew. 

(C.)  ASBBTS  AND  loAPIUVIBS. 

The  excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities,  as  shown  in  the  annexftd 
ftatemmt,  is  nominally  £4,414,  but  this  includes  £4,094,  the 
unexpended  baJance  of  the  Imperial  Cbant-ia-Aid  of  the  damage 
done  1^  the  hunicaue,  which  is  being  disbursed  daring  ^oio 
current  year. 
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Year  ended  3Ut 


Cuh  in  TrMaurjr  Uhtet        

Colonial  Bank  on  Onrrent  Aoconnt 
InveBtmBntB  (BaTiagB  Bank  Fnods) 

ItfAKB  nOH  OXKBRAl.  BbYBHUK  1 

Georgetown  Bxtonnon  Loan  .„ 

„  W«t«rWortaiIioui 

ChatenabeUr  Latrine 

Adtanceb  : 

Boads  and  Land  Settlement* 
Hnmcane  Loan  Aooonnt         ... 

Kingstown  Fnnd  

Town  of  Georgetown 

Town  of  I^yon 

Other  Advanoee 


13    4     8 
1,1SS    8    6 

8^    0    0 


180  0  0 
268  19  1 

66  17  2 

,   «,440    S  0 

.    3,074  IS  0 

181  10  10 
6  13  9 


*  £12,S09  14  0  of  tbe  Imperial  Qnwt-in-Aid  for  tbeee  pnrpoaei  i«  on 

fThe  Pnblio  Debt  is  £14,470.  of  wbiob  £6,000  is  proridedCor  b^an 

The  Colony  is  also  raeponaible  for  tbe  Hnrricane  Loan  to  plsnten 

X  Exclonve  of  £769  4  9  advanced  for  Botanic  Station,  Asnonltiinl 

BnildingH,  in  excew  ■  '  .      •    -      .  .  .   .^ 

§  Thii  BnrplQs  inolade«  £ 


9  advanced  for  Botanic  Station,  Asnonltiinl 
•H  of  payments  froln  Imperial  Fanda  at  31st 
«  £4,093  10  0  unexpended  balanoe  of  Imperial 
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December  1900. 


LuBiLinaa. 

DlFOsrre: 

£      «. 

d. 

£     t.    d. 

S»riiigB  Bank  Aoooont 

10^3  10 

2 

Port  Office            

175    7  10 

78    6 

9 

Ondutm  BeqnMt  Fund 

72  10  11 

63    8    2 
&9  12    0 
166  19  10 

Horriouie  BdHsf           „ 

2  10 

7 

Town  of  Ch»t«anbel»ir 

2 

4 

Hnrricane  Loan  Spwaal  Fund 

69  10 

1 

SnndrjDepodto 

iNTBBCOtOHIAI.  AOCOONTS . 

ITS    8 

6 

1443    7    2 

OoTomment  of  Omuda          

441  18 

2 

„  SI  LncU          ...        .. 

18    4 

1 

460    2    3 

Crown  Adentb  for  the  Oolohibs  : 

Gmrent  Account           

584    I 

i 

Total  LiaUUtiM  t 

5,276    7 

0 

3,860    8    5 

6,768  17  10 

EzooM  of  Aueta  §        «. 

4,413  12    1 

«a>,l77    9  11 

depont  with  the  Grown  Ageuta  for  the  Colonial. 

Imperial  Grant,  held  bj  the  Grown  A||snta  for  the  Ooloniea. 

from  The  Imperial  Treunry,  which  at  Slst  December  1900  was  £13,000. 

Bebool,  Agrienltnral  Inatraotion,  and  eteetion  of  Agrioultaral  Bi^ool 

DeoMnb«r  1900. 

Grant  <a  £26,000  in  aid  of  damage  dona  by  the  honioana  of  1898. 
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**-Toi^irr,  (D.)  FuBLK  Debt. 

'      '     The  Public  Debt  of  tbe  Colony  at  the  end  of  1900  stood  at 

£14,470.  Of  tbis  sum,  £5,000  is  provided  for  by  an  Imp^nftl 
'  Gruit  in  tbe  hands  of  the  Crown  Agents  on  deposit ;  £6,390  is 
repayable  from  the  funds  of  the  towns  of  Kingstown,  and  Qeorge- 
iown,  and  the  actual  amount  to  be  paid  from  Colonial  Bevenue 
is  thus — £3,120,  which  is  being  repaid  at  the  rate  of  £660  per 
aaaiun. 

The  Colony  is  further  reepoosible  to  the  Imperial  Goremmmt 
for  repayment  of  a  sum  of  £16,026,  loaned  to  planters  to  enable 
them  to  restore  works  and  buildings  destroyed  by  the  hurricane 
of  1898.  Il^>ayment  of  this  sum  is  provided  for  by  Ordinance, 
and  is  made  to  extend  o^er  23  years. 

(E.)    Cc&SENCY. 

Gold,  American  and  British,  Colonial  Bank  Notes,  witii 
British  Silver  and  Copper,  constitute  the  currency  of  the  island. 

The  Government's  Accounts  are  kept  in  Sterling,  and  Com- 
mercial Accounts  in  Dollars  and  Gents. 
(F.)  and  (G.)  "FraANCES  of  MuNiciPALmES  ob  Public  Boakds. 

The  management  and  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  town  oi 
KingBtown  are  vested  in  a  Board,  half  of  whom  are  elected  by  the 
ratepayers  and  the  other  half  nominated  l^  the  Government. 
He  small  towns  of  ilie  Colony  are  controlled  by  Wardens, 
amnually  appointed  1^  the  Goveimmeut. 

The  following  comparative  statement  gives  the  total  Bevenue 
•nd  Ezpenditnre  of  tbese  towns  for  the  last  five  years :  — 

■  Revenue. 


Town. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Kingstown 

£ 
2,017 

1,985 

£ 
1,848 

£ 

2,oe2» 

£ 
1,961 

S«©rgetown 

262 

242 

219 

62 

120 

Ch»te&nbekdr          

43 

38 

29 

le 

26 

CAlUtqa*       

42 

37 

4 

19 

13 

34 

25 

-t 

6 

SS 

_Ij»yoo 

20 

26 

11 

2 

16 

BequU          

IG 

10 

3 

-t 

6 

*  Inclndea  amount  (£93)  transferred  from  Imperial  Onnt  for  dsmage 
caused  bj  harricftne. 
t  No  sBBescment  in  conseqnenoe  of  deetroetion  oaared  by  hortlauie. 
t  Account  books  destroyed  by  hnrricaiM. 
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Town. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

EmgBtown 

2,132 

2,085 

1,985 

2,187 

1,902 

264 

188 

276 

48 

133 

Cti^tMobelair           ...        ... 

33 

47 

26 

21 

26 

OftUiaqoA       

41 

3(i 

f, 

21 

36 

BfttrooiOlie 

96 

•ib 

-• 

10 

36 

\jKJOJi              

19 

27 

10 

2 

16    " 

Boq«ia           

16 

11 

• 

3 

" 

3 

°  Aooannt  booka  destroyed  bj  hurricuw. 

D^U  of  Towns. 
The  debi«  of  ilie  tawna  are  bm  f  oUots  :  — 

Kingatown  Water  Supply £6,100 

M         Town  Improvement       ...  600 

G«oTgeto>wn  Water  Supfdy 

Total    


£6.700 
660 


£6,360 


Ftoviiiion  tor  repayment  of  ihese  Loans  is  made  by  rates 
le^ed  annually  ooi  the  townspeople,  and  the  debts  sa«  seoored 
on  the  Gteneral  Revenue  of  the  Colony.  The  Ein^town  Water 
Supply  Loan  is  being  repaid  at  the  rate  at  £400  per  annum, 
the  Town  Improvement  Loan  at  the  rate  of  £160  per  annum, 
and  the  Georgetown  Loan  by  annual  instalments  of  £60. 

The  time  for  repaymemt  oif  the  Kingstown  Improvement  Loan 
has  had  to  be  extended  during  the  current  year  -in  consequence 
of  the  inaufficiency  of  tlte  town's  Revenue  to  meet  the  c^s  npon 
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II.  TEADE,  AGRICTJLTUBE,  AND  INDUSTEY. 

(A.)  Ihfobts  AN9  Exports. 

Tlie  following  oompamtiTe  attttements  give  the  value  oi  the 

chief  articles  of  Import  and  Export  in  1899  and  1900  and  tlie 

totali  f or  the  last  fi^  Tears: — 

Imports. 


Tdoo. 

Ohirf  Aitlolai. 

1899. 

1900. 

Oluil.- 

£ 

£ 

BUrait.      ... 

1,866 

1,426 

BDttiir         

1,686 

1,706 

Fuh,«aM,Ao 



6,836 

6,230 

Floor,  whMten      



17,280 

11,212 

Floor,  othor  kiod 

2,151 

1.101 

Pork,  ulted,  Ao 



2,826 

2,624 

Bioe 



8,114 

2,698 

SJt 

1,627 

497 

Sogar,  Uoaaondo 



2,666 

980 

Tobicoo,  dim,  <o.         



1,010 

998 

OUMn.— 

UODOTM         

490 

697 



948 

1,663 

TuobetandshioglM        

11,804 

10,471 

cia>m.- 

canvao. 

ioidogo,   sod 

16,113 

20,282 

Metal,  nunofMtored       

8,138 

7,229 

BootB  aod  ahoM 



1,018 

1,899 

Commit       

1,628 

732 

Soop 



1,316 

1,661 

,  Google 


COLOSIAL  BBPOBTB — AHIinA.L. 
JEtportt. 


Sngu  (HaaooTado) 
Bum  


Anowroot 

Cunva  rtaidi 

Coc(w  

Fruit  and  veg«teblM 

Whale  oil 

Oroond  oat* 

Li^'s  stock  and  ponltr; 

Ootton  and  cotton  aeed 

Firawood    

Qraond  proriaions  and  m 


74,718 
2,280 
1,411 
1,097 
«11 


Totals  for  five  yean,  1896-1900:— 

Imports, 


Otmrn. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

L  lire     animala,     food, 
drink,  Ac. 

31,838 

£ 

£ 
40,931 

£ 

60,765 

£ 

39,900 

n.  Baw  materiala 

10,030 

9,044 

14,399 

16,391 

16,398 

29,632 

29,096 

32,979 

37,471 

40,898 

rV.  Coin  and  bollion"      ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

71,490 

70,823 

88,309 

103,627 

96,191 

,  Google 


COLONIAL  REPORTS — AVMnAL. 

£xport$. 


CbusM. 

18M. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

19i». 

1.  LiT«     aniiiul^    ftxid, 

61.628 

63,706 

40,008 

£ 
28,418 

91,164 

n.  Raw  mkt«rulB 

2,308 

1,632 

1,064 

3,133 

1,462 

a,tM 

3,5«8 

8,604 

2,024 

M68 

IV.  CoinuidbiiUoii*     ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TotJ.  .„       ... 

87,392 

68,936 

44,666 

38,676 

97,769 

The  Tolnme  and  direction  of  the  Colony's  trade  in  the  five 
yean,  1896-1900,  are  shown  below:  — 

Imports. 


— 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899 

1900. 

TTuited  Kingdom    

Britiih  Colonies      

Fonign  ConntrieB 

£ 
29,847 

81,667 

9,975 

£ 
28,358 

34,908 

7,668 

£ 
27.291 

44,812 

16,206 

£ 
29,241 

62,046 

22,340 

£ 
35,538 

36,882 

24,771 

TotJ. 

71,489 

70,824 

88,308 

103,627 

96,191 

Exports. 

"~ 

— 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

BritiBh  ColoniM      

Foreign  CouDtriee 

£ 
21,181 

15.861 

30,410 

£ 
20,432 

21,945 

26,557 

£ 
14,176 

14,260 

16,230 

£ 

19,883 

10,812 
3,380 

£ 
71,684 

14,684 

11,601 

Totab 

67,.192 

66,994 

44,666 

88,676 

97,769 
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The  deoreaw  in  the  value  of  Imports  as  compared  with  the  pre-  ST.TmoiVT, 
vious  year  waa  the  natural  reault  of  the  Colony's  return  to  a  more  ■  '   >•*■ 
normal  condition,  the  Importe  in  1899  having  been  largely  in 
excess  of  the  average  owing  to  the  necessity  *':t  repairs  and 
other  replenishings  as  a  consequence  of  the  hurricane  of  1898. 

The  increase  in  value  of  Ezporta  is  similarly  a  result  of  th« 
Colony's  gradual  recovery  from  the  efEects  of  that  hurricane.  The 
values,  however,  of  the  arrowroot  ex'port  in  the  returns  in  both 
years  are  misleading.  The  14,000  barrels  of  1899  probably 
.  realised  £40,000  to  £45,000,  or  double  the  figures  given,  while 
the  25,000  barrels  of  1900  cannot  have  brought  much  more  than 
£60,000  The  high  prioee  raf  1899  led  to  a  large  over-production 
in  1900,  and  a  continuance  of  such  conditions  cannot  biit  have  a 
baneful  eSect  ml  the  industry.  Efforts  are,  however,  at  the 
present  time  being  made  by  proprietors  to  form  a  combination  to 
restrict  the  output.  The  increase  of  miiior  products  snob  as 
cassava  starch,  live  stock,  and  ground  provisions  is  a  hopeful 
sign. 

(B.)  MiNzs,  Manufactuses  and  Fisheries. 
Nil. 

(C.)    AoEICULTURAL  InDCSTBIES  AND  BOTANICAL    STATION. 

Agrioulture. 

The  main  and  meet  serious  feature  to  be  noted  under  this 
head  appears  to  be  the  unwise  over-production  and  shipment  of 
arrowroot,  glutting  the  London  market  and  resulting  in  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  price  realised  to  a  figure  at  which  the  cultivation  of 
the  plant  is  practically  unremunerative. 

Sugar  and  mm  are  no  longer  produced  io  any  considerable 
extent. 

Cocoa  cultivation  is  being  extended,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  prove 
an  important  factto'  in  raising  the  fallen  fortunes  of  the  Island. 

Loans  to  the  extent  of  £16,020  were  granted  to  planters 
from  the  Imperial  Treasury  under  the  provisions  of  "  The  Hurri- 
cane Loan  Ordinance,"  and  re-erection  of  or  refiairs  to  estate 
works  and  buildings  destroyed  or  damaged  by  the  1898  hnrricane 
were  carried  on  pretty  generally  throughout  the  Island. 

The  Land  Settlement  or  Peasimt  Proprietor  Scheme  made 
substantial  progress  during  the  year,  and  from  the  Leeward 
Acquired  Estates  large  quantities  of  provisions  and  some  quan- 
tity of  small  stock  are  now  shipped  in  small  vessels  to  St.  Luoi» 
and  Trinidad. 

Botanical  Station. 

The  expenditure  on  this  is  defrayed  from  an  Imperial  Grant, 

and  good  work  was  done  throughout  the  year  in  disbibution  at 
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ST.ViKom  plani«  to  tlie  Peasant  Proprietors,  and  other  encouragements 
1900.       afforded  to  minw  indugtries. 


(D.)  Land  Geants  and  Oehbaai.  VaiiUE  or  Land. 

Nine  applications  for  Crown  Land  were  reKeived  during  the 
year,  and  twenty-eight  grants  wero  issued  for  land  in  reapeot  ol 
wbich  payments  had  been  completed,  the  Land  Tax  Roll  being 
thereby  increaeed  to  thecctitent  of  566  acres. 

The  present  price  of  Crown  Land,  which  is  for  the  most  part 
mountain  land,  is  £1  an  acre  cash,  and  £2  if  paid  in  instalments. 
There  was  no  attempt  during  the  year  to  recorer  from  the 
peasantry  the  large  outstanding  arrears  of  Crown  Land  purchase 
money,  but  a  banning  has  since  been  made. 


(E.)  Shiffino. 

A  table  is  annexed  of  the  Steamers  and  Sailing  Yeeselfl,  In- 
wuds  and  Outwards,  during  1899  and  1900,  as  also  »  cmnpara- 
tive  statement  of  total  shipping  for  the  last  five  years. 

These  figures  do  not  include  men-of-war,  of  which  twelve 
■  (British)  visited  the  Island  during  the  year. 


Sailing  Vestelt, 


1899. 

1900. 

— 

Inwuds. 

Ootwarda. 

Inwards. 

1 

Ton*. 

! 

Tons. 

1 

Tons. 

1 

Ton* 

British 

United  states   ... 
Yeneznelan 

Dntob     

French 

2n 

5 
27 
12 

1,753 
904 
857 
53 

253 
4 

24 
16 

1 

7,120 
1,638 

705 
1,066 

116 

323 

14 
9 

6,881 
1,353 
696 
860 

322 
5 
15 
8 
2 

6,902 

1,883 

79] 

768 

29 

TotaU 

302 

10,762 

298 

10,644 

351 

9,769 

352 

9,818 
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Steamers. 


1899. 

1900. 

— 

Imimidik 

Ontwuda. 

Inwuda. 

OntwKrda. 

J 

Ton*. 

1 

Totu. 

1 

ToniL 

1 

TonB. 

Ill 

79 

11^,091 

79 

112,091 

96 
3 

1 

132,123 

2,87t 

83 

1 
96  1 132,123 
3       2,971 
1           83 

Total.      ... 

79 

112,091 

79 

112,091 

100 

135,077 

100 1 135,077 

Total  slippmgfo 

r  last  five  years. 

— 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1699. 

1900. 

InireidB 
ODtwnrds 

Totals 

Tons. 
136,047 

137,1 9H 

Tons. 
123,937 

124,940 

Tom. 
127,499 

127,326 

To™. 
122,853 

122,736 

Tom 
144,846 

144,895 

273,246 

248,877 

264,826 

245,588 

289,741 

m.  LEGISLATION. 


Tliere  were  sixteen  Ordinances  during  the  year,  the  principal 
bainy  ilie  Guatoms  Ordinance,  a  valiiable  measure  of  oonBolid» 
tion,  and  tlie  Small  Towns  Ordinance,  by  wMcK  the  Finanoes  of 
Hum  Tillages  have  been  Iffoaght  under  an  apparently  much 
needed  Treaaiary  oontroL 
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IT.  EDUCATION. 


The  resultfl  of  primary  education  in 
follows :  — 


(A.)  P»iitARv  Education. 

and  1900  compare  lu 


— 

18iW. 

1900. 

Nnmber  of  Schooln 

33 

31 

Number  on  RoU      

6,027 

6.000 

Average  Attendiiice 

2.712 

2,706 

Qovemment  Gran t-in- Aid... 

£ 
1,612 

£ 
1,667 

Tlie  preeent  condition  of  the  SchooU  is  far  from  satisfactory, 
))at  the  whole  system  has  been  under  ctmsideratitm  during  the 
current  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  under  the  new  Education  Code 
now  in  preparation  a  better  state  of  thinp-s  will  be  gradually 
arrived  at.  The  small  sum  of  money  aytulable  in  view  of  the 
papulation  to  be  served  and  the  absence  of  any  qualified  Educa- 
tion Officer  are  factors  which  militate  gravely  against  advance- 
ment. 

(B.)  Secondakt  Eddcation. 

The  Kingstown  Qrammar  School  for  Boys  and  Girls  is  the  only 
Secondary  Educational  establishment  in  the  Colony.  The  curri- 
culum of  the  school  embraces  the  subjects  required  for  the  Cam- 
bridge Local  Examinations  and  the  annual  examination  is  con- 
ducted by  the  Syndicate.  The  Oovemment  Grant  to  the  school 
«moiuited  to  £141. 


(C.)  Industrial,  Technical  and  Agricxtltural  Schools. 

An  Agricultural  School  was  eatablished  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Imperial  Department  of  Agriculture  and  with  Imperial 
mimey  during  the  year.  The  ground  was  selected  and  opened 
up  in  May.  The  School  itself  was  opened  in  a  temporary  build- 
ing with  fifteen  boys  in  September,  and  removed  in  October  to 
the  new  buildings  which  had  in  the  meantime  been  erected  by 
the  Public  Works  Department. 

There  are  now  some  24  boys  at  the  School  receiving  a  good 
serviceable  training,  including  practical  field  work,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  useful  class  of  young  agriculturists  will  be  turned 
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out  in  due  course  who  will  utiKse  the  b-aining  they  have  received  St.Tihcwt, 
in  the  deir^opmeut  of  their  natiTe  land.  ■  ■   ^™.'f  '^ 

The  total  ooet  of  the  School  upkeep  during   the  year  vaa  i_ 

^6317. 


V.  GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

(A.)   HoSFTTAIiS. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  during  the  year  was  562,  ol 
whom  287  were  discharged  cured,  165  relieved,  54  died,  and  66 
remained  in  Hospital.  The  daily  average  was  67  as  againet  fiO  in 
1897,  96  in  1898,  and  80  in  1899.  A  Commiflflion.  of  Enquiiy 
into  the  administration  of  the  Colonial  Hospital,  with  Sir 
-Francis  Lovell,  C.M.G.,  Surgeon-General  of  Trinidad,  as  Chair- 
man, wag  appointed  in  th«  middle  of  the  year,  on  whose  finding 
and  recommendations  various  abuses  were  stopped,  a  Besident 
Medical  0£Bcer  and  a  Steward  appointed,  and  a  much  more  satis- 
factory and  economical  systMn  of  management  introduced. 

The  small  District  Hospital  at  Georgetown  received  31  patients 
during  the  year,  of  whoon  13  were  diechai^^  cured,  7  improved, 
and  3  died. 

(B.)  Asylums. 
Lunaties. 

A  pOTtitm  of  the  old  Military  Barrack  at  Fort  Charlotte  is  set 
aside  for  temporary  detention  of  Lunatics  prior  to  their  removal 
to  the  Asylum  at  Grenada. 

Six  lunatics  were  sent  to  Grenada  during  the  year,  making  a 
t4>tal  number  under  care  there  of  31,  at  a  coet  to  the  Colcnty  of 
£661  per  annum. 

Lepen. 

The  number  of  inmates  of  the  Leper  Asylum  at  the  opening  of 
the  year  was  17 ;  two  freeh  cases  were  admitted,  and  the  daily 
average  was  18. 

The  Asylum  is  not  all  that  could  be  deeired  and  its  accconmo- 
dation  is  limited,  but  it  is  all  that  the  Colony  can  at  present 
provide,  and  is  fairly  kept  and  ectmomically  managed. 

(C.)  PooK  Houses. 

The  conditions  at  the  Pauper  Institution  at  Fort  Charlotte, 
which  had  be^L  fouiul  to  be  unsetaKfaatory,  ware  carefully  in- 
vestigated, and  a  thorough  re-organisation  of  all  details  ocF  the 
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Br.Ti>OiHT,  muu^remflOLt  effected  during  Hm  year  hy  tite  Aotrng-Adminis- 
'*"■       irator,  Mr.  Drayton.    There  were  167  iiunatea  at  the  end  of  1899, 

and  93  were  admitted  in  1900,  of  whom  98  were  discharged  and 
33  died,  leaviog  119  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Some  much  needed  repairs  to  the  building  arp  being  carried 
Knit  at  the  present  time,  and  the  Institution  is  being  carefully 
worked  and  supervised  and  is,  on  the  whoU,  in  a  fairly  creditable 
•tate,  although  falling  short,  as  must  neoemarily  be  the  oaae 
witit.  the  small  fnnds  at  command,  of  the  model  conditions  ob- 
taining in  lai^er  and  more  flourishing  Colonies. 

The  Low  Point  old  Military  Hoepital,  which  had  continued 
open  aa  an  overflow  Institution  for  paupers  since  the  hurricane, 
was  closed  during  the  year. 


(D.)  BsFOBUATOBtSS. 

Nil. 


(E.)  Savikos  Bakks. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Bank  for  the 
last  flve  yean :  — 


1  Number  of 

^•"-              1        ftt  3lBt 

Dwember. 

Amount  of 
Depoiiti. 

Amount  of 
WithdMwalB. 

Balance  Ht 

credit  of 

Depositors 

3lBt  Decunber. 

1896       

1897       

1898       

1899       

1900       

1,062 
1,047 
1,091 
1,036 
900 

£ 
4,461 

4,51S 

4,263 

5,375 

7,790 

£ 
5360 

4383 

3,739 

5.123 

7.122 

£ 
8,465 

8,771 

9,283 

9,716 

10,594 

Some  248  accounts,  in  respect  of  which  no  transactions  had 
takm  |daoe  for  twelve  years,  and  the  beJances  of  whioh 
amounted  to  £119,  were  written  ott  during  the  year  and  tJie 
amounts  forfeited  to  Colonial  Revenue  as  required  by  law. 

The  figures  of  Deposits  and  Withdrawals  ar«  swelled  by  a 
sum  of  £2,926,  which  passed  thnmgh  tlie  Bank  under  Uie  pro- 
visions  of  the  Land  Settlement  Ordinance,  being  the  value  d 
cartain  jiropca'ty  compulsorily  acquired  by  the  GorenuneiLt, 
which  sum  is  not  a  true  Savings  Bank  Deposit. 
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Branclies  were  opened  at  Q^eoi^etown  and  Ghateaubelair,  and  ST.VmnMT 
considerable  advantaffe  has  been  taken  by  the  people  of  Qia       ^^^' 
facilities  ikoM  afforded. 


TI.    JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 

(A.)   POLKJE. 

The  Colonial  Police  Force  consists  of  a  Chief,  a  Sergeant- 
Major  of  European  birUi  and  military  training,  and  52  West 
Indian  non-commissioned  offioers  and  privates.  They  are,  in 
addition  to  their  civil  dutiee,  drilled  and  trained  to  the  use  of 
aims,  and  »re  armed  with  Snider  rifiee.  Besides  ordinary 
police  work,  they  render  invalxiable  assistance  to  the  GKiTcmment 
in  many  details  of  the  administration,  being  charged  with  the 
superrision  of  the  excise  duly  on  rum,  aad  with  co-operating  in 
collection  of  cnstoms  duties,  district  post  offioe  work,  registration 
of  births,  &a.,  pool  relief,  aad  the  management  of  the  small  dis- 
trict telephone  exchanges.  In  Kingstown  they  ore  also  respon- 
sible for  extingui^ing  fires,  receiving  from  the  Town  Board 
addititmal  pay  for  this  service ;  and,  during  1900,  an  amalgiuna- 
tiom  was  effected  by  which  the  Police  Department  were  given 
the  control  and  management  of  the  Kingstown  Prison. 

(B.)  Pbisons. 

Two  hundred  and  wxiy-seven  persons  were  committed  to 
prison  in  the  year — 170  men,  88  women,  and  9  juveniles.  The 
dai^  average  was  31  against  31  in  the  previous  year,  and  the 
total  coet  per  pri8<aier  is  retamed  as  being  £14  It.  lid.  again*t 
an  average  of  j£18  lit.  Gd.  in  the  seven  years  ending  with  1899. 

(0.)  Ceiminai  Statistics. 

The  total  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  Police  or  to  the 
Magistrates  in  1900  was  1,268  against  l,47d  in  1899. 

Of  the  offences  reported  in  1900,  291  were  for  offences  against 
the  person ;  &5  were  for  prrodial  larceny ;  181  were  for  offences 
again^  property  other  than  predial  larceny ;  741  were  for  other 
offences. 

The  total  number  of  oonviotions  in  the  Inferior  Court  in  1900 
was  795,  against  878  in  1899. 

These  convictiims  are  classed  as  follows: — 135  for  offences 
against  the  perstm;  14  for  malicious  injuries  to  property;  60 
frar  pnedial  larceny ;  69  for  offences  against  property  other  thaa 
presdial  larceny; 230  for  offences  against  Revenue  Acts,  Ac; 
297  for  odLer  offences. 
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8T.V1MOBNT,      The  (KHiTictionB  in  tie  Supreme  Court  were  aa  follows :  — B  for 
t     ^^^'        oSeaeea  against  tbe  person ;  10  for  ofFences  E^^ainst  property. 

The  acquittals  were  as  follows: — in  the  inferior  Court,  169; 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  3. 


Vn.    VITAL   STATISTICS. 

(A.)    POPDLATIOK. 

The  population  a-t  the  1891  Census  waa  41,054.  The  popula- 
Haa  at  the  end  of  1900  is  estimated  at  46,540,  but  no  acco-nnt  ia 
taken  of  emigration  or  immigration,  and  it  is  probably  correct 
to  maJce  a  very  liberal  discount  on  the  figure  of  the  estimate  to 
ooTer  the  considerable  immigration,  chiefly  of  the  younger  and 
moa<e  able-bodied  of  the  population,  to  more  prosperous  lands  in 
search  of  work. 

(B.)  Public  Health. 

The  public  health  of  the  Colony  was,  generally  speaking, 
good  throughout  the  year.  There  was  no  serious  disease,  but 
the  widespread  distribution  of  ulcers  and  ulcerous  sores  among 
the  peasantry,  arising  in  a  great  measure  from  their  own  shift- 
lesaness,  is  a  very  regrettable  feature,  a&  it  sapa  Oie  vitality 
of  the  populatimi  and  is  accountable  for  a  great  deal  of  the  drain 
(m  Gh)Temment  resources  for  Pauper  Belief. 

(0.)  Sanitation. 

Hie  Medical  Beport  on  the  Town  of  Kingstown  ia  not  as  satis- 
faotoiy  as  could  be  desired,  but  the  powers  of  the  Town  Board  to 
effect  improvements  are  limited  by  Uieir  income.  From  the 
jKiint  of  view  of  a  newcomer,  I  may  eay  that  the  Town  appears 
to  me  to  be  very  fairly  clean  and  well  kept,  though  I  can  con- 
ceive  that  with  larger  expenditure  a  better  outward  effect  might 
be  produced.  Certain  recognised  defects  have  been  recently 
receiving  attention. 

The  smaller  towns  and  country  villages  ma>y  leave  somewhat 
to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  sanitation,  but  no  glaring  evils  are  to 
be  noticed. 

A  new  Public  Health  Act  has  been  passed  during  tile  currei^t 
year, 

(D.)  Gliuate. 

The  rainfall  for  thie  yeu-  was  10306  inches,  recorded  at  the 
Bobmio  Station,  just  above  the  Town  oi  Kingstown.  The 
aTetage  tot  the  last  eleven  years  is  111-93  inches.  The  minimum 
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reading  of  the  thermometer  was  67-05  (in  February)  and  the  St.Tikoift, 
maximum  88  (in  August  and  September).  '  ^^'^- 

The  dtieotioa  aad  force  of  the  wind  were  normal,  the  preTsil- 
ing  wind  being  as  usual  the  NortiL-Eaat  Trade. 


Vm.  POSTAL,  TELEGRAPH,  AND  TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 

The  Fofltal  Service  is  perf orme<l '  by  a  fortnightly  aerrioe  of 
the  steamers  of  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  from 
and  to  Barbados,  under  contract  with  His  Majesty's  QoTem- 
ment.  There  are  also  lines  oi  steamers  from  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  from  the  United  States,  which  call  at  the  Port  of 
Kingstown,  though  at  somewhat  irregular  intervals. 

There  is  sjl  Inland  Postal  system  by  which  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  districte  of  the  Colony  are  daily,  and  the  Islets  of  the 
Grenadines,  are  weekly,  served. 

The  volume  of  correspondence  appears  from  the  Fostmaster's 
returns  to  have  been  somewhat  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
and  the  same  applies  to  parcels.  Newspapers,  however,  ehow  a 
slight  increase. 

The  Revenue  was  only  jEl,363  as  against  £2,381  in  1899,  in 
which  latter  year  the  receipte  from  the  sale  of  Postage  Stamps 
outside  the  Colony  were  lugely  above  the  average,  consequent 
on  the  appearance  of  a  new  issue. 

The  Revenue  of  the  Telephone  Department  was  £446  and  the 
Expenditure  £334.  The  lines  re-constructed  after  the  hurricane 
worked  well  and  the  service  is  a  most  valuable  one. 


II.    MILITARY  FORCES  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

Nil. 

X.    GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS, 

Having  arrived  in  the  Colony  only  in  May  of  the  present  year, 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  review  at  any  length  the  general  events 
of  1900.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that  the  year  was  one  of  slow 
'emergence  from  the  disastrous  conditions  induced  by  the  hurri- 
cane of  1898,  while  there  are  evidences  of  able  administration 
under  circumstences  of  difficulty  for  which  the  Colony  has 
reason  to  be  grateful. 

10816  C 
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,  The  present  outlook  is  ocrtBinly  not  briglit,  and  m  refrard  to 
the  arrowroot  industry  especially  there  is  grave  cause  for 
anxiety  on  account  of  the  ^ect  of  ov«r-productioii  on  price,  as 
already  explained,  particularly  as  this  industry  is  practically 
the  only  remaining  general  source  of  wage-earning  employment 
lor  the  Bgricnltoral  labourer. 

On  the  other  hand,  hovever,  the  Land  Settlement  Scheme 
promisee  fairly  well,  and  the  wider  distribution  of  land  among 
the  peasantry  should  gradually  bring  about  an  amelioration  of 
tiie  conditions  of  poverty  and  distress  that  are  now  only  too 
noticeable. 

In  time  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  cloud  oif  gloom  that  now 
overhangs  this  fair  island  will  be  dispelled;  but,  without  a 
widely  distributed,  paying  industry  to  give  steady  employment 
to  die  population,  it  would  be  too  optimistic  to  say  that  that  time 
is  vrithin  measurable  distance. 

EowASD  J.  Cambbon, 

Aihninistrator. 


4th  December.  1901. 
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No.  333. 


SEYCHELLES. 


REPORT    FOR   1900. 


(For  Beport  for  1899,  tr»  No.  301.) 


{Irtstnteli  to  both  $oae»  at  ^acliament  bs  ComrnKtib  of  ^ie  JHnir^ti). 
SepUmber,  1901. 


LONDON : 

PKTNTED    FOR     HIS     MAJESTY'S     STATIONEKT    OFPICK 

BxDABLINQ  k  SON.  Ltd.,  34-40,  BicOM  Stmet,  E. 

Ajid  to  b«  pnrehMed,  utber  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 

KVRE  *   SPOTTISWOODE,  East   Habdiko   Stmbt,  Fi,nT  Sthbbt.  B.C.,- 

and  32,  Asnranon  Street.  WBamiNsmi,  S.W.; 

or  OLIVER  t  BOTD,  Edinbubos; 

or  E.  PONSONBY.  116.  Qrattoh  Strkst,  DmLia 

1901. 
red.  788..1.]    Price  2irf- 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
Colonial  PoaseBaionB  have  been  isBued,  anil  may  be  obtaineil  lii'oni 
the  sources  in<licat«(l  on  the  title  page : — 


No. 

Colony.                                              Ye«r. 

309 

St.  Helena         ISSfJ 

310 

British  Hondiirw         

311 

8r.  turn 

312 

St.  Vincent        

313 

HMototan.1        

.     18y9-1900 

314 

HoDK  Kotvi       

southern  Xigeris         

.  ,        1K99 

315 

.  '  189S-1900 

316 

Grenidi 

.  1        1899 

317 

Jamaica 

.      1899-1900 

318 

hritish  Gniiina 

■ 

319 

Chriibniftx  Inland          

.  '        I'JOO 

82U 

Briti.<h  Solomon  Islanda 

.  ;  189y-i900 

321 

■ago"      

.  '      I9ftn 

322 

•  1 

323 

St.  Helena         

S>* 

Sierra  l«..ne     

325 

liambia 

m 

Barbados           

327 

Rihomas 

328 

T.tIm  and  CaiooB  lalandi.       ... 

329 

MalU' 

330 

331 

Fiji         

332 

bt,  Lncia 

■        ■" 

■■  1 

MISCfcLLA^NEOUS. 


!  Gold  Coast 
Zululand... 
Sierra  Leone 
Canada    ... 

Bahamas 

Hong  Kong 
NewfoandUnd  ... 
We*.fcm  Pacific... 
Dominica 
Virgin  Islands  ... 

Qranada  

Anunilla 

Cook  Islands     ... 
Bahamas... 
Canada    


Economic  Agricnltnre. 

Foraats. 

Geology  and  Botany. 

Emigration. 

Sisal  Industry. 

Bubouic  Plagne. 

Mineral  Rosources. 

British  Solomon  IiJands. 

Agricolture. 

Condition  during  1897. 

Agricnltnre  in  (^rriacou. 

Vital  Statiatici,  18&e. 

Trade,  1899. 

Fibre  Indns^. 

Legal  Status  of  British  North 

American  Indians. 
Medical  Reports. 
Report  for  1896-1000. 
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No.  333. 
SEYCHELLES. 

CFor  Baport  for  18(19,  **■  Xo,  301.) 


ADHntlBTBATOB  E.   B.  Swebt-Ebcott  to 
Hb.  Chamberlain. 

GoTflmmeDt  Houae, 

Sejclienes.  " 

July  I6tli  1901. 
Sir, 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  mj  report  od  the  Seychelles 
Blue  Book  for  the  year  1900. 


E.  B.  Swebt-Ebcott, 

Aehninittrator. 


«a;3*— 7S-a/1001    WtS5153    DAS 
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I.— FINANCIAL. 


1.  The     reveDue     u£     Seychelles     for     1900    amounted     to 
Ks.  399,311  65c.,  and  is  the  largest  ever  collected  in  one  year. 

Expenditnr&  2.  The  expenditure,  exeliisire  of  the  cost  of  works  defrayed 
from  loan  funds,  was  Ks.  .151,919  71c.  But,  as  this  sum  includex 
Rg.  55,000,  the  halance  of  the  debt  of  Seychelles  to  Mauritius, 
which  was  repaid  in  A]nil  1901),  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the 
year  was  onlv  Ra.  29fi,919  71c.,  and  the  ordinary  revenue  there- 
fore, exceeded  the  o I'd i nary  expenditure  by  no  less  than 
Rs.  102,391  94c.,  or  Ks.  K,507  94c.  nioi-e  than  the  surplus  of 
revenue  over  expenditure  in  1899. 

Revenue  and      3.  The  following  table  gives  tlie  total  revenue  and  expenditure 


Ybm 

1     Revenne. 

Expenditnre. 

1896      „ 

ill. 
...  ,     -243,802 

Rs. 

238.177 

1897      .. 

29G,171 

■259,056 

1898      .. 

316,176 

276,385 

1699      .. 

...        362,791 

268,907 

1900      .. 

.399,311 

551,919 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  revenue  in  1900 
exee«ded  that  collected  in  1896,  which  was  the  latest,  up  to  that 
year,  ever  raised  in  Seychelles,  by  Rs.  155,509,  and  that  the 
total  revenue  of  the-  last  five  years  exceeded  the  total  expen.. 
diture  for  the  same  period  by  Ra.  223,807,  or,  if  the  debt  of 
Rs.  55,000  repaid  to  Mauritius  is  deducted  irom  the  expenditure 
for  last  year,  by  Rs.  278,807,  a  sum  which  is  greater  than  the 
revenue  collected  in  Seychelles  in  any  one  year  up  to  and 
including  the  year  1896. 


,  Google 


COLONIAL  BBPOBT8 — ANNUAL.  5 

4.  Up  to  the  year  1871  indusiTe,  the  Sejohellea  finiiDces  were  SBvuHRLLifri, 
controlled  entirely  by  the  Mauritius  GoverameDt,  and  its  Customs        1900. 
reTenue  was  collected  in  Mauritius.     But  the  Oi^er  in  Council  of  _.        TT 
the  22nd  April,  1872,  which  created  a  Board  of  Civil  Commie- ^j^jj^  ^ 
sioDers,  with  the  Chief  Civil  Commissioner  as  president,  trans- SeycteHet 
feri-ed  this  control,  subject  to  the  Govemor's  instructions,  from  from 
Mauritius  to  Seychelles,  and  the  first  appropriatioo  law  passed  Maaritiua 

in  Seychelles  under  its  new  constitution,  namely  Regulation 
No.  1  of  1872,  authorised  the  expenditure  of  £10,781  17».  Id. 
from  the  revenues  of  the  Seychelles  Islands  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1873.  The  actual  revenue  for  that  year  was  £12,683  16«., 
and  the  actual  expenditure  £10,231  2s.,  or  £550  15<.  7d.  less 
than  the  estimate. 

5.  The  accounts  of  Seychelles  were  kept  in  rupees  and  cents  Beveaue  and 
for  the  first  time  in  1878.  In  the  following  comparative  state- oi pen dltare 
ment,  which  gives  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  islands  at  j^"™  "*^^  *"* 
intervals  of  five  years  from   186.T  to   1895,  the  figures  for  the  parBd**"" 

{ears  prior  to  1878  have  been  converted  into  rupees,  the  rupiie 
>eing  rated,  as  was  done  in  1 878,  at  two  shillings. 


Yew. 

Bevenoe. 

Eipeuditnre. 

1866      

Ba. 
6ti,269 

Bo. 
49,543 

1870      

76,117 

72,177 

Ifi75      

133,238 

126,147 

1880      

153,053 

149,534 

1885      

143,829 

126,356 

1890      

224,169 

219,393 

1895      

233,282 

225,500 

6.  The  rapid  growth  in  the  revenue  of  Seychelles  between  the  cauaea  .-t 
years  1870  and  1875  was  partly  due  to  the  better  system  of  incroBBeaof 
administration  in  the  islands  inaugurated  by  the  Order  in  Council  revenut. 
of  1872,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that,  prior  to  the  financial  separa- 
tion of  Seychelles  from  Mauritius,  Seychelles  does  not  appear  to 

have  been  credited  with  the  full  value  of  the  Customs  dues  paid 
in  Mauritius  on  goods  imported  into  Seychelles. 

7,  It   is   noteworthy   that  in   36   years   the   revenue   of   the  Excess  of 
Seychelles  islands  should  have  increased  more  than  sevenfold  ;  wvenne  ov« 
that,  in  each  of  the  years  given  in  the  above  table,  the  revenue  expenditure 
exceeded  the  expenditure  ;  and  that  this  sui-plus  of  revenue  over 
expenditure  has  also  been  maintained  in  every  year  from  1896  to 

1900. 
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Sbtossllu.      8-  l^be  followiDg  table  gives  a  comparative  Btatemeiil  of  the 
1900.        revenue  for  the  years  1896  to  1900 :— 


DeteiUof 

Hesdi  of  BeceiptL 

1H96. 

1897. 

1896. 

1899. 

1900. 

from  1996  to 
ll'OO. 

Ba. 

123,828 

Rs. 

171,368 

Bs. 

177,378 

R*.     otB. 

219,608  60 

Ba.    cts. 

229,121  86 

•>.  Pilotage  and  Har- 
bour Does. 
3.  Lioenaeg,  Ac       ... 

1,760 

2,048 

1,031 

2,883  43 

6,408  20 

33,467 

35,48a 

39,490 

43,373  89 

43,614  43 

i.  T»X«8        

33,088 

39,475 

37,269 

42,570  ;i8 

45,328  71 

5.  Fees  of  Conrt  or 

Office,  «c. 

6.  Post  Office 

19,736 
22,710 

23,189 
15,292 

35,992 
10,520 

25,997  95 
9,866  96 

33.040  79 
15.043  85 

7.  Rents  of  Govern- 
ment Property, 

A.  Interest 

6.567 

77.1 

5.059 
729 

5,666 
688 

7,836  00 
710  70 

10,316  06 
2,648  88 

9.  HiKellaneouB     ... 
Total 

1,872 

3,.')29 

8,142 

9,943  53 

13,788  88 

243,802 

296,171 

316,17fi 

362.791  06 

399,311  65 

9.  The  receipts  uoder  every  head  of  revenue  in  1900  show  an 
tocrease  compared  with  those  of  1899. 

The  increase  under  "  Customs  "  was  due  to  the  imposition  of  a 
Wharfage  Duty  by  Ordinance  No.  18  of  1899,  which  was  passed 
on  the  22nd  July,  1899,  but  only  brought  into  operation  on  the 
1st  January,  1900.  This  Ordinance  was  passed  with  the  special 
object  of  raising  funds  to  provide  a  Eubsidy  for  a  mail  service. 
From  the  1st  January  to  the  7th  November,  1900,  when  the 
Ordinance  was  repealed  by  the  new  Customs  Tariff  Ordinance, 
the  total  receipts  from  Wharfage  Duties  amounted  to 
Es.  28,030  57c.  But  from  this  sum  should  be  deducted  Bs.  8,988, 
which  had  been  levied  on  coal  imported,  and  which  were  subee- 
uuently  refunded,  leaving  Rs.  19,042  57c.  ae  the  net  proceeds  of 
tne  duty.  It  was  originally  estimated  in  1898  that  the  annual 
receipts  from  Wharfage  Duties  would  amount  to  Ra.  38,300.  In 
frammg  the  new  Customs  Tariff  Ordinance,  the  principal  object 
WHS,  by  a  slight  readjustment  which  would  not  press  hardly  on 
the  consumer,  to  add  to  the  Customs  Revenue  a  sum  of  Ks.  20,000, 
BO  that  the  repeal  of  the  Wharfage  Duty  Ordinance  might  not 
result  in  any  serious  loss  of  revenue.  This  object,  experience 
-.  shows,  has  been  fairly  attained.  The  greater  amount  of  shipping 
calling  at  Seychelles  in  1900,  nearly  double  that  of  1899,  accounts 
for  the  increase  in  "  Pilotage  laid  Harbour  Dues,"  whilst  greater 
vigilance  exercised  in  the  collection  of  "  Taxes  "  is  the  reason 
why  this  source  of  revenue  also  shows  an  increase.     Receipt^for 
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"  Fees   of   Court   or   Office,  &e."  always   have   a.   tendencj  to  Siycbellss, 
fluctuate,  but,  as  in   1898,  so  in   1900,  the  greater  number  o£        l^OO- 
docuinentB  roistered  in  the  Registration  and  Mortgage  Depart-        ""^ 
meut  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  increase  in  receipts  compared 
with  those  of  the  previous  year. 

The   marked   increase   shown   by  the  comparative  statement 

f'ven  luider  VIII.  "  Postal  Services "  explains  the  increafle  in 
oBt  Office  Revenue,  and  the  investment  during  the  year  of 
surplus  revenue,  and  Savings  Bank  Funds,  which  had  previously 
been  allowed  to  lie  idle,  accounts  for  the  increase  in  the  amount 
under  "  Interest." 

The  greater  number  of  acres  of  Crown  Land  now  under  lease 
is  accountable  for  the  increase  in  the  receipts  under  "  Rents  of 
Ciovemment  Property,  &c.,"  whilst  the  larger  quantity  of  guano 
taken  from  islands,  the  property  of  the  Crown,  on  which  a  royalty 
of  Rs.  6  a  ton  is  paid,  and  the  sale  of  Customs  seizures  and  of 
Customs  goods  abandoned,  are  the  causes  of  the  increase  under 
the  heading  "  MiscellaneouB." 

10.  The  following  table  gives  a  comparative  statement  of  the  Heodinn  of 
expenditure  for  the  years  1899  and  1900,  arranged  under  the  ?*?|b^'"^ 
proper  headings  :—  ^^  ^^ 

'  pared. 


Head  of  Serviee. 

1.  Charge  onaocount  of  Public  Debt 

2.  Peudons  SJid  OrHtuttiea        

H.  AdminiBtntoT  and  Legislature        

4.  Troaenry,  CnstomB,  and  Bevenne  Depart- 

5.  Andit  Department 

6.  Port,  Marine,  and  Lighthouw  Department 

7.  Legal  Department     

S.  Police  Department 

9.  Prison  Department 

10.  Medical,  Hospital,  and    DiapeDBaries   De- 

partment. 

11.  Sanitary  and  Board  of  Health       

12.  Ecclesiastical  Department 

13.  Education  Department        

14.  Printing  Department 

15.  Font  Office  Department        

tt873— 6 


I 


2,680 

00 

55,525 

38 

11,040 

65  i  12,086 

40 

15,169 

23 

23,521 

67 

1-1,116 

84 

16,848 

93 

3,977 

51 

3,557 

42 

8,946 

28 

10,023 

49 

27,438 

41 

25,815 

43 

28,633 

68 

28,991 

14 

10,563 

97 

10,03$ 

78 

26,293 

21 

31,862 

04 

7,146 

41 

8,258 

80 

9,750 

80 

9,902 

98 

15,599 

34 

15,723 

36 

2,479 

97 

3,368 

6,179 

72 

6,438 

02 
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1900.                                        Kmw  1899  and  190t>— cont. 

irtl 

^ 

Ilend  of  Service. 

I       1899 

1900 

16.  Trwuport        ...        

1      Bs. 
...  1     4,455 

_ 

eta. 
32 

Rh. 
26 

cto. 
00 

...  '     4.936 

47 

4,153 

65 

18.  Exchange        

4,842 

52 

4,841 

OH 

19.  Miioelbneous 

4,384 

16 

21,418 

94 

...  ;    20,395 

17 

25,200 

:il 

21.  Copjiats 

689 

29 

- 

22.  Public  WorkR  Ueparmicni 

8,157 

17 

9,212 

M6 

23.  Public  Works,  Recumiiit     

...      11,618 

U 

18,002 

m 

24.  Public  Worko,  Extraoi-diuary 

...      16,110 

64 

17,611. 

G4 

2;..  Special  Votes 

3,305 

36 

- 

ToUl       

...    268,907 

43 

361,919 

71 

Explsnatioa       11.  The  explanation  aa  to  the  large  increase  under  the  heading 
.J  "Charge   on   account  of    Public   Debt"    has    been    given    in 

paragraph  2.  The  amount  now  annually  due  under  this  heading 
18  Bs.  14,816  25c.,  aH  stated  in  paragraph  14,  in  which  reference 
is  made  to  the  Ptiblic  Debt. 

The  increase  under  "  Administrator  and  Legislature  "  is  panlj 
due  to  salary  paid  to  the  late  Administrator  in  1899,  treated  as 
an  advance  at  the  time,  not  having  been  brought  to  account  until 
last  year,  and  partly  to  alterations  i«  the  Administrator's  StafiF, 
whilst  the  various  increases  in  tbe  "  Treasury,  Customs,  and 
Revenue  Department,"  in  the  "  Port,  Marine,  and  Lighthouse 
Departinent,  and  in  the  "  Printing  Department "  are  due  to 
higher  rates  of  salaries  being  authorised  during  the  year.  The 
vote  for  *'  Miscellaneous  "  was  swollen  by  a  refund,  as  explained 
in  paragraph  9,  of  Ks.  8,988,  being  the  Wharfage  Duty  paid  on 
coal  imported,  prior  to  coal  being  added  to  the  list  of  articles 
exempted  from  such  duty,  and  hy  charges  connected  with  the 
export  of  surplus  funds  for  investment,  bills  being  at  the  time 
unobtainable. 

Extensive  repairs,  not  originally  anticipated,  in  public  buildings 
and  public  roads  were  the  cause  of  the  expenditure  in  1900  under 
"Public  Works,  Recurrent"  exceeding  that  of  1899  under  the 
same  heeding. 
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12.  Cliaogee  in  taxation   were   effected   by   the    Local  Bate  SsycHELLKs, 
^.'onsolidatioQ   and   AmendmeDt    Ordinance,   and   the    Customs        '^'■ 

I..' cms oli dated   Tariff  Ordinance,   the  principal  points  of  which  '. 

are  given  under  heading  III.  "  Legi elation.'  Chan^  in 

The  former  introduced  no  new  system  of  taxation,  but  equalised 
rates  of  direct  taxation  ;  the  latter  simplified  the  Customs  tariff, 
and  abolished  wharfage  duties  and  all  export  duties  save  that  of 
li.  I  a  ton  on  guano. 

13.  On  the  Slst  December,  lyOO,  the  assets  of  Seychelles  Asmw  anJ 
exceeded  its  liabilities  by  Ks.  258,361  84c.,  a  sum  greater  than  the  ''»'>'"''««■ 
total  reTenue  of  the  islands  for  any  year  up  to  and  including  1 896. 

Of  the  aesetB,  Ks,  166,702  36c.  have  been  mvested  on  account  of 
genei-al  revenue,  and  Bs.  7U,5q6  12c.  on  account  of  savings  bank 
deposits.  In  addition  to  the  ca^h  balances  in  the  local  Treasury 
Chests,  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  Agents,  and  Messrs.  OriDdlay, 
Groom  &  Co.,  Bombay,  amounting  altogether  to  Ks.  91,870  42c., 
the  value  of  remittances  in  transit  to  the  Crown  Agents  was  no 
less  than  Be.  56,755. 

14.  The  Public  Debt  of  Seychelles  consists  only  of  the  loan  of  Public  Debt. 
£20,000  from  the  Imperial  Treasury,  under  the  Colonial   Loans 

Act,  1899,  and  Seychelles  Ordinance  No.  1  of  1900,  for  the  con- 
struction of  new  roads  in  and  for  the  survey  of  the  Island  of 
Mahc.  It  is  repavable  in  30  years  from  the  i6th  April,  1900, 
the  date  on  which  the  loan  was  actually  made,  by  means  of 
annual  payments  of  £9ri',  ISs.  Qd.,  that  is  Ks.  14,816  25c.,  which 
represent  an  annuity  of  principal  and  interest  combined,  at  the 
rate  of  £49  7«.  9d.  per  annum  for  every  thousand  pounds 
borrowed.  The  balance  of  the  debt  due  to  Mauritius,  namely 
Ks.  55,000,  was  repaid  in  April  1900. 

15.  With  an  excess  of  Ks.  102,391  94c.  of  revenue  over  ex- Financial 
penditure  forl900,with  investments  amounting  to  Rs.  239,258  4Hc.  ^"^  *** 
and  with  remittances  in  transit  to  the  Crown  Agents   on   the 

3lEt  December,  1900,  to  the  value  of  Ks.  56,755,  it  is  not 
unreasonable  that  the  Seychelles  government  should  regard  with 
satisfaction  the  financial  transactions  of  the  past  year. 


h.-TRADE,  AGBICULTUBE    AND    INDUSTBIES. 

(A.)  Imforts  and  Expobts. 

16.  The  value  of  imports  in   1900  amounted  to  Bh.  980,911, 1899  ind 
being  less  by  Bs.  3,755  than  the  value  of  imports  in  1899,  and  the  1900  coin- 
value  of  exports  was  Ha.  1,036,161,  being  less  by  B8..817,201  than  P"^' 
their  value  in  1699. 
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Sbycheluca,      17.  The  decrease  iu  the  value  of  exports  is  almost  entirely 
!*»■        attributable  to  the  small  vanilla  crop  of  1899-1900,  only  17,569 
IdloB.  of  vanilla,  valued  at  Bs.  580,877,  having  been  exported  la!!t 

Star,  as  against  41,835  ktloa.  exported  in  1899  and  valued  at 
s.  1,338,7-^0,  the  difference  in  valueci  being  Ks.  757,843,  or 
Bs.  59,358  less  than  the  difference  in  the  value  of  exports  for  the 
years  1899  and  1900. 

The  value  of  cocoanut  oil  exported  in  1900  was  less  by 
Bs.  124,046  than  the  value  of  the  oil  exported  in  1899,  but  other 
exports,  excluding  vanilla  and  cocuanut  oU,  show  an  increase  of 
Bs.  64,688  over  the  exports  for  1899,  from  which  vanilla  and 
cocoanut  oil  are  also  excluded. 


exports. 


— 

1 
Value. 

Es.             ! 

Total  value  of  exports  in  1 899      ... 

1,853,362        1 

Total  valoe  of  vanilU  and  cocoanut 

1,730,775        1 

oil  eitpnrted  in  1899. 
Value  of  esporta,  eiolnding  vanilla 

122,587        j 

Mid  cocoanut  oil,  in  1899. 

Total  value  of  exports  in  1900       ... 

l,036.1ffl        1 

Total  valae  of  vanilla  and  coooannt 

848,886 

oileiport©dinl900. 

Talne  of  exports,  excluding  vanilla 

187,275 

and  cocoannt  oil,  in  lilOO. 

Value  of  exports,  excluding  vanilla 

122,687 

and  cocoarnt  oil,  in  1899. 

Bolancie  in  favour  of  axporU  in  1900, 

64,688 

Vanilla  must  always  be  a  capricious  source  of  revenue,  though 
ih  a  series  of  good  years  it  will  be  found  to  yield  a  handsome 
profit. 

The  cause  of  the  falling  off  in  the  quantity  of  cocoanut  oil  is 
more  difficult  to  explain,  and  as  will  be  seen  later  on,  India  took 
less  cocoanut  oil  from  Seychelles  in  1900,  to  the  value  of  Bs.  167,468, 
than  it  did  in  1899.  The  value  of  cocoanut  oil  exported  to  other 
countries  shows  an  increase  of  Bs.  43,691  in  1900  as  compared 
with  1899. 

No  doubt  a  greater  quantity  of  cocoanut  oU  was  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  soap,  the  value  of  the  export  of  which 
increased  last  year  by  Bs.  5,448,  whilst  the  value  of  soap  imported 
decreased  by  Rs.  14,854,  this  decrease  probably  showing  that 
locally  made  soap  was  more  generally  used  in  the  Seychelles 
islands,  but  it  is  more  likely  that  the  falling  off  is  to  be  attributed 
partly  to  shortage  of  labour,  and  partly  to  the  growing  tendency 
of  planters  and  persons  engaged  in  agriculture  to  devote  more 
attention  to  the  culture  of  vanilla. 
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18.  The  foUowine  table  givea  the  total  values  of  importa  uid  ScTCHBUte, 
-exports,  with  and  without  specie,  for  the  last  five  jreare  : —  l^M. 


1897 
1898 


710,359 
942,017 
889,041 
984,666 
980,911 


976,079 
1,222,411 
1,009,640 

1,011, M90 
1,000,911 


1,536,895 
1,603,701 
1,278,382 
1,863,362 
1,036,161 


Gonipu«tiT« 
tsblfl  of  im- 
ports and 
-  exports. 


1,567,295 
1,381,614 
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It  will  be  seen  that  Sejchelles  draws  its  coal  aupplj  entirety  StvoBELLss, 
from  the  United   Kingdom,  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of  its        IMO. 
cotton  and  iron  goode,  laiupe,  hardware  and  cutler/,  leather  boots       ~~~ 
and    shoeB,   and    what    are    termed    "  provieionB " ;    that   more 
haberdaeherj  and   millinery  come  from  France  than  from  the 
United  Kiiwdom  ;  that  France  supplies  the  greatest  quantity  of 
spirits  of  all  kinds,  Mauritius,  which  furnishes  the  rum,  the  usual 
drink  of   the  labouring   classes,  being   second,  and  the  United 
Kingdom    third ;     and    that    practically   all    the    wine    drunk, 
principally  consisting  of  red  wine  in  casks,  comes  from  France. 

The  imports  from  India  are  principally  cofiee,  cotton  goods, 
flour,  haberdashery  and  millinery,  and,  above  all,  rice,  whiUt  the 
chief  contributions  from  Mauritius  are  rice,  rum,  and  sugar. 

20.  The  value  of  imports  during  the  last  fire  years  from  the  Co'''I"«t'w 


given  m  the  toL 

owmg  tab 

prindpJ 

Conntr;. 

189& 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

laoo. 

1896-1900 

i;nit»d  Kingdom 

173,486 

Rs. 
248,798 

Bs. 
136,550 

Bb. 
323,406 

Rs. 
359,862 

FnmM 

61,461 

104,.'>19 

131,496 

177.619 

152,5.S-2 

Indift     

209,662 

235,144 

317,123 

334,693 

316,112 

Maaritiaa 

123,35.'» 

127,661 

137,l>02 

123,641 

1&3.363 
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22.  The   principal   countries    to   whicH   SeycHellea   sends   its  Seychp-llei, 
produce  are  the  United  Kingdom,  F" ranee,  India,  and  Mauritius,        'SWi 
Mid  the  following  table  shows  the  comparative  value  of  exports 
to  these  countries  for  the  last  five  years  : — 

■"  ToUl  valne 

Value  of  Export*  to  the    t'ltited  Kiitydom,   France,  India,        ot  prindpkl 

aitd  Mauritius,  from  1896  to  1900.  tSST^in 


Coontij, 

j    im. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

United  KiDgdom 

1   704,608 

R8. 

637,906 

Ba. 

605.506 

Ba. 
907,142 

B«. 
437,756 

France 

1   213,915 

;f48,330 

290,958 

472,314 

173,124 

India     

'   364,989 

264,605 

a-HTii 

■271,99/ 

110,121 

Mkadtini 

1    114,645 

1 

15-2.579 

157,0*1 

107,919 

177,843 

Besides  these  countries  and  six  other  countries  to  which  goods 
of  small  amount  were  sent,  Aden  took  goods  to  the  value  of 
Bs.  8,348,  Holland  to  the  value  of  Kb.  15,418,  Mombasa  to  the 
value  of  Re.  3,705,  Natal  to  the  value  of  Ks.  2,230,  Nossi-Be  to 
the  value  of  Es.  55,060,  Reunion  to  the  value  of  Kb.  14,020,  and 
Zanzibar  to  the  value  of  Es.  37,284,  The  exports  to  Holland 
and  Natal  consisted  almost  exclusively  of  guano,  and  those  to 
Nosei-B<?  of  cocoanut  oil  and  soap. 

(B.)   MaHUKACTUBEB   AMD   FiSHEBIES. 

23.  There    are    five    soap    manufactories    in     operation    in  Soap  mana- 
Seychelles,  and  the  value  of  soap  exported,  which  was  Rb.56,923  factories, 
in  1898,  and  fell  to  Rs.  30,562  in  1899,  rose  last  year  to  Es.  36,010. 

24.  There   are  also  six  mineral  water  factories  and  one  ice  Mineral 
factory,  and  vessels  calling  at  Seychelles  can  be  supplied  with  waten  and 
mineral  waters  and  ice  at  moderate  prices.  **'^- 

25.  Coprah,  and,  as  stated  imder  the  following  heading,  cocoa-  Coprah  and 
nut  oil,  are  manufacturtid  on  a  considerable  scale,  and  nearly  coooannt  oiL 
every  coooanut  estate  is  provided  with  its  own  drying  sheds  and 

oil  mills. 

26.  Vanilla  curing  houses,  now  generally  built  in  masonry,  are  Yanilla 
found  on  almost  every  vanilla  estate  of  over  50  atires.  curing 

27.  The  fisheries  of  Seychelles  are  as  yet  in  their  infant  stage,  pjakaj^sg. 
notwithstanding  that  hundreds  of  small  boats,  and  many  luggers 

and  schooners  of  20  tons  and  under,  are  employed  in  connection 
with  them. 

28.  A  bill  will  probably  be  passed  during  the  current  year,  Proposed 
under  which  the  fisheries  will  be  properly  protected,  and  in  a  ^J*"** 
short  time  there  should  be  a  great  increase  in  the  export  of  Bait       manoe. 
fish.     Calipee,  beche-de-mer,  tortoise-shell  and  pearl  shell  are 
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Sktchbllu^  exported,    and    the    pearl 
190ft       exploitation. 


shell    fieheriee    still    await    further 


Is  umber  and 
Sejcbelles 


AmiranteH 
Alphonse 
Aldnlira 
Cormuledo 


It  is  unlikely  that  Seychelles  will  ever  become  in  the  ordinary 
Benae  o£  the  terra  a  naanufacturing  country,  but  in  the  preparation 
of  vanilla,  cofTec,  cacao  and  tohflcco,  the  extraction  of  cocoanut 
oil,  the  manufacture  of  aloe  fibre  and  lime  juice,  the  making  of 
preaerves  and  pickles,  the  extension  of  ite  fruit  industry,  and  the 
development  of  its  fSsheries,  it  affords  full  scope  for  the  active 
exercise  of  the  abilities  and  energies  of  its  inhabitants. 

(C.)  AuRiruLTUBAL  Industries. 
29.  Before  referring  to  the  agricultural  industries  of  the 
Seychelles  islands,  and  to  the  possibilities  of  their  extension,  a 
few  words  respecting  the  number  of  these  islands  and  their  area 
may  not  be  out  of  place.  In  addition  to  36  islands,  forming  what 
is  called  the  Seychelles  group,  and  including  the  principal  island 
Mahe,  the  capital  of  which  is  Victoria,  there  are  several  groups 
,  of  islands  which  are  termed  the  dependencies  of  Seychelles, 
Damely,  the  Amirantes  group,  composed  of  17  named  islands  ; 
the  Alphonse  group  of  three  islands,  Alphonse,  Bijoutier,  and 
St.  Francois ;  the  islands  of  St.  Pierre,  Providence,  and  the 
South  Banks  ;  the  Aldabra  group,  of  which  the  principal  islands 
are  .Aldabra  proper  {the  original  home  of  the  gigantic  laud 
tortoise),  Picard,  Polymnie  and  Malabar,  besides  several  small 
islets  ;  the  Cosmoledo  group,  consisting  of  Menai  Island,  Wizard 
Island,  two  North  £ast  Islands,  Isle  du  trou,  Goelette,  Polyte, 
West  Pagoda  Island,  and  South  West  Island ;  and  the  islands 
of  Assumption  and  Astove.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  are 
no  less  than  74  islands  included  in  the  Seychelles  Government. 
The  total  estimated  area  of  all  these  islands  is  148^  square  miles, 
of  which  Mahe  is  55^  square  miles  in  size,  the  Aldabra  group, 
with  Cosmoledo,  Astove,  and  Assumption,  51^  square  miles,  and 
the  Amirantes  four  square  miles. 

The  twelve  lai^est  islands  of  the  Seychelles  group,  estimated 
in  acres,  are  : — 


Island. 

Acrw. 

laland. 

Acree. 

MaW      

35,520 

PtMlin 

9,700 

SUhonotte          

4,900 

La  Digue           

2,500 

Onrieuse 

900 

Felicity 

800 

North  Iiland     

625 

St.  Anne 

m) 

Denis  Island      

340 

Cerf  Island        

m 

Frigate  Itdand 

275 

Bird  or  Sea  Cow  Island 

160 
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30.  The  Aldabra  and  CoHmoledo  groups  of  islands,  including  Siychilles, 
Astore  and  Assumption,  the  islands  of  Remire  or  Eagle,  African        \9C0. 
Banks,  Des  Neufs,  L'EtoUe,  Marie  Louise,  Boudeuse,  and  King 
EoSB  or  King  Rose  of  the  Amirantes  group,  St.  Pierre,  Curieuse,  I•la^«^ 
Fe]icit6,  Bound  Island  near  Praalin,  Long  Island  near  Mali^-,  SJ,**g[i,^ 
and  a  few  small  islets  are  the  property  of  the  Crown. 

With  the  exception  of  some  900  acres  of  land  in  Mahe  and 
Piuslin,  of  which  the  greater  part  is  now  leased,  all  the  rest  of 
the  land  included  within  the  Seychelles  ielanda  and  dependencies 
is  private  property.  The  Aldabra  islands,  and  those  of  the 
Amirantes  which  belong  to  the  Crown,  and  the  islands  of  St. 
Pierre,  Curieuse  and  Felicity-  are  leased.  Hound  Island,  near 
Praslin,  which  is  41  acres  in  extent,  is  reserved  for  leper  and 
pauper  establishmente,  and  at  Long  Island  near  Mahe  is  the 

Srincipal  quarantine  station.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
evelopment  of  the  great  natural  resources  of  Seychelles  depends 
on  the  energy  and  skill  of  private  landowners,  and  that  the 
Government  in  establishing  under  the  management  of  a  competent 
agronomic  chemist,  a  botanic  station,  where  scientific  experimentf 
in  different  plants  and  soils  can  be  made,  and  which  will  be 
specially  valuable  as  a  receiving  station  and  nursery  for  plants, 
trees,  &c.,  to  be  introduced  from  other  colonies  and  foreign 
countries,  is  doing  all  that  is  practicable  to  assist  planters  and 
landowners  in  their  work. 

.tl.  There  are  not  sufficient  available  data  oo  which  to  base  an  Products  of 
accurate  estimate  of  the  acreage  of  land  under  each  crop,  bu||the  Seyohelles. 
suitability  of  the  soil  for  almost  every  tropical  product  is  shewn 
bv  the  fact  that,  in  addition  to  cocoanuts  and  vanilla,  which  are 
the  main  sources  of  the  present  prosperity  of  Seychelles,  and  are 
practically  cultivated  in  all  districts  where  the  soil  admits  of 
their  cultivation,  coffee,  both  Liberian  and  Arabian,  cloves, 
tobacco,  sugar  cane,  cocos^e-mer,  cacao,  tea,  cassava,  sweet 
potatoes,  maize,  tomatoes  and  other  vegetables,  yield  excellent 
crops  on  well  selected  lands. 

All  kinds  of  tropical  fruits  are  readily  produced,  for  example, 
mangoes,  bananas,  pineapples,  orange  citron,  lemons,  Umea,  bitten 
oranges,  the  last  named  admirably  adapted  for  conversion  into 
marmalade,  Seychelles  plums,  custard  ap|deB,  avoca  pears,  bread 
fniit,  &c.  The  manufacture  of  lime  juice  might  easily  become 
a  valuable  industry  and  there  is  no  reason  i^y  tobacco  should 
not  be  cultivated  on  a  large  scale. 

32.  Although  in  1900  the  amount  of  vanilla  exported  was  Vanilla. 
17,569  kilograms,  it  is  possible  that  the  actual  crop  of  last  year 
did  not  exceed  12,000  kilograms,  some  of  the  vanilla  of  1899 
being  included  in  the  shipments  of  1900.  The  vanilla  crop  for 
the  current  year  promised  at  the  end  of  last  year  to  be  an 
exceptionally  fine  one,  and,  notwithstanding  losses  owing  to 
contmued  run,  the  output  for  1901  will  probably  be  the  latest 
on  record. 
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SBrcHBiXEB,  The  preparation  of  vanilla  has  much  improved  of  late  years. 
1900.  Nearly  all  vaniUa  in  cured  in  well  constructed  drying  rooms, 
"~~  heated  with  hot  air,  instead  of  beiM  left  to  dry  in  the  sun. 
Large  preparers  of  vanilla  are  now  buudiug  houses  of  two  stories 
in  which  the  whole  process  of  preparation,  from  steaming  the 
green  pods  to  packing  the  prepared  Taoilla,  ia  carried  out.  In 
1900  prepared  vanilla  sold  at  Rs.  12  to  Rs.  20  per  lb.  In  the 
Blue  Dook  Report  for  1899  (pages  24  and  25)  hints  were  given 
as  to  vanilla  ciutivation,  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat 
them  now.  I  venture  to  refer  to  these  remarks  anyone  who  may 
think  of  embavking  on  vanilla  planting  in  Seychelles,  and  also  to 
an  excellent  treatise  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  a.  J.  Galbraith,  who 
was  for  some  years  one  of  the  moBt  experienced  and  successful 
planters  in  Seychelles.  This  treatise  has  been  published  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  (Division  of  Botany)  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 
,Coeoaniila.  :J3.  It  is  estimated  tliat  in  1900  no  less  than   17,400,000  cocoa~ 

nuts  were  gathered,  of  which  12,500,000  were  approximately 
made  into  oil,  1,020,(KH)  were  exported,  1,600,000  were  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  soap,  and  2,28U,000  were  consumed  locally 
and  used  for  planting. 

Oocoannt  oil.  34.  No  European  machinery  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
cocoanut  oil,  and  no  improvements  were  made  in  the  methods 
of  extracti^  oil,  ivhich,  primitive  though  they  seem,  are  very 
eiFective.     Tne  price  of  oil  in  1900  was  96  cents  the  gallon. 

Coffe&  Zs,  Many  coH'ee-husking  machines  for  hand  ppwer  have  been 

made  locally.  European  machinery  is  used  on  the  Cascade  and 
Mamelles  Estates,  and  has  proved  successful  in  husking  uid 
cleaning  berries.  Probably  as  good  Liberian  coffee  grows  in  all 
parts  of  Seychelles  as  in  any  country  in  the  world.  The  trees 
yield  abundantly  and  the  berries  are  exceptionally  fine.  But  the 
present  price  Ib  unremunerative  to  the  planter,  being  only  Us.  25 
to  Rs.  30  the  100  lbs.  It  is  possible  that  if  a  central  factory 
could  be  established  to  complete  the  final  process  of  sorting  and 
preparing  for  the  market  the  coffee  berries,  better  prices  coi3d  be 
obtained,  and  Seychelles  coffee  would  become  favourably  knon-n 
in  Europe. 

'  (D.)  Grants  op  Land. 

Small  extent       36.  With  the  exception  of  the  Aldabra  and  Amirantes  groups 

of  Crown       of  islands,  the  Islands  of  Curieuse  and  Felicite,  Round  Island 

su^^'ii         near  Praslin,  and  Long  Island  near  Maht,  which  is  used  as  a 

Serchellei.     quarantine  station,  the  Crown,  as  pointed  out  under  "  Agrioultnral 

Industries,"  possesses  only  some  900  acres  of  land  situated  chiefly 

in  the  hills  of  Mahe  and  Praslin.     Every  acre  of  land  in  Mahe 

has,  at  one  time  or  another,  been  conceded,  and  the  majority  of 

the  concessionE  date  back  to  a  period  prior  to  that  of  the  capture 

of  the  Island  in  1794.     After  its  occupation  by  the  English  these 

concessions  were  confirmed.     At  later  dates,  tor  various  reasons, 
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some  of  the  lands  reverted  to  the  Crown.     There  are  no  "  Pas  Shychellim. 
Geometriquea  "  in  Seychelles  as  there  are  in  Mauritius,  and  the        l9(i0- 
Crown  has  retained  only  foreshore  rights. 

37.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  purchasing  land  at  Baie  Ste.  Anne,  Gzchanse  of 
Praslin,   where    the    Government   had   decided   to   station   the  ^™|-"' 
Medical  Officer  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  district  of         "'" 
Praslin,  which   includes   the    Islands   of   Curieuse,   La   Digue, 
Felicite,  Marianne,  Mamelles,  Aride,  &c.,  nearly  five  acres  of 
Crown    land    at    Fond    Boffay,   which    lies    at    the    back    of 
Baie    Ste.   Anne,  were   exchanged   with   the   Koman    Catholic 
Mission  for  a  similar  amount  of   land  near  the  village.     The 
Crown  DOW  possesses  at  Baie  Ste.  Anne  a  sufficiently  large  piece 
of  land   for   all   Government   buildings   required   there.      The 
Government  is  much  indebted  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of 
Victoria  for  his  ready  co-operation  in  this  matter. 

•in.  A  grant  of  Crown  land  in  the  centre  of  La  Digue,  forCoace-isioii 
which,  the  Government  received  an  annual  rent  of  Rs.  60,  was  of  Crown 
made  to  the  lessee  of  this  land  and  of  Round  Island,  which  is  r^'^:^ 
41  acres  in  size,  so  as  to  induce   him  to  abandon   the   unexpired 

Sirtion  of  his  lease  of  Round  Island,  and  to  concede  to  the 
ovemment  an  acre  of  land  near  the  sea  shore  at  La  Digue,  and 
in  the  most  central  part  of  the  village  on  that  Island.  The 
object  of  this  transactioD  was  to  enable  the  Government  to 
remove  the  Leper  Asylum  and  Pauper  Camp  to  Round  Island 
from  Curieuse  Island,  so  that  the  latter  Island,  which  belongs  to 
the  Crown  and  is  the  fifth  largest  in  size  of  the  Seychelles  group, 
might  be  made  more  productive.  jVb  the  Crown  possessed  no 
land  in  the  populous  part  of  La  Digue,  it  was  ako  desired  to 
acquire  a  sufficiently  large  piece  of  ground  for  the  Government 
building,  including  a  pofice  station,  which  it  is  hoped  to  construct 
there  within  a  short  time. 

39.  The  Crown  Lands  Department  was  formerly  under  the  Crown  Lands 
charge  of  a  separate  officer  called  "  Conservator  of  Crown  Department. 
Lands,"  but  for  several  years  the  duties  of  Conservator  have 
been  entrusted  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works.  The 
Crown  Lands  Department  nas  now  been  finally  merged  in  the 
Public  Works  Department,  and  the  head,  who  is  styl^  "  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Works  and  Surveys,"  has  been  given  an 
assistant,  who  must  be  a  sworn  land  surveyor. 

The  total  cost,  including  all  charges,  of  the  Crown  Lands 
Department  in  1900  was  Rs.  4,193  12c.,  and  the  total  receipts 
including  royalties  {Rs.  7,814)  paid  on  guano  extracted  from  the 
Amirantes  Islands  and  Cosmoledo,  moneys  (Rs.  3,628  55c.) 
received  by  the  sale  of  cocoanuts,  cocos-de-mer,  vanilla,  tortoise- 
shell,  timber,  &c.,  and  rents  (Rs.  10,316  06c.)  from  Crown  Lands 
and  Buildings,  amounted  to  Rs.21,75»  61c.,  or  Ra.  17,565  49c.  in 
excess  of  the  cost  of  the  Department.  In  1899  the  cost  of  the 
Department  was  Rs.  4,951  and  the  receipts  Ra.  14,805.  showiufi: 
a  net  gain  of  Rs.  9,854. 

B87S— «  B 
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Seyohellxe,     There  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  produce  from  Crown  lands 

1900.        in  iSOO,  due  both  to  the  crop  o£  vanQla  in   1900  being  smaller 

——        than  that  of  1899,  and  to  more   Crown  lands  being  leased,  but 

rents  have  increased  by  Rs.  2,539  06c.,  and  receipts  fi-om  royalties 

on  guano  by  Rs.  5,314. 

(E.)  Shipping. 

OompantiTe       40.  The  following  four  tables  show  the  number,  tonnage  and 
tables  of        nationalities  of  sailing  vessels  and  steamers  entered  and  cleared 
PP"*-        during  the  last  two  years  : — 

(1.)  Sailiitff    Vessels  Entered. 


French.     ;   0«miau.  '  Norwegian. 


I   I     Tons.     I   '  Tom.     |     Tom.  '   I       Todk. 


-  j    —    :    4      1,254 
1  ,1,234       4      2,424 


6,115 


(2.)  SaiUnff 

Vesseh  Cleared. 

British. 

French. 

German.      Norw^ian. 

1 

1 

Year. 

1  jT<"W- 

1 

Tom. 

1 

Tons.    1 

Tons. 

1 
H 

10 
16 

896 
2,126 

4 

4 

3S1 
321 

1 

—        3 
1,234       5 

i 

992 
2,686 

17 
26 

2,219 
6,336 
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B,  41.  From  the  above  tables  (1)  and  (2),  it  will  be  seeu  that  tbe 
total  tonnage  "f  sailing  vesaele  entered  and  cleared  in  1900, 
exceeded  by  7,665  tons  the  total  tonnage  entered  and  cleared  in 
^otIX"'  1"^^'  ^"^  *'"°"'  tables  (3)  and  (4)  that  the  total  tonnage  of 
■  '  "  steamers  entered  and  cleared  in  1900  exceeded  bv  117,518  tons 
the  total  tonn^e  entered  and  cleared  in  1899.  This  increase  in 
steam  shipping  is  due  to  the  greater  number  of  men-of-war  and 
steamers  of  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Company 
calling  at  Seychelles,  and  to  iseveral  transports  naving  put  m  at 
Port  V  ictoria,  on  their  way  to  and  from  South  Africa. 

42.  The  following  tables  give  comparative  statements  of  men- 
of-war  entered  at  Seychelles  during  the  last  five  years,  and  of 
the  total  shipping  inwards  and  outwards  for  the  same  period  : — 
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43.  The  harbour  of  Victoria  is  under  the  charge  of  a  port  Bbtch  elites, 
oflBcer,  who  ia  provided  with  an  assistant,  the  latter  being  also        ^^00 
the  g:oTenmieQt  pilot.     There  are  eight  permanent  boatmen,  and  p-,-rnlD»rt. 
on   mail  dajB,  and  at  other   times  of  pressure   extra   men   are  Q^Qt,     ^^ 
engaged.     In  addition  to  the  cutter  "  Wave  "  of  7i  tons,  which  is 
engaged  on  going  to  the  islands  within  a  radios  of  55  miles,  the 

port  department  naa  six  whaleboats  belonging  to  it,  including  two 
galleys  used  hj  the  Administrator.  The  "  Wave  "  and  wnal^ 
Boats  were  in  constant  use  in  1900.  The  "  Wave  "  made  40 
vojrages  to  the  outlying  islands,  sailed  4,148  miles,  was  absent 
from  Mahe  134  days,  conveyed  341  pasaengers,  and  carried  some 
190  tons  of  oa^o.  The  whaleboats  were  requisitioned  for  service 
on  435  oocanons,  md  travelled  in  all  2,647  miles. 

44.  The  Government  has  no  vessel  large  enough  for  a  voyage  Sailing  Yacht 
to  the  Aldabra  group  of  islands,  which  are  between  600  and  700  and  Bteam 
miles  distant  from  Mah^,  or  even  to  the  Amirantes  some  150  miles  '°°°^^| 
away,  both  o(  which  groups  are  dependencies  of  Seychelles,  and  ^        ' 
voyages  to  those  islands  which  are  not  more  than  25  or  30  miles 

away,  like  Fmslin,  La  Digue,  and  Silhouette,  are  at  present 
attended  by  some  danger,  and,  during  the  light  north  westerly 
winds,  by  great  delay ;  a  distance  of  25  miles  sometimes  taking 
two  and  even  three  days.  For  the  proper  administration  of  the 
islands,  and  to  enable  them  to  be  constantly  visited  and  inspected, 
a  good  sea-going  steam  launch,  which  would  also  serve  for  harbour 
work  is  essential,  and  a  fast  sailing  cutter  of  some  60  or  70  tons, 
capable  of  going  in  safety  and  in  a  reasonable  time  to  the 
Aldabra  and  Amirantes  groups,  and  to  the  other  outlying  islands 
of  the  Archipelago. 

45.  There  are  two  lighthouses  in  Seychelles,  one  in  the  harbour  LigbthonaM. 
at  Victoria,  and  the  other  at  Denis  island  55  miles  north  of  M^e. 

Both  are  constantly  visited  and  are  kept  in  good  order. 

The  harbour  is  well  marked  by  beacons  and  buoys,  and  vessels  Baaoon*. 
have  no  difficulty  in  entering  at  any  time.     A  good  supply  of  *">*ysi  **• 
fresh  water  is  brought  to  the  end  of  the  short  or  Hodoul  pier  ; 
752  t<»i8  of  water  were  taken  by  ships  during  last  year. 


III.— LEGISLATION. 


46.  During   the   year  1900,  22   meetings  of  ttie   Legislative  Olaaaificatioa 
Council  were  held,  uid  32  Ordinances  passed.     Of  this  number  ot 
15   Ordinances   were   of   a   general  and   financial    nature,   and  0™i»*n**«- 
concemed  the  interests  of  all  classes ;  nine  related  exclusively  to 
the  Civil  Service  and  the  administration  of  the  Governmoit ; 
three  were  passed  by  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  Stato, 
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Sktcbkllbi,  and  iocluded  the  West  Africa  Political  PriBoners  Ordinancer 
1900.  which  gave  the  Adminiatrator  the  neceaaary  powera  for  detaining 
~'  within  the  Seychelles  iBlandH,  ex-kings  Prenipeh  and  Aaihi  of 
Aahanti  and  their  chiefs  and  followers ;  two  effected  slight 
amendments  in  Ordinances  passed  in  1899,  and  three  were  of  a 
purely  judicial  nature,  repealing  certain  provisions  of  the  penal 
code,  (Ordinuice  No.  6  of  1 838),  and  amending  the  law  pf  divorce. 

Of  the  15  .Ordinances  of  a  general  character  the  following  are 
the  most  important : — 

The  Poflt  Office  Amendment  Ordinance,  which  authorised  the- 
eatablishmeni  of  an  internal  postal  service  in  Mahe,  Fraslin,  and 
La  Digne,  and  when  practicable,  the  other  outlying  islands  of 
the  archipelago,  and  gave  the  Administrator  in  executive  council 
the  power  to  frame  regulations  fqr  the  creation  of  branch  post 
offices,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  the  effective 
working  oE  a  local  post. 

The  Local  Rate  Consolidation  and  Amendnient  Ordiniuice,. 
which  substituted  one  law  for  14  pwYious  enactments,  equalised 
the  rates  of  direct  internal  taxation,  so  far  as  all  claasea  are 
concerned,  and  substituted  for  a  cumbrous  and  ineffective,  system 
of  rating  incomes  and  properties  one  that  is  effective  and  simple. 

The  system  of  taxation  by  means  of  a  local  rate  really  dates 
back  to  1863,  when,  by  Maiiritius  Ordinance  No.  43  of  that  year, 
a  labour  or  commutation  tax  was  imposed  on  persons  living  in  the 
Seychelles  islands.  The  ohjetit  of  this  tax  is  given  in  the  preamble 
to  the  Ordinance  which  is  worth  quoting: — "whereas 
the  Island  of  Mahu,  in  the  Seychelles  group,  contains  many 
valuable  resources,  which  if  properly  developed,  would  raise  that 
dependency  from  the  condition' of  prostration  in  which  it  has  been 
for  some  tmie  past,  to  a  state  of  comparative  prosperity ;  asd- 
WHEBEAS  it  is  essential  to  the  development  of  such  resources 
that  communication  a  should  be  opened  up  between  the  interior  of 
the  said  Island,  and  Port  Victoria,  by  means  of  Public  Roads 
and  bridges  constructed  and.kept  inrepaironan  organized  system 
as  hereinafter  provided."  By  this  Ordinance  so  many  days' 
labour  were  required  to  be  given  in  proportion  to  income,  but  the 
labour  might  be  commuted  at  the  rate  of  eight  pence  sterling  for 
each  day's  labour.  This  Ordinance  remained  in  force  for  10 
years,  and  at  the  end  of  this  period  it  was  repealed- by  SeychelleB 
Regulation  No  3  of  1h73,  which  imposed  a  "  Local  Kate, '  labour 
not  being  allowed  in  lieu  of  payment.  This  Regulation- was  itself 
repealed  by  Reji:ulation  No.  7  uf  1874,  which  was  intumrepe^ed 
by  Regulation  No.  4  of  187'J,  and  this  last  Regulation,  with 
certain  amendments  introduced  by  subsequent  legislation,  remained 
in  force  until  repealed  by  Ordinance  No.  16  of  1900,  Under 
Regulation  No.  4  of  1K75,  there  were  nine  classes  under  which 
persoiis  were  liable  to  be  taxed,  and  these  classes  were  so  arrai^ed 
that  the  smaller  the  Income  the  larger  the  proportion  of  local 
rate  for  which  a  person  becamt^  liable.  For  example,  a  person 
in  receipt  of  an  income  of  not  less  than  £100  (Rs,   1,000)  [wid 
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Jil  (Ra.  lOX  that  is  1  per  ceot.     A  person  whose  iucome  was  Seyciiell 
under  £100  (Re.  1,000)  and  not  ]e»»  than  £50  (Re.  500)  paid  £1        IdCMi. 

■(Rs.  10)  for  the  £50,  that  is  at  the  rate  of  a  per  cent.,  and  2rf.        

^additional  for  every  £l  over  £50,  whilst  a  labourer,  whose 
income  might  be  obIy  £12  (Rs.  120)  a  year,  paid  Ss.  (Ra.  4), 
that  ie  3  per  cent.  Under  the  Ordinance  of  1900  the  claeeee 
under  which  persons  have  to  pay  local  rate  have  been  reduced 
from  nine  to  the  four  following : — 

CUm.  Description.  Bale. 


I  Every  owner  of  immoveable  pro-  Itate  not  to  exceed  li  per 

'      perty  witbin  the  limita  of  the  cent,     on     the    annual 

cenfanl    diatriet    i.e.,  town    of  locative  valne. 

Tiotoria. 

Every  owner  of  immoveable  pro-  Rate  not  to  exceed  4  per 

perty  witbin  the  limits  of  any  cent,     op     tbe   annual 

of  the  other  distriota.  locative  value. 

Every  person  deriving  from  wbttt-  ,  Bate  not  to  exceed  2  per 

ever    source    or     sourcee,    tn  \      cent,  on  moh  income. 
annftal  inoome  of  not  less  than 


Every  male  between  the  age  of  15  ;  Btte  not  d 
ana  55  (sThool   boya  excepted)  1 
not    included    in    any  of    the  I 
previoQB  claaees.  I 


The  rates  are  to  be  fixed  annually  by  the  Administrator,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislature,  and  for  the  year  ended 
•the  3Ist  March,  1901,  they  have  been  fixed  as  follows  : — 

Class  I     4  per  cent. 

Class  2 a         „ 

•  Class  3     H       „ 

Class  4     *..     Rs.3. 

The  rates  under  classes  1  and  2  hold  good  for  three  years,  that 
is  up  to  the  3l8t  March,  1903. 

The  Quarantine  Amendment  Ordinance.  This  Ordinance 
remedied  defects  in  the  principal  Consolidating  Quarantine 
-Ordinance  Mo.  27  of  1899,  establishing  a  Quarantine  Committee 
of  five  tnembere  entirely  distinct  from  the  Board  of  Health,  and 
reduced  from  twelve  to  ten  days  the  period  of  quarantine  for 
plague,  and  from  seven  to  five  days  the  period  of  quarantine 
for  cholera.  Suitable  Quarantine  Regulations  have  been  framed 
under  this  Ordinance,  and  the  restrictions,  which  for  many  years 
hampered  the  movements  of  ships  calling  at  Seychelles,  have 
^en  removed. 

The  Customs  Consolidated  Tariff  Ordinance  effected  a 
j-eadjustment  of   the  duties  chargeable  on  imports;  sabstituted 
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SeTcuBrxEs,  23  classes  of  goods  on  which  specific  duties  are  paid  for  45  classes 
1900  under  Kegulation  No.  6  of  1888 ;  repealed  two  Ordtnaoces  of 
1893,  imposing  an  increase  of  30  per  cent,  on  duties  on  all  goods 
except  certain  foodstuffs ;  abolished  all  export  duties  save  that 
of  R.  1  a  ton  on  guano  ;  repealed  the  Wharfage  Duties  Ordinance 
of  1H99,  which  had  proved  to  be  both  irksome  and  unremuneratirc, 
and  imposed  an  ad  rtilorem  duty  of  15  per  cent,  on  all  goods  not 
included  in  the  list  of  specifically  rated  articles.  Seeing  that  for 
Customs  purposes  the  rupee  is  still  reckoned  at  2s.  instead  of  a' 
its  true  value  of  Is.  4d.,  the  or/  oalorem  duty  in  the  case  of  all 
goods  coming  from  countries  where  a  gold  standard  of  currency 
prevails  is,  in  fact,  only  10  per  cent. 

The  Education  Ordinance  is  discussed  in  the  following 
paragraph,  and  the  only  other  Ordinance  to  which  special 
reference  need  be  made  is  "  The  Board  of  Health  Ordinance." 
This  Ordinance,  which  replaces  two  Regulations  of  the  Board  of 
Civil  Commissioners,  three  Ordinances  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  one  Proclamation,  is  a  measure'  of  great  importance.  Under 
it  the  Administrator  in  Executive  Council  becomes  the  Central 
Board  of  Health,  and  the  Administrator  is  authorised  to  create 
Local  Boards  of  Health,  with  well  defined  powers,  in  the  various 
districts  of  the  Seychelles  Islands.  The  duties  of  Local  Boards 
of  Health  are  those  usually  entrusted  to  similar  bodies  in  other 
Colonies,  with  the  addition  of  some  of  the  duties  and  powers 
which  are  generally  assigned  to  District  Boards  and  semi-muni- 
cipal bodies.  The  Local  Boards  have  no  power  to  levy  taxes, 
but,  as  in  the  case  of  the  first  Local  Board  of  Health  constituted 
under  the  Ordinance,  namely  the  Local  Board  of  Health  for  the 
town  of  Victoria,  certain  sources  of  revenue  are  placed  at  their 
disposal  by  order  of  the  Administrator  in  Executive  Council,  sa 
that  they  are  enabled  to  undertake  services  and  become  an 
Executive  body  instead  of  merely  an  advisory  body  as  was  the 
Board  of  Health  which  existed  by  virtue  of  previous  legislation. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 


Education  47.  The  new  Education  Ordinance,  passed  in  November,  1900^ 

Ordinance,      will  exercise  an  important  influence  on  the  course  of  education 
1900.  throughout  the  Seychelles  Islands.     Under  this  Ordinance  the 

Administrator  in  Executive  Council  has  taken  the  place  of  the 
Legislative  Council  as  the  Board  of  Education,  and  is  vested 
with  the  power  of  deciding  on  all  educational  matters,  whilst  an 
Education  Committee,  composed  of  three  ex-ofHcio  members,  of 
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four  members  chosen  by  the  AdniLDistrator,  two  o£  whom  maj-  be  SEYCHELLBai 
the   Romaa   Catholic    Bishop  of    Victoria  and   the  Church  of        19""- 
Kn^land   Civil   Chaplain,  of   two  membera   nominated   by  the        ~~~ 
Bishop,  and  of  one  nontinated  by  the  Civil  Chaplain,  is  empowered 
to  advise  on  all  questions  connected  with  the  education  of  youth. 
The    G-OTernment    Undenominational    School    has    become    the 
Victoria  School  and  has  been  divided  into  two  branches  up  to 
and  including  the   4th    Standard ;   (1)  the  paying  branch  and 
{2)  the  non-paying  branch,  but  the  course  of  instruction  in  both 
branches  ia  the  same  with  the  exception  that  there  are  only  two 
classes  in  the  former  and  four  in  the  latter  branch.     From  the 
5th  Standard  upwards  fees  must  be  paid  by  aU  pupils. 

Provision  is  made  in  the  new  rules,  which  have  been  framed  to  Exhibitions, 
regulate  the  course  of  inBtniction  in  the  Victoria  School,  for  the 
Award  of  two  exhibitions  every  year  to  the  best  pupils  in  the 
4th  Standard,  entitling  the  holders  to  free  tuition  and  free  books 
in  the  higher  Standarda,  so  that  boys  who  have  shown  promise 
in  the  4th  Standard  need  not  be  prevented,  by  inability  to  pay 
^hool  fees,  from  continuing  their  school  career.  Bat  perhaps  AanaiJ 
ine  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  new  Ordinance  is  the  scholarships, 
provision  for  an  annual  examination,  open  to  all  boys  in 
Seychelles  who  satisfy  the  conditions  l»id  down  in  the  Itegula- 
tions,  accoi'ding  to  the  result  of  which  the  two  best  boys  wUl  be 
Awarded  scholarships  of  the  value  of  Us.  600  a  year  each,  tenable 
for  three  years,  and  will  he  able  to  pursue  their  studies  at  the 
Boyal  College  in  Mauritius  or  in  some  school  in  England  to  be 
approved  of  by  the  Administrator.  The  first  examination  for 
these  scholarships  will  be  held  in  July,  1902. 

48.  English  has  now  been  made  the  most  important  subject  in  Ensliah  the 
the  Victoria  School  curriculum,  and  the  example  of  the  Royal  "^""i"' 
College,  Mauritius,  has  been  followed  in  making  it  the  medinm  "*  "^ 
of  instruction  in  all  classes.     Adequate  provision  has  been  made 

for  improving  primary  education  in  grant-aided  schools,  and  a 
new  Code  ia  under  consideration. 

49.  The  munber  of  grant-aided  denominational  primary  schools  Gnmt-aided 
in  1900  was  25,  19  being  under  the  management  of  the  Roman  f^*^*^ 
Catholic  Mission  and  six  under  that  of  the  Church  of  England.  ^^t^'Ji'J^ 
In  addition,  there  were  two  other  Roman  Catholic  schools  which, 

for  want  of  certificated  teachers,  could  not  be  recognised  by  the  Kshtwla. 
Board  of  Education  as  grant-aided  schools. 

Besides  the  grMit-aided  schools,  there  were  (I)  the  St.  Louis 
«oll^e  (paymg  section),  with  115  pupils  on  the  roll  and  1U2  in 
average  attendance,  and,  as  mentioned  above,  the  Victoria  school 
with  113  pupils  on  the  roll  and  79  in  average  attendance. 

As  usual,  excellent  work  was  done  during  the  year  by  the  St.  Bwolts  of 
Louis  Roman  Catholic  college  under  the  r'rftres  Maristes,  and  '*"'>*'•  ?«"• 
satisfactory  results  obtained  at  the  last  examination,  122  boya  ^^'..^"^ 
having  passed  oat  of  160  presented  for  examination.  ^^ 
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Seychsllbs,  The  results  at  the  Convent  school  for  ^irls  were  not  (quite  ao 
IDOCL  Batia£actory  ae  they  were  in  L899,  112  girls  only  having  passed 
out  of  176  presented  for  examination,  but  the  standard  required 
by  the  examineF  was  higher  in  the  case  of  all  schools  than  in  1899. 
At  the  Victoria  school  the  results  were  also  fairly  good,  5J 
pupils  successfully  passing  in  their  respective  standards  out  of  76 
examined. 

A  fair  percentfu^e  of  passes  was  secured  by  St.  Paul's  (Ch<irch 
CI*""*  o*      of  England)  mixed  school  in  Victoria,  39  children  satisfying  the 
examiners  out  of  59  presented  for  examination. 

Of  the  schools  outside  Victoria,  the  best  results  were  obtained 
at  the  annual  examination  by  the*  Roman  Catholic  schools  at 
Anse  aux  Pins  (girls),  Anse  Boileau  (girls),  and  Baie  Lazare 
(boys),  and  by  St.  Matthew's  (Church  of  England)  mixed  school 
at  Praslin. 

At  the  St.  Louis  Boman  Catholic  college  and  at  the  Victoria 
school,  secondary  education  is  given  in  the  higher  classes,  which 
are  atHliated  to  the  Koyal  college,  Mauritius. 

50.  The   grant-in-aid   to   schools,  which  was    increased  from 

Es.6,000  to  Ks.8,000  in  1890,  and  from  Rs.8,000  to  Ks.10,000  in 

1898,  has  been  raised  for  the  current  year  to  Bs.12,000. 

,       51.  In  the  following  table  is  given  a  comparative  statement 

Btate'ment  of  for  the  la^t  five  years,  shewing  the  number  of  Roman  Catholic 

scboolB,  and  Church  of  England  schools,  the  number  of  pupils  on  the  roll 

and    in  average  attendance,  and  the  amount  of  grants  earned. 

Similar   information   under  the   three    first    headings   is  given 

respecting  the  Victoria  school : — 


Convent 

School, 

Victoria. 

Victoria 

School. 

St.  Paul's 

Charcb  of 

England 

School, 

Viotona. 

Country 

schools 

specially 

mentioned. 


Oomparativ' 


1896-1900 
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Seyckellf^      52.     The  followiDg  table  U  interesting  as  showing  the  gradual 

1900.       increase  in  the  number  of  children  receiving  ingtructioo  through- 

p.  out  the  SejchelleH  islands,  from  the  year  when  grants-in-aid  were 

g([„^5^^„       first  given  nnder  the  provisions  of  Regulation  No.  2  of  1873, 

from  1874  to  "ow  superseded  by  Orainance  No,  30  of   1900.     From  the  total 

1900.  number  of  schools,  the  St.  Louis  college,  the  Victoria  school,  the 

Convent  school,  and  those  other  schools  which  hitherto  have  not 

been  eligible  for  grants,  are  excluded,  but  in  the  number  of  pupils 

are  included  the  children  receiving  instruction  in  those  schools,  as 

well  as  the  children  on  the  roll  of  the  giattt>-atded  schools. 
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v.— GOVEENMENT   INSTITUTIONS.  SKvcHiLLMi 

ISOO. 
•53.  The  Victoria  Hospital  continues  to  be  a  useful  and  credit-        -^m, 
able  institution.     It  is  remarkable   for   its   excellent   site,  well  Victoria 
ordered  buildings,  scrupulous  cleanliness,  and  the  economy  with  HoxpitaL 
which  it  is  managed.     To  the  three  Sistere  of   St.  Joseph  de 
Clnnj,  in  whose  hands  are  placed  the  interior  organisation  and 
ffeneral  management,  under  the  supervision  and  medical  adrice 
of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer,  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the 
hospital  is  mainly  due.     Special  reference  should  be  made  of  the 
aervices  of  Sister  St.  Landri,  the  Sister  in  charge,  who  has  now 
completed  her  twenty-fifth  year  at  the  hospital,  and  whose  good 
work  was  conspicuous  during  the  small-pox  epidemic  of  1884. 

54.  The  following  table  shews  the  result  of  the  treatment  of  Hospital 
in-patients  at  the  hospital  from  1896  to  1900 :—  l^M^'imo 


Tear. 

^^ 

Disoharged 
Believed. 

Ducharged 
Un  elieTed. 

1 

Hoa'^tal. 

■3 

1896      ... 

RS 

55 

19 

11 

10 

183 

llftIT      ... 

98 

37 

22 

14 

10 

183 

1«98      ... 

126 

40 

3-2 

13 

19 

230 

1H99      ... 

190 

54 

12 

8 

9 

278 

1900      ... 

112 

58 

23 

12 

14 

219 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  in  1898  and  1899  wa^ 
mainly  due  to  the  importation  of  coolies  from  India  for  employ- 
ment on  road  work,  who,  when  sick,  were  treated  in  the 
hospital. 

55.  The  principal  diseases  for  which  persons  were  admitted  to  principiJ 
the  hospital  in  1900  were  syphilis,  rheumatism,  dysentery,  and  diHasea. 
hroncfaitie,  whilst  27  patients  were  treated  for  injuries. 

56.  The  absence  of  malarial  fever,  which  is  the  scourge  of  Abaeooeof 
most  tropical  countricB,  is  remarkable,  and  the  only  oases  coming  nialarial 
under  the  notice  and  treatment  of  the  Medical  Department  were  "™''- 
imported. 

57.  The  extern  department  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  is  open  Pablic 
three  mornings  during  the  week,  and  was  made  use  of  last  year  diaiieiiBary. 
by  1,848  persons,  of  whom  1,396  were  females,  and  450  males. 

Id   1'^99  the  total  number  of  out-patients  was  2,172;  in  1898, 
1,319  ;  in  1897,  2,099  ;  and  in  1896,  2,368. 

9873-«  C 
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Setcsblleb,  58.  Seychelles  has  no  nsyluni  for  lun&tic  patients,  ami  no 
1900.  reformatoiy.  At  present  the  oeed  of  a  reformatory  has  not  been 
■"^        felt,  but   the  want  of   a  small   asylum  is  much  felt.     Lunatic 

patiente  from  Seychelles  are  now  sent  to  the  Mauritius  asylum, 
lo    Uc    "  difference  in  the  (jlimate  between  Seychelles  and  Mauritius, 

anjlimi.  *^*   prevalence   of    malarial    fever   in    the   latter   Colony,   the 

isolation  from  relatives  and  friends,  tend  to  lessen  the  chances  of 

recovery  of  Seychelles  hmatic  |>atients  who  are  sent  to  Mauritius. 

The  number  under  treatment  at  the  Mauritius  Asylum  on  the 

31st  December  last  was  12. 

Leper  59.  For  a  considerable  number  of  years  the  Island  of  Curieuse, 

aBjlnm  and  situated  about  one  mile  to  the  north  of  Praslin,  and  of  an  area 
pauper  camp,  of  900  acres,  has  been  exclusively  reserved  for  the  leper  asvlum 
and  pauper  camp,  no  attempt  Iwing  made  to  cultivate  the  island, 
^bich  is  the  fifth  in  size  of  the  Seychelles  group,  and  posses^ses 
ereat  capabilities,  save  in  planting  it  with  cocoa-nuts  and  coco- 
rte-inBr  trees.  The  lepers  and  paupers  were  removed  at  the 
end  of  1900  to  Pound  Island,  which  is  about  two  miles  from 
13aie  Ste,  Anne  on  the  enst  of  Praslin,  the  headquarters  of  the 
.lustice  of  file  Peace  and  Assistant  Aledical  Officer  of  the  Praslin 
District. 

At  the  end  of  December  last  the  lepers  nnder  treatment  at 
Hound  Island  were  four  males  and  one  female,  and  in  the  panper 
camp  there  were  eight  males  and  two  females. 

The  number  of  paupers  was  greater  by  three  than  it  was  at 
the  end  of  1899,  and  the  number  of  lepers  had  decreased 
by  one. 

The  lepers  and  paupers  are  visited  every  week  by  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  stationed  at  Praslin,  and  oftener  when 
necessary. 

Prenlm  and  ^^-  There  was  a  considerable  falling  ofT  in  the  number  of 
I«  Digne  persons  who  were  treated  at  the  public  dispensaries  at  Praslin 
public  and  La  Digue  during  190U,  only  iOS  persons  receiving  medical 

dispennnes.  advice  and  drugs  as  compared  with  392  persons  who  attended  the 
dispensaries  in  1899. 

61.  The  Government  Savings  Bank  was  first  opened  on  the 
5th  March,  1894,  and  at  the  end  of  that  year  the  total  amount 
deposited  was  Bs.  16,914.  Interest  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent, 
per  annum  is  paid  on  deposits.  Up  -to  the  end  of  1899  no 
portion  of  the  deposits  had  been  invested,  and  the  interest 
paid  by  the  Government  represented  so  much  loss  to  the  public 
revenue. 

The  deposits  on  the  Slst  December,  1899,  amounted  to 
Ks.  70,605.18,  and  of  this  sum  Rs.  70,556.12  were  invested  during 
the  early  part  of  1900  in  Victoria  and  South  Australia  Stocks, 
yielding  interest  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent.  The  annual  interest 
IB,  therefore,  Bs.  2,13  6.68. 
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62.  The  following  table  shows  the  progress  of  the  Savings  Bank  HffTCHuxit, 
during  the  last  five  years  : —  l^'OO. 


Y«u. 

Number  of 
AccountB 

3lBt  D^ber. 

AmoData  of 
DepoBita 

SlrtDwembor. 

Number  of 

AcOODDtS 

Opened  during 
tbe  Te»r. 

Number  of 

AocountB 

Closed  during 

the  Year. 

18!tG 

125 

33,513.66 

26 

4 

1397 

167 

63,624.53 

46 

4 

1398       .  ... 

191 

44,417.27 

4U 

IB 

1899 

2U 

70,605.18 

47 

24 

1900 

221 

61,492.0* 

35 

28 

The  decrease  in  the  amouot  on  deposit  at  the  end  o£  last 
year,  as  compared  with  the  amount  on  deposit  at  the  end  of 
1899,  is  prooahly  due  to  money  heing  required  by  small 
capitalists  for  investment  in  the  purchase  of  land,  and  in  certain 
cases  to  meet  current  expenses  owing  to  the  short  crop  of  vanilU 
in  1900. 

f)3.  Arrangements  were  completed  in  1900  for  estabhshing  at  Bniicb 
Praslin  a  branch  Savings  Bank,  which  is  now  in  operation.    Other  ^^^ 
branches  will  probably  be  opened  during  the  year  on  the  Island  pjjj^n 
of  La  Digue  and  at  Anse  rtoyale  on  the  south-east  of  Mahc, 
where  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  who  will  also  be  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  will  be  stationed. 

64.  The  want  of  a  bank  in  Seychelles  is  still  much  felt,  and  Want  ot  n 
endeavours  made  during  1900  to  induce  certain  banks  to  open  a  ^"i'Jl 
branch  in  Mahe  have  not  been  successful.  The  failure  of  the 
Kew  Oriental  Bank  in  1892  is  probably  still  fresh  in  the  memory 
of  banks  and  companies.  A  small  branch  bank  or  agency  con- 
ducted on  modest  lines  would,  there  i»  little  doubt,  prove  a  success, 
and  would  prove  a  great  benefit  to  the  people,  and  especially  to 
the  small  planters  of  vanilla,  who  now  have  to  pay  an  miicli  as 
from  9  to  15  per  cent,  per  annum  for  advances,  and  are  further 
hampered  by  the  condition  that  they  will  sell  their  vanilla  to  the 
merchant  advancing  the  money  at  the  current  price,  a  somewhat 
harsh  conilition,  as  the  current  price  is,  as  a  rule,  fixed  by  the 
merchants  themselves. 
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Vl.-.IUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 


P<dioeForce.  65.  The  Hiithui'ii>e(l  streDgth  of  the  Police  Foi-ce  iu  IIMK), 
including  ^n  insijector  und  BGrgeaiit-major,  was  60  of  all  ranks, 
or  six  more  than  in  1899.  The  cost  of  the  force  was  Rb.  29,360. 
The  work  done  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  and  out  o£  1,014 
pereone  charged  Ly  the  police  902  were  convicted.  The  C.-uwii 
Prosecutor  proseciiteiii  all  "  crimeii ''  and  "  heavy  ''  niiHlemeanoiirc, 
less  importaDt  caxeK  being  left  to  the  Inspector  of  Police  and  the 
Sergeant- Major.  The  sergeants  and,  from  time  to  time,  constables 
are  entrusted  with  the  prosecution  of  minor  and  Police  Court 
oases  such  as  disturbances,  drunkenness,  &c.  The  Judge  of 
Seychelles  reports  that  no  cases  of  vexatious  prosecution  by  the 
police  came  under  liis  notice  last  year. 

Jadidal  66.  The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  criminal  and 

utaristics,  _^  civil  cases  tried  during  the  last  five  years  and  their  results.  The 
guree  for  19(l<l  include  cases  heanl  by  the  Justitie  of  the  Peace, 
Fraslin  district : — 


l«06tol900  : 


1900     ...        P70 


f1 

^.1 


II 


W5 

1 
793    1 

sr^i 

735 

bSi 

768 

»63 

764 

860 

i,09n 

■■   — 

59;. 

•M» 

66 

•1.''. 

r>92 

136 

50 

n» 

698 

133 

64     , 

154 

67, 

133 

61     i 

94 

931 

183  • 

86    1 

W 

Drunkennew  Of  592  cases  prosecuted  by  the  police,  514  were  for 
the  principa  disturbances,  drunkenness,  breaches  of  "  bacca  "  law,  and  assaults, 
■riroL"  ^"^   ^^^   Judge   of   Seychelles   in   his   report  on   the   criminal 

statistics  for  last  year  again  reports  that  drink  was  the  incentive 
in  most  of  the  cases  of  disturbance  and  assault.  The  passion  for 
drink  seems  to  be  deeply  rooted  in  the  Ubouring  classes  in 
Seychelles,  and  I  regret  that  I  must  confirm  my  statement  in 
last  year's  report  that  drunkenness  is  the  curse  of  these 
Islands.  It  is  in  the  spread  of  education,  bringing  with  it 
the   coDsciousnesB   of   the   debasing  and  demoralising  effects  of 
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drunkenneBs,  and  in  the  example  which  ahould  be  Bet  by  those  Sbyghelles, 
who  conetitnte  the  upper  olassee,  that  the  trne  remedy  muBt  he        1^00 
sought.  '~~' 

tiT.  The  priBon  is  iitusted  in  the  t6wn  of  Victoria  and  adjoins  Priaon. 
the  groiindFi  of  Government  House  and  the  Central  Police 
Station.  The  prisoners  Bleep  in  two  large  dormitorieB  and  no 
separation  of  claBsea  of  prisoners  is,  under  exiBting  circumstanceB, 
practicable  either  by  day  or  night.  The  removal  of  the  police 
station  to  another  site,  the  enlargement  of  the  prison  grounds, 
and  the  constnictioD  of  a  new  prison  building  on  the  separate 
cell  system,  with  proper  outbuiMing?  and  workshops,  hare 
been  approved  in  principle  and  plan?'  are  now  under  considera- 
tion. 

The  head  of  the  Prison  Department  is  the  Inspector  of  Police, 
who  is  also  styled  Superintendent  of  Prisong.  At  the  end  of 
19<M)  the  regular  ijrison  staff  conei^teil  of  n  resident  gaoler  and 
seven  guards,  the  services  of  one  guard  ant!  three  overseers  of 
prison  gangs  having  been  dispensed  tvith  during  the  year.  The 
luunber  of  guards  has  since  been  reduced  to  six.  This  reduction 
in  the  prison  CBtablishment  was  rendered  possible  by  restricting 
the  employment  of  prisonera  on  miscellaneous  services,  by  a 
better  arrangement  of  the  hours  of  duty  of  the  guards,  and  by 
the  treatment  of  sick  prisoners,  w  ho  are  not  seriously  ill,  in  a 
small  building  within  tne  prison,  instead  of,  as  formerly,  at  the 
Victoria  Hoapitnl. 

68.  There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  ui  prison  discipline  improve- 
uud  in  the  conduct    of   prisoners  since    March,  190U,  when  the  meat  in 
Mark  System  Regulations  were  for  the  first  time  introduced.  prUon 
To  thisimprovemeut  the  Acting  Siiperinteudent  bears  testimony  ™»<'ipl"'e. 
ill  his   annual  report.     Work  by  prisoners  has  also  been  better 

aiKl  more  cheaply  done.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  round  of 
prison  labour  and  carpentry  work,  prisoners  are  now  taught  the 
trades  of  tinsmith  and  shoemaker,  an^l  n  small  printing  press  has 
been  set  up  in  the  prison,  by  mean.<  of  which  the  forms  required 
in  (Tovernment  departments  are  printed  off.  Book  binding  will 
shortly  be  added  to  the  other  prison  industries. 

69.  The  total  cost  of   the  Prison  De^mrtment  in   1900  wasoostof 
Ks.  i),942  51c.   and  the   prisoners'   enrniugx   were   Bs.  770  96c.  prisun. 
This  sum  represents  only  the  actual  amount  of  money  paid  by 
private  persons  for  work  specialh-  authorised  to  he  done  in  the 
prison,  and  no  accoiuit  is  taken  of  the  value  of  labour  performed 

ov  prisoners  in  keeping  in  order  the  grounds  of  Government 
House,  in  work  ilone  for  the  Public  Works  Dejiartment,  and  in 
wiaveugering  the  streets  of  Victoria.  The  estimated  value  of 
these  services  more  than  counterbalances  the  cost  of  the  upkeep 
of  the  prison. 
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t)EYOHU>u.s,      70,  315  penjona  were  committed  to  piison  in  1900,  of  whom 

'^*^        257    were  inalei*  and   58   femHieB.     The  daily  average   number 

Admu>ioo«   °^  males   and    females   WHS    50   and   2   reapectively.      Female 

to  priMm.       pritionera  are  kept  in  a  separate  building  under  the  charge  of  a 


71.  The  following  table  gives  a  comparative  statement  for  the 
last  five  jears  of  the  number  of  persons  committed  to  prison  and 
the  daily  average  of  prisonerit  in  prison  : — 


Number 
cammitted 
topriMn. 


18% 

...  '.             329 

73 

'  1897 

301 

70             ' 

i  IfiHS 

■219 

66 

I  1899 

■&n 

50 

1900 

...  ■             315 

62 

VIL— VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Uriuns,18dl.  72.  The  population  of  Seychelles  was  fixed  by  the  census  of 
1881  at  14:191 ;  the  death-rate  in  that  year  being  17-96  per  1,000, 
and  the  birth-rate  35*37. 

1891.  73.  According  to  the  ceusua  of  1891,  the  population  had  it^ 

creased  to  16,440  ;  the  death-rate  in  the  same  year  being  18-37 
per  1,000,  and  the  birth-rate  37-53. 

Eetiiiist«d  74.  The   Chief    Ofiicer    of    the   Civil   Status   estimates   the 

popnlation,    total  population  of  Seychelles  and  its  dependencies  to  have  been 
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20,275  on  the  Slat  December,  1900,  or  on  increase  in  nearly  ten  3BYoRec.i.B<, . 
yesr   of   3,835   againBt   %n   incresee   of   2,249   in  the   previoM        1900- 
decade.  "^ 

The  census  for  the  present  year  took  place  on  the  30th  May, 
and  it  will  be  interesting  to  eee  how  far  tne  actual  results  of  the 
census  agree  with  the  present  estimate  of  the  population. 

75.  The  population  of  Seychellee  has  almost  trebled  during  the  P<y)iil«tion, 
last  50  years,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  comparative  ™^' 

statement : — 


Year. 

Total 
Popn(«tion. 

Increue  daring 
Ten  Years. 

1851          

6841 

_ 

18R1          

7^160 

719 

1871          

ll,l7y 

3,619 

1881          

14,191 

3,012 

1891          

16,440 

2,249 

1900          

20,275 

3,768 

According  to  the  above  figures  the  greatest  increase  has  taken 
place  during  the  last  period,  which  was  only  short  of  ten  years 
by  three  months  and  five  days,  the  census  for  1891  having  been 
held  on  the  5th  April  of  that  year. 

76.  The  birth-i-ate  in  1900  was  30-45  \tei  1,000,  and  the  death-  Birth-rate 
rate  17*05  ;  the  latter  rate  being  1'15  less  than  that  of  Loudon,  snd  death- 
1-7  less  than  that  of  Brighton,  1-U  less  than  that  of  Edinbnrgb,  '*'*■ 
and  12'15  less  than  that  of  Dublin. 

The  total  number  of  arrivals  in  1900  was  900,  and  of  departures 
593,  leaving  a  net  gain  to  the  population  of  307. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  335,  and  of  births  598. 

Of  the  deaths,  120  were  of  children  under  five  years  of  age, 
1,73  of  persons  over  five  years  and  under  70,  and  42  of  persons 


The  high  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  attributable  more  to 
the  ignorance  of  parents  than  to  any  other  cause,  but  also,  in 
the  country  districts,  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  medical 
advice. 

seTS— 6  C  4 
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«ErcHEU.Be.  "iT-  The  following  talile  gives  the  estimated  population  of  the 
1900.  Seychelles  Islands,  aiul  the  birth  ami  death-rates  for  the  hist  fire 
years : — 

Vitd  ~*  ~~ 

■tatittiaa, 

1S%-I900.  Yew. 


1896... 
1897... 


Total 
opnUtion  on  | 
st  DeceDiber. 

Birth  Rate 
per  I.IXX). 

Death  Bate 
per  1.000. 

1H,3IJI 

33-6 

1(10 

1«,639 

33-76 

is-e-f 

19,53f. 

31 -97 

19-311 

l'.t,638 

32-6 

U-07 

20,-.'7ii 

30-45 

17-(I5 

The  birth  and  death-i-ates  from  1896  to  \'<99  differ  ulitrhtly 
from  those  given  in  the  Report  for  1899,  the  fignres  in  that 
report  being  those  furnished  by  the  Medical  Department.  [  have 
thought  it  better  now  to  adopt  the  system  of  calculating  the  rates 
employed  by  the  Cliief  Officer  of  the  Civil  Status. 

78.  The  general  healthiness  of  the  Seychelles  Islands  is  pr(>ve<I 
by  its  lo"*  death-rate,  and  the  records  of  past  years  show  that  the 
di-iest  months  of  the  year,  that  is  May  to  September,  during  which 
the  prevailing  wind  is  the  south-east  trade,  are  usui^y  the  month:' 
when  the  death-rate  is  lowest. 

The  Chief  Medical  Officer  confirms  the  remarks  which  he 
made  in  his  Beport  for  1899  that  deaths  from  dysentery, 
especially  among  young  children,  are  most  common  either  when 
the  streams  are  low  and  the  infusion  of  vegetable  matter  in  the 
streams  is  very  concenti-ated,  ot  after  rain,  when  the  river-beds 
are  stirred  up,  and  this  vegetable  refuse  is  oeing  washed  down  to 
the  sea. 

Further  experience  has  only  confirmed  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  in  his  view  that  malarial  fever  does  not  exist  in  Seychelles. 
The  only  cases  which  have  come  under  his  notice  have  been 
imported,  and  some  of  these  persons  who  landed  at  Seychelles 
seriously  ill  from  malarial  fever  rapidly  improved,  and  had  no 
return  ot  it  so  long  as  they  remained  in  the  islands.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact  that  the  anopheles  mosc^uito,  which  is  stated  to 
be  the  great  a^nt  in  propagating  malana,  is  not  to  be  found  in 
SeycheOes. 

If  regular  monthly  inter-communication  by  steamers  with 
East  Africa  and  Mauritius  is  maintained,  and  a  comfortable  hotel 
or  a  number  ot  small  bungalows  were  buitt  on  the  h^h  ground 
which  overlooks  Victoria,  there   is   no  reason  why  Seychelles, 
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owing  to  the  exceptional  healthineea  of  it«  climate,  should  not  Setcbkluw, 
become   the   aanatorimn   of   Mauritius  and   East   Africa.     The        1^- 
«limate   does   not    appear    to   be   altogether   aaited   to   persons        ^^ 
suffering  from  consumption,  as  stated  or  mv  predecessor  in  his 
Blue  Book  ifeport  for  1894,  and  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  is  of 
■opinion  that  the  extreme  dampness  of  the  climate  might  even 
prove  prejudicial  to  them. 

The  equability  of  the  temperature  would,  however,  be  welcome 
to  persona  with  weak  chests  and  delicate  throats. 

79.  The  constitution  of  the  local  Board  of  Health  for  the  town  P'^'i'^L 
■of  Victoria,  to   which   reference   is   made   under   heading   III.  of'^Ju^ 

Legislature,  paragraph  46,  and  the  allocation  to  this  board  of  an  victoria.  ' 
^annual  sum  of  over  118.20,000  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  instrumental  in 

effecting  several  much  needed  improvements  in  the  town.     The 

latrine  and  scavengerine  services  are  now  carried  out  b;^  ^  contract, 
instead  of  as  hitherto,  by  prison  labour  ;  "teps  are  being  taken  to 
improve  the  drainage  and  water  auuply,  and  the  condition  of  the 
■streets  is  receiving  due  attention.  The  question  of  overcrowding 
will  have  to  be  taken  in  hand.  The  town  is  already  extending 
rapidly  both  north  and  south  along  the  sea,  but  some  day  it  may 
become  necessary  to  reclaim  land  from  the  sea  to  provide  sufficient 
Accommodation  for  the  business  part  of  the  town. 

80.  The  reaulta  of  vaccination  during  the  past  year  have  not  Vaodnation. 
been   i<attsfactory.      The   explanation    must  be   sought   in   the 
mtsnitability  of  the  lymph  now  supplied,  and  in  the  length  of  time 

which  its  passage  from  England  to  Seychelles  takes,  rather  than 
in  any  want  of  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Medical  Department. 
Two  cases  of  lymph,  packed  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  on 
the  28th  November  and  12tb  December,  ISOO,  only  reached 
Seychelles  on  the  13th  February  and,  owing  to  their  detention  at 
Colombo,  awaiting  the  SeycheUes  steamer,  arrived  in  bad 
condition.  The  Chief  Medical  Officer,  reporting  on  the  vaccina- 
tion results  of  the  year,  states  that  out  of  .196  cases,  196  were 
successful  the  first  time,  63  the  second  time,  and  3^  the  third 
time,  whilst  102  were  unsuccessful.  He  adds  that,  in  his  opinion 
the  protection  against  em«ll-pox  afforded  by  vaccination  with  the 
lymph  now  supplied  is  very  poor.  As  small-pox  is  probably  the 
one  disease  to  be  feared  in  Seychelles,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
either  a  less  sensitive  lymph  may  be  available,  which  will  not  be 
injured  by  delays  in  transit,  or  that  a  uew  mail  service  will 
enable  lymph  to  be  forwarded  withont  transhipment,  in  which 
case  it  could  be  stored  in  the  steamer's  cold  room  until  arrival  at 
Tictoria. 

81.  A  great  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  quarantine  Qnaraatine. 
restrictions  in  Seychelles  by  the  passing  of  Ordinance  No.  20  of 

1900,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  paragraph  46,  and  by  the 
reduction  of  the  period  of  quarantine  for  pl^ue  and  cholera  to 
10  and  five  days  respectively.  The  period  of  quarantine  for 
small-pox,  yellow  fever,  and  typhus  is  15,  10,  and  10  days 
respectively.     Workable  quarantine  regulations  have  been  drawn 
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Setchillu,  up  under  the  Quarantine  Ordinances  of  1899  and  1900,  and  the 
1900.        unfortunate   notoriety   which    Seychellea  had   acquired   by  the 

unnecessarily  stringent  nature  of  its  quarantine  lavs  is  now  a 

thing  of  the  past.  Every  care  however,  is  taken  to  ensure  the 
disinfection  of  cargo  and  especially  passeDgers'  clothes.  A  steam 
disinfector  by  Messrs.  Beck  and  Co.,  of  Copenhagen,  which  has  ' 
been  erected  on  the  quarantine  station  at  Long  Is^nd  has,  so  the 
Chief  Medical  Officer  reports,  prored  most  efficient.  Dr.  Denman 
states  that  it  is  easy  to  work  and  does  no  harm  to  the  clothes ; 
that  articles  passed  through  the  disinfector  dry  rapidly,  and  that, 
after  a  few  minutes  exposure  to  the  sun,  they  are  ready  fov  re-  . 
packing. 

ClitnKte.  >^2,  The  climate  of  Seychelles  varies  little  throughout  the  year, 

all  the  islands  being  situated  between  the  parallels  of  4°  and  5"  S. 
latitude.  The  mean  temperature  for  1898  was  79*40,  for  1899 
78-84,  and  for  1900  79-58.  The  coolest,  driest,  and  healthiest 
months  o£  the  year  are  from  June  to  October.  The  heat  of  the 
period  from  November  to  May  is  tempered  by  rain.  What  may 
be  called  the  official  meteorological  observations  are  taken  at  the 
I'ort  Office,  Victoria,  at  a  height  of  20  feet  above  sea  level.  On 
the  hills  where  some  of  the  planters  live,  and  where  there  are 
several  private  houses,  the  rainfall  is  greater  than  in  Victoria, 
and  the  thermometer,  especially  at  night,  registers  several  degrees 
lower. 

Meteoro-  83.  The  following  table  gives  the  rainfall  and  the  maxima  and 

logical  minima  shade  temperature  in  Victoria  for  the  last  live  years  : — 

obeervationa, 

18M-I900. 


Year. 

1 

Rainf&ll. 

Mftximuio 

Hbnde 

Temperature. 

Minimum 

•hade 

Tempwatnre. 

1896 

I 

j         115-08 

87-2 

68-0 

1897 

1         101-98 

88-8 

71-8          ' 

1696 

1           97-63 

82-9 

77-4          1 

1899 

1           88-42 

67-4 

70-0          ; 

1900 

1         110-75 

1 

88-7 

74-1 

Rain  fell  on  145  days  in  1898,  on  162  days  in  1899,  and  on  1 74 
days  in  1900. 

84.  The  prevailing  directions  of  the  wind  are  S,  and  S.E.,  and 
K.  and  N.W.  The  avei-age  force  of  the  wind  during  each  month 
of  1900  is  given-  in  the  following  table.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
the  cool  season,  June  to  October,  is  the  period  dnring  which  the  - 
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-Winds  are  strongest.     The  prevaiUug  wind  during  tliose   munths  Skycuelli 
.  ift  the  south-east  trade.  ]^- 


Month. 

Milen 
hour. 

^    Janntty     

7 

i    February 

.'>6 

:    March        

& 

1    April          

6-1 

'   M.r        

51 

jDne            

'J-4 

.  Jniy        

II-(i 

Angwt      

13-3 

11-6 

,    October     

9-3 

1    NoT«mber 

7-3 

,    December 

4-7 

Seychelles  has  never  been  Ttsited  by  a  cyclone,  bat  the  destruc- 
tive landslip  which  occurred  in  Mahe  on  ttie  12th  October,  1862, 
■  IS  still  vividly  remembered  by  many  of  the  inhabitants. 


VIII.~POSTAL  SERVICE. 

S.**.  The  increase  in  the  postal  business  done  is  1900,  as  shown  Increaae  ii 
from  the  following  table,  again  bears  witness  to  the  expansion  of  PwW 
trade  in  Seychelles.     The  increase  of  31,126  in  the  number  of '""'"*^ 
letters  received  and  aent  in  1900  as  compared  witL  the  number 
received  and  Bent  in  1899  is  partly  due  also  to  the  introduction  of 
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SiYCKELLBs,  the  pennj'  poet,  which  has  not  resulted  in  the  loss  of  revenue' 
1900,        prophesied  at  the  time. 


Year     

18%. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Letters  r«ceiv«d      

12,056 

12,665 

22,530 

28,544 

57,83! 

Letters  tent 

16.991 

13,804 

33,000 

38,040 

39,879 

ceived. 
Newspaperts  samples,  Ac,  sent 

4,086 

4,033 

18,930 

47,640 

5'.i,S79 

754 

560 

575 

6,810 

2.760 

Farcele  received        

166 

273 

333 

259 

393 

Parcels  sent 

417 

460 

804 

392 

422 

Money  Orders  issued 

25,912 

36,661 

Bb. 

44,953 

Be. 
62,673 

Es. 

95,296 

Money  Ocden  paid 

24,406 

41,226 

14,194 

22,320 

1C.315 

The  total  number  of  letters,  newspapers,  &c.,  and  parcel:; 
glassing  through  the  post  office  exceeded  in  1900  by  31,126  the 
number  in  1899,  while  the  value  of  the  money  order  business 


done  last  year  was  greater  by  Ba.  26,612  than  it  was  the  year 
previous.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Department  that  the 
additional  work  which  this  growth  in  the  post  office  business 
entailed  was  efficiently  performed  without  any  permanent  additiou 
to  the  post  office  staff. 
Mail  service,  86.  From  February,  1900,  the  inward  mails  were  brought 
to  Seychelles  every  four  weeks  from  Colombo  by  steamers  of  the 
British  India  Steamship  Company  under  an  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  Crown  Agents  on  behalf  o£  Mauritius  and  Seychelles, 
and  the  outward  mnils  were  carried  by  steamers  belonging  to  the 
same  Company  direct  from  Seychelles  to  Aden.  This  mail 
service  was  performed  throughout  the  year  with  'commendable 
punctuality.  In  addition  to  this  mail  service,  subsidiBed  partly 
by  the  Imperial  Goveraraent,  and  partly  by  the  Mauritius  and 
Seychelles  Governments,  steamers  ot  the  British  India  Company, 
trading  between  India  and  the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  generally 
called  at  Seycheliew  on  their  outwai-d  and  homeward  voyages,  and 
thus  gave  Seychelles  the  advantages  of  postal  communication  with 
India  and  Africa.  The  agi-eement  with  the  British  India 
Company  was  terminated  at  their  own  request  at  the  end  of  one 
year  from  its  taking;  effect,  but  it  was  renewed  for  twelve  weeks 
more  so  that  other  ammgements  might  be  made. 
Inlaudpoakal  "*".  The  absence  of  an  inland  postal  system,  to  which  reference 
service  ^vas  made  in  the  Report  for  1899,  has  no  longer  to  be  deplored. 
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The  neceesary  Rdgnlatioas,  uoder  the  Post  Office  Amendmeut  Seychbllm, 
Ordinance,  were  drawn  up  in  1900,  and,  tlianke  to  the  co-operation        IWnJ. 
■of  merchants  and  traders  who  have  allowed  letter-boxes  to  be        

J  laced  on  their  premises,  in  addition  to  those  set  up  at  the 
iatrict  police  stations,  an  internal  postal  service  was  brought  into 
force  on  the  Ist  January,  1901.  The  results  of  this  service  will 
be  dealt  with  in  the  next  Blue  Book  Beport,  but  the  local  post 
appears  to  have  been  started  on  a  sound  system,  and  to  be  likely 
to  prove  a  success. 

88.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Eastern  and  South  African  Tel^;»pb 
Tete^Taph  Coa»)aay,  I  am  able  to  give  the  following  interesting  ata^stic^- 
table  showing  the  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  cablegraips 
-(excluBive   of  Reuter's)  received   at,  and  despatched  from,  the 
Company's  office  in  Victoria,  Mahe,  for  the  six  years  ending  on 
the  3l8t  March,  1901 :— 


Tear  ending  3Ut  March.           1696.    1697.    1696. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Namber  of  cablearams  raoeived     1,168  '  1,435    1,74& 

1,767    1,967 

2,244 

That  the  number  of  cablegrams  received  and  despatched 
should  practically-  have  doubled  in  six  years  is  a  ei^iiioant 
fact,  and  it  will  oe  noted  tltat  this  increase  is  coioui^nt  with 
the  increase  in  postal  statistics,  in  the  returns  of  imports  and 
exports,  and  in  the  revenue  of  Seychelles. 

89.  The  Seychelles  Govenunent  pays  the  Tielegraph  Company  Tal^iaph 
Rb.  1 5,000  a  year  as  its  contribution  for  the  mamtenanoe  of  •"''""^y- 
telegraphic  communication  between  Seychelles  and  Mauritius  and 
Seychelles  and  Zanzibar,  and  under  an  agreement,  dated  the 
29th  March,  1893,  this  sum  is  payable  for  20  years.  Seychelles 
Also  pays  Bb.750  a  year,  under  an  agreement  of  t^e  23rd  July, 
1896,  made  between  the  Crown  Agents  on  behalf  of  Seychelles  and 
Renter's  Telegraph  Company,  for  a  daily  supply  of  telegrams  on 
matters  of  gener^  interest.  This  agreement  can  be  cancelled  on 
six  months'  notice  being  given  in  any  year  before  the  1st  of 
September. 


IX.— GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

fO.  The  most  important  changes  which  occurred  during  the  Constitu- 
year,  though  not  the  most  noticed,  were  the  substitution  of  the  ^^ 
Legal  Adviser  for  the  Judge  as  senior  member  of  the  Executive     ""8^. 
and  Legislative  Councils,  and  the  limitation  to  three  years  of  the 
tenure  oj  nnofficia!  members   of   their  seats  in  the    Legislative 
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•■1^^"*^  CouncU.  These  cliaaffes,  which  were  effected  by  additioDftF 
1900.  Ro^al  Inetructions  of  flie  13th  July,  1900,  hare  given  peneraT 
~~~        aatufaction,  and  have  worked  well. 

Losn  works.  9j_  Excellent  proereSB  was  made  last  year  in  the  construction 
of  roads  out  of  the  Imperial  loan  of  £20,000.  to  which  reference- 
is  made  in  paragraph  10  of  this  report.  During  1900  R8.d,-122 
were  expended  in  connection  with  the  surrey  of  M aht>  which  has 
now  been  completed,  whilst  the  cost  of  road  work  amounted  to 
Rb.23,564.85,  giving  a  total  expenditure  from  loan  fimds  of 
IU.28,986.87. 

The  original  programme  of  new  rftad  work  for  the  year  was- 
completed  at  the  end  of  September,  and,  during  the  remaining- 
quarter  of  the  year,  additional  new  road  work  was  satisfactorily 
carried  out.  This  resultwasdueto  the  road  gangs  being  composed 
of  carefully  selected  labourers  ;  to  competent  overseers  being 
placed  in  charge  ;  and  to  constant  and  vigilant  supervision  beii^ 
exercised  by  the  responsible  officers  of  the  Public  Works 
department. 

Upkeep  of         92.  In  addition  to  what  are  teimed  "  loan  works,"  /.c,  the 
roads.  construction  of  new  roads,  good  work  ha.s  been  done  in  maintain- 

ing in  order  the  existing  roads. 

Cantonmers.  ^'^-  Thirty  cuitonniers,  each  of  whom  was  assigned  a  certaio- 
length  of  road  to  keep  in  order,  were  employed  during  the  year, 
and,  with  constant  auperrisioD  and  occasional  assistance  from 
road  gangfl,  kept  the  roads  in  a  creditable  condition. 

Eiisting  94.  In  Mahf-  the  following  roads  now  exist :  13  miles  of  first 

roads  in         class  roads,  fit  for  wheeled  traffic,  40  miles  of  second  clajs  roadsr 
sLoMs.  jjig  gradients  of  many  of  which,  owing  to  the  hilly  country  which 

they  traverse,  are  too  great  to  admit  of  wheeled  traffic,  but  can 
be  ridden  over.  One  and  a  half  miles  of  streets  in  Victoria,  tlie 
capital  of  Mahe ;  50  miles  of  footpaths  throughout  the  islandii, 
used  for  traffic  on  foot  only. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  total  outlay  in  conetnicting  roads  during 
the  last  thirty  years  is  not  less  than  Rb.  618,000. 

Bittes  of  9^-  The  extension  of  vanilla  plantations  has  resulted  in  a  slight 

Wages.  increase  of  wages  during  the  year,  the  competition  among  planter:; 

for  labourers  becoming  keener,  but  an  ordinary  estate  labourer 
still  only  gets  from  Rs.  144  to  Rs.  192  a  year  without  rations^  ' 
although  the  number  of  men  employed  at  this  lower  rate  is  less 
than  it  was.  The  wages  of  male  domestic  servants  vary  from 
Rs,  192  to  Rs.  240  a  year,  whilst  a  few  of  the  beat  servants  can 
command  Rs.  25  a  month  and  more.  The  wages  of  carpenters 
varr  from  Rs.  240  to  Rs.  360  a  vear  ;  of  masons,  from  Rs.  240 
to  Rs.  400 ;  and  of  blacksmiths,  from  Rs.  300  to  Rs.  480.  Duck 
labourers  are  paid  from  Be.  1.25  to  Bs.  2  a  day. 
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9f>.  Seychelles   is   DOt  adapted   for   white   labourers,  though  SEvCHELLn, 
Europeans  do  well  ae  managers  ni   estates,   and   as  owDers  of        ^900. 
property.     The  extreme  healthiness  of   the   climate   admits   of        ~~' 
persons  living  an  outdoor  life  without  the  bad  effects  which  are  ^y™^'^ 
generaily  caused  by  exposure  in  tropical  countries,     Europeans,  Knronean**'^ 
providea  they  are  temperate,  live  regular  lives,  and  wear  during  pjantoTH  and 
the  day  suitable  sun  helmets,  can  enjoy  the  same  measure  of  good  mant^cem, 
health  as  they  have  done  in  their  own  countries.  '"'*  "o* 

_    _,  .  ,  ,  ...      European 

9*.  tor  a  man  of  energy,  perseverance,  and  temperate  habits  labourers. 
Seychelles  affords  as   good   an   opening   as  any  other   tropical  Openings  for 
■colony.     But   he   must  be    provided  with    Bufficient   capital  to  capical. 
enable  him  to  buy  land  outright,  and  to  wait  until  the  crops  give 
a  return. 

He  must  live  on  his  estate,  and  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  peculiarities  of  each  vanilla  vine,  as  well  as  those  of 
his  labourers.  He  must  be  ready  to  learn,  and  to  make  use  of 
his  knowledge  when  acquired.  He  should  not  rely,  as  many 
planters  do,  on  the  somewhat  capricious  return  which  a  vanilla 
plantation  gives,  but  endeavour  to  plant  up  his  estate  with  other 
tropical  products  for  which  the  climate  and  soil  of  Seychelles 
are  well  suited.  He  should,  in  fact,  be  guided  bv  the  same 
principles  which  actuate  the  skilled  agncuHuriet  in  England  and 
other  countries,  and  remember  that  the  chief  elements  of  success 
are  patience  and  hard  work, 

E.  B,  Swebt-Ebcott, 

Adminittrator, 

■fiovemment  House, 
Seychelles, 

July  15th,  1901. 
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The  followu^g,  among  other,  reports  relatinf;  to  Hie  Msjest^'a 
Colonial  Posseasiona  have  been  issued,  and  ma;  be  obtained  from 
tbe  sonrces  indicated  on  tlia  title  page  : — 


No. 

Colony. 

Tw. 

343 

BuDtoUnd 

1900-1901 

344 

Gold  Coaat 

1900 

346 

Grenada 

346 

Northern  Nig>ri« 

1900-1901 

347 

Britirii  SolomoD  laUnds         

348 

^i^h  G^ium  ."! 

1900 

349 

1900-1901 

360 

St.  Tinoeni 

1900 

361 

Jamaica 

1900-1901 

362 

CO.-OB  Manda    ... 

1901 

363 

Bonthem  Nigeria 

J900 

364 

Bermuda 

1901 

366 

Gambia 

366 

Falkland  Ixlauds 

367 

Northern  Territories  of  the  Gold  Co»l      

366 

Malta      

369 

Gibraltar 

360 

36! 

Sierra  Iteone     ... 

362 

363 

Tarks  and  CaiooB  lalanda       

" 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. 

Colony, 

Sobject 

1 

GoldCoaat        

Economic  Agricnltnre. 

2 

Znlntond 

Fore.1*. 

3 

Sierra  Leone      

Geolc^  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada   

Emigration. 

6 

Bahaniu 

aiaal  IndDBtry. 

6 

Bong  Kong       

Newfoundland 

Bqbouic  PlafUB. 

7 

Mineral  BowurceB. 

8 

Western  Pacific 

Kitiab  Solomon  lalanda. 

9 

Agiionltiire. 

10 

Virgin  lalaiids 

11 

Grenada 

Agriooltnto  in  Carriacou. 

12 

AnsoiUa 

Vital  Btatiataca,  1898. 

13 

CookLiluidB     

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Babaaw. 

t^bwXndiMry- 

15 

Canada   

Legal  Sta&u.  of  Oitiah  North 

16 

UediralBefnti 

17 

Gilb«rtaod£Uio»I<knd>,      ... 

B«p<irt.f«r  I89&1900 

18 

Hong  Kong      

UMnt  on  Opeflttiona  in  Now 
IVaritwy  during  1900. 

19 

HiMell>n«(M-aC<doHC< 

M«dii)al  Rsporte. 

80 

WeiHaiWei 

General  B^)ort. 
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No.  364. 
SEYCHELLES. 

(For  Beport  for  1900,  me  No.  333.) 


AincmKTRATOB  E.  B.  Swzbt  Escorr  to  Mr.  CHAUBseLAiti. 

CbTenun«nt  House,  Seychelles, 

letLJnly,  ld02. 
Sir, 

I  HATR  ihe  honour  to  forward  my  Beport  on  liie  Blue 
Book  of  the  Seychellee  iBlands  for  the  year  1901. 

S.  I  have  annexed  to  this  Heport  a  carefnlly  prepared  and 
interesting  B«port  by  Mr.  B.  Bupont,  Curator  of  the  Botanic 
Station,  on  the  woik  of  the  station  during  the  last  year,  and  on 
the  agricultural  capebiUtieB  <A  these  lalands.  As  the  informa- 
tion which  this  Beport  contains  has  not  boen  previously  pub- 
lished, I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  Mr.  Dupont's  Report  may  be 
printed  as  an  aunexure  to  my  Blue  Book  Beport. 

I  hare,  &c., 

E.  B.  Sweet  Escott, 

Administrator. 


1S618*— 76— 8/1K3    Wt  38016    DftS— 6 
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REPORT  ON   THE  SEYCHELLES   BLUE   BOOK 
FOR  1901. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 

BoTenne.  1.  For  the  seventh  year  in  euccessioa  the  Revenue  of  Seychelles 

exceeded  the  Expenditure,  and  for  the  sixth  time  the  Revenue 
has  been  greater  than  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

In  1900,  the  Revenue  of  Seychelles  was  Ra.  399,311.65,  or 
Rs.  36,520.69  more  than  was  collected  in  1899.  In  1901  the 
total  Revenue  rose  toRs.  486,323.98,  that  is  Rs.  87.012.33  more 
than  the  Revenue  for  1900,  and  only  Rs.  1,281  less  than  double 
the  Revenue  collected  in  1896. 

EzpeDditnre  2.  The  total  Expenditure,  exclusive  of  the  coet  of  works 
(survey  and  map  of  Mah6  and  construction  of  roads)  defrayed 
from  Loan  Funds  and  amounting  to  Rs.  23,062.32,  was 
Rs.  401,821.57,  so  that  on  the  transactions  of  the  year  1901  there 
was  a  surplus  in  favour  of  Revenue  of  Rs.  84,502.41.  When  it 
is  borne  in  mind  that  the  Revenue  of  Seychelles  in  1871  was 
only  Ks.  74,709,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  change  which  haa 
taJfen  place  in  thirty  years  in  the  financial  position  of  these 
Islands  is  remarkable. 

Total  3.  The  following  table  gives  the  total  Revenue  and  Expendi- 

reTenne  and    ^^^.^  ^f  Seychelles  for  the  last  five  years :  — 


Tear. 

Revenue. 

j   EzpeuditiiTe. 

Bb. 

Rs. 

1897      ... 

296,171 

269,066 

1898      ... 

316,178 

276,365 

1899    •... 

..  '     362,791 

1       268,907 

1900      ... 

..  1     399,311 

1       361,919        1 

1901      ... 

,     486,383 

1 

!       401,621 

Sevenue  and  4.  On  the  1st  January,  1901,  the  Local  Board  of  Health  for  ihe 
«zpenditar»  Central  District  of  M^4,  i.e.,  the  toiwn  of  Victoria,  came  into 
B^lrf  Iwing.  ^^  ill  *lie  total  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  Seychelles 
HMlth  ^^^  included  the  funds  allocated  to,  and  the  expenditure  incurred 

'Oontnl'  by,  the  Board.     The  sources  of  Revenue  aasigned  to  the  Board 

Dirtriot        in   1901  produced  Rs.  29,617.75   and  the  Expenditure  of  the 

Board  amounted  to  Rs.  18,470.77,  leaving  a  surplus  of  Revenue 

8t  llie  end  of  the  year  of  Rs.  11,146.98. 
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6.  In  the  following  comparative  statement  of  the  Bevenue  for  Details  of 
1900  and  1901,  the  Revenue  of  the  Local  Board  of  H*;alth  is  J!T;^"J^ 
shown  in  a  separate  column: —  j^^j^ 

Gbnbbal  Rbvekue. 


Heads  of  Recaipta. 

1900. 

1901. 

Local  Board 

of  Health 

Bevenae, 

1901. 

Total      ■ 
Geaeral 
and  Local 

1901. 

Ba.    eto. 

Bs.    eta. 

Ba.    Ota. 

Ba.    Ota. 

1.  Cnstonu 

229,121  86 

263,402  96 

263,402  96 

2.  Pilotage  utd  Har- 

6,408 20 

6,544  44 

— 

5,644  44 

bour  DOOB. 

S.  Lioeiuea,  ftc.       ... 

43,614  43 

35,649  45 

2I,7H  60 

57.403  95 

4.  Tai-w       

46,328  71 

54,909  97 

6,166  01 

60,065  98 

6.  Fees  of   Coort  or 

33,040  79 

25,972  87 

2,681  70 

28,664  07 

Office,  &c. 

6.  Post  Office 

16.043  86 

23,381  84 

23,381  84 

7.  BentB  of  Oovera- 

10,316  06 

17,349  78 

17,349  78 

ment  Property. 

8.  Intereat    .."     ... 

2.646  88 

8,326  23 

8,325  23 

13,788  SS 

22,170  19 

125  54 

22,296  73 

Total 

399,311  66 

466,706  23 

29,61776  -= 

486,323  98 

6.  The  Revenue  of  1901,  compared  with  that  of  1900,  shows  Oanaea  of 
an  increase  under  each  head  of  reoeipt  except  "  Pilotage  and  Increaae  in 
Harbour  Dues,"  and  "Fees  of  Court  or  Office,  Ac,"  and  the  1901. 
actual   receipts   under  these  two  heads   are   greater  than  the 
estimated  receipts  for  the  year.     l%e  increase  under  "  Customs  " 
is  partly  due  to  the  greater  quantity  of  goods  imported  and 
guano  exported,  and  psMly  to  the  re-arrangement  of  the  tariff 
by  Ordinance  No.  29  of  1900. 

The  greater  attmber  cS.  licenses  taken  out  in  1901,  the  increase 
from  Rs.  15  to  Rs.  100  made  1^  Ordinance  ^o.  21  of  1900  in 
the  six-monthly  license  duty  payable  by  vanilla  buyers,  the 
additional  license  of  Re.  30  for  every  six  months  required  by 
Ordinance  Ko.  8  of  1901  from  retailers  of  spirits,  wine,  and 
beer,  and  a  slight  change  in  fishing  licenses  effected  1^  Ordi- 
nance No.  20  of  1901,  are  the  causes  of  the  additional  total 
Revenue  raised  from  "  LiceAses,  &c." 

The  operation  of  the  Consolidating  Local  Rate  Oniinance, 
Ko.  16  of  1900,  is  mainly  accountable  for  the  increase  in  receipts 
under  "  Taxes." 

The  growing  postal  business  of  Seychelles,  the  successful  in- 
troduction of  an  internal  postal  system,  the  transmission  by 
11518  i  3 
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parcel  post  of  a  <M)ii8iderable  quantitcjr  of  TaniUa,  an  unOBuaUy 
large  sale  of  stamps  to  stamp  coUectorB  and  to  potsodb  wlio  now 
purchase  stamps  for  sale  to  the  pablio,  receiTinfr  from  the  CbTem. 
ment  a  commission  of  5  per  cent.,  account  for  the  increase  in 
"  Poet  Office  "  receipts. 

The  larger  extent  of  Crown  land  under  lease,  the  greater 
amount  of  surplus  funds  invested,  amd  the  royalty  of  Bs.  b  a  ton 
which,  under  an  agreement  with  the  GoTemment  is  now  paid 
on  a  minimum  of  3,000  tons  of  guano  to  be  taken  annually  &om 
the  Amirantes  Islands,  caused  an  increase  in  the  Bevenne  de- 
rived from  "  Rents  of  Government  Proper^,"  "  Interest,"  and 
"  Miscellaneous  "  respectively. 

Details  ol  '''-  ^^  ^^  following  comparative  statement  of  disbursements 

expenditure,  the  expenditure  of  Seychelles  for  1901  from  General  Revenue 
1900  and        Ftinda  only  is  given,  the  expenditure  of  the  Local  Board  of 
Health  for  the  Central  District  being  detailed  in  paragraph  9. 


1901. 


General  Expenditube. 


Heads  of  Serrioe. 

1900. 

1901. 

Rs. 

ots. 

Bs. 

eta. 

1.  Cha«6  on  accfrant  of  Public  Debt 

2.  PenMons  and  Gtatnitiei       

56,526 

38 

14,816 

26 

12,096 

40 

14,678 

76 

3.  AdroiniBtrator  and  Legislature       

23,521 

67 

20,880 

63 

16,348 

93 

17,526 

93 

meat 

5.  Audit  Department    ...        ...        

3,557 

42 

H^. 

82 

10,028 

49 

11,739 

66 

7.  Lepii  Uepartment      

25,816 

43 

29,666 

88 

8.  Police  Department     ... 

28,991 

14 

29,256 

77 

10,026 

78 

11,598 

29 

10.  Medical  Department              

21,852 

04 

28,966 

16 

11    Sanitary  and  Board  of  Haaltb        

8,258 

80 

12.  Eccleaiwtical  Departmaiit 

^'^l 

98 

^2'S^ 

98 

16.723 

36 

^?'^I 

Sfl 

14.  Printina  Department 

15.  Poat  Office  Department        

3,368 

10 

4,666 

73 

6,438 

02 

9,074 

76 

16.  Tranaport       

25 

00 

847 

45 

4,163 

56 

— 

17a.  Botanic  BtaUon         

7,878 

30 

18.  Eubange 

4,841 

94 

3,486 

76 

19.  MiBoellaneons 

21,418 

94 

21,189 

11 

26,200 

31 

46,321 

38 

21.  PnbUc  Works  Department 

9,212 

86 

15,439 

60 

22.  Pablio  Works,  ttoonrrent     

18,002 

39 

21,222 

46 

17,610 

64 

40,649 

93 

Total       

361,919 

71 

383,350 

80 
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8.  The  sum  of  Rs.  14,816.25  under  "  Charge  on  Account  of  EzpUnttioiw 
Public  Debt "  represents  the  annuity  of  principal  and  interest  **  *<>  IWl 
combined  on  the  Imperial  Loan  of  £20,000.  The  amount  paid"P«"^*"^ 
under  this  head  in  1900  was  the  balance  of  a  debt  to  Mauritius 
which  dated  back  to  1871  when  the  finances  of  Seychelles  were 
under  the  control  of  the  Hauritius  Government.  The  separation 
of  the  finance  tcxtk  place  in  1872,  but,  at  the  time  of  separation, 
Seychelles  was  debited  with  a  sum  of  £3,649  18f.  bd.,  which,  on 
the  31st  of  March,  1886,  had  increased  to  Its.  105,363.23.  From 
that  date  onwards  the  debt  was  paid  oft  by  annual  instalments 
until  final  extinction  in  April,  1900.  The  increase  under  "  Legal 
Department "  mainly  results  from  the  creation  of  the  offices  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  that  under  "  Medical  Department " 
from  a  rearran|^ment  of  the  staff,  the  purchase  of  drugs  for  sale 
to  the  public  rendered  necessary  by  the  closing  of  the  only 
chemist's  shop  in  Seychelles,  and  Uie  transfer  of  the  cost  of 
quarantine  services  to  the  vote  for  the  Medical  Department. 

FrvviBion  for  "  Sanitary  and  Board  of  Health,"  excluding 
quarantine  services,  was  contained  in  the  estimates  for  the  new 
Local  Board  of  H^th,  and  the  above  heading  now  disappears 
from  the  Estimates. 

The  increase  in  the  Education  vote  was  due  to  the  raising  of 
the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Schools,  the  better  payment  at 
monitors  in  the  Yictoria  School,  the  addition  of  upwards  of 
Bb.  2,000  to  the  granta  for  Aided  Schools,  and  the  creation  of 
an  Infant  School  in  connection  with  the  Yictoria  School.  The 
estabHshmeni  of  an  internal  postal  system  is  mainly  responsible 
for  the  increase  under  Post  Office-  Department.  The  Crown 
Lands  Department  was  merged  last  year  in  the  Public  "Works 
Department,  and  this  change  and  the  new  appointment  of  an 
assistant  surveyor  account  for  the  increased  expenditure  in  the 
latter  department. 

The  expenditure  under  the  heading  "  Miscellaneous,"  whicb 
agaiu  was  considerably  in  excess  of  the  Estimate  for  the  year, 
although  slightly  less  than  tiiat  of  the  previous  year,  included 
the  sums  of  Bs.  2,905.77  for  destruction  of  rats,  Bs.  1,000  for  an 
agricultural  exhibition,  and  Rs.  7,500  as  the  contributi(Hi  of 
Seychelles  to  the  Victoria  Imperial  Memorial  Fund.  For  ?!'>ne 
of  these  services  had  provision  been  made  in  the  Estimates. 

The  subsidy  to  the  British  India  Company  from  April  t» 
December,  1900,  was  only  paid  1^  the  Crown  Agents  in  1901, 
end  this  deferred  payment  caused  an  unexpected  excess  od 
the  vote  for  "  Telegraph  and  Steamer  Subsidies."  The  construc- 
tion of  quarters  and  offices  for  the  Assiatant  Medical  Officers  and 
Justices  at  the  Peace  at  Praslin  and  Anse  Royale,  South  Mahe ; 
the  completion  of  a  newEi^s  warehouse  in-stone;  the  transfar 
of  the  Leper  A^lum  and  Pauper  Camp  from  Curieuse  Island 

WIS  A  4 
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near  Fraslin ;  the  purohiwe  aod  laying  down  of  pipes  for  a  water 

snpplj  at  Baie  St.  A  Tine,  Fraslin;  oad  at  Anae  Boyale,  South 

iiahi- — these  services  mainly  account  for  the  expenditure  under 

"  Public  Works   Extraordinary "   in   1901   ezceedinff  that  for 

1900,  although  it  was  some  Bb.  16,000  less  than  the  amount 

estimated  to  be  expended  during  the  year. 

DeUilaof  9.  The  expenditure  of  the  Local   Board  of  Health  for  the 

Ji'^^^'^  Central  District  (Town  of  Victoria)  was  in  proviouB  years  pro- 

C^t^^      vided  for  under  tie  heading  "  Sanitary  and  Board  of  Health," 

Diitrict,         which  also  included  proriaion  for  quarantine  services. 


expeni 

mi. 


idittir«, 


In  1900  the  expenditure  under  this  heeding  was  B«.  8^8.80, 
of  which  Kb.  1,180.33  were  devoted  to  quarantine  services.  From 
the  following  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expenditure  on 
the  town  of  Victoria  was  Rs.  18,470.77,  or  Es.  11,392.30  more 
than  that  of  1900.  For  1903  the  estimated  expenditure  is 
Bs.  29,083. 


Expenditure  of  Local  Board  of  ffeaUk,   Central  Diitrict. 


Head  of  Serrioe. 

1901. 

Bs.    eta. 

Loom  Board  of  Health  Staff  and 

3,697  60 

Office  BxpeoMS. 

Btwets        \Z^ 

8,116  04 

1,437  63 

Fire  DepMtSient     

30  00 

Huket  and  SUnghter-booM 

1,04S82 

2,54fi  47 

Water  Supply  •        

Total 

1,701  31 

18,470  77 

Oban^  in 


10.  The  only  changes  made  in  taxation  were  the  imposition  of 
an  additional  duty  of  Its.  20  for  a  six-monthly  license  for  the  aale 
by  retail  of  spirits,  wine,  and  beer  to  be  consumed  on  the  pre- 
mises, and  the  raising  from  Bs.  80  to  Bb.  100  of  the  six-monthly 
licenses  of  hotel,  tavern,  and  restaurant  keepers,  a  slight  altera- 
tion in  iishing  licenses,  and  a  reedjustmeut  of  Harbour  Dues. 

11.  On  the  81st  December,  1901,  the  Assets  of  Seychellra 
exceeded  its  Liabilities  by  Bs.  328,637.84.  If  to  this  sum  is 
added  the  surplus  of  Asseto  over  Liabilities  of  the  Local  Board 
of  Health  for  the  Central  District  of  Mah4,  amounting  to 
Bs.  11,124.38,  the  total  surplus  is  Rb.  339,762.22  or  Bs.  23,686.41 
more  than  the  total  Bevenne  of  Seychelles  for  any  year  up  to 
and  including  the  year  1898. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  of  Seychelles  as  regards 
its  Assets  and  Liabilities  from  1884  to  1901  :  — 
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Tew 

Amount. 

Bemu-ks. 

B>.    ctB. 

SlBt  Deoember, 

1BB4    ... 

90,651  92 

Exoen  of  LUhilitias  over  Asseti. 

1886    ... 

64,108  29 

J  886    ... 

46,S8S  29 

1887    ... 

8,777  38 

1888    ... 

2,602  40 

1889    ... 

9,653  07 

„ 

1890    ... 

12,512  96 

ti                      » 

1893    ... 

11,718  34 

1894    ... 

37,035  U 

,, 

1895    ... 

13,126  96 

16,488  01 

1897    ... 

2.017  0* 

Snrplns  of  Asaeto  otot  liabilities. 

„ 

1898    ... 

67.436  73 

1900    ... 

236.613  86 

" 

1901    ... 

339,762  22« 

" 

12.  The  inTestmentA  of  the  G-oTenuaeiLt,  whicli  on  ihe  'Hat  iBTertmcnta. 
December,  1899,  were  only  Kb.  22,360,  amounted  on  the  31st 
December,  1900,  to  Us.  239,268.48,  and  cm  the  Slat  December, 

1901,  to  Bs.  260,378.71. 

13.  The  Public  Debt  of  Seychellea,   ctHiBistiiig  of  ihe  loan  Pnblie  Debt 
from  the  Imperial  Treasuiy  of  £20,000  (Bb.  300,000)  under  the 
Colonial  Lobjlb  Act,  1899,  and  SeychelleB  Ordinance  "So.  1  of 

1900,  for  the  construction  <rf  new  rmide  in,  and  for  th6  aurvey  of,  ,      , 

the  Island  of  MaJi£,  on  the  31st  December  last  was  Ea.  286,183.76, 

Uie  first  annaal  repayment  of  principal  and  interest  combined, 

amounting  to  £987  16s.  Od.  (Bs.  14,816.26)  haying  been  made  in 

April,  1901,  or  one  year  after  the  actual  raising  of  the  loan. 

The  last  payment  of  this  annuity  is  due  on  the  26^1  April,  1930.  ..,.: 

He  following  statement  ahows  &e  expenditure  from  Loan  Funds 

from  1897  to  1901  inclusive:  — 

Loan  Fiiit& 
evpendttuK 
18ntol9(H 


Tmt. 

Boad 
ConatrnctioD. 

Surrey  of 
Hab«. 

Totals. 

1B»7 

1899!!!     !!!     !!!     !!! 

1900 

ITOl 

6%.      ets. 
10.119    22 
10U70    78 
106,303    22 
25,567    26 
22,062    65 

iU.    ets. 

116    26 

8,804    18 

8.419  23 

6.420  52 
999    87 

Bb.     ct*. 
10,234    47 
110.174    96 
114,722    45 
28,987    77 
^062    32 

ToUl       

263,423    12 

23,758    86 

287,181     97 
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At  the  end  of  1901  the  balance  of  the  Loan  was  Bb.  13318-03, 
and  this  sum,  it  ie  estimated,  will  be  exhausted  towards  tiie  close 
of  the  third  quarter  of  the  current  year. 

14.  The  financial  results  of  the  last  two  years  may  be  briefly 

"^'**  "f       summarised  as  follows :  — 
1900  tnd 

l«l.  Revenue,  greater  by  Rs.  123,532.92  than  it  was  in  1899; 

surplus  of  Assets  over  Liabilities  increased  by  Rs.  213,335.96 ; 

luvestmeais  increased    by    Rs.   228,028.71 ;    and    Interest  on 

Investments  by  Rs.  7,614.63 ;    whilst  in  all  departments  there 

has  been  a  rearrangement  of  salaries  and  in  most  an  increase 

of  staff  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  Service.     ImproTements  in 

many  directions  have  been  carried  out,  involving  considerable 

expenditure,  and  a  Botanical  Department  established.     Lastly, 

the  expenditure  for  "Public  Works  Recurrent"  and  "Public 

Works  Extraordinary,"  which  for  the  years  1898  and  1899  was 

Rs.  64,294.88,  totalled   for  1900  and    1901   Rs.    97,386.42,   or 

Rs.  43,090.64  more. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facta,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
the  present  financial  position  of  Seychelles  may  be  r^arded  as 
satisfactory,  and  the  future  can.  be  faced  with  confidence. 


Ii.— TRADE,  AGRICULTURE    AND    INDUSTRIES. 

(A.)  Impobtb  and  Exports. 

15.  The'  declared  value  orf  imports  ia.  1901  amounted  to 
Ra.  1,149,646,  being  greater  by  Bs.  168,736  than  the  declared 
value  of  impOTts  in  1900,  and  by  Rs.  166,980  than  the  declared 
value  of  imports  in  any  previous  year. 

16.  The  declared  value  ot  exports  was  Ra.  1,417,615,  ot 
Rs.  381,354  more  than  the  declared  value  oi  exports  in  1900, 
but  less  than  the  declared  value  of  exports  in  1^6,  1897,  and 
1899. 

If  there  had  not  been  a  marked  falling  off  in  the  value  of 
vanilla  ^e  total  value  of  exports  in  1901  would  have  largely 
exceeded  the  total  value  of  any  previous  year.  In  1899  the 
quantity  oi  vanilla  exported  was  41,835  kilos.,  or  more  than  in 
any  previous  year,  and  its  declared  value  was  Rs.  1,338,720.  Itt 
1901  -Uie  quantity  exported  was  no  less  than  71,899  kilos. ;  but 
its  declared  value  was  only  Rs.  1,108,792,  so  that  although 
more  vanilla  by  30,064  kilos,  was  exported  in  1901  than  in 
1899,  its  declared  value  at  the  Customs  was  less  by  Rs.  229,928 
than  the  declared  valne  of  the  vanilla  in  1899. 
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Tlie  aotu^  value  waa  probably  even  lower,  for,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  declared  value  was  lU.  8  a  lb.,  whereas  the  actual  value 
did  not  probably  exceed  Rs.  6  a  lb. 

17.  In  the  following  taUe  are  given  the  total  values  of  Oompantivs 
imports,  with  and  without  specie,  for  the  last  five  years :  —  **^'^  o^  ^- 

_  ports  emd 


exports, 

Impoita 

Imports 

ExpoctB 

Exports       1897-1901 

Tear. 

without 

^th 

without 

'mth 

specie 

specie. 

apede. 

spede. 

Eb. 

Ra. 

Bs. 

Be. 

1897           

942,017 

1,222,411 

1,603,701 

1,667,296 

1698 

889,041 

1,009,640 

1,278,882 

1,381,614 

1899           

984,666 

1,041,890 

1,853,362 

1,897,662 

19O0           

980,911 

1,000,911 

1,086,161 

1,062,211 

1901           

1,149,646 

1,210,646 

1,417,615 

1,483,246 

18,  The  following  table  ^ves  a  comparative  statement  of  the  OomparatiTO 
principal  articles  imported  in  1900  and  1901,  and  the~oountries  of  table  of 
origin : —  jMrincipal 

importa, 
1900,  1901. 
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19.  The  value  of  imports  dimn?  the  last  five  years  from  thoee  OompamtiTe 
countrieB  from  wMch  Seychelles  principally  drawe  its  supplies  table  of 
is  given  in  the  followng  table:  —  imports  from 


Oonntry. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

conntnw, 
1901.       1897  to  1901 

United  Kingdom 
India     ...        ... 

Manritiae 
Pranoe  

248,798 
235,144 
127,661 
104,519 

Be. 

136,550 
317,123 
137,K)2 
131,496 

Kb. 
323,406 
334,693 
123,641 
177,619 

Bs. 
359,862 
316,112 
153,363 
152,532 

Ba. 

400,726 
304,748 
282,446 
192,260 

The  noteworthy  features  of  the  two  last  tables  seem  to  be  a 
greater  demand  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Seychelles  for  goods 
of  all  kinds;  increased  consumption  of  wine  and  spirits;  the 
gradual  growth  of  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom,  the  value 
of  the  imports  from  which  now  ezceedfi  by  nearly  !Rs.  100,000  the 
imports  &om  any  other  country ;  and  the  extension  of  trade  with 
Hanritius.  The  interruption  last  year,  for  nearly  four  months,  of 
a  regular  mail  service  to  and  from  Seychelles  compelled  many 
merchants  to  obtain  supplies  from  Mauritius,  with  the  result 
that  the  declared  value  of  the  imports  from  Mauritius  in  1901 
was  nearly  Rb.  130,000  more  than  it  was  in  1900. 

No  coffee  was  imported  last  year  from  India,  and,  seeing  that 
BB  much  coffee  was  consumed  as  hitherto,  it  w^uld  appear  that 
the  local  Liberian  coffee,  which  is  of  excellent  quality,  is  coming  » 
into  favour. 

Hiere  is  abundance  of  good  coffee  in  Seychelles  not  only  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  local  market  but  for  export. 

30.  The  following  table  gives,  for  the  last  two  years,  the  ComparatiTa 
declared  value  at  the  Customs  of  the  principal  exporte  of  table  of 
Seychelles,   sKowing  the  chief  countries  to  wluch   they   were  P^nrapal 
exported: —  ^^  j90i. 
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21,  The  principal  countries  to  which  Seychelles  exports  its  OompantiTt 
prodnc©  are  still  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Maaritiua,  andtaWeof 
India,  and  tie  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  these  countries  "^^ 
during  the  last  five  years  is  given  in  the  following  table: —         ooontrioa. 

.  1897  to  ISOL 


Country.              1897.     |      1898.            18»». 

1900. 

1901. 

United  Kingdom 

Fnace 

Mauritius 
India     

Rs. 

6S7,90« 
.148,330 
152,579 

204,605 

Be. 

606,505 
29U,958 
1 67,09-1 

234,711 

Bb.               Bs. 

907,142       437,766 
472,314        173,124 

107,919        177,843 
271,997     i    110,121 

a.. 
537,1.35 

66.1,9  2 
205,2CC 
78,354 

22.  For  the  first  time  France  heads  the  list  of  countries  re-  Exports  to 
ceiving  the  exports  of  Seychelles,  and  the  United  Kingdom  is  France, 
only  second.     The  explanation  is  that  more  vanilla  in  1901  was 

sent  to  France,  notwithstanding  the  high  duty  levied  on  it  by 
that  country,  tiian  was  sent  to  Engluid,  the  declared  value  of 
the  vanilla  exported  to  France  exceeding  the  declared  value  of 
the  vanilla  exported  to  England  by  Be.  47,976. 

23.  The  exports  to  India  fell  off  in  1901  to  a  remarkable  Bxpons  to 
extent,  partly  owing  to  the  discontinuance  of  regular  communica-  Inaia. 
tion  between  Seychelles  and  India,  and  partly  owing  to  the 

better  price  for  cocoanut  oil  obtainable  in  Mauritius.  Whilst 
the  declared  vEklue  of  cocoanut  oil  exported  to  India  in  1901  was 
only  Rb.  24,802  against  £s.  89,820  in  1900,  the  declared  value  of 
oil  exported  to  Mauritius  was  Rs.  95,378. 

24.  Again,   guano  of  the  declared  value  of  Rs.  37,933  and  Exports  to 
vanilla  of  the  declared  value  of  Rh.  34,703  were  exported  to  Manritint. 
Mauritius  last  year,  and  so  the  total  declared  value  of  exports  to 
Mauritius  in    1901   exceeded   that  of  the  preoeding   year   by 

Rs.  27,423. 

2b.  The  cultivatimi  of  the  cocoaaut  palm  must,  and  should  be,  Exports  <d 
one  of  the  principal  industries  of  Seychelles.     The  necessity  of  "^I*?'"'* 
paying  more  attention  to  t)he  treatment  of  ithe  palm,  and  of  in-  iggi^^icio], 
creasing  its  productiveness   hy   some   system   of   manuring,  is 
brought  out  very  strongly  in  the  following  table,  which  shows 
that  in  1901  the  total  deohired  value  of  cocosnuts,  cocoanut  oil. 
and  soap  exported  was  less  by  Bs.  156,074  than  it  was  in  1891. 
and  less  by  Rs.  280,813  than  it  was  in  1896:  — 
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B>. 

360,396 
344,768 
371.107 
372,774 
409,279 
486,134 
414,627 
327,447 
442,286 
331,911 
206,321 

1 

Bb. 

54,761 
4i:242 
4,101 
3^480 
724 
18,016 
21,810 
56,923 
30,664 
36,778 
31,660 

263,786 
197,570 
16,025 
12,398 
2,196 
68,388 
72,706 
189,645 
91,696 
159,142 
116,095 

i 

Bs. 

286,978 
274,889 
540,270 
358,784 
375,906 
441,882 
962,968 
256,430 
392,055 
268,609 
147,633 

14,910 
19,861 
19,576 
13,939 
14,048 
15,122 
19,521 

8,808 
14,705 
12,044 

9,419 

O 

B. 
18,666 
29  227 
26,796 
30,510 
32,647 
26.237 
29,849 
94,0!I4 
19,667 
27,524 
26,228 

No.  of  nata. 
1,161,839 
1,660,960 
1,345,800 
1,525,532 
1,632,860 
1,293,136 
1,492,475 
1,695,236 
983,418 
1,083,302 
1,071,732 

1 
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3(i.  It  cannot,  I  am  afraid,  be  urged  tliBt  the  falling  off  in  0 
the  value  of  exporte  of  cocoanuta,  cocoanut  oil,  and  soap  is  due  to  *^ 
the  large  number  of  cocoanuts  used  in  the  extenaion  of  cocoanut  ^^^ 
plantations.  It  is  rather  attributahle  to  neglect  of  existing  _,^^,„^ 
plantations  in  favour  of  the  cultivation  of  vanilla.  Admirably 
suited  as  are  the  climate  and  soil  of  Mah^,  Fraalin,  La  Digue, 
Silhouette,  and  many  other  islands  for  the  cultivation  of  this 
valuable  orchid,  the  abandonment  or  even  partial  n^lect  of 
cocoanut  plantations  is  much  to  be  deplored.  In  view  of  the 
many  usee  to  which  oocoeauts  can  be  put,  the  danger  of  over* 
production  is  slight,  but,  in  the  case  of  vanilla,  which,  eo  far, 
is  only  used  for  flavouring  purpoaefl,  the  position  is  diSeient; 
and  the  danger  of  over-production  is  considerable. 

There  is  a  capriciousnees  about  the  yield  of  vanilla,  aad  even 
a  greater  capriciousness  about  its  price,  which  renders  it  desir- 
able that  planters  should  have  some  other  products  of  economic 
value  to  rely  on  when  the  yield  of  vanilla  is  small  or  its  selling 
price  unremunerative. 

27.  This  conclusion  seems  to  be  justified  by  the  following  Biport  •( 
statement  showing  the  quantity  of  vanilla  eixported  from  Sey-viigU% 
chelles,  and  its  declared  value  at  the  Customs,  from  1891  to*™*"!"'- 
1901:  — 


»91  ... 

mn  ... 

189.^  ... 

1894  ... 

1995  ... 

1896  ... 

1897  ... 

1898  ... 
1699  ... 

1900  ... 

1901  ... 


24,444 
4.653 
31,227 
30,691 
25,177 
41,835 
17,669 
71,899 


37.%  190 
394,478 
346,428 
293,328 
60,344 
936,tlD0 
920,730 
748,810 

1,338,720 
580,877 

1,108,792 


Nearly  the  same  amount  of  vanilla  was  exported  in  1891 
as  in  1899,  and  yet  the  declared  value  of  the  vanilla  of  1899  ex- 
ceeded the  declared  value  of  the  vanilla  of  1S91  by  almost 
Rb.  1,000,000. 

In  1901  fhe  quantity  of  vanilla  exported  exceeded  four  tlmAa 
the  quantity  exported  in  1900,  and,  had  prices  been  maintained, 
the  declaTed  value  of  the  vanilla  exported  should  have  been  over 
Es.  2,000,000,  or  four  times  what  it  was  in  1900,  but  it  will 
be  seen  that  it  was  not  quite  twice  as  much,  and,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  before,  the  declared  value  probably  exceeded  the 
actual  value.    There  onn,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  titat  vanilla  will 
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continue  to  be  a  valuable  product,  and  it  is  certain  that  in  Seff- 
clielles  it  has  found  a  congenial  home,  but  it  is  subject  to  con- 
siderable tiuctuatiooB  as  to  siee  of  crop  and  as  to  price,  and. 
Then  estates  admit  of  other  producta  being  cultivated  wit3i 
profit,  as  many  do,  reliance  should  not  be  placed  on  vanillai 
alone. 

The  firet  year  for  which  there  ia  any  record  of  vanilla  being 
exported  from  SeychelleB  is  1877,  and  in  this  year  the  qnauiiiy 
-was  60  kiloB.,  valued  at  Bs.  1,195.  The  next  year,  the  qoanti^ 
exported  rose  to  147  kilos.,  valued  at  Es.  2,960,  but  fell  in 

1879  to  S  kilos.,  valued  at.  Rs.  160.  In  1880  the  export  (^ 
vanilla  amounted  to  1,713  kilos.,  vfJued  at  Bs.  22,877,  and 
from  that  year  Seychelles  has  never  looked  back  as  a  vanilla- 
producing  country.  Unfortunately,  as  has  already  been  shown, 
the  attraction  of  vemilla  cultivation  has  prejudicially  aSectod 
the  oocoanut  industry,  and  the  export  of  cocoanut  oil,  which  in 

1880  wM  18,993  hectolitres,  fell  in  1901  to  9,419  hectolitrea—a 
very  serious  drop. 

Export  ot  38.  Of  the  other  agricultural  exports  of  S^chelles  which  are 

^^^^        at  present  capable  of  extensum,  cloves,  cocoa,  and  cofEee  are  the 

^91  ^1*901.  pnncipal,  and  in  the  following  table  the  quandtiee  exported 

'  from  1891  onwards,  wiiJi  their  declared  values,  are  given.  Gnano, 

the  export  of  which  will  probably  be  much  increased  b^ore  long, 

and  tortoiseshell  are  added  to  the  list. 
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(B.)  Makukaotubeb  akd  Fibhbbibs. 

(C.)  ASKICDLTUBAL   lUDUSTBIBS. 

(D.)  Gbanis  op  Land. 

VUMriflB.  39.  Under  these  three  headings  there  in  nothing  new  for  me  to 

record  this  year,  and  I  confirm  generally  the  remarks  made  in 
the  Bine  Book  Report  ior  1900. 

The  Fiflheries  Ordinances,  the  proposed!  passijig  oi  which  was 
referred  to  in  that  Heport,  became  law  ^  OrcUnances  Nos.  16 
and  20  of  1901,  and  their  scope  is  given  nnaer  the.  heading 
"  Legislation  "  in  the  present  Ueport 

Already  the  good  effects  of  these  Ordinances  stre  seen,  and  ilia 

prerention  of  the  wholesale  destruction  of  undersized  hawksbill 

tnrtle  and  fish  shonld  ultimately  lead  to  a  liirger  export  of 

tortoise-shell,  which,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  table  showing  the 

export  of  minor  products,  has  much  decreased  since  1892,  and  will 

tend  to  reduce  the  price  of  fish  caught  for  home  consumption, 

whilst  increasing  the  quantity  of  fish  stdted  for  export 

Agnoultorfc       30.  The  Curator  of  the  Botanic  Station  has  so  fully  discussed 

in  his  fieport  for  1901,  which  is  annexed  to  this  Report,  the 

present  position  of  agriculture  in  Seychelles,  and  its  possibilities 

for  ihe  future,  that  no  further  comment  frMn  .me  is  required. 

Vsnt  of         But  I  desire  to  place  on  record  taiy  opinion  that,  although  the 

Uboor  and     existing  supply  of  agricultural  labourers  ie  insufficient,  the  want 

^^L?'         °^  capi^  amongst  the  generality  of  planters,  and  the  impossi- 

^^  bility  of  obtaining  advances  on  reasonable  terms  are  matters  of 

more  serious  import. 

31.  Land  hunger,  if  carried  to  excess,  is  fraught  with  much 
evil.  The  man  who  buys  an  estate  with  borrowed  money,  on 
which  he  must  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  13  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  3  per  cent,  commission,  with  the  condition  attached  to  the 
loui  that  the  borrower  must  sell  his  produce  to  the  lend^  at 
the  "  prix  courant,"  thus  precluding  him  from  taking  advantage 
of  a  sudden  rise  in  the  market,  is  seriously  handicapped  in  his 
efforts  as  an  agriculturist,  and  has  practically  bartered  his  inde- 
pendence in  order  to  become  a  landowner.  But  it  is  seldom  that 
the  rate  of  interest  on  money  borrowed  on  immoveable  property 
is  so  low  as  12  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  there  are  few  industries 
which  will,  through  a  i«rm  of  years,  stand  even  this  charge. 
Owing  to  the  interruption  of  regular  communication  by  steamers 
wl&  India,  il  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  labourers  from 
that  country,  but  now  that  there  is  direct  communicatioa  with 
Ceylon  by  steamers  of  the  German  East  Africa  Company,  which 
can  at  Seychelles  every  eight  weeks  on  their  voyages  to  the  East 
coast  of  Africa,  it.  is  hoped  that  labonreis  both  for  estates  and 
for  employment  on  public  works  may  be  found  in  that  Colcmy 
at  lower  rai«B  of  wages  than  are  required  by  the  natives  of  these 
islands. 
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'J2.  Then  were  no  grantB  of  laiula  ia  1901.    The  island-  ofLouMof 
Curieuse  and  the  Aldabra  group  of  lalands,  including  the  Cwr^^*^^^^^^''^ 
moledo  Group,  and  Astov?  and  Aasiuuption  were  leased,  on 
favourable  terms,  dnnng  the  year. 

The  Government  hoM  now  very  little  unleased  land  to  diapoBe 
of,  and  land  suitable  for  plantations,  or  land  already  under 
occupation  does  not  often  come  into  the  open  market.  It  eeems, 
hovever,  likely  that  before  long,  a  few  estoteB  may  be  for  sale. 

33.  I  have  recently  received  trough  the  Honorary  Secretary  BroiuiB' 
and  Director  of  the  Imperial  Institute,  whose  courtesy  and  prac-  '^^Jj^ 
tical  interest  in  the  development  of  tiieee  islands  I  gratefully  SJJJS^l™ 
acknowledge,  an  important  report  from  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Feat^doota 
of  Mincing  Lane,  London,  a  firm  of  very  high  standing,  on 
certain  samples  of  Seychelles  products  which  w&re  exhibited  at 
the  Agricultural  Exhibition  held  in  September  last,  and  were 
subsequently  forwarded  to  the  Imperial  Institute  for  a  reliable 
report  aa  to  their  value  in  the  London  Market.     As  this  report 
shows  not  only  the  varied  bat  the  valuable  nature  of  existing 
products,  I  give  it  io  e 


"  Cloves.  Fine  bold  large  heads,  Penang  character,  red  stems, 
worth  about  ^d.  to  bd.  per  lb. 

Pepper.  Blach,  ^ther  light  weight,  something  between 
Singapore  and  Penang,  about  bid.  to  &|<2.  per  lb. 

Coffee.  No.  1.  Liberian,  bold,  well  cured,  pale  colours,  about 
38*.  to  40*.  per  cwt. 

No.  2.  Liberian,  very  bold,  yellowish,  but  probably  broken  in 
the  cleaning,  about  35*.  per  cwt. 

No.  3.  Arabica,  small  Java  character,  pale,  about  483.  to  50*. 
per  cwt. 

Honey.  Liquid  amber,  good  flavour,  but  apparently  reboiled. 
and  \infit  toe  bottling,  being  sugary.  Value  for  manufacturing 
purposes,  about  16*.  per  cwt. 

Yanillas.  No.  1.  8 — 8^  inch,  good  flavour,  good  colour  and 
condition,  well  cared,  value  20*.  per  lb. 

No.  2.     7  inch  ditto,  value  15*.  per  lb. 

No.  3.  7  inch  special,  chemically  cured,  rather  fresh,  and  not 
such  good  flavour,  value  13*.  to  13*  per  lb. 

No.  4.  Good  bean  but  old  and  dried  up,  lean,  value  7*.  to  8*. 
per  lb. 

Copra.     Fine,  sun-dried,  sound  and  sweet,  value  £20  per  ton. 

Cocoanut  oil.     Fine,  white,  value  jE35  to  £37  per  ton. 

Cocoa.  No.  1.  Ceylon  cure,  very  dull  and  poor,  break  rather 
dark,  and  some  unsound;  probably  Irft  wet  too  long  aftpr  wash- 
ing ;  about  60*.  per  cwt 

No.  2.  Smaller  but  brighter,  better  cured,  rather  dark  break, 
about  68*.  to  60*.  per  owt. 

I9BI8  .        B  a 
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y.  ^    :  ',     1^0.  3.    Mixed  colour  aiid  iKreftk,  niJieT  nttBOimd  break,  i^nt 
■  '  56#.  to  68».  per  cwt. 

HandiocR  flour.    No.  1.    AJmut  4*.  Qd.  per  cwl. 

No.  2.    About  54.  per  cwt. 
Arrowroot.    BaUier  thm  and  poor  colour,  about  Zd.  to  3|<L 
pwlb." 

(E.)  Shipfikg. 
Co^^mtJTe      34,  The  following  f»ur  tables  show  the  uumber,  tonnage,  and 
■hiwESH^.       nationalities  of  sailing  veeeele  and  steamers  entered  and  cleaied 
**"*        during  the  last  two  years :  — 


(1.)  SaiKnf 

Veitelt  Entered. 

British. 

Fnmch. 

Norve^riBn. 

1 

1 

iTew. 

1 

Toiu. 

1 

Ton*. 

! 

Tons. 

! 

Toiau 

I 

1900  ... 

1901  ... 

16 

19 

2,156 
2,984 

4 

3 

321 
236 

1 

1,284 

4 
3 

i,4H 

1,307 

ffi 

26 

(2.)  i'aiWny 

Vettelt  Cleared. 

Britieb. 

FteDdi. 

Q«niuui.       Ncirw^ian. 

I 

1 

Y«r. 

J 

Tom. 

! 

Tons. 

! 

Tom.'! 

Tmm. 

1 

1900  ... 

1901  ... 

16 
19 

2,125 
S566 

4 
3 

S21 
116 

1 

1,234 

6 
3 

2,686 
1,307 

26 
26 

6,336 
3,987 

,  Google 


sarcBiLVaa,  1801. 


»»wn<9imax 

3s. 
s3 

•«1M99A  ptoj, 

S3 

1 

1 

li 

■■i««i 

1- 

- 

1 

li 

■BPBB9A 

— 

» 

1 

ll, 

-Bp«BA 

1- 

1 

1 

ll 

^ 

■glMMA 

- 1 

^ 

! 

H 

as 

1 

■B|M»i 

1 

1 

« 

■s{0W9A 

"-  ■ 

4 

Q 

1 

II 

•qaswA 

-■» 

< 

i 

ll 

■.q«»i 

I"" 

■ 

:| 

•>I«~i 

1" 

i 

1 

II 

■BIW»A 

ss 

1 

ii 

^■ano  J,  pTOl 

as 

■siB«»i.  pioj, 

ss 

1 

1 

i| 

n—A 

1- 

1 

1, 

ii 

■fI8S(BA 

-- 

% 

1 

|| 

■8I98WA 

1- 

1 

ii 

g 

■BI9B»A 

- 1 

o 

1 

i 

n 

fe 

•spmsA 

—  r- 

^ 

£ 

g 
^ 

rf§- 

'■j" 

■■I89B3A 

-s 

1 

1 

li 

■9[eB»A 

-" 

-«) 

1 

|| 

■^BWOA 

1°" 

1 

1 

'1 

ipneA 

1" 

i 

1 

|l 

■■ieaeaA 

ss 

1 

il 

,  Google 


OOLO)rul<  (SKfiBXS— «>I«04U 


II 

S.-S 


Si 

15" 

In 


1^1 

ill 


2  f-a 


■»8»iraoj;  [«»oj[, 

3 

1 

-mmojo-oji 

—  |«3o 

8 

•"IMWA  JO  OK 

Si  IP 

S 

3 

- 1  — 

- 

i 

1 

•WHO  JO  -ou 

1 1-"  1 

S 

■oaronoi 

iilli 

p 

•■19M»i  JO  -0|I 

1 1—  1 

* 

1 

•»nno  JO  -OK 

2  IgIS 

8 

-aawmox 

mil 

s 

k 

■«I«BeA  JO  ■»« 

•i^-«^t~ 

2 

h 

-rang  jo  -ok 

■"S'SS 

S 

1 

■aSHuaox 

1 

E 

1TMB9A  JO  -OS 

«> 

1 
1 

1 

•Himo  JO  "ON 

M2»  1 

S 

■eftinoox 

^11 III 

1 

tlwwA  JO  -OH 

II —  1 

N 

V 

< 

■mno  JO  -OS. 

1  IS  la 

B 

1 

■afcnaoj, 

''I'l 

i 

§ 

■■I9W9A  JO  -OK 

1  1-  1°" 

M 

i 

< 

•■nno  JO  -OH 

1  1  1  l¥ 

3 

s 

-aSMinox 

Mill 

1 

c 

••I8B88A  JO  -OS 

1  1  1  1" 

" 

a 

t 

•mno  JO  OH 

4SSS2 

8 

■oSwmoi 

"S-S---R-2- 

i 

■»I9weA  JO  -OS 

(oiousg-* 

s 

1 

11111 

1 

,  Google 


SBYCHBLLBa,   LSOl.    ' 


#1 

Hill 

1 

1 

1 

iiiaiiii 

1 

s 

■T«»A 

sisaisssssB 

i 

S 

. 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 }l 

S 

M  1  1  1  1  1  1  — 

^ 

I 

1 

SEullllii 

5 

^ 

•tpMA 

--  1    I„--_._._ 

« 

s 

1 

1 

liilPIIII 

1 

1 

■«1»«"A 

-1  I-""--' 

m 

1 

1 

iiii||llii 

1 

I 

1 II 1 1  1 

1 

1 

mmm 

1 

1 

-ipwjA 

3 

1 

1 

^^iiiiiii 

S 

i 

0 

1[MMA 

— «»-««*,, 

s 

v. 

J 

1 

i^nlillll 

1 

'^ 

■•l»t"A 

i-i  1 "- 

a 

1 

1 

1 

U  Mil,  ill 

1 

<c 

flMWA 

1  1  1  1— 1  l"~ 

» 

■■ 

1 

1 

n  1 1  M  1 1|| 

s 
=- 

a. 

■'I0-9A 

1  1  1  M  1  1  l» 

« 

^ 

1 

lllllillll 

1 

^ 

■•IMWA 

assssssisss 

1 

1 

mm  i 

aisSsSsSaB  e 

1  i  1  1  1 

1 

,  Google 


W  COLOHIAL    REPOBT»^AKNUAL. 

36.  The  decrease  in  tlie  shipping  under  tables  (1)  and  (2)  i» 
nnimportant,  the,  number  of  sailing  vessels  entered  in  1901  being- 
the  same  as  the  hnmber  entered  in  1900,  and  the  excess  of  ton- 
nage in  1900  being  due  to  the  arrival  of  a  German  ship  of  some 
size  and  to  the  Norwegian  Tessels  which  called  in  1900  being 
larger  than  those  calling  in  1901. 

36a.  There  are  three  points  of  considerable  interest  in  the 
return  of  shipping  given  in  tables  (3)  and  (4),  one  of  which  ia- 
explained  hy  reference  to  the  comparative  statement  given  in 
table  (5).  The  first  is  the  marked  decrease  in  the  number  and 
tonnage  of  British  steamers  entered  and  cleared,  which  is  prin- 
cipally due  to  the  steamers  of  the  British  India  Steam  Naviga^ 
tion  Company  having  discontinued  calling  at  Seychelles ;  the 
second  is  the  large  increase  in  the  number  and  ttmnage  of  French 
steamers  entered  and  cleared  in  consequence  of  the  steamers  of 
the  Messageries  Maritimes  Company  taking  the  place,  fnmi 
August,  1901,  of  those  of  the  British  India  Company  in  convey- 
ing the  mails  to  and  from  Seychelles;  and  the  third  is  the  very 
great  increase  in  the  tonn^e  of  Qerman  vessels  entered  and 
cleared,  which  ia  explained  by  the  presence  in  Seychelles  waters 
of  the  fleet  proceeding  to  the  Far  East.  This  fleet  was  composed 
of  the  battleships  "  Kurfurst  Friedrich  Wilhelm,"  "  Branden- 
burg," "  "Weissenburg,"  and  "  Woerth,"  and  the  cruiser  "  Hela,"^ 
and  their  total  tonnage  was  42,036. 

36b.  Three  American  dupe  of  war,  on  their  return  from  Chinas 
al«o  took  advantage  of  the  coaling  facilities  which  Mah4  affords,, 
and  made  the  easier  and  better  homeward  passage  from  th» 
East  vid  Seychelles,  rather  than  the  shorter  and  rougher  passage 
direct  to  Aden. 

36a  ProviBJon  for  the  regular  inspection  of  the  islands  within 
a  radius  of  sixty  miles  of  Mah4,  will  be  made  this  year,  as, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Indian  dovernment,  a  sea-going^ 
steam  launch,  66  feet  long  and  11  feet  in  width,  is  now  being 
built  in  the  Royal  Indian  Marine  Dockyard  at  Bombay.  In- 
quiries are  also  being  made  with  the  view  of  purchasing  a  suit- 
able schooner.  Meanwhile  a  medical  officer  has  been  appointed 
for  the  special  purpose  of  acting  as  Visiting  Magistrate  of  all 
outlying  islands  of  the  Seychelles  Archipelaf^o,  some  of  which 
are  between  600  and  700  milee  distant  from  Mah^. 

36d.  The  appointment  of  a  Medical  Officer  to  be  Visiting  Magis- 
trate will  be  beneficial,  as  he  will  not  only  administer  justice  in 
the  islands  which  he  visits,  but  will  also  be  able  to  give  tho 
inhabitants  the  benefit  of  his  medical  advice  and  treatment. 

36b.  The  establishment  in  January,  1901,  of  a  i«t>per  and  pra- 
manent  signal  station  on  one  of  the  mountains  near  Victoria 
which  commands  a  good  view  of  the  surrounding  sea  has  proved 


,  Google 


8STCHXLLEB,   1901;  ** 

■■Very  useful  to  shippinK  and  a  boon  to  the  public,  as  »I1  appMAdi- 
iug  TeweU  «»  promptly  tiignalled,  the  signils  Iwing  repeated 
«t  the  Port  Office.  In  addition  to  the  Bhips  calling  at  Mah6,  38 
Bteamen  and  3  aailii^  Teesels  vere  sighted  from  the  signal 
station. 

36p.  No  Aipping  oasualtieB  ocmured  during  the  year  in  the 
harbour  or  on  the  coast  of  Mah6  and  the  adjacent  ialandB,  but 
the  schooner  "  Maggie  liO*,"  wgiatered  in  Mauritius,  was 
wrecked  on  the  Ist  Serptember  on  the  south  end  of  Providence 
Bank  on  her  way  from  If  ah^  to  Farquhar  Island,  which  is  still 
■a  dependency  of  Mauritius.  The  schooner  became  a  _  totel 
wi«ck,  but  only  one  life  was  lost,  that  of  a  sailor  who  tried  to 
reach  Providence  Island  on  a  raft.  The  captain,  crew,  and  pas- 
sengers were  eventually  rescued  by  boats  sent  from  Providence, 
and  were  finally  brought  back  to  Mah6  on  the  4th  December 
in  a  schooner  belonging  to  the  owners  of  Providence. 


IH.— LEGISLATION. 

37.  During  the  year  1901,  18  meetings  of  the  Legislative 
'Council  were  held,  and  21  Ordinances,  or  11  fewer  than  in  1900, 
passed. 

Of  these  Ordinances  the  following  are  the  most  importajit^  —  Fiindpd 

No.  2.   "  The  Agricidtural  Board  Ordinance,"  whidi  made  poo-  oidininoes. 
vision  for  the  establishment  of  an  Agricultural  Board  to  advise 
on  all  questions  and  matters  concerning  agriculture  or  botanical 
stations  and  gardens  which  may  be  referred  to  it  1^  the  Adminis- 
trator. 

This  Board  has  already  done  good  work,  and,  being  composed 
-of  gentlemen  who  are  either  actively  engaged  in  or  have  had 
experienoe  of  tropical  agriculture,  and  presided  over  by  the 
CuratOT  of  the  Botanic  Station,  it  is  in  a  position  to  afford  the 
<GoTenunent  the  best  local  advice  obtainable  in  its  endeavour  to 
develope  the  resources  of  Seychelles  and  to  foster  new  industries. 

No.  5.  "  The  Patents  Ordinance,  1901,"  which  regiUates  the 
manner  of  application  for  patents  sjlA  tJtords  protection  ta 
persons  who  have  been  granted  patents  for  inventions. 

No.  6,  vhich  renders  it  lawful  for  the  Admiuistrator  to  order 
the  detention  during  His  Majesty's  pleasure  at  Mahe  or  at  any 
other  island  of  the  S^chelles  Archipelago,  of  any  political 
prisoner  or  prisoners  deported  from  the  Uganda  Protectorate. 
Under  this  Ordinance  the  ex-Eings  of  Uganda,  Mwanga,  and 
Kabarega  and  their  respective  wives  are  now  detained  in  a 
-ctnnfortable  residence  near  Tiotoria,  the  capital  of  Mah4. 
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,  |i((v  7,  whidi  makes  provisioQ  for  the  administration  ul  Sunt- 
ipary!  Justice  in  the  Seychelles  Islands,  and  the  appoint  meat  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace. 

The  powers  given  ty  this  Ordinance  have  teen  vested  in  the- 
AsBistant  Medical  Officers  stationed  at  Praslin  and  in  the 
Southern  District  of  Mah^,  and  a  greart  boon  has  heen  conferred 
on  the  residents  in  those  districts. 

No.  9,  which  regulates  the  conatruction  and  working  of  tram- 
ways, faJcilitates  the  adoptdon  of  proposals  for  laying  down  tram- 
ways, and  protects  promoters  and  companies  from  malicious 
injuries  to  lines  and  cars. 

No.  10,  which  simplifies  and,  in  some  cases,  reduces  the  dues 
levied  on  vessels  entering  or  leaving  the  harbour  of  Victoria. 
Under  this  Ordinance,  Britiali  or  foreign  men-of-war  or  trans- 
ports, veasels  belonging  to  the  Government  of  Seychelles,  private 
yachts,  and  vessels  touching  at  Port  Yictoria  without  entering 
the  inner  harbour  are  exempted  from  all  dues. 

No.  16,  which  amends  the  previous  law  concerning  turtles, 
gives  much  needed  protection  to  the  green  turtle  or  "  tortue  de- 
mer,"  and  to  the  "  caret "  or  "  hawksbill  "  (from  which  comes 
the  tortoiseahell  of  commerce),  prescribes  the  size  at  wUdi,  and 
the  period  during  which,  they  may  be  killed,  and  prohibits 
entirely  the  exportation  or  disposal  of  the  famous  land  tortoises-  - 
of  Aldabra  save  under  such  conditions  as  may  seem  necessary  to- 
■  the  Administrator. 

No.  17,  a  consolidating  law  dealing  with  the  Post  Office,  and 
placing  it  for  the  first  time  on  a  proper  footing.  It  repeals  five- 
previous  laws,  including  a  short  temporary  Ordinance  passed 
in  1900  to  enable  an  internal  postal  system  to  be  established. 

Such  alocal  post  was  established  on  the  Ist  J'annaiy,  1901,  and 
worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

No.  18,  which  aathorises  and  regulates  inquiries  by  the  Court 
of  Seychelles  into  shipping  casualties  and  the  conduct  of  ships'' 
officers.  In  a  Colony  which  has  no  less  than  74  islands  included 
in  its .  Government  such  a  measure  was  much  required,  and  in 
December  last  an  inquiry  was  held,  in  accordance  wit^  ita  i»i>- 
visions,  into  the  loss  of  the  schooner  "  Maggie  Low,"  which  was 
wrecked  on  the  South  end  bank  of  the  island  of  Providence. 

Nol  19,  providing  for  the  examination  in  Seychelles  of  candi- 
dates for  appointments  as  sworn  land  surveyors,  and  for  the 
method  in  which  surveys  should  be  conducted  and  substantial 
landmarks  located.  The  Ordinance  also  lays  down  the  tariff  of 
fees  wtich  sworn  land  surveyors  may  claim. 

The  Fisheries  Bill,  referred  to  in  paragraph  28  oS  the  Blue 
Book  Beport  for  1900,  became  law  on  the  ZOUk  Novwnber  last 
08  Ordinanoe  No.  21  of  1901.  Like  Ordinuioa  No.  16  ol  1901, 
which  is  mentioned  above,  it  was  eubmitted  to  a  representative- 
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•Qommittee  of  experts  before  being  introduced  into  tlie  Xegis- 
lative  Council,  and,  in  it«  present  form,  appeon  io  be  well 
suited  to  the  circnmstances  of  Seyclielles. '  It  repeals  two 
Mauritius  Ordinances,  wbicli,  although  extended  to  Seychelles 
m  1880,  had  nerer  been  published  in  the  Colony.  'Die  pro- 
fection  which  the  Seychelles  Fisheries  urgently,  required  has 
sow  been  given  widiout  imposing  on  fishermen  undue  restrietions. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 


38.  The  Gduoation  Ordinance  of  1900  has  not  yet  had  time  to  ImproTa 
make  its  effect  folly  felt,  but  the  increased  attention  that  iB?^^^ 
"being  paid  in  all  schools  to  the  teaching  of  English  is  in  itself  "^"P""* 
an  important  result. 

He  In^oector  of  Schools  in  his  report  for  last  year  makes 
-special  reference  to  the  progress  made  in  English  and  to  the 
greater  numbw  of  English  teachers  employed  in  the  Soman 
'Catholic  grant-aided  schools. 

39.  A   complete  code  for   all   grant-aided   schools  has  been  New  eodou 
adopted  and  published,   was   brought  into   operation   on  the 

1st  June,  1902,  and  will  be  ^iplied  to  the  annual  examinations 
to  be  held  in  1903.     Under  this  code  the  obligatory  subjects  to  obligatory 
secure  a  result  grant  are  English  and  arithmetic  only,  but  recita-  sobjeota, 
"tion  from  the  Eitst  Standard  onwards,  geography  from  the  Second  Optional 
Standard,  history  from  the  Fifth  Standard,  French  from  the  ■Dbjscfai. 
Third   Standard,    ai^d    needlework  for   girls,    from  the    Third 
Standard,  may  be  taken  up  as  optional  subjects,  and  success  in 
any  one  of  them,  provided  passes  are  obtained  in  the  obligatory 
subjects,  will  entitle  the  school  to  a  grant,of  B.1  in  respect  of 
each  successful  pupil. 

40.  In  addition  to  a  Result  Gbant,  every   school  can  earn  Qranta 
grants  for  the  payment  of  teachers'  salaries  and  for  attendance,    esmsble. 

41.  The  new  code  provides  that,  in  Standards  I.  to  V.  inclusive,  Bnglisb 
the  annual  examination  shall,  as  much  as  possible,  be  conducted  laugaage  to 
in  English,  and  exclusively  in  EngUah  in  the  Vlth  and  higher  ^^^V* 
standards.     In  the  optional  French  subject  the  examination  is  ^qq^, 

to  be  conducted,  when  possible,  in  French.  The  above-men- 
tioned rule  as  to  language  for  examination  purposes  wilt  not  be 
strictly  enforced  until  the  annual  examination  of  1904. 

43.  So  far  as  legislation  can  secure  it,  primary  educatitm  School  fees, 
appears  to  have  been  placed  on  a  sound  footing.  Experience 
alone  can  show  what  alterations  in  the  system  may  be  required, 
but,  if  any  alteration  is  to  be  made,  it  should  be  in  the  direction 
•of  making  the  teachers'  salaries  and  attendance  grant  dependent 
■on  the  payment  of  a  moderate  school  fee  which  nearly  all,  if  not 
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all,  parents  can  very  well  afford.  Schools  are  no  longer  pro- 
^bited  as  they  were  under  the  old  code  from  earning  grants  ilk 
the  case  of  pupils  paying  school  fees. 

4'<i.  But  in  addition  to  the  giant-ia-aid  regtUationa  passed  last 
year,  suitable  rules  and  curriculum  of  studies  for  the  Victoruk 
School  have  been  put  in  force,  and  the  programme  of  studies  for 
the  VUth  and  the  highest  standard  at  this  school  is  that  on. 
which  pupils  of  the  Victoria  School  and  of  any  other  school  in 
SeycheHea  will  be  exatmined,  if  they  are  candidates  for  the  two 
annual  scholarships  of  Us.  600  a  year,  tenable  for  three  yean, 
either  at  the  Boyal  College,  Mauritius,  or  at  any  school  ilk 
England  approved  by  the  Administrator. 

44.  In  connection  with  the  Victoria  School,  an  Infant  School 
was  established,  last  year,  and  when  the  two  schools  ar«  removed 
to  the  new  premises  which  are  being  prepared,  for  them,  its- 
sphere  of  usefulness  will  probably  be  increased,  and  in  time  it 
will  become  a  valuable  feeder  to  the  Yictoria  School,  sending  to 
it  children  who  flan  read  sJid  write  English  fluently  and  cor- 
rectly. 

46.  The  results  of  last  year's  examination  of  grant-aided 
schools  were  not  apparently  so  satisfactory  as  those  of  previous' 
years.  But  the  explanation  must  be  sought  rather  in  the  higher 
standard  required  by  the  Inspector  of  Schools  than  in  any  falling 
off  in  the  schools  themselves.  The  highest  percentage  of  passesr 
namely,  81,  was  secured  by  the  St.  Louis  (Roman  Catholic)  Free 
School;  next  comes  the  Baie  Lazare  (Boman  Catholic)  Qirls* 
School,  with  a  percentage  of  T8 ;  then  St.  Matthew's,  Praslin 
(Church  of  England),  mixed  school,  witi  77 ;  and  then  St.  Paul's, 
Yictoria  (Church  of  England),  mixed  school,  with  73. 

46.  The  Inspector  of  Sdiools  draws  attention  to  the  deficiency 
in  school  materials  in  most  schools,  and  an  absence  of  proper 
wall-maps.  If  fees  were  paid  by  school  children,  schools  might 
be  suitably  eqni{q>ed,  "but,  as  it  is,  it  is  difhcult  for  both  denomi- 
nations to  meet  uie  heavy  expenditure  which  the  maintenance 
of  schools  necessarily  entails. 

47.  No  return  ot  voluntary  contributions  for  1901  was  made 
t^  the  managers  of  Roman  Catholic  aided  schools.  The  four 
Church  of  England  schools  in  Mahfi  received,  as  voluntary  ctm.- 
tsihutions,  Bs.  2,400,  and  the  two  Uhuroh  of  England  schools  La 
Praslin,  Rs.  972.  The  total  expenditure  iA  Aese  six  schools  ia 
given  as  Rs.  5,470.67,  and  they  cost  more  by  B«.  396.67  HuaL 
the  combined  amount  of  granls  earned  and  voluntary  contriba- 
tions  received. 

48.  In  the  following  table  is  given  a  comparative  statement 
im  the  last  five  years,  showing  the  number  of  Rtnnan  Catholio 
and  Church  of  England  grant-aided  schools,  the  number  of 
pupils  on  the  roll  and  in  average  attendance,  and  the  amount 
of  grants  earned.  Similar  information  under  the  first  three 
hfiadings  is  given  respecting  the  Victoria  School. 
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49.  Grants  to  Primary  acliools  were  first  given  in  1874  under 
the  provisioDS  of  Regulation  ISTo.  2  of  1873. 

50.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  aided  schools  and 
the  total  number  of  pupils  on  the  roll  of  those  schools  as  well  aft 
of  the  St.  Loiiis  College  and  the  Convent  School  at  three  different 
periods  since  the  year  1874 :  — 


T«r. 

Number  of  Aided 
ScboolB. 

Number  of  Rohool 
Children. 

1874 

ie»i 

1891 • 

1901 

4 

12 
27 
27 

421 

903 
1,906 
2,826 

Orastion  of  51.  The  Church  of  England  Boys'  School  in  Yictoria  was 
<*»'^™*';*.  transferred  to  the  Government  ia  1891,  and  was  reopened  cm  th* 
2^1_i  "*  Ist  March  of  that  year  under  ihe  name  of  the  Government  Un- 
denominational School.  In  1900  its  name  was  changed  to 
the  "  Victoria  School."  In  the  number  of  school  children  given 
in  the  foregoing  table  for  the  years  1891  and  1901  the  pqpila 
of  this  school  are  included. 


v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

Victoria  62.  The  Victoria  Hospital,  und«-  the  directions  of  the  Chiof 

Hospital.       Medical  Officer,  and  with  the  invaluable  aasistanoe  of  three  Sisters 

of  St.  Joseph  de  Cluny,  of  whom  one  acts  as  matron  in  charge, 

the  second  as  nurse,  aad  the  third  as  housekeeper,  continues  to 

give  general   satisfaction.        The   services  rendered   by   Sister 

St.  Landri,  the  matron,  during  the  twenty-six  years  that  she  has 

been  attached  to   the  hospital,    to   which  reference   has  been 

made  in  previous  Reports,  were  recognised  by  her  selection  in 

July,  1901,  for  t^pointment  as  an  Honorary  Serving  Sister  of 

the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem. 

H<«|;>itd  63.  He  following  table  shows  the  result  of  the  treatment  of 

ISW^oSoi.     P*t^«»*«  **  ^'^  hospital  from  1897  to  1901 :  — 


Year. 

Cared! 

Believed. 

Didcbarged 
UnreUeTed. 

1 

Hospital. 

1 

1897      ... 

98 

37 

22 

14 

10 

1A3 

1698      ... 

126 

40 

82 

1.1 

19 

280 

1899      ... 

190 

54 

12 

H 

9 

112 

£8 

23 

12 

14 

1901      ... 

U7 

53 

21 

17 

9 
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The  increase  in.  1898  and  1899  over  1897  in  the  number  of 
patients  admitted  to  hospital  is  dne  to  the  treatment  there  of 
Indian  labourers  who  had  been  imported,  in  1898  for  employ- 
ment on  the  roads,  wfiilst  tihe  Chief  Medical  Officer  explains  the 
increase  in  1901  over  1900  by  the  fact  that  more  women  than 
in  previous  years  sought  admission  -to  the  hospital,  and  that 
many  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  diseases  were  admitted 
for  treatment. 

Of  the  deaths  which  occurred  five  were  those  of  aged  paupers, 
and  the  real  death-rate  was,  therefore,  even  lower  than  it  was 
in  1900. 

The  out-patient  department  wan  attended  by  592  men  ftttd 
1,943  wYimen,  giving  a  total  of  2,534,  or  686  more  than  in  1900, 
when  the  total  number  of  onf-patients  was  1,848.  In  1899,  the 
number  of  ont-patienta  was  2,172;  in  1898,  1,319;  and  in 
1897,  2,099. 

64.  From  the  medical  returns  the  principal  diseases  appear  to  Hrineipat 
be,  as  hitherto,  syphilis,  rheumatism,  dysentery  and  diseases  of  d"*"™"- 
the  respiratory  and  digestive  systems.     38  patients  were  treated 
for  injuries   sustained  through  Bccidents.     Only  two   cases  of 
enteric  fever  were  treated  at  the  hospital.     Bolh  were  imported 
from  another  Colony,  and  one  pnxred  fa&l. 

TTie  fortunate  absence  of  any  case  of  malarial  fever,  incurred 
in  Seychelles,  has  again  to  be  recorded. 

35.  In  addition  to  the  public  diBpensary  at  Victoria,  there  are  puUic 
also  dispensaries  at  Anse  Rt^ale,  the  capital  of  the  South  Mahe  dispenfaries. 
District,  at  the  island  of  La  Bigue,  and  at  Baie  St,  Anne  and  "*  <>?*- 
Grand  Anse,  in  the  island  of  Praalin.     The  first  mentioned  dis-  "ta*"*"*- 
pensary  ia  under  tKe  charge  ol  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  South  Hah4  Bietrict,  and  another 
dispensary,  to  be  under  his  chsii^,  will  «hoFtly  be  placed  at 
Anse  Boileau  on  the  wMt  of  Mah£.  - 

The  dispensaries  at  Praslin  and  La  Bigue  are  under  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  »nd  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
.Praslin  Bi strict. 

It  is  intended,  when  circumstances  so  admit,  to  establish 
small  hospitals  at  Anse  Roydte,  and  at  Baie  St.  Anne,  Praslin. 

56.  The  want  of  a  lunatic  asylum,  referred  to  in  the  Report  PropowJ 
for  1900,  has  not  yet  been  supplied.  l>ut  the  proposal  to  build  loiat>o 
one  near  Victoria  has  been  approved  in  principle,  and  will  be  "y^™"- 
carried  out  when  other  public  works,  which  arc  now  in  hand. 

have  been  completed.     Meanwhile,  Seychelles  lunatic  patients 
ore  sent  to  the  asylum  in  Mauritius.     At  the  end  of  last  year  , 
the  number  of  patients  under  treatment  there  was  16. 

57.  The  asylum  for  pauper  and  criminal  lepers  is  now  esta-  ^P" 
Wished  at  Bhund  Island  near  Praslin,  within  two  miles  of  *be||™^P" 
'station   of  the   Asflistaat' Medical  Officer;    and.   on   the   same    ^ 
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ifilaud,  but  &t  a  comiderable  distance  apart,  there  is  an  asylum 
ior  paupers  who  have  no  friends  or  relatJons  able  or  willing 
to  take  cliarge  of  them. 

On  the  Slst  December  last  there  were  7  lepers  and  3  paupers 
on  the  island. 

58.  The  Ch>Temment  SavingB  Bank  in  Victoria  waa  opened  on 
the  5th  March,  1894,  and  the  total  amount  ai  deposits  at  the 
end  of  that  year  vais  Rs.  16,914.  The  rate  of  interest  is  2  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  deposits  up  &>,  bat  not  exceeding,  Be.  3,000. 

59.  Branch  Savings  Bau'ks  have  been  opened  at  Anse  Royale, 
the  coital  of  the  South  Mah6  District,  ait  Boie  St.  Anne,  Fraslin, 
and  at  La  Digue,  but  so  far  the  txansactions  at  these  branches 
have  been  inconsiderable. 

60.  The  following  table  shows  the  business  done  by  the  Savings 
Bank  during  the  last  five  years : — 


Number  o( 

NnmbOTof 

Nnmberof 

Amannt  of 

Tew. 

AccoDnts 

Aaooanta 

AooonntB 

DepoBite 

Opened  daring 

Cloned  during 

theTe«r. 

the  Tew. 

3Ut  December. 

Ra. 

1897 

167 

46 

4 

63,624.63 

191 

40 

16 

44,417,27 

1899 

214 

47 

24 

70,606.18 

1900 

221 

95 

61,492.04 

1901 

243 

5-2 

30 

58,761. 19 

The  amount  standing  to  the  credit  t^  depositors  at  the  dnd  of 
last  year  was  less  l^  Rs.  11,794.93  than  the  amount  invested  on 
behi^  of  the  Savings  Bank  in.  Victoria  and  South  Australia 
3  per  cent,  stoaks,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  miwe  accoonts 
were  opened  duiiag  1901,  and  more  accounts  remained  open  at 
the  end  of  the  year  than  at  any  other  jvevioua  period. 

61.  A  bank  has  not  yet,  I  regret  to  say,  been  established  in 
Seychelles.  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  tlie  trade  is  sufficient  to 
justify  aae  being  opened,  and  that,  if  one  were  (qwned  and 
conducted  cm  sound  principles,  it  would  prove  a  success. 


VI.— JUDICIAL   STATISTICS. 

Police  FoiM.  62.  The  strength  of  the  Police  Fc»rce  remained  the  same  as  in 
1900,  nsimely,  60  of  all  ranks,  inclnding  an  Inspector,  a  Sergeant- 
Major,  two  Sergeaut«,  and  four  Corporals.  The  necessity  of  in- 
creasing the  force  was  considered  last  year,  and,  to  secure  more 
effective  patrolling  of  the  country  districts  and  to  euaUe  all 
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police  Btaiions  to  be  kejrt  open  at  night,  the  force  has  now  been  , 
raised  to  79  of  all  ranks,  uid  a  sub-Inspector  Kas  been  appointed 
and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Police  in  the  Southern  part  of  Mah4. 
So  far  the  result  appears  to  be  eatiAfactor;,  but  tiie  difficult? 
in  creating  a  thoroughly  efficient  Police  Force  ie  the  limited 
field  of  selection  for  recruits. 

63.  The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  criminal  and  Jadioid 
civil  cases  during  the  last  five  years  and  their  results.     ITie  f**"**"* 
figures  for  1900  and  1901  include  cases  heard  by  the  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  Praslin  District. 


'SS 


1808 

..  '       557 

i8'ja 

677     . 

19U0 

-■70 

1901 

..  1       91-i 

J 

It 

■si 

^11 

II 

'•s 

^g 

•sfe 

^f 

&h 

M 

■s 

i= 

^ 

sa 

K.H 

556 

7.H. 

5« 

135 

50 

m 

534 

758 

628 

133 

64 

154 

764 

133 

Gl 

94 

im 

l,09fi 

931 

183 

85 

80 

899 

1,147 

959 

187 

72 

est 

597  cases  were  prosecuted  by  tbe  Police,  of  which  248  were  for 
drunkenness  as  against  200  in  1900.  It  would  seem,  therefore, 
as  if  drunkenness  were  on  t^e  increase.  I  am,  however,  inclined 
to  thiuk  that  this  is  not  the  case,  and  that  the  number  of  persons 
who  habitnally  give  way  to  intemperance  is  slightly  decreasing. 
The  disease  of  drunkenness  is  still  widespread  in  Seychelles,  and 
no  great  improvement  can  be  looked  for  until  education  and 
example  do  their  work. 

64.  The  natives  of  Seychelles  are  essentially  a  law-abiding  ^bsenoe -of  a 
people,  and  serious  cases  of  crime  are  few.     There  is  no  dan- criminal 
gerous  criminal  class,  the  members  of  which  only  refrain  fronL<>Ia88. 
active  evil-doing  when  they  are  confined  within  the  prison  wall, 
and  the  prisoner  of  yesterday  often,  in  fact  as  ai  rule,  becomes 
the  industrious  and  well-behaved  workman  or  labourer  of  to- 
day. 

f<b.  The   prison   buildings  have  not  been,  altered  since   the  Prison. 
Beport  for  1900  was  written,  but  plans  for  a  new  prison  on  the 
separate  cell  syst*"™  have  been  approved,  and  arrangEaneai*  aiQ 
being  made  for  beginning  the  new  buildinga  in  1903,   ii  the 
current  Revenue  then  admits  of  the  necessary  expenditure. 

The  improvement  in  prison  discipline  has  been  maintained, 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons  records  in  his  annual  report 
that  "  since  the  introduction  of  the  Mark  System  Regulations  in 
Maioh,  1900,  the  conduct  of  prisoners  has  very  much  im^woved, 
and  they  perform  their  allotted  tasks  satisfactorily.  It  is  only 
12518  C  2 


,  Google 


■tatdstiaB, 
1897-190J. 


36  COLOMIAL   BBPOBTB — AMSUAL. 

in  very  rare  inBtaneea  thafpriaonerB  do  not  earn  the  full  ammmt 
oi  markfl  daily." 

Book-binding  La^  now  been  added  to  the  other  prison  indue- 
tries,  and  a  good  deal  of  creditable  work  done  in  this  branch  of 
trade  both  for  G-oTenunent  Deparfanents  and  for  private  personB. 

66.  The  following  table  gives  a  comparative  statement  for  the 
last  five  years  of  the  number  of  persons  committed  to  prison 
ana  the  daily  average  of  prisoners  in  priscMi :  — 


1 

Daily  aTerage  of 

Year. 

male  and  female 

10  prison. 

Prison. 

1 

,  1897 

279 

3-21 

HIS 

52 

1  1901 

276 

40 

Of  the  27G  persons  committed  to  prison  in  1901,  256  were 
men  and  21  were  women,  being  2  men  and  37  women  leas  than 
the  numbers  committed  to  prison  in  1900.  Only  92  men  and  6 
women  were  committed  to  prison  for  purposes  of  penal  imprison- 
ment, the  remainder  undergoing  impriBonment  in  lieu  of  pay- 
ment of  fines  and  coets.  Of  the  daily  average  of  prisoners,  '68 
were  men  and  2  were  wianen,  and  the  averse  was  lower  by  twelve 
than  it  was  in  1900. 


Ceiuiuof 
31it  Mat, 
1901. 


VII.— CENSUS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

67.  The  i-esults  of  the  Census  taken  on  the  Slst  May,  1901. 
have  shown  that  the  actual  population  of  the  Seychelles  Idanda 
on  that  date  was  not  so  large  as  the  estimated  population  on  the 
31st  December,  1900. 

On  the  latter  date  it  was  estimated  that  the  population  amounted 
to  20,275 ;  but  the  Census  Commissioner,  in  hi  report,  gives  the 
number  on  the  ;31st  May,  1901,  as  19,2^7,  of  whom  9,805  are 
males  and  9,432  are  females.  These  figures  are  exclusive  of 
21  pemona  who  were  aa.  board  two  foreign  ships  in  the  harbour  of 
Victoria  and  in  the  waters  of  Silhouette  Island,  respectively. 

The  miscalculation  appears  to  be  due  to  errors  which  were 
committed  in  the  annual  reports  on  vital  statistics  subsequent 
*.o  the  Census  of  1891,  and  up  to  and  including  the  liepoit  for 
1897,  and  were  partly  attributable  to  want  of  infarmati<m  aa  to 
the  number  of  arrivals  and  departures  in  each  year,  or  to  in- 
correct information  under  these  heads.     The  mistakes  have  be«i 
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eoireoled  ao  far  a«  wm  posaible,  and  the  figures  which  are  nov 
supplied  by  the  Civil  Status  Office  and  the  Fort  Office  may  be 
accepted  as  reliable. 

68.  The  following  table  gives  a  coiTected  statement  of  the  PopoUtioii 

population  of  the  Seychelles  Islands  at  intervala  of  ten  years  ''"'*'>  1861  to- 

from  1S51  to  1901:—  **'l      , 

compaMO. 


Tear. 

MdSH. 

Feiiui)«B. 

TowJ. 

Increase. 

1851            

3,625 

3,166 

6,8U 

3.7.37 

3,719 

7,486 

678 

5,793 

5,-289 

11,08a 

3,596 

7,179 

6,902 

14,081 

2,999 

8,302 

8,13S 

16,440 

2.359 

Census  of  .-.tb  April. 

1901           

9,806 

9,432 

19,287 

2,797 

CensQgof  SldtMay. 

09.  It  will  be  seen  that,  vhilst  the  populatioa  has  nearly  Qreatert 
trebled  in.  the  last  50  years,  I  wae  in  enw  in  stating  in.  my  laat  inoease 
Blue  Book  Report  that  the  greatest  increase  had  taken  place  in  fSeT^^ 
the  last  decade,  and  that,  aa  a  fact,  the  greatest  increase  occurred  xyji^ 
in  the  ten  years  between  1861  and  1871. 

70.  In  the  following  table  the  results  oi  the  Census  of  1891  Cenanaes  of 
and  of  that  of  1901  are  compared  as  regards  the  12  largest  islands  J|^|  P^ 
of  the  Seychelles  Group.     This  group  contains  36  islands,  andj^j^^^ 
is   distinct  from  the  other  groups   under  the  Government  of  compared. 
Seychelles,  which  comprise  118  islands  in  all :  — 


laUnd. 

Acrea. 

1891. 

1901. 

Increa.. 

Decraaao. 

M»h.'.     

86,620 

l.<(,361 

15,166 

1,815 

_ 

PraBlin 

9,700 

1,236 

1,621 

386 

7 

La  Digue 

2,600 

866 

1,074 

308 

Curicuae 

35 

24 

Felioit.'- 

800 

42 

27 

15 

North 

525 

51 

79 

28 

_ 

St.  Anne 

500 

35 

65 

30 

Denis    

340 

31 

34 

3 

Cert       

290 

51 

61 

10 

Frigate 

275 

61 

— 

27 

Bird  or  Sei  Cow 

— 

ToMl 

56,410 

16,142 

I8,6f.8 

2,599 

73 

The  above  table  shows  tha£  out  of  a  total  popiilation  of  19.237, 
xo  less  than  IS.iiOS  were  living  at  the  time  of  the  Census  on 
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12  islands  onlv,  and  that  the  number  of  persons  living  on  the 
other  62  islanda  did  not  amount  io  more  thaa  569. 

NationalitiM      71.  Iq   the  following   table   the   population    is    divided   by 

^ ■_«„„     nationalitieB,  and  the  figures  of  1901  are  compared  with  those  of 

'**^*'*^     1891:— 


Nationality. 

1891. 

1901. 

Africans 

1,754 

1.158 

AbjMiniam          

12 

AmericanB 

HI 

5 

AmbianB 

9 

■i 

BrftziliNiB 

■> 

Britiah        

li^b2 

17,iW8 

{^hinMe     

46 

98 

Dntch        

I 

French       

2-29 

187 

GermanH 

4 

6 

Greek        

1 

1 

JapaneEO 

1 

MalagRuiee           

47 

Norwegians            

.'i 

Persians     

2 

Portuguese           

38 

4 

1 

■i 

1 

Swiea         

•2 

a 

Turks        

2 

Zanzibsris 

Total        

& 

H',,440 

10,237 

The  inteieeting  features  of  the  above  return  are  the  decrease  in 
the  liberated  African  slave  population,  due  probably  to  deaths 
rather  than  to  other  causes,  no  liberated  slaves  having  been  intro- 
duced into  Seychelles  for  many  years ;  the  considerable  increase 
in  the  British  population  j  the  decrease  in  the  French  population ; 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  Chinese,  who  play  so  important 
a  part  in  the  retail  trade  of  the  Colony ;  and  the  introduction  of 
natives  from  Madagascar,  who  have  probably  come  by  way  of 
Mauritius.  There  is  plenty  of  room  and  plenty  of  labour  in 
Seychelles  for  these  immigrants,  and  it  would  be  fortunate  if 
other  natives  of  Madagascar,  now  in  Mauritius,  could  be  induced 
to  settle  here. 

72.  In  the  Census  for  1891,  the  number  of  British  Indians  in 
Seyohelles  was  given  as  200.  This  number  had  increased  at 
the  time  of  last  year's  Census  to  336,  and  does  not  include  Indiana 
bom  in  Seychelles  or  in  Mauritius,  the  latter  of  whom  are 
estimated  by  the  Census  Commissioner  to  be  about  50  in  number. 
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I  repeat  wliat  I  have  stated  on.  many  occoaioiLs,  lliat  if  the 
islands  under  the  Seychelles  lioTemment  are  to  be  fully  devef 
loped,  it  is  essential  that  natives  of  India  should  be  recruited  as 
imniigrant«  to  supplement  the  present  insufficient  labouring 
pupulatioD. 

73.  Of  the  British  population,  trbich  numbers  17,698,  no  less  N^tiTM  of ^ 
than  16,563  are  natives  of  Seychelles,  giving  an  increaee  of ''"y*^''*''  ' 
2,924  over  the  number  of  persona  bom  in  the  Seychelles  Islands 

as  established  by  the  Census  of  1891.  It  ha«  not  been  found 
possible  and,  as  the  Census  Commissioner  pointa  out,  "  it  would 
certainly  have  beem  inyidiooB  to  elasaify  the  natives  of  Seychelles 
according  to  colour."  At  the  ouiside  the  white  population,  cumot 
exceed  one  fourth  of  the  total  population,  and  many  persons  put 
the  proportion  for  lower. 

74.  The  religious  denominationa  of  the  population  in  1891  ^^^jjJ!^*?L 
and  1901  are  given  in  the  following  tables    The  term  "  Frotes-  jeiimons 
tant"  includes  Anglicans,  Methodist  and  Presbyterian,  whilst  denomina- 
ihe  term  "  Roman  Catholic  "  includes  "  Catholics  "  and  "  Apos-  ttoaii. 
tolie  Catholics." 


1891. 

1901. 

BnddhUta 

43 

3 

Dot  given. 

65 

Greek        

1 

Hindoos 

1G6 

389 

Jew           

1 

Latherian  Evangeluts    ... 

2 

73 

63 

NewChorch         

5- 

P«g«ii"      

10 

PuMe*     

7 

Proteitonta            

2^636 

2,631 

Roman  Oatiiolioe 

13,504 

1R,038 

Sbintoiats 

1 

No  rriigion           

16 

25 

Notfteted. 

Total       

— 

A 

16,440 

19,237 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  increase  (2,635)  in  the  number 
of  Itoman  Catholics,  and  the  increase  (233)  in  the  number  of 
Hindoos,  making  a  total  of  2,767,  only  fall  short  by  30  of  the 
total  increase  in  the  population  of  1901  over  the  populati<ni 
eMablisbed  by  the  Census  oi  1891. 

75.  There  is  one  other  table  given  in  the  Census  Report  whioh  Popnlatiun  - 
it  may  be  as  well  to  reproduce  here,  and  that  is  the  table  showing,  "''^'*^?*2 
under  six  headings,  the  occupations  and  professions  of  tii^  ^d'^'^^™*^^ 
popolation.    As  in  the  case  of  the  other  preceding  tables,  the  pnifwiioiu. 
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classitication  of  tlie  Census  of  1891  is  given  tor  purposes  of  <-uiif 
parison. 


— 

1891. 

1901. 

ProfesBional 

DomMtic 

Commeroil 

Agricultmul 
Industrial 

.     241 
1,470 
445 
3,662 
1,742 
8,680 

374 
2,l:i8 

486 
3,780 

974 
n,495 

Total 

16,440 

19,237 

The  Cen^uB  CommiBaioner  liae  not  cinnpared  the  f^ures  of 
1901  with  those  given  in  1891  on  account  of  the  unreliability  of 
the  previous  figures  aa  admitted  by  the  CommiBsioner  of  the  last 
Census  in  his  Keport,  nor  doT  think  that  the  returns  of  occupa- 
tion for  1901  can  be  accepted  aa  correct.  It  is  incredible  thfft 
the  industrial  population,  that  is  those  persons  irho  are  engaged 
in  some  kind  of  handicraft  or  industry  should  have  decreased 
in  ten  years  by  no  less  than  768,  and  that,  out  of  a  total  popula- 
tion of  19,237,  11,495  should  have  no  employment.  It  is  true 
that  in  the  11,495  are  included  500  persons  vho  are  returned  as 
independent  proprietors  or  fund  holders,  37  prisoners  in  the 
Victoria  Qaol,  and  upwards  of  lOO  persons  who  are  suSerin^ 
from  some  incurable  malaJy ;  whilst  46  other  persons  are  ac- 
counted for  as  political  prisoners,  Qovemment  pensioners,  etc. ; 
and  it  is  also  true  that  the  total  includes  females  who  are  not 
employed  in  any  trade,  profession,  or  industry,  as  well  as  3,836 
children  who  are  on  the  roll  of  different  schools,  but,  after 
mtJcing  deductions  for  the  above  persons,  it  must,  I  think,  be 
concluded  that  many  have  allowed  themselves  to  be  classified 
under  the  heading  "  unemployed,"  who,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
are  engaged  in  some  definite  employmeat.  Poverty  in  Sey- 
chelles, in  the  sense  of  the  word  generally  understood,  there  is 
almost  none,  and,  if  those  persons  who  constitute  what  is  called 
"the  poorer  classes "  are  returned  as  " unemployed,"  the  |h^>- 
bable  erplanation  is  that  they  are  principally  females  who  are 
occupied  in  looking  after  houaehold  matters  in  the  absence  of 
their  husbands,  fathers,  or  brothers,  a«  the  case  may  be,  or 
because  they  misunderstood  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  occupa- 
tion "  or  "  profession,"  and  were  under  the  impression  that  if 
they  were  engaged  in  cultivating  their  own  land  they  had  no 
special  "  occupation."  In  a  population  where  the  majority  can 
neither  read  hor  write  the  mistake  is  not  unnatural. 
'  76.  The  population  of  Seychelles  on  the  Slst  December,  1901. 
population  is  estimated  ity  the  chief  officer  of  the  Civil  Status  as  being 
^f^*  19,343,  or  an  increase  of  106  on  the  results  of  the  Census.     This 

1901         '     increase  is  made  up  of  92  males  and  14  females. 
Birth  and  77.  The  birth-rate  in  1901  was  32-61  perl.OOO,  and  the  dcath- 

death-ratea.   rate  18*77,  or  practically  the  same  as  that  of  London  in  1900. 
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Owing  to  tile  erroi's  mode  since  1S91  in  estimating  annually 
the  total  population,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  for  1900  and 
previous  yeara  require  adjustment.  Assuming  that  the  popula- 
tion on  the  31at  December,  1900,  was  19,011,  as  is  now  estimated 
by  the  chief  officer  of  the  Civil  Status,  and  not  20,275  ae  pre- 
viously given,  the  death-rate  for  1900  was  1828  instead  of  17"05, 
GO  that  the  rate  for  1901  was  '49  more  than  the  rate  for  1900. 

78.  An  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  Vital  Statistica  of  theselnfiiat    ,  ,. 
islands  is  the  high  rate  of  infaat  mortality,  no  less  than  half  >nc"'tiility. 
the  total  number  of  deaths  being  those  of  children  under  £ve 

years  of  age.  The  Chief  Medical  Officer  attributes  this  mortality 
principally  to  the  increase  of  pulmonary  troubles  during  the  year, 
from  which  the  children  among  the  coloured  population  espe- 
cially suffered  owing  to  their  wearing  insufficieiit  clothing. 

79.  Notwithe tending  an  epidemic  of  dengue  fever,  which  broke  HMltbin«w 
out  in  1900  and  continued  in  the  early  part  of  1901,  and  an  2* 
unusually  large  number  of  cases  of  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  and  ^°  ^  *^ 
broikchitis,  Seychelles  maintained  its  reputation  as  the  healthiest 
possession  of  the  Crown  within  the  Tropics. 

At  an  elevation  of  from  300  to  400  feet  above  sea  level  an 
ideal  climate  can  be  found,  and  even  on  the  sea  coast  the  climate 
is  only  trying  for  two  or  three  montlis  in  the  year. 

80.  The  creation,  under  Ordinance  No.  31  of  1900,  of  a  Local  Improve. 
Board  of  Health  for  the  town  of  Victoria,  with  executive  powers,  '»entB  in 
and  with  ample  funds  at  its  di^MJsal,  has  been  attended  with  ^j^^^  ,^^ 
excellent  i-esults,  and  an  im[«t)vement  has  taken  place  in  the  creation  of 
streets  and  general  appearance  of  the  town.     The  water  supply  Local 

Jtas  been  increased ;  the  soavengering  end  latrine  servictis  are  Boards  of 
now  carried  out  by  a  contractor-,  and  the  town  is  better  lighted.  H^**' 
Local  Boards  of  Health  were  also  created  in  December  last  in 
the  islands  of  Praslin  and  La  Digue,  but  only  entered  on  their 
labours  on  the  Ist  January. 

SI.  The  vaccination  results  of  last  year  were  again  unsatis-  Vacdoatioik 
Sctory.     From  January  to  May  the  lymph  had  to  be  sent  to 
Seychelles  by  way  of  Colombo;  and,  notwithstanding  every  care 
taken  of  it  during  transport,  it  generally  arrived  in  bad  con- 
dition. 

From  Itlay  to  September,  the  mail  service  to  Seychelles  was 
interrupted,  but  from  September  to  the  end  of  the  year,  during 
which  time  the  Messageries  MariUmes  steamers  c^ed  at  Sey- 
chelles every  month,  the  lymph  arrived  in  better  condition,  and 
the  vaccination  results  consequently  improved. 

Out  of  454  vaccinationB  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  reports  that 
200  were  succeaaful  the  first  time,  96  tlie  second  time,  and  37 
the  third  time,  and  that  121  were  unsuccessful. 

82.  The  alterations  effected  in  1900  in  the  Quarantine  laws  QDarantinik 
and  regulations  worked  smoothly  and  well  throughout  the  year. 
It  having  been  established  that  rata  are  mainly  instrumental  in 
spreading   plague,   necessary  precautions  have   been  taken   to 
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prevent  the  introduction  into  Seychelles  o{  rate,  wtiilst  a  omeade 
against  rats,  the  nativeB  of  these  islands,  has  be^i  set  oa  foot 
by  offering  5  cents  for  each  rat'a  tail  brought  to  a  Police  Station. 
From  the  17th  Mareh,  1900,  to  the  Slat  December,  1901,  no  less 
than  194,494  rata  have  been  accounted  for.  The  destruction  of 
rats  has  prored  beneficial  from  an  agricultural  as  irell  as  a 
sanitary  point  of  view,  as  cocoa-nut  and  cacao  plantations  have 
in  the  past  sufEered  muoh  from  their  depredations. 

83.  The  following  table  gives  the  rainfall  and  the  aiaxima 
and  minima  shade  temperature  in  Tictoria  for  the  last  five 
years:  — 


Hinimom 

Tear. 

Bunfall. 

Bhftde 
Tempenture. 

>hade 
Tempentnre. 

1897 

101-98 

88-8 

71-8 

1898 

97-63 

82-9 

77-4 

88-42 

87-4 

70-0 

1900 

110-75 

88-7 

741 

1901 

102-26 

88-5 

68-4 

The  year  1901  was  cooler  throughout  than  1900,  the  mean 
temp^ttture  bedng  78'48  against  79'&8  in  1900.  The  meaa 
temperature  for  1898  was  79-40,  and  for  1899  7884.  The  coolest, 
driest,  and  healtJiieet  months  of  the  year  are  from  June  to 
October.  February  was  the  wettest  month,  with  a  rainfall  ot 
16*00  inches;  and  August  was  the  driest  month  with  a  rainfall 
of  only  1'33  inch.  Rain  fell  on  145  days  in  1898,  on  162  daya 
in  1899,  on  174  days  in  1900,  and  on  163  days  in  1901. 

84.  The  prevailing  directions  of  the  wind  are  S.  and  S.E.  and 
K.  and  If .W.  The  average  force  of  the  wind  during  each  month 
of  1900  and  1901  is  given  in  the  following  table :  — 


Janosry 
Pfibrmry 

April    ... 
May      ... 

J™/    '.'.'. 

Angnat... 

!^ept«mber 

Ootober 

NoTomber 

Decembor 


Mile* 

Miles 

pet  boor, 

pet  hour. 

1901. 

'7 

5-9 

5-6 

6-2 

5 

6-1 

61 

4-3 

61 

5-8 

9-4 

8-9 

n-6 

9-5 

13-3 

14-2 

11-6 

11-7 

9-3 

7-5 

7-3 

6-3 

4-7 

5-6 
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T3ie  Seychelles  lelands,  including  the  Amirantes  ami  Aldabra 
ffruups,  are  all  situated  outside  the  hurricane  zone,  &nJ  planters 
are,  therefore,  exempt  from  those  losses  which  are,  from  time  to 
time,  incurred  in  other  colonies  whose  geographical  position  is 
leas  fortunate. 


VIII.-POSTAL  SEKVICE. 

85.  The  increase  in  the  Postal  business  of  1900,  to  which  atten-  Increaae  m 
tion  was  called  in  the  Blue  Book  Report  for  that  year,  was,  it  will  poh^ 
be  seen,  from  the  following  comparative  statement,  maintained  last  [J"^^^ 
Tear,  and  the  revenue  derived  from  the  Poet  Office  Department  „ 
increased  from  lU.  16,043.85  in  1900  to  Bb.  ^:i,a81.S4  in  1901, 
and  was  the  largest  ever  colleiited.     Tlie  explanations  of  the 
inciease  are  given  in  paragraph  tj  of  this  Report. 


Year     

1897. 

1898.    ■     189i>.    j     1900. 

1901. 

Letters  received       

Letterasent 

Newspapers,  poet-carda,  book 
packet*,  wmples,  &e.,  re- 
ceived. 

packetx,  sampleg,  &a.,  sent. 

Parcele  received       

Parcels  sent 

12,656 

13,804 
4,033 

560 

a7.3 

460 

22,.'i30      -28,544      r.lfiS) 
33,000      38,040      39,879 
18,930      47,640      69,379 

575        6,610  \     2.VM 

33?          269           393 
304          392          422 

65,210 
48.649 
61,167 

9,576 

:i;io 

1,369 

Totals       

31,786 

75,672    121,586    160,664 

186,361 

Money  Orders  issued 
Money  Orders  paid 

ns. 

36,661 
41,226 

Bx.           Rs.           Rs. 
44,969      62,673  ,   96,^96 
14,194      22,325  :    10,316 

Ba. 

64,302 
22,1U7 

Totals       

77.886      59,153      84,'J98  ;  111,610 

86,409 

That  in  five  years,  the  total  r  umber  of  postal  articles  received 
and  sent  should  have  increased  nearly  six  times  is  a  noteworthy 
iact. 

86.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  parcels  sent  and  the  decrea:ae  Trans- 
in  the  valne  of  money  orders  issued  are  both  due  to  the  unusually  ™'^.'^' 
large  amount  of  vanilla  forwarded  by  parcel  post,  vanilla  being  v  *°'^  , 
sent  as  a  cheaper  form  of  remittance  than  money  orders.  p^^. 

On  insufficient  grounds  the  amount  of  vanilla  to  be  forwarded 
by  any  one  person  or  firm  by  any  particular  mail  was  limited  in 
June,  1898,  to  ten  kilos.  This  restriction  was  removed  in 
February,  1901,  and  although  the  weight  of  any  packet  of  vanilla 
must  not  exceed  five  kilos,  the  number  of  packets  to  be  sent  as 
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postal  parcels  by  any  person,  is  unlimited,  subject  to  tbe  reasMi- 
able  coadition  that  the  parcels  are  deposited  at  tlie  Post  Office 
three  days  before  the  scheduled  datie  of  departure  ot  the  nuul 
steamers,  so  that  thei'e  may  be  one  clear  day  for  having  the 
parcels  packed.  A'aailla  to  the  amount  of  K,3.  5,040.690^  the 
declared  value  of  which  was  Its.  110,572.84,  was  exported  by 
parcel  poet  in  1901. 

Inlmndpoitftl      87.  In  paragraph  87  of  the  Blue  Book  Report  for  1900,  refer- 
•""***  ence  was  made  to  the  arrangemeutB  for  an  inland  postal  service, 

which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  -January,  1901.  During 
last  year  12,778  letters  and  5,058  newspapers  were  conveyed 
through  the  medium  of  the  inland  post,  but  as  2,505  letters  and 
1,334  newspapers  were  either  received  from  abroad  or  posted  for 
i  abroad  in  the  country  districts,  these  letters  and  newspapers  are 
also  included  in  the  number  of  Setters  and  newspapers  received 
and  sent  w'hich  is  given  in  the  foregoing  table. 

The  results  of  the  inland  postal  sei-vice  in  1901  compare  very 
favourably  with  those  obtained  in  189;t  and  1894,  when  an 
inland  postal  service  was  in  operation  for  nine  months.  Then 
the  total  number  of  letters  sent  through  the  local  post  was  only 
553,  and  the  service  came  to  an  end  on  the  31st  July,  1894. 

The  cost  of  the  local  ptist  in  1901,  including  the  wages  of 
postmen  and  all  incidental  charges,  and  payment  for  the  con- 
veyance of  mails  to  and  from  Praslin  and  La  Digue,  was 
lis.  1,R29.20  and  the  revenue  only  Rs,  728.10,  leaving  a  deficit 
of  Rs.  901.10;  but  the  conveuience  to  persons  living  in  Mahe, 
Praslin,  and  La  Digue  of  being  able  to  send  lottera  through  a 
propei'ly  organised  local  post  more  than  counterbalances  the 
loss  of  revenue  which  has  occuneil.  The  increasing  number  of 
letters  sent  through  the  local  post  aft'ords  grounds  for  hoping 
that  the  service  Will  soon  become  self-supporting,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  an  inland  money  order  system,  and  the  I'egistration 
of  letters  passing  through  the  local  post  will  help  to  secure  this 
result. 

■ail  Mrrice.  88.  The  arrangements  with  the  British  India  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Company,  Limited,  for  a  monthly  mail  service  from  Colombo 
to  Mauritius  calling  at  Seychelles  en  route  and  fnmi  Mauritius 
to  Aden  by  way  of  Seychelles  were  terminated  by  the  Company 
on  the  4th  February,  1901,  after  exactly  one  year,  but  were 
renewed  up  to  May,  1901,  the  last  mails  brought  to  Seychelles 
from  Colombo  arriving  by  the  S.S.  "  Vadala,"  on  the  17th  May. 

From  the  17th  May  up  to  the  20th  August,  when  through  Hio 
courtesy  of  the  Commander,  mails  were  brought  to  Seychellea 
from  Mauritius  by  the  Portugiiese  gunboat  "  Rio  Lima,"  no 
European  mail  reached  Seychelles.  Every  endeavour  was  made 
by  the  Colonial  Government  to  enter  into  a  new  agreement  with 
the  British  India  Steam  Navigation  ('ompany  for  a  suitable  mail 
service,  but  the  annual  subsidy  of  il3,000  asked  by  the  Com- 
pany  for   a   monthly   service  between    Bombay  and  Zanzibar, 
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Seychelles  being  made  a  port  of  call  both  ways,  was  beyond  the 
means  of  the  Gorenunent,  and  the  negotiatdons  dropped. 

Subse^iuently  airangemeDts  wei-e  made  with,  the  Mesaageries 
MaritimeB  Company  that  their  steamers  which  leave  Marseilles 
on  the  25th  of  each  month,  Mid  which  call  at  Aden,  Diego  Suarez, 
and  'Paniatave  on  their  outVard  voyage  to  Mauritius,  s'lould 
touch  at  Seychelles  both  on  the  outward  and  homeward  voyages, 
the  ('ompany  receiving  2,000  franco  for  each  call  and  (he 
steamera  being  exempted  fi-om  all  harbour  dues. 

The  annual  rate  of  payment  for  this  service  is  Rs.  :J8,6S0,  and 
the  service  may  be  said  to  have  begun  with  the  arrival  at  Mah4 
on  the  8th  Augu«t  of  the  S.S.  "  Iraouaddy  "  on  her  homeward 
voyage,  but  mails  were  not  received  from  England  by  a  steamer 
of  the  Company  until  the  arrival  of  the  S.S.  "  Oal4donieQ  "  on 
the  11th  .September.  Since  that  date  the  mail  service  Las  been 
performed  punctually,  and  the  voyages  to  and  from  Marseilles 
only  occupy  18  days. 

The  seixice  is,  however,  not  convenient  for  the  trade  with 
India,  which  country  senda  Seychelles  upwards  of  a  third  of  the 
latter's  importe,  imd  formerly  took  one-sixth  of  its  imports,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  steamers  of  the  British  India  Company 
will  continue  to  call  occasionally  at  Seychelles. 

The  steamers  of  the  Imperial  Qerman.East  Africa  Company. 
which  proceed  from  Rangoon  to  Mombasa  vid  Colombo  every 
eight  weeks,  now  call  at  Seychelles  on  their  outward  and  home- 
warrl  voyages  to  the  great  advantage  of  these  islands. 

89.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Eastern  and  South  African  Telegraph 
Telegraph  Company  I  am  able  to  furnish  a  comparative  table  statirtics. 
of  the  total  number  of  cablegrams  received  and  sent  for  the 
last  five  years :  — 

Tear  ending  .SUt  March.  1898.      1899.      1900.      I90I. 


1,767  I    1.1(67  I   2,244 


2,39U 


Of  the  tofcal  annual  suUidy  of  ^28,000,  payable  for  20  yeai-s 
by  the  Imperial  Government  to  the  Telegraph  Company,  under 
an  agi-eement  dated  the  29th  March,  189:1,  for  the  maintenance 
of  lefegraphic  communication  between  Seychelles  and  Mauritius 
and  Seychelles  and  Zanzibar,  Seychelles  pays  annually  £1,000 
and  Mauritius  £7,000,  so  that  the  actual  amount  paid  by  the 
Imperial  Government  is  reduced  to  £20,000. 
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IX.— OENEfiAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


H^r^^it  ^**'  ^^  ^^^  principal  events  of  the  year  1901  there  is  one  whick 
Queen  oversliadows   all  others — the   pasGing    of   Her    Majesty   Queen. 

"Victoria.         Victoria. 

A  nation  in  moumioff  for  its  Sovereign  has  been  seen  before ; 
but  history  shows  no  precedent  for  the  grief  displayed  in  every 
part  of  the  globe  at  the  death  of  the  Great  White  Queen. 

And  yet  mingled  with  the  sorrow  of  the  Empire,  which  the 
rest  of  the  world  shared,  was  the  proud  satisfaction  that  the  work 
of  the  Queen  for  nearly  sixty-four  years  had  been  well  and  truly 
done;  and  tliat  in  welcoming  to  the  throne  King  Edward  VII. 
and  his  Gracious  Consort,  their  subjects  did  so  with  the  deep- 
rooted  confidence  that  the  beneficent  infiuence  of  the  Sovereign 
would  remain  unchamged,  and  that  there  would  be  no  alteration 
in  the  position  of  Crown  and  people,  which  had,  during  the 
Victorian  Era,  tded  fast  the  bonds  of  mutual  confidence,  affection, 
and  respect. 

Imperial  and      91.  To  the  Imperial  Memorial  in  London  in  loving  memory  of 

Local  ^^g  jg^  Queen,  Seychelles,  in  common  with  other  Colonies  has 

^""^  been  permitted  to  contribute  its  sbane,  and  a  local  memorial  will 

shortly  be  erected  in  the  capital  of  Mah6,  to  which  the  Queen 

gave  her  name. 

Public  ^~-  The  year  1901  was  an  exceptionally    busy   one   for    the 

works.  Public  Works  Department,  several  much  noeded  buildings  hav- 

ing been  erected,  and  two  new  water  supplies    at    out^-stations 
having  been  laid  down  during  the  year. 

Bmd  work.  98.  But  the  principal  work  was  the  continuation  of  the  con- 
struction in  Malie  of  roads,  tJie  cost  of  which  was  defrayed  from 
the  loan  of  ;£30,000,  and  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of 
existing  roads.  Not  only  was  the  programme  of  roadwork  for 
the  year  carried  out,  but  additional  work  was  taken  in  hand, 
and  the  road  system  in  Mah6  at  the  end  of  1901  showed  a  very 
considerable  improvement  om  its  condition  two  years  before.  The 
loan  will  Be  exhausted  this  year,  and  the  cost  of  further  road 
construction  must  be  defrayed  from  general  revenue  funds.  I 
estimate  that,  in  order  to  meet  the  growing  demands  for  new 
roads,  a  further  sum  of  Ks.  100,000  must  be  expended.  But  if 
there  is  no  falling  off  in  t^e  annual  revenue,  there  is  no  reason 
why  this  expenditure  should  not  be  incurred,  only  care  should 
be  taken  not  to  attempt  too  much  in  any  one  year. 

Exbibitionof  94.  One  event  of  local  interest  deserves  special  mention  in 
f^Pj^*>«f>  this  report.  I  refer  to  the  first  Industrial  and  Agricultural 
'^'-  Exhibition  held  in  SeyehelleH. 

This  Exhibition  was  opened  on  the  19th  September,  and  re- 
mained open  for  the  two  following  days.  The  exhibits  num- 
bered 224,  and  included  the  best  specimens  of  all  the  products 
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of  Seychelles  and  objects  of  interest  and  iLandiwork  properly 
classified  under  various  headings.  When  the  proposal  to  hold 
an  exhibition  wbb  first  mooted,  some  persons  showed  a  curious 
reluctance  to  take  any  part  in  it,  but  the  object  of  the  exhibition 
having  been  explained,  the  reluctance  disappeared,  exhibits  from 
all  partfl  of  Seychelles  were  forthcoming,  and  the  exhibition  at-  , 

tained  an  unexpected  measure  of  snccesB.  It  has  now  been 
decided  to  hold  in  September,  1903,  a  second  exhibition,  and  the 
programme  of  exhibito  is  being  prepared  by  the  Agricultural 
Board. 

96.  The  future  of  Seychelles  depends  on  the  development  of  Fntue 
its  agrioultural  industries,  and  the  increase   of   those  products  groapecti  of 
which  command  a  ready  and  constant   sale   in    the   European  Seyiilielka. 
mari^et.     To  assist  in  this  development  is  the  aim  and  ambition 
of  the  Government.     It  is  also  its  duty,  and  in  the  fulfilment  of 
this  du^  Administrators  and  puWic  officers  will  find  full  scope 
for  their  ener^iea  for  many  years  to  come. 


Government  House, 

Seychelles,  12th  July,  1902. 


E.  B.  SWBBT  EflCOTT, 

A  dminiatrator. 
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ANNEXUItE. 

Keport  fob  1901,  by  Cukatok  of  Botanic  Station, 
Seychelles. 

I.— SOIL. 
Otigm  of  tbe     2,  The  Seychelles  group  is  a  coUection  of  small  grwiitic  islands 
hlandfi.  **      ^^^  difEerent  from  those  of  more  common  madreporic  and  vol- 
canic origin  which  are  found  in  their  neighbourhood. 

It  is  supposed  that  they  formed  part  of  a  vast  continent 
formerly  situated  between  Madagascar,  Africa,  India,  and  the 
Moluccas,  to  which  the  English  naturalist  Sclater  has  given  the 
name  of  "  Lemuria."  This  suggestion  is  based  on  the  fact  tliat 
many  insects  and  plants  in  Seychelles  belong  to  the  same  flora 
and  fauna  as  tboseofsome  East  Indian  and  African  countries. 
^o^P^'t'O"  2.  The  rocks  of  the  Seychelles  Islands  are  gigantic  and 
extremely  varied  in  their  composition,  which  is  principally 
either  granitic  or  syenitic.  Many  eruptive  rocks  of  a  more 
recent  formation,  such  as,  for  example,  porphyries,  diorites,  dia- 
bases, melaphyrs,  and  even  doleritea  are  mixed  with  the  granite. 
Most  of  the  latter  rocks  are  of  finer  grain,  sometimes  darker  in 
colour  and  resembling  basalt.  ... 
^i*™*"""  3.  All  these  rocks  have  been  decomposed  on    the   spot    and 

o  e  801 .  transformed  into  laterites,  to  which  is  attached  the  formation  of 
nearly  all  the  soils  of  Seychelles.  The  decomposition  of  granite 
has  led  to  the  formation  of  the  common  red  argillaceous  soil  im- 
pregnated with  particles  of  quartz.  The  decomposition  of  other 
Olsyey  soila.  i^gcks  deprived  of  quarts,  such  as  diorites,  diabases,  Ac,  has  pro- 
duced uncultivable  clayey  soils  which  are,  in  some  cases,  good 
for  pottery  purposes. 
Landslips.  4.  As  many  rocks  which  do  not  readily  decompose  are  found 

above  these  argillaceous  soils,  it  happens  that  under  the  action  of 
rain,  which  is  practically  unchecked  since  the  whole  country  has 
been  deforested,  landslips  occur. 

Many  still  recall  the  landslip  of  1862  which  deposited  several 
acres  of  land  on  the  beach  of  Victoria.  The  same  inconsiderate 
d^orestatioQ  causes  many  tons  of  good  soil  to  be  washed  down 
daily  to  the  sea  by  the  rivers,  the  waters  of  which  remain  long 
discoloured  by  humus,  after  the  passage  of  showers. 
Tnosported  5_  These  transported  soils  are,  however,  exceptional,  and  ib  is 
"'  principally  the  argillaceous  soils  above-mentioned  with     which 

the  planters  have  to  deal.  These  argillaceous  soils,  when  situated 
Bandy  sous.    ^^  sloping  ground  and  after  being  cultivated  for  some  time,  soon 
lose  the  greater  part  of  their  clay  and    are    transformed    into 
gravelly  and  sandy  soils,  the  subsoil  a  few  inches  below  the  sur- 
Madreporio    f»oe  remaining  clayey.       Soils  of  madreporic  origin  are  some- 
soils,  times  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  granitic  islands  and  contain 
guano  deposits.       These  soils  are  so  plac«d  that  they  receive  a 
great  part  of    the  clay  washed  down  from  the  mountains,  with 
the  result  that  a  special  soil  is  formed,  very  fertile,  containing 
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lime  and  sand  origin&ting  from  coral,  phospliateB  and  nitrogen 
from  the  gnano,  and  clay  from  the  granitio  bonlders  of  eaay  de- 
composition. 

6.  Sometimes  fne  madreporic  sands  are  deposited  by  the  sea  Huri^ 
at  the  mouths  of  rivers  which,  in  their  turn,  carry  down  the  **''^ 
soil  of  the  highlands.      Deposits  are  formed  in  opposite  direc- 
tions, the  course  oi  the  river  is  deflected,  and  marshy  lands  are 
formed,  madreporic  on  one  side,  granitic  on  the  other. 

7.  A  few  analyses  have  been  made  of  most  d  these  different  Compontii 
classes  of  soOs.    They  are  as  follows: —  of  the 

di&rent 
A.  Mechanical  Analysis.  boOs. 


1.  i 

ir  driad  uil. 
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6S-7 
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3.  A 
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11-69 
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8-as 

46-84 
19-71 
26-11 
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8-17 
60-66 
81-68 
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41 -BB 
30-S8 
18-04 
0«l 

B.   Chemical  Analysis  of  the  air  dried  soil  O'O — 

QBAVEL   BBMOVED. 
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6  Soil  No.  S  ta  the  anrfiuw  >oil  of  a  depremoa  of  n-aand  placed  in  the  orntM  of 
N«rUi  IilRud.    The  following  la  the  reialt  of  iti  aulyii*  made  by  Mr.  Bonune : 

Speciflo  gnvUr 0.791. 

A.  MediuiimI  Anal; m 
Ail  dried  loiL 

Fine  loil 94.(1 

Gn*el  and  Mane  oigaoic  mktter      6-0 


B.  Chemioal  Analjiii  of  fine  aoil. 
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Phoapliorl«  Mid    

Ferric  Oxide  and  alnnina 

Potaah        
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With  the  exception  of  soil  No.  8,  vrhich  ia  an  ideal  garden  soil, 
all  the  others  have  been  collected  at  the  Botanic  Station.  Noi. 
1,  3,  4,  and  6  are  surface  Boik,  and  Nog.  2,  5,  and  7  are  subsoik 
taken  6  inches  beneath  the  surface. 

Potash  is  not  present  in  sufficient  quantity  in  these  soils,  al- 
P"™"-  though  some  of  them  are  of  an     argillaceous     nattore.       This 

deficiency  is,  in  my  opinion,  due  to  the  bad  methodB  followed 
by  native  planters  in  the  coltiTation     of     ground     proTiaions. 
Whenever  the  natives  start  a  plantation  they  bum  all  the  weeds 
and  rubbish  on  the  ground  selected,  and  as  this  process  is  repeated 
every  year  some  of  the    potassium    salts    are    solubilised    and 
washed  out  of  the  soil  by  the  rains. 
j^''"*'>f"  o'        Lime  and  phosphoric  acid  are  also  wanting  in  these  soils  as  in 
b^mthoric     ^^  ^'^^  °^  granitic  origin.     It  is  wonderful  to  think  that  nature 
fii^  has  placed  very  near  them,  and  sometimes  above  tiiem,  abundant 

supplies  of  guano  which  are  turned  into  heavy  masses  of  lime  and 
phosphoric  acid  by  the  action  of  rain, 
ntiliiatioii         8_  "^Tiat  nature  has  done  may  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  planters 
o  poor  Boilfl.  ^f  Seychelles  for  the  cultivation  of  their  land.     With  the  aid  of 
some  potassium  salts  (which  are  wanting  in  the  guano  deposits) 
and  the  organic  matter  supplied  by  cattle,  or,  perhaps,    for  the 
present,  by  green  crop  manures,  the  granitic  sands  of  this  colony 
can  be  improved  into  cultivable  soils. 
Qo&Uties  of        9_  gamdy  soils  can  easily  stand  the  introduction  of  any  extra- 
^  neous  fertilising  agent.       It  is  this  characteristic  which  lends 

them  their  great  adaptability  for  cultivation.  But  on  the  other 
hand  in  the  tropics  where  moisture,  warmth  and  rain  are  exces- 
sive (as  is  the  csne  in  Seychelles)  the  drawback  to  sandy  soils  in 
cultivation  is  to  be  found  in  their  being  sometimes  overheated, 
in  their  being  deprived  of  their  active  constitaenta  by  heavy 
showers,  or  in  the  ready  growth  of  parasitic  fungi,  which  find 
an  easy  prey  in  the  roots  of  delicate  plants.  Trees  and  hardy 
plants,  on  the  contrary,  being  far  less  readily  affected  by  fungi, 
rain  or  warmth,  will  thrive  abundantly  in  the  above-named 
soils,  provided  they  are  properly  manured. 


II.— CLIMATE. 

'Weather  J-O-  ^1^®  meteorological  returns  registered  at  the  Port  Office, 

obaemtioiis.  which  is  situated  at  the  end  of  a  pier  about  200  ysoids  long, 
show  that  the  climate  of  Yictoria  is  not  so  moist  and  warm  as 
is  generally  believed.  There  are  many  months  which  can  be 
considered  as  dry  months.  The  relative  humidity,  whilst  never 
low,  is  far  from  being  excessive,  and  the  average  temperature  in 
the  shade  in  any  month  seldom  exceeds  86.  As  a  rule,  how- 
ever, the  oscillcvtions  of  the  barometer,  thermometer,  hygrometer 
and  pluviameter  are  not  great  from  one  month  fo  another  or 
.  from  one  year  to  another.  This  regularity  in  the  climatic 
manifestations  exerts  a  beneficial  influence  on  vegetation. 
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Hardly  anywhere  in.  the  tropics  is  there  a  country  of  a  mwe 
reireshingly  green  aapect  than  that  of  Seyohelles,  and  it  is  tlua 
luxuriance  of  vegetaitioa  which  generally  leads  tiaveUers  to  con- 
sider these  island  as  a  veritable  paradise.  As  regards  climate 
the  impressionB  of  travsUerB  are,  of  course  collect  enough,  but 
we  have  just  seen  how  many  poor  soils  exist  here.  It  is  a  pi^ 
that  the  influence  on  vegetation  of  such  a  good  climate  is  not 
supplemented  by  a  soil  of  good  chemical  composition. 

Formerly  when  the  soils  of  S^cheUea  were  not  yet  exiiausted 
hy  improper  methods  of  cultivation  and  by  inconsiderate  de- 
forestation, agricultural  enterprises  must  have  been  very  success- 
ful. 

11.  Although  the  climatic  obaervationa  are  very  similar  fromSo^*" 
one  month  to  another  all  the  year  round,  there  are  many  sudden  ^J^|^° 
changes  of  temperature  and  moisture  on  the  same  day  brought 

about  by  heavy  showers  of  rain  and  by  alterations  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  wind.  These  sudden  changes  have  also  an  infiuence 
on  the  growth  of  plants,  and  it  would  not  be  without  int-erest 
to  measure  them  properly  by  means  of  self-registering  instru- 
ments. 

12.  A  rainfall  of  about  100  inches  per  annum  is  not  really  7"^^  . 
excessive,  for  there  are  many  other  places  in  the  tropics  where  ™"°^^^ 
the  rainfall  is  heavier.  None  the  less  mamy  people  imagine  ooltivatioB. 
tiiat  it  is  useless  to  manure  plants  on  account  of  the  fertilising 

agents  being  washed  away  soon  Aft«r  their  application.  In 
some  caaefl  this  will,  of  course,  occur,  but  there  is  hardly  any 
place  in  the  tropics  in  which  the  same  thing  does  not  happen, 
especially  in  loctdities  situated  within  the  zone  of  hurricanes 
and  cyclones.  I  see  no  reason  why  high  manuring  should  not 
be  adopted  in  Seychelles  where  tree  planting  forms  the  ordinary 
cultivation,  provided  some  leguminous  plants  be  allowed  to  grow 
l>etween  the  trees  to  form  a  regular  mulching  of  the  soil,  and 
provided  also  that  carefully  graded  contour  drains  be  built  so  as 
to  prevent  loss  of  soil. 

Parasitic  diseases  and  unequal  crops  are  frequent  when  ferti- 
lization is  not  carried  on  properly.  Manuring  is  now  based  on 
well-knoiwn  laws,  and  every  planter  mnst  bear  in  mind  the  most 
important  of  them  all  which  states  that  "  if  the  minimum  re- 
quired by  a  plant  j)f  any  constituent  be  not  obtainable  in  the 
soil,  ell  others,  are  tn  vain  smd  the  plant  cannot  be  grown." 


III.— AGRICULTURAL  RESOURCES. 
13.  WiUi  regard  to  the  manuring  of  the  soil,  it  is  very  fortu-  Manoraa. 
nate  that,  in  a  granitic  country  like  Seychelles,  guano  deposits  ••  Guano, 
are  found  in  many  of  its  islands.     This  gnano  constitutes  at  the 
same  time  a  mineral  wealth  of  the  Colony.      The  deposits  are 
almost  invariably  ancient,  and  guano  beds  are  in  process  of  for- 
mation only  in  distant  islands  where  immense  flocks  of  birds  are 
13M8  n  3 
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-•till  to  be  ioond.  On  many  islaiuls  the  guano  is  found  in  dusty 
layers  on  the  surface  at  the  soil.  This  snrlace  guano  is  dark 
in  coloiir,  especially  vhen.  it  is  moist.  There  are  numerous 
tints,  which  vary  between  yellowish  brown  and  reddish  black. 
The  lighter-coloured  guanos  are  richer  in  phoBphoric  acid,  and 
the  dark  ones  ore  full  of  organic  matters  which  increase  the 
percentage  of  nitrogen.  All  this  surface  guano  is  now  more  or 
less  mixed  with  vegetable  decay. 

Under  the  action  of  rain,  and  in  prea^ice  of  the  carbonic  acid 
of  the  atmosphere,  the  phosphates  of  lime  are  dissolved  and  sink 
through  into  the  soil,  displacing  the  carbonates  of  lime  where 
the  island  is  madreporic,  thus  forming  a  second  layer  of  mineral 
guano,  which  ia  generally  lighter  in  colour,  and  the  richness 
of  which  in  phosphoric  acid  reaches,  and  even  exceeds,  that  of 
the  surface  guano.  Where  the  island  is  granitic,  and  where  clay 
is  mixed  with  the  guano  deposits,  the  phosphates  of  lime  in  a 
soluble  state  take  the  place  of  the  silicate  of  alumina,  and  a  phos- 
phate of  alumina  is  formed.  Sometimes  the  tronsfonnation  of 
phosphate  of  lime  into  phosphate  of  alumina  is  complete,  and  no 
molecule  of  phosphate  of  lime  remains  undecomposed. 

Even  the  granitic  rocks  which  are  found  in  the  sub-soil  of 
some  islands  are  attacked  by  the  solution  of  phosphate  of  lime ; 
and  when  the  surface  of  these  rocks  is  analysed  to  an  inch  or 
more  in  depth  it  is  found  that  all  the  phosphate  of  lime  has 
penetrated  and  transformed  the  rock  which  sometimes  contains 
as  much  as  25  per  cent,  of  phoBphat«  of  alumina. 

All  these  different  phosphates  originating  from  the  guano 
-deposits  are  found  in  immense  quantities,  which  I  estimate  as 
over  several  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons.  On  the  same  island 
very  different  kinds  of  guano  deposits  are  found,  and  scientific 
investigations  are  rendered  necessary  when  the  extraction  of 
guano  is  started.  I  have  analysed  on  the  same  island  the 
following  deposits:  — 


Water. 

OniJiiic 
matters. 

Mineral 
mattera. 

Phosphoric 
acid. 

Nitrogen. 

1.    4-42       ... 

16-50 

84-10 

2-8 

(H 

2.    S-18       ... 

7-54 

89-30 

6-1 

0^ 

S.  16-60       ... 

56  42 

26-98 

61 

2-9 

4.    3-26       ... 

6-36 

90-3^ 

6-6 

0-4 

6.    3-92       ... 

1110 

85-10 

«1 

0-6 

6.    5-60       ... 

9-58 

«4-80 

8-7 

0-fi 

7.    618        ... 

9-90 

83-92 

16-2 

0-4 

8.    6-08        ... 

4-20 

89-72 

178 

0-3 

9.    7-56       ... 

.^■64 

86-80 

19-0 

0-4 

10.    7-5*       ... 

1214 

80-32 

19-7 

07 

11.    7-36       ... 

10-98 

81-66 

21-7 

0.5 

12.    (i-92       ... 

1100 

82-10 

21-9 

0-5 

13   10-46       ... 

11-06 

78-48 

28-0 

<yj 

14.  12-5«       ... 

9-30 

78- U 

27-4 

0-4 

16.  lO-lfi       ... 

13-06 

76-78 

28-0 

07 
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Some  of  tlie  above-meatioiied  guaaos  are  exported  to  Msuri- 
iius.  South  Airica,  aod  Europe,  and,  as  the  phoaphorie  acid  the; 
ooDtain  ia  very  soluUe  ia  citrate  ol  ammoaia,  they  are  much 
appreciated  everyvhere.  When  they  coataio  leu  than  20  per 
cent,  of  phoftphorio  acid  they  are  very  seldom  exported  od  account 
of  their  not  being  able  to  bear  the  cost  of  freight,  aa  the  price 
they  fetch  depends  on  the  quantity  of  phosphates  they  contain. 
These  poor  guanos  remaining  in  Seychelles  will  always  form  an 
important  reserve  for  the  agricultural  development  of  the  Colony. 

14.  Anotiter  source  of  manure  is  to  be  found  in  the  depoalts  of  b.  Setweada. 
seaweed  which  are  washed  up  in  some  places  during  the  N.W. 
moneoon  and  in  others  during  the  S.E.  monsoon.  The  compo- 
nent parts  of  these  weeds  very  nearly  approach  those  of  good 
farm  manure,  but  with  a  greater  percentage  of  potash,  and  it  ia 
well  known  what  wonderful  eftects  they  produce  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  granitic  couutries  like  the  coast  of  Brittany  in  France. 

16.  It  ia  rather  surprising  that,  notwithstanding  a  good  Want  of  !1 
climate  and  so  many  sources  of  manure,  agriculture  in  Seychelles  capital  -121 
seems  to  be  in  a  backward  state.  This  is  due  no  doubt  to 
absence  of  capital  and  to  the  abnormally  high  rate  of  intereat 
at  which  alone  the  planter  is  able  to  secure  advances.  If  means 
could  be  adopted  of  obtaining  capital  at  reasonable  rates  to  help 
the  planters,  the  present  industriea  of  the  island  would,  in  a  short 
time  be  extended,  whilst  others  would  be  established. 

16.  Again,  owing  partly  to  absence  of  capital,  labour  is  very  f^uit  ot 
scarce  iu  Seychelles.     Many  labourers  have  been  employed  by  Ubonr. 

'  the  poorer  proprietors  as  "  metayers  "  and  the  result  is  that  it  is 
now  very  difficult  to  rely  on  the  former  labourers,  who,  having 
become  half  proprietors,  naturally  look  askance  at  the  leas  lucra- 
tive hire  system. 

The  labourer  of  Seyehellea  is  a  negro  of  fine  physique,  and  it 
is  a  pity  to  see  him  avoiding  situations  for  which  he  is  admir- 
ably fitted. 

The  necessity  of  importing  labourers  ia  now  becoming  urgent, 
and  the  only  countries  from  which  reliable  immigranta  can  be 
obtained  are  India  aoid  Ceylon. 

17.  A  fully  representative  committee  was  appointed  at  the  end  Labour 
of  1900  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  the  scarcity  of  labour,  Enquiry 
but  no  practical  solution  of  tihe  question  has  so  far  been  arrived  Oommittetk 
at,  as  planters  are  unwilliuff  to  import  labourers  unlese     the 

entire  cost  of  their  introduction  ia  borne  by  the  Government. 


IV.— VEGETABLE  KESOURCES. 

18.  Both  from  a  climatic  and  from  an  economic  point  of  view,  rp^^ 
die  cultivation  of  trees  and  hardy  plants  should  be  preferred  to  onltivation 
that  of  other  plants.      Except  in  the  nnmeroiu  iilanda  when  i> 
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guano  deposits  are  to  be  found,  the  cnlttvation,  witii  a  view  to 
exportation,  of  ceieak  and  pulse  snoli  ae  maize,  rice,  yams,  beans, 
dholl,  lentils  and  ground  nuts  should  not  be  recommended.  These 
plants  require  a  great  amount  of  cultural  treatment  and  food  in 
the  short  tdme  of  their  growth,  and,  unless  these  requirements 
are  satisfied,  the  crops  are  always  inferior. 

Fortunately,  owing  to  the  absence  of  cyclones  in  Seychelles,  it 
is  easy  to  select  those  trees  and  hardy  plants  which  are  suitable 
to  its  soil  and  climate. 

At  present  vanilla  and  cocoanuts  are  cultivated  for  exporta- 
tion. The  cultivation  of  cocoa,  cloves,  and  cofFee  has  been 
almost  entirely  abandoned,  after  having  succeeded  for  some 
time.  To  this  list  of  plants  we  may  add  tliose  which  deserve  a 
good  place  nract  to  them  if  new  industries  are  to  be  started  in 
Seychelles. 


Caessva  and 

sw«et 

potatoes. 


Pottttoes. 
SolanHtm 
tuberosum. 


Yam  bean. 

luberoiue. 
Arracaeha 


Sago  palm. 

SaffCM 

Rumplm. 


(A.) — FnODSTUFPS. 

19.  Cassava  (Manihot  utilissima)  and  Sweet  Potatoes  (Oonvol- 
vulus  Batatas)  are  grown  by  t^e  natives,  and  constitute  together 
with  bread  fruit  the  basis  of  their  food.  The  yield  per  acre  ii 
very  low,  and,  as  the  natives  generally  set  fire  to  the  hillsides 
before  planting,  the  cultivation  of  ihese  two  plants  may  be  con- 
sidered to  be  very  exhausting  and  the  principal  cause  of  the  soil 
being  carried  oS.  towards  the  sea.  Potatoes  do  not  grow  well. 
Near  the  sea  they  are  inclined  to  become  "  shade  trees,"  and  the 
soil  being  over-heated  the  tubers  germinate  before  reaching  a 
proper  size.  They  grow  better  on  the  hills  especially  under 
screens. 

Experiments  have  been  made  with  the  Jerusalem  artichoke  at 
the  Station,  and  the  results  are  very  promising. 

Many  yams  grow  wild  in  Seychelles  attaining  enormous 
dimensions.  They  do  not  seem  to  be  generally  esteemed  as  a 
dish. 

Tuberosus  coleus  should  be  tried.  This  plant,  whioh  is  a 
native  of  Abyssinia,  has  been  called  the  African  potato,  amd  is 
much  preferred  by  Europeans  to  the  sweet  potato  and  Jerusalem 
artichoke. 

Many  dolichos  lare  thriving  in  Mab^.  The  yam  bean  (dolichos 
tuberosus)  yielding  an  edible  root  would  succeed  if  cultivated. 
The  beans  are  afso  edible.  The  arracaoha  are  umbelUferae 
resembling  the  common  parsnip,  and  would  grow  well  on  the 
highlands. 

The  Madfi^aacar  ground-nut  is  extensively  cultivated  and 
much  appreciated  1^  the  natives.  It  produces  a  bean  very 
nourishing  to  men  and  to  animals. 

The  sago  palm  would  be  successful  if  cultivated  on  these 
islands  where  many  palm  trees  are  already  established. 
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Arrowroot  gcows  veiy  well  and  is  muck  utilised  locally.      If  Arrowroot, 
exportation,  is  attempted  for  this  product  it  should  not  be  for-  Maranta 
gotten  that  pure  water,  cleanliness  and  grea>t  care  in  its  prepare-  ArumUmioaa, 
tiou  are  essential. 

(B.)— Spicbb. 

:^0.  A  species  ol  this  plant  grows  wild  in  Seychelles — Yfoilla  TtmillA. 
Phaloenopsis.    It  can  be  seen  everywhere  from  the  seashore  to  ^^j^^^ 
the  summits  ot  the  mountains  tliriving  abunuantly  anil  pro-''^^ 
ducing  its  very  handsome  flower,  which  is  much  admired  by 
visitors.     It  is  strange  that  the  presence  of  this  wild  plant  did 
not  induce  the  plauterB  of  this  Colony  te  start,  at  an  earlier 
date,  the  coltivatdon  of  vanilla,  which  was     introduced     from 
KauritiuB  only  about  30  years  ago.     Many  planters,  at  the  head 
of  whom  was  Brother  Lucien  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Mission, 
introduced  great  improvements  in  the  cultivation  of  vanilla  in 
Seychelles,  and  the  well-known  system  of  pruning,  described  by 
Delteil  in  Bourbon,  has  been  everywhere  adopted  without  injur- 
ing the  vines. 

Plantations  are  now  grown  on  separate  props,  and  about  1,500 
vines  go  to  an  acre.  Planting  in  rows  has  been  abandoned,  as 
disease  is  easily  communicated  from  cue  vine  to  another  when 
this  method  is  adopted.  The  vanilla  disease  is  usually  sporadic 
and  intermittent  in  its  character,  and  the  numerous  fungi  which 
Cflflise  it  are  saprophytic  rather  ^an  parasitic.  They  are  para- 
sites only  when  certain  climatic  conditions,  hitherto  not  well 
defined,  occur-  Tanilla  is  not  manured  in  Seychelles,  but  it  is 
desirable  that  an  experiment  should  be  made  here  where  this 
valuable  orchid  has  found  favourable  conditions  of  growth 
rarely  met  with  on  the  same  scale  in  other  Colonies. 

As  regards  the  manuring  of  orchids,  however,  the  European 
orchid  growers  are  by  no  means  decided,  although  many  experi- 
ments have  been  made  lately  by  Messrs.  Romain,  Truffaut,  and 
others  which  go  to  show  that  these  plants  grow  much  better  when 
manured  by  weak  soluiiona  of  fertilisers,  and  often  sufEer  from 
want  of  the  necesscry  mineral  constituents  in  the  soil.  Mr. 
Orasdeau  has  advised  the  manuring  of  vRnilla  and  has  suggested 
the  following  type  of  manure  fw  an  acre:  — 

Slag  400  kUos. 

Calcareous  sands 800  kilos. 

Chloride  of  potassium      200  kilos. 

Nitrate  of  soda      100  kilos. 

It  is  noticeable  that  vanilla  growing  on  Liberian  coffee  trees 
which  have  been  previously  manured  seems  to  be  more  luxuriant 
than  that  growing  on  other  soils,  and  that  in  some  ialanils  where 
deposits  of  guano  are  found  this  orchid  reaches  dimensions  else- 
where unknown.  This  shows  that  like  all  plants  vanilla  may 
be  subjected  with  profit  to  some  good  method  of  mannriiKr.  An 
«x]wrimental  plantation  on  the  hills,  where  cultivation  on  tripods 
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can  be  andertaken,  along  with  onltivation  on  prompt,  would  be  of 
great  interest  to  the  planters.  Cultivation  on  tripods  ia  possible 
only  when  trees  for  shade  are  not  absolutely  necessary,  and 
experiments  in  manuring  vanilla  could  then  be  carried  oat  with- 
out the  necessity  of  taking  into  account  the  part  of  the  manure 
absorbed  hy  the  props. 

The  curing  of  vanilla  has  been  much  improved  in  Seychelles, 
and  at  the  Agriculkiral  Exhibition  of  September,  1901,  there 
were  sampleB  of  vanilla  of  the  very  finest  quality. 

21.  Only  about  8,000  kilos,  of  cacao  are  now  annually  ex- 
ported from  Seychelles  to  Europe.  !Ifearly  all  the  plantations  of 
cacao  have  been  cpglecbed  for  vanilla,  which  the  Seychelles  plan- 
ter finds  easier  to  work,  and,  as  a  rule,  more  profitable.  This 
sacrifice  of  all  otber  producte  for  vanilla  proved  successful  bo 
long  as  vauilla  was  only  grown  in  comparatively  few  placeB; 
but,  at  the  present  time  when  vanilla,  the  couBumptiou  of  which 
is,  and  must  always  be,  limited,  is  grown  with  success  in  many 
parts  of  the  world,  a  return  to  the  cultivation  of  cacao,  the  con- 
sumption of  which  is  rapidly  increasing,  is  desirable. 

Cacao  is  BucceBsfully  cultivated  only  in  those  parte  of  the 
tropics  where  the  rainfall  reachcB  100  inches  a  year,  and  where 
the  annual  mean  temperature  ia  about  80.  Those  colonies  which 
pOBseBs  these  climatic  conditiouB,  and  Seychelles  is  one  of  their 
number,  will  always  have  the  monopoly  of  this  industry. 

Cacao  is  in  great  demaad  in  Europe  and  iba  {^ice  on  the 
market  is  at  the  present  time  so  high  that  the  margin  of  profit 
for  planters  is  very  high.  Many  colonies  have  applied  to  the 
Seychelles  Botanic  Statdon  during  the  last  twelve  months  to  be 
supplied  with  good  pods  for  establishing  plantations,  and  these 
colonies  will  soon  become  competitors  on  the  European  market. 
In  Seychelles,  however,  plantations  have  been  in  existence  for 
a  long  time  and  many  estates  are  provided  with  the  remains  of 
very  fine  groves.  Planters  who  have  continued  the  cultivation 
of  this  tree  derive  material  profit  from  it. 

Comx)etition  with  other  colonies  which  are  only  starting  plan- 
tations is  then  easy,  owing  to  the  natural  resources  of  this 
Colony,  and  especially  to  its  division  into  small  islands  where 
measures  can  be  adopted  to  circumscribe  dieeaBee  or  to  prevent 
their  introduction.  Planters  should  restore  the  old  and  neglected 
cacao  treeB  by  carefully  pruning  them  after  the  crop,  by  removing 
deadwood,  mosses,  and  parasitic  plants,  and  by  properly  draining 
and  forking  the  soil. 

Manuring  must  also  never  be  lost  sight  of,  for,  if  many  planta- 
tions have  still  now  full-bearing  trees  with  a  great  many  pods 
ripening  at  the  same  time,  there  are  other  plantationa  which  are 
lesB  promising  and  which  could  be  manured  with  profit. 

The  variety  which  is  cultivated  is  the  Forastero  cacao.  The 
Criollo  variety  is  not  to  be  found  on  any  of  the  estateB  which  I 
have  been  able  to  visit.     The  Seychelles  cacao  is  good  and  was 


,  Google 


BEYCHELLE6,   1901.  57 

fonnorly  much  appreciated  by  a  chemiflt  who  had  a  chocolate 
.manufactory  at  B^uuiou.  The  objection  is  sometimes  raised  in 
Seychelles,  ^at  cacao  cultivation  is  impossible  on  account  of  the 
-  destruction  of  the  pcda  by  rats.  It  is  true  that  these  animals  do 
much  harm,  but  their  ravages  are  not  confined  to  Seychelles- 
There  are  other  Colonies  which,  in  addition  to  the  destruction  of 
the  pods  by  rats,  have  to  bear  the  attacks  of  other  animals  fond 
of  cacao  such  as  squirrels  and  parrots,  and  of  the  dreadful 
disease  called  the  cacao  ctmker. 

Very  little,  in  my  opinion,  ie  done  in  this  Colony  to  prevent 
rats  from  injuring  cacao  trees.  Ordinaiy  poiaonH  Huch  as  arsenic, 
.phosphoms,  sbrycnnine,  mercuric  chloride,  and  "  Rough  on  Eats  " 
will  do  in  most  cases,  and  especially  if  tine  in  the  form  of  a  cone 
are  attached  to  the  trunks  of  the  trees,  and  each  estate  is  pro- 
tided  with  a  good  rat-catcher,  who  might  be  paid  his  wages  out 
of  the  6  cents  which  the  Government  offers  for  each  rat's  tail. 

I  do  not  think  the  day  is  far  distant  when  a  bacterial  diseaae 
will  be  communicated  to  rate  in  the  tropics  in  the  form  of  a 
poison  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Danysz  which  has  succeeded  so  well 
in  Europe. 

22.  Pepper  grows  wild  in  Seychelles  and  deserves  a  good  place  Popper 
among  the  minor  agricultural  prodncte.       Owing  to   its  geo-  "*P" 
graphical  situation  this  Colony  should  be  able  to  compete  witli  ^'^ 
the  products  of  Sumatra,  Java,  Cochin  China,  and  the  Moluccas. 

This  plant  should  always  be  propagated  from  cuttings,  as 
seedlings  are  difficult  to  grow.  Care  must  be  taken  in  choosing 
the  extremities  of  the  vinee  as  cuttings,  and  they  should  be 
marked  with  a  knife  bo  as  to  prevent  the  bad  end  ever  being 
placed  in  the  soil.  I  have  seen  many  unsuccessful  attempts  at 
propagation  of  pepper  owing  to  the  absence  of  this  precaution. 
When  the  vines  have  reached  six  feet  long  they  should  be  tied 
to  supporting  trees  and  pruned  once  a  year  to  tlie  same  height. 

23.  There  are  a  few  nutmeg  trees  in  Mah^.     Some  of  them  Nntme^ 
growing  in  the  grounds  of  Qovemment  House  in  a  poor  soil  have  ^"»''m 
been  introduced  from  Mauritius.     This  plant  is  well  adapted  to-^"^"*"** 
the  climate  and  soil  of  the  Colony  where  the  absence  of  cyclones 
makes  good  returns  certain.     In  the  West  Indies  nutmegs  are 
sometimes  destroyed  by  hurricanes,  and  still  this  plant  is  exten- 

sively  cultivated  there. 

The  plants  at  Government  House  bear  nuts  small  in  size  and 
bad  in  shape,  but  steps  have  already  been  taken  at  the  Botanic 
Station  to  provide  planters  with  better  varieties  coming  from 
the  East  Indies.  As  much  as  from  £30  to  £40  ran  be  obtained 
sometimes  from  an  acre  of  nutmegs. 

24.  Clove  trees  were  introduced  into  Seychelles  in  1771  from  Olove*. 

the  Moluccas  through  care  of  Poivre.       Formerly    there    were  CaryophyUw 
.immense  plantations  of  this  tree,  and  I  have  been  tcld  that  those  <"^""''^' 
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planted  close  to  Victoria  were  felled  comparatiTely  recently  to- 
serve  as  fuel  in  a  cocoanut  fibre  factory. 

At  tihe  present  time  cloves  are  qot  really  cultivated-,  and  evea 
the  existing  crops  on  tlie  few  trees  whicK  are  still  to  be  met 
with  on  nearly  all  estates  are  not  always  gathered. 

Not  more  than  from  two  to  three  thousand  kilos,  are  exported 
annually  to  Mauritius  and  Europe. 

The  soil  of  Seychelles,  being  of  an  ai^illaceous  nature  and 
derived  from  laterites,  is  most  suitable  to  clove  plantations,  but 
in  many  localities  this  soil,  being  deprived  of  organic  matter, 
must  be  manured  so  as  to  ensure  the  regular  bearing  of  the 
trees. 

At  the  Agricultural  Exhibition  referred  to  above,  there  were 
many  good  samples  of  the  Seychelles  cloves,  which  proved  that 
the  curing  of  this  spice  is  very  well  understood.  There  is  such 
a  great  difference  in  price  between  good  and  bad  cloves  that 
many  Colonies  Buch  as  Penang  send  their  produce  to  the  Euro- 
pean market  in  wood  boxes  amd  fetch  four  times  tihe  price  which 
is  obtained  by  other  clove-producing  cOTintricH, 

25.  This  spice  has  been  already  tried  in  Seychelles  with  suc- 
cess. There  are  two  varieties  of  cardamom,  the  Malabar  and  the 
Mysore.  The  Mysore  variety  is  most  productive  at  a  higher 
eleration.  A  fine  but  loamy  soil  and  a  certain  amount  of  shade 
are  essential  for  this  plant.  The  banks  of  the  namerons  rivuleta 
found  in  granitic  countries  are  most  suitable  for  it.  It  can  bo 
propagated  from  bulbs  or  seeds.  A  crop  is  obtained  in  three 
years'  time,  hut  full  bearing  commences  at  five  years ;  300  lbs. 
can  he  obtained  in  the  fifth  year.  Good  nnsplit  fruits  realise 
in  Europe  7s.  to  9j.  per  lb.  In  India  split  ones  are  sold  at  from 
12  annas  to  B.  1. 
^^jw-  26.  Chillies  grow  wild  in  some  parts  of  the  Archipelago.      I 

^^'^f*'"*"*  remember  having  seen  at  Flat  Island  a  few  acres  of  land  covered 
with  them  and  producing  fruits  of  great  pungency.  The  presence 
of  guano  on  that  Island  renders  the  cultivation  of  chillies  easy, 
and  I  tihink  that  a  marketable  produce  can  be  obtained. 

Many  other  parts  of  Seychelles  are  suitable  for  the  cultivation 
of  chillies  which  calls  for  no  special  skill  or  trouble.  The  pods 
are  simply  picked  when  ripe,  aun-dried,  and  packed  in  vacoa 
bags.  Chillies,  besides  their  use  as  spice,  are  required  for  medi- 
cinal purposes,  especially  those  of  great  pungency, 

(C.)— DRtQS  AND  Narcotics. 

Coffee.  27.  There  are  many  localities  in  Seychelles  most  suitable  for 

Cqfta.  the  cultivation  of  Arabian  coffee,  especially  those  valleys  situated 

at  about  1,000  feet  above  sea  level  where  the  effects  of  the  leaf 
disease  are  never  serious.  These  valleys  are  sometimes  planted 
with  cocoanut  trees,  although  on  such  sites  this  palm  will  nerer 
prove  as  remunerative  as  coffee. 
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liberian  coffee  i§  found  aUo  on  man;  eBtotas  thriviag  abun- 
■dantly.  Its  produce  u  more  or  leas  unsold.  It  would  have  a 
better  sale  if  it  were  prepared  in  the  cracked  state,  that  is  in  a 
thoroughly  dry  condition  after  being  direcUy  gathered  from  the 
-trees,  and  then  forwarded  to  a  centnl  factory  i^oviddd  with  the 
necessary  pulping  and  curing  materials. 

There  are  many  other  coffee  trees  which  could  be  introduced 
into  Seychelles  for  cultivation.  Among  such  may  be  mentioned : 

1.  The  improved  varieties  of  Java. 

2.  The  cofiea  stenophjlla. 

3.  Hybrids  (Arabica  and  Liberian.) 

The  hybrid  coffee  especially,  which  resists  tlie  leaf  disease,  has 
the  advantage  of  producing  berries  little  if  at  all  inferior  to 
Arabian  coffee. 

Each  of  these  new  coffees  could  be  grafted  on  Liberian  coffees 
already  established  on  estates  where  very  fine  plantations  of  the 
latter  can  be  seen  growing  free  from  iJl  disease. 

28.  Tobacco  is  a  very  good  minor  product,  which  can  be  ex-  Tobaeoo. 
_ported  to  Mauritius  where  it  is  alreajdy  more  appreciated  than  Nieottma 
the  locally-grown  tobacco.  toioocwn. 

This  plant  likes  sandy  soils  and  a  moist  and  warm  climate. 
Its  cultivation  should  be  earned  on  in  all  parte  of  Seychelles 
where  the  supply  of  humus  in  the  soil  is  sufficient. 

A  variety  of  Cuban  tobacco  with  a  co»se  leaf  has  already  been 
introduced  and  this  variety  is  well  adapted  for  cultivation  during 
the  rainy  season.  Sometimes  the  Seychelles  tobacco  is  very 
strong  from  want  of  oxidation  of  the  nicotine.  ExperimeaU 
should  be  tried  in  submitting  this  strong  tobacco  to  a  very  high 
pressure  1^  which  the  juice  is  brought  from  the  interior  of  the 
■cells  to  the  surface.  The  tobacco  is  then  taken  out,  dried,  and 
the  juice  is  re-absorbed.  This  process  is  repeated  daily  for  ten 
consecutive  days. 

29.  Cinchona  would  grow  on  the  heights  of  Seychelles.  Im-  Oinohona. 
proved  varieties  should  be  obtained  from  the  Eaet  Indies  where 

the  cultivation  of  this  plant  has  been  'carried  on  scientifically  for 
a  long  time. 

30.  Eola  plants  should  be  planted  at  low  elevations,  not  above  Koh. 
1,000  feet.     Cacao  soils  are  suitable  for  growing  kola,  which  is 
allied  to  the  former  by  botanical  and  physiological  affinities.     A 
flourishing  specimen  of  kola  can  be  seen  at  Anse  Etoile  about 
three  miles  from  Victoria. 

This  plant  in  full  bearing,  i.t.,  frtim  its  6th  to  10th  year,  and 
with  attention,  can  produce  160  lbs.  of  nuts  a  year,  and  the  nuts 
are  sometimes  sold  at  It.  per  lb.  To  cure  the  nuts  for  export 
they  only  require  to  be  taken  out  of  the  pods  and  subjected  to 
■careful  drying  until  they  are  quite  firm  and  hard. 
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The  small  quantity  of  tannin  containod  in  tbem  aa  compared- 
vith  tea  and  coffee  may  be  an  advanta^  from  a  dietetic  point  ol 
view  aa  also  the  absence  of  fat  (which  has  to  be  removed  from 
cacao  during  the  process  of  manufacture). 

These  properties  will  probably  cause  the  consumption  of  kola 
to  increase. 

ErythnjagU  31.  There  are  two  varieties  of  cocfL  One  can  be  cultivated  on 
urn  coea.  a  small  scale  on  the  heights  of  Seychelles,  the  other  can  be 
grown  near  the  sea.  Mtmy  plants  of  the  same  family  are  indi- 
genous to  Seychelles.  They  require  soils  rich  in  humus  and  they 
should  be  exposed  to  the  sun.  The  leaves  are  used  in  the  pre- 
paration of  cocaine  and  wines  with  stimulating  properties.  In 
tea  very  young  leaves  are  picked ;  in  coca,  on  the  contrary,  the 
largest  and  most  matured  leaves  are  gathered  and  dried  in  the 
shade.     Dried  leaves  are  sold  in  Europe  at  about  8d.  per  lb. 

Onbeb.  32.  The  cultivation  of  (tibeb  is  similar  to  that  of  pepper.     The-- 

Pipercubeba.  berries  are  gathered  before  they  are  quite  ripe  and  dried  with 
the  gtalk  attached.  The  consumption  of  this  product  has  in- 
creased in  recent  3  ears. 

Gip&deUi.  33.  Ipecacuanha  is  a  perennial  plant  which  can  be  propagated 

Ipeowmanha.  easily  and  which  thrives  in  moist  and  warm  countries ;  its  pro- 
duce is  easily  sold. 

34.  Camphor  is  now  used  industrially  for  converting  collodion 
cotton  into  celluloid.  The  tree  is  very  ornamental  and  the  wood 
very  valuable  for  cabinet  work.  Samdy  soils  with  a  good  per- 
centage of  lime  and  potash  are  necessary  for  the  successful  cul- 
tivation of  this  plant  which  is  grown  in  hedges  or  along  roads. 

36.  Cinnamon  was  introduced  long  ago  into  Seychelles  and 
it  is  now  utilised  as  props  for  vanilla  vines.  According  to  Mr. 
Home,  the  late  Director  of  Forests  and  Gardens,  Mauritius,  it  is 
not  the  good  variety  which  is  cultivated  in  India  and  Ceylon, 
and  the  produce  is  of  little  value 


(D.)— Oil  Seeds. 

36.  The  cocoanut  which  is  a  South  American  palm  is  thriving 
in  Seychelles.  The  geographical  situation  of  the  Colony  wifl- 
always  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the  cultivaition  of  this  tree, 
the  various  products  of  which  are  more  and  more  easily  sold  in 
Europe. 

The  cocoanut  trees  in  many  islands  of  the  Arehipelago  yield 
only  36  nuts  per  tree,  and  about  80  or  90  trees  go  to  an  acre. 
The  produce  per  acre  is  thus  hardly  worth  more  than  Ea.  48- 
counting  the  value  of  the  nuts  at  2  cents  each.  This  result  can 
be  improved,  for  in  some  colonies  as  many  as  60  nuts  are- 
obtained  per  tree  per  annum. 
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In  Sejchellee  cocoanuts  are  frequently  planted  on  unsuitable 
Boils,  for  example,  on  clayey  soils  some^mes  situated  on  tlie 
-summits  of  mountains  vhare  no  humus  ia.to  be  found.  Tbe  best 
-soil  for  ibis  tree  is  a  sandy  soil  rich  in  bamus.  Wben  sucb  a 
soil  ie  not  to  be  found,  an  artificial  one  must  be  made  by  baving 
recourse  to  manures. 

A  formula  wbicb  can  be  tried  on  sandy  soils  is  tbe  following: 

Farm  manure        25  percent. 

50  per  cent. 


Seychelles  guano  . 


26  per  cent. 


In  clayey  soils  lime,  salt,  and  sand  must  also  be  employed  as 
manore. 

Another  vell-known  practice  which  is  much  neglected  here  in 
planting  nuts  is  the  es^blishment  of  a  nursery  ^bere  properly 
selected  nuts  should  be  sown,  and  from  wbicb  only  tbe  most 
promising  plants  should  be  ttransplanted  to  the  groves.  At  pre- 
sent no  selection  in  made  and  tbe  plantations  produce  a  series 
of  very  different  nuU  which  causes  the  average  yield  per  acre 
to  sink. 

87.  A  butter  is  now  made  out  of  cocoanut  oil  and  has  the  Gocowint 
following  composition  as  compared  with  milk  butrler; —  butter. 


Cocoannt  butter.    Milk  batter. 


072 
84-90 
14-22 

0-16 


The  degree  of  saponification  of  this  butter  is  very  high  (258.5), 
and  unlike  all  other  animal  and  vegetable  fats  its  adulteration 
is  impossible. 

Cocoanut  butter  has  also  been  proved  to  be  free  from  germs 
and  also  "to  be  a  very  unfavourable  nutrient  medium  for  micro- 
organisms. 

38.  Desiccated  cocoanut  is  also  now  manufactured  on  a  lairge  Deaiooated 
scale  in  India  and  Ceylon,  and  is  sold  in  England  and  Gtermany  ooooannt. 
for  confectionery  purposes. 

39.  If  labour  becomes  cheaper  at  some  future  date  coir  for  OocouiDt 
brush  and  mat  making  could  be  started  in  this  Colony.  coir. 

40.  Seychelles,  unlike  many  other  colonies,  does  not  export  Copnb. 
coprah.     Oil  is  made  locally  and  ahout  50  per  cent,  is  extracted 

from  dried  coprah.  The  poonac  is  used  locally  as  fodder  for 
OEimals. 
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The  following  are  analyaes  of  SeyclielleB  coprab  and  poonae- 
whidi  liave  teen  recently  made  by  Mr,  Boname  in  Mauritius :  — 


Copmh. 

Pooiuc  derived 

— 

FermenteJ. 

White. 

For- 
meated 

coprah. 

White 
coprab. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

6. 

Water          

A8h 

CeUnloM      

Oil 

NoD-nitrogenoQB  matter  ... 
NitTOgenouB  matter 

1-.W 
4-6-2 
66-30 

ia-98 

9-56 

6-26 
l-fl2 
6-14 
65-90 

r2i-2 

9-06 

'■■58 
1-5-2 
7-5li 
63-80 
10-92 
7-6-2 

8'42 
1-54 
»-00 
62-90 

U-02 
8-12 

1412 
3-90 

22-20 
34-74 

19-00 

16-10 
3-90 
8-« 
28-60 
30-M 
16-30 

NitTogen 

100-00 
1-63 

100-00 
1-45 

100-00 
1-22 

lOO-OO 
130 

lOO-OO 
3-04 

lOfrOO 
2-64 

Tlie  percentage  of  oil  contained  in  the  coprah  and  poonac  does 
not  allow  an  extraction  of  much  above  50  per  cent.  Generally 
the  planters  are  under  the  impression  that  Uiey  extract  4}  velts 
of  oil  from  every  100  pounds  of  coprah.  A  velt  weighing  6.7^1 
Mlos.,  the  extraction  they  are  supposed  to  obtain  is  therefore 
61.67  per  cent.  This  figure  is  certainly  an  exaggeration,  and  is 
in  fact  never  obtained.  Coprah  does  not  contain  more  than  66 
per  cent,  of  oil,  and  poonac  contains  between  22  and  26  per  cent. 

Extracting  50  per  cent,  of  oil  (which  is  generally  sold  in  Mah^ 
for  about  R.  1.60  the  velt  or  ten  bottles),  and  supposing  that 
coprah  yields  above  one  third  of  its  weight  in  poonac,  the  money 
produced  from  100  pounds  of  coprah  can  be  stated  as  follows : — 


4  velts  (maximum)  at  B.  1.60  ... 
40  lbs.  poonac  at  Its.  4  per  cent. 


Eb.  6,40 
R.  1.60 

B«.  8,00 


At  Zamzibar  it  ai^ars  that  100  lbs.  of  dried  coprah  are  sold  at 
Bb.  11  for  exportation. 

If  part  of  the  coprah  was  exported  from  Seychelles,  I  think 
that  many  planters  would  obtain  a  very  fair  return. 

A  certain  quantity  of  oil  should  always  be  made  locally  for- 
the  soap  industry  which  is  flourishing,  and  the  poonac  derived 
from  the  locaHy-mamifactared  coprah  should  be  kept  as  foodT 
for  animals. 
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41.  Poonac  is  of  great  value  as  iodder. 
ftnaljses  show  that  it  contains: — 


63 

two  above  f 


NittogenoaB  mstten  ... 
Noti'DitrogeDOQB  and  fat 
With  a  iinirient  ratio  ... 


19^)0 

66-94 
i 


The  quantity  of  poonac  produced  in  the  island  is  not  large 
«nongh  to  export  it  regularly  to  Mauritius  where  its  high  value 
as  fodder  would  be  much  appreciated  in  sugair  estates  on  which 
the  animals  often  suffer  from  want  of  proper  food. 

42.  The  palm  oil  tree  is  very  well  adapted  to  the  soil  and  Palm  oil 
climate  of  SeychelleB.  It  Bhould  be  planted  on.  alluvial  soils  or^fg^^. 
marshy  ground  near  the  sea.  Propagation  must  be  made  from  ff"'""""'* 
offshoots  that  appear  at  the  base  of  the  trees.     The  &uit  takes 

from  4  to  6  months  to  develope.  The  oil  is  extracted  both  from 
the  pericarp  of  the  fruit  and  from  the  kernel.  The  kernels  are 
dried  also  in  the  sun  and  cracked  between  stones  for  export  as 
palm  kemeh. 

Although  the  oil  of  this  palm  is  sold  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
the  cocoanut  oil,  the  yield  per  acre  in  suitable  localities  is  greater 
and  more  than  compensates  the  planter  for  the  difference  of  price. 

43.  The  ground-nut  grows  very  well,  and  should  be  cultivated  Ground-nut. 
in  those  sandy  islands  rich  in  guano  deposits  where  all  cultural  j^*^^ 

'  operations  could  be  conducted  1^  instruments  and  machines.        '^ 

There  are  wheel  hoes  now  manufactured  in  America  which 
can  do  the  work  of  half  a  dozen  labourers  working  in  the  ordi- 
nary way. 

Oround-nut  oil  is  in  great  demand  and  constitutes  an  immense 
source  of  profit  for  the  West  African  planters. 

44.  The  caator  oil  plant  grows  wild.     The  seeds  contain  an  oil  Castor  oil. 
which  is  sometimes  extracted  by  the  planters  for  their  own  use,    H*"*""*  _ 

45.  A     valuable  oil  can  be  extracted  from  the  seeds  of  the  TakamalM, 
Takamaka,  a  very  handsome  timber  tree.     It  should  be  in  great  ^^"^P*^-^^ 

-demand  if  manu&ctured  in  sufficient  quantity.     It  has  numerous  ^^"^^ 
medicinal  uses.       The  following  is  an  analysis  made  by  Mr. 
Boname  of  the  kernels  of  seeds  gathered  at  Curieuse  Island:  — 


Water  

Oil  

Organic  and  mineral  martter 


41-40 
26-80 


10»00 
46.  Many  specimens  of  the  candle-nut  free  are  found  all  over  ^ 
the  islands.  ° 
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Gingelr  oil. 

Teiamum 

nadioum. 
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47.  The  ^ngely  oil  plant  should  be  grown  in  SeychelleB,  aa- 
its  seeds  produce  an  oil  which  ia  employed  for  adnlterating' 
sdmond  and  olive  oil,  and  the  bye  products  of  its  manufactare 
are  valuable  as  fodder  or  manure. 


Haagrore. 


Diri-DiTi 
Otuaipinia 
paleitrrima. 


Gambior. 
Uncaria 
gambler. 


(E.) — Dyeing  and  Tanning  MiTBEiALa. 

48.  This  tree  is  common  in  Seychelles.  The  bark  contains  - 
nearly  20  per  cent,  of  tannin.  In  Jamaica  it  is  mixed  with  the 
leaves  of  divi-divi  for  use  in  tanneries. 

49.  A  few  plants  of  the  divi-divi  can  be  obtained  at  the- 
Botanic  Station.  The  pods  are  in  great  demand  for  tanning 
purposes. 

50.  The  roots  of  the  Canaigre  contain  neaj-ly  36  per  cent,  of  a. 
tannin  which  has  been  found  to  more  closely  resemble  gambier 
in  it«  action  than  any  other  tanning  material. 

61.  Tbis  plant  is  a  shrubby  creeper,  whose  leaives  produce  the 
best  tannin  on  the  market.  The  gambier  of  commerce  is  an' 
eartihy-looldng  substance  agglutinated  in  cubes  or  masses.  It 
's  best  adapted  to  radny  countries  and  would  very  likely  thrive 
n  Seychelles.  It  ia  grown  from  seeds  and  a  small  crop  of  leaves 
is  obtained  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  700  plants  go  to  an 
acre.  The  production  of  leaves  lasts  from  20  to  30  years,  and  a 
crop  is  reaped  twice  a  year.  The  leaves  are  boiled  for  an  hour- 
and  then  squeezed  with  the  hand;  the  decoction  is  then  evapo* 
rated  to  the  consistency  of  a  thin  syrup  which  crystalises  in 
cooling.  As  it  thickens  it  is  dried  in  the  shade  and  cut  into' 
cubes. 

GMnbier  is  also  used  for  medicinal  purposes  and  to  give  beer 
a  dark  brown  colour.  The  tannin  is  much  appreciated  on  account 
of  its  special  re-action  with  lime  in  the  early  steps  of  tanning 
being  so  different  from  other  tannins. 

53.  Although  growing  well  in  Seychelles,  indigo  requires  a 
special  system  of  cultivation  and  manipulation,  and,  if  it  is  to  - 
be  taken  up,  it  must  be  cultivated  on  a  lai^e  scale. 

53.  Many  plants  of  annatto  are  found  near  the  huts  of  the 
naitives  in  several  of  the  villages.  It  is  from  the  pulp  which 
covers  the  seeds  that  the  dye  is  obtained.  The  pulp  ia  made 
into  a  paste  in  water  and  then  dried  into  cakes.  The  paste 
fetches  from  bd.  to  1*  S^.  per  lb.,  and  is  employed  principally 
for  cheese  colouring. 


(F.) — Fibre  Plants. 

64.  Some  specimens  of  bowstring  hemp  have  already  been  in-- 
troduced  into  Seychelles  and  are  found  growing  on  the  road- 
sides.    The  fibre  is  used  for  cordage. 
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5&.  The  agave  should  be  introduced  from  the  Bahamas.  It  is  Agave, 
one  of  the  best  firbre  plant*  and  the  yield  of  leaves  is  douWe  «»a^o™. 
that  of  the  aloe. 


already  established  in  -t^***- 

■  orth  about  ^''"'■''^^- 


56.  The  two  Fourcroya  of  Mauritius 
this  Colony.     A  ton  of  £bre  is,  at  the  present  time, 
Rs.  400. 

57.  The  ramie  would  find  here  an  excellent  climate  for  its  ^^^. 
d^rowth,  and  its  conversion  into  iihre  could  be  conducted  locally  ^j,,^ 
with  the  newly-discovered   machines.     Unfortunately   this  in- 
dustry requires  a  large  supply  of  labour. 

58.  Many  hibiscus  are  indigenous  including  H.  Tiliacus  (Var.)  Hidibcob. 
which  is  a  fibre-producing  tree  requiring  but  little  attention  for 

its  growth  and  manufacture. 

69.  The  taeca  pionatifida,  which  was  introduced  probably  from  ^<'*» . 
Mad^aacar,  grows  wild  everywhere  in  the  Seychelles  group,     i*'""*'!*"'' 

60.  The  dianella  reaches  a  great  height, — often  as  much  as  DUnelk. 
10  feet —  alongside  the  rivers. 

61.  Many  varieties  of  this  plant  are  indigenous.       Bags  are  P*'>^»''™* 
already  made  and  exported  to  Mauritius  for  packing  sugar.  The 
Seychelles  soap  is  also  packed  in  them.     The  cultivation  of  this 

plant  should  be  extended.       Onttings  cain  be  made  out  of  the 
branches  and  planted  in  awam-py  soils. 

62.  This  hemp  shoold  be  experimented  on  in  Seychelles,  al-  Hanilla 
though  it  has  never  suceeeded  in  any  other  country  except  tli«  ^^£eii,l' 
Philippines  from  whioh  it  is  exported.  '  "' 

63.  The  Kapok  grows  everywhere  in  the  islands,  and  should  be  Ei^'ndroH 
propagated  w  props  for  the  cultivation  of  pepper.  a^fmciK- 

64.  Many  sterculia  are  found  in  Seychelles,  some  of  them  pro-  gtercalia. 
dueing  a  good  wood  for  cabinet  work. 


(G.)— Fruits. 

65.  Few  idants  are  cultivsited  in  Seychelles  for  their  fruits.  Froit  tiMs 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  fruit  trees  which  have  been  already 
introduced :  — 


Tamarind 

Banana 

Orange 

Lemon 

Lime 

Shaddock 

Avocado  pear 

Mango 

Bread-fruit    .. 

Bima 

12M8 


Tamsrindus  Indica  . 
Musa  sapientium 
Citrus  aurantium 
Citrus  medica 
Citnu  limettft 
CStms  decumsLua 
Perseai  gratissima 
Msngifera  Indica 
Artocarpus  incisa 
Artocarpus  incisa  var. 
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Nutmeg 

MTTistica  fragrans 

Otaheite  apple 

...     Eugenia  Malaccensis 

Cashew 

...     Auacardrium  occidentale 

Gbapea 

...     Vitis  vinilera 

Cherimoyer     ... 

Anona  cherimolia 

Sourgop 

...      Anona  niuricata 

Custard  apple 

Anona  reticulata 

Sweet  sop 

Anona  snuamosa 

Giiava 

...     Psidium  guava 

Pine-apple 

. . .      Ananas  aatira  (5  varieties) 

Pom^ranate 

. . .      Punica  granatum 

Durian 

...      Durio    Zibethinns   (two  trees   at 

Government     House,     one     of 

wbich  has  borne  fruit  this  year). 

Almond 

Terminalia  cafappa 

Water  melon 

Citrullus  vulgaris 

Jack  fruit 

...     Autocarpus  integrifolia 

Ground-nut     . . . 

...      Arachis  bypogea 

Carambol 

...     Averrhoa  carambola 

BilimW 

Averrhoa  bilimbi 

Goldea  apple 

Spondias  dulcls 

Loauat 

...     Eriobotria  japonica 

Candle-nut 

...      Aleurites  triloba 

Date 

...      Phoenix  dactylifera 

Baobab 

Adansonia  digitata 

Papaw 

...     Caricapapaia 

Litchi 

...     Nephelium  litcbi 

Negleotod 
ooltivatioQ 
of  fruit 


Small  attention  is  given  to  these  fruits.  A  few  oranges  are 
ozported  to  Matmtiufl  without  being  properly  packed.  Preaerved 
bananas  are  also  sometimee  reported  to  the  same  Colony  where 
they  are  sold  at  a  remTinerative  price. 

66.  The  banana  is  dried  1^  simple  exposure  to  the  aun.  In  a 
moist  country  like  Seychelles  it  would  be  better  to  have  them 
eoEposed  to  am  atmosphere  of  sulphurous  acid  gas  and  prepared 
by  means  of  American  fruit  drying  machines  so  as  to  give  the 
produce  a  more  attractiYe  appearance  and  a  uniform  colour. 

67.  All  other  fruits  are  grown  for  local  consumption  only. 
The  trees  are  never  manured,  in  spite  of  the  numerous  fertilising 
resources  of  Seychellea  and  of  the  well  known  effect  of  such 
agents  on  the  flavour  and  size  of  fruits. 

68.  Good  varieties  are  never  selected  for  propagation,  Hangoa, 
litchis,  Slc,  are  principally  propagated  from  seeds,  and  bear,  after 
a  long  time,  only  inferior  fruits.  Attempts  are  sometimes  made 
to  increase  the  productiveness  of  fruit  trees  by  cutting  into  the 
stem  and  main  branches  of  the  trees.  This  process  is  useless  and 
noxious,  and  a  much  better  result  may  be  obtaaned  by  pruning 
the  roots. 
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This  operatioa  consista  in  digging  a  trent^  2  feet  wide  round 
the  b*ee  and  in  cuttdng  o£E  all  the  roots  which  laiak  perpendicu- 
larly into  the  soil.     The  trench  is  then  filled  up  with  good  soil. 

69.  Nearly  ail  the  different  species  of  oranges  grow  in  Sey-  OntngM.       ' 
cbelles.     Shaddocks,   sweet   oranges,   bitter  oranges,   Bermagot 
oranges,  Tangerine  oranges,  lemons  and  limes  all  grow  very 

easily,  as  they  are  well  adapted  to  the  moist  and  warm  climate. 
These  fruits  should  tie  exported  on  a  greater  scale  to  Mauritius 
and  Aden  where  the  climate  does  not  permit  of  their  being 
grown. 

70.  The  lime  (citrus  medica  var,  acida)  is  very  widely  distri-  Lim«s. 
huted  all  over  the  islands,  and  I>ear8  abundant  crops  both  on  the 

sea  shore  and  at  the  highest  elevations.  Some  fruits  are  now 
exported  to  Mauritius  both  in  their  natural  state  and  preserved 
in  saltwater. 

The  abundance  of  this  fruit  tree  should  induce  some  planters  Limo 
to  start  a  lime  juice  and  essence  factory.  Citrate  of  lime  should  indnHtriM. 
also  be  made  for  exportation,  but  this  salt  never  keeps  a  long 
time  and  it  would  he  better  to  adopt,  for  the  present,  the  old 
system  of  concentrating  the  juice  to  a  viscid  state,  and  to  peck 
it  in  barrels  or  demijohns  which  should  be  hermetically  sealed 
before  exportation. 

71.  Special  mention  must  be  maide  of  the  pineapple  which  has  Pine-apple, 
found  in  this  colony  a  climate  and  soil  most  favourable  to  ite 
growth. 

There  are  five  varieties,  three  of  which  grow  wild  on  the  moun- 
tains, two  red  varieties  and  one  dark. 

The  two  others  are  table  varieties  known  here  and  in  Mauri- 
tius as  Victoria  and  Muingard.  The  Maingard  which  is  pro- 
bably the  smooth  cayenne,  although  introduced  from  Mauritius, 
reaches  in  Seychelles  dimensions  quite  unknown  in  the  other 
Colony  without  speciail  cultivation.  Enormous  fruits  of  15  lbs. 
and  even  20  lbs.  are  sometimes  seen,  and  are  sold  locally  wiA 
great  profit.  Regular  plantations  of  this  valuable  plant  should 
be  made  and  good  varieties  selected.  Fruits  of  such  size  can 
easily  be  exported  to  Europe  at  a  time  when  the  competitrion 
of  most  of  the  other  Colonies,  except  the  Azores,  is  stopped ; 
the  bearing  season  in  Seychelles  being  from  November  to 
January,  aJthough  fruits  of  an  inferior  quality  are  ailso  obtained 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  If  the  shipping  facilities  are 
not  sufficient  for  a  regular  exportation,  some  fruits  only  might 
be  exported  to  Europe,  and  the  remadnder  either  forwarded  to 
Aden  or  sold  t«  the  steamers  calling  at  Hah£. 

The  physical  characteristics  of  the  soil,  combined  with  the 
slope  of  the  hills  which  ensures  a  perfect  drainage,  render  land 
in  Seychelles  especially  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  pine-apples. 
Planting  is  sometimes  carried  on  here  without  choosing  good 
suckers  as  cuttinRs,  and  the  crown  or  head  of  the  pine  is  gener- 
ally preferred.  Tn  the  "West  Indies,  where  the  pine-apple  in- 
dustry is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  it  has  been  proved  that,  if 
11318  E  1 
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Spondiai 


Hammea 


Qarcinia 

maugoeUwa. 

Eugenia 

BratUitnti*. 

BerOiolletia 
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Uie  crown  takes  31  montliB  to  bear,  the  sockers  from  another 
plant  will  take  about  twelve  months. 

72.  There  are  many  other  fruits  which  can  be  introduced  into 
Seychelles,  where  from  the  sea  shore  to  the  summits  of  the  moun- 
tains  different  climates  are  foi:ind  most  suitable  to  the  West  and 
East  Indian  and  even  to  some  European  trees. 

The  following  should  be  recommended:  — 

Figs  will  thrive  in  valleys  and  mountains  near  the  sea. 

The  carob  tree  furnishes  a  veiy  nutritious  food  both  for  human 
and  animal  consumption. 

The  fruits  of  the  tree  tomato,  which  is  a  native  of  Peru.  The 
fruits  are  eaten  ae  chutney,  or  tiiey  may  be  fried  or  stewed  or 
converted  into  jam. 

This  plant  is  better  adapted  to  the  climate  of  Seychelles  than 
the  ordinary  tomato. 

Achrafl  sopota  or  sapodilla  is  a  very  good  fruit,  common  in 
the  West  Indies  and  in  Bourbon. 

Pomme  d'or. 


Oranadilla. 

Jamaica  plum. 

Mammee  apple. 

Mangosteen. 

BrajEil  cheny. 

Brazil  nnt. 

The  date  palm  will  thrive  only  in  those  islands  of  the  Archi- 
pelago where  the  rainfall  is  small.  It  should  never  be  {wopo- 
gated  from  seeds  but  only  from  suckers  of  well  known  or^fin. 

(H.) — EuBBER  Trees. 

73.  A  tree  planting  country  like  Seychelles  must  afiord  a  place 

for  this  iateresting  class  of  plants  which  ia  now  only  in  its 

experimental  stage,  and  which  would  prove  of  great  iHY>fit  to 

this  colony. 

There  aire  many  indigenous  rubber  and  gntta  peroha  trees  in 
Seychelles,  among  which  we  may  mention :  — 
Tabemaemontana  (Bois  de  lait). 
Northea  Seychellana  (Capucin). 
Imbricaria  Seychellarum  (Natie). 
Takamaka. 

Picus,  different  varieties. 
The  presence  of  these  plants,  especially  the  gutta  percha  trees, 
which  are  now  very  scarce  as  the  whole  country  ha«  been  de- 
forested, proves  4^at  the  introduction  of  other  species  of  greater 
[uic  value  might  be  made  with  profit. 
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Some  rubber  trees  have  been  already  introduced.  Tlie  Ceara 
Ilabber  (Manihot  OlazioTii)  and  tlie  Assam  Kubber  (Ilcub  elas- 
tiea)  are  thriving  well. 

Two  Ceara  Bubber  trees,  grown  on  Mount  Sebeit  Estate,  which  C«»  ; 

were  supposed  to  be  Para  Eabber  trees,  were  tapped  in  July.  ^''**^ 
These  two  trees  oi  about  iour  years  old  were  growing  in  a  rich  (jj„ri(wi» 
soil  in  a  small  depression  of  ground  and  were  about  2i  inches 
in  girth  at  tihe  time  oi  the  experiment 

Altboagh  mai^  incisions  were  nuide,  only  ten  cubic  centi- 
metres oi  milk  were  obtained  and  ooagulatod  in  presence  of 
acetic  acid,  producing  a  small  piece  of  good  rubber. 

This  rubber  tree  has  been  proved  to  yield  veiy  little  rubber 
in  rich  soil  and  is  considered  as  a  tree  well  adapted  to  poor 
soils.  Seeds  obtained  from  Uxmnt  Sebert  Estate  have  been  sown 
at  the  Botauic  Station  and  the  seedUngB  obtained  were  trans- 
planted in  January  to  a  very  poor  soil.  The  plants  are  growing 
rapidly,  one  of  them  being  already  more  than  10  feet  high. 

There  are  four  Assam  rubber  trees  of  about  20  years  old  at  AsB«in 
La  Misfere.     They  have  been  tapped  twice ;  the  first  time,  during  nibber. 
the  dry  season,  and  the  second  time  in  October.     Each  time  an  ■^""f 
abundant  yield  of  very  thick  latex  was  obtained  and    collected  *'^'"^ 
in  hand  basins  containing  a  determined  quantity  of  water  with 
a  few  drops  of  ammonia  to  prevent  coagulation.     A  clot  of  very 
fine  rubber  (60  per  cent,  of  the  milk)  was  obtained  l^  boiling  the 
solution  in  presence  of  acetic  acid  and  creosote.     It  was  dried 
and  forwarded  to  Europe  witii  a  view  of  ascertaining  its  approxi- 
mate value  on  the  market. 

Since  that  time  an  immense  Assam  rubber  tree  was  discovered 
near  Victoria,  measuring  about  18  feet  in  circumference  and 
covering  an  area  of  more  than  7,000  square  feet.  This  rubber 
tree  has  also  been  tapped  and  a  very  good  sample  of  rubber  has 
"been  obtained  and  forwarded  to  Europe.  It  is  now  being  propa- 
gated at  the  Botanic  Startiion,  and,  as  its  requirements  with 
regard  to  soil  are  not  great,  it  could  be  utilised  as  a  shade  tree 
nearly  everywhere  on  the  island. 

The  other  rubber  plants  which  should  be  introduced  are  tihe 
following :  — 

1.  The  castilloa  elastica  which  is  a  tree  suitable  for  low-  PMsma 
lying  flat  ground.  It  has  been  introduced-  into  the  West  Indies  robber, 
with  success.  Tapped  twice  a  year  from  the  fifth  year,  this 
rubber  ta-ee  will  yield  one  lb.  of  rubber  per  annum,  and  the 
coagulation  of  its  latex  is  so  easy  that  it  can  be  carripd  on  by 
me^s  of  centrifugal  machines.  Vanilla  and  cacao  cultivation 
can  be  mixed  with  that  of  Panama  niblwr  trees  which  must  be 
allowed  in  turn  a  high  and  well-distributed  shade. 

2    The  Hevea  BrasiUensis  can  be  grown  in  localities  where  Pwa  rubber 
nothing  else  could  be  profitably  cultivated,  such  as  rivpr  banks  ^'"^ 
which   are  inundated,   marshy  lands,   and  sand   deposits      n^SratiliauU 
natural  habitat  is  the  mouth  of  ttie  Amazon,  where  the  climatic 
conditions  are  exac%  those  of  Seychelles. 
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Wast  Tbe  fantumia  elastica  yields  a  very  good  rubber  wbicb  stands 

■***^  near  to  Para  in  value  and  is  adapted  to  poor  soils  at  low  levels, 

""       ■         whicli  are  commoaly  found  in  Seychelles. 

Bnbber  Landolphias  can  be  planted  to  cover  rocky  and  uncultivable 

'"'®*  grounds.     Close  planting  in  rubber  plantations  is  neoessairy  to 

.  obtain  straight  stems  which  allow  an  easy  running  of  latex  in 

tapping.     As  much  ae  5  to  10  lbs.  of  rubber    per    annum    is 

obtained  from  each  tree  in  well  established  plantations. 

All  these  plants  will  soon  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  planters. 
Great  care  has  been  taken  in  introducing  into  S^ohelles  the 
very  best  varieties  of  rubber  trees  as  well  as  of  gutta  percha  trees, 
some  of  which  are  also  valuable  as  timber  trees. 

(I.) — MiacBLJ.AN&ons. 
8ac<Aarum         74.  Sugar  cane  grows  easily  in  Seychelles  where  ai  popular 
offieittantm.    cider  ("Bacca")  is  made  by  the  fermentation  of     the     juioe 
extracted  by  means  of  the  well  known  Malagasy  wood  roller,  or 
even  by  cocoanut  milla. 

New  varieties  of  cane  derived  from  seedings  should  be  intro- 
duced from  Mauritius  where  some  of  them  are  richer  in  juice 
and  quicker  in  growth  than  the  old  vanieties. 

Formerly  a  very  good  spirit  was  manufactured  aft  Frigate 
Islamd  and  sold  even  in  Europe. 

All  the  rum  is  now  imported  from  Mauritius  whu%  this 
article  is  produced  at  an  exceedingly  low  price. 

In  1900  the  importation  reached  69,000  litres.  This  figure  is 
too  low  to  justify  the  esbablishment  of  a  rum  distillery,  as  100 
acres  of  lamd  in  cane  would  produce  this  quantity  of  rum.  But 
a  distillery  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Colony  if  a 
special  beverage  could  be  made  and  eizported  like  the  Afigoetura 
bitters  of  Trinidad.  The  production  of  alcohol  at  a  low  price  in 
a  colony  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration  on  account  of  its 
many  industrial  uses. 
Boents.  75.  There  are  many  timber  trees  and   plants  in  Seychelles 

which  can  yield  perfumes. 
Hegperia  The  Hesperia  populnea  or  Bois  Poreher  gives  a  brown  essence. 

populnta.        The  flower  buds  and  unripe  fruits  yield  a  viscid  juice  useful  as 

a  dye,  and  a  red  coloured  oil  is  also  extract-ed  from  the  seed. 
Cariaia  Sandal  wood.     The  wood  of  this  valuable  timber  tree  yields  an 

Sti/chel'         oil  much  sought  after  in  pharmacy  and  perfumery. 
Many  other  plants  such  as : 

Hang  Ilant?  (Cananga  odorata). 
Vetivert  (Andropogon  muricatus). 
Patchouli  (Pogostemom  patchouli). 
Geranium  (Felagonium  capitatum). 

and  above  all  lime  trees  would  yield  essences,  as  the  vegetable 
productions  of  this  Colony  are  endowed  with  this  property  to 
a  marked  degree. 
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V._BOTANIC  STATION. 

76.  The  queBtion  of  establishingr  »  Botanic  Station  in  Sey-  ^^^^ 
ohelles  was  raised  maroy  times  during  the  last  twenty  years,  but 
it  was  not  until  the  arrival  in  Novem'ber,  1899,  of  His  Honour 
E.  B.  Sweet  Gscott,  C.M.O.,  the  present  Adminietrator,  that  any 
real  attempt  was  made  to  carry  the  project  into  effect  on  a  prac- 
tical basis. 

A  Botanic  Station  Enquiry  Committee  was  appointed  early  in 
1900,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  station  should  be  established 
on  a  temporary  footing  for  three  years.  A  Bub-comraittee,  prin- 
cipally compoBed  of  gentlemen  interested  in  agriculture,  selected 
a  site  of  six  acres  on  Hermitage  ^Estate,  which  is  the  only  large 
estate  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Victoria.  ThiB  site  formed 
part  of  an  old  and  neglected  plantation  of  cocoanuta  between 
which  ground  proviaionB  h»d  been  cultivated  for  years  by  a 
labourer  of  the  estate.  The  piece  of  land  being  covered  with 
shmbB  and  weeds  at  the  time  of  its  selection  it  was  difficult  to 
tee  exactly  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  its  possibilities.  When 
these  shrubs  and  weeds  were  removed,  a  very  great  number  of 
granitic  boulders,  covering  the  ground  in  sJl  directions,  were 
found,  and  it  was  then  ascertained  that  the  soil  had  been  washed 
by  rains  after  repeated  cultivation  of  ground  provisions. 

There  only  remained  a  sub-soil  of  ai  gravelly  nature,  and  a  few 
patches  of  surface  soil  where  nursery  beds  have  now  been  estab- 
lished. 

On  account  of  the  poorness  of  tihe  soil  and  owing  to  its  relative 
unsuitability  for  general  cultivation,  it  was  suggested  to  lo(^ 
for  smother  site.  But,  though  every  efFort  was  made,  it  was  im- 
possible to  find  in  the  valley  in  which  the  town  of  Victoria  is 
situated  any  other  piece  of  land  where  the  three  conditions  neces- 
flary  for  the  establishment  of  a  Botanic  Station  were  united; 
namely,  central  situation  and  easy  access,  homc^eneous  soil,  and 
a  good  water  supply. 

The  upper  end  of  the  Victoria  valley  is  very  fertile,  and  al- 
though Bome  part  of  it  formerly  belonged  to  the  Government 
there  is  no  piece  of  land  now  available  for  sale  at  a  reasonable 
price. 

Close  to  the  Boehon  River  a  good  homogeneous  sandy  loam  is 
found  near  the  sea,  but  that  piece  of  lamd,  which  is  fiat,  is  divided 
into  many  properties  and  is  more  than  ai  mile  distant  from  the 
centre  of  the  town.  Behind  the  Cathedral,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Mission  have  in  their  possession  a  small  property  much  less 
exhausted  by  cultivation  than  the  part  of  Hermitage  Estate  and 
which  could  be  leased  at  about  the  same  price,  but  this  plot  of 
ground  is  also  hilly  and  the  water  supply  is  insufficient  in  the 
dry  season.  The  present  site  is  one  of  the  best  for  establishing 
a  Botanic  Station  in  Seychelles,  but  the  poorness  of  its  soil,  the 


,  Google 


Work  done 

ai  the 

at&tion. 

Olesring 

gronndZ 

EflUblisb- 

ment  of 


Fwld 
nperimentB. 


T(^table 
growing. 


'«  COLONIAL    REPORT — AKHITAL. 

presence  everywhere  on  the  grounds  of  huge  boulders  of  hun- 
dreda  of  tons  in  weiffht  will  necessitate  an  amount  of  work  and 
labour  which  the  Botanic  Station  Committee  did  not  fully  con- 
template when  they  proposed  the  establishment  of  the  station  on 
a  temporary  footing  for  three  years, 

77.  It  u  to  be  hoped  that  some  of  the  proprietors  of  Seychelles 
will  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Curator  pieces  of  land  of  iheax 
own  for  carrying  on  experiments,  for,  unless  this  is  done,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  enlarge  the  site  of  the  Botanic  Station. 

If  it  is  found  necessary  to  enlarge  the  Station,  it  w-onld, 
perhaps,  be  best  to  secure  a  piece  of  land  situated  on  tiie  other 
side  <^  the  Tiois  Fr^ree  Biver  where  water  oould  be  sapplied  hy 
one  of  the  reBervt)irs  of  Victoria. 

This  piece  of  land  ia  not  far  distant  from  tihe  disused  torUb 
pond  where  ai  second  entrance  to  the  station  conld  be  made,  Qiua 
allowing  a  circular  promenade  from  the  middle  of  the  town  to 
Mont  Fleuri  through  the  Botanic  Station. 

78.  The  following  work  has  been  done  at  the  Station  during 
the  past  year : 

2.  Clearing  the  grounds  for  the  first  two  months. 

2.  Laying  out  a  nursery  in  the  high  parte  of  the  ground  so  as 
to  utilise  seeds  brought  horn  Mauritius.  This  work  teok  more 
than  a  month  on  account  of  the  removal  of  huge  boitlders,  some 
of  which  bad  to  be  blasted. 

3.  The  construction  of  the  coolies'  huts  by  the  labourers  them- 
selves who  went  to  Fraslin  to  cut  the  necessary  wood  in  the 
forest.  A  labourer  was  left  at  the  Botanic  Station  during  tjte 
Absence  of  the  others  to  water  the  plants  in  cultivation. 

4.  The  establishment  of  tiiree  fields,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  3,  for 
experimenting  on  the  action  of  Seychelles  guano  and  for  study- 
ing those  plante  which  had  some  chance  of  becoming  accli- 
matised. 

A  great  many  varieties  of  seeds  have  been  sown  in  these  three 
fields.  They  were  received  from  England,  India,  Ceylon,  and 
Mauritius.  The  action  of  guano  and  the  effects  of  tihe  climate 
were  for  the  most  part  studied  on  vegetables  on  account  of  the 
rapid  growth  of  these  plants  and  the  short  time  required  for  Ifce 
various  experiments. 

79.  The  climate  of  Seychelles  has  a  most  violent  action  on  the 
growth  of  plants  coming  from  temperate  climates.  The  young 
leaves  are  burnt  during  the  hot  hours  of  the  day.  Many  lettooes 
and  tomatoes  were  thus  prevented  from  growing,  but  the  same 
plsnte,  when  placed  in  sheltered  situations  and  near  rivers  where 
the  temperature  of  the  air  is  lower,  have  succeeded  well. 

This  experiment  proves  that  delicate  plante  must  be  grown 
under  screen  shadings  until  they  hare  become  acclimatised. 
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With  regard  to  tomatoeB  eepecially,  the  acclimatisation  of 
plants  seems  to  play  a  great  p&rt.  Sneds  tiom  England  produced 
plants  which  grew  only  a  few  inches  before  being  blackened  and 
burnt,  but  seeds  from  Manritius  and  even  from  some  parts  of 
Mah4,  where  tomatoes  are  cultivated,  produced  plants  which  com- 
pleted without  trouble  all  the  phases  of  their  vegetation.  Tin- 
acclimatised  plants  sufier  especially  at  the  time  of  blossoming, 
wli«n  aill  the  immediate  constituents  are  brought  to  the  flowers 
and  when  the  food  requirements  of  tdie  plants  are  greater. 

■  80.  When  the  temperature  is  higher,  ».«.,  during  the  N.W.  ^^<«'  *^ 
monsoon,  the  burning  action  of  the  sun  is  greater,  but  daring 
this  season  caterpillars  are  far  lees  numerous  tban  daring  the 
S.E.  monsoon,  and  so  plants  can  be  cultivated  which  are  gene- 
rally placed  out  of  cultivaition  by  destructive  insects. 

81.  The  experiments  which  were  made  with  gaano  proved  most  Action  of 
interesting  in  some  oases.     A  few  plants,  such  as  the  Hibiscus  8^"°^ 
eeculentua,  produced  flowers  when  only  a  few  inches  high  in  a 

poor  sandy  soil,  which,  after  being  manured  with  guano  con- 
taining a  large  quantity  of  organic  matter,  produced  plants 
whose  petioles  were  longer  than  the  height  of  the  whole  plant 
growing  without  guano.  A  papaw  tree  manured  with  guano 
and  cow  dung  also  produced  fruits  of  8  and  10  lbs.  in  weigbt 
after  six  months'  growth,  at  the  end  of  which  time  seedlings  of 
the  same  origin  but  not  manured  had  not  produced  a  single 
flower. 

82.  The  action  of  manure  in  the  poor  ssmdy  soil  of  the  Station  Action  of 
is  so  marked  that' not  only  tiie  output  of  the  plantations  is  in-  nwnnres. 
creased  but  a  great  deal  of  time  is  saved  1^  using  it. 

83.  All  the  vegetable  and  flower  seeds  of  India  on  which  I  IncEian  aeeda. 
experimented  had  lost  their  germinative  powers  and  seemed  to 

be  seeds  purchased  in  Europe  and  kept  a  very  long  time  before 
being  forwarded  to  destination.  It  is  a  great  disadvamtage  that 
there  is  no  good  seed  establishment  in  tiie  tropics  where  fresh 
seeds  can  be  purchased  a  short  time  after  having  been  gathered. 

84.  Well  sheltered  spots  on  the  hills,  from  600  feet  upwards,  LoctUitiwfor 
are  best  suited  for  the  cultivation  of  vegetable  and  flower  plants.  gaj^eniDg. 
Near  the  sea  shore  the  insects  are  more  numerous  and  give  much 

trouble,  and  some  plants,  such  as  potatoes,  are  so  much  over- 
heated during  their  growth  that  srane  tubers,  although  unripe 
in  appearance,  and  still  very  small,  germinate  in  the  soil, 

86.  The  insectieidee  which  can  be  used  with  success  in  gardens  inaeotioidei 
near  the  sea  shore  are  the  following : 
For  vegeiables :  — 
a.  Solution  of  £illey. 

Petroleum  2  gallons. 

Water  1  gallon. 

Soap       ilb. 

ISSIS  y 
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This    is   mixed  with  from  four  to  twenty  times  its  bulk  of 
water  and  should  be  well  stirred  before  being'  used. 

b.  Tobacco  refuse. 

c.  Pyrethrum  powder. 

For  flowers :  — 

a.  London  purple. 

b,  Paris  green. 

^'^^  86.  The  scale  iasectg  are  extremely  numerous  in  Seychellea, 

and  all  fruit  trees  suffer  to  a  ^reat  extent  from  tb«ir  attack,  the 
trc^atment  by  the  gaa  derived  from  potassium  cyanide  under  an 
air-tsght  tent  would  be  fatal  to  them.  As  a  rule,  howerer,  fruit 
trees  suffer  more  when  they  are  grown  in  poor  soils,  and  proper 
manuring  will  always  lessen  the  injury  done  by  scale  insects. 

Sowing  87.     S.  Establiihment  of  a  shed  for  towtJtgi  teeda. — This  shed 

cuw.  ^gj.   fQ^^IlJ  necessary   because   heavy  rains   uprooted  seedlings 

which  are  only  transplanted  when  the  roots  are  well  formed. 
The  cases  in  which  seeds  are  sown  must  be  often  removed  from 
the  sheds,  when  the  weather  is  favourable,  because  fungi  grow 
rapidly  in  this  climate  when  sun  is  not  admitted  freely. 
Fernery.  gg.    6.  The  laying  out  of  the  banks  of  the  Trois  Frferes  River 

where  a  fernery  has  been  started. 

Nearly  all  the  indigenous  ferns  and  orchids  have  been  cpUected 
in  the  forests  and  planted  there  together  with  a  fe^  specim^s  of 
plants  such  as  arum,  maranta,  dieffenbac'chia, '  authurium,  Ac, 
wlicb  were  received  from  Mauritius,  siid  some  handsome  Brazi- 
lian orchids  and  ealladiums,  very  kindly  presented  by  Mr. 
Merian,  the  proprietor  of  Mamelles  Estate. 
Rabbet  and  7.  A  piece  of  one  acre  has  been  selected  and  planted  with 
^*^*^   .  plantains  and  albimia  in  rows  bo  as  to  start  a  grove  of  rubber 

pUntstlODB.      ^j  ^^^   ^  ^  gjjgrt  y^jg 

Geua  rnbber      8.  A  very  bad  plot  of  ground  has  been  planted  with  Ceara 

plaatatioiiB.    rubber  which  are  said  to  produce  more  latex  on  poor  soils. 

Bosdi.  9.  Boade  and  steps  have  been  made  throughout  the  grounds 

80  as  to  enable  visitors  to  see  all  jKirtions  of  the  station,  and. a 
large  road  has  been  started  so  as  to  make  a  circular  propxenade 
round  tte  lawn  and  pond  which  are  also  beingmade'. 

Pond.  iO.  At  the  foot  of  a  hill  all  the  springs  run  into  small  basins 

which  1^  being  connected  will  form  a  supply  for  the  pond. 

L&bontorj.  21,  A  laboratory  bas  been  built  up  by  the  Public  Works 
Department  and  is  now  provided  with  some  of  the  essential 
articles  for  analysing  soils  and  manures,  and  for  collecting  plants 
and  zoological  specimens. 

Sale  at  22.  Many  plants  have  been  placed  in  balls  of  earth  or  bamboo 

plants.  pots  and  offered  for  sale,  and  many  others  are  now  in  preparation 

for  the  nlanters  of  Seychelles  and  South  Africa. 
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Tlie  iollowing  iB  a  briei  list  cd  tbe  plants  whici)  have  been 
already  sold: 

Farkia  Boxbarghii. 

Nutmegs. 

Oranges  of  different  kinds. 

Eucalypti  of  difFerent  kinds. 

Date  palms. 

Albizzia. 

Itj  (£cub). 

Thomea,  coleua,  maranta. 

Crotons. 

Boses. 

Begonias. 

Cedar  (Oasusi&a). 

CSierimolia,  Jack  fruit  tree. 

Ormoaia,  mountain  cherry. 

Ceara  rubber,  carob  tree. 

Cslladium. 

Paipaw,  cotton  Iree. 

Seychelles  Gayac  (Afzelia  bijnga). 

CapBicum. 

"Egg  fruit  plante. 

Sterculia  (cacao). 

Eilioius^  def^^e^ff 

Guatard.  a^l^  sfjursop. 

BougaaiiTillea,  Pomegraaate. 

Franciecea,  Baubinia. 

Helicbryanm. 

Pandanus,  Tamarind. 

Tangerine  Oranges. 

YerachafFeltia  splendida,  and  all  the  othra  Seycbellea  palms. 

B.  DtTPOHT, 

21st  May,  19(K!.  Curator  of  the  Botatue  Station. 
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No.  361. 

SIERRA    LEONE. 

REPORT    FOR    1901. 

(For  Report  tor  1900,  s^e  No.  324.) 


frterntcb  to  both  ^onsts  of  ^arltitmcilt  titt  CoiiiiiiHn!)  of  ^is  ^;ijc9t)}. 
Septemhn;  1902. 


LONDON: 

PEIHTED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTY'S    STATIONEBT    OFFICE, 
Bx  DASXJNG  A  SON.  Ltd.,  3i-10,  Bacok  Sranr,  E. 

And  to  1m  pnrchMed,  either  directly  or  through  any  BookieUer,  from 

ETBE  A  SPOTTISWOGDE,  Eibt   Hisnufs   Stbjit,  Fliit  Sts»t,  E.C.. 

And  as,  kxmaTiov  Stseit,  WianumcBB,  S.W.; 

or  OLIVEB  k  BOTD,  Edutbumk; 

or  E.  P0N80NBT,   116,  Gurroit  Stbhi,  Diraua. 

1902. 
[Od.788-Si.]     iV-iceSK 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
Oolonial  FoBBeesioos  have  been  issaed,  and  ma?  be  obtained  (rom 
B  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 


No. 

Colony. 

Tew 

341. 
S12 

Ceylon    

Qibraltar 



1900 

348 

Buntobuid 

190(^1901 

344 

Oold  Cout 

1900 

345 

Oniuda 

346 

Northern  Nigeiu 



1900^1901 

Brituh  Solomon  lalada         

348 

Lw»      

i9bo 

349 

BntiBh  Gniuu  ... 

1900-1901 

360 

St.  Tinoent 

1900 

351 

Junaioa 

1900-1901 

352 

Gocosldanda    ... 

1901 

353 

1900 

355 

Gambia 

356 

Falkland  ItOanda 

367 

Northern  Tanibories  of  the  Oold  Coast      

368 

Malta      

369 

GibroltM-. 

360 



MISCELLANEOUS. 


1 

Gold  Coast        

2 

7.iiliiland            

Forests. 

3 

Si«m  Leone     

GeoltwT  and  Botany 

4 

5 

Riharnu 

Sisal  Indnstrr. 

6 

afid:::    :::    ::: 

Bubonic  Plague. 

8 

Western  Padfio 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica           

AgTicnltnie. 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

Condition  during  1697. 
Agricnltate  in  CaiTiacou. 

11 

Girenada 

12 

Anguilk 

TBal  StatistLGs,  1898. 

Tra4e,  1899. 

U 

Bahamas 

Fibre  IndaHtrv. 

15 

Canada   

Legal  Stata«'o(  Britah  North 
American  Indians. 

16 

Hediod  Rworts. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands      ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong      

during  1900. 
Uedicol  Beporta. 

19 

Miscellaneous  Colonies. 

WeiHaiWei     

General  Eeport 
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AcTiKQ  Gk)TEKNOE  Henstock  to  Mfi.  Cqambeklaxh. 

OoTemmeiit  Honae, 

Fort  Thornton, 

Freetown,  Sierra  Leone, 
Snt,  2nd  August,  1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Eeport  oa 
the  Blue  Book  of  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone  for  the  year  1901 
which  has  been  prepared  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

I  haTe,  &c., 
F.  J.  Henstock,  Liettt.-Col., 

Acting  Ghireruor, 


el3*73,— 73— 8/1902    Wt  286111     D  t  S— S 
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REPORT  ON  THE  BLUE  BOOK  OF  THE  COLONY 
OK  SIERRA  LEONE,  1901. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 

It  will  be  aoticed  with  aatisfactiou  that  the  financial  conditioQ 
of  the  Colony  glvee  no  cause  for  alarm,  but  on  the  other  hand 
shows  a  decided  progress.  The  roTenue  of  1901  far  exceeded 
that  of  any  previous  year.  The  expenditure  is  larger  than  any 
preTious  year,  but  the  reason  of  this  is  owing  to  the  liberal  policy 
adopted  in  Public  Works  in  the  Protectorate, 

The  Revenue  collected  in  1901  amounted  to  £192,138,  and  the 
Expenditure  to  £173,497. 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  the  Revenue  for  the 
last  two  years  classified  under  the  principal  heads :  — 


Head. 

1900. 

1901. 

In- 
crease. 

D«- 
ereaae. 

Customs 

Port,  Harbour,  and  LiKhthouu  Dues 
Lioencei  and  Internal    Bevenue    not 

£ 

102,£t69 

3,075! 

5,359 

4,177 

2,8B2 
328 

4;8M 
10,273 
33,803 

£ 
104,935 

3,1^8 
4!957 

<!.062 
6,984 

m 

20 
6,148 
21,394 
3fl,347 

1,966 

56 

1,885 

4,102 

l.iH 
11,121 
4,544 

~402 

Fern  '>f  Court  or  Office.  PaTmontB  for 

menta  in  aid. 
Foit  Office  and  BaTings  Bank 

Intoreat ...         ... 

Bailway...        -        

Proteotonite      

Total 

166 
1,638 

169,370 

192,138 

24,968 

2,200 

The  total  increase  of  EiCpenditui 
1900  was  £16,932. 


!  in  1901  as  compared  with 


The  following  table  gives  the  various  isstances  of  increase 
and  decrease  under  the  different  heads  of  Expenditure  for  the 
last  two  yean :  — 
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Expenditure. 


Hud. 

1900. 

1901. 

In- 
crease. 

De- 

OTeHse. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Ghargeon  Aooount  of  Public  Debt  ... 

10,082 

12.832 

2,760 

Penrionfl           

4681 

i,m 

166 

Ooramor  and  LegisUtare      

3,550 

"1328 

778 

2,733 

2,075 

242 

1,390 

1,623 

233 

Treasury          

1,900 

2,020 

120 

9,490 

8,685 

805 

Audit  Department       

1368 

1,302 

56 

»3& 

1,008 

73 

Legal  DeparCment       

6,333 

6,050 

283 

««l  Police       

8,40-4 

8,1*87 

429 

Prisons 

4,031 

3,983 

48 

Medical  Department 

3,7til 

4,730 

969 

4,510 

6.504 

994 

NnrsinsHoni' 

720 

740 

20 

Education           

2,S46 

3.247 

301 

Transport          

1,063 

1,236 

173 

Mi^llaueous  Services           

7,606 

8,552 

1,047 

Post  Office        

M54 

7;il2 

2,668 

Colonial  Steamer         

1,874 

l,.'i41 

333 

Botanical  and    Agricultural  Depart- 

1,199 

1,4*3 

244 

Sierri  Leone  Railway 

22,412 

20,315 

2,097 

2,319 

2,586 

267 

— 

„            „      Becurrent       

5,0ri5 

5,071 

6 

„            „      Extraordinary 

6,425 

4,417 

2,O0S 

Frontier  tolice 

22^317 

23,707 

1,390 

Protectorate      

17,0t>4 

25,776 

8.712 

— 

Total      

167,525 

173,467 

21,662 

6,630 

The  increase,  as  I  have  ali-eady  previously  stated,  is  largely 
due  t€  the  opening  up  of  the  Protectorate.  The  only  direot 
taxation  is  ihe  hat  and  house  tax;  at  present  the  rate  in  the 
Protectorate  is  bi.  per  hut.  The  house  tax  in  the  Colony  is  bi. 
for  houses  not  exceedinf;  annual  rental  value  of  £b,  and  5  per 
cent,  on  houses  exceeding  annual  rental  value  of  £b.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  the  latter  tax  do  not  fonn  part  of  General  Bevenue,  but 
is  expended  in  improving  the  districts  in  vrhich  it  is  raised. 
During  the  year  under  revieiv  there  has  been  no  increase  in 
either  taxation  or  in  OuatomB  duties.  There  is  no  Funded  Debt. 
The  sum  of  £39,765  is  due  to  the  Imperial  Qovernment  on 
account  of  the  military  expeditions  in  1898-99,  repayable  in 
annual  instalments  of  £6,000. 

The  Crown  Agents  had  advanced  £417.899  up  to  31st  Deoem- 

ber,  1901,  for  railway  construction  in  anticipation  of  the  issue 

of  Inscribed  Stock.     In  addition  to  this  sum  the  Colony  has 

expended  from  its  surplus  fund  £74,523  on  railway  works,  which 

1247S  A  3 
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Amoont  will  be  refunded  to  Revenue  when  tlie  loan  is  raised. 
The  Colony  is  indebted  to  the  Crown  Agents  in  the  sum  of 
£13,121  overpaid  by  them  on  current  account  on  Slat  Decelnberi 
1»01. 

The  following  table  eshibits  the  growth  of  Sievenue  and  Ex- 
penditure during  the  laat  five  years:  — 


Tear. 

Expenditure. 

£ 

£ 

1897    .. 

106,009 

111,678 

1S98    .. 

117,682 

121,112 

1S99    .. 

168,382 

145,088 

1900    .. 

169,370 

157,626 

1901     .. 



192,138 

173,467 

II.— TRADE,  AGRICULTURE  AND  INDUSTRIES. 
Imports  and  Exports. 

The  total  value  of  imports  in  1901  wae  f  548,286,  and  the  value 
of  exports  £304,010,  thus  making  the  total  value  of  the  trade  of 
the  Colony  for  the  year  £852,296,  a  decrease  of  £68,446  on  tlie 
year  1900. 

The  following  table  shows  the  general  classification  of  all 
Imports: —  " 


1 .  Live  animalii,  food,  drink,  and  narcotica 

2.  Raw  matarialB— 

Uetal  and  other  

3.  Mannfaotnred  articles— 

(a)  Textile      

(b)  Uetal         

(c)  Other         

4.  Coin  and  Bullion  


Talne  in  sterling  including 


164,568 

1,069 

176,789 

67,686 

156^2 

1,902 


Making  a  total  of  £548,286 
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The  Omioiita  tecielpto  daring  the  year  at  the  tiro  ptffta  al,  the 
CokoLj  were  as  folloira:  — 


Porto. 

Imports  ex- 
OtniTB  of 
flpitito, 

ODtipaird«T 
MdOnin 

Gnn- 
ptirddr. 

Gnu. 

Told*. 

BoDthe 

£ 
Ji2,397 
tf.742 

S 
29,976 
14,276 

30 

e9 

82,4?2 

Total 

59,139 

M,S52    {        30        1      69 

103,490 

The  following  comparatiTe  table  for  the  last  five  Tears  ahows 
that  tiie  greater  pnipoTtion  of  the  Import  tmde  is  vith  the 
TTnited  Eingclom :  — 


From  the 

Frem 

f™, 

Yw. 

United 

British 

Fonum 

Total. 

Kingdom. 

Colonim. 

Colo^M. 

JE 

£ 

£ 

£ 

I8»7          

377.608 

6,097 

78,784 

457.389 

1898          

612,099 

12,733 

81,517 

606,349 

1B9D          

644,646 

19,696 

126,624 

1900          

425,246 

13,211 

119,816 

1901          

411,578 

10,867 

12i,861 

648,286 

The  value  of  Imports  in  1901  shows  a  decrease  of  £9,985  on 
the  preriooB  year,  and,  judging  by  figures,  does  not  compare 
fovourably  with  prerious  years,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing taUe:  — 


YalMof 

Tear. 

Imports 
flzdadint 
Ooloniil  uid 

Colooiftl 

1 
Imperial 

ine^diuir 
Golooial  and 

Imporial 
Ooverameut 

Imports. 

Imports. 

•"^-^ 

Importationa. 

- 

£ 

£ 

£                    £ 

£ 

1897       ... 

402,415 

37,763 

11,176               6,046 

467,389 

429,933 

37,152 

94,136             45,129 

606,349 

567,178 

37,443 

52,367             32,818 

1900       ... 

479,216 

37,788 

36,199    1           5.119 

558,271 

1901       ... 

461,892 

65,657 

27,963    '           1.878 

648,286 
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Hid  heaviest  decreasea  in  1901  as  compared  ■with  the  previous 
year  are  in  coals,  military  stores,  and  building  materiaJe,  due  to 
B«ppliee  in  1900  being  in  excess  of  requirements.  The  largeat- 
iDcreasee  are  on  hardware  and  carriages,  caused  by  railway  worka, 
although  wearing  apparel,  cotton  seeds,  haberdashery,  pro- 
i,  each  show  an  increase  of  £3,000  over  1900. 


The  value  of  imports  compares  not  unfavourably  with  past 
years.  In  1899  the  value  was  abnormal  owing  to  reaction  oi 
trade  after  the  inaurrectinn,  and  such  excess  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  be  permanent.  The  decrease  is  largely  owing  to  less 
importaUon  of  coal,  valued  at  £11,556;  the  increases  and 
decreases  on  other  articles  of  commerce  are  mn^ly  fluctuations 
due  to  Tto  specific  cause. 

Krporti. 

The  total  Exports  for  the  year  1901  show  a  decrease  <A 
£68,461  over  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  trade  i 
exports  for  the  last  three  years : — 


the  three  important 


Tear. 

Palm  Oil. 

PalmKemeU. 
Tom.         Value. 

Rubber. 

Gallons.      Value. 

Lbs. 

Value. 

1899 
1900 

1901 

78,420 
128,608 
164  840 

£ 
4566 
7.436 
9.S16 

1      £ 
20,068     1 163.271 
21,617     1171,774 
161,749      131,655 

54(1.385 
274,646 
131,655 

£ 
43,730 
26,741 

9:203 

The  following  comparative  statement  shows  the  quantity  and 
value  of  rubber  exported  from  the  Colony  to  the  under-meatitmed 
countries  during  1901 : — 


Conntriea. 

Quantity. 

Valne. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900.           1901. 

TTnited  Kingdom 

Germany           

Other  Countries 

lh« 
244,316 
30  330 

2/4,646 

lbs. 

105,360 

26,295 
LSI, 656 

£ 
23,335 
V06 
25,741 

£ 
7,174 
2,029 
9,203 

Tbe  trade  in  rubber  has  <leclined,  owing  to  the  article  ^ttlng 
■radually  less,  and  higher  prices  being  offered  in  the  adjoining 
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•Colony  of  Freadi  Guinea.  The  native  also  is  to  blame,  as  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  causes  o£  the  decline  of  the  production  of 
jubber  has  been  caused  by  the  destructive  manner  in  which  the 
product  is  collected,  the  wasteful  method  by  which  it  was 
gathered  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  tree's  life — a  suicidal  process, 
-of  which  it  is  believed  and  hoped  that  the  collectors  are  learning 
to  appreciate  the  disadvantage.  In  the  adjoining  French  Colony 
of  Quinea  the  price  is  3*.  a  pound,  and  only  the  best  rubber  is 
-allowed  to  be  exported,  t.e.,  rubber  containing  not  more  than 
one  per  cent,  of  dirty  matter  mixed  with  it,  whereas  in  this 
Colony  good  quality  mbber  and  dirty  adulterated  rubber  are 
both  bought  by  merchants  at  prices  varying  from  Is.  to  It.  Sd. 
per  pound. 

In  palm  kernels  there  was  a  slight  decrease  in  1901  over  1900, 
^although  the  market  value  remained  the  same.  There  is  great 
scope  for  the  extension  of  the  palm  oil  and  kernel  trade;  it  is 
the  difficulty  of  transport  which  has  to  be  overcome.  TJnlike 
rubber  which  con  be  more  easily  handled,  and,  owing  to  its 
greater  value,  can  better  beat  the  disproportionate  expense  of  the 
carriage  by  head — which  is  the  only  lamd  transport  obtainable 
in  the  greater  part  of  the  Protectorate — the  palm  kernel  or  palm 
oil  cannot  reach  a  shipping  port  from  any  distance  in  the  interior 
before  the  cost  of  transport  exceeds  its  value.  The  completion 
of  the  railway  will  revolutionize  the  trade  in  this  product,  and 
be  the  means  of  biinging  to  the  port  the  thousands  of  tons  of 
Icernels  that  at  present  are  allowed  to  rot. 

The  trade  in  kola  nuts  has  declined  in  comparison  with  pre- 
vious years ;  this  is  owing  to  the  supply  being  greater  than  the 
demand,  with  the  consequent  fall  in  prices.  The  following 
table  shows  the  direction  of  exports  for  the  last  tive  years  :  — 


Totho 

To 

To 

Year. 

United 

British 

Foreien 
Coontnes. 

Total. 

Kingdom. 

Colonies. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1897           

lSfi,9»6 

■2<1,234 

1^2,569 

400,748 

117,726 

.W,948 

U2,317 

290,991 

1899           

136.B36 

42,412 

157,964 

336,011 

1900           

125.659 

59,275 

177,637 

362,471 

^7,5fte 

46,228 

170,194 

304,010 

1901  is  the  first  year  on  i-ecord  that  the  export  to  foreign 
countries  has  exceeded  that  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  British 
■Colonies.  Germany,  as  usual,  is  the  rival  purchaser,  and  out  of 
the  £170,194  exported  to  foreign  countries,  £118,070  went  to 
■Germany. 
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Ths  following  table  shows  the  state  nf  the  trftde  of  the  Colony- 
■  for  thti  last  five  yean :  — 


Imports 

Export*. 

Tew. 

^^ 

Admitted 
Fwe. 

Total. 

1897          ...       - 
1S»8          

1899           

1900           

1901           

£ 
362,663 
988,8S8 

fi2S,10! 
482459 
4SD,25S 

£ 

80,454 
218,844 

164,500 
133,018 
12a,591 

£ 
400,748 
290,991 
336,011 
362,471 
304,010 

£ 
843,865 
898,193 
1,025,613 
918,048 
852,854 

There  are  two  causes  whioh  account  for  the  temporary  faUinfr 
oil  of  the  trade — the  first  is  the  severe  restrictions  placed  on 
all  produoe  brought  into  the  Colony  from  the  French  sphere, 
thereby  depriving  this  Colony  of  the  Soudan  trade  which  was  a 
lat^e  asset  in  former  years,  and,  secondly,  the  disturbances  in- 
the  Protectorate  in  1898  from  which  the  people  are  only  now 
recovering  and  beginning  their  ordinary  agricultural,  as  well 
as  trading,  operations. 

The  railway  is  bound  to  be  a  remarkable  factor  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country  and  to  largely  increase  the  present  trade ; 
notwitiistaoding  the  decrease  as  shown  by  the  foregoing  figurech 
the  trade  of  the  Colcmy  is  in  a  hettlthy  state,  and  in  the  year 
under  review  there  has  been  a  decided  activity  in  commercial 
cireles.    The  condition  of  the  country  is  disHnctly  prtnaising. 

Shifpino. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  statement  of  total 
shipping  inwards  and  outwards  for  the  laat  five  years :  — 


Tear. 

8«liii«  Ywselii. 

8t«une«. 

Nomb«r 

Tonnage. 

Hombw.    i    Tonmg.. 

18OT           

1898           

1899           

1900           

1901          

618 
266 
325 
696 
445 

16,002 
10,006 
15,143 
12,966 
17,069 

746 
740 
736 
817 
787 

1,068,745 
1,100,222 
1,166,605 
1277;967 
1,232,739 

Communication  between  Europe  and  this  Colony  is  almost  ex- 
clusively in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Elder  Dempster  &  Company,  of 
Liverpool,  whose  steamers  convey  the  mails,  but  no  subsit^y  is- 
paid  by  the  Government.     There  is  a  regular  weekly  niail  to  and- 
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from  Engiand,  and  the  eervice  hae  been  considerably  improved 
duriiig  the  last  year  both  as  legaids  the  regular  time  kept  as  wall 
as  in  the  class  of  steamers,  although  from  the  passengers'  point  of 
vieTT  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  catering. 
Spanish  vessels  maintaining  communications  between  Spain  and 
her  Colonies  of  Fernando  Po  call  at  Sierra  Leone — ^the  existence 
■of  a  colony  of  Sierra  Leoneans  at  Fernando  Po  making  the  cadi 
necessary. 

AOKICUI-THKAL    IsDliSTlllES    AND    BoTANICAL    STATIONS. 

Agriculture  is  of  the  most  primitive  kind,  rice,  casaada, 
Indian  com,  and  ginger  are  planted.  There  is  no  reason  w'hy 
xice  should  not  do  exceptionally  well  in  this  country ;  experts 
describe  it  as  an  ideal  rice-producing  country,  yet  there  is  no 
endeavour  made  at  irrigation,  or  to  cultivate  it  in  any  very 
large  quantities.  There  appears  to  be  a  total  absence  of  system 
in  agriculture  in  this  Colony.  A  piece  of  bush-land  with 
valuable  timber  trees  is  burnt,  between  the  charred  stumps  the 
soil  is  scraped  up  into  heaps,  and  crops  of  rice  and  com 
are  raised.  Crops  are  grown  on  the  same  ground  until  the  land 
gets  exhausted,  then  the  grower  moves  (Hi  and  commences  the, 
same  process  on  a  fresh  piece  of  land. 

There  is  a  Botanical  Garden  in  the  capital  of  the  Colony  under 
■charge  of  an  European  curator,  and  every  endeavour  ia  being 
made  by  the  Qovemment  to  educate  the  native  in  the  beat 
methwls  of  agriculture,  and  to  teach  him  what  the  economic 
plants  are  and  their  value.  Seedlings  of  plants  liable  to  become 
valuable  in  the  countiy  are  foi-warded  to  the  different  native 
chiefs  with  instructions  how  to  plant  them  aud  what  their  value 
-should  be. 

At  Songo  Town,  a  few  miles  from  the  capital  of'the  Colony, 
the  Government  have  an  experimental  farm.  The  experiments 
with  cinnamon,  cocoa,  and  cocoa-nuts  have  been  most  successful, 
and  promise  well  for  the  future.  Over  30,000  seedlings  of 
eucalyptus  are  doing  well.  There  are  several  thousands  of 
young  plants  of  landolphia  which  will  be  shortly  ready  for 
distribution  to  chiefs  who  are  willing  to  plant  these  rubber  trees 
in  their  districts. 

The  following  are  brief  notes  of  the  botanical  work  done  with 
.a  view  of  providing  the  proper  cultivation  or  treatment,  for  distri- 
bution in  the  Colony  and  Protectorate,  of  the  chief  economic 
plants  grown  in  the  Botanical  Oardens. 


There  are  twenty  trees  of  Cinnamon  Zdaricum,  souio  bearing 
.seeds. 

There  are  300  young  {dants  of  Theohroma  Coe9%. 
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FiiTcrea  CabentU. 
A  silk  grass  fibre.     There  are  a  large  aumber  of  these  planta^ 
and  it  will  be  possible  to  distribute  a  supply  large  euough  to- 
make  leage  plantations. 

SaHievieria  Ouineeiisin. 

Bowstring  hemp.  Three  nursery  beds  fall  of  Leaf  cuttings 
were  put  in  last  August  to  demonstrate  the  manner  in  which  this 
plant  may  be  propagated  extensively.  The  rooting  of  these 
and  growth  from  the  base  has  been  a  source  of  wonder  and 
interest  to  all  visitors. 

liubbei: 

Sevea  Brazilientit. — ^This  plant  shows  the  most  promising' 
growth  in  the  rubber  section.  The  soil  it  grows  oa  ie  poor  and 
gravelly. 

Landolphia. — This  plant  is  doing  veiy  well,  and  there  is  » 
large  stock  nearly  ready  for  distribution. 

Funtumea  elastica. — This  valuable  tree  has  not  been  found  in 
this  Colony;  seedlings  and  seed  have  been  obtained  from  the 
G»ld  Coast  and  Lagos  and  planted  extensively 

Owing  to  the  restrictiona  placed  on  cattle  coming  into  the- 
Protectoi-ate  over  the  French  border,  the  natives  found  that  the 
number  of  tlieir  cattle  was  becoming  seriously  reduced,  so  in 
order  to  help  tbem  and  counteract  the  restrictions,  the  Govern- 
ment estsblii^hed  a  cattle  station  at  Songo  Town  and  imported  a 
number  of  cattle  from  the  Gambia  with  the  idea  of  breeding  and 
supplying  the  natives  with  the  beasts  they  require.  Naturally 
this  process  must  be  somewhat  long,  but  the  plan  has  resulted 
in  the  restrictione  brang  withdrawn. 

III.— LEGISLATION. 

The  following  are  the  Ordinances  passed  by  the  Legislature- 
of  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone  during  the  year  1901  and  assented 
to  daring  the  year  under  review. 

Ordinance  No.  3  of  1901.  "  The  Petitions  of  lUght  Ordinanoe, 
1901." — By  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  claims  by  the 
Government  against  private  persons  or  by  {»ivate  persons  against 
the  Government  are  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  between  sub- 
ject and  subject,  with  the  difference  that  the  Governor's  consent 
must  first  be  obtained  in  order  to  prosecute  the  claim  in  tike 
Supreme  Court.  No  Writ  of  Summtms  shall  be  issued,  but  n 
Statement  of  Claim  filed  and  a  copy  thereof  delivered  at  the- 
olllce  of  the  Attorney- General  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  com- 
mence an  action..  No  fee  shall  be  payable  on  filing  or  delirering- 
a  Statement  of  Claim.  All  service  of  documents  shall  be  made- 
on  the  Attorney-General,  and  costs  may  be  awarded  in  the  same^^ 
manner  as  in  suits  between  private  parties. 
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Oritiuauce  Xo.  4  of  1901.  "'  The  AVliipping  of  Juveiiitto 
-Ajuendment  Ordinaace,  1901,"  amends  the  principal  Ordinance 
(So  3  of  1900)  by  restoring  the  age  of  16  as  the  limit  for  the 
whipping  of  juvenile  ofEendera. 

Ui-dinance  !No.  0  of  19U1.  *'  The  Freetown  Municipalitf 
Amendment  Ordinance,  1901,"  amends  the  principal  OrdinHnce 
(So.  i>  of  1893)  by  reducing  the  amount  of  licence  payable  by 
biiilders  under  Uie  principal  Ordinance. 

Ordinance  No.  lU  of  1901.  "  The  Gambia  Political  Prisooerv 
Detention  Ordinance,  1901,"  authoriees  the  detention  in  this 
Colony  of  six  political  prisoneis  from  the  Colony  of  the  Gambia. 
The  Governor  has  the  legal  custody  of  them  and  is  to  place 
such  restrictions  as  he  may  deem  fit  to  ImpOEe.  Write  of  Habeas 
Corpus  aire  suspended. 

Ordinance  No.  12  of  1901.  '  The  Post  Office  Savii^s  Bank 
Amendment  Ordinance,  1901,"  amends  the  principal  Ordinsmce 
(No.  13  of  1900)  by  taking  away  from  any  trustee  under  any 
will  or  deed  the  power  to  make  unlimited  deposits  in  the  Post 
Oihce  Savings  Bank. 

Ordinance  No.  13  of  1901.  "  The  Civil  Servants'  Estates 
Administration  Ordinance,  1901," — The  subject  of  this  Ordi- 
nance provides  for  the  administration  of  the  estates  of  civil 
servants  other  than  natives  dying  in  the  Colony.  The  Ordinance 
is  ilrafted  mutatis  mulatidU,  on  the  lines  of  "The  Regimental 
Debts  Act,  1893." 

Ordinance  No.  14  of  1901.  "■  The  Summary  Review  Ordi- 
naucc,  1901,"  provides  for  a  speedier  and  surer  mode  of  appeals 
from  the  various  Courts  of  the  District  Commissioners  of  the 
•Colony — the  majority  of  persons  charged  in  the  above  Courts 
with  crimes  or  offences  before  the  District  Commissioner  being 
too  ignorant  to  avail  themselves  of  the  right  of  appeal  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Appeal  Ordinance  (No.  4  of  1877).  By 
this  Ordinance  a  monthly  list  of  criminal  cases  decided  by  the 
District  Commissioner  is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Chief  Justice, 
which  list  shall  operate  as  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  every  convicted 
person  whose  name  is  included  therein. 

Ordinance  No.  li!  of  1901.  "  The  Imperial  Loan^  Amend- 
ment Ordinance,  1901,"  amends  section  5  of  the  principal  Ordi- 
nance (No,  7  of  1900),  and  proi  'ides  that  "  the  principal  money 
to  be  borrowed  under  this  Ord  inance  and  the  interest  thereon 
are  hereby  charged  upon,  and  shall  be  payable  out  of,  the 
general  revenue  and  assets  of  the  Government  of  Sierra  Leone, 
with  priority  over  any  charges  thereon  not  existing  at  the  time 
-of  such  borrowing." 

Ordinance  No.  17  of  1901.  "The  Customs  Duties  Amend- 
ment Ordinance,  1901,"  exempts  tools  and  machinery  imported 
T)y  miners  or  prospectors  from  the  payment  of  Customs  duties. 

Ordinance  No.  21  of  1901.  "  The  Intestate  .Estates  AmeAd- 
meut  Ordinance,  1901,"  provides  for  the  curator  or  any  person 
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cited  by  tlie  curatur,  k>  apply  to  the  Chief  Justice  by  petition  or 
summoufl  for  his  opinion,  aavice,  or  direction  pending  adminis- 
tration in  any  question  regarding  the  property  of  an  intestate. 

Ordinance  >"o.  2'i.  of  1901.  "  The  West  African  Frontier 
Force  (Sierra  Leone  Battalion)  Ordinance,  1901,"  repeals  the 
Frontier  Police  Ordinance,  1890,  and  provides — 

(1)  for  the  constitution  and  organisation  of  a  military 

force  to  be  called  the  West  African  Frontier  Force. 
(2.)  Enlistment,  discharge  and  service. 
(3.)  Discipline. 
(4.)  General  Pre 
(a)  Penalties, 

(&)  Enforcement  of  civil  contracts, 
(c)  Wills  Mid  distribution  of  proper^. 

Ordinance  No.  23  of  1901.  "  The  Sheriff  and  Under  Sheriffs' 
Amendment  Ordinance,  1901,"  empowers  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point Assistant  Under -Sheriffs,  the  necessity  having  arisen  in 
consequence  of  the  number  of  defaulters  who  have  neglected  to 
pay  the  house  tax  under  the  prorieions  of  section  33  of  Ordinance 
No.  11  of  190U. 

Ordinance  No.  25  of  1901.  "  The  House  Tax  Amendment 
Ordinance,  1901,"  repeals  section  6  of  the  principal  Ordinance 
(No.  11  of  1900)  and  prescribes  that  a  separate  account  shall  be 
kept  of  moneys  received  and  expended  in  respect  of  each  district 
and  shall  not  be  included  in  the  general  revenue  of  the  Colony, 
smd  that  statements  of  the  accounts  shall  be  published  in  the 
"  Sierra  Leone  Royal  Gazette,"  and  abstracts  (^  the  accounts  of 
both  revenue  and  expenditure  shall  be  laid  annually  before  the- 
Legislative  Council. 

Ordinance  No.  36  of  1901.  "The  Coroners  Further  Amend* 
ment  Ordinance,  1901."— This  Ordinance  enables  the  Coroner 
to  summon  the  Medical  Officer  of  a  public  institutioa  to  give 
evidence  without  fee  or  remuneration  as  heretofore  at  an  inquest 
held  on  the  body  of  any  person  who  died  in  such  institution. 

Ordinance  No.  28  of  1901.  "  The  Pensions  Ordinance,  1901," 
came  into  force  on  the  22nd  November  last.  It  regulates  the 
pension,  gratuity  and  other  ^lowances  to  public  officials  in  tii» 
service  of  the  Colony. 

Ordinance  No.  29  of  1901.  "  The  Human  Leopard  and  Alli- 
gator Societies  Ordinance,  1901." — This  Ordinance  was  passed 
for  the  purpose  of  repressing  certain  crimes  perpetrated  by 
certain  secret  societies  known  as  the  Human  Leopard  and 
Alligator  Societies,  but  is  possibly  too  drastic  to  be  kept  per- 
manently on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  Colony,  and  will  expire  on 
the  3l8t  day  of  December,  1902. 

Ordinance  No.  30  of  1901.  "  The  Wild  Animals,  Birds,  and 
Fish  Preservation  Ordinance,  1901." — This  enactment  deals  with 
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4}ie  jireBervatioiL  of  certain  species  of  wild  uiimaU,  birdfl,  and 
£fili  from  extiactioa.  Under  this  Ordinance  tha  Goveinor-iii- 
Council  is  empowered  to  make  regnlationB  for  tlie  due  and 
effectual  execution  of  the  Ordinance.  Sectiim.  4  empowers  iim 
'Oovemor  to  permit  the  collection  of  specimeue  of  animals  f^r 
museume,  zoological  gardens,  or  for  any  other  scientific  purposes. 
Ordinance  No.  33  <rf  1901.  '*  The  Protectorate  Ordinance, 
1902,"  oousolidates,  with  some  amendments,  the  previons  enact- 
ments  relating  to  the  Protectorate.  The  Ordinance  is  divided 
into  SIX  parts :  — 

(1.)  Preliminaiy  which  deals  with  the  interpretation  of 
terms  and  the  duties  and  powers  of  Assistant  District 
Commissioners. 
(2.)  Delimitation  of  the  Protectorate,  which  defines  the 

limits  within  which  the  Ordinance  shall  apply. 
(3.)  Constitution  and  jurisdiction  of  the  different  Courts. 
(4.)  Offences  against  slaTe-dealing. 
(5.)  Customs,  house  tax,  store  licence  and  spirit  licence. 
(6.)  Miscellaneous,  which  deals  with  recovery  and  appli- 
cation of  taxes,  duties,  penalties,  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion,  deposition   or  banishment  of  chiefs,  offences, 
concessions  in  the  Protectorate,  indemnity  of  the 
Governor  and  all  ofiBcers.     Counsel  may  only  appear 
before  the  Court  of  District  Cmnmissioner  and  Native 
Chiefs,  or  the  Court  of  Native  Chiefs,  on  behalf  of 
any  plaintiff  or  defendant  in  a  case  involving  the 
punishment  of  death.     Counsel  may,  however,  appear 
in  any  of  the  Courts  of  the  Protectorate  by  leave  of 
the  District  Commissioner  in  other  cases. 
Ordinance  No.  35  of  1901.     "  The  Freetown  Waterworks  Ordi- 
nance, 1901." — The  Waterworks  Ordinance  is  an  Ordinance  of 
29  sections,  dealing  with  the  supply  of  water  for  public  and 
private  purposes.     Section  4  provides  for  the  borrowing  of  mtm^ 
by  the  Gtovemor  to  be  refunded  by  the  Water  Authority.     Tlie 
expenses  incurred  in  the  waterworks  Trusts  shi^  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  f  31,600,     The  Ordinance  also  provides  the  various  rights 
and  duties  of  the  Water  Authority.       This  is  a  matter  purely 
local  in  its  dealing. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 

(A)  Pbisiakt. 
The  system  oi  education  in  the  Colony  is  wholly  denonuaa^ 
tional.     There  are  no  Government  schools. 

The  principal  denominations  working  in  the  Colony,  and  in 
whose  hands  is  its  educational  welfare,  are — the  Church  of 
England  with  40  schools  under  its  control,  the  Wesleyan  with 
20,  the  United  Methodist  Free  Churches  with  9,  the  Qountesa 
of  Huntingdon's  with  4,  the  Roman  Catholic  with  3,  andanother 
~with  1.     The  number  of  schools  thus  connected  is  77;    these 
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'  receive  gi'aaU-in'sid  trom  the  QoTernment,   regulated  by  an> 
'  Education  Ordioauce  and  Rules  under  it  drawn  up  ^  a  Board- 

of  Education. 

According  to  the  latest  returns  (up  to  December  31,  1901),. 

the  number  of  children  on  the  rolls  of  the  inspected  echoolB  ift 

8,060,  and  the  average  wttendamce  5,764 — about  72  peir  cent,  of 

the  roll  number. 

The  enrolment  of  scholars  does  not  increase  witli  the  growtlu 

of  the  population  of  the  Colony,  but,  on  the  contrary,  decreases,. 

as  the  following  table  will  show :  — 


Native  Popu- 
lation of  the 
Colony. 


1901... 


42,000 
74,611 
76,ll>2 


6.613 
6,9'*4 
5,764 


Thus,  in  1891,  the  enrolment  and  the  average  attendance  were 
respectively  11'4  and  8  per  cent,  of  the  population,  but,  in  1901, 
105  and  7'5  respectively.  There  is  no  upper  limit  tc  school- 
age.  The  ordinance  simply  requires  that  a  scholar  shall  not  be- 
under  four  years  of  age,  and  pupils  aire  often  found  sixteen 
years  and  upwards. 

According  to  the  Census  of  1891,  the  number  of  persons,  male 
and  female,  from  six  to  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  tiierefore  well 
within  the  ages  of  children  that  may  be  found  ait  school,  was 
15,123.  According  to  the  Census  of  1901,  the  number  is 
13,373. 

Education  is  not  compulsory-  This  Colony  does  not  yet 
"  bind  herself  by  statute  to  secure  for  all  the  children  whom  her 
soil  nwintains,  the  rudiments  of  letters."  The  aborigines,  to* 
whose  influx  into  the  Colony  from  the  Protectorate  the  increase 
of  the  population  is  largely  due,  have  not  yet  learnt  the  nature 
of  education  to  make  them  care  to  send  their  children  to  school' 
to  any  large  extent. 

The  following  items  are  shown  in  comparison  with  those  of 
last  year :  — 
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From  the  above  table  it  'will  be  aeen  tliat  the  amount  of  grant- 
ia-aid  received  from  the  Qovemment  is  about  one-third  (rather 
lens)  of  the  total  cost  of  the  up-keep  of  the  schools.  The  balance 
k  provided  from  local  sources  by  the  religious  bodies  to  which 
th«  schools  belong.  The  amount  of  Government  grant^ia-aid  ia 
determined  by  the  average  attendance  aad  the  results  of  inspec- 
tion of  each  achool.  The  amount  spent  by  Government  laet  year 
for  educational  pu^wsea  was  £3,500. 

School  fees  are  charged  in  all  the  schools,  t^e  usual  rate  of 
payment  being  one  penny  per  week  for  each  child,  or  foarpence 
per  month. 

The  amount  of  fees  collected  in  1900  was  £853  I2s.  Ad.,  and 
in  1901  £883  S*.  2d.,  being  for  each  year  about  -V  for  each  unit 
of  average  attendance. 


(B)  Sbcondaht. 

The  following  are  the  High.  Schools  providing  secondary 
education  for  boys  and  girls,  all  of  which  belong  either  to  some 
religious  body  or  to  private  individuals :  — 


Holl  Namber 

BeligioaH  bndv 

(December  3lBt. 

901.) 

SohooL 

with  which 
connected. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total, 

Gmnnwr  School     ... 

Chnnth  Himon- 

163 

163 

mn  Society. 
Wedejau 

•148 

•148 

HiKh  School 

20a 

200 

»179 

•179 

101 

101 

(Proprietary.) 

•90 

•90 

Annie  WalBhMemoriftl 

Ohnroh  Minion- 

130 

130 

wSC"':.. 

•115 

•115 

60 

50 

•29 

•29 

St.  JoMph-B 

EomAn  Catholic 

163 
•101 

163 
•101 

464 

343 

807 

•417 

•245 

•652 

•  The  figures  with  an  aateriik  denote  the  aventge  altoadaaoe. 

Ueeides  the  above,  Fourah  Bay  College,  which  is  affiliated 
witJi  Durham  tTuiversity,  offers  facilities  to  young  men 
desirous  of  obtaining  the  B.A.  degree  and  the  Licence  in 
Theology.     The  number  of  the  students,  all  told,  is  40. 
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TEAimsro  College. 

'  ProTision  was  made  in  the  "  Education  Bidea,  1899,"  b;  which 
tmy  of  thereligiouB  deziomiiiatioiia  poaseBBing  faoilitiee  for  doing 
fco,  might,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Government,  und^ake 
the  theoretical  and  practical  training  of  teachera  of  elementary 
schools.  Fourah  Bay  College,  established  by  the  Church  Mis- 
sionary Society  is  the  institutioii  that  haa,  at  preeent,  bAen 
Approved.  A  capitaition  grant,  depending  to  a  small  extent  on 
the  result  of  examination,  is  given  for  each  student  in  training, 
a  minimum  sum  being  guaranteed  toi  ihe  up-keep  (^  the  de- 
partment. 

Candidates  for  admission  are  pupil  teachers  of  three  years! 
standing,  or  other  persons  approved  hy  the  Board  of  EdncatioQ. 

The  period  of  training  is  two  years  or  more.  Teachers  who 
succeed  at  the  final  certificate  examination  are  entitled  to  a 
certificate  grant  of  £lb  per  annum  to  be  paid  by  the  Govemmrat 
in  addition  to  the  salaries  received  from  their  denomination. 
The  difficulty  attending  this  arrangement  is  to  get  pupils  of 
tbe  elementary  schools  willing  to  serve  as  pupil  teachers  for 
three  years  or  more  before  entering  for  training.  To  obviate 
t^is  difficulty  a  modification  may  have  to  be  made  by  the 
Board  of  Education. 


(C)  Technical  School. 

There  is  a  Diocesan  Technical  School,  open  to  pupils  of  all 
denominations,  receiving  an  annual  grant-in-aid  from  the 
Oovemment.  It  is  not  largely  patronised  as  yet,  though  it  has 
been  established  for  nearly  eight  years,  and,  in  a  limited  way, 
has  done  good  work.  It  is  being  re-organised  with  a  view  to 
broadening  the  management  and  widening  the  scope  of  its  work. 


(D)  Mohammedan. 

During  the  year  a  Department  of  Mohammedan  Education  for 
the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone  and  its  Protectorate  has  been  esta- 
blished. Foiir  schools  are  now  in  operation  in  Freetown  under 
-ithe  new  depertmeat.  In  the  Colony  the  Moslems  are  earnestly 
availing  themselves  of  these  educational  facilities  specially  pro- 
vided for  them.  At  this  stage  of  the  enterprise,  however,  suitr 
able  teachers  are  the  pressing  need — a  desideratum  which,  for 
the  present,  prevents  the  extension  of  the  enterprise  into  the  Pro- 
tectorate. The  children  are  now  being  taught  by  Christian 
teachers,  an  arrangement  which  is  not  regarded  as  entirely 
satisfactory.  EfioiiB  are  being  directed  to  the  training  of 
Mohammedan  teachers.  The  Mohammedan  question  is  regarded 
by  the  Government  as  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  future 
«f  West  and  Central  Africa.     If  Islam  is  pw^rly  understood, 
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if  ite  ytrath,  inoculated  with  British  civUiBation  and  British 
ideas,  are  utilised  by  British  administrutors  and  merchants,  it 
will  ^ive  to  England  a  wider  and  more  permanent  influence  upon 
the  millionB  of  the  Soudan  than  cam  possibly  be  wielded  by  any 
other  agency. 


v.— GOVEENMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

(A)  Hospitals, 

Colonial  Hospital,  Freetown. 


In-door  F&tienta. 


Ont-door  Patienta, 


The  above  table  ehows  a  total  of  1,265  intern  cases  treated 
during  the  year;  namely  947  males,  318  females,  and  114 
deaths,  giving  a  death-rate  of  90  per  1,000. 

In  the  hospital  at  the  end  of  the'  year  there  were  67  caeeA 
Temaioing. 

Many  of  the  cases  were  admitted  in  a  moribund  condition ; 
of  the  114  deaths,  44  occurred  within  72  hours  after  admission. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  diseases  treated  during 
the  year  1901:  — 


Diseases. 

Obms. 

Deaths. 

Bemarke. 

Tubercle 

Malarial  Perer      

Tenenjal 

Uloera        

Bronchitia 

PneDmooia 

24 

160 
54 

173 
156 

47 
38 

10 
6 
2 
S 
4 
7 

17 
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TTlcerB,  as  usual,  give  tlie  gi-eatest  number,  173 ;  rheumatism 
oomes  next  with  a  total  number  of  156 ;  bronchitis  ajid  pneu- 
monia furnish  47  and  38  cases,  respectLvely.  The  fact  that 
pneumonia  is  a  very  fatal  disease  amongat  oativeft  ia  exemplified 
here.  Seventeen  deaths  have  occurred  out  of  a  total  number  of 
38  cases  treated.  Thirty-four  major  and  277  minor  operations 
were  performed  without  deaths. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  of  the  Colonial 
Medical  Department  during  the  year  1901 :  — 


Actual 

1 

1 

li 

i 

Gtosa 

Amonnt 

of 

Dues  Paid 

Expenditure 
after 

Annual 

■s 

5 

9-fs 

Te«r. 

■s 

Bzpenditnre 

Dedootinji 

Cost  of 
Bach 

2 

1 

■a 

If 

£ 

a 

Year. 

Treasory. 

pawed  to 
credit  of 

Patient. 

m 

'A 

Hospital. 

& 
1 

z 

III 

£      >.    H. 

£      «.    d. 

£     M.   d. 

£    t.    d. 

d. 

1901 

66 

4,724    3    2 

1,057    4    7 

3,666  18    7 

12  18    6} 

»i 

1,«6 

The  daily  average  and  number  of  beds  occupied  during  the 
year  is  66. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  obstetric  eases 
treated  during  the  year  1901 :  — 

Obstetric  Ward, 


iB 

Patients. 

Infant 

Pupil  Nowes. 

Tear. 

NamW 

of 
Deaths. 

Namber 

Oporaiona. 

NnmW 

of 
Births. 

Nnmber 
of 

atiii- 

bora. 

Enterad 

Completed 
Terms. 

1901 ... 

38 

3 

1 

10 

24 

- 

- 

The  above  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions  into  the 
Obstetric  Ward.  The  average  age  of  patients  admitted  is 
between  14  and  40  yeiu^ ;  the  majority  is  about  18  years. 
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(B)  ASTLCMS. 

(1)  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  limaticB  treated  in 
the  hoepital  at  Eissy  during  the  year  1901 :  — 


Ymt. 

Nnmbor 

of 

PeraoM 

nnder 

Trestment 

the  Yew. 

Nnmber 

Asylum 
on  the 
Ijit  Jrh., 
1901. 

Number 
Beaident. 

Admitted 

during 
the  Yeu. 

■s 

M 

Dead. 

1901. 

126 

109 

115 

17 

,6 

6 

12 

One  htmdred  and  twenty-six  patients  were  in  the  aByinin 
durin^f  the  year — 81  males  and  46  femalea.  Of  these,  6  re- 
oovetM  sufficiently  to  be  discharged  and  12  died ;  of  the  latter, 
4  were  very  old  and  had  been  in  the  aaylum  for  an  aggregate 
period  of  102  years. 

The  lunatics  are  emplc^ed  in  gardening,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  work  in  the  garden  ba»  proved  of  great  benefit 
in  maintaining  good  health  amongst  the  patients  thus  emplc^ed, 
by  keeping  them  in  useful  employment  while  formerly  they 
were  (m  the  sick  list  frequently.  This  at  present  is  not  the 
case. 

(2)  Incurable  Disease  Hospital. 
The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  patients  treated 
in  the  Incurable  Disease  Hospital  at  Eissy  during    the    year 
1901:— 


R«maiDing 

g 

Year. 

Hospital 
At  the 

Bettioning 
of  the 

DiBchaned 
and  Ab- 

$. 

s. 

1 

at 
End  of 
Year. 

Be- 

admisfdoti 

of 
Lepers. 

Tear. 

^ 

1 

I 

1901. 

97 

160 

118 

66 

25-68 

8S 

4 

Included  in  the  above  are  14  persons  under  treatment  for 
leprosy.     In  the  Colony  proper  this  disease  is  not  common,  th« 
191T8  B  a 
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majority  of  the  cases  hanng  come  frcm  the  hintorland  and  from 
other  West  African  Colonies. 

Here  the  natives  adopt  methods  of  isolation,  and  treat  their 
cases  with  native  remedies. 


(C;  Poor  Hocbes. 

(D)  Refobmatoeies. 

There  are  neither  Poor  housee  nor  reformattmee  in  the  Colony. 
There  is  decidedly  no  need  for  the  former  and  very  little  neces* 
sity  for  the  latter. 

'  (E)  Savings  Bank. 

The  d^tosits  for  the  year  amounted  to  £24,475  6s.  b^d. ;  the 
withdrawals,  including  i^temst,  to  £25,&47  V6t.  Qjid.  The 
interest  ti^en  out  of  tie  G-eneraJ  Beventte  of  the  Colony  and 
credited  to  depositors  amounts  £1,152  lis.  11(2.  As  compared 
with  1900,  there  is  a  decrease  in  deposits,  includiug  interest 
credited,  of  £159  12*.  8^d. 

The  foUowiag  table  shows  the  amount  of  deposits  at  the 
principal  stations  in  the  Colony  and  Protectorate  for  the  last 
two  years :  — 


Station. 

1900. 

1901. 

InoroMe. 

Decrewe. 

Freetown 

Bonthe 

Waterloo 

1 

£      >.    d. 
.  '23,516  16    81 
.  I    1,090  15    9 

£      >.    d. 

22,627    2    U 

1,825  14    2 

22  10    0 

£      1.    d. 

734  18    5 
22  10    0 

£      ..    d. 
889  U    3 

The  SsvingB  Bank  at  Waterloo  was  unt;  opened  on  November  1. 


There  was  an   increase  of   withdrawals  in  the  year  under 
review  as  compared  with  1900  of  £964  Os.  Z\d. 


From 

From 

Prom 

From 

Prom 

Year. 

£5  and 

£10  and 

£20  and 

£60  and 

£100  anc 

Total 

under 

nnder 

nnder 

£5. 

£10. 

£20. 

£50. 

£100. 

£200. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1899     ... 

599 

274 

227 

250 

163 

6 

1,608 

1900     ... 

637 

246 

144 

18 

1,514 

1901     ... 

720 

278 

246 

237 

96 

26 

1,603 
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VI.— JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 
(A)  Police. 

The  authorised  Btrength  of  the  Police  Force  is  three  officers 
and  266  rank  and  file;  this  includes  11  Water  Police.  Of  this 
number,  three  officers  and  169  men  are  stationed  at  Freetown, 
two  sergeamte  and  41  constables  in  the  Sherbro  District,  and  the 
remainder  distributed  in  the  smaller  districts.  No  Police  are 
statiflned  in  the  Protectorate. 

In  Freetown  alone  the  Police  have  to  exercise  auperrision  over 
an  area  of  1,894  acres,  containing  about  3T0  streets  with  a 
population  of  over  !)2,000  inhabitants. 

The  behaviour  of  the  men  has  been  very  good,  the  few  ofEences 
being  trifling  breaches  of  discipline. 

(B)  Cbiminal. 
The  following  are  the  statistics   of  crime   for   the    last  five 


ApprehenNODS. 

Convictions. 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1.  OfEences    agiunst    the 

2.  Offenoea             a^unst 

3.  OtW  offences 

4 
238 
154 

1 
195 
171 

226 
270 

7 
109 
98 

50 
39 
156 

•2 
145 
119 

120 
131 

5 
133 
205 

1 

98 
93 

3fi 
13 
116 

Total     

396 

367 

501 

214 

245 
10 

•1 
11 

266 
54 

16 

70 

252 
61 

7 

1 

~69 

348 

192 

165 

1.  Hnrder,          including 
3.  Arson 

74 
20 

79 

9 

1 

106 
3 

i 

53 
2 

55 

76 
3 

35 

2 

_ 

37 

6 

Tot»l     

96 

89 

no 

6 

*  Priaoner  insane. 


(C)  Pribohs. 

Hie  daily  average  of  prisoners  in  custody  during  Iho  year  1901 

was  169  as  compared  with  171  the  previous  year,  and  185  in 
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The  following  table  ghowa  the  aumbw  of  conTiotionB  for  tiie 
last  five  years :  — 


Y«r. 

tialea. 

Fematee. 

Jnvenilu. 

Total 

4897           

8 

479 

1898           

633 

21 

6 

65St 

1899           

634 

'29 

15 

678 

1900           

414 

31 

8 

463 

1901           

669 

13 

5 

677 

There  vm  one  escape  during  the  year,  and  the  man  was  recap- 
tured, as  compared  with  four  in  1900. 

The  behaviour  of  the  prisoners  is  reported  good ;  whereas  in 
1899  there  were  485  cases  of  breaches  of  prison  discipline  dealt 
with,  in  1901  the  number  has  been  reduced  to  127.  There  has 
also  been  a  great  reduction  in  tlie  number  of  floggings,  as  the 
following  table  pTOTes :  — 


1R99 
1900 
1901 


Ndmberof  Floggings. 


NU. 


The  two  principal  offences  are  disobedience  of  orders  and 
having  prohibited  articles  on  their  person,  such  as  snuff  and 
tobacco. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  is  excellent;  in  1899  the  death-raite 
was  15,  whereas  in  1900  and  1901  it  was  7  for  each  year. 

The  outside  prison  gangs  are  used  for  labour  in  cooneotion 
with  the  Public  Works,  and  collecting  stones  from  the  quarries ; 
those  prisoners  who  are  detained  within  the  walls  are  employed 
at  tailoring,  shoe-making,  basket-making,  and  carpentering. 

The  prison  is  not  self-supporting,  although  1^  the  prison 
labour  which  is  credited  the  cost  is  considerably  reduced.  The 
following  table  gives  the  expenditure  and  the  earnings  for  the 
last  five  years :  — 


Yaw. 

Euninga. 

Defidt. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1897 

3.365 

1,440 

1,916 

1898 

1,845 

1899 

4,513 

2,223 

2)290 

1900 

3,550 

1,739 

1,811 

1901 

3  649 

1,756 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  thdt  llie  Associatjon  Ward  system  is  in 
jorce ;  and,  uniorbanately,  owing  to  the  large  demuidB  on  tlie- 
public  finances  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  undertake  the  work 
of  erecting  a  now  building  which  would  have  the  advantage  of 
the  solitary  cell  system. 


VII.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(A)  Population. 

The  Census  was  taken  during  the  year  under  review,  and  tie- 
population  of  the  whole  Colony  consisted  of  41,856  males  and 
34,799  females,  making  a  grand  total  of  76,655  persons;  iiiis 
shows  an  increaae  of  1  820  froin  the  date  of  the  Census  Return 


The  following  table,  showing  the  general  population  of  the 
Colony  with  sexea  and  ^es  taken  from  the  Census  return,  will 
be  of  interest: — 


Age*. 

UalM. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  1  year        

521 

633 

1,054 

1 

382 

490 

872 

2  yean       

474 

380 

854 

3     „          

698 

663 

1,351 

4     , 

635 

539 

1,174 

5     , 

651 

794 

1,445 

From    6  to    10  veam 

2,979 

3,016 

6,995 

„      11  „     15      „ 

3,998 

3,380 

7,378 

,      le  „    20     „ 

4,440 

3,734 

8,174 

,     21  „    25      „ 

6,090 

3,770 

8860 

,      26  „    30      „ 

6,073 

4,096 

10,IG9 

,      31  „    35     „ 

3,116 

2,151 

6,267 

,     36  „    40     

4,610 

3,167 

7,667 

,     *1  „    45     „ 

1,966 

1,608 

3,474 

,     46  „    50     „ 

2,248 

2,017 

4,26& 

,      51  „    55    ■ 

95fi 

1,039 

1,994 

,     56  „    60     „ 

1,147 

1229 

2.376 

,      61  „    65     „ 

479 

678   ■ 

.     1,056 

,      66  „    70     „ 

402 

683 

9»r. 

,     71  „    76     „ 

235 

229 

464 

,     76  „    80     „ 

220 

316 

536 

,     81  „    85     „ 

147 

212 

359 

,     86„    90     „ 

90 

173 

263 

,     91  „    95     „ 

76 

39 

116 

,     %  „  100     

34 

50 

84 

Upward*  of  100     '„ 

6 

11 

17 

Ages  not  stated     

285 

122 

407 

Total 

41,856 

34,799 

76i666 
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(B)  Public  Health. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  1,851  (1,042  m^es  flod 
809  femalee) ;  this  gives  a  death-rate  ef  33*46  per  thousuid.  Tbs 
maaher  of  birUis  wm  1,334,  a  rate  of  17-67. 

The  following  table  givee  a  comparative  Btatement  i^  tiie  tHrtiu 
and  deaths  for  the  lasf  five  years : — 


Tear. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Births  in 

Deaths  in 
Bzce^ 

1897 

1,645 

1,734 

91 

1OT8 

1,859 

1,788 

174 

1899 

1,768 

274 

1900 

1,342 

l,7i6 

374 

1901 

1,334 

1,861 

~ 

517 

The  infantile  mortality  is  exceptionally  high.  In  Freetown 
alone  it  is  as  high  as  57S'8  per  thousand  births.  A  large  number 
of  these  deaths  occur  in  connection  with  labour,  and  the  Govern- 
ment are  now  erecting  a  Maternity  Ward  tin  the  Colonial 
Hospital,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  establish  a  Maternity 
Home  with  the  idea  of  training  and  registering  midwives.  In 
fact  every  endeavour  will  be  undertaken  by  the  Government  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  present  heavy  loss  of  life  at  birth. 

The  following  comparative  statement  gives  the  infantile 
mortality  for  the  last  five  years  in  Freetown :  — 


Tear. 

Total 

DmUib 

under 

one  Year. 

Deaths  • 

under 
one  Week. 

Deaths 
within 
24  Hours. 

Total 
Births. 

StiU- 
births. 

Infantile 
Mortalitj. 

1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 

235 
251 
242 
225 
255 

104 
118 
94 
82 
91 

62 

69 

58 
45 
48 

687 
668 
565 
462 
417 

37 
40 
26 
27 
24 

400-8 
375-7 
428-3 
487-01 
676-8 

The  child  mortality,  i.e.,  deaths  up  to  the  age  of  five  years 
in  Freetown  is  high  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  compara- 
tive table:  — 


Tear. 

Total 
Deaths. 

Deaths 

below 

five  Teats. 

Deaths  below 
five  Tean  to 
Total  Deaths. 

Death  rate 

per  1000  Uving 

nndei 

five  Tean. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

871 
869 
923 
896 
969 

296 

310 
296 
296 

307 

33-86 
36-67 
32-67 
32-96 
32-01 

114-7 
120-20 
114-7 
114-88 
.119-03 
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Of  the  European  death-rate  it  h  tstj  difficult  to  give  aconrate 
information  so  far  n»  the  Protectorate  is  concerned,  as  many 
come  and  ffo  after  very  short  periods  of  residence,  so  that  it  would, 
be  impossible  to  estimate  the  European  population. 

As  r^rards  Freetom  itflelf,  the  approximate  population  of 
Europeans  could  be  put  at  360,  and  this  number  would  not  be 
exceaaiTe.  The  deaths  among  Europeans  in  1901  amounted  to 
10  as  ctnnpia^d  with  19  in  the  preTious  year. 

The  city  and  Colony  during  the  year  have  been  comparatively 
free  from  small-pox,  the  small  number  of  cases  that  did  occur 
were  introduced  from  the  Protectorato,  or  from  steamers  coming 
from  the  coast.  Twenty-two  patients  were  admitted  to  tho 
Small-pox  Hospital,  and  during  the  year  eleven  deaths  occurred. 

(C)  Sanitation. 

The  sanitaiy  work  of  the  city  of  Freetown  has  been  done  by 
tiie  Sanitary  Department  of  the  City  Council  under  the  super- 
vision of  Dr.  Prout,  the  principal  Medical  OfEcer,  and  I  cannot 
do  better  tlian  quote  from  his  annual  report :  — 

"  The  method  of  sewage  disposal  in  use  in  the  town  is  the 
abominable  cesspit  system.  The  contamination  of  the  aubsoil 
which  results  is  moat  prejudicial  to  health,  and  until  the  matter 
is  aerioualy  grappled  with  we  cannot  expect  to  see  any  marked 
improvement  in  the  death-rate.  The  question  of  the  surface 
drainage  of  the  town  is  now  1  am  glad  te  say,  being  syatomati- 
cally  taken  in  hand,  and  it  is  proposed  to  overtake  the  drainage 
of  a  certain  part  of  the  town  ea^  y^r  until  all  is  completed. 
This,  by  pi'eventing  collections  of  water  and  thus  diminishing 
the  number  of  breeding  places  of  mosquitoes,  will  do  much 
eventually  to  reduce  the  prevalence  of  malaria^  and  consequently 
to  improve  the  death-rate,  ©specially  among  children.  In  ihe 
early  part  of  the  year  an  expedition  organised  by  the  Liverpool 
Tropical  School  of  Medicine,  under  the  superintendence  of  Major 
Boss,  assisted  by  Dr.  Logan  Taylor,  arrived  in  Freetown  with  the 
object  of  making  a  systematic  attempt  to  reduce  the  number  of 
mosquitoes  in  the  city.  One  of  the  most  unhealthy  parte  of  the 
town,  namely  Grassfields,  was  aeleoted  for  the  experiment,  and 
the  methods  employed  were  mainly  three.  First,  the  clearing 
out  of  the  gutters  along  the  streeta,  and  the  construction  of  tem- 
porary channels  where  none  existed  previously,  so  as  to  allow 
of  the  surface  water  being  rapidly  carried  off ;  the  filling  up  of 
depressions  with  stones,  earth  and  cement,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
formation  of  mosquito  breeding  puddles ;  and  third,  the  removal 
of  all  loose  receptacles  such  as  broken  bottles,  old  tins,  etc.,  in 
which  collections  of  water  might  lodge  and  larvte  breed.  The 
work  has  been  energetically  carried  out  by  Dr.  L<^;an  Taylor, 
and  no  doubt  with  benefit  to  the  cleanlinesa  of  the  town.  It  is 
too  soon  to  speak  as  to  the  results,  and  rash  conclusions  one  way 
or  the  other  at  this  stage  are  to  be  deprecated,  for  after  auch  a 
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short  period  it  is  naturally  impoesible  to  expect  that  there  can 
he  any  marked  effect  on  the  health  of  the  town.  The  work  is 
however  proceeding  on  the  right  lines,  and  with  the  system  of 
permanent  surface  drainage  which  the  Governor  has  inaugurated, 
we  have  every  right  to  expect  at  no  distant  date  a  diminution 
in  the  prevalence  of  malaria.  The  Colony  owes  a  great  debt 
of  gratitude  to  Major  Ross  for  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  the 
work  and  the  energy  he  has  thrown  into  it." 

(D)  Climate. 

Xo  part  of  West  Africa  up  to  the  present  time  has  earned  tho 
right  to  he  termed  a  health  resort,  and  Sierra  Leone  is  no 
exception.  At  the  same  time  there  are  indications  that  the 
climate  is  not  looked  upon  as  being  quite  as  bad  as  it  was  in 
former  years ;  this  no  doubt  is  attributable  to  the  improvement 
of  living,  better  sanitation,  and  precautionary  measures  now 
taken  which  formerly  were  ignored.  So  long  as  the  mercantile 
communis  and  Colonial  officials  continue  to  live  in  the  city 
of  Freetown,  surrounded  by  native  houses  and  insanitary  con- 
ditiona,  there  will  not  be  that  increased  improvement  in  the 
health  of  the  Europeans  which  should  be  expected.  It  is  hard 
to  conceive,  considering  the  natural  advantages  Sierra  Leone 
possesses  in  having  high  hills  from  800  to  1,500  feet  all  round, 
why  the  short-sighted  policy  of  residing  in  the  flat  and  low- 
lying  part  of  the  town  has  been  allowed  to  continue.  The 
military  have  lost  no  time  in  grasping  the  advantages  of  hill 
residences,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  best  sites  have  been 
acquired  by  the  War  Office  for  the  erection  of  barracks,  with  the 
result  that  far  better  health  is  enjoyed  by  the  military  than  those 
less  fortunate^  Tluropeanja  residing  in  the  Ic^-lying  city  of 
Freetown.  GHven  good'  residences  on  high  land  wrth  the  usual 
precautions  as  to  the  mode  of  living,  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
health  of  the  Europeans  in  this  Colony  should  noi  be  as  good 
as  in  some  other  Colonies  off  the  West  Coast  of  Africa. 

Rainfall. 

The  following  table  gives  the  rainfall  of  Sierra  Leone  fw  the 
last  five  years :  — 


164-31 
144-64 
146-63 
176-48 
198-82 
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The  following  Poetal  artideB  and  parcels  passed  between  the 
Oolony  and  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  year  under 
review ;  — 


Dewription. 

Eeoeirad. 

Despatohed. 

TotaL 

Letters       

Postcwds 

73,063 
2,928 

93,836 
5,411 

80,103 
8,109 
9,000 
1,35B 

153,166 
11,037 
102,836 

6,769 

Total 

175,238 

9S',670 

273,808 

The  following  is  a  return  of  what  passed  between  the  Colony 
(md  other  West  African  Colonies  and  foreign  countries :  — 


i)ewriptit»i. 

Total. 

Letters      

Postcards 

Newspapers     uid      Book- 

psckelB. 
Percela       ...        

70,077 
1230 
8,283 

1^1 

63,460 

760 

14,589 

1,033 

133,537 
990 

22,872 

2,594 

Total      

81,151 

79,842 

160,993 

Of  the  6,972  parcels  received,  340  were  insured ;  and  of  the 
3,391  despatched,  180  were  insored. 

The  total  value  of  the  parcels  dealt  with  during  the  year 
amounted  to  f  11,623  17*.  id. 

The  total  Postal  revenue  for  the  year  1901  was  £6,983  ISa.  lid. 
-as  compared  with  £6,937  13s.  8d.  in  1900.  The  total  expendi- 
ture in  1901  Vas  £6,991  6j.  Qd.,  and  thf*t  of  the  previous  year 
£6,561  9».  lid. 

MONBT   OB.DKBB. 

10,107  money  orders  of  a  total  value  of  £40,640  16«.  3(2.  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Of  these,  8,039,  valued  at  £h2,2{i9  ISs.  2d.,  were  issued  within 
the  Colony,  and  3,078,  valued  at  £8,431  3>.  Id.,  were  received 
from  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Colony. 

(B)   T*.«LEOKAPH  AND  TELEPHONE. 

The  only  tel^raph  line  in  the  Colony  is  that  which  follows  the 
nulway.  On  31st  December,  1901,  there  were  76  miles  of 
telegraph  line  laid  and  being  worked,  and  there  were  13  stations. 
During  the  year  233  GoTenuoent  messages  were  sent,  and  7,222 
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I^  the  general  public.  The  charge  is  6<2.  tor  twelve  words,  and' 
^d.  for  every  additional  word ;  the  revenue  eaimed  for  the  year 
amounted  to  £2i9.  The  telephone  system  in  tha  Colony  is  very 
small  and  only  connects  the  different  military  offices  around 
Freetown  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  War  Department,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  the  connection  between  Government  House 
and  the  Secretariat,  is  only  used  by  the  military ;  none  of  ih»- 
other  Government  offices  or  m^ercantile  firms  derive  any  benefit 
from  it. 


IX.— MILITARY  FORCES  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

Sierra  Leone  is  an  important  coaling  station,  and  possesses  an 
excellent  anchorage.  It  is  strongly  forti^ed,  and  has  a  garrison 
of  48  European  officers  and  2,121  non-commissioaed  officers  and 
men.  In  this  number  ia  included  a  European  battery  of  Garrison 
Artillery,  the  Kative  Artillery,  Native  Engineers,  one  battalion 
of  the  West  India  Regiment,  the  West  African  Regiment  and 
different  unite  such  as  Royal  Engineers,  Medical  Staff,  and 
Army  Service  Corps,  etc.  The  West  African  Regiment  is. 
recruited  from  the  tnbes  in  the  Colony  and  Protectorate,  but 
officered  by  Europeans  seconded  from  different  regiment&of  tho- 
Regular  Army  and  Militia.  The  cost  of  the  above  force  is  paid 
from  Imperial  funds,  although  an  allorrance  is  granted  by  the 
Colonial  Government  in  compensation  of  Customs  duties,  which 
unounted  in  1901  to  £1,455. 
There  are  no  Militia  or  Yolunteers  in  the  Colony, 
There  is  a  baittalion  of  the  West  African  Frontier  Force- 
stationed  in  the  Colony ;  this  is  ai  purely  Colonial  milit&iy  force, 
and  all  expenses  connected  with  it  are  paid  by  tihe  Colony ;  tiie 
total  cost  during  the  year  under  review  amounted  to  £23,707. 
The  strength  of  the  battalion  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  630' 
of  all  ranks.  The  men  are  recruited  from  the  Protectorate  and 
make  excellent  fighting  material.  The  officers  are  seconded  for 
service  from  the  Regular  Army  and  Militia.  The  force  is 
stationed  in  the  different  districts  of  the  Protectorate,  and  their 
presence  is  not  only  a  guarantee  of  security  to  the  inhabitants 
but  also  a  great  safeguard  against  lawlesBnesB,  oppression,  and 
the  traffic  in  slaves. 

During  the  year  Brigadier-General  Eemball,  D.S.O.,  R.A., 
was  appointed  Inspector-General  West  African  Frontier  Force. 
This  is  a  new  appointment  and  an  excellent  one,  which  cannot 
bnt  have  most  beneficial  results  on  the  efficiency  of  the  force. 
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X.— RAILWAY. 


(A)  Open  Lines. 

On  31si  December,  1901,  T6|  miles  of  railway  were  open  for 
traffic,  as  compared  Tith  bbl  miles  in  1900. 

The  folloving  table  will  sbow  tbe  improvement  in  the  traffic 
during  tiie  second  year  of  the  opening  of  the  railway :  — 


^T 

P««Dge«. 

GoodB. 

^teriaU. 

Total. 

X900           

1901           

£ 
7,376 
10,015 

£ 

705 
1,607 

£ 
2,263 
6,236 

£ 
10,345 
17,757 

Tiiere  were  13  stations  opened  during  1901  as  compared  with 
11  in  the  previouB  year.  The  cost  of  working  the  open  lines  in 
1900  amounted  to  il4,284,  and  in  1901  to  £18,518.  The  work- 
ing of  the  line  is  prc^reBeing  favourably,  and  there  is  every 
indication  that  the  people  are  already  beginning  to  feel  its 
benefit,  and  that  it  will  be  the  means  of  bringing  considerably 
more  produce  to  the  port  of  the  Colony  than  was  possible  pre- 
viously. 

(B)  OOKSTHtCTION. 

The  construction  of  the  extension  of  the  Sierra  Leone  railway 
has  proceeded  steadily  through  the  year.  On  the  Ist  of  January, 
1901,  the  track  was  laid  4}  miles  beyond  Rotifunk,  and  on  the 
Slst  of  December,  1901,  it  reached  44  miles.  The  building  of 
this  i393  miles  of  railway  necessitated  the  moving  of  320,000 
cubic  yards  of  earth,  and  the  getting  and  spreading  of  37,000 
cubic  yenls  of  ballast,  the  bridging  ovei'  of  rivers  and  swamps 
with  18  timber  bridges  of  a  total  length  of  1,460  feet,  and 
the  construction  of  78  culverts  formed  with  steel  or  earthenware 
pipes,  varying  in  diameter  from  18  inches  to  4  feet.  Station 
buildings,  consisting  of  dwelling-houses  and  offices,  have  been 
erected  at  Boia  and  Moyamba.  A  single  telegraph  wiro 
attached  to  iron  poles  has  been  put  up  to  the  forty-ninth  mile. 
The  total  weight  of  construction  material  received  at  Botifunk 
from  Freetown  was  6,7G6  tons,  and,  of  this.  4,963  tone  were 
forWarded  on  to  railhead.  The  transport  of  the  latter  entailed 
a  total  train  mileage  of  17,449  miles  during  the  year.  Tho 
scarcity  of  labour  greatly  interfered  with  the  progress  of  the 
work  during  the  months  of  February,  itarch,  April,  May,  and 
June.     During  the  last  four  months  of  the  year  the  supply  of 
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labour  was  gKnteir  than  the  reqniremeats.  The  average  Dumber 
of  labonrera  employed  dai^  during  each  month  was  as 
follows : — 


Month. 

No. 

Month. 

No. 

J&Dnory          

Febniary        

March 

Z?::.    :::    ::: 

June 

1,256 

866 
1,450 
2,290 
1,336 
1,284 

July  ... 

AngnHt         

Bepiember 

October        

November    

2,652 
2,939 
3,54a 

3,878 
4,865 
5,205 

(C)  Pkopobed. 

A  survey  for  a  mountain  railway  has  been  made  during  the 
year  with  the  idea  of  running  a  railway  from  Freetown  U> 
Wilberforce,  a  distance  of  five  miles.  The  site  of  the  terminus, 
which  was  chosen  by  Sir  Charles  Eing-Harman,  is  at  a  height 
of  900  feet.  It  is  in  every  way  the  moat  suitable  site  for 
residenceB,  the  altitude  should  prove  conducive  to  health  and  it 
commands  most  lovely  views.  It  is  stated  to  be  removed  from 
the  zone  of  the  anopheles,  water  is  easily  obtainable,  and  it  has 
the  further  greater  advantage  of  being  within  e«sy  reach  of  the 
«ity  of  Freetown. 


XI.— CHAXGES  IN  THE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  following  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  year  in 
the  Establishment:  — 

Mr.  Stallard,  the  Chief  Justice,  has  retired  on  pension,  aod 
Mr.  P.  Crampton  Smyly,  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Colony, 
has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him.  Colonel  J,  C.  Gore,  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  has  been  transferred  to  Cyprus  as  Receiv^- 
General,  and  Mr.  G.  B.  Haddon-Smith,  Chief  Assistant  Colonial 
Secretary,  Gold  Coast  Colony,  appointed  to  auooeed  him.  Mr.  A, 
Hndson,  Solicitor-General,  has  been  promoted  to  the  post  of 
Attorney- General.  Major  J.  E.  C.  Blakeney  has  been  appointed 
Major  Commanding,  Sierra  Leone  Batt^ion,  West  African 
Frontier  Force, 
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XII.— GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 
During  tile  year  the  Governor  of  the  Colony  (Sir  GharleB  King- 
Harmau)  made  tours  of  inspection  throughout  the  Colony  and 
Protectorate.  He  found  laa?gs  tracts  at  land  untouched,  aiid 
reports  that  the  whole  country  from  an  a^cultural  point  of 
view  is  capaUe  of  ^eat  development.  In  fact,  the  condition  of 
the  people  in  one  part  of  tiie  Colony  is  very  aptly  described  by 
him  aa  follows: — "  The  inhabitants  appeared  to  be  sufSciently 
provided  with  the  neceaaariea  of  life  to  allow  them,  for  the  niosi 
part,  to  loll  in  their  hammocks  all  day,  and  to  dance  ajid  sin^ 
all  niffht.  I  saw  absolutely  no  sign  of  either  poverty  or  dis- 
content " ;  and  that  is  the  astiafactory  condition  throughout 
the  Protectorate. 

The  Governor  was  received  everywhere  most  cordially,  and  the 
various  chiefs  expressed  "  a  unanimous  and  unbounded  satis- 
faction both  with  the  protection  and  security  which  they  and 
their  people  now  enjoy,  and  also  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
administration  of  the  districts  was  carried  out  by  Government 


The  fear  that  existed  with  so  many  of  the  commercial  oom- 
muniiy  of  this  Colony  as  to  the  impossibility  of  collecting  the 
house  tax  except  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  or  that  the  collec- 
tion of  it  meant  rain  to  the  trade  of  the  Colony,  has  been  dis- 
pelled. There  is  no  difficulty  in  collecting  the  tax,  the  object 
and  necessity  of  it  are  fully  recognised  by  the  people;  and  the 
insignificance  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  in  comparison  with  the 
benefits  and  improvements  enjoyed  are  admitted  on  all  sides. 
Where  the  trouble  occasionally  does  arise  is  not  in  the  amount 
demanded  or  collected  by  Government  servants,  but  owing  to 
the  unscrupulous  actions  of  some  of  the  sub-chiefs  who  extort 
large  sums  from  the  unsophisticated  native  on  the  false  state- 
ments that  they  are  accredited  collectors  for  the  Government. 

The  tribes  have  now  had  the  opportunity  of  rebuilding  their 
towns  and  villages  and  re-planting  their  farms,  which  were 
destroyed  and  neglected  owing  to  the  rebellion.  The  people 
have  regained  confidence  and  the  whole  country  is  at  rest,  and 
there  is  every  indication  that  there  will  be  augmentation  of 
revenue  from  an  increase  of  imports.  In  every  direction  there 
are  signs  that  the  wealth  of  the  country  is  growing  and  that 
there  is  a  steady  and  normal  progress.  Means  of  transport, 
by  means  of  the  railway  and  better  roada,  have  been  improved  and 
extended.  Slavery  is  virtually  defunct.  It  must  not  be  loat 
sight  of  that  the  Protectorate  has  only  within  the  last  few  years 
been  rracued  from  a  barbarous  rule,  with  its  coneequenoes,  stag- 
nation and  want  of  population. 

Emigration  is  discouraged  by  the  Government.  The  Protec- 
torate needs  population  greatly,  and  every  endeavour  must  be 
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made  to  prevent  those  who  should  woii  the  soil  and  help  tO' 
develop  their  own  country  from  leaving  it  to  seek  work  in  Hm 
gold  mines  where,  perhaps,  the  temporary  high  wages  aro  the 
temptation. 

During  the  first  month  of  the  year  under  review  Sierra  Leone, 
in  common  with  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  received  the  sad  news- 
ol  tiie  death  of  Her  Majeeiy  Qneen  Victoria,  a  Sovereign 
whose  life  was  the  pride  of  her  subjects  €uid  t^e  honour  of  man- 
kind. In  no  part  of  the  great  Empire  was  the  painful  news 
received  with  more  genuine  grief  than  by  tlie  loyal  subjecta- 
of  this  Colony  and  Protectorate. 

Q.  B.  Haddon-Siuth, 

Ci^onial  Sewetary. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Sierra  Leone, 

15th  July,  1902. 
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No.  330. 

STRAITS    SETTLEMENTS. 


REPORT  FOR  1900. 


(For  Report  for  18!>9,  in-e  So.  304.) 


Jlctstnttl)  to  both  ^aascs  at  ^atltainttit  bj;  ComtnaiU)  of  $19  ^Rnjtatfi. 
August,  1901. 


LONDON : 

FEINTED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTY'S    8TATI0NEET    OFFICE, 

Bt  DA£LINa  A  SON,  Ltd.,  34-40,  Bacon  SrsBn,  E. 

ir  tiirongh  any  Bookseller,  from 

oiMO    St        "    " " ■"' 

32,  kxamTxtn  Stsbet,  Wibtiu 
or  OLIVER  A  BOYD,  Esiiibitiioh: 
.  PONSONBY,  116,  OttiMON  Stbwt,  Dubldi. 


[Cd.788.]    Priced. 
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COLONIAL  REPORTS. 


The  following,  amoug  other,  i-eportB  relating  to  His  Majeety^a 
Colonial  PosBeBBions  have  been  issued,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
R  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 


No. 

Colony. 

306 

GoldCoaat         

307 

C.ylon 

308 

Leeward  iBlandB           

309 

St.  Helena         

310 

BvitJsb  Hoadurns         

311 

at.  Lucia 

312 

St.  Vincent         

313 

Basutoland        

3U 
315 

Hong  Kong       

Southern  Nigeria 

317 

Jftmaica 

318 

British  Guiana 

319 

Christmati  iBland          

320 

British  Solomon  lal&nds 

321 

Lagos      

333 

St.  Helena         

324 

Sierra  Leone      

325 

(iarobia 

32G 

Barbados            

:J27 

Bahamas 

328 

Turks  and  Caicos  Islands       ... 

32^ 

Malta      

Tear. 

1899 

1899"l900 

1899 

1899^1900 

1899 

1899-1900 

19()0 

1899-1900 

:    ::: 

1900 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Ko. 

Colony. 

Subjsct. 

1 

Gold  Coast        

Ecortomic  Agricaltnre. 

2 

Zulnland 

ForeBts. 

3 

Sierra  Leone      

Oeology  and  Botany. 

4 

6 

Hong  Kong        

Bubonic  Plague. 

7 

Mineral  Resource!). 

8 

Western  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica           

Agriculture. 

10 

Virgiii  Islands 

Condition  during  1897. 

11 

12 

AnguilU 

Co^  Islands     

13 

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas 

Fibre  Industry. 

15 

Canada    

Lf«al  Status  of  British  North 
American  Indians. 

IS 

Medical  Beports. 
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No.  330. 
STRAITS   SETTLEMEXTS. 


Btbaits 
Sbttii- 

HKRTS, 

1900, 


(For  B«port  for  1A99.  nee  No.  !I04.) 


AcTmo  OovEBNOK  Sir  F.  A.  Swettenilui  to  Mb.  Chaubeklact. 

OoTernment  Hou§e, 
Singapore, 

9tli  JiUy,  1901. 


I  have  the  honour  to  forward  copies  of  the  Ileport  on  the 
Straits  Settlements  for  the  year  1900. 


F.  A..  SWETIENOAU, 

Acting  QoTeraor. 


V7l»*— 75— 8/1901     Wt2SlS3    D  A  S— 3 
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STEAira     REPORT  ON  THE  STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS  FOR  THE 
TEAR  1900. 


The  Revenue   for  1900   amounted   to  f5,386,927,  the   three 
Settlements  contributing  as  follows :  — 


Malacca 


3,244,431 
1,736,130 


There  was  an  increase  of  |186,901  aa  compared  with  the 
Revenue  for  1899  an<l  of  $rtl5,()45  as  compared  with  that  for 
1898. 

The  principal  increases  were  under  Stamps  |90,418,  Special 
Receipts  ?58,«01,  Port  and  Harbour  Dues,  |15,939,  Fines,  For- 
feitures and  Fees  of  Court  ?15,(i(iU,  Fees  of  Office  f  14,677,  Post- 
age 112,508,  Reimbursements  |!12,298,  Uistrict  Collections 
fll,603. 

Under  Special  Receipts  is  included  the  refund  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  share  of  contribution  towards  the  Permanent  Jubilee 
Memorial.  There  was  an  advance  of  |7,270  under  "  Miscel- 
laneous Receipts." 

There  were  decreases  under  the  heads  of  "Interest"  and 
"  Land  Sales,"  amounting  to  128,0^1  and  f33,607  respectively. 
The  former  may  be  attributed  to  the  interest  on  the  Loans  to 
Native  States  having  been  paid  up  in  1899.  There  was  a  smaller 
value  of  land  sold  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  Expenditure  fur  the  vear  was  $G,0!J7,084,  as  compared 
with  |5,OG0,52:(  in  1899  and  f 4,o8r,.1C6  in  1898. 

As  compared  with  1899  the  Expenditure  shews  an  increase 
of  $976,561,  the  principal  item  being  under  AVorks  and  Build- 
ing, Special  Services  1925,54^1.  This  increase  is  due  to  two  large 
works,  viz. : — The  Singapore-Kranji  Railway  and  Fenang  Pier, 
which  were  well  in  hand  during  the  year.  There  were  also 
some  minor  increases,  f  29,976  under  Expenditure  under  "  The 
Volunteer  Ordinance,"  due  to  the  forming  of  the  Yolunteer 
Rifle  Corpe  at  Singapore  and  Penaog;   $24,188  under  Interest, 
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&num 
Bkttlk- 

1IBNT8, 

1900. 


The  average  Bank  ^ote  Ciiculation  of  the  Colony  for  the 
year  vas  |6,713,133,  as  compared  with  |8,082^09  in  1899. 
The  falliag  off  is  due  principally  to  the  reduction  by  the  Hong- 
kong and  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation  of  the  amount  of  its 
local  issue. 

The  amount  of  Government  Currency  Notes  in  circulation 
on  the  tenth  of  ea<^h  month  (when  statistics  are  published) 
■was;  — 


Month. 

Amoant. 

J*!"^         

t 
4,165,000 

February      

4,875,000 

March           

5,026,000 

Apnl 

5,800,000 

M*y 

5,300,000 

June 

5,800,000 

:  J"iy 

5,300,000 

August 

5,500,000 

5,660,000 

October        

5,885,000 

NoTomber     

5,726,000 

Dooember     

6,928,000 

MURICIPAL  BeVENOE    AND  ExPBNDmntE. 
The    Revenue  of    the    three    Municipalities    amounted    to 
$1,084,149,  and  their  Expenditure,  including  a  sum  of  (138,260 
expended  on  Loan  Works  in  Singapore,  to  f  1,737,962. 


TRADE. 

The  year  1900  was  one  of  high  prices  in  both  manufactured 
{(oods  and  raw  materials,  but  in  tiie  closing  months  the  fall 
at  home  in  the  price  of  cotton  and  iron  tended  to  a  reduction 
in  tiie  former  class. 
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The  China  War  had  a  disturbing  influence  on  Trade,  and  other 
causes,  such  as  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  diseast^s  and  conse- 
quent traffic  restrictions,  also  contributed  to  cui-tail  business. 

Trade  with  countries  having  a  gold  standard  increased  by 
17%,  and  with  silver  countries  by  6^%,  but  included  in  the 
former  class  are  places  under  Hutch  rule.  Where  silver  dollars 
are  for  all  purposes  the  only  medium  of  exchange. 

Freights  are  still  controlled  by  the  Shipping  Conference,  and 
during  the  year  fiequent  alterations  of  rates  have  taken  place. 
New  York  tin  importers  pay  15/-  a  ton,  compared  with  27/0  paid 
by  the  Liverpool  consignee, — a  distinct  advantage  to  the 
American  Tin-plate  maker  over  his  Welsh  rivals.  Sleanwhile 
it  is  reported  Uiat  Macassar  and  -lava  are  receiving  cargo  for- 
merly sent  to  Singapore. 

The  growing  influence  of  Germany  as  an  oversea  carrying 
power  in  these  waters  is  more  marked  than  ever,  and  this 
I'esult  is  largely  due  to  the  tactics  of  the  Shipping  Conference, 
who,  not  content  with  ousting  British  tramp  steamers  from  these 
seas,  now  notify  that  "  Shippers  are  warned  that  shipments  by 
"sailer  may  be  prohibited  (except  to  Marseilles)  to  all  Con- 
"fei'cnce  supporters." 

In  connection  with  this  prohibition  claim  it  may  be  noted  that 
1-1  sailing  vessels  cleared  from  Singapore  with  cargoes  in  1900, 
of  which  2  only  were  for  Marseilles. 

The  aggregate  Trade  for  the  last  five  years — Inter-Settlement 
Trade  excluded — shews  as  follows :  — 


Stkaits 
.Bettlk- 

KBIfTB, 

1900. 


(,000  omitted.) 

— 

18%. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Il»rch8iidis«    ... 
Treatare 

t 

32fi.065 
46,999 

348.8r>2 
62,515 

1 

398,052 
62,367 

t 

462,136 

60,854 

t 

519,4851 
57,225 

Total    ... 

BirtfiCi 

411,367 

460,419 

522,990 

576,708 

The  increase  in  Merchandise  is  thus  about  I2^%  in  value. 


IU1>0KTS. 

The  value  of  Imports  of  Merchandise  increased  by  over 
33}  million  dollars,  or  over  13}%,  the  total  amounting  to  nearly 
279,"^  million  dollars,  or  £281  million  sterling, 

9/19  A  4 


HSKTB, 


8  COLONIAL   REFOBTS — ANNOAL. 

Straits  Under  FoodstuiEs, — Opium,  Rice,  and  Su^ar  sheir  enormoua 

Sbtti/E-  incre&sea,  with  smaller  advances  in  Coffee  and  Pepper,  followed 
''*'™'       by  Tobacco,  MedicineB,  Lard,  and  Fieh. 

Almost  without  exception  the  items  forming  this  class  yield 
substantial  in(:reases. 

Of  Baw  Materials  treated  as  Imports,  Coal  and  Petroleum 
increased  in  value  l^  2  million  dollars  each,  followed  1^  Timber 
vith  over  |  of  a  million  increase. 

In  the  Textile  Glass,  Cotton  Piece  Qoods  imported  increased 
by  1^  million  dollars.  Sarongs  by  nearly  as  much,  Ounniea 
by  over  IJ  million,  and  Silk  Piece  Ghrads  by  over  J  a  million. 
Yarns  and  Sewing  Thread  both  shew  a  decrease,  especially  the 
former. 

Imports  of  Manufactured  Metals  yielded  an  increase  of 
1^  million  dollars  over  the  whole  class,  of  which  Machinery 
accounted  for  nearly  ^  a  million  dollars.  Hardware  and  Iron- 
ware for  over  ^  of  a  million,  and  Nails  for  ^  of  a  million, 
followed  by  Iron  Bar  and  Steel  with  an  increase  of  about 
$150,000  each,  and  Tools,  Tramway  Materials,  and  Brassware 
with  smaller  increases.  The  decreases  are  most  marked  in 
Telegraph  Materials,  Cycles  and  Accessories,  Zinc  Sheathing,  and 
TpHow  Metal. 

Miscellaneous  Manufactured  Goods  imported  increased  by 
about  IJ  million  dollars,  of  which  Olassware  and  Matches  each 
contributed  over  J  of  a  million,  and  Cement  about  a  fourth  of 
the  same  amount.  Other  principal  increases  are  seen  in  Candles, 
AVrtodenware,  Chinese  Shoes,  Japanware,  Cabinetware,  Lamps, 
•loss  Sticks,  Beads,  Itamboo,  and  Rattanware., 

Declines  are  noticeable  in  Fancy  Goods  and  Toys,  Fire- 
works, Dynamite,  Tanned  Hides,  Earthenware,  and  Oil  Cakes, 
but  the  amount  of  reductions  are  nearly  all  between  $70,000 
ami  $100,000  only. 


The  value  of  Exports  of  Merchandise  from  the  Colony  in- 
creased by  2-1|  million  dollars,  or  11%,  the  total  export  trade 
in  1900  being  nearly  240  million  dollars  or  £24^  million 
sterling. 

Increases  in  Imports  of  Foodstuffs  and  Manufactured  Goods 
are  shewn  more  or  less  on  the  Export  side. 

Pepper,  Coffee,  and  Sugar  exported  increased  by  over  a  million 
dollars  each  in  value. 

Kutmegs  and  Padi  shewed  decreases. 

Raw  Materials  generally,  not  used  as  Foodstuffs,  rose  by 
nearly  fij  million  dollars,  of  which  Guttas  accounted  for  over 
4  million.  Rattans  for  2^  million.  Petroleum  for  1|  million, 
and  Gambler  for  about   1^  million,  followed  by  Haw  Hides, 
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Stkahi 
Settli- 

NSMTS, 
1900 


The  eaormouB  expansion  in  the  Sumatra  petroleum  industry 
is  worthy  of  note.  Ko  less  than  a  quantity  equat  to  over  1^ 
million  cases  of  65  lbs.  each  weib  imported,  representing  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  supply,  Dutch  Borneo,  for  the  first  time, 
figures  in  the  retui-ns  as  a  supplier  of  this  oil,  having  sent 
l-{2,000  cases.  American  and  Russian  Oils  both  declined,  and 
Burma  sent  only  62,000  cases — less  than  half  the  previous  yeai'a 
supply. 

The  year  was  marked  by  unusually  violent  fluctuations  in  the 
Cotton  trade,  but  the  tendency  was  towaids  a  higher  level  of 
prices,  although  these  invariably  lagged  behind  Manchester 
quotations,  and,  in  the  absence  of  margins,  the  process  of  buying 
iu  and  replacement  of  stocks  was  considerably  curtailed.  Those 
who  were  fortunate  in  having  stocks  on  hand  had  a  successful 
year. 

Nearly  o^  million  pieces  of  Cotton  Piece  Goods  and  ^^  of 
a  million  corge8(one  coi-ge  =  2l)  pieces)  of  Sarongs  wei-e  imported, 
an  increase  of  about  90,000  pieces  and  the  same  number  of 
corges  respectively.  Of  the  total  import  of  Piece  Goods  over 
■i  million  pieces  were  declared  as  plain,  1*  million  as  dyed,  and 
over  i  of  a  million  as  printed. 

The  T'nited  Kingdom  supplied  73%  of  the  total  imports  of 
Piece  Goods  in  quantity,  and  74%  in  value,  shewing  a  decline 
of  2^%  in  quanti^  and  6%  in  value  compared  with  1899. 

An  increase  from  India  of  \  of  a  million  pieces  was  observ- 
able. 

The  increase  of  30%  in  the  quantity  of  Sarongs  imported  was 
accompanied  by  an  increase  of  42%  in  value.  The  United  King- 
dom, although  barely  keeping  her  relative  position  when  com- 
pared with  the  Continent,  shews  she  has  got  a  firm  hold  of  a 
business  so  long  monopolised  by  her  rivals. 

The  trade  in  Dyed  Yarns  displays  a  decline  of  38%  in  imports, 
the  figures  for  Grey  and  Bleached  Tarn  remaining  practically 
the  same  as  in  1899. 

The  United  King<lom  sent  3,360  bales  less  of  Dyed,  and  over 
1,000  bales  less  of  Grey  Yarn. 

Silk  Piece  Goods  importeil  record  an  advance  of  70,000  pieces, 
chiefly  from  Hongkong  and  France. 

Umbrellas  again  ^hew  a  large  increase  from  France,  amount- 
ing to  1136,000  on  a  total  tratle  of  |300,000  in  1899. 

Manufactured  Metals  fell  considerably  in  price  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year,  leaving  holders  with  large  stocks  of  high  priced 
goods,  much  of  which  had  to  he  disposed  of  at  an  actual 
loss.  This  is  especially  seen  in  Wire  Nails,  Steel,  and  Cor- 
rugated Iron. 

Of  those  metals  whose  quantities  as  well  as  values  are  de- 
clared. Tin  Plates,  Zinc  Sheathing,  and  Yellow  Metal  alone 
shew  declines. 
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The  Continent  of  Europe  has  largely  inoreased  its  hold  in 
metalB,  having  risen  by  41%,  while  the  Cuited  Eingdom,  after 
the  exclusion  of  Telegraph  Materials,  is  found  to  have  risen 
by  22%. 

The  United  States  of  America  has  entered  the  market  in 
competition  with  tlie  Continent  in  supplyii^  Wire  ^ails,  and 
is  steadily  securing  a  bold  in  Machinery,  Tools,  and  Hardware. 

Hongkong  is  taking  a  front  place  in  the  Cement  trade,  and 
it  is  satisfactory  to  see  attempts  on  the  part  of  British  merchants 
to  regain  their  position  from  Continental  importers. 

In  supplying  Faints  the  United  Kingdom  well  retained  the 
premier  position,  but  Germany  takes  first  place  in  the  export 
to  the  Colony  of  aniline  Dyes. 

In  providing  this  market  with  Paper,  Beads,  Crockeryware, 
Clocks  and  Watches,  Glassware  and  Lamps,  the  United  King- 
dom has  to  entirely  give  way  to  Continental  manufacturers, 
but  as  regards  Perfumery,  Soap,  Cycles,  and  Shoes,  she  takes 
front  rank. 

The  average  price  of  Coffee  was  12.40  per  pikul  higher  than 
in  1899,  but  quotations  weakened  towards  the  close  of  the  year, 
and  the  prospects  of  this  industry  are  not  promising. 

The  quantity  exported  increased  by  57%,  reaching  over  7,300 
tons. 

Tapioca  exports  fell  in  quantity  by  over  16%,  the  total  ex- 
port figures  amounting  to  a  little  over  43,000  tons.  The  declines 
were  in  the  Flake  and  Flour  varieties.  Pearl  Tapioca  having 
an   increased  export. 

Sagos  exported  declined  by  475  tons  on  a  total  of  about 
4-t,000  tons. 

The  quantities  of  Spices  sent  out  were,  on  the  whole,  well  up 
to  last  year's  figures. 

Peppers  increased  by  13%,  Areca-nuts  by  74%,  but  Nutmegs, 
Mace,  and  Cloves  fell  slightly. 

Tin  exports  recorded  48,000  tons,  an  increase  of  about  3,000, 
or  6%,  although  the  anticipation  was  general  that  a  consider- 
able advance  would  take  place.  The  local  average  price  de- 
clared was  $74.90  per  pikul,  an  increase  of  nearly  $2  on  the 
1899  average  price.  To  the  United  Kingdom  nearly  26,000  tons 
wei-e  sent,  an  increase  of  over  8,000  tons,  and  to  the  United 
States  of  America  nearly  14,000  tons,  a  decrease  of  5,500  tons. 

Gambler  exports  fell  by  3,500  tone  on  a  total  trade  of  over 
50,000  tons  in  1899.  A  gradual  yearly  decline  is  observable  in 
the  output  since  1897. 

Copra  exports  record  the  phenomenal  decrease  of  over  20,700 
ions  on  a  total  trade  of  nearly  61,000  tons.  The  Celebes  alone 
account  for  more  than  a  third  of  this  decrease,  and  Dutch  Borneo 
for  about  another  third,  but  all  sources  of  supply  shew  more 
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8TEA1TB  or  less  marked  decreases.  To  France  alone  the  exports  declined 
!^^  ty  nearly  2T,000  tons.  Prices  altered  little  from  those  of  the 
^      previous  year. 


1900. 


Gutta  of  good  quality  increased  its  export  fij^ures  by  over 
1,000  tons,  but  inferior  kinds  fell  off  by  about  the  same 
amount.  This  low  priced  produce,  chiefly  Ghitta  Jelotong,  is 
sent  principally  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  T'nited  States. 

Borneo  and  India  Rubber  exports  decreased  by  over  500 
tons. 

Gum  Copal,  Gum  Benjamin,  and  Sticklac  each  shew  increases. 

The  Battan  output  increased  by  nearly  7,000  tons,  the  whole 
trade  amounting  to  37,000  tons. 

Exports  of  Manufactured  Goods  reflect  more  or  less  the  im- 
ports. 

Trade   wrrn  Principal   Couxthies. 

The  L'nited  Kingdom  imports  increased  by  close  on  5%,  of 
by  £135,000.  This  increase  is  chiefly  apparent  in  greater  values 
of  Cotton  Piece  Goods  and  Sarongs,  Machinery,  Hardware,  and 
Ironware,  with  other  Metals  generally.  Coal,  Cement,  and 
Paper. 

The  decreases  were  few  and  unimportant,  the  lai^est  being 
Telegraph  Materials,  which  declined  by  £20,000. 

Exports  increased  by  nearly  30%,  or  by  £1,300,000.  In  Tin 
alone  an  increase  of  over  a  million  pounds  is  seen,  and  in  Gutta 
of  £375,000,  followed  by  Hides  and  Gambler  with  increases 
of  over  £20,OOU  each,  and  by  Battans  and  Bice  with  smaller 
advances.  A  falling  off  in  Pepper  by  £40,000  is  followed  by 
smaller  declines  in  Rubbers,  Nutmegs,  Preserved  Fruits,  and 
Isinglass. 

From  the  Continent  of  Europe  imports  increased  by  23%,  or 
£320,000,  of  which  Germany  contributed  £170,000,  Holland 
£53,000,  France  £30,000,  Belgium  £22,000,  and  Austria 
£20,000.  From  Germany,  Apparel,  Hosiery,  and  Smallwares, 
Ac,  account  for  over  a  third  of  the  increase,  but  advances  are 
also  seen  in  the  values  of  Hardware,  Nails,  Glassware,  and  Malt 
Liquors  received.  The  only  article  of  note  having  a  decline 
was  Dynamite. 

Dutch  supplies  shew  enhanced  values  in  Cotton  Piece  Goods 
and  Sarongs,  Hardware,  Railway  and  Tramway  Materials.  Gin 
alone  exhibits  a  decline. 

From  France,  Umbrellas,  Brandy,  and  Silk  Piece  Goods  give 
important  advances. 

Imports  from  Belgium  were  well  distributed;  but  Earthen- 
waic  shewed  a  decline. 
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^ugar  from  Austria  accownted  for  three-fourths  of  the  increase  Btkai-i* 
in  this  country's  suppHes,  the  Indian  protective  tariff  against  Settls- 
bounty-fed  beet  causing  exporters  to  look  round  for  other  open-  '^^^1°* 
ings,  but  our  olose  proximity  to  cMie-producing  countries  offers  ' 

little  scope  for  enterprise  here. 

Matches  fiom  Denmark,  Apparel  from  Spain,  and  Apparel 
and  Sarongs  from  Italy  shew  increased  values,  but  Dyed  Tarns 
and  Cottons  from  Italy  deci'eas^il,  as  well  as  Petmleum  from 
KuBsia. 

Exports  to  the  Continent  of  Europe  decreased  by  9%,  or  over 
£250,000. 

To  France  alone  the  falling  off  was  nearly  £400,000,  followed 
by  Holland  with  a  decrease  of  £80,000,  and  Austria  and  Den- 
mark with  small  declines. 

Russia  took  a  value  of  nearly  £96,000  more,  Italy  of  £50,000 
more,  and  Spain,  Belgium,  and  Germany  eadh  of  about  £30,000 
more. 

To  France,  Copra  fell  off  by  £300,000  value.  Tin  by  £125,000, 
and  Borneo  Rubber  by  nearly  £20,000,  followed  by  Gambier 
with  a  smaller  decline. 

Gutta  to  France  increased  by  £36,000,  White  Pepper  and 
Coffee  by  about  £25,000  each,  and  Rattans  by  £9,000. 

To  Holland,  Tin  alone  decreased  by  £00,000,  and  to  Austria 
exports  of  Tin  also  fell,  but  Coffee  and  White  Pepper  slightly 
increased  in  value. 

Rattans  to  Germany  increased  by  £50,000,  followed  by 
Pepper  and  Copra,  but  there  was  an  enormous  decline  in  Gutta, 
followed  by  falls  in  Giunbier  and  Tin. 

Tin  and  Gambier  increased  to  Belgium,  and  Copra  declined. 
Tin   to   Italy  increased   by  £40,000,  and    Copra    by  about 
£10,000. 

Enhanced  values  of  Black  Pepper,  Copra,  and  Tin  accounted 
for  the  increase  to  Russia. 


To  Spain,  Copra  and  Black  Pepper  explain  the  cause  of  in- 
crease. 

The  practice  of  granting  optional  bills  of  lading,  "  London, 
Antwerp,  Amsterdam,  Swansea,  New  York,"  is  extremely  com- 
mon, and  in  such  cases  the  first  port  named  is  taken  as  the 
destination. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  increased  by  32%,  or 
£43,000. 

Coal  from  America  figures  in  the  trade  returns  for  the  first 
time,  and,  combined  with  advances  in  the  values  of  Lard, 
Lubricating  Oil,  and  Metals  generally,  more  than  accounts  for 
the  increase.     Petrolenm  imports  fell  off. 

Exports  decreased  by  10%,  or  £295,000. 
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The  decline  in  Tin  sent  alone  w&b  £580,000,  but  Battans 
increased  by  JE120,000,  Coffee  by  ovei-  £60,000,  Gambier  by 
nearly  £40,000,  Black  Pepper  by  £30,000,  and  Tapioca  Pearl, 
and  Preserved  Fruits  each  by  £20,000. 

From  N^etherlands  India,  imports  increased  by  over  16%,  or 
by  £730,000. 

Petroleum,  Qnttas,  Sugar,  Rattans,  Pepper,  Coffee,  Tobacco, 
Tin  Ore,  Oils,  Oambier,  and  produce  generally  yielded  advances, 
but  a  heavy  decline  is  seen  in  Copra  received. 

Exports  increased  by  nearly  16%,  or  £604,000. 

To  Java  alone  an  increase  of  £345,000  is  noted,  chiefly  seen 
in  Rice,  Pish,  and  Gambier,  and  to  a  less  extent  in  Petroleum, 
Matches,  Sarongs,  Oil  Cakes;  Yarn,  Ac. 

To  Sumatra,  Cotton  Piece  Goods  and  Sarongs,  with  Rice, 
shew  the  most  important  increases.  Opium  alone  had  a  decline. 
To  Dutch  Borneo,  Cotton  Piece  Goods  shewed  an  increase  of 
£30,000,  followed  by  Coco-nut  Oil,  Tramway  Materials,  Pro- 
visions, Biscuits,  Petroleum,  i,c.,  with  small  increases. 

To  this  country  the  value  sent  of  Rice,  Sarongs,  and  Hard- 
ware declined. 

To  other  parts  of  the  Dutch  Indies,  Opium,  Cotton  Piece 
Goods,  Provisions,  Rice,  and  Gambier,  &c.,  shew  advances. 

British  India  and  Burma  sent  to  the  Colony  goods  of  an 
increased  value  of  21%,  or  £760,000.  "From  Bombay,  Gr«y  Tarn 
and  Piece  Goods  shew  the  increased  imports. 

Opium  alone  from  Calcutta  increased  by  over  £300,000,  and 
Gunnies  by  over  £126,000. 

Sarongs  and  Cottons  from  Madras  increased  by  £145,000, 
and  from  Burma,  Rice  alone  accounted  for  £140,000,  followed 
by  Tin  and  Bran  with  enhanced  values,  but  declines  are  ap- 
parent in  Raw  Cotton,  Petroleum,  India  Rubber,  and  Precious 
Stones  received. 

Exports  increased  by  about  15%,  or  about  £170,000. 

To  Bombay,  Tin  and  Coffee  rose,  but  the  value  of  Rice  and 
Areca-nuts  sent  decreased. 

To  Calcutta,  Sugar,  Gambier,  Tin  and  Areca-nuts  mark  the 
chief  advances. 

To  Burma,  Sarongs,  Teel  Seeds,  Raw  Silk,  Matches,  Preserves, 
Provisions,  Piece  Goods,  and  Sugar  shew  increases,  but  a  heavy 
decline  in  Salt  Fish  sent  is  recorded. 

Imports  from  the  East  Malay  Peninsula  increased  by  £27,000, 
seen  in  greater  values  of  Tin,  Gutta,  Cattle,  Fish,  and  Padi 
received,  but  Tin  Ore  fell  off  in  quantity. 

The  Imports  from  the  "Western  States  increaBed  by  £075,000, 
or  13%,  of  which  Tin  Ore  alone  yielded  an  enhanced  value  of 
£450,000,  Tin  £75,000,  Black  Pepper  £70,000,  Gambier  £50,000, 
and  Coffee  £40,000. 
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"White  Pepper,  Areca-nuts,  and  Rattane  were  the  only  declines     tiTKAiTi 
woi-th  notiae.  Sotti-k- 

■■  MENTg, 

Lxports  to  the  East  Malay  Peninsula  decreased  by  £2,000,  jgQo, 
chiefly  seen  in  Piece  Goods,  Opium,  and  Tarn  Bent,  Hice  alone  — 
shewing  an  increase. 

To  the  West  Malay  Peninsula  exports  increased  by  over 
£^90,000,  or  19i%. 

Rice  sent  out  increased  by  £120,000,  Opium  by  over  £75,000, 
Provisions  by  £35,000,  followed  by  Lard,  Machinery,  and 
Tobacco,  with  about  £15,000  each. 

The  only  decline  of  note  was  in  the  value  of  Kachaug  Oil 
sent. 

Trade  with  Siam  and  the  Siamese  States  increased  in  imports 
by  abont  £28,000,  and  exports  by  above  £88,000. 

Imports  of  Hice  rose  by  nearly  £70.000,  Cattle  by  £15,000, 
and  Black  Pepper  by  about  £10,000.  but  Tin  alone  fell  off  by 
over  £50,000  value  and  Fish  by  nearly  £30,000. 

Benares  Opium  sent  iuei-eased  by  £5f),000,  and  Petroleum, 
Aieca-nuta.  Sugar,  and  Sarongs  by  £15,000  each,  but  Cotton 
Piece  Goods  declined  by  nearly  £25,000,  Tara  by  £10,000, 
Gunnies  and  ComiRatMl  Iron  by  £(i,000  earih. 

Imports  from  Fi'ench  Indo-China  increased  by  19i%,  or 
£115,000,  chiefly  seen  in  enhanced  value  of  Bice,  Fish,  Swine, 
and  Raw  Silk  received,  but  Hides  fell  off  in  value. 

Kxports  rose  by  £(i(i,000,  of  which  the  value  of  Gunnies  sent 
accounted  for  £57,000. 

The  Hongkong  and  China  Trade  increased  in  imports  by  11%, 
and  decreased  in  exports  by  2%.  Greater  values  of  Medicines, 
Silk  Piece  Goods,  Bean^  and  Peas,  and  Opium,  followed  by 
Precious  Stones,  Fish,  Cotton  Piece  Goods,  Provisions,  and  Raw 
Silk  account  for  the  increased  imports.  Apparel,  however, 
shewed  a  decline. 

Rice,  Timber,  Precious  Stones,  Sugar  Candy,  Areca-nuts, 
Raw  Cotton,  Padi,  and  many  other  articles  sent  shew  declines. 

Tin,  Opium,  Sugar,  Rattans,  Beche-de-mer,  and  Planks  record 
inci'eases. 

Japan  Coal  had  an  advance  of  £200.000  in  value  received 
out  of  a  total  increase  in  imports  of  £207,000,  and  of  the  in- 
crease of  £100,000  in  expoi-ts  Petroleum  alone  accounted  for 
£72.000.  followed  by  Tin  and  Cardiff  Coal. 

From  Australia  a  small  decline  is  seen  in  imports,  for  which 
Coal  and  Sandalwood  are  I'esponsible.  Tin  Ore  and  Wheat 
Flour  received  increased  in  value. 


Exports  to  Australia  increased  by  £15,000,  chiefiy  seen  in 
greater  values  of  Rice,  Tapioca,  Pepper,  and  Preserved  Fruits 
sent. 
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RinA  m  GIbnbrai.  Obsehtations  oy  Tkade. 

Bettle-  The  tonnage  of  German  shipping  in  theae  waters  has  enor- 
""!"'  mouely  increased  of  late,  and  the  Germans  have  principally 
benefited  from  the  action  of  the  Shipping  Conference,  which, 
by  arbitrarily  raising  freights,  has  tended  to  drive  trade  to 
other  neighbouring  _ports.  Produce,  for  instance,  is  now  shipped 
direct  from  Macassar  which  formerly  found  its  way  to  Singapore. 
Of  latfi  years  trade  with  the  Philippines  haa  declined,  copra, 
coffee,  and  other  produce  being  now  shipped  direct  to  Europe 
or  America.  There  is  still  a  considerable  import  of  hides.  It 
is  impossible  to  say  at  present  what  effect  the  transfer  of  these 
islands  from  Spanish  to  American  rule  will  have  on  the  trade  of 
this  Colony. 

From  a  Bangkok  paper  it  appears  that  whereas  formerly 
80%  of  the  shipping  that  entered  that  port  was  British,  now 
Germany  has  the  lead.  Of  the  440  steamers  that  entered  the 
port  in  1900,  44%  were  under  the  German  flag,  and  38%  under 
the  British,  Of  the  total  value  of  cargoes  from  foreign  countries, 
58%  came  by  German  vessels  and  M%  by  British.  Of  the  out- 
ward cargoes  to  foreign  countries,  54%  went  in  German,  and  34% 
in  British  bottoms. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that,  in  view  of  the  increasing 
competition  for  the  carrying  trade  in  these  waters,  the  GoTem- 
ment  should  endeavour  to  increase  the  facilities  of  its  ports 
and  take  every  means  in  its  power  to  foster  trade.  The  Tan- 
jong  Pagar  Dock  Company  has,  by  a  large  expenditure  of  capital, 
provided  wharves  and  docks  which  have,  until  recent  years, 
proved  sufBcient  for  the  requirements  of  the  Port ;  but  it  has 
become  a  matter  for  serious  consideration  whether  the  time  has 
not  come  for  the  formation  of  a  Harbour  Trust. 

The  Tanjong  Pagar  Dock  Company  haa  secured  a  virtual 
monopoly  of  the  "Wharves  and  Docks  at  Singapore,  and  there 
is  a  danger  lest  the  imposition  of  increased  tariif  charges  for  the 
immediate  benefit  of  shareholders  may  tend  to  direct  shipping 
to  foreign  Ports. 

When  the  Steamer  Pier  at  Penang  is  completed  it  is  intended 
that  a  Harbour  Board  shall  be  vested  with  the  management  of 
the  wharves  and  goods  landing  sheds. 

Of  late  years  considerable  attention  has  been  paid  in  England 
to  the  important  question  of  supplying  information  for  British 
Merchants  at  home  as  to  the  state  of  the  Markets  and  the 
openings  for  commercial  enterprise  in  the  Colonies  and  else- 
where. 

The  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
which  was  opened  in  1899,  should  be  of  great  assistance  in 
this  matter. 

The  aims  of  this  DfEce  have  recently  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  this  Colony,  and 
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it  18  to  be  Loped  that  these  bodies  will  co-operate  in  carrying     Stbaitb 
out  these  objects  in  the  interests  of  British  Trade.  Skttle- 

It  must  be  borne   in  mind,  however,  that  these  Chambei-s       190ft 

are  in  no  sense  British  Chambers — foreign  firms  being  largely        

represented — and  also  that  the  Straits  Merchants  are  for  the 
most  part  middlemen  acting  as  Agents  for  Foreign  as  well  as 
British  Houses. 

It  can  hardly  be  expected  ttiat  foreigners  will  be  disposed 
to  assist  in  ousting  their  own  manulat^tures  from  the  Market. 

It  therefore  is  incumbent  on  the  Government  to  use  every 
means  in  its  power  to  collect  and  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Ti-ade  the 
fullest  and  latest  information  as  to  the  conditions  of  the  local 
ilarketa,  the  openings  for  new  ventures,  anil  the  different  classes 
of  goods  for  which  there  is  a  demand. 

With  this  object  it  is  contemplated  to  charge  a  Government 
Officer,  who  is  in  a  position  to  obtain  trustworthy  information 
in  commercial  matters,  with  the  duty  of  receiving  and  answering 
enquiries  addressed  to  him  officially  by  the  Commercial  In- 
telligence Branch,  or  unnjficially  by  Merchants  and  others  who 
may  seek  advice  direct. 


MINES,  MASrFACTTTRES,  AND  FISHERIES. 

There  are  practically  no  mines  worked  in  the  Colony,  though 
deposits  of  tin  exist  in  the  Dindings  teiritoiy  and  in  Malacca. 
The  rich  deposits  of  the  lapidly  developing  Federated  Malay 
States  attract  all  the  most  experienced  miners. 

The  Colony  has  few  manufactures,  the  prosperity  of  Singapore 
and  Fenang  being  due  to  their  positions  as  collecting  and  dis- 
tributing centres  for  the  produce  of  the  surrounding  countries, 
Singapore,  however,  has  at  Pulau  Brant  the  largest  tin  smelting 
works  in  the  world. 

Tin  smelting  works  are  also  being  erected  at  Buttenvorth,  in 
Province  Wellesley. 

Large  establishments  for  the  finning  nf  pineapples  e.\ist  in 
Singapore,  where  this  industry  first  originated,  and  which  ia 
still  the  chief  source  of  supply  to  the  European.and  Australian 
markets. 

A  lai^e  Chinese  Biscuit  factoiy  has  been  8tarte<l,  which  turned 
out  during  the  year  10,800  pikuls  of  Biscuits,  and  a  total  of 
344,000  tins.     An  average  of  70  workmen  are  employed. 
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The  fiehenes  of  the  Colony  are  very  rich  and  give  occupatioa 
to  a  large  number  of  people.  Uost  of  the  fish  caught  near 
Singapore  and  Penang  ia  consumed  freHb.  That  caught  at  the 
Dindinga  ia  Balt4>d  for  conaumplioa  in  Fenang  and  Perak.  Iil 
both  Penang  and  Malacca  large  quantities  of  a  species  of  shrimp 
are  manufactured  into  "  belachan,"  a  favourite  native  condiment 
for  eating  with  curry. 


AGEIflLTrKAL  INDrsTHIKS    AM)    liOTAXICAL 
STATIONS. 

Coco-nuts  are  very  widely  giowa  throughout  the  Colony,  the 
largest  plantations  existing  in  Penang  and  Province  Wellesley. 

Singapore  is  not  an  agricultural  Settlement,  but  Coco-nuta 
are  grown  round  the  Coast,  and  Pineapples  for  the  tinning 
manufactoiies  cover  most  of  the  hills  within  easy  reach  of  the 
town.  Indigo  is  grown  for  local  use  in  dyeing  the  cloth  used 
by  the  Chinese. 

In  Penang  and  Province  Wellesley,  after  Coco-nuts  and  Padi 
the  chief  products  are  Sugar,  f  lom  European  and  Chinese  Estates, 
the  former  being  the  largest  and  most  important,  with  the  most 
uimlern  machinery,  Tapioca  from  one  large  European  owned 
estate,  and  Spices  cultivated  by  Chinese  on  the  hills. 

Large  fruit  plantations  also  exist  which  supply  the  towns  in 
the  Settlement  and  Perak. 

Rubber  cultivation  is  steadily  increasing. 

In  pursuance  of  the  recently  instituted  policy  of  encouraging 
Agriculture  among  the  native  population  of  the  Colony  by  the 
holding,  with  the  assistance  of  Government,  of  an  Agricultural 
Show  in  some  one  of  the  Settlements  annually,  a  Show  similar 
to  that  held  in  Province  Wellesley  in  1899,  was  opened  at  Alor 
Gajah,  in  Malacca,  in  July.  It  was  well  attended  and  was 
etjually  successful. 

In  Malacca  are  large  and  profitable  Tapioca  estates,  owned 
exclusively  by  Chinese,  'llie  method  of  cultivation  is  wasteful, 
forest  lend  is  cleared  and  planteil  with  three  or  four  crops 
(the  plant  takes  from  IH  to  34  mtrnths  to  matui-e)  anil  then 
abandoned.  Much  land,  however,  is  fit  for  cultivation  again 
after  lying  fallow  from  15  to  20  yeai-s,  ami  it  has  as  jet  been 
found  impossible  to  cultivate  Tapioca  profitably  in  this  Settle- 
ment in  any  other  manner. 

Coco-nuta  are  largely  grown  along  the  littoral,  and  the  Malay 
population  plant  j^i  sufficient  for  their  own  consumption. 
Some  rice  has  always  to  be  imported  for  the  Chinese  in  the 
town  and  on  the  large  estates. 
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Malacca  is  famed  fov  its  fruit,  aud  is  oue  of  the  chief  sources 
of  fruit  supply  to  Singapore, 

The  low  price  of  Gambier  during  recent  years  has  caused  this 
cultivation  to  be  much  neglected. 

The  tea  estate  at  Duriau  Tunggal  pruducea  Tea  of  good  quality. 
The  area  under  cultivation  has  Weu  extended  and  new  Ma- 
chinery erected. 

Rubber  is  attracting  the  attention  of  Cliinese  estate  owners, 
and  is  being  largely  planted  on  the  Ihikit  Asahan  Estate,  owned 
by  a  Chinese  Syndicate,  and  at  Hurian  Tunggal.  Both  Para 
rubber  (Hevea  Brasiliensis)  and  Int'-.a  rubber  (Fieui  Elastiea) 
thrive  in  the  Settlement,  and  the  cultivation  is  only  limited 
by  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  Hee<l  an<l  cuttings.  The  Govern- 
ment plantations  of  both  these  trees  shouhl  in  a  few  years  be 
capable  of  supplying  all  demands. 

During  the  year  plantations  of  Gutta  Percha  producing  trees 
were  started  in  Singapore  and  Malacca.  The  supply  of  young 
plants  and  seeds  is  limited,  and  it  i.s  difficalt  to  obtain  any 
large  number  at  a  time.  Five  hundred  young  "  Getah  Taban  " 
(DieJutpsis  Gutta)  trees  wei-e,  however,  obtained  from  Peuang 
and  planted  in  Malacca.  Moat  of  these  are  doing  well.  About, 
six  hundred  "Getah"  trees  {Dichopsh  Gutta  and  Diehop*!." 
ttblon If i folia)  of  various  ages  were  also  discovei'ed  growing  in 
different  parts  of  Malacca  and  were  cleared  of  undcr-growth 
and  marked. 

The  Botanical  Gardens  of  Singapore  and  Penang  continue  to 
supply  planters  with  seeds  and  plants. 


Straits 
Sbttle- 

HINTS, 

1900. 


SHIPFJXG, 


The  total  tonnage  of  merchant  vessels  arriving,  and  departtBfr 
was  14,469,405,  aa  compared  with  1;!,1S7,010  in  1899.  The 
Light  dues  amounted  to  |lo8,5T'.i. 

Four  hundred  and  twelve  new  vessels,  aggregating  9,487  tens, 
were  built  in  Singapore  during  the  year. 


LEGISLATIOX. 

Twenty-three  Ordinances  were  passed  by  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Colony  during  the  year  under  review.  Thirteen 
of  these  contain  amendments  of  previous  enactments. 

9719  B  1 
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The  moat  important  of  the  new  I  trilinancfs  was  the  Crimiaa) 
Procedure  Code,  an  eaactmeiit  somewhat  modifieil  from  that  of 
1892,  whit;!!  wns  pass*;!!  Itiil   iu-mm  brouffht  into  force. 

The  new  Code  will  radically  alter  the  practice  of  the  Police 
Courts,  and  also  contains  certain  provisions  aftecting  Juries  and 
the  Conduct  of  Inijnests,  anil  is  also  ilesipned  to  amend  and 
improve  the  initiation  of  criminal  prosecutions  by  the  Police. 
It  will  entail  a  largely  increased  expenditure  by  Goverament, 
whicii  it  is  hoped  may  be  jwatified  by  the  improvements  in 
criminal  procedure  generally. 

Another  Ordinance  pi-ovided  for  the  better  administration  of 
Christmas  Island,  a  new  depemlency  of  Sin^tapore,  lying  soma 
500  miles  south  of  Java.  The  Island  is  leaaed  to  a  Company, 
who  have  established  a  highly  remunerative  industry  by  work- 
ing Ihi-  rich  beds  of  PhosphateH  whirh  it  contains,  and  upMn 
which  the  Government  of  the  Colony  receives  a  royalty.  A 
District  Officer  has  now  (1901)  been  permanently  stationed  on 
the  Tsbud  to  conduct  its  administration. 

Other  important  Ordinances  pasaed  were  Ordinance  VIII.,  of 
1000,  for  making  and  maintaining  a  Railway  between  Singapore 
and  .Johore,  and  Onlinance  IX.,  of  1000,  to  further  amend  the 
Opiiim  Ordinance, 


Kui;c.\Tiox. 

The  principal  schools  of  the  Colony  are  either  entirely  main- 
tained by  Government  or  are  In  receipt  of  a  substantial  Grant- 
in-Aid.  There  are  '60  schools  in  which  the  English  language 
iti  alone  taught,  9  schools  in  which  Tamil  is  taught  as  well  as 
English.  2  schools  in  which  Chinese  only  is  taught,  and  l(i9 
schools  in  which  Malay  is  the  only  medium  of  instruction. 

The  expenditure  on  Government  English  schools  was  $22,181, 
and  on  Aided  schools  (English,  Anglo-Tamil,  and  Chinese) 
*;J4.-J10. 

The  Malay  schools,  all  of  which  are  entirely  supported  by 
Government,  cost  $58.7:19. 

ude  intniduccd  in  the  previous  year 
1  general  satisfaction.  English  edu- 
ed  advance,  both  in  the  number  of 
pupils  taught  and  the  quality  of  the  instruction  given.  The 
Tariety  of  languages  spoken  by  the  pupils  at  most  of  the  English 
Schools  constitutes,  however,  a  veiy  serious  obstacle  to  the  work 
of  the  teachers  at  these  schools. 

Two  valuable  ScholarshiiM,  known  as  the  Queen's  Scholar- 
ships, of  the  value  of  £250  a  year  for  four  years,  are  annually 
awarded  after  competitive  examination    to    enable    the    moat 


The  new  Educational 
baa  worked  well  and  giv 
cation  is  showing  a  t 
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eligible  candiclates  from  tlie  schools  of  the  Colony  to  continue 
their  studies  at  a  British  University.  Higher  education  is  alao 
fostered  by  the  grunt  of  local  Government  Scholarshipti  and  of 
a  bonus  for  passes  in  the  Cambridge  Senior  Locals. 

A  Halay  College  for  the  training  of  teachers  foi'  vernacular 
schools  was  opened  in  Malacca  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  course  is  a  two  year  one,  and  it  is  as  yet  itm  parly  to  esti- 
mate the  likelihood  of  the  college  proving  suecPssful.  Admis- 
sion to  it  has,  however,  been  eagerlv  sought.  Unfortunately, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  outbreak  of  beri-beii  among  the 
students  caused  the  college  to  be  piematurely  closed  for  the 
annual  long  vacation. 

The  Industrial  Scholarships  which  are  given  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  technical  instruction,  chiefly  in  eugineering,  have  not 
yet  secured  the  popularity  among  the  Eurasian  community  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  But,  though  not  so  eagerly  sought 
for  as  they  should  be,  there  appear  to  be  signs  that  they  will 
shortly  attract  more  and  better  competitors. 


8TBAIT3 

Settle- 

MESTB, 
1900. 


GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals. 

Except  the  Chinese  hospital  at  Singapore,  all  the  general 
hospita.ls  in  the  Colony  are  under  Government  management 
The  hospitals  on  the  Sugar  Estates  in  Province  Wellesley,  main- 
tained by  the  planters,  are  frequently  visited  by  Government 
Officers.  In  1900,  the  principal  causes  for  admission  wei-e 
malaria,  beri-beri,  and  venereal  disease. 

The  hospitals,  exclusive  of  the  lunatic  asylum,  received 
throughout  the  year  24,98-t  patients.  The  Government  main- 
tains a  lunatic  asylum  at  Singapore  and  another  on  I'ulau 
Jerejak,  an  island  adjoining  Fenang. 

Cases  of  beri-beri  occurred  in  the  Singapore  asylum  throughout 
the  year,  as  did  also  a  short  outbreak  of  cholera. 


Hefobmatoey. 

A  Beformatory  was  built  during  the  year,  bnt  not  opened  till 
after  its  close.  Technical  instruction  in  carpentrj-,  shoe-making, 
and  other  trades  will  be  given  to  the  boys,  as  well  as  instruction 
in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 
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There  was  a  slight  lucri'ast?  iu  Saviofts  Bank  traDaactioos,  as 
compared  with  the  prccetling  year,  and  the  amount  standing  to 
tlip  credit  of  depositors  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  f434,590, 
an  increase  of  ^^,'M1,  as  compared  with  1899.  The  deposits 
amounted  to  ¥^12,098.  and  withdrawals  to  {320,950. 

The  total  inrestmeuts  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to 
$440,707,  the  particulars  of  which  are  as  follows :  — 

Indian  !S^%  rupee  paper,  $27-'i,391. 

Singapore  Municipal  Debenture  Stock,  $48,000,  bearing  in- 
terest® 5'%,  and  $72,300  @  4"4  =  ?;120,:300. 

Fixed  Deposits  at  Chartored  Bank,  bearing  interest  @  4%, 
$23,600. 

Cape  Stock,  bearing  interest  @  -1%,  $8,516. 

Queensland  Stock,  bearing  interest  @  3%,  $10,000. 

South  Australian  Stock,  bearing  interest  @  3%,  $5,000. 


POLICE. 

The  following  increases,  which  were  authorised  in  1899,  were 
provided  for:  — 

European  Sergeants         ...         ...         ...         & 

European  Constables       ...         ...         ...         4 

Fourteen  European  Constables  were  enrolled,  of  whom  ten 
came  from  England. 

One  Inspector  died,  three  were  pensioned,  and  two  were  re- 
duced :  one  of  the  lattei'  was  subsquently  re-promoted  for  good 
work  done. 

Four  Sergeants  were  jnoiiioted  to  Inspectorships. 

Eleven  Constables  were  promoted  to  Sergeants. 

One  Constable  died  and  three  were  dismissed. 

It  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  bringing 
the  European  Contingent  up  to  strength  during  the  coming 
year. 

The  SikG  Contingent  has  been  kept  fairly  up  to  strength ; 
but  continued  severe  fever  at  the  Dindings  is  beginning  to  act 
adversely  on  recruiting  for  this  contingent. 
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Recruiting  for  the  Malay  Contingent  has  been  exceptionally  Stiuits 
bad,  more  especially  in  Singapore,  where  at  the  end  of  the  year  Settle- 
this  contingent  was  90  men,  or  1-1%,  under  strength.  mebts, 

The  detective  force  haa  worked  well.  _' 

There  were  eighteen  cases   of  murder  and   sixteen  cases   of 
gang-robbery. 

Gambling,  especially  in  the  form  of  lotteries,  has  been  satis- 
factorily dealt  with  in  Singapore  and  Penang. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  Population  of  the  Colony,  which  was  512,342  by  the 
Census  of  1891,  is  now  estimated  to  be  617,595.  During  thn 
year  1900  there  were  registered  14,814  births,  of  which  7,700 
were  of  male  and  7,114  of  female  children. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  2;J,38&,  as  compared  with 
19,150  in  1899. 

The  public  health  of  the  Colony  during  1900  was  ntit  good, 
the  deatli-rate  being  very  considerably  higher  than  that  for 
1899,  as  is  shewn  by  a  comparison  of  the  figures  for  the  two 
years,  36-25  as  against  31-6fi. 

Zymotic  disease  was  prevalent  in  all  three  Settlements,  and 
there  was  a  sharp  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Singapore  during  the 
last  two  months  of  the  year,  during  which  243  cases,  of  which 
216  proved  fatal,  were  reported.  22  cases  occurred  in  Penang. 
Cases  of  small-pox  continued  to  be  reported  from  all  three 
Settlements.     The  numbers  being :  — 


B«ttleinent. 


Deaths. 


Smgapore           

220 

91 

Fen&Dg  and  Proviace  Wellesle; 

297 

77 

Malacca 

W 

16 

Two  fatal  cases  of  plague  occurred  in  Penang  in  October. 
Precautionary  measures  were  at  once  taken  by  the  authorities, 
and  no  further  cases  were  discovered. 

The  arrangements  described  four  years  ago  for  the  registration 
of  deaths  hare  been  continued  with  satisfactory  results. 
9T1B  B  i 
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SraAin  In  Singapore  and  Fenang  the  geuei-al  anan^enit^iits  ior  sanita- 

Sbttlb-     tion  and  consei-vancy   are   carried   out  by   the  ilunicipalitiea. 
"^nt'      ^*^  places  have  a  goo<l  water  supply,  but  there  is  a  certain 

'        amount  of  overcrowding  in  the  towns,  and  the  measuies  for  the 

disposal  of  night-soil  and  sewage  are  inadequate. 

The  town  of  Malacca  and  the  Tillages  of  Balik  Pulau,  in  Penang 
Island,  Hukit  Mertajam,  Butterworth,  Prai  (and  the  adjacent 
Sugar  Estate),  and  Nibong  Tebal,  in  ProTince  Wellealey,  enjoy 
water  supplies  from  Reservoirs  erected  and  maintained  at 
Government  expense. 

Climate. 

The  mean  rainfall  was,  in  inches,  DO  !)8  in  Singapore ;  10894 
in  Penang;  71'94  in  the  Dindings;  lOllo  in  Province  Wel- 
lesley :  and  05'09  in  Malacca.  The  greatest  fall  in  24  hours  waa 
571  inches  at  Singapore,  on  the  19th  August. 


POSTAL,  TKLKUHAPH,  AXD  TELEPHO.XE  SERVICE. 

A  heavy  increase  is  to  be  recoi-ded  as  well  in  the  number 
of  articles  as  iu  the  weight  of  the  mails  which  passed  through, 
(he  hands  of  the  Postal  Department  during  the  year  1900,  as 
compared  with  1899.  Insurance  and  Parcel  Post  branches,  as 
also  the  Chinese  Sub-Post  Office,  continue  to  show  steady  pro- 
gress. The  Postal  llevenue  amounted  to  $2-1-i,478,  as  compared 
with  :?224;;S92  for  1899.  The  expenditure  charged  to  1900  was 
$209,095,  a  decrease  of  $2,263  from  the  expenditure  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  money  order  business  continues  to  increase.  The  trans- 
actions in  sterling  amounted  to  JiHS.OOO,  in  Indian  currency 
to  lis.  1.795,744,  and  in  local  CHrrency  to  .■s:t.:({  1,000,  the  total 
business  d(uie  thus  aggregating  Si, 729, 791,  anil  shewing  a  sub- 
s'^ntial  advance  upon  the  total  of  ?il,-t74,o20  for  the  year  1899. 

The  telegraphs  in  Penang  and  Province  Wellesley,  and  also 
tne  inland  telegraphs  in  Malacca,  all  of  irhich  are  connected 
with  the  Government  system  in  the  Federated  Malay  States, 
are  the  property  of  tlie  Government.  The  cables  connecting^ 
the  three  Settlements  which  comprise  the  (.'olony  belong  to  the 
Eaatern  Kxtension  Telegraph  Company.  The  length  of  lines 
belonging  to  the  Government  is  as  follows :  — 

Penang  85  miles. 

Malacca  391    ., 
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The  Government  telephone  lines  in  Singapore  aie  maintained  Straits 

and  worked  by  a  Company;    in  Penaog,  Province  Wellealey,  ^^'^^ 

and  Malacca  they  are   worked     by  the    Government.      Three  "^  ' 

hundred  and  eighteen  miles  of  wire  are  open,  which  are  the        ' 

property  of  the  Government. 


MILITARY. 


The  gairison  of  Sinf^apore  consists  of  His  Majesty's  regular 
forces  and  Asiatic  Artillery.     No  Militia  foice  exists. 

A  valuable  Volunteer  Artillery  force,  111  strong,  exists  in 
Singapore.     Only  Europeans  are  enlisted  in  it. 

Its  principal  armament  consists  of  a  complete  Battery  of  six 
2'5-inch  R.M.L.  screw  guna,  utilised  with  7-pr.  limbers  as  a 
field  battery,  with  pony  draught,  an  experiment  which  has 
proved  successful.  It  also  possesses  same  Maxim  guns  ('46),  in 
the  use  of  which  it  is  proficient.  A  Volunteer  Itifie  Corps, 
173  strong,  also  exists,  composed  of  Europeans.  It«  armament 
consists  of  Lee-Enfield  rifles  and  sword  bayonets. 

A  Volunteer  Infantry  Corps,  150  strong,  also  exists  in  Fenang. 
Its  armament  consists  of  Martini-Enfield  rifles  with  swoi^ 
bayonets. 

The  Constabulary  force  numbers  nearly  2,000  men,  of  wh<»n 
more  than  300  are  Sikhs.     They  are  well  drilled  and  armed. 


PUBLIC  WORKS. 


Progress  has  been  made  on  the  constmction  of  the  Siugapore- 
Johore  Railway.  The  e^^ecution  of  this  work  has  been  much 
hampered  by  delay  in  the  supply  of  Rolling  Stock  and  Per- 
manent M'^ay,  and  by  local  difficulties  as  regards  labour. 

In  Singapore,  the  following  buildings  were  completed  during 
the  year: — 

Sub-Post  Office,  TangHn. 

Quarters  for  Senior  Dresser,  Gi^aeral  Hospital. 

Quarters  for  Chief  Police  Officer. 

Detective  Station,  with  Quarters  for  Staff. 

Reformatory. 
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8tbait«         Extension  of  Drill  Shed. 

^mtMi?'         ^^^  Native  Hospital  Ward,  Quarantine  Station. 
1900.  Two  Quarters  for  AseiBtant  Superintendents  of  Police. 

^~~  Two  cells  for  violent  Native  patientn.  General  Hospital. 

Temporary  Supreme  Courts. 

Progress  was  also  made  on  the  following  Works  and 
Buildings :  — 

Quarters  for  Boarding  Officers, 

Telok  Ayer  Reclamation. 

Dredging  entrance  to  Singapore  River. 

Addition  of  an  upper  storey  to  Women's  Block,  General 
Hospital. 

New  Civil  Prison. 

Disinfector  Baildiog. 

Ward  for  Female  Lunatics  at  Pasir  Panjaug. 

Eecon  at  ruction  of  Balestier  Range. 

Knlargement  of  Patent  Slip. 

Alterations  and  additions  to  Supreme  Court. 

Experimental  Wai-d  at  Tan  Tock  Seng's  Hospital. 

A  new  ladder  Dredger  for  the  Singapore  River  was  con- 
structed, and  has  worked  veiy  satisfactorily. 

A  steam  launch  has  been  purcliase<l,  and  the  construction  of 
six  Hopper  Barges  commenced.  The  Departmental  Plant  re- 
ceived a  much  needed  addition  in  the  shape  of  a  four-ton 
Traction  Engine  and  two  three-ton  trucks. 

All  works,  buildings,  and  roads  in  charge  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  were  maintained  on  the  usual  votes,  assisted  in  a 
few  instances  by  special  provision. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  private  buildings  under  erection, 
and  to  the  absorption  of  any  available  labour  by  the  Singapore- 
.Tohore  Railway,  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  pro- 
curing an  adequate  supply  of  materials  and  labour. 

In  Penang,  progress  was  made  with  new  quarters  for  the 
Superintendent  of  Police  and  for  the  Assistant  Postmaster- 
General. 

The  block  of  buildings  to  accommodate  the  Marine  Depart- 
ment Boarding  Officers  and  Lascars  and  the  Marine  Police  which 
was  commenced  in  1899  was  completed  and  occupied. 

A  large  iron  shed  and  two  smaller  ones,  for  storage  of  trans- 
fihipment  cai^o,  were  biiilt  along  the  sea  front  to  the  north  of 
the  iron  pier  in  course  of  erection,  ITie  existing  Jetty  Sheds 
were  extended. 

The  Public  Telephone  Exchange  was  commenced,  and  will 
he  opened  in  March,  1901. 
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The  conversiou  of  the  (i<nciniiieiit  Kuglish  Brauch  School, 
Chaurasta,  into  a  Detective  Police  Station,  and  the  erection  of 
Quarters  for  the  Chief  Detective  Inspector,  Detective  Inspector, 
and  a  European  Detective  Sergeant  were  carried  out. 

The  Xibong  Tebal  Pontoon  Dridge  was  repaired,  and  six  new 
pontoons  provided. 

In  Malacca,  a  new  ward,  aubatantially  built  on  brick  piles,  and 
roofed  with  tiles,  was  erected  at  Durian  Daun  Hosptial,  the 
Servants'  tiuarters  being  pulled  down  and  re-erected  outside  the 
compounil  to  make  room  for  it. 

Tlie  renewal  of  the  timlwr  siipersti-uctui*  of  the  pier  was 
completed. 

The  channel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Malacca  river  was  slightly- 
enlarged  both  in  depth  and  width. 

New  Uuai-tera  for  an  Assistant  forest  Hanger  were  constructed 
at  Jasin,  and  the  Overseer's  (Quarters  removed  from  Kesang 
to  Jasin. 

Additional  accommodation  was  provided  for  the  Portuguese 
Mission  Boys'  School,  and  a  new  Vernacular  School  was  con- 
structed at  Paya  Ituraput. 

Two  new  cooly  lines  were  constructed  to  replace  old  decayed 
lines. 

Two  cuttings  were  made  across  acute  bends  in  the  Kesang 
Itiver,  with  a  view  to  increase  the  discharge  during  floods. 

IHie  telephone  waa  extended  from  Batang  Tiga  Police  Station 
to  Sungei  Fdang  Police  Station. 

The  Malacca- Johol  P rentier  Bound ai-y  was  surveyed  by 
contract. 

ITie  principal  road  works  liave  been  the  construction  of  a 
second  class  road  near  the  Town  and  the  making  up  of  about 
three  miles  of  road  near  Bukit  Asahan. 

Several  gradients  on  'he  main  road  from  Malacca  to  Tampia 
have  been  eased  either  by  cutting  or  filling  or  by  small  de- 
viations. 

A  footpath  was  completed  fmm  Sungei  Bambei  to  Tasek. 
The  roads  were  well  maintained.     Upwards  of  '30  miles  were 
entirely  regrav^lied. 

Several  bridges  and  culverts  previously  consti-ucted  of  wood 
were  rebuilt  in  masonry  and  iron. 

The  bridge  over  the  Duyong  River  was  completed. 


Straits 
Sbttlb- 

UBHTB, 

1900. 
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Stbahs 
Sbttle- 

MEMTB, 
1900. 


IMMIGRATIOX. 

During  tte  year  inimigratioQ  from  Hongkong  was  prohibited 
from  June  till  August,  and  from  Hoihow  from  March  till 
July.  Amoy  and  Swatau  were  both  declared  infected,  but  im- 
migration was  iot  pro''ibited,  Xotvith standing  these  restric- 
tions, the  number  of  Chinese  Immigrants  (200,947,  including 
20,470  women  and  children)  was  the  largest  recorde<l  since 
the  foundation  of  the  Colony.  The  figures  for  the  last  three 
years  are:  — 


Year. 

Male.        j 

Female. 

Total. 

1698 

124,4I2»    [ 

9,146 

'     133,568 

1890 

i4i,98ot  : 

7,717 

149,(>97 

1900 



188,965  J 

11.982 

200,947 

The  disproportion  between  the  sexes  still  increases. 
The  supply  of  labour  remained  far  below  the  demand. 
The  number  of  Immigrants  from  Southern  India  largely  in- 
creased, as  will  be  seen  from  these  figures :  — 


Immigrants. 


i8uy. 


1900. 


1.  Statute  Immigrants    

2.  Free  Coolies  (with  aided  tickets) 

3.  Other  ImmigrantB       


4,677 
2,217  7,052 

12.625        I     28,862 


I 


In  addition  to  these  there  were  t.l78  minors. 

During  the  year  10,995  left  for  Southern  India,  so  that  the 
Tamil  population  of  the  Colony  and  Federated  Malay  States 
has  largely  increased. 

The  physique  of  the  coolies  generally  was  very  bad  and 
rendered  ^em  very  liable  to  disease  after  arrival.  In  conse- 
quence the  death-rate  un  the  Estates  was  abnormally  high. 

Since  the  appointment  of  a  new  Superintendent  of  Emigration 
at  Negapatam,  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
class  of  men  sent  over. 


'  Of  these  6,252  were  children.  f  Of  these  6,6B 

X  Of  these  8,488  «ere  children. 


I  were  children. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  nef^otiationB  were  entered  into     Stbaim 
with  the  liritia'h  India  Steam  Navigation  (.'ompany  for  a  weekly     Sbtti«- 
serrice  of  steamers  between  Negapatam  and  the  Straits.     An       1900/ 
agreement  waa  made  providing  for  a  foi-tnightly  mail  service        ___ 
homewarda  and  outwards  vu£  Negapatam  and  Bombay,  and  for 
the  transport  on  favourable  terms  of  immigrants  under  contracts 
to  labour   in  the   Colony  and  Federated   Malay   States.     This 
agreement  has  worked  most  satisfactorily. 


GEXEEAL  OUSEKVATIOKS. 

Sir  Alexander  Swettenham,  K.C.M.G,,  continued  to  ad- 
minister the  Government  throughout  the  year,  no  appointment 
to  the  Governorship,  rendered  vacant  by  the  death  of  Sir  Charles 
ilitchell,  in  December,  1899,  being  made. 

The  European  Regiment  was  withdrawn  in  May  on  account 
of  the  .South  African  War,  and  was  replaced  by  a  Madras  Native 
Infantry  Regiment. 

A  European  Volunteer  Bi£e  Corps  was  formed  in  Singapore. 

The  Singapore- Kranji  Railway  was  commenced.  This  under- 
taking is  being  carried  out  by  a  special  Railway  Engineer 
working  under  instructions  received  from  the  Consulting 
Engineers  at  home. 

It  was  decided  to  import  Tamil  labour  for  the  work,  and 
a  certain  number  of  Statute  Immigrants  were  engaged.  There 
was  a  large  amount  of  sickness  among  them  as  also  among 
the  Chinese  employed,  especially  where  earth  had  to  be  ex- 
cavated. 

The  latest  Estimates  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers 
are  largely  in  excess  of  those  prepared  in  the  Colony.  The 
amount  to  be  paid  as  compendation  for  lands  and  houses  .was 
found  t-1  be  much  under- estimated. 

The  Excise  Farms  were  let  in  -July  for  three  years  at  an  in- 
crease of  a  million-and-a-half  dollars  a  year.  The  largely  in- 
creased revenue  anticipated  enabled  the  Government  to  bring 
forward  various  schemes  for  Harbour  Improvement  aad  other 
important  Public  TV^orks.  Steps  were  taken  to  carry  out  the 
ri- com  mend  at  ions  of  a  Commission  which  was  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  congested  state  of  tratEc  in  the  Singapore 
Biver. 

The  construction  of  a  Canal  through  to  Eeppel  Harbour  ia 
contemplated. 
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Stkatik  iSclifmes  for  Harbour  ImproTpmeat  at  Peuaag  also  received 
Srm.E-  attpniion,  iacreased  accominoclation  beia;;  provided  by  Govern- 
"■j'J'''      nioiit  for  ffoocls  landed. 

The  question  of  extending  the   iron   ateamer  pier   which   is 

IwinR  constructed  has  beer  left  over  for  the  Report  of  an  Expert 
Harbour  Enfrineer,  who  is  expected  to  visit  the  Colony  towards 
the  end  of  this  year. 

An  additional  nectinn  of  the  Prai-Parit  Buntar  Itailway  in 
Province  "Wellcsley  was  npeneil  durinir  the  ynar  from  Bukit 
itertajam  to  the  Perak  boundarj.  The  traffic  receipts  have 
proved  satisfactory,  and  when  the  bridge  over  the  Krian  Biver 
has  been  finished,  and  a  short  lenffth  of  line  in  Perak  territory 
constructed,  Penanp  will  be  ronnerted  with  the  main  system 
of  the  Pederated  Malay  States.  Excellent  ferty  steamers  run 
between  Crcorge  Town,  Penanff,  and  Prai. 

It  is  probable  tliat  Malacca  will  soon  be  connected  with  the 
line  which   is  projected  through  Johore  and  Negri  Sembilan. 

A  survey  of  the  line  through  Malacca  territory,  the  construc- 
tion of  which  presents  practically  no  difficulties,  has  been  already 
made. 


GEXERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  COLONT. 

Speaking  generally,  it  may  be  said  that  there  are  many  signs 
of  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  Colony  as  a  whole,  intimately 
connected  as  it  is  with  the  welfare  of  the  Federated  Malay 
States.  The  towns  of  Singapore  and  George  Town,  Fenang, 
continue  to  extend.  Immigration  from  China  and  India  shows 
a  satisfactory  increase.  The  value  of  town  property  has  enor- 
mously increased.  The  letting  of  the  Excise  Farms  for  the 
next  triennial  period  at  such  a  greatly  enhanced  rate,  notwith- 
standing the  high  price  of  opium,  may  be  taken  as  an  index 
of  t^e  prosperity  of  the  place. 

Concurrently  with  the  general  increase  in  trade  and  business 
the  cost  of  living  has  advanced  enormously.  House  rent,  both 
in  Singapore  and  Penang,  has  risen  greatly,  while  the  price 
of  labour  and  building  materials  deters  many  from  investing 
their  capital  in  building  operations. 

The  increased  output  and  high  price  of  tin  in  the  Federated 
Malay  States,  the  bulk  of  which  finds  its  way  to  the  Smelting 
Works  in  the  Colony,  have  largely  contributed  to  the  wealth 
of  the  population,  especinlly  the  Chinese,  many  of  whom  have 
made  fortunes  out  of  tin  and  invest  a  large  proportion  of  their 
gains  in  the  Colony. 
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The  town  of  Singapore  maat  be  coaaidered  Tery  backward     Straits 
as  compared  with  other  cities  of  Bimilar  aize  in  the  East.     The     Settlr- 
Btreeta  are  badly  lighted  by  gas — incandeacent  gas  being  only        isaof* 
employed  in  certain  thoroughfares.     The  Municipality  has  now        __ 
purchased  the  Gas  Works,  and  it  is  intended  to  improve  the 
system  and  to  introduce  electric  light  as  a  subsidiary  scheme. 

The  Singapore- Eranji  Eailway  is  a  Government  undertaking 
which  as  yet  meeta  with  little  favour  from  the  representatives 
of  the  mercantile  community. 

Tramways  do  not  exist,  although  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  a; 
well  oiganized  system  of  electric  tramways  would  be  a  boon 
to  the  place. 

It  was  decided  in  November  that  the  Government  should  pur- 
chase the  Penang  Steam  Tramways,  which  were  in  liquidation. 

It  is  proposed  to  substitute  as  a  Municipal  undertaking 
electricity  for  oil  lamps  hy  which  the  streets  in  Geoi^  Town 
are  at  present  lighted,  and  if  an  electric  installation  ia  decided 
on  it  may  be  found  desirable  to  work  the  Tramways  by  electric 
power.  The  Tramway  aervice  would  be  worked  in  connection 
with  the  Hill  Railway  Scheme. 

C.  W,  S.  Etnitebslet, 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 

StrttUt  Settlemwtt. 
Singapore, 

4th  July,  1901. 
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No.  360. 

STRAITS    SETTLEMENTS. 

EEPOET    FOE    1901. 

(For  Report  (or  1900,  see  No.  330.) 


Vusettttli  to  tots  Kou»s  of  Vacliantfittli?  (ffomman))  of  Sis  jnaintts. 

September,  1902. 


LONDON: 

pbhtted  fob  his  majkstvm  stationebt  opfioe, 

Bt  BASUNQ  ft  SON,  Ltd..  3t-M,  B.loox  Stuur,  E. 


and  32,  AjiwoixMi  Sibbit,  WnrKonrBB,  B.W.; 

01  OIilVEB  *  BOTB,  Eddtbumh: 

or  E.  PONSONBY,  116,  OunoK  Sntnr,  Dxibuk. 


[Cd.  788-30.]    Price  iJ* 
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Tlie  following,  among  other,  reporta  relating  to  His  MajfatyV 
-Colonial  Pos8688i(m«  have  been  iflsaed,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  eonroes  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 


ANNUAL. 

No. 

Colony. 

1 

Year. 

339 

Britiah  Honduras 

IWXI 

340 

Hong  EoDg 

H41 

Ceylon 

342 

Giliraltac 

343 

Basntoland 

...     19iH]-190l 

344 

Gold  Coast 

1900 

345 

Grenada 

.!,*     .! 

34fi 

Northora  Nigeria 

'.'.'.    liioo-iotn 

U7 

British  Solomon  IsUnda         

SIR 

Bn^U^h  Guiana!!! 

!!!       I'joii 

349 

...     1900-1901 

.150 

St.  Vincent       ... 

1900 

351 

Jamaica 

...     1900-1901 

;-»3 

Cocoa  Islands    ... 

1901 

353 

Southern  Nigeria 

!!!      .."     !!! 

1900 

354 

Bermuda 

1901 

356 

Gambia 

366 

Falkland  Iidaiids 

357 

Northern  Territories  of  the  Gold  Coast      ... 

358 

Malta      

359 

Gibnltu 

...  1 

MiaCBLLANEOUa 
Colony.  Subject. 


1 

Gold  Coast 

2 

ZulDland        

Foresta. 

3 

Sierra  Leone 

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada           

Emigration. 
Sisaflnduetry. 

6 

Bahaous        

6 

Hong  Kong 

Bubonic  Plague 

7 

8 

Western  l-aciiic        

Biitish  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

10 

Virgin  Islands          

11 

Grenada         

12 

AngniUa         

Co&Idands 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

18 

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas        

Hbre  Indnstry. 

15 

Canada           

Legal    Status    of  British    North 
Ameriian  Indians.' 

16 

Medical  Beporta. 

17 

GilbertandEIlicelalande  ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong   

TerritorT  during  1900. 

19 

UiBcellaneons  Colonies 

Medical  Reports. 

20 

Wei-Hai-WM 

General  Report. 
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No.  360. 


STRAITS    SETTLEMENTS. 


(For  Report  for  IIKM),  aff  No.  33<.>.) 


GoTESNOs  Sib  F.  A.  Swettenuau  to  Mk.  CHAUBESLAm. 

Government  House,  Sin^^pore, 

Hiik  July,  1902. 
Sib. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  copies  of  tbe  lleport  o>. 
the  Stmitfl  SetUements  for  tlie  year  1901. 

I  haw,  Ike., 

F.  A.  SWETTBNHAK. 


•uiir-TS— 8/1N3  wtfeeiA  ini'i 
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BEPORT  ON  THE  STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1901. 


The  Revenue  for  1901  amounted  to  $7,041,595,  the  three 
Settlements  contributing  as  follows:  — 

Kinffapore  $4-327,462 

Penanff      2,221,919 

Malacca      492,214 

There  was  an  increase  of  $l,(i&&,038,  as  compared  with  the 
Revenue  for  1900,  and  of  $i,841,oti9  as  compared  with  that  for 
1899. 

The  principal  increases  were  under  Licences,  $1,491,S53; 
Land  Sales,  $90,311 ;  Stamps,  $30,980 ;  Port  and  Harbour  Dues, 
$20,926 ;  Miscellaneoug  Receipts,  $18,449 ;  Postage  $12,845 ; 
Land  Revenue,  $11,477;  Tines,  Forfeitures  and  Fees  of  Court, 
$11,049. 

The  principal  decrease  was  under  Special  Receipts  ($59,524), 
which  in  1900  included  the  refund  of  the  Government  share  of 
contribution  towards  the  Permanent  Jubilee  Memorial. 

The  Expenditure  for  the  year  was  $7,322,236  as  compared 
.with  $6,030,740  in  1900  and  $5,060,523  in  1899. 

As  compared  with  1900,  the  Expenditure  shows  an  increase 
of  $1,291,486. 

The  principal  increases  were :  — 


Military  expenditure         

$326,457 

Personal  emoluments         

292,468 

Land  and  houses  purchased 

264,807 

Works  and  buildings,  special  ser- 

193,324 

Other  charges 

78,327 

Special  expenses 

65,832 

Miscellaneoua  services 

31,056 

Works  and  buildings,  annually  re- 

24,652 

current. 

Pensions,  4c.          

14,404 

Roads,    streets,   &c.,   annually  re- 

10,313 

current. 

The  increase  under  Military  Expenditure  is  due  to  the  in- 
•AreaBed  Revenue  receipts,  on  which  20  per  cent,  is  payable.  The 
increase  under  Personal  Emoluments  is  due  to  the  grant  at 
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donblb  exchange  compeosatioa  and  to  the  boaua  granted  to  the 
Bubordinate  and  clerical  branches  of  the  Service.  Ot  the  item. 
Land  and  Houses  purchased, — Goodwood  Esiate  and  Naesim 
Hill  Estate  were  acquired  by  the  Ooverament  during  the  year. 
There  was  a  larger  amount  expended  on  the  Singapore-Johore 
Railway  during  this  year  than  in  the  previous  one,  which  item 
is  included  under  the  head  oi  "  Works  and  Buildings,  Special 
Services,"  which  is  the  main  cause  of  the  increase.  The  increase 
ander  "Other  charges"  is  inevitable,  owing  to  the  expansion 
of  the  Colony  where  departments  are  extending  and  the  price  of 
stores  and  labour  goes  on  increasing.  The  expenditure  in  con- 
nection with  the  visit  of  Their  Bojal  Highnesses  the  Uuke  and 
Duchess  of  Cornwall  and  York,  ^5,00U,  and  the  purchase  of  the 
Penang  Tramways,  |40,OOU,  were  charged  to  the  head  "  Special 
Expenses"  in  1901.  On  the  other  hand,  the  contribution  to- 
wards the  Indian  Famine  Fund,  fSJO,000,  w»a  included  under 
the  same  head  in  1900.  The  increase  under  "  MiscellaneouB 
Services  "  is  due  to  the  Expenses  in  taking  the  Census.  The 
increades  in  "  Public  Works  Department,  Annually  Recurrent," 
in  "  Works  and  Buildings  "  and  "  Roads,  Streets,  and  Bridges  " 
are  owing  to  more  buildings  and  roads  having  to  be  looked  ^ter 
The  increase  under  "  Pensions  "  is  partly  due  to  a  larger  amount 
charged  to  "  Difference  in  Exchange  on  Pensions  payable  in- 
England,"  owing  to  the  fall  in  exchange  and  pai-tly  due  to  new 
pensions  granted. 

Of  the  decreases,  the  most  important  is  under  "  Interest,"  viz.,. 
114,834,  due  to  the  writing  off  of  a  certain  sum  for  difference 
in  exchange  on  balances  in  England  in  1900. 

The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Colony  on  Slst  December,  1901, 
was  11,806,968,  as  compa^d  with  ^2.059,^78  on  the  same  date 
in  1900. 

The  Colony  bos  no  public  debt. 


ExcQAiniE. 

Exchange  was  very  unsteady  during  the  year.  The  average 
value  of  the  dollar  was  1/11|  on  demand  and  1/11  \l  at  four 
months'  flight,  as  compared  with  2/0|  and  2/0  jOg  in  1900.  The- 
highest  rate  for  demand  drafts  was  3/l|  in  October,  and  the  lowest 
l/9j^  in  January. 

GuBABKCY. 

The  currency  of  the  Colony  consists  of  Mexican  and  British 
dollars  circulating  at  equal  value  and  of  Government  currency 
notes. 

British  dollars  to  the  value  of  (17,281,263  were  imported  by 
the  local  banks  atone,  as  compared  with  $21,671,488  in  1900. 
Other  dollars  to  the  value  (rf  |2,087,260  were  imported  by  the- 
bauk!. 
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The  annUBl  importation  of  British  dollars  by  the  banks  sinire 
their  first  coinaf^e  in  1896  has  been ; — 


Tew. 

■      ,        Amouni. 

1 

i        -                      t 
» 

1895 

t        2.201,890 

1896 

1        3,6A000 

189^ 

25.704.908 

189e 

1       19,492,1G8 

1899 

1      29.349,726 

1900 

,      21,571,488 

1901 

1      17  ■281,263 

The  avera^  bank  note  circulation  of  the  Colony  for  the  year 
was  $5,473,756,  as  compared  with  |6,713,133  in  1900.  Tbm 
fallinir  off  is  due  principally  to  the  reduction  \)y  the  Hongkong 
and  Shanghai  Banki&g  Corporation  of  the  amount  of  its  local 


The  amount  of  Government 

currency 

the  tenth  of  eaeh  month  (when  statistics 

are  published)  was:  — 

Month. 

Amount. 

Jtumuy       

3 

6,205,000 

FebruMj      

6,946,000 

March           

7,046,000 

^:::    ;;;    ;: 

7,046,000 

7,046,000 

Jane 

7,220,000 

July 

7,585,000 

August 

8,114,000 

.    September 

8,484,000 

Octobw        

8,703,000 

November 

8,753,000 

December     

8,763,000 

Municipal  Bevenue  and  Expenditueb. 

The  JleTenue  of  the  three  municipalities  amounted  to 
^,067,611,  and  their  expenditure,  including  sums  expended  09 
loan  works,  to  f2,161,131. 
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TRADE. 

The  condition  of  trade  lor  the  period  under  review  appears  to 
have  heeu  fairly  prosperouB  though  the  large  percentage  of  in- 
creaBe  of  the  immediately  preceding  years  was  not  maintained. 

The  total  volume  of  trade — inter-Settlement  trade  excluded — 
is  shown  as  under:  — 


— 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

MerchnndiM 
TnwsuTe  ... 

348.853,428 

ti2,.^l  5,245 

S 
398,051,7^ 

62,3.i6,718 

8 
462,136,001 
60,853,178 

S 
519,482,193 
57,22.i,OI2 

528.162,676- 
48,772,9.W 

Total     ... 

411,368,673 

400,418,441 

522,389,179 

57S,707,206 

.'■)76,9  15,514 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  merchandise  as  compared  with 
the  trade  of  1900  is  about  2  per  cent. 

Trade  with  countries  having  a  gold  currency  decreased  by 
something  less  than  one  per  cent. ;  trade  with  silver  currency 
countries  increased  some  H  per  cent. 

The  Imports  of  merchandise  in  1901  reached  a  total  of  28Si 
million  dollars,  while  Exports  accounted  for  some  245  million 
dollars.  Converted  into  sterling  at  the  average  rate  of  exchange- 
for  the  year  these  values  are  equivalent  to  about'27J  million 
pounds  and  24  million  pounds,  respectively. 

These  values,  expressed  in  dollars,  show  an  increase,  an  com- 
pared with  the  figures  of  1900,  of  over  one  per  cent,  in  Imports 
and  over-2^'p6r  cffnt.  in  Exports.  But  the  values,  expressed  in 
sterling,  show  a  decrease  of  Imports  of  half  a  million  pounds, 
and  in  Exports  a  decrease  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million 
pounds. 

The  percentages  of  increase  for  the  four  preceding  years  were, 
for  Imports,  6L  18A,  15J,  and  13J  respectively,  and  for  Exports, 
lU.  14^  10|  and  11,  respectively. 

Imports  of  manufactured  goods  fell  off  a^  regards  metals  and 
cotton  goods,  except  yams.  Yams  show  a  large  increase  both  of 
quantity  and  of  value. 

The  average  prices  of  Straits  produce  were,  generally  speak- 
ing, lower  than  in  1900,  except  for  gutta  percha,  gambier,  rattans 
ai^  sticklac,  the  prices  of  which  showed  a  distinct  advance. 
This  dullness  of  the  market,  combined  with  ai  decline  in  the  ' 
quantity  of  the  principal  articles  exp(Nrt«d.  necessarily  tended 
to  lower  values. 

Smaller qnantitiesof  gambier,  rattans, copra,  cofFee,  hides  and 
gutta  percha  were  exported,  while  tin,  jelutong  rubber  and' 
tnpioea  were  sent  out  in  increased  quaatltiei, 
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The  oat  increase,  m  compared  with  the  year  1900,  ia  the 
Taluea  at  Imports,  was  some  |3,260,000. 

In  the  "  Food  and  Uriuk "  class  there  was  an  important 
increase  (upwards  of  |6,500,000)  in  rice  and  padi ;  and  increasea 
of  less  magnitude  in  sugar,  bran,  tapioca,  spirits,  onions,  fish, 
birds'  nesta  and  nutmegs. 

In  the  "  Raw  Materials  "  class,  the  value  of  tin  oi-e  imported 
shows  an  increase  of  f2, 750, 000.  Wood  goods,  too,  give  in- 
creased returns,  while  in  the  cases  of  petroleum  and  coal  there 
is  a  decrease. 

T7nder  the  head  of  "  Manufactured  Articles  "  the  value  of 
cotton  piece  goods  imported  reached  the  very  large  total  of 
fl4,800,000,  a  slight  increase  as  compared  vitb  the  preceding 
jear,  the  value  of  sarongs  imported  reached  f5, 200,000,  a  de- 
crease on  the  yeai-  of  f600,000 ;  but  yams  increased  by  f  800,000 
to  a  total  value  of  |2,f>00,000.  Sewing  threads,  handkerchiefs 
.and  blankets  are  amongst  the  articles  that  show  an  increase, 
while  in  jote  bags  there  ia  a  falling  off  in  value  of  nearly  a 
million  dollars. 

The  value  of  silk  piece  goods  imported  increased  largely;  the 
value  of  the  imports  of  hosiery  and  millinery  and  drapery  reached 
-close  on  $4,600,000,  a  decrease,  as  compared  with  tlie  valuM  oi 
1900,  of  1200,000,  the  falling  off  being  in  imports  from 
'Germany. 

From  the  United  Kingdom  piece  goods  to  the  value  of 
$12,000,000  were  received,  equal  to  about  80  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  trade,  and  an  increase  on  the  imports  of  the  previous  yfftr 
of  some  t>  per  cent.  The  value  of  piece  goods  imported  from  the 
continent  of  Europe  was  upwards  of  $1,000,000,  about  7  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  trade,  and  a  decrease  of  half  per  cent,  as  com- 
pared with  the  trade  of  1900. 

Imports  from  Bombay  and  Madras  decreased  in  value  1^ 
nearly  one  half. 

There  was  a  faUing  off  in  the  value  of  sarongs  imported  fnmi 
the  United  Kingdom  of  16  per  cent.,  and  frmu  the  continent  of 
Europe  of  16  per  cent. 

From  the  United  Kingdom  came  nearly  27  per  cent,  of  the 
imports  of  plain  yam  and  some  71  per  cent,  of  the  dyed  yam 
imported. 

Of  sewing  thread,  the  United  Kingdom  sent  us  83  per  cent,  of 
-the  total  value  imported. 

Taken  as'awlkole,  the  imports  of  piece  goods  were  fairly  main- 
tained, but  tjie  year  is  considered  not  to  have  been  a  good  one 
for  importers;  the  steady  fall  in  Manchester  iH^cea  made  im- 
porters anxious  to  clear  stocks.  Demand  was  not  at  any  time 
-good  and  wag  occasioiiatly  distinctly  poor,  nor  were  sign*  of 
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iimproTement  visible  at  tke  close  of  the  year.  TightnesB  of 
LUiooey  locallv  was  an  importaat  factor  in  the  case;  and  stocks 
u'f  re  i-athet  heavy,  especially  in  grey  goods. 

in  metals,  imports  did  not  attain  to  the  dimensions  of  the  - 
preceding  year,  but  slocks  were  low  and  an  average  business 
■Tras  done  with  a  tendency  to  lower  rates. 

The  total  value  of  manufactured,  metals  impoTt«d  decreased 
by  nearly  a  million  dollars,  the  falling  off  being  obsei'vable 
luainiy  in  nsits,  corrugated  iron,  bar  and  rod  iron,  and  in  a  le8« 

■  degree  in  steel  and  machinery.  The  apparent  decrease  would  be 
considerably  greater  were  it  not  for  the  value  of  imports  of 

''  telegraph  materials  included  under  this  head. 

Excluding  telegraph  materials,  the  imports  of  metais  from  the 
I'nited  Kingdom  show  a  decrease  of  nearly  |900,000,  or  some 
15  per  cent.,  while  supplies  from  Continental  ports  fell  otf  by 
$324,000,  equal  to  a  decrease  of  14  per  cent. ;  imports  from  the 
United  Stat«s  also  decreased  by  some  14  per  cent. 

Au  increase  of  |347,000  in  the  value  of  miscellaneous  manu- 
factures is  due  to  increased  values  of  fireworks,  earthenware, 

.  matB,  paper,  csrriageB,  and  can-iage  materials,  saddlery,  beads, 
and  rattanware.     Some  decrease  under  this  head  is  apparent 

:iu  the  case  ttf  oil  cakes,  matches,  fancy  goods  and  toys,  lamps 

iand  lampware,  wood  goods,  clocka  and  watches,  perfumery,  glass- 

■ware  and  cabinetware. 

It  is  noticeable  that  in  the  case  of  candles  imported  irom 
Europe  less  than  a  teiith  appears  to  have  been  received  from  the 
T'nited  Kingdom;  in  crockeiyware,  out  of  a  total  value  of 
11,700,000,   the  United  Kingdom   contributed  only   |136,000; 

.  and  in  the  case  of  glassware,  the  imports  from  the  United  Eii^- 
dom  amounted  to  only  $170,000  out  of  a.  total  trade  with  Euro- 
pean ports  in  this  article  of  |800,000.     In  the  matter  of  carriages 

:'imported  a  more  satisfactory  result  is  shown,  the  imports  from 

■  the  United  Kingdom  being  90  per  cent,  of  the  whole  trade. 

The  value  of  imports  of  lamps  and  lampware  was  over  $340,000, 
of  which  Germany  sent  goods  to  the  value  of  $150,000,  a  deci'eaBe 
as  compared  with  1900  of  50  per  cent. ;   the  United  Kingdom 

:  accounted  for  $85,000,  and  the  TTnited  States  of  America  $13,000, 
the  figures  being  much  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year. 

Paints  and  dyes  to  the  value  of  $640,000  were  imported,  a 
falling  oft  as  compared  with  the  imports  of  1900  of  $30,000. 

'  The  imports  from  Uie  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  upwards  of 

-one-half  of  the  total,  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
The  value  of  paper  and  paperware  and  stationery  of  European 

-manufacture  imported  in  1901  is  $870,000 — imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  accounting  for  nearly  $400,000;  Austria, 
$360,000 ;  and  Germany,  $80,000.  In  l&OO,  the  tot^  receipts 
were  $700,000;  of  which  imports  frma  the  United  Kingdom 
Tepresented  some  $320,000,  from   Austria,  $260,000,  and. from 

tOermany,  $90,000. 
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TUe  imports  of  perf umety  reai^ied  a  value  of  (400,000 ;  oi ' 
which  the  United  Kingdom  contributed  |135,000,  the  same  a»- 
in  1900 ;  Belgium,  f  79,000^  on  iucreaae  of  |5,000 ;  France, 
f  62,000,  aa  in  1900 ;  and  Germany,  *66,000,  a  decrease  of  60  per 
cent.  ' 

European  Continental  countries,  more  especially  Gennany, 
continue  to  be  onr  main  source  of  supidy  for  musical  iostroments, . 
though  1901  shows  an  increase  in  this  respect  from  both  the 
Ignited  Kingdom  and  the  United  States. 

The  United  Kingdom  ctmtinues  to  maintain  its  pre-eminence 
for  the  snpply  of  cycles,  86  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports  coming - 
from  there.  Machines  of  American  and  Continental  makes  show 
a  falling  ofE. 

Export. 
Exports  show  a  net  increase  in  value  of  nearly  16,600,000 ' 
as  compared  with  the  figures  of  1900. 

In  the  "  Food  and  Drink"  class  the  imports  of  rice  increased 
in  value  to  the  extent  of  nearly  f6,000,000.  Increases  of  smaller 
amount  appear  ia  sugar  and  sugar  caady,  pepper,  preserved 
pineapples,  beche-de-mer,  tapioca,  birds'  nests,  beans  and  peas, . 
and  opium. 

Decreases  took  place  in  the  value  of  exports  of  coffee,  fish, 
live  stock,  sago,  tea  and  uvca-nnts. 

Under  the  head  <^  "  Raw  Materials,"  produce  generally  shows 
a  small  decrease  in  value,  including  the  value  of  tin  exported, 
the  decrease  in  this  latter  being  due  to  the  low  average  price 
realised.  The  decreases  are  large  in  Borneo  and  India  rubbers, 
raw  hides,  gronnd-uuts,  petroleum,  canea  and  gutta  perchs. 

Increases  are  observable  in  the  values  of  gntta  jelutong  (ptm- 
tiauak).  and  other  inferior  rubbers.  Increases  are  also  to  be- 
found  in  coconut  oil,  gum  copal,  planks,  timber,  sticklac  and 
sandalwood,  though  in  a  less  degree. 

In  manufactured  goods  there  is  an  increase  of  a  million 
dollars. 

Textile  manufactures  show  an  increase  of  f  1,360,000,  chiefly 
in  piece  goods  and  yam ;  metals  show  a  trifling  increase  of  value, 
■preod  generally  over  all  the  ariicles  in  the  class,  and  miscella- 
meoua  mannfactures  show  a  decrease  of  |400,000. 

Imi'mrt  AVI)  Export  Qimxtitier. 

The  total  quantity  of  coal  imported  remained  about  the  same 
as  in  1900,  668,000  traia.  Japan  varieties  increased  by  32,000* 
tons;  Cardiff  coal  fell  oft  l^  17,000  tons ;  Australian  and  Borneo 
coal  show  a  reduction  of  about  6,000  tons  each ;  and  Indian  coal' 
retaiued  its  position  in  the  list  with  some  77,000  tons. 
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The  importB  oi  petroleitm  attained  lar^  dimeQBions  dnringr  tlia 
^-jear,  reaching  close  oa  2^  million  cases  of  66  lbs.  each,  an 
increase  of  28J  per  cent.  This  increase  was  due  mainly  to  the 
large  quantity  of  Bussian  bulk  oil  introduced— 930,000  cases, 
..as  compared  with  277,000  caaea  in  1900.  From  the  Xlutch  pos- 
nessions  there  came  nearly  1^  million  cases ;  American  shipments 
implroved  slightly ;  and  shipments  from  Burma  ceased. 

The  declared  imports  of  liquid  fuel  amounted  to  23.000  tens, 
much  the  same  as  tn  the  preceding  year. 

Sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  chests  of  opium 
were  imported  in  the  course  of  the  year ;  of  this  quantity,  14,396 
-  chests  .were  of  Benares  quality.  The  exports  of  opium' amounted 
to  13,&93  chest«,  in  odditioii  to  2<)(i,000  taels  which  went  mostly 
to  Australia.  The  average  declared  import  price  of  the  Benares 
quality  was  |909  a  chest,  slightly  less  than  the  price  for  1900. 
^Serious  fluctuations,  as  uaual,  marked  the  trade  in  this  article. 

Xot  included  in  these  figures  are  transhipments  from  Calcutta 
^aggregating  505  cheats,  of  which  -100  chests  went  to  Java. 

Kice,  the  staple  foodstuff  of  the  Colony,  was  imported  to  the 
■-extent  of  half  a  million  tons, -an  increase  in  quantity  of  30  per 
-cent,;  over  83  percent,  of  this  was  re-exported.  Eangoon  and 
Bangkok'  largely  increased  their  output  to  these  Settlements 
while  the  supply  from  French  Indo-China  fell  ofl.  The  average 
-export  price  was  slightly  under  that  of  the  precedii^;  year,  and 
-complaints  were  frequent  as  to  the  quality  of  the  Baugoon 
.  orticle  supplied. 

Cattle  imported  exceeded  by  2,200  the  imports  of  1900,  but  the 
number  of  pigs  brought  in  decreased  from  68,000  to  55,000. 

The  imports  of  fish  aggregated  815,000  pikuls,  a  decrease  in 
quantity  of  36,000  pikuls.  but  Ute  average  price  was  much 
■"higher. 

The  supplies  of  wheat  flour  fell  from  23,000  to  21.000  tons. 
American  flour  imported  vid  Hong  Kong  jH^ictically  i-ules  this 
market,  but  the  quantity  received  from  Australia  reached  the 
substantial  flgure  of  2,000  tons,  an  increase  of  76  per  cent. 

The  total  quantity  of  malt  liquors  imported  shows  a  dtoreass 
of  upwards  of  6  per  cent;  118,000  gallons  of  w;hiskey, ' 4,000 
gallons  less  than  in  1900,  were  imported ;  and  the  imports  of 
.-arrack  and  samsoo  fell  off  by  27,000  gallons;  but  other  spirits, 
more  especially  brandy  and  gin,  show  an  ipcrea«e. 

The  decrease  in  the  importation  of  wine  is  chiefly  in  lespect 
.'of  champagne  and  port. 

.  Cotton  piece  goods  imporied  decreoeed  by  300,000  pieces.  TTp- 
.  wards  if  5-  million  pieces  in  all  were  imported,  of  which  34 
million  pieces  were  declaied  as -plain  cottons,  upwards  of  900,000 
,  pieces  as  coloured,  and  upwards  of  800,000  pieces  as  printed. 
The  imports -into  Singapore  absorbed  74  .per  cent,  of  the.  whole 
-quantity,  an  increase  of  3  per  cent. 
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Over  4  million  pieces  were  received  from  the  Uoited  EiI^^om^ 
an  increase  as  compared  with  the  previoas  year  of  7  per  cent. 

From  the  continent  of  £ur(^  the  receipts  were  440,000  pieces- 
— equal  to  8}  per  cent,  of  the  whole — a  decrease  of  i  per  cent. 

The  imports  from  Madras  and  Bombay  decreased  by  one  half. 

Sbrongs  and  slendangs  were  imported  in  less  quantity  by 
82,000  corges.  Supplies  of  these  articles  from  the  United  King- 
dom decreased  by  19  per  cent.,  and  from  Continental  ports  by 
2b  per  cent.,  while  from  Madras  tliey  remained  much  Qie  same 
as  in  1900. 

Dyed  yarn  imports  nearly  doubled  in  quantity,  the  receipts- 
being  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.  Plain  yam  increased, 
by  upwards  of  20  per  cent,  to  about  an  average  year's  importation 
— the  years  1899  and  1900,  it  should  be  remembered  were  re- 
markable for  small  imports  of  this  article. 

Of  the  plain  yarn,  nearly  20  per  cent,  came  from  the  T'nited 
Kingdom ;  and  of  the  dyed  yam,  some  T6  per  cent.  Upwards  of 
9,IKHI  bales  of  grey  and  bleache<l  yarn  were  received  from  India, 
being  an  increase  of  1,300  bales;  and  of  dyed  yarn,  3,200  bales,, 
an  increase  of  about  1,200  bales,  came  from  Continental  ports. 

Tile  imports  of  silk  piece  goods,  much  of  which,  is  of  mixed 
material,  amounted  to  403,600  pieces,  a  decrease  of  upwards  of 
20.000  pieces ;  but  the  average  price  in  1901  was  much  better 
than  for  1900. 

Of  woollen  cloth,  of  pure  and  mixed  quality,  30,000  pieces- 
were  imported,  a  falling  off  as  compared  with  the  previous  year 
of  some  8,000  pieces. 

The  imports  of  cement  reached  103,000  casks,  an  increase  of 
13,000  caxks.  Of  this  quantity  about  a  fifth  came  from  Hong 
Kong,  an  increase  as  compared  with  1900  of  upwards  of  50  per 
cent. ;  while  60,000  casks  were  received  from  the  United  King- 
dom against  40,000  in  the  preceding  year.  From  the  Continental 
ports  there  came  abont  30,000  casks,  about  the  same  quantity  as 
in  1900. 

The  quantity  <^  dynamit«  imported,  though  actually  of  small 
amount,  is  relatively  important.  Besides  the  Anglo-Swedish 
Xobel  brand  there  are  two  other  marks,  both  Oerman,  to  be 
found  in  this  market. 

Turning  now  to  exports,  we  find  that  the  shipments  of  tin 
again  increased  this  year  by  upwards  of  9  per  cent.,  reaching  a 
total  of  62,600  tons.  The  home  market  in  respect  of  this  article 
was  marked  by  violent  fluctuations  eoid  to  be  caused  t^  a  con- 
tinuous struggle  between  conflicting  interests.  On  the  whole,  a 
retrogade  movement  in  prices  may  be  said  to  have  t^en  place. 

Gambier  exports  have  st«adi1y  decreased  since  1897,  and  for 
the  year  under  review  amounted  to  40,000  tons.  The  quantit7~ 
exported  in  1901  decreaeed  1^  14  per  cent.,  but  the  average  price- 
of  bale  and  cube  gambier  combined  increased  by  36  per  cent. 
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The  sfaipment«  of  tapioca  autl  sagu  increased  6^  and  1^  per 
■cent.,  rPBpectively,  in  quantity;  biit  coffee  again  fell  off,  tliia 
"time  by  35  per  cent, ;  hides,  raw  ami  tanned,  the  export  o!  whiuli 
is  alleged  to  be  seriously  affected  by  high  freights,  fell  oft  by 
^  per  emit. 

The  export  of  horns  increased  in  quantil^. 
The  exports  of  spices  kept  well  up  to  the  level  of  thepreTioua 
jear.     Areca-nuts,  Mack  pepper,  and  nutm^s  exhibit  increasee 
of  4,  10  and  17  per  cent,  respectively.     In'  other  descriptions 
there  were  trifling  decreases  except  in  the  case  of  cloves. 

Shipments  of  copra  again  decreased,  the  decrease  as  compared 
with  the  results  of  1900  being  nearly  18  per  cent.  It  is  sug- 
gpsted  that  the  continued  decrease  in  the  shipments  of  this 
.-article  may  be  due  to  the  high  rates  of  freight  ruling  at  Singa- 
pore, possibly  combined  with  decreased  output  at  the  places 
•of  production. 

There  is  a  fair  increase  in  the  total  quantity  of  gums  exported. 
The  particular  articles  ,include<l  under  this  head,  in  which  the 
largest  decreases  are  seen,  are  guttapercha  and  rubbers  (except 
jelutong).  The  decrease  in  quantity  of  gutta  percha  is  com- 
pensated for  by  the  higher  prices  obtainable  for  the  finer 
<)uaHtiee,  due  to  purchases  made  on  account  of  the  cable  com- 
panies. The  output  of  jelntong  (pontianak)  rubber  increased 
'fiO  per  cent,  for  the  year. 

Rattans  exported  fell  off  from  37,000  tons  in  1900  to  30.900 
tons  in  1901,  a  decrease  of  lO}  per  cent. 

The  trade  in  preserved  pineapples  continues  to  steadily  iu- 
ccrease.  The  shipments  to  Europe  and  America  in  1901  reached 
a  total  of  400,000  cases,  75  per  cent,  of  which  went  to  the  United 
lEingdom. 

Ta.^pE   WITH   Othek   Countries. 

A  classification  of  the  trade  of  the  Colony  -  according  tu 
•countries  shows  that  159  per  cent,  is  with  the  T'nited  Kingdom, 
19'8  per  cent,  with  British  Possessions,  and  19"2  per  cent,  with 
the  Malay  Peninsula,  Sarawak  and  French  India,  the  last-men- 
tioned of  whkh  exports  chiefly  British  goods.  Thug  what  may 
be  called  British  trade  may  be  said  to  absorb  &4'9  per  cent,  of 
the  total  i^ainst  46'1  per  cent,  with  other  countries. 

Imporis  from  the  United  Kingdom  increased  by  4  per  cent. 
Cotton  piece  goods  acconated  for  an  increase  of  upwards  of  a 
miUiMi  dollars;  yarns  for  nearly  $760,000;  and,  itielegraph 
materials  for  f400,000. 

In  metals  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  Uiere  is  a 
marked  decrease,  especially  in  corrugated  iron,  steel,  bar  iron 
:and  machriserj';  aad  in  textiles  there  is  a  decreas^aiA'sairdngs.    ' 
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Exports  to  the  TJnited  Kingdom  decreased  by  nearly  11  (iit- 
eent.  Tin  showed  a  decrease  in  value  of  ?4,o(i(),0lJU;  peppei" 
upwardB  of  $800,000 ;  hides,  f600,000;  iudia  rubber  neaily 
♦400,000;  and  gutta  percha  nearly  |300,000.  There  was  o. 
decrease  in  value  also  in  su£;ar,  rattans,  rice,  and  liquid  fuel. 

The  onl7  articles. «xpDrted  to  titw  United  Kingdcm  in  which- 
important  increases  appear  are  gambler,  sago,  flour,  and  pre-  - 
served  fruits. 

The  increase  in  imports  from  the  contioeBt  of  Europe  is  only 
3  per  cent. ;  in  1900  the  increase  was  23  per  cent.  Germany,^ 
which  headed  the'list  for  1900  with  an  increase  of  30  per  cent., 
shows,  in  1901,  a  decrease  of  14  percent.  The  falling  off  in  the- 
importsfrom  Germany  is  in  all  principal  articles  except  crockery— 
ware,  and  is  especially  noticeable  in  apparel  and  hosiery,  nails, 
lamps  and  provisions. 

The  imports  from  Holland  show  a  decrease  as  compared  witb 
the  imports  of  1900.  The  falling  off  is  in  cotton  piece  goods, 
hai'dware.  tramway  materials  and  tobacco;  in  othei'  articles  an 
increase  appeared,  notably  in  gin. 

The  value  of  imports  from  Austria  nearly  doubled  in  amount,. 
sugar  alone  accounting  for  an  increase  of  $700,000.  The  value  - 
»f  the  imports  of  paper  exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year  by 
over  190,000. 

The  imports  from  France  also  show  a  reduction  in  value,  due- 
to  smaller  importations  of  umbrellas,  clocks,  and  watches.  The- 
import  of  brandy  increased. 

The  value  of  petrcJeum  introduced  from  Russia  shows  an 
increase. 

The  decreased  value  of  matches  irom  Swed«n  aeooimts  for 
the  most  part  for  the  decline  in  the  value  of  imports  from  ibxk 
country.  Apparel  from  Spain  exhibits,  as  was  the  oa»e  in  1900,,. 
an  increased  value. 

The  total  value  of  tiie  exports  to  the  contineni  of  Europe  fell' 
off,  as  compared  with  1900,  to  the  extent  of  less  than  one  per- 
cent. 

The  exports  to  France  fell  off  in  value  to  the  aniount  of  two* 
million  dollars,  tin  being  responsible  for  $&26,000  and  oopra  fm* 
$824,000.  followed  by  coffee  with  a  decrease  of  nearly  hsU  a. 
million  dollars  and,  at  a  distance,  by  hides,  gambier,  rattans, 
white  pepper  and  flake  tapioca.  The  only  article  exported  to' 
France  that  showed  a  marked  increase  is  gutta  perc&a. 

The  exports  to  Germany  and  Holland  also  declined  in  thIub. 
to  the  former  country  mainly  in  gutta  percha  and  copra  and  to' 
the  latter  counti7  in  tin  and  rattans. 

Tin  and  copra  of  greater  value  than  in  the  preceding  year  were- 
e.\norted  to  Italy  and  Russia  rrapeottTely,  ^ut  there  was  a  falUnfrr 
off  in  the  exyoit  at  oopn  to  Italy  and  of  peppev  to  Russia. 
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Tike  exports  of  tin  and  pepper  to  Aostria  ahow  u  inoreMe 
"while  oopra  showa  a  decrease. 

The  total  value  of  exports  to  Belgium  is  much  the  same  as 
-in  1900.  Tin  and  copra,  however,  show  a  decrease  of  nearly  a 
quai-ter  of  a  million  dollars,  the  decreaee  being  made  up  h? 
increases  oi  smaller  amount  in  various  other  articles. 

Tin- and  copra  are  responsible  for  the  increase  in  the  value  of 
exports  to  Spain. 

As  compared  with  1900,  the  import  trade  with  the  United 
.  States  of  America- shows  a  marked  decrease — a  decrease  in  value 
of  nearly  23  per  cent, — but  the  export  trade  was  in  a  veiy 
flourishing  condition,  the  increased  demand  fot  produce  for  ports 
of  the  United  States  of  America  being  doubtlcBs  due  to  the  great 
manufacturing  activity  of  that  couutry  as  well  as  to  the  very  low 
freights  offering  from  Singapore.  Tin  exports  increased  in 
value  by  $3,630,000 ;  black  pepper  by  nearly  one  million ;  jelu- 
tong  rubber  by  upwards  of  half  a  million ;  rattans  and  gambier 
showed  an  inci'ease  each  of  upwards  of  $310,000;  and  increases 
of  smaller  amount  appear  under  white  pepper,  gutta  percha  and 
tapiooa  pearl.  The  only  article  of  importance  in  which  there  was 
a  falling  off  is  cofiee. 

The  imports  from  the  Netherlands  India  show  a  decrease  as 
compared  with  1900  of  10  per  cent,  but  even  so  the  total  exceeds 
that  of  any  year  previous  to  1900.  The  principal  falling  off  is 
in  supplies  from  Sumatra  and  -Tava. 

From  Sumatra  there  is  a  falling  off,  amounting  in  the  segre- 
gate to  2}  millons  of  dollars,  in  nearly  all  the  chief  artioles  of 
produce— gutta  percha,  petroleum,  fish,  tobacco,  rubber  and 
rattans. 

From  Java  Uiere  is  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  imports  of  gutta, 
-coffee,  ground-nuts,  kachang  oil  and  saronga,  while  rattans  show 
a  fair  increase. 

The  imports  from  Dutch  Borneo  though  in  the  aggregate 
slightly  below  the  amount  of  the  imports  of  the  preceding  year 
were  on  the  whole  well  maintained.  Copra  increaeed  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  $700,000,  and  gutta  percha  by  an  almost  equal 
amount;  rattans  decreased  by  $700  000,  Borneo  rubber  by  nearly 
$300,000,  and  petroleum  with  residue  by  a  still  larger  sum. 

The  trade  with  the  Celebes  eriualled  in  value  that  of  1900 ;  the 
imports  from  the  Dutch  islands  increased. 

The  principal  articles  imported  from  the  Celebes  which  show  a 
falling  ofE  are  copra  and  rattans ;  nutmegs,  dammar,  and  precious 
stones  show  an  increase. 

From  the  Dutoh  islands  was  received  more  tin.ore,  petroleum 
and  gambier,  but  less  (in  value)  of  c(qira  and  pepper. 

From  Acheen  the  imports,  mainly  into  Penang,  show  a  de- 
•crease  in  areca-nuts,  black  pepper  and  gutta  percha. 
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Tlie  imports  fn>m  Bali  decresaed  by  upwards  of  t&00,000  is* 
coffee,  hy  f400,000  in  copra,  and  to  a  smaller  extent  in  raw 
cotton ;  tht>  imports  of  cattle  increased  in  value. 

The  value  of  copra  brought  from  the  Natunas  and  Anambe^ ' 
lilands  increased  by  (200,000;  while  from  Rhio  there  was  a. 
falling  oS  ia  cube  gambier  and  in  pepper. 

The  exports  from  the  Colony  to  the  Netherlands  India  in- 
creaned  ae  compared  with  the  exports  of  1900  by  nearly  6^  per  ■ 
cent. 
This  increase  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  increased  ex- 
ports to  Java  of  rice,  the  export  of  which  exceeded  the  export 
of  1900  by  nearly  f4,000,000.  All  the  other  principal  articles . 
of  export  to  Java,  except  earthenware,  show  a  decrease,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  some  $1,500,000. 

Bice  was  exported  te  Sumatra  and  to  Dutch  Borneo  also  in. 
increased  quantities ;  but  cotton  piece  goods  and  sugar  exported 
to  these  places  showed  a  decrease. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  export  to  Achinese  ports  of  cotton  i 
piece  goods,  confectionery,  rice,  opium,  and  cattle. 

The  export  trade  with  Bali,  Natunas  Islands  and  Bhio  calls 
for  no  remark  except  that  in  the  case  of  the  first  named  there 
was  a  decrease  in  piece  goods  and  opium. 

The  value  of  imports  from  British  India  as  a  whole  is  much  the 
same  as  in  1900.  Taken  separately,  however,  a  decrease  appears 
in  the  imports  from  all  parts  of  that  Empire  with  the  exception 
of  Burma.     Bice  is  responsible  for  the  increase  from  Burma. 

The  decrease  of  two  million  dollars  in  imports  from  Calcutte 
is  made  up  of  a  diminutiott  in.  the  value  of  imports  of  opium 
and  of  gunnies  in  nearly  equal  proportions. 

Imports  from  Madras  decreased  by  upwards  of  a  milliuLi 
dollars,  towards  which  cotton  piece  goods  contributed  some 
f  800,000.  There  was  a  decrease  also  in  oil  cakes,  cattle  and  goat 
skins ;  in  sarongs  there  was  an  increase. 

The  volume  of  exports  to  India  increased  about  3|  per  cent,  as 
c<imparpd  with  an  increase  of  15  per  cent,  in  1900. 

In  respect  of  exporte  to  Bombay  and  to  Calcutta  there  was  a 
decrease ;  the  decrease  in  the  exports  to  Bombay  being  in  coifee, 
gum  benjamin  and  pearl  sago,  while  there  was  an  increase  in 
both  rice  and  tin.  In  the  case  of  exports  to  Calcutta,  areoa- 
nuts  fell  ofF  to  the  extent  of  upwards  of  half  a  million  dollars, 
pepper  to  the  amonnt  of  f  110, 000;  gambier,  sugar  and  tin  each' 
f  100,000 ;  in  sticklac  there  was  a  large  increase. 

The  increase  of  $700,000  in  the  case  of  Madras  is  mainly  ac- 
counted tor  by  the  increased  value  of  cotton  piece  goods  sent 
from  Fenang — an  increase  of  upwards  of  $600,000.  There  were' 
increases  of  smaller  amount  in  oreca-nuts  and  tin,  whil*- 
petroleum  exported  decreased  in  value  by  $100,000. 
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Of  ihe  advance  in  value  of  nearly  one  milHon  dollars  in  goods 
despatched  to  Burmese  porta  fish,  dry  and  salted,  contributed 
apiwards  of  half  a  million  dollars ;  increases  are  also  to  be  noted 
in  areca-nuts,  cnny-stuffs,  matches,  hides  and  rice,  while  raw 
silk  and  Chineao  preserrea  show  a  falling  off. 

The  value  of  imports  from  the  East  Malay  Peninsula  increased 
by  3J  per  cent,  while  exports  increased  by  |230,000 — equal  to 
nearly  14  per  cent.  There  was  increase  in  the  value  of  fiah, 
cattle,  padi  and  birds'  nest^  imported,  but  a  decrea.se  in  refined 
tin,  copra  and  swine.  Much  of  the  copra  that  used  to  come  to 
Singapore  for  shipment  now  finds  its  way  to  Bangkok.  In  the 
matter  of  exports  there  was  an  advance  in  value  of  cotton  goods 
and  yam,  rice  alone  showing  a  falling  ofF. 

From  the  West  Malay  States  the  imports  increased  in  value  by 
nearly  |5,8fl0,000  dollars,  or  nearly  10  per  cent.  Prom  Selangor 
alone  the  increase  is  |3, 372, 000.  Tin  ore  gave  an  increased 
value  of  13,700,000 ;  tin,  an  increase  of  |2,400,000 ;  and  gambier 
nearly  a  million  dollars.  A  heavy  decrease  occurred  in  pepper 
imported  and,  though  of  less  moment,  in  rice. 

The  exportH  show  a  net  increase  of  upwards  of  $300,000,  equal 
to  about  one  per  cent.  Eioe  exported  inoreaeed  in  value  nearly 
1900,000,  and  Benares  opium  decreased  by  |200,000 ;  other  fluc- 
tuations though  numerous  are  unimportant. 

The  imports  from  Siam  and  the  Siamese  States  increased  by 
some  14,600,000,  equal  to  scoae  33  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the 
imports  of  1900. 

Tin  fell  off  by  upwards  of  a  million  dollars,  but  rice  ac- 
counted for  an  increase  of  ?6,-300,OO0,  The  imports  of  cattle 
decreased  by  $250,000;  pepper,  too,  decreased,  though  to  a 
smaller  extent,  but  in  fish  there  was  an  increase  of  nearly  half 
a  million  dollars  and  in  padi  an  increase  of  |I60,000. 

The  exports  increased  by  lOJ  per  cent.  Cotton  piece  goods 
show  an  increase  of  nearly  $600,000 ;  gunnies  nearly  $500,000 ; 
yams  upwards  of  $250,000 ;  and  sarongs  upwards  of  $235,000. 
In  the  value  of  exports  of  apparel  and  of  sugar  there  was  a  fair 
increase,  while  in  ric^  and  petroleum  are  to  be  found  the  chief 
decreases. 

The  imports  from  French  Indo-China  decreased  by  31  per 
cent. — nearly  $2,200,000,  of  which  rice  was  responsible  for  close 
on  $2,000,000. 

Exports  decreased  upwards  of  12  per  cent. — $370,000,  of  which 
$325,000  were  for  gunnies,  $32,000  for  sharks'  fins,  and  $25,000 
for  opium. 

The  total  value  of  imports  from  Hong  Kong  and  China  re- 
mained about  the  same ;  there  were  many  fluctuations  in  the  wav 
of  both  increase  and  decrease,  but  Kone  calliiu;  for  special 
comment. 
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The  ezpcnrts  increaged  in  value  upvards  of  11  per  cent.,  or 
12,100,000,  The  more  important  increases  were  in  sugar  and 
sugar  candy,  |1,400,000 ;  petroleum,  $700,000 ;  black  pepper 
and  other  artjclea.  On  the  other  hand,  there  ie  a  decrease  in  tin 
(|>500,000),  ground-nuts,  rattans,  padi,  etc. 

The  imports  from  Australia  decreased  upwards  of  10  per  cent, 
the  decrease  being  due  chiefly  to  reduced  imports  of  tin  ore  and 
coal.  The  value  of  sandalwood  imported  was  nearly  doubled  aa 
compared  with  the  imports  of  the  preceding  year;  the  value  of 
the  imports  of  wheat  flour  also  increased  largely. 

The  total  value  of  exports  to  Australia  shows  a  slight  increase. 
In  the  value  of  prepared  opium  there  is  an  important  increase, 
but  in  rice  and  pearl  tapioca  a  decrease. 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  Japan  increased  upwards  of  6 
per  cent,  the  advance  being  accounted  for  by  the  increased 
values  of  coal,  jinrikishas,  cigars  and  matches. 

The  exports  decreased  upwards  of  21  per  cent.,  the  decrease 
being  visible  chiefly  in  petroleum,  while  rice  and  indigo  show 
increases. 

General  Observations  on  Trade. 

The  feature  of  the  trade  as  judged  from  the  total  values  of 
imports  and  exports  is  a  want  of  expansion.  While  there  has 
been  no  going  back  there  has  been  an  absence  of  the  forward 
movement  so  observable  in  preceding  years,  and  so  far  as  an 
opinion  can  be  formed  from  flgures  practically  no  progress  was 
made. 

While  this  was  the  case  with  respect  to  the  goods  and  produce 
trade  of  the  Colony  a  very  different  condition  of  atfairs  held  good 
in  respect  of  the  shipping  trade.  Of  the  large  increase  in  the 
tonnage  of  shipping  entered  and  cleared  at  ports  in  the  Colony, 
the  British  shipping  of  the  United  Kingdom  comes  first  with  an 
increase  of  tonnage  of  800,000  tons,  then  Germany  with  an 
increase  of  480,000  tons,  Bussia  310,000  tons,  and  Norway  and 
Sweden  with  145,000  tons. 

Towards  the  end  of  1901  the  Registrar  of  Imports  and  Exports 
was,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
entrusted  with  the  duty  of  corresponding  with  the  newly-created 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the 
subject  of  commercial  matters  affecting  the  Colony,  and  was  em- 
powered to  reply  directly  or  through  that  department  to  em- 
Tiuiries  made  from  home  l^  merchants  and  muiufacturers. 

Several  of  his  reports  on  trade  matters  have  appeared  from 
time  to  time  in  the  columns  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal, 
and  it  will  no  doubt  be  found  to  be  to  the  advanfage  of  British 
trade  that  such  an  appointment  should  exist  in  so  important  a 
trade  centre  as  this. 
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MINES,  MANUTACTURES,  AND  FISHERIES. 

There  are  ao  mineB  of  importance  in  tiie  Colony,  thougli 
deposits  of  tin  exist  in  the  Bindings  and  Malacca.  The  output 
of  alluvial  tin  from  Malacca  in  1901  was  valued  at  $1,396. 
Prospectors  from  Selangor  and  Perak  have  visited  parte  of  tJiia 
Settlement  and  possibly  the  industry  may  be  revived. 

The  Straits  Trading  Company,  irho  own  the  enormous  smelt- 
ing works  at  Pulau  Brani  at  the  entrance  to  Singapore  Harbour, 
have  also  erected  large  tin  smelting  works  at  Butterworth  in 
Province  Wellesl^.  The  erection  of  buildings  was  carried  on 
there  throughout  tiie  year,  and  this  indostry  promises  to  be  one 
of  great  extent  and  importance. 

Large  establishments  for  the  tinning  of  pineapples  exist  m 
Singapore,  and  the  area  planted  for  this  purpose  has  increased. 

A  large  Chinese  biscuit  factory  exists  and  appears  to  be 
prospering. 

The  fisheries  of  the  Colony  are  very  rich  and  give  occupation 
to  B-  large  nnmber  of  people.  Most  of  the  fish  caught  near 
Singapore  and  Penaug  is  consumed  fresh.  That  caught  near 
the  Bindings  is  salted  for  consumption  in  Penang  and  Perak. 
In  Penang  and  Malacca  large  quantities  of  a  species  of  shrimp 
are  manufactured  into  "  belachan  "  a  favourite  native  condiment 
for  eating  mth  curry. 


AGRICFLTUBAL  INDUSTRIES  AND    BOTANICAL 
STATIONS. 

Coco-nuts  are  very  widely  grown  throughout  the  Colony,  the 
largest  plantations  existii^  in  Penang  and  Province  Wellesley. 
During  the  past  year  they  attained  the  highest  price  known  for 
many  years,  viz.,  $37  per  1,000  nutn. 

Singapore  is  not  an  agricultural  Settlement,  but  coco-nuts  are 
grown  round  the  coast,  and  pineapples,  which  are  used  to  supply 
the  tinning  manufactories,  cover  most  of  the  hills  within  easy 
reach  of  the  town.  Indigo  is  grown  for  local  use  in  dyeing  the 
cloth  used  by  the  Chinese,  and  there  are  also  some  small  plMita- 
tions  of  pepper  and  the  betel-vine  (Sireh). 

In  Penang  and  Province  Wellesley  after  coco-nuts  and  padi, 
the  chief  product  is  sugar  from  European  and  Chinese  estates, 
the  former  being  the  largest  and  most  important  and  being  fur- 
nished with  the  To.i3st  modem  machinery.  Tapioca  is  grown  on 
one  large  European -owned  estate,  and  spices  (nutmegs  and  cloves) 
are  cultivated  by  Chinese  on  the  hills.  Most  of  the  sugar 
el2411  B  2 
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estates  «u£Fered  severely  from  the  excesuTe  dronglit  during  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year,  while  the  nutmeg  plantations 
"Were  Tisited  by  disease. 

Large  fruit  plantations  also  exist,  which  supply  the  towns  in 
'tbu  Settlement  and  Perak. 

Eubber  cultivation  is  steadily  increasing  and  has  been 
organized  to  a  coiuiderable  extent  by  somd  of  the  larger  land- 
lu^dera. 

lu  pursuance  of  the  recently  instituted  policy  of  encouraging 
agriculture  among  the  native  population  of  the  Colony  by  the 
holding,  with  the  assistance  of  Government,  of  an  Agricultural 
Show  in  some  one  of  the  Settlements  annually,  a  Show,  similar 
to  that  held  in  Province  Wellesley  in  1899,  was  opened  at  Penang 
in  August.  It  was  well  attended  and  was  in  every  way  sue- 
cessful.  The  proposed  Show  at  Jasin  in  Malacca  was  postponed, 
-owing  to  bad  harvests  and  sickness  among  the  cattle. 

In  Malacca  there  are  large  and  profitable  tapioca  estates  owned 
exclusively  by  Chinese.  The  method  of  cultivation  is  wasteful, 
Porest  land  is  cleared  and  planted  with  three  or  four  crops  (the 
plant  takes  from  18  to  24  months  to  mature)  and  then  aban- 
doned. Much  land,  however,  is  fit  for  cultivation  again  after 
lying  fallow  from  16  to  30  years,  and  it  haa  as  yet  been  found 
impossible  to  cultivate  tapioca  prtfitably  in  this  Settlement  in 
any  other  manner. 

Coco-nuta  are  largely  grown  along  the  littoral,  and  the  Malay 
population  plant  padi  sufScient  for  their  own  consumption.  A 
certain  quantity  of  rice  has  always  to  be  imported  for  the  Chinese 
in  the  town  and  on  the  large  estates. 

Malacca  is  famed  for  its  fruit  and  is  one  of  the  chief  sources 
■of  the  fruit  supply  of  Singapore. 

The  tea  estate  at  Dunan  Tunggal  continues  to  produce  tea  ikE 
good  quality. 

Kubber  is  attracting  the  attention  of  Chinese  estate  owners, 
and  is  being  largely  planted  on  the  Bukit  Asahan  estate,  owned 
by  a  Chinese  syndicate,  and  at  Durian  Tunggal.  Both  para 
rubber  {Hevea  Braziliemii)  and  India  rubber  {Fieus  dattiea) 
thrive  in  the  Settlement.  Experimental  tappings  of  Fiout 
■daslica  have  already  taken  place  with  good  results 

The  plantations  of  gutta  percha-producing  trees  started  in  the 
Colony  last  year  were  supplied  with  no  less  than  from  thirty  to 
forty  thousand  seedlings  and  saplings  which  were  divided  be- 
tween the  three  Settlements.  It  is  noticeable  that  the 
gutta  percha  tree  was  seen  in  iruit  during  the  year  1901  for  the 
first  time  on  record. 
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SHIPPING. 


Tbe  total  toanage  of  merchaiit  TesHls  arriTing  and  departing- 
WB«  16^9,704,  as  compared  with  14,'469,406  in  1900.  The  light 
dues  amounted  to  fl7S,872.62. 

FoTir  hundred  and  Beven^-seven  new  vessels,  aggregating- 
10,619  tons,  were  built  in  Singapore  during  the  year. 


LEGISLATION. 

The  year  1901  was  not  characterized  by  many  important 
additions  to  the  Statute  Book.  Twenty-one  Oi'dinances  were 
passed,  of  which  eleven  contained  amendments  of  previous  enact- 
ments. 

Three  of  the  Ordinances  deal  with  land,  namely  one  (No.  1) 
validating  and  legalizing  Leases  of  Foreshores  and  Submerged 
Lands,  another  for  the  Improvement  of  Agricultural  Lands  (No. 
II.),  and  a  third  to  provide  for  a  better  system  of  transferring 
rights  in  Customary  Land  in  Malacca  (Xo.  TIL). 

Ordinance  No.  Y.  of  1901  consolidates  and  amends  the  pre- 
viously existing  law  as  to  granting  pensions  to  the  widows  or 
children  of  deceased  public  officers. 

Another  Ordinance  of  some  importance  regulates  the  transit 
cl  cattle  and  other  live  stock  by  sea.  The  immediate  cause  of 
the  introduction  of  this  measure  was  the  cruel  treatment  of  cattle 
ID  the  trade  between  Singapore  and  Bangkok,  due  to  the  animals 
being  stowed  on  deck  and  between  decks,  without  proper  pens 
to  keep  them  from  being  maimed  and  disabled  in  rough  weaker. 


EDUCATION. 


The  schools  of  the  Colony  are  divided  into  two  classes — 
Vernacular  schools,  nearly  all  for  Malays  and  directly  managed 
and  financed  by  the  Government,  and  English  achooh,  mostly 
managed  by  private  bodies  and  receiving  grants-in-aid  from  the 
Government  There  are,  however,  a  few  Government  English 
schools  and  a  few  grant-in-aid  schools  where  Tamil  or  Chinese 
are  taught. 

There  are  29  schools  in  which  English  only  is  taught,  7  in 
which  English  and  Tamil  are  taught;  2  in  which  Tamil  only, 
2  in  which  Chinese  only,  and  161  in  which  Malay  only  is  taught. 

The  expenditure  on  Government  English  schools  wlas  $29,935, 
on  aided  schools  (English,  Anglo- Tamil,  Tamil,  and  Chinese) 
179,350,  and  on  the  Government  Malay  schools,  173,393. 
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Two  Queen's  ScholarshipB  of  a  value  not  exceeding  £250  a 
year  tenable  up  to  five  years,  are  awarded  annually  on  the 
results  of  the  Cambridge, Senior  Local  Examination.  Local 
Oovemment  Scholarships,  and  Industrial  ScholarBliips,  for  iha 
encouragement  of  boys  taking  up  engineering  or  surveying,  are 
also  given. 

A  Training  College  for  Malay  teachers  for  the  Colony  and 
Federated  Malay  States  is  making  satisfactory  progress  in 
Malacca.  The  cost  for  the  year  was  (6,805.  Twenty-eight 
studenta  pa^ed  out  in  December,  1901. 

A  Training  College  for  teachers  in  English  schools  is  shortly 
to  be  opened. 

A  Bill  was  introduced  during  the  year  to  make  attendance 
at  school  compulsory  on  boys  living  within  a  certain  radius  of  a 
school  where  a  free  education  is  provided  in  their  own  language. 

This  will  apply  chiefiy  to  Malays.  It  had  not  yet  been 
brought  into  force  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

HOSFITAI^. 

Except  Ulb  Chinese  hosjntal  at  Singapore,  all  the  geoeial 
hospitals  in  the  Colony  are  under  Government  management. 
The  hospitals  on  the  sugar  estates  in  Province  Wellesley,  main- 
tained by  the  planters,  are  frequently  visited  by  Government 
(^cers.  In  1901,  the  principal  causes  of  admission  were 
malaria,  beri-beri,  and  venereal  diseases,  the  first  two  less  and 
the  last  being  more  prevalent  than  in  1900. 

The  hospitals,  exclusive  of  the  lunatic  asylum,  received 
throughout  the  year  25,154  patients.  The  Government  main- 
tains a  lunatic  asylum  at  Singapore  and  a  leper  asylum  on 
Pulau  Jerejak  near  Penang. 

Cases  of  beri-beri  occurred  in  the  Singapore  Asylum  through- 
out the  year,  which  led  to  a  seaside  establishment  for  female 
patients  being  organized  at  Pasir  Panjang,  about  five  miles  from 
the  town,  with  satisfactory  results. 

Eefobicatoey. 

A  Reformatory  was  opened  early  in  the  year,  seven  miles  from 
the  town  of  Singapore.  At  first  an  insufficient  boundary  fence 
allowed  a  number  of  the  boys  to  escape.  A  wall  has  mm.  been 
built  enclosing  the  buildings.  At  tho  end  of  the  year  there  were 
28  boys  in  the  reformatory,  learning  carpentry  or  shoe-making, 
as  well  as  reading  and  writing  in  Romanised  Malay.  The  ex- 
penditure OD  this  institution  amounted  to  |7,977. 
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Satinqb  Bank. 

Tkere  was  a  large  iacreaae  in  Savings  B«nk  transactioiiB,  as 
eompared  with  the  preceding  year,  and  the  amount  standing  to 
the  credit  of  depositors  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  $487,098,  an 
inoreaee  of  $52,518  as  compared  with  1900.  The  deposits 
amounted  to  $361,694,  and  withdmwals  to  $321,708. 

The  total  investmente  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to 
$476,486,  the  particulars  of  which  are  as  follows :  — 

Indian  3^  per  cent,  rupee  paper,  $273,391. 

Singapore  Municipal  Debenture  Stock    $48,000,   bearing 

interest  at  5   per  cent.,   and   $71,500  at  4  per  cent.— 

$119,500. 
Fixed  Deposits  at  tlie  Chartered  Bank,  bearing  interest  at 

4  per  cent.,  $28,600. 
Gape  Stock,  bearing  interest  at  3  per  cent.,  $8,516. 
Queensland  Stock,  bearing  interest  at  3  per  cent.,  $10,000. 
South  Australian  Stock,   bearing  interest  at  3  per  cent., 

$21,044. 
Zanzibar  Government  3  per  cent,  guaranteed  loan,  $15,535. 


POLICE. 

Two  superintendents  of  police  and  one  chief  detective  in- 
spector retired  on  pension  in  the  course  of  the  year  1901. 

One  inspector  resigned. 

One  chief  inspector  reverted  to  first  class  inspector. 

One  chief  inspector  was  promoted  to  chief  detective  inspector. 

Two  first  class  inspectors  were  promoted  to  cbief  inspectors. 

One  first  class  inspector  was  promoted  to  acting  chief  in- 
spector. 

One  inspector  was  reduced  to  sergeant  for  six  montbs. 

One  chief  inspector  and  two  inspectors  went  on  leave. 

One  sergeant  was  promoted  to  inspector. 

Three  sergeants  were  acting  as  inspectors. 

Three  sergeants  Tere  reduced  to  constables. 

One  sergeant  and  five  European  police  constables  were  dis- 
missed. 

The  following  increases  in  the  Sikh  contingent  were  provided 
for  to  supply  a  small  Police  Force  at  Christmas  Island; — 
One  corporal. 
Seven  constables. 
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The  wHole  Sikh  coatingeat  has  been  fairly  kept  up  to  strength. 

The  detachment  of  Sikha  formerly  stationed  at  the  Dindings 

w'&a  relieved  by  Malaya  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  fever 

there. 

B«cruiting  for  the  Malay  contingent  was  on  the  whole  slightly 

better  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Thirty  Malays  were  transferred  from  Malacca  to  Singapore  for 

duty. 

The  Detective  Force  worked  fairly  well- 
There  were  tweaty-five  eases  of  murder  and  twenty-four  cases 

of  gang-robbery  reported. 


VITAL  STiTISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  Colony  which  was  512,342  according  to 
the  Census  of  1891  was  returned  by  the  Census  of  1901  as 
672,249,  During  the  year  1901  there  were  regiatered  14,568 
births,  of  which  7,573  were  of  male  and  6,995  of  female  children. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  22,876  a«  compared  with 
22,385  in  1900. 

The  public  health  of  the  Colony  was  not  very  good,  the  death- 
rate  39*85  being  high,  though  only  slightly  higher  than  that 
for  1900,  which  stood  at 3946. 

Zymotic  disease  wsa  not  very  prevalent  in  the  Colony  as  com- 
pared with  last  year.  In  Singapore  149  cases  of  cholera,  of 
which  146  proved  fatal,  were  reported.  Xo  cases  were  reported 
'in  the  other  Settlements.  The  cases  of  gmall-poz  were  consider- 
ably less  than  in  the  previous  year,  viz. :  — 


^eiiienient. 

1900. 

1901. 

o^ 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Signapore          

Penang  and  Province  Wellesley 
Malao^ ... 

220 
297 
89 

91 
77 
16 

62 
*1 

4 

14 
15 
) 

In  Singapore  and  Feuang  the  general  arrangements  forsanita^ 
tion  and  conservancy  are  carried  out  by  the  Municipalities. 
Both  places  have  a  good  water  supply ;  but  there  is  a  certain, 
amount  of  overcrowding  in  the  towns.  The  town  of  Malacca  and 
the  villages  of  Balik  Fulau,  Bukit  Mertajam,  Butterworth,  Frai 
(and  the  adjacent  sugar  estate)  and  Nibong  Tebal,  enjoy  water 
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snppUoB  from  OoTemment  reaervoirs.  Tluwe  in  ProTince 
Wellesley  however  require  certain  improTemeats,  wkich  are  to 
be  carried  oat  during  the  next  two  years. 

Gldutz. 

The -mean  rainfall  waa,  in  inches,  8356  in  Singapore;  136'04 
in  Fenang;  8968  in  the  Dindings;  105*63  in  Province  "Wel- 
lesley ;  and  S7'13  in  Malacca.  The  greatest  fall  in  24  houra  wba 
7'60  inches  at  Malacca  on  the  6th  February. 


POSTAL,  TELEGBAPH,  AND  TELEPHONE  SERVICE. 

An  unuBUally  heavy  jacrease  is  recorded  in  the  weight  of  the 
maik  which  paeaed  through  the  hands  of  the  Postal  Department 
during  the  year  1901,  as  compared  w^th  1900.  Insurance  and 
Parcel  Poet  branches,  as  also  the  Chinese  Sub-Post  Office,  con- 
tinue to  show  steady  progress.  The  Postal  Revenue  amounted 
to  1246,616  as  compared  with  J233,4"8  in  1900.  The  expendi- 
ture charged  to  19U1  was  |223,479,  an  increase  of  |13,784  over 
the  expenditure  of  the  previous  year.  The  Money  Order  busi- 
ness continues  to  increase.  The  transactions  in  sterling  amounted 
to  £17,049,  in  Indian  currency  to  Bs.  1,824,673,  and  in  local 
Currency  to  {366,239 ;  the  total  business  done  thus  aggregating- 
(1,789,794,  and  showing  a  distinct  advance  upon  the  total  of 
f  1,729,791  for  the  year  1900. 

The  telegraphs  in  Penang  and  Province  Wellesley,  and  also 
the  inland  telegraphs  in  Malacca,  all  of  which  are  connected 
with  the  Government  system  in  the  Federated  Malay  States,  are 
the  {Hvperty  of  Government 

Singapore  possesses  a  well-organized  telephone  system  worked 
by  the  Oriental  Electric  and  Telephone  Company,  which  also 
works  and  maintains  the  Government  telephone  lines  connecting 
the  Government  oflSces,  police  stations,  &c. 

In  Penang,  Province  Wellesley  and  Malacca,  Government 
maintains  its  own  lines.  In  Fenang  there  are  136^  miles  of 
service  telephone  tines,  of  which  49J  miles  are  connected  with 
the  Public  Exchange  and  87  miles  not  so  connected.  The  mile- 
age of  subscribers'  lines  connected .  with  ihe  exchange  is  106^ 
miles.  The  Telephone  Exchange  which  is  worked  by  Govern- 
ment was  opened  in  Penang  on  the  1st  March  with  60  sub- 
scribers. On  the  3l8t  December  there  were  105  subscribers' 
lines  and  32  service  lines  connected. 
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The  gamsou  of  Singapore  oonsiets  i>f  His  Majesty's  Regular 
forces  and  Asiatic  artillery.     No  militia  force  exists. 

A  valuable  Volunteer  Artillery  force,  111  strcmg,  exists  in 
Singapore.  Only  Europeans  are  enlisted  in  it.  Its  inincipal 
armament  consists  of  a  complete  battery  of  six  3'6  inch  R.M.L. 
screw  guns,  utilised  with  7  pr,  limbers  ba  a  field  battery  with 
pony  draught.  It  also  possesses  four  Maxim  guns  ('46)  in  the 
nee  ci  which  it  is  proficient.  A  Volunteer  Rifle  corps,  173  strong, 
also  exists,  composed  of  Europeans.  A  company  of  Eurasians 
and  a  company  of  Straits-born  Chinese,  each  100  strong,  was 
also  orgtinized  during  the  year.  These  three  corps  are  armed 
with  Lee-Enfield  rifles  and  aword  bayonets.  A  Volunteer  Engi- 
neer corps,  composed  of  Europeans,  and  a  cadet  corps,  are  in 
process  of  formation.  A  Volunteer  infantry  corps,  150  strong, 
also  exists  in  Penang,  and  one  is  in  process  of  formatioQ  in 
Malacca.  The  armanent  ctmsists  of  Martini-Enfield  rifies  with 
sword  bayonets. 

l^e  constabulary  force  numbers  nearly  2,000  men,  of  whom 
more  than  300  are  Sikhs.    Iliey  are  well  drilled  and  armed. 


PUBLIC  WORKS. 

During  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  carrying  on  of  works  pre- 
viously commenced,  a  considerable  number  of  new  projects  were 
undertaken.  Owing  to  the  large  demand  for  skilled  labour  on 
all  sides,  prices  have  advanced  and  progress  on  Public  Works 
was  not  so  expeditaous  as  could  be  desired. 

In  the  Budget  were  entered  three  large  items  wliich  it  wa« 
found  advisable  to  postpoae.  These  were  the  construction  of  the 
light  house  at  Pulau  Aor,  canal  io  Kei^l  Harbour,  and  erection 
of  a  new  museum  and  libraiy. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Colony  secured  the  services 
of  Mr.  Matthews,  O.M.O.,  of  the  firm  of  Coode,  8mx,  and 
Matthews,  to  visit  the  Colony  and  report  upon  harbour  improve- 
ments for  the  three  Settlements. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  works  of  maintenance  of  roads  and 
buildings  the  following  projects  were  completed  during  the 
year: — 
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Quarters  for  coolies,  Tanali  Merah  magazioe. 

Magazine  pier,  Tanab  Merah. 

Quarters  for  mandore  in  charge  of  planting  of  gutta  percha, 
Bukit  Timah. 

Completion  of  the  new  civil  prison. 

New  quarters  for  boarding  ofilicers.  Marine  Department, 

Erection  of  a  furnace  battery  and  the  addition  of  a  double 
roof  to  the  Government  analyst's  office. 

Temporary  beri-beri  ward  for  female  patients,  Pasir 
Fanjang. 

Erection  of  a  building  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Palmer  to  con- 
tain the  Singapore  diainfector. 

Temporary  ward  at  the  Leper  Asylum,  Seranggong,  to  ac- 
commodate leper  patients. 

Construction  of  an  esaminatioD.  depot  for  immigrants  at 
Telok  Ayer. 

Quarters  for  boatmen  and  gardeners,  Christmas  Island. 

Pn^^ress  was  also  made  on  the  following  works  and  buil- 
•dings:  — 

Quarters  for  the   Superintendent  of  Works  and  Surveys, 

Singapore. 
New  light  house  on  Fort  Canning. 

B«cIamation  on  sea  face  between  the  mole  near  the  drill 
hall  and  Johnston's  pier. 

Alterations  to  Supreme  Court. 

Quarters  at  ChriBtmaa  Island  for  the  district  officer,  inter- 
preter, and  police. 

Improvemeuts  to  the  riSe  range,  Balestier  Plain. 

Dredging  Singapore  Kiver  and  removing  rocks  near  the 

entrance. 
Alterations  to  the  General  Post  Office. 
Completion  of  Telok  Ayer  sea  wall  and  reclamation  to  Fort 

Palmer  Point. 

Under  "  roads,  atreeta,  bridges  and  canals,"  the  following  works 
-were  completed :  — 

Portable  light  railway  and  trucks  for  construction  work. 
Construction  of  a  road  from  the  municipal  limit  on  Alex- 
andra Bead  to  near  the  tenth  mile  on  Beformatory  Road. 
Additional  culvert  on  the  Kranji  Road  at  10^  mile. 
New  road  from  Tanjong  Katong  to  Bedoh. 
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Penano. 

The  following  works  aad  buildings  were  completed  during  tlii.'- 
year: — 

Duplicating  syphon  across  Prai  River. 
Xew  qiuurters  for  Lascars  near  the  Marine  PolicL-  quartern. 
Erection  of  quarters  for  Yetfirinary  Inspector- 
Constructing  separate  lavatory  for  ofScers'  quarters.  General 

Hospital. 
Quarters  for  Chinese  interpreters,  Prison  Department. 
Erection  of  servants'  quarters,  Leper  Asylum,  Pulau  Jerejak. 
Teacher's  quarters,  Kuala  Prai  Vernacular  School. 
Quarters  for  chief  clerk  and  interpreter,  Butterworth. 
Erection  of  clerks'  quarters,  Niboog  Tebal. 
Erection   of   a  brick  building  for  district   office,   Nihong 

Tebal. 
Erection  of  two  cells,  General  Hospital. 
Erecting  four  houses  for  public  officers. 
Additions  to  jetty  sheds. 
Erection  of  building  to  contain  a  disinfector. 
Construction  of  quarters  for  Sikhs. 
Screw  pile  beacon. 

Progress  was  also  made  on  the  following  works  and  buil- 
dings:— 

Weld  Quay  reclamation. 
Snngei  Finang  reclamation. 
Extension  of  Gov^iuaent  offices. 
Erection  of  new  Supreme  Court. 
Exchange  and  club  building. 
Erection  of  goods  shed  on  Kew  Reclamation. 
New  reservoir,  quarantine  station. 

Reconstruction  of  Marine  Felice  and  Harbour  Master's  De- 
partment buildings. 
Drill  hall  for  Fenang  Volunteers- 
Reclamation  north  of  new  iron  pier. 

Malacca. 

Quarters  for  six  married  constables  were  built  at  the  Central 
Station. 

A  detailed  survey  of  the  proposed  Malacca-Tampin  railway 
was  made. 
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Progress  was  made  ia  widening  the  entrance  to  tlie  Malacca 
River,  oa  tlie  construction  of  quarters  for  forester  at  Ayer  Soroli 
and  on  the  erection  of  frontier  pillars  on  the  Malacca-Johol 
frontier. 

The  principal  work  carried  out  on  roads  has  been  the  exten- 
sion of  the  frontier  road  to  Relau,  a  short  length  of  road  to 
-connect  Sungei  Bharu  with  the  Sungei  Bharu — Kuala  Linggi 
road  near  the  STth  mile,  and  a  bridge  at  Sungei  Kambei.  The 
Johore  Government  paid  half  of  the  cost  of  the  last  item.  A 
deviation  was  also  completed  between  the  17th  and  ISth  miles 
on  the  Tampin  road,  and  three  new  coolie  lines  were  erected. 

The  usual  maintenance  services  were  carried  out  on  buildings, 
roads,  and  bridges. 


IMMIGRATION. 


During  the  year  immigration  from  Hong  Kong  was  prahibited 
from  the  end  of  May  to  the  beginning  of  August.  Amoy  and 
Swato<w  were  both  declared  infected  but  immigration .  was  not 
prohibited.  These  restrictions  are  becoming  an  aonual  feature 
on  account  of  the  regular  visitation  of  plague  in  the  southern 
ports  of  China. 

The  immigration  figures  for  the  last  three  years  were :  — 


Tear. 


I 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


1899 
190) 
1901 


141,980» 
188,965t 
166,956t 


7,717  H9,fi97 

11,982  200,947 

11,822  178,778 


*  Of  these  6,660  were  children,    f  ^^  ^^^^  ^t^^  were  children. 
;  Of  these  e,U7  were  children. 

The  disproportion  between  the  sexes  still  continues. 
The  number  of  immigrants  from  Southern  India  largely  de- 
creased, as  will  be  seen  from  these  figures :  — 


Immigrants. 

1900. 

1901. 

2.  Free  CooUoa  (Vith  aided  tickets)     

3.  Other  Immigrants       

7,fil6 
7,052 
23,862 

2,785 
3,476 
21,998» 

•  Of  these  2,902  were  children. 
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Daring  the  year  16,434  adults  aad  770  minors  left  for- 
Sout^em  India. 

Tlie  appointment  of  a  Superintendent  of  Emigration  at  Nega> 
patam  has  resulted  in  an  improvement  in  the  class  of  coolie« 
arriTing  in  the  Colony,  but,  owing  to  the  stricter  examination, 
the  numbers  have  decreased. 

There  has  been  a  weekly  service  of  steamers  between  Fenang 
and  Southern  India  throughout  the  year. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  there  was  a  very  high  death-rate 
among  the  cooliea  on  the  Singapore- J ohore  railway,  but  this 
gradually  fell  o3  after  proper  medical  attendance  was  arranged 
for. 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  news  of  the  deaUi!  of  Her  late  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  in 
January  was  received  in  this  Colony  with  manifestations  of  deep 
sorrow  on  the  part  of  all  classes  of  the  community.  A  memorial 
service  was  held  in  the  cathedral  on  the  2nd  February.  His 
Majesty  the.  King  was  proclaimed  in  each  of  the  three  Settle- 
ments on  the  28th  January  in  the  presence  of  a  large  coucoarse 
of  people. 

Sir  Alexander  Swettenham,  K.C.M.G.,  continued  to  administer 
the  Government  until  the  18th  February,  when  he  went  on  leave. 
Sir  Frank  Swettenham,  K.C.M.G.,  Resident- General  of  the 
Federated  Malay  States,  replaced  him  aa  Administrator,  and  in 
September  was  appointed  to  be  Governor  of  the  Colony,  High 
Commissioner  for  the  Federated  Malay  States,  and  Consul- 
General  for  Borneo  and  Sarawak. 

In  the  month  of  May  the  Colony  was  honoured  by  a  visit 
from  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York,  who  remained  three  days 
in  Singapore  on  their  way  to  Australia.  Their  Royal  High- 
nesses received  many  tokens  of  loyalty  and  devotion  from  the 
people  of  the  Colony,  ind  were  pleased  to  express  themselves 
much  gratified  with  their  reception. 

The  construction  of  the  Singapore -Kranji  Railway  continued 
during  the  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  opened  for  traffic 
towards  the  end  of  1902.  It  has  been  decided  to  eventually 
extend  the  line  to  the  docks,  via  Eampong  Saigon  and  Sepoy 
lines,  and  thence  past  Tanjong  Fagar  and  the  F.  &  0.  AVharf  to 
Eeppel  Harbour.  The  land  required  for  thia  purpose  will  be 
acquired  without  delay.  N^otiations  are  also  on  foot  for 
leasing  the  railway  to  the  Singapore  Tramway  Company  who 
would  probably  use  electricity  as  the  motive  power  and  would 
connect  the  Kranji  line  with  their  system  of  street  tram  lines. 
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In  Norember,  "Or.  Katilisvs  of  the  engineermg  firm  oi  Coode, 
Soa  and  Matthews,  oame  to  £he  Colony  to  enquire  into  and 
report  upon  the  qnestion  of  the  impravement  of  harbour  accom- 
'modation  of  each  of  the  three  Settlementa.  His  recommeadatiouB 
include  a  protected  harbour  for  local  and  coastwiee  shipping  at 
Singapore  and  an  extension  of  the  iron  piet  now  in  course  of 
construction  in  Penaug.  The  canying  out  of  the  laal^-named 
work  has  been  already  decided  upon  and  aiTangement«  have  been 
made  for  borrowing  a  sum  of  $600,000  for  this  work  from  the 
GtoTsnunent  of  the  Federated  Malay  States.  Tinal  consideration 
of  the  Singapore  scheme  is  deferred  until  the  result*  of  a  pre- 
liminary surrey  recommended  by  Mr.  Matthews  are  known.  It 
is  not  proposed  at  present  to  take  any  steps  to  carry  out  Mr. 
Matthews's  suggestions  for  improving  the  harbour  of  Malacca,  as 
the  trade  of  the  place  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  large  expen- 
diture that  would  be  necessary. 

The  Prai-Taipiiig  Railway  prc^ressed  satisfactorily,  the  bridge 
over  the  Erian  Kiver  having  been  almost  completed  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  the  Perak  section  of  the  line  all  but  finished. 

A  company  of  engineers,  a  corps  of  infantry,  consisting  of 
Straits-horn  Chinese  and  Eurasians,  a  cadet  corps  and  a  com- 
pany at  Malacca  were  added  to  the*  Volunteer  Twee  of  the 
Colony. 

A  successful  agricultural  show  was  held  in  Penang  in  July. 


GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  COLONT. 

The  prosperity  of  the  Colony  continues.  T^e  Census  taken  in 
1901  ahows  a  total  population  of  672,349,  ae  against  612,342  in 
1891,  thus  showing  an  increase  of  59,907  during  the  past  decade. 
This  increase  is  accounted  for  entirely  by  immigration,  not 
indeed  does  it  represent  the  true  augmentation  due  to  the 
influx  of  population,  inasmuch  as  the  birth-rate  of  the  Colony 
itself  is,  owing  to  the  paucity  of  women,  much  lower  than  the 
death-rate.  The  principal  increase  of  population  has  been  in 
the  Settlement  of  Singapore,  and  China  has  supplied  the  greatest 
number  of  immigrants. 

The  cost  of  living  continues  to  advance  and  the  price  of  land 
and  house-property  has  risen  enormously,  especially  in  Singa- 
pore. The  price  of  labour  and  building  materials  haa  also 
increased,  while  the  exchange  value  of  the  dollar  has  steadily 
declined. 

The  lighting  of  the  town  of  Singapore  has  been  much  im- 
proved by  the  adoption  of  Welsbacfa  incandesoent  bumera  in 
some  of  the  principal  thoroughfares. 
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The  Singapore  Tramway,  Company  was  formed  daring  tlie 
year  ft>r  the  iaBtallation  of  electric  tramways  and  the  supply  of 
electric  enei^  in  the  town ;  the  Company  has  obtained  from^  the 
municipality  a  thirty-five  yeara'  concession  for  this  purpose,  and 
it  ia  proposed  to  use  electric  power  supplied  by  them  to  supple- 
ment the  existing  system  of  lighting  by  gas  the  streets  of 
Singapore.  An  Ordinance  has  been  passed  to  facilitate  and 
legalize  the  operations  of  the  Company,  which  will  probably 
commence  before  the  close  of  1902. 

The  Fenang  Tramways  were  taken  over  by  the  Government 
early  in  the  year,  and  have  since  been  carried  on  by  a  lease  on  a 
short  agreement.  This  arrang^nent  is  not  satisfactory,  and 
n^otiations  have  been  opened  for  letting  the  lines  to  tha 
Singapore  Tramway  Company  with  a  view  to  their  being  worked 
by  electricity.  The  po«w»r  supplied  hy  the  Company  could  also 
be  utilized  for  the  lighting  of  tbe  town. 

The  increased  output  of  tin  in  the  Federated'  Malay  States  has 
led  to  further  development  of  the  tin  smelting  business  in  the 
Colony. 

W.  T.  Tatlok, 

Colonial  Seareta/ry, 

Straitt  S^&ementt. 

Singapore,  34th  June,  1903. 
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No.  338. 


TRINIDAD    AND   TOBAGO. 


REPORT    FOR    1900. 

(For  Report  for  1899,  see  No.  303.) 


^ttBtnttb  to  both  Rouses  of  |jarliam£iit  bg  Qiomman])  of  ^ie  JRnjcetn, 
October,  1901. 


LONDON : 

PEINTED    FOR    HIS    MAJESTY'S    STATIONERY    OFFICII 
Bt  DAELING  a  son.  Inu..  34-40,  Bicou  Stbek,  E. 

Ajid  to  lie  pnrchagod,  either  directly  or  through  any  Boofaellar,  froB 

ETBE  k  SPOrnSWOODE,  Eur   Hu&ora   Stsivt,  Flut  Stbut,  B.Uv 

Kod  32,  ABiHgDow  Stbht,  WaaTxnrarxB,  S.W.i 

□F  OUVEB  &  BOYD,  EtmraiiBaE: 

or  E.  PONSONBT,  116,  Obattok  Sixxn,  DnxLor. 


1901. 


[Od.  788-8.]    Price  Z^d. 
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COLONIAL  REPORTS. 

The  following,  among  other.  Reports  relating  to  Hib  Majesty's 
Colonial  Poseeealons,  have  been  isBned,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bonrces  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

313 

BasntoUnd        

1899 

314 

HodkKodb       

Sonthem  Nigeria          

1899-1900 

315 

816 

Orenada..-.         

1899 

817 

Jamaica 

1899-1900 

318 

Britieh  Gniana 

319 

ChriHtmaB  laUnd           

1900 

320 

1899-1900 

321 

LsgOB        

1900 

322 

Bermnda             

323 

St.  Helena         

324 

Sierra  Leooe     

326 

Gambia 

326 

Barbados            

327 

Bahamas 

328 

Turks  and  GaicoB  Islands        

829 

Malta      

330 

331 

Fiji          

|] 

332 

St,  Lucia           

833 

Seychelles          

„ 

334 

Falkland  Islands          

335 

MaaritiuB  ft  Eodrignes           

336 

British  Sew  Guinea 

1899-1900 

537 

Leeward  Islands          

1900 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. 

Colony. 

Sabjeot. 

Gold  Coast        

Economic  Agricoltnre. 

Forests. 

Sierra  Leone     

Qwlogj  and  Botany. 

Emigration. 
Sisaf  Industry 

Bahsmae 

a?a.:::    :::    ::: 

Bubonic  Plagne. 

Western  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

Domiuica            

Agriculture. 

Yii^  Islands 

Grenada 

A^ricnlture  in  (^rriacoQ. 

AnguUla 

Cook  Islands      

Trudp,  ]«99. 

Bahamas 

Fibre  Industry. 

Canada    

Lwal  Status  of  Bntish  Korth 

American  Indians. 

Medical  Beports. 

Gilbert  and  EUice  Islands      ... 

Eeport  for  1896-1900. 

Hong  Kong       

Beport   on   Operations   in   New 

Territory  during  1900, 
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Tbinedad- 
No.  33a  ToZ<v 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO. 


(Tor  Report  for  1899,  ite  TSo.  M3.) 


GkiTEBKOB  Sib  A.  Moi^nex  to  Mb.  Chaubeblaut. 

Govennnent  House, 

August  13,  1901. 
(Extract.) 

I  hftTO  the  honour  to  trauBUiit  bix  copies  of  a  Beport  on 
the  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony  for  1900,  prepared  by  Mr.  H. 
Clarence  Bourne,  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


— TE— 9/1901    WtSeiGS    Dka 
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BLUB  BOOK  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


FmAncB. 


iictwnue  and  Expenditure. 

In  spite  of  tlie  Bmalleat  sugar  crop  sMpped  for  twenty  yean 
the  record  for  1900  has  been  veiy  satisfactory.  The  estimated 
revenue,  £668,000,  was  exceeded  by  nearly  £31,000,  while  a 
saving  of  £8,000  was  effected  on  the  estimated  ezpenditore. 

2.  The  revenue  for  1899  had  shown  great  progress  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  years.  That  for  1900  shows  a  further  ad- 
vance of  £17,600.  Of  this  about  £5,600  is  due  to  a  new  Stamp 
Act,  and  a  great  part  of  the  balance  to  an  increase  for  the  year 
of  the  Immigration  Tax.  It  is,  however,  a  matter  for  satisfac- 
tion that  the  progress  shown  in  the  revenue  for  1899  has  been 
maintained.  The  receipts  from  Import  duly  and  Excise  have 
fallen  only  little  ehort  of  those  for  that  year.  The  ordinary 
Revenue,  from  which  Land  Sales,  Royalties,  and  Immigration 
Taxes  are  excluded,  exceeded  the  Beourrent  Expenditore  l:^ 
£43,000. 

Appendicet  A.  and  B. 

3.  The  heads  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  are  compared  in 
detail  with  those  of  1899  in  Appendices  A.  and  B.  The  follow- 
ing table  gives  the  totals  for  the  last  six  years ; — 


Tear. 

Be*enae. 

Ezpenditnre. 

18S5         

596,884 

£ 
605,514 

1896         

618,332 

594,462 

1897         

611,434 

622,364 

1898         

616,371 

640,952 

J899         

681,339 

748,151(a) 

1900         

812,303(6) 

696,880(«) 

The  totals  marked  (a)  include  sums  of  £76,661  and  £37,801, 
spent  in  1899  and  1900  respectively,  on  account  of  the  unissued 
balance  of  the  authorised  Loan,  while  that  marked  ifi)  includes 
£113,362  subsequently  credited  to  Revenue,  when  advances  to 
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that  amount  were  raised  against  tte  scrip  of  the  Loan.      If  we  Tkimidab 

eliminate  these  figures  the  true  totals  for  the  last  two  years  ^^° 

are:—  1900. 


Atsets  and  LiabUiiies. 

i.  The  surplus,  ae  shown  l^  the  books  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
end  of  19tH),  was  £109,868.  But  this  surplus  gives  no  measure 
ot  the  resources  of  the  Colony.  While  the  Public  Debt  is 
omitted  from  the  one  side  of  the  balance  sheet,  no  account  is 
taken  among  the  Assets  of  the  railways,  roads,  buildings, 
steamers,  estates  and  other  property  acquired  out  of  either  Loan 
moneys  or  General  Eevenue;  nor  of  the  unsold  Crown  Lands, 
ihe  Pitch  Irfike,  or  the  mines  and  minerals  reserved  to  the  Crown 
and  not  yet  worked. 

Public  DfAt. 

5.  The  Public  Debt  of  the  Colbny  at  the  end  of  1900  amounted 
to  £918,472,  and  the  annual  charges  on  its  account  for  last  year 
were  £50,623.  Of  the  last  authorised  loan  £200,000  is  still  un- 
issued, but  over  £100,000  has  been  borrowed  on  the  security  cf 
the  scrip,  and  applied  to  the  Loan  Works.  The  railway,  harbour 
and  building  works  chargeable  to  this  loan  have  been  completed ; 
the  water  and  sewerage  works  are  now  in  progress. 


Railways. 

More  than  three  quarters  of  the  Public  Debt  is  represented  by 
directly  remunerative  works.  Of  the  total  debt  about  £630,000 
ia  attributable  to  the  railway,  which  continues  to  pay  its  working 
e;^>en8es  and  to  contribute  nearly  the  whole  of  the  interest  paid 
by  the  Colony  in  respect  of  the  capital  expended  upon  it.  The 
expenditure  on  harbour  works  has  been  £140,000,  and  the 
nvenue  from  port,  harbour  and  wharf  dues  has  been  in  each  of 
the  past  two  years  over  £10,000. 


Harbour. 

A  special  survey  of  the  harbour  is  now  being  made  with  a  view 
to  the  consideration  of  farther  and  larger  harbour  improvements. 
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TMHIDAD  _       , 

AND  Koadt. 

TOBAOO, 

1900.  With  tlie  extseption  oj  a  Boad  Loan  of  £100,000  contracted 

^^  eleren  years  ago,  tlie  construction  of  roads  ha«  hitherto  been 
defrayed  entirely  out  of  revenue.  The  need  of  a  complete  road 
syBtem  throughout  Trinidad,  connecting  the  settled  districts  and 
opening  new  country,  has  long  been  recognized,  and  is  now  about 
to  be  carried  out.  The  total  mileage  of  metalled  main  roads  was 
175  at  the  beginning,  and  193  at  the  end,  of  last  year ;  but  as 
yet  no  metalled  road  connects  any  point  on  the  Xorth,  the  East, 
or  the  South  coast  of  Trinidad,  either  with  any  town  or  with  the 
railway  system.  It  is  proposed  that  the  scheme  shall  be  executed 
partly  out  of  revenue  and  partly  by  raising  a  farther  loan  of 
about  £150,000. 

Immigration. 

Another  source  of  expenditure  regulsirly  incurred  for  the  de- 
velopment of  the  Colony,  and  yet  defrayed  entirely  from  annual 
revenue,  is  the  provision  of  labour.  Immigration  from  India 
is  undertaken  at  great  annual  cost.  The  larger  part  is  met  by 
an  export  tax  on  sugar  and  cocoa,  the  industries  most  inmie* 
diately  benefitted- 

Crotvn  JJandt. 

6.  The  development  of  the  road  system  will  greatly  promote 
the  realization  of  the  unoccupied  Crown  Lands  and  unworked 
minerals.  The  area  of  Trinidad  is  about  that  of  Luioashire. 
Considerably  more  than  half  is  still  Crown  property.  Most  of 
this  is  cultivable,  and  much  is  covered  by  valuable  timber,  while 
below  the  surface  coal,  asphalt  and  petroleum  are  being  con- 
stantly reported.  The  acreage  of  Crown  Lands  alienated  in 
1900  was  13,855,  against  14,629  in  1899.  These  were  the  sub- 
ject of  1,422  different  grants.  Four  hundred  uid  ninety-two  of 
the  grantees  were  East  Indians. 

Taxation. 

7.  One  other  importuit  asset  remains  to  be  mentioned;  the 
margin  of  taxable  capacity  is  considerable.  The  taxation  per 
head  in  England,  exclusive  of  local  rates,  was  lately  estim^ed 
at  £2  lOs.  Gd.  per  annum.  To  obtain  a  similar  estimate  for  this 
Colony  we  must  eliminate  from  our  calculation  receipts  from  the 
Government  Kailway,  Government  Post  Office,  Court  Fees,  and 
various  reimbursements  in  aid.  Even  if  we  count  harbour  dues 
as  taxation,  a  revenue  of  £475,000,  raised  from  a  population  of 
275,000,  gives  an  average  of  £1  14*.  G^d.  per  head.  This  is  a 
lower  rate  per  head  than  prevailed  here  twenty  years  ago.  More- 
over there  are  no  local  rates  except  in  the  towns.  The  costs  of 
education.  Police,  roads,  poor  relief,  are  ell  borne  by  the  Colonial 
Bevenue.    The  land  tax  is  one  shilling  an  vncxa  in  Trinidad,  and 
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st^tenoe  (at  present)  in  TobagOi  vitli  a  house  tax  of  7}  per  cent.    Tbikidai> 
on  aunnal  value,  or  is.  where  the  value  is  not  more  than  £5.        „■""• 

TOBAQO, 

1900. 


Local  Rates. 


Port-of-Spain  House  Kate 
„  Water     „ 


The  only  local  rates  are  as  follows :  — 

7^  per  cent,  on  annual  value. 

2  to  2^  per  cent,  on  annual 

value. 

n  (part)  Sewerage  Bate     2    per  cent,  on  annual  value. 

San  Fernando  House  Bate  ...     7         „  „  „* 

„  Water     „  ...     7         „  „  „ 

Arima  House  Bate  5        „  „  „ 

„     Water      „  3         „  „  „ 

Tonapuna  Water  Bate     7j^       „  „  ^ 

The  house  rate  is  of  course  in  every  case  paid  in  lieu  of  the 
House  Tax, 

Taxes  are  paid  chiefly  in  the  form  of  duty  on  imports  and 
excise  on  rum.  As  regards  the  former  there  is  a  large  free  list — 
thirty  per  cent,  of  last  year's  imports  were  admitted  free,  and  the 
ad  valorem  duty  on  goods  not  the  subject  of  specific  duty — i.e., 
about  half  the  dutiable  imports — has  lon^  remained  at  five  per 
cent.  These  facta  should  be  considered  with  the  agricultural 
and  trade  statistics  of  the  Colony,  with  those  of  the  Savings  Bank 
and  the  aale  of  Grown  Lands,  and  with  any  others  which  throw 
light  on  the  savings  of  the  labouring  classes.  If  this  be  done, 
and  we  also  note  the  visible  signs  of  comfort  and  prosperity,  the 
ease  with  which  amusements  are  paid  for  and  Police  Court  fines 
met,  together  with  the  leisure,  which  in  spite  of  the  demand  for 
labour,  is  enjoyed  by  all  classes,  we  are  justified  iu  describing 
the  burden  of  taxation  as  very  light. 


Local  Finance. 

8.  The  local,  as  distinguished  from  the  Colonial,  revenues  are 
of  small  importance.  The  municipality  of  Fort- of- Spain,  now 
in  commission,  had  with  its  rate  of  7J  per  cent,  an  income  of 
nearly  ;£28,400  in  1900.  The  water  and  sewerage  rates  are 
levied,  not  by  the  Commissioners  but  by  the  Government.  Its 
average  annual  income  for  the  preceding  four  yeai^  had  been 
under  £20,000,  and  its  expenditure  £600  greater.  Its  debt  of 
£37,800  is  secured  on  the  rates.  The  incomes  of  San  Fernando 
and  Arima  are  under  £5,500  and  £1,500  respectively.  In  the 
case  of  each  of  the  three  new  waterworks  authorities,  viz.,  those 
for  San  Fernando,  Arima,  and  Tunapuna,  the  rate  was  fixed  for 
the  first  year  at  seven  per  cent,  on  the  rateable  value.  The 
Arima  authority  has  found  itself  in  a  position  to  reduce  the  rate 
for  the  second  year  of  its  existence  to  5  per  cent.  The  nine  Local 
Bead  Boards  are,  with  the  Borough  Councils  of  San  Fernando 

*  San  FenuDilo  House  Rate  now  (1901)  6  per  c«nt. 
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TuMiDAO    and  A  rim  ft,  ^16  only  elective  bodies  in  tlie  Colony.     TlLeee  Bo&rdB 

AMD        receive  grants  from  the  Government  for  the  maintenance  of  local 

ToBAOO,     roadgj  and  also  have  the  power  of  levying  a  local  rate.     Though 

*"*"■       increased  subsidies  are  constantly  asked  for,  this  power  has  in  no 

instance  been  exercised,  and  it  is  improbable  that  any  member 

who  proposed  a  rate  would  stand  a  chance  of  re-election. 

C^arTeney. 

9.  The  finance  of  the  Colony  is  not  complicated  by  questions 
of  currency.  Though  silver  is  legal  tender  to  any  amount,  this 
Colony  is  fortunately  free  from  the  difficulties  incidental  to  a 
silver  standard.  Ab  there  is  no  local  coinage  and  the  only  silver 
recognised  is  English  token  money,  twenty  shillings  are  always 
worth  a  pound.  There  is,  however,  a  practical  inconvenience 
arising  from  the  system.  Gold  is,  of  course,  never  seen,  and  con- 
sequently the  five-dollar  notes  of  Hio  Colonial  Bank  are  the  only 
medium  of  exchange  for  amounts  over  one  pound.  As  these  are 
by  the  constitution  of  the  Bank,  and  the  requirements  of  it« 
other  branches,  limited  to  an  issue  below  the  requirements  of  the 
Colony,  trade  is  liable  to  be  hampered  at  the  briskest  season  of 
the  year. 

Price  of  Money, 

The  rate  of  discount  allowed  by  the  Bank  for  good  three 
months  notes  has  been  six  per  cent,  per  annum  throughout  the 
year.  Ninety  day  bills  for  £100  payable  in  London  have  been 
bought  at  f474-|475i ;  and  similar  bills  on  London  issued  at 
(480-f4Sli.  The  rate  of  interest  on  the  best  securities  is  now 
6  per  cent.,  and  mortgagors  have  even  got  money  from  Englfuid 
at  5  per  cent, ;  but  local  invpstors  generally  obtain  8  per  cent,  tm 
first  mortgages. 

ThADB,    ASEICULtURE   AHD  MaHUFACTUEBS, 

Importt  and  Exports. 

10.  The  value  of  the  imports  into  the  Colony  in  1900  was 
£2,500,000,  or  within  £36,000  of  those  of  1899,  which  had  shown 
an  increase  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  over  those  of 
1898.  Leaving  out  of  account  bullion  and  specie,  which 
amounted  to  £125,000,  the  imports  for  1900  exceeded  those  for 
1899  by  £92,000.  The  exports  amounted  to  £2,593,000,  being 
an  increase  of  £21,000  over  the  preceding  year.  The  shortage 
of  the  sugar  crop  caused  a  diminution  of  £80,000  in  the  value  of 
the  exported  produce  of  the  Colony. 

Appendices  C  and  D. 

In  Appendix  O  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  exports  and 

imports  for  1900,  and  the  five  previous  years,  and  Appendix  1) 

((ives  the  values  of  the  staple  exports  during  the  same  period. 
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"The  following  table  giving   the  average   aiukual  aggregate  of   Tkihidad 
.imports  and  exports  for  the  last  four  quinqnennial  periods,  in-        *mi> 
dicates  the  steady  progress  of  trade  during  the  last  twenly  years 
■of  the  century  :— 


TOBAQO. 

1900. 


Tear. 

Amount 

1881-1886        

3^67,000 

1886-1890        

3,424,000 

1891-1895        

3,746,000 

1896-1900        

4,034,000 

Shipping :  Appendix  E. 

The  particulars  of  the  shipping  in  1900  are  given  in  Appendix 
£.,  which  shows  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  the  vessels  entered  or 
cleared  from  or  to  the  countries  with  which  the  trade  of  Trinidad 
is  chiefly  concerned.  ^  The  aggregate  entries  for  the  past  three 
years  respectively  have  been ; 


Tods. 


Direction  of  Trade. 

Appendix  E.  must  be  compared  with  Appendix  P.,  which  in- 
dicates the  channels  in  which  the  trade  of  the  Colony  for  the  past 
iour  years  has  been  flowing.  During  that  period  the  annual 
value  of  the  trade  with  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  has 
Averaged  j;i,696,000  and  £1,337,000  respectively.  The  results 
shown  are  determined  mainly  by  the  destination  of  the  staple 
products,  sugar,  cocoa  and  asphalt.  The  Collector  of  Customs 
has  recently  prepared  diagrams  which  show  the  great  fluctuations 
which  have  taken  place  daring  the  past  twenty  years  in.  the 
relative  quantities  of  sugar  shipped  respectively  to  the  English, 
American  and  oUier  foreign  markets.  Trinidad  sugar  goes 
almost  wholly  to  Great  Britain  or   the  United  States.     From 
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1881  to  1886  the  latter  took  the  dightly  larger  proportion  of  the 
crop.  In  the  following  quinquennial  period  the  States  took 
more  than  donble  the  quantity  shipped  to  England.  Since  then 
the  Englisli  market  has  gradually  regained  favour,  and  the  shi[K 
ments  for  the  past  five  years  have  been  almost  equally  divided 
Iwtweea  the  two  markets.  These  diagrams  give  little  indicatioB 
that  the  countervailing  duty  imposed  by  the  United  States  has 
operated  to  transfer  our  sugar  trade  to  that  country.  The  United 
Kingdom  and  France  are  Trinidad's  beat  customers  for  cocoa. 
For  the  paet  five  years  their  purchases  have  been  about  equal. 
Those  of  the  United  States  are  less,  but  are  steadily  increasing. 
The  bulk  of  the  asphalt  goes  to  the  United  States. 


Transit  Trade. 

11.  Our  transit  trade,  that  is  to  say  as  much  of  it  as  is  indicated 
by  official  records,  is  at  present  about  a  quarter  of  the  total  trade 
of  the  Colony.  It  consists  almost  entirely  of  Veneznelaji  trade, 
and  three  quarters  of  our  Venezuelan  trade  is  transit  trade.  Not 
only  are  goods  transhipped  at  Port-of-Spain  in  transit  between 
Venezuela  and  Europe  or  the  United  States,  but  often  also 
between  one  part  of  Venezuela  and  another.  The  Gulf  of  Paria, 
in  which  not  only  Port-of-Spain  but  four  out  of  the  five  small 
ports  of  entry  of  Trinidad  are  situated,  is  a  vast  natural  harbour 
into  which  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Orinoco  flows ;  and  all 
communication  between  Caracas  and  that  great  water  highway 
lies  through  it.  The  imposition  by  Venezuela  about  ten  years 
ago  of  an  additional  duty  of  30  per  cent,  on  imports  from  Trini- 
dad crippled  the  trade  with  the  mainland  which  was  rapidly 
developing,  but,  thanks  to  our  natural  advantages  of  position,  it 
has  by  no  means  killed  it.  Open  boats  are  constantly  coming 
and  going  between  the  Republic  and  the  Colony,  and  the  large 
stores  of  Port-of- Spain  depend  for  much  of  their  retail  custom 
on  buyers  from  the  Venezuelan  capital.  The  valley  of  the 
Orinoco  is  generally  recognised  as  of  great  potential  wealth,  and 
that  river  has  navigable  tributaries  connecting  it  on  the  one 
hand  with  the  upper  waters  of  the  Amazon  and  on  the  other 
approaching  within  fifty  miles  of  the  capital  of  Columbia. 
Already  there  is  one  shipping  and  trading  company,  which  has 
its  head  quarters  at  Port-of-Spain,  eng^ed  in  navigating  the 
river  Orinoco.  "Without  attempting  to  prophesy  what  forhin© 
the  proximity  of  that  great  waterway  may  bring  to  Trinidad  m 
the  future,  we  may  at  least  say  that  the  possibilities  of  the 
<'nlony  are  not  limited  to  its  agricultural  resources;  and  the 
recent  discoveries  of  coal  in  the  Colony  may  prove  to  have  a 
special  value  in  this  connection.  Moreover  when  we  come  to 
consider  the  mineral  wealth  «f  Trinidad,  we  must  bear  in  mind 
f  liat  geographically  and  geologically  Trinidad  is  only  a  fragment 
broken  off  from  the  vast  Continent  of  South  America. 
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The  Carrying  Trade. 

12.  The  estent  to  vhicli  the  trade  of  the  Colony  is  done  on 
British  bottoms  is  shown  in  Appendix  G.  France  is  the  nearest 
<M)mpetitor,  but  her  tonnage  ia  only  one-fourth  of  the  British. 
The  chief  steamship  lines  calling  at  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  with 
the  mumber  of  calls  paid  last  year,  and  their  routes,  are  shofwn 
in  the  following  table:  — 


B«>Tal  Mail  St«am  Packet 
Oompanjr  (Intercolonial 
Stoamere). 


Compagnie  Q^n^raleTraus- 
atlantique  (French  Mail 
Steamers). 

Scmtton'ii  "  London  and 
Glasgow  Direct  Steam- 


Tbe  Lejland  Line  (The 
old     Wi    and    P.SA 

Company). 
The  Harrison  Line 


Koninklije  Weat-Lidische 
MaiMienst  (Dutch  Mail 

Steamers). 

Trinidad  Shipping  and 
Trading  Company. 

Orinoco  Shipping  and 
Trading  Company's 
Steamers. 

Hamburg   and  American 


nl  Black  Line 
in  3t«amerB). 


TannDAD 

AMD 
TOBAQO, 

1900. 


Barbados,  St.  Vincent,  Orenada,  Trini- 
dad, Tobago,  and  La  Guayra,  and  the 
Hama  ports  on  the  return  trip,  con- 
necting with  outward  and  homeward 
mail  Bteamers  at  Barbados. 

Bartiados,  Trinidad,  Grenada,  St. 
Tincent,  Jamaica,  and  other  ports  as 
the  cargo  reqatrsa. 

Marseilles,  Bordeaux,  St.  NaEaire, 
Havre,  Ouadeloups,  Martinique,  St. 
Luda,  Trinidad,  Veneiuela,  fic,  and 
back  on  return  voyage. 

London  or  Olaagow  to  Barbados,  Trini- 
dad, Demerara,  Grenada,  St.  Vincent, 
and  tbe  Leeward  Islands,  returning 
home  generally  via  Trinidad,  Barba- 
doi,  or  St.  Lucia. 

Liverpool  to  Barbados,  Trinidad,  Voie- 
mela,  New  Orleans,  and  back  to 
Liverpool. 

Liven)ool  to  Barbados,  Trinidad,  Tene- 
zaela.  New  Tork,  and  back  to  Liver- 
Amsterdam,  Surinam,  Demerara,  Trini- 
dad, Venezuela,  New  York,  and 
returning  the  Mune  route  to  Am~ 
sterdam. 

New  Tork  to  Grenada  and  Trinidad, 
and  same  route  back. 

To  and  from  Ciudad  Bolivar,  and 
connecting     there     with      up     river 


Hamburg  to  St.  Thomas,  Trinidad,  and 

back. 
Halifax.  Leeward  Islands,  Windward 

Islands.  Trinidad,  Demerara,  and  back 

to  Halifax  by  same  route. 
Mediterranean     Porta,    Teneriffe.    St. 

Lucia,  Trinidad,  Venetuela,  aikd  bade. 


Conditumt  of  Trade. 

13.  The  tariff  of  the  Colony  is  Bubstantially  a  revenue  and  not 

a  pftttective  one.    There  is,  HoweTer,  an  import  duty  of  lOt.  per 
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Tkimidad  100  lbs.  oa  sugar,  and  the  absence  of  an;  excise  on  tobacco, 
AND        matches,  oil,  or  rice,  all  of  which  are  produced  locally,  and  oa 

;  Tobago,  all  of  wbicb  there  is  an  import  duly,  operates  protectively. 
^^P**-  Moreover  the  eacise  duty  on  rum  is  7*.  Gd.  a  gallon,  while  toe 
import  dnfy  on  spirits  is  10^.  Qd. ;  and  on  the  recent  establish- 
ment of  a  brewery  the  same  relative  amount  of  protection  haa 
been  accorded  to  beer  brewed  in  the  Colony.  In  the  early  part 
of  last  year  suggestions  for  reciprocity  witb  the  United  Statea 
and  with  Canada  were,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  discussed,  and  though  in  both  cases  the  moat  friendly  spirit 
was  shown,  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Colony  came  in  tiie 
end  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  unnecessary  and  undesirable  at 
present  to  incur  the  obligations  which  reciprocity  would  entail. 

Canada. 
Canada,  which  has  long  supported  a  religious  Mission  in  Trini- 
dad, is  now  represented  by  an  accredited  Commercial  Agent. 
The  volume  of  trade  with  the  Dominion  is  at  present  intrin- 
sically small,  but  there  ie  a  desire  in  many  quarters  to  extend 
it;  and  the  Trinidad  exbibits  at  a  recent  Halifax  Exhibition 
attracted  much  attention.  An  instajice  of  the  investment  of 
Canadian  capital  in  the  Colony  has  occurred  within  the  present 
year  in  the  acquisition  by  a  Canadian  Company  of  the  Tramway 
and  Electric  Lighting  syatema  of  Port-of-Spain. 

Export  Duties. 
In  connection  with  protection  reference  may  be  made  to  the 
export  duties  on  sugar,  cocoa,  and  asphalt.  The  duty  on  the 
last  is,  under  the  pecnli^  circumstances  of  the  trade,  to  which 
allusion  is  made  below,  in  the  nature  of  a  royalty  rather  than  of 
a  tax.  The  tax  on  sugar  and  cocoa  is  levied  specially  to  defray 
part  of  the  cost  of  importing  labour  for  the  benefit  of  those  in- 
doBtriea. 

Peodtjcts  op  the  Colony. 
Staples, 
14.  Of  the  staple  products  of  the  Colony  the  values  of  the 
•exports  were  as  follows:  — 

Staple  Products.  .  Value. 


Cocoa  (local) 


(271,284  cwt.)    852,000 
(40,620  tons)      562,000 


Aaphalt       I  (159,752    „  )      177,000 
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The  value  of  ^e  sugar  crop  waa  £68,000  below  the  average   Tbinidab 
for  the  past  five  years,  and  £157,000  ^below  that  of  the  Ust        amd 
quarter  of  a  century.     Cocoa,  on  tJie  other  hand,  exceeded  the     Tobaoo 
past  five  years'  average  by  £188,000,  and  that  of  twenty-five        '"^ 
years  by  £386,000.     The  prices  of  sugar  and  cocoa  obtained  in 
the  London  market  are  aet  ont  for  reference  in  Appendix  H. 
Asphalt  showed  far  the  largest  output  on  record,  being  £40,000 
and  £102,000  respectively  in  excess  of  the  averages  for  five  and 
for  twenty-five  years.    ■ 


Cocoa. 


16.  The  area  under  Cocoa  cultivation  is  nearly  twice  that 
under  sugar,  and  is  extending  daily.  Cocoa  is  not  like  siigar  a 
manufacture,  and  a  given  quanti^  of  it  represeDt«  a  far  less 
expenditure  on  wages  than  in  the  case  of  its  riva! :  bnt  it  can 
claim  to  maintain  a  much  larger  number  of  peasant  proprietorG, 
and  even  the  large  estates  are  for  the  most  part  owned  by  resi- 
dents in  the  Colony.  The  Cocoa  crop  of  last  year  exceeded  that 
of  1899  by  1,100,000  pounds.  This  increase  was  due  i>artly  to 
extended  cultivation  and  partly  to  a  favourable  season.  The 
average  prices  obtained  were  lower,  Loudon  prices  varying  from 
68>.  to  tbs.  per  cwt.,  a  fall  of  about  bs.  from  those  of  1899.  But 
it  paid  to  ship  Cocoa  when  in  1896  the  prices  had  fallen  to  45j., 
and  the  cost  of  production,  apart  from  rent  and  interest  on 
capital,  is  generally  estimated  at  not  more  than  21s.  a  cwt. 
Though  the  world's  production  of  "Cocoa  is  being  greatly  ^- 
tended,  its  consumption  is  also  increasing  rapidly. 


Svgar, 

16.  The  1^  weather  which  prevailed  during  the  growing  season 
made  the  1900  crop  of  sugar  a  very  bad  one.  Of  the  total  shortage, 
13,000  tons,  1,500  may  be  attributed  to  the  semi-abandonment 
of  estates  north  of  the  Caroni  Kiver,  and  the  rest  to  the  effects 
of  unfavourable  weather  in  the  districts  south  of  Ghaguauaa. 
The  shortage  in  the  weight  of  cane  per  acre  swelled  the  cost  of 
growth,  and  the  inferior  quality  of  the  canes  increased  the  cost 
of  manufacture.  Hence  the  total  cost  of  production  was  excep- 
tionally high,  but  estates  were  saved  by  the  high  prices  realized 
by  ofEaJ  crop,  rum  and  molasses.  Leaving  out  of  account  capital 
and  depreciation  charges,  it  is  possible  that  £1  a  ton  profit  was 
made  on  the  sale  of  yellow  sugars  in  the  London  market.  On 
the  other  hand  the  grey  sugars  shipped  to  America  were  probably 
sold  at  an  average  loss  of  2s.  a  ton  on  the  cost  of  production. 
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Tsniiiuo 

AND 

TOBAOa 

1900. 


The  preaent  year's  crop  (1901)  has  been  above  the  aven^, 
and  in  ths  Sou^  the  factories  have  been  taxed  to  their  utmost 
capacity  to  reap  it.  Tet,  though  heavy  crops  have  reduced  the 
cost  oJ  production  considerably  below  that  of  last  year,  low 
prices,  further  depressed  by  the  importation  into  England  of 
large  stocks  of  Continental  sugar  in  anticipatiou  of  the  new 
Import  Duty,  have,  as  far  as  the  London  market  is  concerned, 
more  than  neutralized  that  advantage.  One-third  only  of  the 
sugar  shipped  to  London  arrived  in  time  to  escape  the  duty. 
Muty  estates  have  probably  lost  money,  or  only  saved  cost ;  but 
the  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  average  cost  of  production  and 
net  price  realized  per  ton:  — 


Yellow  Supirn  (for  London  Market) 

10    6    0 

£    ».    d. 
11     0    0 

0  15    0 

Grey  ^arara  (for  American  Market) 

9    0    0 

10    0    0 

I    0    0 

Cane- farming. 


Sugar,  if  not  the  chief  product,  is  the  chief  manufacture  of 
the  Colony.  A  hundred  years  ago  the  boiling  house  was  a  mere 
adjunct  to  the  cane-fields ;  but  the  modem  usine  represents  au 
amount  of  capital  exceeding  the  value  of  the  land  from  which 
it  is  supplied  with  canes.  To  give  an  illustration:  The  usine 
of  St.  Augustine  with  its  groups  of  estates,  comprising  about 
4,600  acres,  lying  near  the  old  capital  of  St.  Joseph,  was  closed 
last  year ;  and  though  the  usine  contained  machinery  which  had 
cost,  apart  from  buildings  and  tramways,  £30,000,  yet,  as  there 
was  no  demand  for  it  as  a  going  concern,  the  Qovemment  was 
able  to  acquire  the  whole  property  for  £9,100.  Improvementa 
in  the  process  of  manufacture,  and  the  development  of  machinery 
have  led  to  concentration  of  capital,  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  factories  and  the  consolidation  of  estates.  Thoiigh  last  year 
sugar  was  made  at  twenty-six  factories,  thirteen  manufactured 
less  than  a  thousand  tons.  One  usine  was  closed  last  year  and 
one  this.  Though  the  so-called  planter  has  long  been  primarily 
a  manufacturer,  his  factory  has,  until  recent  years,  been  fed 
entirely  from  his  own  estates.  Under  this  system  the  losses 
suffered  in  bad  seasons  have  fallen  on  a  small  number  of  ownera, 
and  their  capital  and  credit  has  been  often  insuf&cient  for  the 
heavy  calls  upon  them.  Lately,  however,  the  cane  farmer  has 
come  into  existence,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  the  industry  i» 
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sliown  ia  the  following   table,    prepared  by  the   GoTemioent  TsiinDAu 
Analyst  from  retuma  published  by  the  Agricultural  Society.  aho 
1_ Towoo. 


Total 

Sugar 

PiO. 

Tona. 

Eatato- 
Canes. 

Cane  Farmers. 

Year. 

Canes. 

Price 
Paid. 

NnmbeTand 
Nationality. 

Tone. 

Toiw 

Dols. 

E. 
Indians. 

W. 

Indiana. 

1895 

55,000 

_ 

35,000 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1896 

59,000 

_ 

75,000 

- 

3,744 

1897 

55,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1898 

5«,000 

- 

105,000 

203,000 

2,326 

3,824 

1899 

58,800 

4-26,000 

10G,000 

■219,000 

2,825 

3,870 

1900 

46,000 

364,000 

106,000 

228,000 

2,826 

3,691 

In  the  present  year  the  quantity  of  farmerB'  canoB  ground  has 
been  nearly  170,000  tons. 

Many  of  the  cane  farmers  are  small  peasants  owning  or  rent- 
ing only  a  few  acres,  which  they  and  their  families  can  cultivate 
without  additional  labour.  They  are  generally  dependent  upon 
advances  from  the  manufacturer,  and  the  weak  point  in  the 
system,  from  their  point  of  view,  is  that,  owing  partly  to  geo- 
graphical position,  and  partly  to  indebtedness,  they  have 
generally  only  one  market  to  which  they  can  take  their  canes. 
A  sliding  scale,  however,  regulating  the  payment  for  canes,  is 
generally  adopted  by  the  parties,  the  price  paid  being  deter- 
mined by  that  ruling  in  the  London  or  New  York  market  at  the 
time  of  delivery.  Movements,  moreover,  are  on  foot  in  two 
parts  of  the  Island,  one  in  the  North  and  one  in  the  South,  for 
the  establishment  of  small  Go-op«rative  societies  to  supply  the 
farmers  with  the  requisite  advances.  Of  these  one  is  proceeding 
on  the  well-known  lines  of  the  BafEeisen  Banks,  the  other  will 
allow  the  division  of  profits.  Co-operation  not  only  gives  hope 
for  greater  stability  to  the  sugar  industiy,  by  making  the 
labourer  share  profits  or  losses  with  the  capitalist,  but  it  pro- 
bably operates  to  cheapen  labour,  as  Creole  and  Indian  alike 
prefer  growing  canes  in  their  own  plot  to  working  as  labourers 
on  the  estates ;  and  they  are  willing  to  sell  the  canes  at  a  price 
that  is  below  that  of  which  the  estates  can,  at  any  rate  with  free 
labour,  produce  them.  It  is  interesting  to  record  that  Bince  the 
closing  of  St.  Augustine,  which  it  was  feared  would  lead  to  much 
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TiDtiDAS   local  ioBS  of  employment  and  consequent  distresB,  the  land  har 

**°        been  readily  let  in  Email  holdings  to  farmen,  and  it  is  possible 

'     that  within  a  few  Tears  as  large  an.  acreas^p  will  be  under  canes 

'       as  was  the  case  when  ihe  estate  was  worked  as  a  whole.     One 

drawback  to  cane  farming  most,  however,  be  pointed  out.     The 

farmer  is  less  alive  than  the  estate  owner  to  the  advantages  to 

be  derived  from  economic  cultivation,  the  use  of  mannre,  the 

adoption  of  improTementB,  and  the  selection  of  canes. 

Other  Agrieultural  ProdueU. 

17,  Though  cocoa  and  sugar  will  remain  the  chief  exports  of 
this  Colony  for  many  years  to  come,  there  are  several  minor 
cultivations,  of  which  some  are  likely  to  extend.  Many  tracts  of 
land  are  suitable  for  the  production  of  coconuts  and  nothing 
else,  but  the  margin  of  profit  is  small  and  the  export  is  not  likely 
to  increase.  The  value  of  home-grown  nuts  and  copra  exported 
last  year  was  under  £19,000.  Coffee  is  grown  for  local  consump- 
tion, but  its  oxports  are  not  of  much  importance.  The  hills  of 
Trinidad  attain  only  in  a  very  few  places  the  altitude  which  is 
thought  necessary  for  its  successful  cultivation.  Though  limes, 
oranges,  anrl  other  fniit  could  bo  grown  in  any  quantity,  crops 
of  this  nature  do  not  offer  a  profit  to  tempt  planters  who  can 
grow  cocoa. 

Rvhher. 

Bubber  is  the  only  new  cultivation  which,  as  far  as  present 
indications  go,  is  likely  to  provide  a  staple  export  in  the  future. 
It  is  as  yet,  however,  in  an  experimental  stage.  There  are  some 
eight  plantations  in  Trinidad  and  two  in  Tobago.  Several  large 
sales  of  Crown  Land  in  Trinidad  have  been  recently  made  on 
the  understanding  that  they  are  to  be  devoted  to  this  cultivation. 
It  is  also  extending  yearly  in  Tobago,  chiefly  in  combination 
with  cocoa.  The  rubber  chiefly  planted  is  the  Central  America 
tree,  Castilloa  Elastiea.  Of  this  sort  there  are  100,000  trees 
planted  in  Tobago,  as  well  as  some  thousands  of  the  Brazilian 
"  Mouchet,"  The  former  promises  to  be  the  more  profitable. 
The  West  African  silk  rubber  has  also  been  recently  introduced, 
and  its  importers  are  hopeful  of  its  success.  The  greater  part  of 
the  plantations  are  still  quite  young — from  one  to  four  years 
old — and  no  large  return  can  .be  anticipated  until  they  have  been 
seven  or  eight  years  in  existence.  The  quality  appears  to  be 
good.  A  sample  of  Castilloa  grown  and  prepared  on  this  Rich- 
mond Estate  was  sent  to  England  last  year,  and  was  valued  by 
experts  at  3j.  Gd.  per  lb. 

Potential  Industries. 

18.  It  is  often  a  matter  of  comment  that  Trinidad,  in  spite  of 
its  natural  advantages,  should  import  annually  many  thousands 
of  pounds'  worth  of  vegetables  from  other  islands  and  Venezuela. 
This  is  partly  due  no  doubt  to  the  fact  that  transport  by  sea  is 
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cheaper  than  across  country  where  the  roads  are  bad,  but  the    Tbimidai^ 
main  cause  is  of  course  the  fact  that  those  who  might  be  (^ar-        asd 
denerB  are  engaged  in  a  more  profitable  industry.     Should  sugar     Tobaoo, 
fail,  and  cocoa  cease  to  be  as  profitable  as  it  ia  at  present,  Trini-        ivQQ. 
dad  would  devote  more  of  its  attention  to  aupplyiii^  its  own 
needs.     The  cultivation  of  rice  is  indeed  extending  rapidly  on 
liknds  little  suited  for  the  growth  of  other  products,  fostered  no 
doubt  by  the  protection  afforded  by  the  import  duty ;   but  ther^ 
is  a  consumption  of  imported  rice  to  the  value  of  about  £18,000, 
which  the  Colony  could  produce  for  itself,  if  it  were  not  more 
profitably  employed.     Stock-farming  is  in  an  analogous  position. 
The  experiments  made  at  the  Government  Farm,  and  1:^  private 
individuals,  show  that  a  fair  profit  can  be  made  from  home- 
grown beef.     Yet  Tritudad  has  until  lately  imported  beef  from 
Yenezaela  to  the  value  of  nearly  £60,000  a  year,  and  ia  still 
doing  so  to  the  extent  of  nearly  £30,000. 

Asphalt, 

19.  Of  tHe  mineral  products  of  the  Colony,  asphalt  is,  as  is 
well  known,  by  far  the  most  important.  The  asphalt  trade  waa 
more  prosperous  in  1899  than  in  any  previous  year  of  its  history. 
Yet  it  made  a  still  further  advanced  in  1900.  The  main  source 
of  supply  is  the  Pit«h  Lake,  which  is  leased  to  a  company  for  a 
term  of  which  twenty-eiffht  years  have  still  to  run.  The  lake 
is  practically  inexhaustible,  but  the  leasees  are  not  bound  to 
ship  annually  a  quarter  of  the  quantity  which  they  actually  ex- 
ported last  year.  Of  the  1G0,000  tons  shipped  in  1900,  33,311 
tons  were  exported  by  independent  diggers.  In  1896  the  latter 
produced  only  9,000  tons,  but  the  industry  has  increased  regu- 
larly year  by  year. 

Coal. 
Coal  has  long  been  known  to  exist  in  various  parts  of  Trinidad. 
Recent  analyses  have  given  good  results;  and  experiments  are 
about  to  be  made  to  test  the  commereial  value  of  the  deposits. 
Several  applications  have  also  recently  been  made  by  private  in- 
dividuals for  licenses  to  prospect  for  coal ;  and  there  is  every 
indication  tltat  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  years  tltis  induBti7 
will  be  vigorously  exploited. 

Mineral  Oil*. 
Applicationa  to  prospect  for  mineral  oils  have  also  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Government;  and  in  one  spot  an  oil  spring  has 
been  discovered  which  gives  promise  of  considerable  possibilities. 

Manufactures. 

20.  "With  the  exception  of  a  Brewery  and  a  Hatch  Factory, 
the  manufactures  of  the  Colony  are  mainly  the  outcome  of  her 
agriculture.  Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  chief  of 
these,  sugar.  To  five  of  the  usines  rum  distilleries  are  attached. 
There  are  also  two  distilleries  in  Tobago.  Two-thirds  of  the 
mm  made  is  consumed  locally,  and  the  excise  on  it,  at  7s.  Gd.  a 
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Tbinidad   gallon,    yields   a   large   revenue.     Last   year  it    amounted   to 

AMD        £104,451.     The  Brewery,  which  was  opened  in  1899,  brews  from 

ToBAQo      imported  materials,  and  receives  the  same  prot«otion  against  im- 

""•        ported  beer  as  ia  given  to  rum  against  imported  spirits.     Angos- 

tui-a  bitters,  a  composition  of  rum,  is  made  (by  a  secret  process) 

exclusively  at  Messrs.  Seigert's  factoiy  in  Trinidad.       37,138 

gallona  were  exported  last  year.     There  are  three  coconut-oil 

factories  equipped  with  modem  machinery,  and  in  addition  to 

local  business,  12,584  gallons  of  oil  were  shipped  in  1900. 

Leqislation. 

21.  Thirty-four  Ordinances  passed  into  Law  in  1900.  None 
are  of  very  general  interest  outside  the  Colony.  They  include 
Ordimmces  for  the  consolidation  of  the  law  respecting  Prisons 
and  corporal  punishment,  for  the  regulation  of  pensions  to  Civil 
Servants,  and  for  the  construction  of  a  system  of  undergroujid 
sewerage  in  Port- of- Spain.  During  the  early  period  of  British 
occupation  legislation  was  chiefly  concerned  in  the  gradual  in- 
troduction of  English  Common  Law  and  Equity,  and  few  traces 
of  Spuiish  Law,  except  as  regards  the  descent  of  reaHy,  now 
remain  in  force.  In  more  recent  years  contemporary  English 
legislation  affecting  real  and  personal  property  and  commercial 
and  criminal  law  has  generally  "been  followed  by  this  Colony ; 
but  there  have  been  certain  notable  exceptions  ie.g.,  in  tiie 
matter  of  Bankruptcy),  where  English  enactments  have  not 
coincided  with  loc^  sentiment.  In  a  few  matters,  e.g.,  the  Ke- 
gistration  of  Title,  the  Colony  has  taken  its  own  line ;  and  other 
special  circumstances  have  called  for  special  legislation. 

Education. 
Primartf. 

22.  The  followii^  table  shows  the  number  of  Primary  BchooU, 
Government  and  assisted,  in  the  Colony:  — 


Government         \ 

Bonuui  Catbolio 

Cbarch  of  Engltnd  

Canadun  MiBdon  (PteabjtcFian) 

Weelejsn 

UoTKviui 

Total I 
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The  cost  per  liead  to  the  GoTemment  of  ettch  child  lb  a  Tbimidav 
Government  school  is  £2  6*.  8^d.  per  annum,  or  taking  into  ^"i* 
account  repairB  of  buildings,  and  fees,  4c.,  £2  3*.  2d. ;  and  in  i*?,??"' 
aasisted  schools  £1  13j.  bd.  The  amount  of  assistance  given  to  ^""' 
denominational  schools  {|  of  the  cost)  is  veiy  large  as  compared 
with  that  given  in  other  countries,  hut,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
OoTemment  acquires  in  return  a  large  power  of  control,  notably 
the  right  of  approving  the  appointment  of  every  teacher.  The 
cost  of  the  Government  schools  last  year,  ezcIuBive  of  administra- 
tion and  inspection,  was  £10,333,  and  the  Government's  contri* 
bntion  to  the  denominational  schools  over  £23,5B8.  The  fees 
'paid  amounted  to  only  £2,352.  The  total  number  of  children 
on  the  rolls  was  30,693,  and  the  number  present  at  the  examina- 
tions 24,649.  Attendance  is  voluntary.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  assisted  schools  are 
mane^d  by  a  Canadian  Mission  which  from  first  to  last  has  spent 
half  a  million  sterling  in  the  Colony.  Special  efforts  are  now 
being  made  to  adapt  the  elementary  school  course  to  the  needs 
of  an  agricultural  country ;  and  from  the  beginning  of  1901 
agriculture  is  a  compulsory  subject  in  the  primary  schools. 
Most  of  the  teachers  have  already  attended  courses  of  instruc- 
tion given,  by  the  Government  Analyst  and  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Botanic  Gardens. 


23.  For  Secondary  Education  Trinidad  depends  on  the  Queen's 
Boyol  College  \a  Government  undenominational  institution  with 
(about  100  hoys),  and  its  afBliated  colleges.  There  are  entrance 
exhibitions  from  the  elementary  schools  and  exhibitions  from  the 
colleges,  tenable  at  English  Universities  imd  other  educational 
institutions.  The  affiliated  colleges  are  St.  Mary's  College  (a 
fRoman  Catholic  school),  which  has  twice  as  many  pupils  as  the 
Royal  College,  and  a  school  managed  by  the  Canadian  Mission, 
recently  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  a£Rliation. 


TeehniecU. 

24.  Practical  chemistry  is  taught  at  the  Government  Labora- 
tory in  connection  with  the  Royal  College ;  and,  in  the  interests 
of  secondaiy  agricultural  education  a  system  of  cadetship  has 
been  introduced  at  the  St.  Clair  experimental  grounds.  The 
fatuities  for  technical  education  of  other  sorts  are  few.  The 
Tieloria  Institute,  which  controls  itself  but  receives  a  subsidy 
from  the  Government,  has  made  a  commencement  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  its  building  and  commercial  classes  have  been  well 
attended.  There  are,  however,  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  over 
and  above  those  which  can  be  met  by  the  expenditure  of  money. 
Competition  is  not  sufficiently  teen  to  force  the  ortizan  generally 
to  realize  the  need  of  Fclf-improvement.     The  objects  of  *h» 
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'TsiHiDAD   Imtitnte  are  more  fully  appreciated  by  employers,  who  recently 
AMD        subscribed  £2,000  for  a  new  wine  to  be  erected  in  memory  of 

^^  Botanical  StaHom. 

25.  The  primary  functions  of  the  Botanical  and  A^cultoral 
Departments  are  also  educational,  and,  though  the  sale  and  dis- 
tribution of  plants  and  seede  is  an  important  part  of  the  work  of 
the  Botanic  Gardens  at  St.  Ann's  and  Tobago,  more  general 
interest  attaches  to  the  experimental  work.  Of  the  work  done 
at  the  St.  Clair  experimental  station,  which  was  started  in  1898, 
the  growth  of  seedling  caDes  is  the  most  immediately  important. 
Samples  have  been  examined  by  the  Government  Analyst,  and 
the  results  obtained  are  available  for  the  public.  These  show 
that  canes  can  be  produced  which  will  yield  a  larger  percentage 
of  saccharine  matter  thani  is  obtained  from  those  at  present  grown 
on  the  estates.  Whether,  however,  they  will  give  a  greater  yield 
per  acre  is  still  the  subject  of  investigation ;  and  a  larger  acreage 
than  was  available  at  the  Gardens  has  been  reserved  at  Yalsayn 
(one  of  the  St.  [Augustine  group  of  estates  to  which  reference  has 
been,  made)  with  a  view  to  pursuing  the  necessary  experimenta 
on  a  larger  scale. 

The  Goverjvment  Farm. 
36.  The  Government  Farm,  'was,  at  the  end  of  last  year,  re- 
moved from  the  suburbs  of  Port-«f-Spain  to  Valsayn  (one  of  the 
St.  Augustine  group  of  estates).  Its  first  object  is  to  improve 
the  stock  of  the  Colony,  but  the  performance  of  the  subsidiary 
functions  of  «upp1^iiig  Government  Institutions  with  milk  en- 
ables it  to  pay  its  way.  The  Tobago  Farm  has  now  been  in 
existence  for  more  than  a  year.  In  Tobago,  unlike  Trinidad, 
excellent  grass  is  everywhere  indigeneous,  and  good  ultimate 
results  are  anticipated. 

GOTEENUENT   iHSTITtTTIGNS. 

Medical. 
27.  Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  Educational  In- 
stitutions. Those  STibordinated  to  the  Medical  Department  are 
more  conspicuous.  The  Colonial  Hospital  at  Port-of-Spaln  is 
one  of  the  lumdsomest  buildings  of  the  Colony,  and  well  found 
in  every  way.  The  number  of  beds  is  now  320,  though  there  is 
accommodation  for  a  much  larger  number.  The  number  of  beds 
in  the  Colonial  Hospital  at  San  Fernando  is  120.  There  are 
eight  district  hospitals  and  three  general  diapensariea.  Three 
general  hospitala  for  yaws — a  curable  but  insidious  disease  com- 
mon to  the  "West  Indies — ^have  recently  been  opened  in  Trinidad 
with  promising  results,  and  one  is  about  to  be  opened  in  Tobago. 
A  segregation  hospital  for  infectious  diseasea  was  also  erected 
last  year. 
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The  rew  Limatic  Asylum,  erected  at  a  coat  of  nEarly  £50,000, 
was  occupied  last  year.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  tlie 
Colony. 

Lepers. 

The  Leper  Asylum  is  an  old  building  in  a  suburb  of-  the 
capital,  under  the  Bupervision  of  a  Government  Medical  Officer, 
but  managed  by  the  Little  Sisters  of  St.  Dominic.  It  operates 
mainly  aa  a  poor-house  for  those  who  are  debarred  by  leprosy 
from  earning  a  livelihood.  Compulsory  detention  and  strict 
segregation  have  never  been  enforced  in  the  past.  Hence  its 
accessibility  would  afford  exceptional  opportiinities  for  the 
bacteriologist. 

Paupert. 

28.  There  is  no  poor  law  in  the  Colony.  The  House  of  Befuge 
which  had  324  inmates  at  the  end  of  1900,  as  against  224  at  the 
end  of  1899,  affords  practically  the  only  form  of  non-medical 
poor  relief  provided  by  the  Government.  The  Wardens,  among 
whom  the  Colony  is  divided  for  miscellaneous  administrative 
purposes,  have  small  sums  at  their  disposal  which  are  applicable 
to  expenditure  incidental  to  Medical  relief,  and  when  laxity  in 
the  administration  of  the  Wardens'  funds  has  been  permitted 
applicants  have  rapidly  multiplied,  but  this  laxity  has  never 
ibeen  allowed  to  proceed  far  enough  to  produce  a  pauper  class. 

The  whole  of  the  Colony  is  divided  into  medical  districts,  each 
of  which  has  in  the  past  been  under  the  care  of  a  Government 
Medical  Officer ;  but  it  has  been  thought  right  to  give  a  trial  to 
the  system  adopted  in  developed  countries,  and  in  the  case  of  one 
district  the  statutory  medical  services  are  now  performed  under 
contract  by  a  local  practitioner. 

Reformatories. 

29.  Other  curative  institutions  are  two  I'eformatories  and  two 
certified  industrial  schools.  One  of  each  class  is  under  the  care 
of  the  English  and  Roman  Catholic  Churches  respectively. 

Savings  Bank. 

30.  The  growth  of  the  business  of  the  Government  Savings 
Bank  has  led  to  its  separation  from  the  Treasury.  The  deposits 
in  1900  amounted  to  i;220,(JtJ9,  being  ^4,552  in  excess  of  those 
of  1899,  and  the  withdrawals  £210,931,  being  £2,631  less  than 
the  year  previously.  The  balance  of  deposits  at  the  end  of  the 
year  amounted  to  £866,394.  The  interest  allowed  is  tJtree  per 
cent. ;  the  interest  earned  averages  3*16.  The  number  of  open 
accounts  on  the  31st  of  December  last  was  13,464,  an  increase  of 
916.    Of  these  depositors  6,367  were  Indians. 
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31.  The  Police  Force  consists  of  £ve  officers  and  &50  warrant 
officers,  non-commiesioued  officers  and  constables,  exclusive  of 
the  Baud. 

Prisoni, 

32.  Tlie  Prisons  'hare,  under  recent  management,  attained  a 
high  level  of  efficiency,  and  the  Inspector's  reports  are  borne  out 
by  both  criminal  statistics  and  economic  results.  In  the  case 
of  a  few  remote  districts  of  Trinidad  prisoners  committed  sum- 
marily for  a  few  days  necessarily  serve  out  their  sentence  at  the 
local  police  station,  which  is  licensed  for  the  purpose  as  a  district 
prison,  and  the  same  arrangements  will  apply  when  the  old 
Tobago  prison  has  been  closed.  In  all  other  cases  the  prisoner 
is  committed  to  the  Boyal  Gaol,  of  which  the  male  branch  is 
in  pDrt-of>8pain,  and  the  female  at  St.  James's.  Males  sen- 
tenced to  long  terms  are  transferred  to  the  convict  depot  at 
Carrera,  an  island  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria.  Each  prisoner  occupies 
a  separate  cell.  The  staple  occupations  of  the  male  convicts  are 
quanying,  breaking  stones,  and  fibre  picking ;  but  those  under- 
going a  long  sentence  are  encouraged  to  learn  a  trade.  The 
value  of  the  labour  done  by  convicts  for  other  Government  de- 
partments in  1900  is  estimated  at  over  £1,600.  Deterrent  as 
are  the  conditions,  anoemic  prisoners  benefit  in  health  hj  their 
stay  in  gaol.  The  cost  of  the  prisons  last  year  was  £8,666.  The 
average  number  of  prisoners  in  all  the  prisons  was  441.  This  is 
slightly  less  than  last  year,  and  more  than  '100  less  than  the 
average  of  six  years  ago.  The  total  number  of  committals  in 
Trinidad — 4,100 — was  163  below  the  average  of  the  previous  four 
years;  the  committals  in  Tobago  were  100.  The  committals  for 
penal  imprisonment  on  indictment  and  summary  conviction  were 
S6  and  2,979  respectively.  The  committals  for  pnedial  larceny 
were  36'6  above  the  average  of  the  previous  four  years.  804 
committals  were  for  breaches  of  indenture  under  the  Immigra- 
tion law.  The  following  table  is  compiled  from  the  records  of 
the  Police :  — 


— 

No.  of 
PersoDB 
Charged. 

Committed: 
Convicted. 

Unpiwocnted 
Crimes. 

( MTence*  against  the  perton  (■erions) 
„       (nimor) 

Offence*  agaimt  property 

Other  offencM          

2,7J5 

660 

1,964 

20..^91 

1,364 

428 

92h 

15,3711 

iffi 
157 
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ViXAi,  Statistics.  TRiNiDxiy 

AMD 

Popuiatim.  Tobago, 


33.  The  population  of  tlie  Colony,  as  ascertained  by  tLe  pre- 
liminary retoma  of  the  census  of  this  year,  is  about  272,000,  of 
which  about  18,750  is  attributable  to  Tobago.  The  population 
of  Trinidad  has  increaBed  l^  about  53,000  in  the  last  decade; 
that  of  Tobago  by  a  few  hundreds  only.  The  results  have  fallen 
short  of  the  estimate  based  on  the  annual  returns  of  the  Regis- 
trar-General and  the  Harbour  Master,  the  error  being  caused  by 
the  inevitable  incompleteness  of  the  records  oi  departures  from 
the  Colony.  The  non-Christian  population,  which  is  practically 
eqaivalent  to  the  number  of  East  Indians  who  have  not  abjured 
the  native  creeds,  is  about  78,000.  N^o  further  cIafiai£cation 
according  to  race  is  possible.  Throughout  the  bulk  of  the  popu- 
lation the  proportion  of  African  and  European  blood  in  each  in- 
dividual is  unascertainable.  The  oldest  Creole  families  of 
European  extraction  are  of  French  or  Spanish  origin,  and  a 
Corsiean  element  has  contributed  many  Italian  names.  A 
French  patois  is  the  common  language  in  the  north  of  Trinidad, 
and  in  certain  parts  Spanish  is  generally  spoken.  In  Port-of- 
Bpain  there  are  always  Venezuelan  Spaniards,  and  many  Portu- 
guese shop-keepers.  In  the  country  the  shops  are  frcqur.ntly 
kept  by  Chinese.  Classified  according  to  religion  the  C^hristian 
population  appears  as:  — 


1900. 


ChrUtian  Popnl&tion 


Roman  Catholics 
Ghnreh  of  England 
Otb«ra 


Numbers. 


74,549 
29,771 


The  population  of  the  capital,  Port-of-Spain,  is  55,00(1,  antl 
that  of  San  Fernando,  the  second  town,  7,641.  The  birth-ralc 
of  the  Colony  for  1900  was  approximately  37'4  per  thousand. 
Leaving  out  of  account  East  Indiana  whose  marriages,  though 
generally  effected  according  to  native  custom,  are  for  the  most 
part  invalid  in  law,  the  births  registered  as  illegitimate  were 
about  3,500,  or  nearly  400  in  excess  of  the  legitimate. 

Publie  Health. 

34.  The  death-rate  of  the  Colony  for  1900  was  approximately 
25'8.  The  general  health  has  been  satisfactory,  though  an 
epidemic  of  influenza  caused  a  rise  in  the  mortali^  for  several 
months. 

9997  B  4 
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Sanitation. 
The  greater  part  of  Port-of-Spain  Las  hitherto  been  wiiUout 
sewers.  Householders  have  to  provide  for  the  emptying  of  thEir 
cesspits,  while  the  refuse  water  from  baths  and  from  the  kitchen 
finds  its  way  to  the  sea  along  the  gutters  of  the  streets.  The 
construction  of  a  complete  underground  sjstem  is  now  in  foil 
progress;  and  the  fear  felt  in  some  quarters  that  the  public 
health  would  suffer  from  the  turning  up  of  the  soil  has  happily 
hitherto  been  falsified.  When  the  work  is  completed  it  cannot 
fail  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  capital,  which  already  claims 
a  good  sanitary  position  among  tropical  towns.  ProTision  is 
also  ibeing  made  not  oiJy  in  Port-of-Spain,  but  throughout  the 
towns  and  larger  vUlages  of  the  Colony,  for  a  regular  supply  of 
wholesome  water-  The  completion  of  the  works  in  progress  will 
not  only  reduce  the  danger  of  epidemics,  but  will  greatly  con- 
duce to  the  comfort  of  the  people. 

Climate. 
Though  the  climate  of  Trinidad  is  generally  described  as  try- 
ing, it  is  never  as  oppressive  as  is  that  of  many  tropical  coun- 
tries. The  rainfall  of  Trinidad  for  last  year,  based  on  the 
records  of  67  stations,  was  73*37  inches.  This  was  0*36  inches 
below  the  average  of  the  previous  twelve  years.  The  tempera- 
ture in  the  shade  never  reaches  100  d^rees  Fahrenheit,  and  is 
private  houses  seldom  touches  90  degrees.  For  three  months  in 
the  year  it  constantly  falls  below  70  degrees  at  night,  even  at 
Fort-of-Spain ;  and  speaking  generally  the  nights  are  cool.  The 
mean  temperature  for  last  year  at  the  Botanic  Station,  which  is 
66  feet  above  the  sea,  was  793.  The  Northern  range  of  hills 
rises  to  a  height  of  over  3,000  feet,  and  their  ridgea  are  almost 
constantly  exposed  to  breezes  from  the  Atlantic  or  the  Caribbean 
Sea.     No  hill  station,  however,  has  as  yet  come  into  existence. 

Postal,  Telegbafh,  and  Telephone  Services. 
36.  There  are  62  Post  Offices,  14  Money  Order  Offices,  and  32 
Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Colony.  The  value  of  the  Money 
Orders  issued  in  the  Colony  was  ^9,000,  exclusive  of  Inland 
Orders,  which  amounted  to  £14,000.  The  Mail  contracts  in 
force  during  the  year  were  as  follows:  — 


Service. 

Line  of  Steameni 

No. 
otMwIfl. 

Colony's  share 
of  Subsidy. 

England       

New  York 

Boliw         

Bound  Trinidad  mi 
toTobego. 

Boyal  Mail        

Trinid».l  Rhippins  and 

Trading  Com  pony. 

Orinoco    Shipping    and 

Trading  Company. 

52 
26 
26 
42 

£ 
2,900 

100 

100 

4,200 
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There  is  also  a  mail  service  by  the  Qulf  steamers  between  Port-  Tbihida» 
«f-Spain  and  the  various  stations  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria.  In  the  amd 
course  of  last  year  the  Eoyal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Co.'b  contract  '''obaoo, 
for  the  English  service  was  renewed  with  the  Imperial  Gt)vem-  ^^W- 
ment  for  five  years,  and  the  Colony  has  made  a  new  contract 
with  them  for  the  service  round  Trinidad  and  Tobago  in  substitu- 
tion for  that  with  the  Orinoco  Shipping  and  Trading  Company. 
The  service,  when  the  contract  is  in  full  operation,  will  be  much 
improved,  two  suitable  vessels  being  constantly  employed.  The 
subsidy  will  be  £7,000.  The  inland  telegraph  service  ia  con- 
ducted by  the  Railway  Department.  Trinidad  is  connected  with 
New  York  vid  Jamaica  by  the  cable  of  the  "West  India  and 
Panama  Telegraph  Company,  which  receives  a  subsidy  of  £3,000 
a  year.  Telegrams  to  Englaiid  can  be  routed  from  Jamaica  vid 
Bermuda  and  Halifax,  tiius  passing  only  through  British 
Colonies.  The  rate  per  word  to  England  is,  for  the  public, 
6*.  lid.  News  Telegrams  are  supplied  daily  from  New  Tork. 
Thex«  are  three  telephonic  E^encies  at  work  connecting  the  out- 
lying parts  of  Trinidad  with  the  capital.  Tobago  is,  at  present, 
^unconnected  with  Trinidad,  but  the  feasibility  of  establishing 
regular  communication  between  the  two  islands  by  wireless 
telegraphy  is  now  under  consideration,  ■ 

MiiiTAEY  Defence. 

36.  The  whole  cost  of  Military  defence  is  borne  by  the  Colony. 
The  amount  expended  last  year  was  £9,04&  11*.  Sd.,  of  which 
£1,805  4t.  Id.  was  due  to  the  introduction  of  new  arms.  There 
is  no  Militia.  The  Volunteer  Force  consists  of  a  permanent 
staff  of  three  officers  and  five  non-commissioned  officers,  and  of 
bodies  of  Light  Horse,  Garrison  Artillery  and  Light  Infantry. 
The  Cavalry  numbered  in  1900  18  officers  and  105  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  men,  Artillery  32  men,  and  the  Infantry 
23  officers  and  511  non-commissioned  officers  and  men.  The 
Police,  who  number  four  officers,  excluding  the  Commandant 
of  the  Forces,  who  is  «:  officio  Inspector-General  of  Police, 
and  557  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  also  receive 
military  drill,  and  are  liable  to  military  service.  Of  this 
vmtHl  force  a  proportion  volunteered  in  1899  for  service  in 
South  Africa,  and  again  last  year  for  service  on  tie  "West 
Coast.  The  whole  force  is  now  armed  with  the  Martini- 
Enfield  carbines  and  rifies  and  uses  the  '303  ammunition,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  by  which  the  same  can  be  used 
for  practice  by  members  of  the  Rifle  Clubs,  of  which  tiiere  are 
now  at  least  four  in  existence. 

Genebal  Obsebvations. 

37.  Life  is  easy  in  the  Colony.  The  demand  for  labour  is  in 
excess  of  the  supply.  Hence  wages  are  much  higher  than  in 
■other  "West  Indian  Idands.     Leisure  is  the  ideal  of  the  Creole 
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TuxiD&D  labourer,  and  he  often  regards  a  rest  of  three  days  in  the  week  aa 
AMD  more  worth  the  earning  than  anything  which  superfluov.  money 
could  procure.  Hence  the  importation  of  East  Indian  I'^boorers, 
who  after  a  period  of  indenture  go  to  swell  the  numbers  of  free 
labourers  and  of  peasant  proprietors.  Though  the  immigrants 
are  secured  the  opportunity  oi  returning  to  their  native  coontij 
on  terms  within  their  means,  there  is  not  one  in  five  who  chooses 
to  relinquish  his  prospects  in  this  Coljny.  There  is  no  inter- 
marriage between  the  two  races,  though  the  Indian  bom  in  the 
Colony  often  adopts  European  dress.  The  Indian  is  always 
thrifty :  the  negro  very  seldom  ao.  Friendly  societies,  so-called, 
are  numerous  and  popular,  but  none  have  taken  any  steps  to 
secure  financial  soundness.  With  the  exception  of  those 
managed  by  the  churches  they  are  generally  in  their  jnovident 
aspect  at  best  sm-Ul  insurance  agencies  with  !iitle  real  element 
of  mutuality.  The  Raffeifen  Bank  scheme,  to  which  allusion 
has  been  made  above,  will,  if  successful,  mark  an  important  step 
in  the  progress  of  the  people.  It  should  succeed,  if  at  all,  among 
Ihe  cane-fai-mers,  who  are  the  pick  of  their  class;  but  though 
long  discussed  it  is  still  only  a  scheme. 

A  visitor  to  the  Colony  unacquainted  with  the  people  is  apt  to 
form  a  wrong  impression  of  their  condition.  A  well-to-do 
peasant  proprietor,  who  may  possese  cocoa  and  other  property 
worth  several  thousand  pounds,  will,  when  at  his  work,  wear 
rags  of  which  an  English  tramp  would  be  ashamed,  while  his 
wife  will  walk  bare-legged  to  market  with  a  baisket  of  vegetables 
on  her  head.  There  is,  however,  one  characteristic  of  the  people 
which  the  stranger  cannot  fail  to  appreciate  on  first  meeting 
them — their  extraordinaiy  bheerfulnefls  and  hospitality.  The 
solitary  traveller  can  visit  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  Island 
with  greater  flecuiity  from  unfriendly  interference  than  in  any 
county  in  England. 

Tobago  is  an  interesting  study.  The  island,  whose  early  his- 
tory  is  outlined  by  such  names  as  Bloody  Bay  and  Englishman's 
]Jay.  waiB  reduced  to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  on  the  failure  of 
the  sugar  industry,  but  the  people  retained  their  cheerfolness. 
Money  may  be  never  seen,  but  the  necessaries  of  life  are  never 
wanting.  At  the  beginning  of  1899  the  fiscal  union  of  Tobago 
with  Trinidad  was  completed ;  and  the  former  is  now  one  of  the 
dozen  districts  or  wards  of  the  Colony.  Much  more  than,  the 
i-evenue  of  the  smaller  island  is  now  being  expended  upon  it, 
i.nd  there  are  indications  of  revival.  Among  these  is  an  increase 
in  the  price  of  land. 

The  number  of  visitors  both  from  England  and  from  the 
United  States  increases  year  by  year,  and  when  the  contem- 
plated extension  of  the  road  system  has  made  travelling  in  Trini- 
dad more  easy  it  will  have  solid  claims  as  a  winter  resort.  From 
January  to  March  the  climate  is  delightful.  For  readers  of 
Kingsley  the  beauty  of  Trinidad  may  have  been  discounted,  but 
the  scenery  of  the  Northern  Hills  is  lovely  and  the  colours  at 
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tmaet  defy  desoriptioiL    The  capital  poBseeaes  in  tlie  way  of    Tbimidad 
abam,  electiio  li^Lt,  tolqtluuies  and  oluJbs,  the  resources  of  a        akd 
oi'vilized  town.     A.  Eiiropean.  hotel  waa  opened  on  the  Savannah     Tobaso, 
or  Park  a  few  years  ago  to  accommodate  53  ^eetB,  but  soon       ^^^' 
proved  too   smnll  and  was   shortly  afterwards   extended.     On 
aereral  occasionA  la«t  year  it  was  so  full  that  applicants  for  ad- 
ifiiinrinTi  wore  tumfid  away ;  and  the  building  ib  now  being  ^i- 
larged  to  provide  room  for  145  visitors. 

H.  Clakehce  Bottbne, 

Aetmg  Colonial  SeerOary. 

Ist  August.  1901. 
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APPENDIX    A. 


— 

1899. 

1900. 

1.  CMtonw 

£       I. 
267^98    5 

d. 
3 

270,162  % 

d. 
6* 

2.  Port,  Harboar,WIiaif,&c,  Dues 

10,404  11 

4 

10,130  16 

11* 

3.  Lioences,  Ez<nse  and  iDtem&l  BeTOnne 
not  otherwise  cUsBifiecL 

184,360  17 

11 

203,859  11 

1* 

i.  Fees  of  Court  and  Office  Payment  for 
inidd. 

48,025    6  11 

48,984    6 

10* 

6.  Post  Office 

9,175  18 

11* 

1,386  15 

2 

Telegraphs. 

78,524  17 

8 

80,066    3 

1 

7.  Bents  of  Govemment  Property 

1,582  16 

5 

1,224    0 

5 

8.  Interest     

11,096  11 

1 

11,493  14 

9 

9.  Miscellaneous  Receipts 

8,691     1 

14 

3,644    i 

7 

Total— Ezdoaive  of  Land  Sales  and 
Immigration  Fonds. 

619,262    6 

8 

630,951    2 

6 

Land  Sales,  Royalties,  «c 

31,872    5 

91 

30,922  12 

3* 

80,204  19 

11* 

37,065  11 

11 

681,339  11 

6 

698,939    6 

B* 

Amonnt  expended  in  anticipation  of  Loan 
to  be  raised  charged  to  Reveaae  in  1899 
and    1900,    now    transferred    to    Loan 
Account. 

~ 

113,36310 

2 

)  11    5    812,302    6  10| 
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APPENDIX    B. 


Trimidad 

AHD 

Touoo, 
1900. 


— 

1899. 

1900. 

1.  OhugM  on  acoonnt  of  Pnblio  Debt 

48,795    8 

d. 
9 

£       t.  d. 
50,623    4    2 

2.  Pennons      

15,560    9 

5 

16,891    0    0 

3.  The  Qoveraot  and  Legialatnre    ... 

6,162  13 

3 

6,920  16    7 

3,831     1 

** 

3,903    8    4 

6.  Anditor-General'a  Department    ... 

3,394  10 

8 

S,138    0  10 

6.  Hmtu7  Depaitment        

12,601    0 

10* 

9,045  11    8 

10,916    6 

9 

14,439  10    2 

16,763  12 

8t 

17,986  16    8* 

9.  Crown  Lands  and  BnTrej*  Depart- 

12^93  10  11* 

13,406    0    3 

10.  Onrtonu  Department        

18,641    8 

H 

8,304  16    6* 

44,612    3 

3 

46,746    1    6 

12.  Hegiitrar-Genena-B  Department  ... 

3,171    7 

4 

3,380    7  11* 

13.  Post  Office  and  Telegraph  Gable 

Subsidy. 

14.  Port  and  Marine  Department      ... 

21,920  13 
9,323  15 

9* 
9 

21,379    4    0 
9,763    1    4* 

16.  Printing  and  Stationery  Depart- 
ment. 

6,900  17 

3 

6,327  16    0 

893  14 

8 

902  18    3* 

17.  L^  Department 

11,853    9 

*i 

11,244  10    0 

18.  Magistraoy 

11,779    0 

ot 

12,077    8    1* 

19.  WardeM  and  Superviaora 

16,904    2  10 

16,101     8    3 

20.  Uedical  Department         

68,227    6 

0* 

67,326  11    7* 

46,052    6 

6 

44,888    6    4 

trial  Schools. 

13,318    2 

8* 

12,638  17    1 

Carried  forward        

402,897    2  10 

396,333  13    1* 
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Appbndix    B — continued. 


f'.^wndtftfre— ooDtmaed. 


— 

1899. 

1900. 

BtODght  fomid      

£        «. 
402,897    2 

d. 
10 

£        *.     d. 
896,333  13    1* 

23.  Trinaport 

215  17 

6* 

106  16  11^ 

24.  Bocledaatical           

10,600    0 

0 

10.676    U    0 

26.  Grown  Agents— London 

796    4 

1 

1,297  10    2 

26.  BoUnic  Gardens  and  Agrionltnnl 

Department. 

27.  Fire  Brigades          

6,912  12 
2,464  15 

0 

9,441    0  10 
2,490  11     1 

26,787  13 

Oi 

22,162  19    6} 

53,251    0 

10* 

62,602    7    ^ 

30.  PabUc    Work*    DepwtnMint,    Re- 

onnrent. 
SI.  Boada  mA  Bridges,  Beonrrent     ... 

26,467  16 
66,662    9 

** 

6* 

30,257    6    6 
61,508  17    4^ 

686,063  10 

5 

686,976    2    7i 

to  Specul  Pnnda. 
29a.  B»ilway  Works,  Bxtriordmary... 

21,830    9 
6,013  17 

6* 
6 

26,879    0    1| 
3,489    8    01 

82.  Fnblio  Works,  Extrsordimuy      ... 

29,489  12 

8* 

14,273  19    0 

83.  EosdB  uid  .Bridges,  Extraotdinsry 

30,192  Ifi 

21 

26,469  19  1(^ 

H   Expenditore  on  BulwsT  Extension 
snd  Fnblic  Works  Forther  Lo&n. 

75,561    2 

S 

37,801  17    6 

748,151    7 

10i= 

696,880    7    2 
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APPENDIX    C.  Tmkidao 

AMD 

Tobago. 

lupoRTS  and  Exports  for  1900  and  the  five  previoua  jeam.       ^^ 


Importo.                    , 

Kxports. 

Yew. 

Total 
Value. 

Value, 

BxcluaiTe 

of  Bullion  sad 

Bpode. 

Total 
Value. 

Value, 

Exclusive 

of  Bullion  and 

Sped*. 

1895 

£ 
2,276,864 

£ 
2,040,872 

£ 
2,065,104 

£ 
1,791,867 

1B96 

2,463,525 

2,188,189 

2,165,820 

1,896,748 

1897 

2,161,231 

1,992,537 

1,994,926 

1,828,818 

1898 

2,233,054 

2,123,589 

2,310,133 

2,189,731 

1899 

2,535,91)6 

2,282,981 

2,572,891 

2,419,475 

1900 

2,600,258 

2,374,970 

2,693,475 

2,511,899 

APPENDIX  D. 


Values  of  the  most  iupobtant   Exports  during  the  last 
SIX  TBAR8  were  : — 


Year. 

Sugar. 

Goooo. 

Ajiphalt. 

Vali.e. 

Value. 

Value. 

1895 

£ 
596.415 

020,634 

97,318 

1896 

700,347 

452,141 

106,920 

1897 

537,107 

632,123 

198,801 

1B98 

602,045 

812,272 

113,829 

1899 

715,428 

898,389 

162,046 

1900 

662,168 

978,632 

177,460 

y  Google 
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APPENDIX  E. 


Shipping  in  1900. 
Entered. 


Sailing. 

g 

earn. 

TotaL 

From 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

TODH. 

No. 

Tom. 

United  Kingdom 

21        8,479 

30 

55,648 

51 

64.127 

U.S.  America    

33      17,194 

30 

40,152 

63 

57,346 

B.  N.America    

37        7,473 

12 

14,056 

49 

21,52» 

B.  W.  I.  andB-GDiana... 

466      26,326 

195 

230,828 

661 

267,154 

Teneeuels           

1,902      14,852 

133 

95,112 

2,035 

109,964 

Other  ConntrieB 

99  j   35,337 

32 

46,640 

131 

81,977 

Total,  1900     ... 

2,558  j  109,661 

432 

482,436 

2,990 

592,097 

Total  for  1899 

2,098  1 116,389 

483 

515,742  1  2,581 

632,131 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

No. 

Tons. 

No.       Tons. 

No. 

Tom-. 

United  Kingdom 

23 

7,359 

5        6,267 

28 

13,626 

U.  S.  America    ... 

75 

42,923 

34 

46,032 

109 

68,965 

B.N.  America    

19 

3,563 

14 

17,376 

33 

20.939 

B.  W.  LandB.  Gaiaoa... 

440 

13,849 

176 

199,878 

616 

213,727 

Tenunela           

1,878 

16,413 

182 

174,589 

2,060 

190,002 

Otber  Countries 

79 

30.920 

25 

38,228 

104 

59,148 

■Total,  1900     ... 

2,514 

104,027 

436 

482,370  }  2,950 

586,397 

Total  for  1899       ... 

2,103 

119,351 

480 

510,816 

2,583 

630,167 
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APPENDIX   F. 


Tkikuud 

AHD 

ToBiao, 
1900. 


Oontries. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

TalnB  of  Imports  from  r— 
Unitod  Kingdom 

£ 
852,867 

£ 
796,359 

£ 
949,685 

£ 
881,394 

British  OoloniM 

201,779 

224,520 

229,680 

169,344 

Unitod  Stotoa       

450,664 

496,169 

628,324 

605,406 

Tonenisla 

462,697 

574,613 

631,151 

652,751 

OUwr  Foteigo  Countries... 

188,234 

191,395 

197,126 

190,864 

ToUI        

2,161,281 

2,283,056 

2,536,965 

2,500,258 

Conntries. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

TJne  of  Exports  to  :— 
Unitod  Kingdom 

£ 
713,540 

£ 
713,211 

£ 
339,665 

£ 
983,356 

British  Colonies 

41,346 

52,963 

67,524 

78,970 

United  States      

628,264 

863,455 

885,772 

792,439 

TanMuela 

2H,760 

265,419 

318,000 

289,054 

Other  Foreign  Countries... 

357,016 

425,075 

421,930 

441,031 

Totd        

1,994,926 

2,310,933 

2,572,891 

2,584,649 

Total  Tnde,  1900 ... 
Avenge,  1897-1900 


£6,084,807 
£4,736,762 


y  Google 
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APPENDIX   G. 


TamASK, 
ISOQ. 


Nationalitt  of  Vbbskls  Estkeed. 


ConntrieB. 

1899. 

1B99. 

190a 

British        

Uil.  America        

Other  ConatrieB 

Tom. 
360,168 

37,598 

195,139 

Tons. 
348,972 

58,869 

214,290 

Toui. 
317,169 

52,143 

222.785 

Total      

582,9I» 

622,131 

692,092 

The  following  figures  for  1900  includes  the  tonnage  of  55  ahipB 
of  wftr  and  eeveral  private  yachts  : — 


BritiBh 

378,414 

Americfui    .. 

66,795 

445,209 

nationi,  viz. : — 

French         .. 

73,104 

Dutch 

45,902 

Venezuelan .. 

40,903 

German 

28,113 

Italian 

21,816 

Norwegian  .. 

19,937 

Russian 

2,539 

Portuguese.. 

1,803 

Spanish 

1,650 

Austrian      .. 

1,314 

Danish 

872 

Greek 

414 

238,367 

British  and  A 

.merican  Vessels  ... 

Vessels  of  Ot 

ler  Nations          

445,209 
238,367 


,  Google 


COLOHIA.L   BBFOBT8 — i.SVVA^L. 


APPENDIX    H. 


London  pbicbs  of  Sugab  and  Cocoa  pbe  owt. 


TUMIDAB 

Aim 

TOBAOO, 

1900. 


Oryitall). 


11    0  to  14    0 
11    0    „    13    6 


U    6   „   16    0 


43  to  60 
66   „   73 

71  „   75 

72  „   80 
68   „   76 


y  Google 


LONDON: 

ntlNTBD   FOB    HIS    If  AJESTyg    STA.TIONEBT    OFBIOB, 
Bt  D1BLIIK3  A  BON,  Ltd.,  84-10,  Hunx  Brans,  B. 
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No.  363. 

TURKS  AND  CAICOS   ISLANDS. 


REPORT    FOR  1901. 

(For  Boport  foe  1900,  «M  Ho.  338.) 


9tt«ntcti  to  both  Sanste  at  S^ilianunt  bg  tSomnunli  of  3|i»  jn^jtsiB- 
September,  1902. 


LONDON: 

FEINTED    FOB    HIS    MAJBSTT'S    8TATI0NBBY    OFFICE, 
Bt  DASLINO  a  son,  Vto..  3V40,  Baoov  Bnm,  B. 


And  as,  Amraooit  Srunr,  WnncnnnaB,  E 
or  OUTEB  &  BOTD,  EoannnaH; 
or  E.  PONSONBT,   llfl,   Okarov  SvaiiT,  DoaLOt. 


[Cd.  78S-93.3    Prio'  2rf. 


yGooQie 
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COLONIAL  REPOBTS. 


The  following,  among  other,  reports  relatii^  to  His  Majeety't 
'Colonial  PoeeeflsionB  have  been  iaeaed,  a&d  may  be  obtained  from 
tiie  soared  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

341 

342 

Ceylon 

GibnihM           

1900 

848 

Baantoland        

1900^1901 

344 

Gold  Com*        

1900 

845 

GreiuKia 

1900^^901 

S4S. 

Northwn  Nigeria         

847 

Britiflh  Solomon  IsUncb        

348 

JSmSh  Gniana "!       ".'.       '."       '".       '.'.'.       Z 

1900 

349 

1900-1901 

■360 

Bt.  Vinoent       

1900 

8B1 

J&maicB 

1900-1901 

362 

Oocoalskndg 

1901 

363 

1900 

■354 

Bernmda             

1901 

356 

Gsmbia 

-356 

Falkland  laUnda          

367 

368 

Malta      

369 

Gibraltar 

360 

Straits  Settlemonte     

361 

Sierra  Laone     

362 

" 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Snbjeot. 

1 

Gold  Coast        

Economic  Agricoltaris. 

2 

Zolnland 

Foreata. 

3 

Sierra  Leone     

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Emifration. 
8i«iiIndnBtry. 

6 

Bahaitus 

Hong  Kong        

Nefffonndland 

Bnbonio  Plagoe. 

7 

Mineral  ReBonrcee. 

8 

WeBtern  Pacific 

British  Solomon  lalanda 

9 

Donuaica           

10 
It 

Tirgin  iBlandB 

GwSada 

Condition  doring  1897. 
Tital  StatLiMM,  1898. 

12 

Anpiilla 

CoAlilands     

13 

Trade,1899. 
Fibre  Indnatry. 

14 

Baliainaa 

16 

Canada  

Legal  StatOB  of  British  North 
American  Indiana. 

16 

Medical  Beporta. 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  lalands      ... 

Eeport  for  1896-1900. 

Hong  Kong       

Operationa    in    Now    Territory 

daring  1900. 
Medical  EepoHfl. 

19 

20 

WeiHaiWei 

General  Report 

y  Google 
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No.  363. 
TURKS  AND  CAICOS  ISLANDS. 

(For  Beport  for  I»00,m»  No.  3S8.) 


ACTINO  QOTEEITOB  OlTVIER  to  Mb.    ChambRTK.ATW. 

King's  House,  Jamaica, 

25tk  July,  1902. 


I  HATE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  oiLe  copy  of  the 
Blue  Book  of  the  Turks  ami  Caicos  Islands  for  the  y«ar  1901, 
tt^ther  with  a  copy  of  the  Commissioner's  report. 

I  have,  &c., 

Sydnet  Olitibb, 

AdminitUring  the  Government, 


•I3481*— 75— SJt»2     Wt2S6tS    D  ft  » 
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BEPOET  ON  THE  BLUE  BOOK  OF  THE  TURKS  AND 
CAICOS  ISLANDS  FOR  THE  TEAR  1901. 


FINANCIAL. 

The  I'evenue  of  the  Dependency  for  the  year  1901  amounted  to 
,£9,030,  which  is  leas  by  £160  than  the  revenue  of  the  previous 
year,  but  which  compared  with  the  average  annual  revenue  of  the 
five  years  1895-99  shows  an  increase  of  £675. 

2.  The  Customs  duties  yielded  £3,537,  an  increase  of  over 
^275  on  the  previous  year  and  on  the  average  receipts  from 
<^ustome  of  the  five  preceding  years. 

3.  There  was  also  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  nearly 
£300  under  the  head  of  Revenue  from  Government  Property. 
This  is  due  to  the  paymenC  of  the  balance  of  £300  on  the  sum 
of  £1,350  for  the  purchase  of  3,768  acres  of  land  at  West  Caicos 
purchased  for  the  purpose  of  fibre  cultivation. 

4.  The  receipts  from  interest  were  £1'J3  less  during  the  past 
year,  the  explanation  being  that  the  interest  on  iaveatments  for 
the  latter  half  of  the  year, was  paid  and  brought  to  account  in 
January  of  this  year,  and  not  taken  credit  for  Mid  brought  to 
account  before  payment,  as  was  done  in  the  accounts  of  1900. 

5.  The  most  marked  drop  in  the  revenue  for  the  year  compared 
with  the  revenue  of  the  previous  year  will  be  found  under  the 
head  of  Post  Office,  and  is  due  to  a  decrease  of  receipts  from 
stamp  speculators. 

6.  In  1900  a  rush  was  made  on  the  introduction  of  a  new 
issue  of  postage  stamps  to  purchase  the  remaining  stock  of  th« 
old  issue,  "with  the  result  that  the  receipts  under  the  head  "  Post 
Office"  increased  from  the  annual  averse  of  the  previous  five 
years  of  £632  to  £1,282  for  the  year.  The  sale  of  the  new  issue 
of  fltamps  was  not  bo  great  in  1901  and  Post  Office  receipts  fell  to 
£868.  For  the  current  yeer  the  sales  of  postage  stamps  to  col- 
lectors promise  to  be  still  less. 

7.  The  following  statement  shows  the  several  heads  of  revenue 
collected  in  1901,  compared  with  the  year  1900  and  tbe  annual 
average  for  the  preceding  five  yeare :  — 


,  Google 
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Reoenue. 


A.anual  average, 

lati. 

1900. 

Ave  yea«     ' 
1895  to  1899. 

£      «. 

£       s.    <l. 

£      1.    d. 

Import  Duties 

3,557    9 

3,280    0    2 

3,270    5    4 

Eoyalty  on  Salt  exported      ... 

2,517  16 

2.H34    4    7 

2,532  19    5 

Port  Dnoa          ... 

Licences  and  Internal  Bevenue 

■222  13 

247    7    6 

300    2    9 

Payments  for  Specific  Serrioea 

432  18 

461    5    8 

408  19    5 

Post  Office        

8fi8  Ifi 

1,282  17     1 

622  15    4 

474  16 

180    5  10 

234    9    3 

Property. 

Interest 

Hiscellaneuus  Receipts 

54    0 

l\*    8    3 

17    5  U 

'I'otal     

9,030     1 

9,190    2    9 

8,362    7    6 

8.  The  expenditure  amouiLted  to  £7,989,  leaving  a  ^l&nce  of 
reveoiie  over  expenditure  of  £1,040. 

9.  There  are  no  poinis  of  special  intereBt  to  be  noticed  in  the 
expenditure  of  1901.  The  expenditure  waa  of  a  normal  character, 
and,  although  some  £180  above  the  average  annual  expenditure 
of  the  years  1895-99,  waa  under  that  of  1900. 

10.  Summarized,  the  expenditure  of  each  of  the  years  1900 
and  1901  waa :  — 




1900. 

1901. 

Pemdona         

Personal  Emoluments         

Other  Charges           

Public  Works 

Hiscellaneons 

£ 

400 

4,092 

2,358 

606 

396 

£ 

413 
3,922 

2,058 
1,141 
455 

Total       

8,062 

7,989 

11.  The  expenditure  of  1901  under  the  several  items,  com- 
pared with  the  expenditure  of  1900  and  the  average  expenditure 
of  the  preceding  five  years,  may  be  seen  on  rrference  to  the 
following  statement:  — 

ISiSi  A  9 
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Expenditure. 


Average, 

five  vouB 
1896  to  1899. 

£     t.    d. 

£     ..    d. 

£     ».    d. 

413    0    0 

400    6  11 

467  10    6 

Commiasioaer'i  Department 

2,196  18  11 

2,347    9  10 

2,290    3    4 

Jndkisl      

630  U    3 

558    5    6 

554  18    7 

PoUoe         

476  18    2 

486  10    3 

458    0    7 

Priaoaa       

182  19    4 

181     5    6 

210    6  10 

467    8    3 

419    0    5 

339    7    0 

307  12  11 

288  13    6 

Education 

600    0    0 

600    0    0 

575    1     4 

■il  15    « 

24    6    6 

28  17    6 

Pnblio  Market       

•21    0    0 

40  17    3 

21    0    0 

SS^   ;::    :;:    ::: 

60    0    0 

60    0    0 

50    0    0 

404    6    7 

346    7    0 

307    2  11 

Post  Office 

532  11    9 

749    2    0 

636  10    8 

IdghthooM  Department 

Fnblic  Works  Department 

279  16    4 

237  16    6 

280  10  11 

331     4    9 

397    9    6 

219    9    7 

Do.           Kecurrent 

770    4  11 

746    3    9 

664  13    6 

Do.           Extraordinary     ... 

371     1     1 

39  17    3 

432  19  10 

Total      

7,989    6  10 

8,052  16    8 

7,803  18  11 

12.  The  followiag  table  aho.w9  th^  total  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture for  1901  and  eacli  of  the  previouB  five  years:  — 


— 

1901. 

1900. 

1899. 

1898. 

1897. 

18%. 

£ 
9,030 
7;989 

£ 
9,190 
8,052 

£ 
8,032 
7,644 

£ 
7,232 

8,061 

£ 
9,477 
8)J84 

£ 

9,706 
7:382 

13.  Xo  changes  were  made  in  taxation,  during  the  year.  The 
inhabitants  enjt^  a  freedom  from  direct  taxes.  The  CuBtoms 
TarifF,  which  has  remained  unaltered  since  the  year  1884,  is  not 
&  heayy  one,  the  "  Free  "  list  being  about  the  lengeet  of  any 
British  Colony  in  the  West  Indies. 

14.  The  Dependency  has  added  to  its  assets  during  the  year, 
by  excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure,  the  sum  of  £1,040,  which 
added  to  the  balance  of  the  previous  yeaj-  gives  a  total  balance 
of  Assets  on  the  Slst  December,  1901,  ol  £9,695. 

Of  this  sum,  £6,900  is  invested  in : 

1.  Queensland  3^  per  cent,  stock  ...  £1,000 

2.  Victoria  4  per  cent,  stock  ...  1,500 

3.  South  AustraUaD  Debentures  ...  1,000 


,  Google 
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1901. 

4.  JamaiJA4  Jwr  cent  stock 

koo 

5.  Jamaica  Savings  Bank       

1,000 

G.  Caah    lent  against   scrip   unissued 

Lagos  loan           

X,000 

T.  Ditto           ditto 

Siena  Leone  loan           

1,000 

:E6,900 

And  lent  out  at  interest  by  Ctown 

Agents 

1,000 

Making  a  total  of       .. 

iT,900 

profitably  placed. 

15.  Of  its  available  balances  ihe  Sependeooy  bad  in  1891  ont 
at  interest  the  sum  of  £1,000,  wbicb  in  1896  bad  beea  iacTeased 
to  ;£4,500,  amd  wbicb  lost  year  bad  reaobed  the  sum  of  £7,900. 
These  fibres  show  that  the  finimoiBl  positioii<  is  being  slovl; 
bat  surely  strengthened. 

16.  The  several  items  forming  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the- 
Dependency  on  the  Slat  December,  1901,  may  be  seen  on  perusal 
of  the  following  statement :  — 
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17.  the  Colon;  is  free  from  public  debt. 

18.  The  cTirrency  is  compoeed  of  Brituh  gcii  and  ailver  uhiu 
of  all  values.  Amerioan  ntld  is  aUo  a  legal  i^ider,  the  double 
eagle,  (20  (£4  3*.  4d.),paawig for  £4  2*.,  the  eagle,  |10(£2  liBd), 
for  £2  If.,  and  the  half  eagle,  f6  (£1  Oi.  10<2.),  for  £1  (U.  Gd. 
American  silver  dollars,  hcdf  dollarB,  and  qnairter  dollars  are 
also  in  circulation  at  it.  to  the  dollar.  Smaller  coinage  i»  sup- 
plied by  the  Jamaica  nickel  tokens  Id.,  id.,  and  id.  Qold  is 
scarce,  and,  as  there  is  no  pa^r  currency  and  no  limit  to  the 
tender  of  silver  coins,  nearly  ^e  whole  of  the  cash  transactions 
of  the  i^ace  are  made  in  silver. 

19.  There  are  no  manioipalities.  The  publio  streets  in  the 
towns  of  Grand  Tnrk,  Salt  Cay,  and  Gockbum  Harbour  are  main- 
iained  1^  tiie  Oovermnent  out  of  general  revenue. 


TRADE,  AGRICULTURE,  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

20.  The  trade  returns  for  the  past  year  are  satisfactory  as  com- 
pared with  previous  years.  The  total  imports  were  valued  at 
£30,817,  an  increase  of  £1,200  on  the  value  of  the  imports  of 
1900  and  on  the  average  of  the  previous  five  yean. 

21.  The  total  exports  were  valued  at  £40,148,  an  increase  of 
£5,600  OIL  the  exports  of  1900. 

22.  Of  the  total  exports,  produce  and  manufacture  of  the 
Colon;  represented  £39,761,  an  increase  of  £6,362  on  the  year 
1900  and  £9,863  on  the  average  of  the  previous  five  years. 

23.  As  regards  the  imports  of  1901,  there  is  notiiing  very 
special  to  note  in  considering  the  details,  beyond  small  increases 
on  the  [Hevious  year  under  food  and  textile  fabrics  and  an  in- 
crease, equal  to  a  third,  on  spirits.  The  daiy  collected  on  spirits 
in  1901  was  £817,  an  increase  of  £208  on  the  duty  collected 
under  this  head  during  the  previous  year. 

24.  Of  the  total  value  of  imports,  £3,110  came  from  the 
United  Eingdom,  £4,092  from  British  Colonies,  and  £23,614 
from  foreign  countries. 

26.  The  imports  frmn  t^e  United  Kingdom  were  made  up 
of  textile  fabrics  £1,644,  gin  £367,  crockery  and  earthenware 
£50,  paint  £75,  electrical  apparatus  £65,  and  straw  hats  £99. 
The  toIuo  of  the  remaining  articles  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom  were  less  than  £60  in  each  case. 

26.  Of  the  imports  from  British  Colonies,  articles  to  the  value 
of  £2,046  came  from  Jamaica  and  £1,341  from  Canada.  The 
imports  from  Jamaica  of  £50  and  over  in  value  were  made  up 
of  aerated  waters  £62,  ale  and  porter  £63,  rum  £340,  cigars  £61, 
cottiHL  textiles  £143,  sugar  £397,  Government  stores  £146,  lum- 
ber £209,  and  shingles  £60.  Camsda  supplied  us  with  bread  and 
biscuit  £100,  butter  £63,  v««etable6  and  fresh  fruit  £126,  hay, 
Oits,  and  bran  £233,  cotton  textiles  £61,  sheep  £137,  galvanised 
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roofing  £54,  oodfiali  £100,  cured  fish  £80,  flour  £68,  lumber  and 
shiDglea  £73,  and  sugar  M2. 

27.  Of  the  imports  from  foreign  countrieB,  £21,606 — 70  per 
cent,  of  the  total  imports  of  tbe  Dependency — came  from  the 
tJnited  StatM  of  America.  It  seems  accordingly  nnnecesMiy 
to  specify  particuloxly  the  imports  from  that  country,  more 
especially  as  a  reference  to  the  following  tables  will  afford  ready 
data  respecting  the  details  of  the  chief  articles  imported  and  at 
the  same  time  show  the  principal  import«  upon  which  the  bulk 
of  oar  Customs  duties  are  collected :  — 


Chief  Abticleb  of  Impost. 

1900. 

1901. 

Hate  of  Duty. 

Value. 

Duty. 

Value. 

Duty. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Books  sod  StktioneiT 

863 

— 

214 

— 

Free. 

Boots  and  BhoM    ... 

990 

99 

999 

99 

10  percent.  a(;.t<a/. 

Butter          

721 

69 

Ii73 

66 

8>.  id.  100  Iba. 

OheoM          

"  194 

22 

213 

2fi 

6«.  3d.  100  Ib«. 

Fiour,  Wheat 

1,968 

464 

2,186 

513 

3«.  M.  a  barrel. 

Hardware     

28;^ 

23 

261 

25 

10  per  cent.  ad.  iwi. 

Hay,  Gate  Bran,  and 

1,134 

1,146 

Fr^ 

Corn. 

Lard 

697 

97 

825 

103 

4».  2rf.  lOOlb^ 

Lumber        

879 

72 

376 

27 

ipther,  6s.  p.  K. 

Hadtinen'  and  Tram 

Bails. 
Heat,  Salt    

1,644 

— 

1,707 

— 

Tiee. 

1,906 

264 

2,183 

275 

4..2rf.l001bs. 

Hedidnee     

412 

41 

429 

42 

10percent.od.tyii. 

Uilk,  Condenaed     ... 

694 

69 

593 

69 

10perc»nt.ad.«ri. 

Oil,  Kworine 

412 

65 

290 

39 

Id.  a  ganon. 
UlOOlbs. 

Bi<;> 

794 

89 

776 

76 

i^w    :::    ;:; 

SOI 

68 

347 

66 

3..  100  Ibfc 

634 

609 

70C 

817 

4«.  6(i.  a  gallon. 

Sugar            

1,227 

386 

1,280 

420 

(Befined,8*.4d.,1001bfc 
\  Other,  4«.  2d.  100  lbs. 

Tea 

169 

(12 

164 

69 

6d.alb. 

Textile  Fabrios       ... 

4,869 

486 

6.164 

496 

10peroentad.<ial. 

Tinned  Proviaions  ... 

1,210 

121 

1,242 

124 

10  per  cent.  ad.  mi. 

Tobacco       

482 

58 

496 

64 

rCigara,  10*.  1,000 
,  Uutnfaotarad,  8a.  4d. 
■       100  Iha. 
Other,  4#.  2d.  100  Iha. 

T^etablea  and  fresh 

1,195 

~ 

1,116 

_ 

ti^ 

3124 
3,280 

3,386 

Total  Costoma 

3,667 

Berenue  for 

tbe  year. 
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28.  The  total  value  of  imports  for  the  year  1901  and  the  pre- 
▼ioiiB  five  years  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  table: — 


Ytim  of  Imports  from 

tTnited 

Britifih 

Poieien 
Coantnes. 

of  Imports. 

Kingdom. 

Colonioa. 

£      s.  d. 

£      ».  d. 

£       <.  d. 

£       (.  <l. 

1896       ... 

3,284    8    3 

2,936    1     9 

24,025  14    4 

30,246    4    4 

25,317    4    1 

33,239    2    7 

1898       ... 

3,306    9    1 

3,155  13    6 

20,605  13    5 

27,066  16    0 

2,684  IB    2 

3,289    3    6 

19,733    9    7 

26,707  11     3 

1900       ... 

3,385    1  11 

3,939  10    4 

22,239  10    1 

29,664    2    4 

3,110  15    6 

4,092    2    1 

23,614    5  11 

30,817    3    6 

29.  Ae  r^^ards  details  <^  exports,  there  was  a  decrease  from 
1,806,274  bushels  of  salt,  valued  at  £23,491,  exported  in.  1900, 
to  1,726,245  bushels,  valued  at  £22,7^,  exported  in  1901. 
Takmg  liie  average  of  the  previous  five  years,  ^e  export  of  salt 
in  1901  showed  a  decreeee  of  30,6^7  bu^els,  but  it  may  be  said 
a  larger  quantity  of  salt  would  have  been  exported  in  1901  had 
it  not  been  for  the  want  of  suitable  freight  towards  the  end  of 
the  year. 

30.  Our  salt  was  shipped  during  the  years  1900  and  1901  to 
the  following  markets:  — 


1900. 

1901. 

Bnshek. 

Valno. 

BuBheh. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Ouiada 

238,438 

3,738 

203,765 

3,334 

St.  Piem     ... 

34,853 

45,967 

Bermads       ...        . 

3,590 

45 

190 

2 

Jamaioa 

62.276 

790 

69,254 

745 

H»yii 

11,534 

145 

5,388 

67 

St.  Domingo... 

. 

20,110 

25C 

10,710 

133 

Dnited  States 

1,432,458 

17,898 

1,398.755 

17,737 

South  America 

.W 

under  £1 

3,016 

60 

31.  The  salt  shipped  to  the  American  market  obtained  six 
cents  a  bushel  for  "  ooarse  "  and  eight  craits  for  "  fishery,"  a 
price  in  each  case  fixed  upon  by  the  dealers  in  New  York  with 
the  principal  salt  proprietors  here  on  the  understanding  that  aU 
salt  from  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  for  the  markete  in  the 
United  States  passed  through  their  hands. 
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32.  There  was  an  uLcre&^e  ia  the  export  of  fibre  from  349,482 
lbs,,  valued  at  £6,080,  exported  in  1900,  to  461,183  lbs.,  valued  at 
£6,551,  exported  last  year.  Of  tlie  fibre  exported  last  year 
46,704  Ibe.,  valued  at  £653,  was  shipped  to  Halifax  and  414,479 
lbs.,  valued  at  £5,898,  to  *he  United  States. 

33.  The  sponge  industry  has  also  had  a  successful  year,  and 
shows  the  substantial  increase  from  £3,950,  the  value  of  sponge 
exported  in  1900,  to  £9,277,  the  value  of  sponge  exported  in  1901. 

34.  This  is  an  industry  that  unfortunately  is  not  carried  on 
wholly  by  the  people  of  this  place.  Of  the  value  of  £9,277  of 
sponge  exported  last  year,  £6,615  was  shipped  to  the  BaihainaB, 
and  may  be  said  to  represent  the  gathering  taken  from  the 
CaicoB  Banks  jby  the  schooners  from  the  Bahama  Islands,  leaving 
only  £2,662  ^s  the  result  of  local  enterprise.  The  sponge  col- 
lected by  the  people  of  the  place  was  done  up  in  1,051  bales  and 
shipped  to  the  TTnited  Stat^. 

35.  Of  the  export  of  turtle  shell,  120  Ibe.,  valued  at  £120, 
represents  the  catch  of  the  people  of  the  Turks  end  Caicos 
Islands  and  was  shipped  at  Jamaica,  The  Bahamas  schooners 
carried  oft  from  these  waters  899  lbs.  of  shell,  valued  at  £817. 

36.  The  following  table  shows  the  several  exports,  produce 
and  manufacture,  of  the  Colony,  during  the  years  1900  and 
1901:  — 

Exports,  PRODncB  and  Manupactdee, 
OP  THE  Colony. 


1900.      - 

1901. 

QaantitieB. 

Tame. 

Quantities. 

Valne. 

rf 

lbs. 

£    t.    d. 

Cotton 

pack^. 

2,250 
packages. 

U    1    8 

FUh,  Salt      ... 

190    4 

() 

186    4    2 

Hones 

2 
huBheb. 

6    0 

0 

1 
bnsbeb. 

3    0    0 

Salt    

1,806,274 

box. 

23,491  U 

3 

1,726,245 

22,782  13  10 

Sheila 

1 

IbB. 

0  .10 

0 

lbs. 

— 

SiBat     QraBB 

349,482 

5,080  15 

ft 

461,183 

6,551     5    3 

(fibre). 

itraods.  bales. 

Sponge 

73,100  691 
Iba. 
1,128 

3,950  15 

0 

49,600  1,051 
lbs. 

9,277    4    8 

Turtle 

17  16 

0 

_ 

Turtle  SheU  ... 

652    4 

0 

1,019 

937    0    0 

33,389  15 

8 

39,751     9    7 

In  1899  the  value  of  salt  exported  amounted  to  £21,138,  and 
sponge  to  £2,004 — in  both  instances  below  the  exports  of  last 
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year.  On  the  other  hand  the  fibre  industry  had  a  very  good  year 
and  retnmed  an  export  of  £7,493,  the  highest  value  since  the 
industry  waft  started. 

37.  The  total  value  of  exports  of  the  Colony  for  the  year  1901 
and  the  previous  five  years  is  given  in  the  following  table :  — 


;  Yala«  of  EzpiirU,  Prodace  aod  Mftnofocture, 
of  Turka  and  Caicos  Islands,  to  — 


United 

Bri'tiih 

FoKisn 
Countnes. 

Export*. 

'     Kingdom. 

Colonies 

[        £     ,.    .. 

£     >. 

d 

£    1.   d. 

£     s.    'i. 

.         240    0    0 

6,850  12 

9 

24.300    0  10 

31,497  14    5 

11,374    ti 

0 

29,790  18     1 

43,303  I&    6 

li,608  11 

9 

16,930    6    7 

24,810  12    4 

4,650    8 

1 

26,871     4  10 

31,909  19    2 

1900 

.  '■      291    4    a 

7,384    1 

1901 

■  i  ■         ~ 

12,290    U 

•* 

27,461     9    1 

40,148  17    1 

38.  Enjoying  no  direct  line  of  communication  with  the 
tTnited  :^ngdom,  exports  from  this  D^iendency  intended  ulti- 
mafely  for  the  London  market  have  been  sent  to  Halifax  or 
New  Tork  for  re-shipment  to  England.  This  accounts  for  no 
exports  being  shown,  with  the  exception  of  two  small  amounts 
in  1896  and  1900,  as  having  been  made  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  fibre  exported  last  year  to  Halifax,  valued  at  £(i53,  was 
shipped  for  the  home  market. 

39.  A  temporary  arrangement  has  been  made  by  which  the 
fibre  crop  of  the  present  season  of  the  West  Caicos  Plantation  is 
being  taken  direct  to  London  by  the  monthly  steamer  of  the 
Koyal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  from  Jamaica,  calling  at 
West  Caicos  on  her  way  home. 

40.  There  were  23  grants  of  small  plots  of  land,  comprising  in 
all  190  acres,  made  during  the  yeaj-.  Of  these  17  were  by  pur- 
chase at  an  average  price  of  six  shillings  and  sixpence  an  acre. 
There  was  also  one  grant  of  3,768  acres  by  completed  purchase 
at  seven  shillings  and  a  penny  an  acre  at  West  Caicos.  Of  this 
land  about  1,800  acres  are  under  sisal  (fibre)  cultivation  and 
new  land  is  being  planted  out. 

41.  The  shipping,  steamers  and  sailing  vessels,  entered  inwards 
and  outwards  at  the  ports  of  this  Dependency  may  be  seen  from 
the  following  table :  — 
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Witli  one  exception  the  iteamers  eateaing  Euid  oleaiing  daring 
the  year  1901  were  the  aabsidized  stefunere  of  the  Pickford  and 
Bla^  line  from  and  to  Halifax  once  a  month,  and  the  steamers 
of  the  Clyde  line  from  and  to  New  Tork  at  intervals  of  from  10 
to  18  daya  according  to  the  season  of  the  year. 

42.  l^e  following  table  gives  a  comparative  statement  of  total 
shipping,  omitting  ships  (rf  war,  inwu^s  and  ontwards  for  the 
last  five  years :  — 


Tw. 

iDWUds. 

s.-„. 

Sail 

TotaL 

Steam. 

SmiL 

Total. 

1897  ... 

1898  ... 
1699      ... 

1900  ... 

1901  ... 

Tens. 
106,072 
81,983 
75,268 
102,030 
111,668 

Tons. 
58,679 
38,296 
43,774 
43,999 

Toub. 
164,761 
120,278 
119,082 
146,029 
151,743 

Tonn. 
106,072 
81,983 
76,268 
102,030 
111,668 

Ton*. 
67,651 
40,846 
43,614 
'^,680 
41,615 

Toni. 
163,623 
122,829 
118,872 
144^10 
163.273 

LEGISLATION. 


43.  Nine  ordinances  were  passed  dnring  the  year,  the  principal 
l>eing  No.  3,  "To  oonsolidate,  define,  and  amend  ihp  Law  of 
Evidence,"  and  No.  9,  "  To  repeal  the  existing  law  on  the  subject 
of  eduoation  and  to  make  further  and  other  provifiionB  in  lien 
fliweof." 

44.  The  Evidence  Ordinance  is  adopted  from  the  Indian 
Evidence  Act.  The  chief  alteration  from  the  law  as  it  existed 
is  titsA  in  all  criminal  prooeedings  the  aocnsed  and  the  husband 
«ud  wife  oi  the  accused  axB  made  competent  witnesses. 

46.  The  object  of  the  new  Education  Ordinance  is  referred  to 
in  the  next  paragiaidL 
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EDUCATION. 

46.  The  primary  education  of  the  Dependency  is  luider  tke 
can  and  mana^ment  of  a  Board,  the  OoTemmemt  makinff  an 
annual  grant  oi  £600  for  the  purpose.  Out  of  this  grant  six 
Goventment  Bohools,  with  teocherB  in  charge  <»i  fixed  salaries 
Tarying  from  £40  to  £90  a  year,  are  maintained,  end  assistance 
given  to  tvo  private  Bchools  in  the  spanely  populated  districtA 
of  "  the  Bight "  and  "  Five  Cays  "  in  ihe  Caicoe  Islands.  These 
schools  are  the  venture  of  two  widom  who  receive  an  allowance 
of  ten  shillings  a  month  each  to  keep  them  going. 

47.  No  fees  ai>e  chained  at  the  Oovemment  schools.  At  ih.« 
Wo  private  schools  a  charge  is  made  by  the  Bchoolmistress  of  li^. 
a  week  for  each  child.  When  two  or  more  children  of  the  same 
family  attend  the  fees  for  each  child  are  slightly  reduced. 

48.  The  average  number  of  children  on  the  books  of  the 
Government  schools  during  the  year  1901  waa  548  with  an 
average  attendance  of  302.  The  cost  of  each  school  with  the 
number  of  pupils  on  the  roll  may  be  seen  from  the  following 
table:  — 


PrincipaJ  SetUemeDts. 

Grand  Turk  

Sslt  ()ay 

Cockbum  Hu-bour 

Guoos  IsUdiIb. 

Kaw  

BlaeHUk 

Lorimen 


49.  The  average  number  attending  the  two  private  assisted 
schools  was  about  fifteen  at  each  schooL 

60.  It  is  a  general  complaint  with  the  teachers  that  they  can- 
not get  the  parents  to  send  their  children  regularly  to  school.  In 
the  three  principal  settlements  of  Cbund  Turk,  Salt  Cay,  and 
Cockbum  Harbour  the  excuse  given  is  the  want  of  decent 
clothes.  In  the  Cadcos  Islands  the  same  excuse  is  at  times  made, 
but  more  frequently  it  is  that  the  children  are  wanted  to  assist 
their  parents  in  cultivating  the  family  field  or  plantation. 

61,  In  the  Caicos  Islands  the  attendances  compare  well  with 
the  attendances  at  the  schools  in  the  principal  settlements.  This 
goes  much  to  the  credit  of  the  parents  of  the  children  and  the 
children  themselves,  as  in  some  instances  the  distances  from  the 
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homestead  to  tlie  school  are  great  and  the  coadititm  of  tile  quits 
different  to  that  in  the  principal  settlements.  In  these  out- 
lying CaiooB  Islands  the  head  of  a  family  has,  as  a  rule,  his  plan- 
tatitm  of  ten  acres  or  more  to  cultivate.  It  is  to  his  plantation 
that  he  looks  in  a  great  measure  for  the  daily  bread  of  his  family. 
Should  his  cultivation  be  neglected  and  his  crop  fail  him  he 
lacks  other  sources  of  any  more  secured  nature  for  the  support 
of  his  wife  and  children.  Education  has  done  much  for  the 
people  of  the  Caicos,  but  it  has  not  as  yet  tutored  them  to  provide 
against  a  rainy  day.  They  cultivat«  only  for  their  immediate 
waata,  and  they  live  as  they  reap. 

52.  To  improve  the  attendances  at  th<>  schools  in  the  three 
principal  settlements  of  Grand  Turk,  Salt  Cay,  and  Cockbum 
Harbour,  an  ordinance  was  passed  last  year  to  enforce  regular 
attendance.  The  principles  of  the  compulsory  sections  of  the 
ordinance  have  been  taken  from  the  law  of  Bermuda.  Under  the 
ordinance  the  parent  or  guardian  of  everr  child  over  six  and 
under  thirteen  years  of  age  living  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
the  CU>Temmeat  school  is  liable  to  the  payment  of  a  school  rate 
erf  ten  shillings  for  each  half  year.  To  be  relieved  from  the  pay- 
ment <rf  this  school  rate  the  Board  of  Education  must  be  satis- 
fied— 

(1)  That  the  child  has  attended  school  at  least  four  days  out 

of  every  five  days  on  which  the  school  had  been  open 
during  the  half  year. 

(2)  That  if  the  attendances  have  not  been  regular,  the 

absences  are  due  to  sickneas  or  infirmity,  fa  to  wan.% 
other  reasonable  cause  satisfactory  t»-the  Board. 

(3)  That  if  not  a  pupil  at  the  Government  school,  the  chiiu 

has  been  receiving  during  >the  half  year  sufBcient  edu- 
cation by  private  tuition ;  or 

(4)  That  the  child  has  reached  the  age  of  ten  years  and  haa. , 

be^L  granted  a  certificate  hy  the  Board  of  his  ability 
to  rei^  and  write  and  of  a  knowledge  of  elementary 
arithmetic. 
'Kie  result  of  this  l^islation  is  awaited  with  interest.     The 
ordinance  has  not  been  in  operation  for  a  sufficient  time  to  com- 
ment on  its  woriiing. 

63.  The  total  expenditure  from  the  Education  grant  of  £()00' 
last  year  amounted  to  i578,  leaving  a  balance  of  some  £21  to 
be  carried  forward  to  the  credit  of  the  Education  fund  for  this 
year. 

64.  The  census  taken  last  year  showed  that  of  the  total  popula- 
tion of  ■6,287,  there  were  2,409  who  could  read  and  write  and  706 
whose  attainments  did  not  extend  beyond  being  able  to  read. 
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GOVERNMENT    INSTITUTIONS. 

55.  There  are  no  hospitals,  asylums,  ckt  refcnmatorieB  in.  ih» 
SependeDcy.  The  population  ia  too  small  and  scattered 
throughout  the  several  islands  of  the  Depemdency  for  the  estate 
lishmeut  of  such  institutions  at  any  centre,  if  oTen  the  necessi^ 
for  such  institutions  were  felt.  The  hospital  thart  was  estalv- 
Usbed  some  years  ago  at  Grand  Turk  was  closed  after  being 
opened  several  years,  as  it  vba  found  that  it  was  not  wanbed. 
'^e  inhabitants  generally  speaking  are  a  strong  healthy  race  of 
African  descent  comparatively  free  from  zymotic  and  febrile 
diseases.  At  Grand  Turk  accommodation  is  provided  in  a 
separate  and  convenient  building  for  the  treatment  of  infectiooB 
diseases.  This  accommodation  has  not  been  required  for  tiie 
past  seven  years  and  then  on^  for  two  cases  of  yellow  fever 
landed  from  a  vessel  in  harbour. 

56.  Any  person  of  unsound  mind  not  likely  to  recover  and 
requiring  trained  care  and  treatment  is  senli  to  the  lunatic 
asylum  at  Jamaica,  at  the  cost  of  this  Dependency,  for  main- 
tenance in  tiie  asylum.  The  paupers  are  given  oub-door  relief, 
which  amounted  last  year  to  £214,  a  rata  of  about  £6  16<.  p^ 
annum  to  «ach  pauper  on  the  list 

57.  To  turn  from  the  unfortunate  to  the  more  fortunate.  TL& 
"total  sum  standing  to  the  credit  of  186  depositors  in  the  Govern- 
ment Savings  Bank  or.  the  31at  December,  1900,  was  £1,050. 
By  deposits  during  1901  of  £600  and  withdrawals  of  £462,  183 
depositors  had  standing  to  their  credit  ait  the  end  of  the  year 
the  sum  ot  £1,187. 

58.  The  following  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  on  31st 
T)eof'inl)er,  1901,  is  satisfactory,  showing  as  it  does  that  the 
liabilities  of  the  Savings  Bank  are  fully  covered  by  moneys  in- 
vested in  the  name  of  the  Bank. 


Liabilitiea. 


Aaaet*. 


DneI>ep<^Biton,incliid- 

ing  Intorast. 
Cash  doe  Pnblic  Chest 
Asset!    m    excess 

Li&bilitiee. 


In-vested  in  Jamaica 

Govenunent 

bentnrea. 
In  Jamaica  Oovern- 


£1,248  16    7 
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JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 

59.  There  has  bee«  no  chaoge  ia  the  atrea^  of  the  polio« 
force  during  the  pa«t  year.  The  force  consists  of  a  corpcrii;  six 
constables,  and  twelve  district  constables; 

The  cost  of  the  police  in  1901  was  £476,  compared  wiid  £486 
in  the  prevtous  year. 

60.  The  prison,  which  has  separate  cell  accommodation  for 
ten  male  and  f onr  finale  prieoners,  ie  at  Grand  Turk.  The  daily 
average  in  prison  during  1901  was  1^  compared  with  2  the 
average  for  the  previous  year.  The  cost  for  the  year  was,  for 
prison  stafE  £160,  for  other  charges  £32  19t.  id. 

The  total  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  magistrates  wa» 
69,  made  up  of  21  cases  against  the  person,  11  against  property- 
other  than  praedial  larceny,  and  37  other  offences.  Of  these,  14 
cases  were  dismissed  by  the  magistrate,  64  summarily  convicted, 
and  one  referred  for  trial  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

61.  Of  tihe  64  summarily  convicted,  41  were  fined,  one  went  to 
prison  in  lieu  «f  fine  or  surety,  3  were  sentenced  to  peremptory 
imprisonment,  and  9  bound  over.  The  one  criminal  case  before 
the  Supreme  Court  for  the  year  resulted  in  an  acquittal. 

62.  The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  number  <rf 
offences,  apprehensions,  convictions,  and  acquittals  in  the  Courts 
ol  this  Dependency  for  the  last  five  years :  — 


— 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

IWO. 

t»01. 

Offences  reported  to  Police 

181 
176 

195 
184 

176 
175 

131 
128 

69 
69 

Sunm&ry  Coavictioiw— 
Offence*  ag»imt  tbe  person    ... 

Fmdklluoeny 

Offences  aguDBt  property 
Other  offences 

34 

17 
66 

30 
3 
& 

83 

61 

7 
7 
65 

30 

6 
10 

67 

16 

7 
31 

Convictions  in  Supreme  Court — 
OSences  against  the  person     ... 

Pmdial  krcen; 

Offences  agsinat  property 
Otber  offences 

2 

4 

1 
S 

2 

1 

2 
10 

- 

MagistTstes'  Courtu      

43 

5 

58 
2 

38 

4 

22 
3 

14 
1 

63.  The  greatly  reduced  number  of  offences  reported  to  the 
police  during  1901  compared  with  previous  years  may  be  atlri- 
buted  to  fewer  complaints  of  a  trivial  nature  baring  been  made. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


&4.  like  census  taken  od  the  Ist  April,  1901,  letnmed  the  total 
popalatdoD  of  tlie  Turks  and  Gaicos  Islands  on  iliat  date  at  6,360 
persons.  Of  tliese  63  were  on  board  vesselB  in  the  harbour  noi 
belonging  to  tbe  Dependency.  Deducting  the  63  the  populaticm 
proper  of  the  Dependency  was  2,204  in  the  Turks  IslaiidB  and 
3,083  in.  the  Caicos  Islands,  in  aU  5,287.  There  were  2,714 
cMldren  of  16  years  and  under,  leaving  only  2,573  persons  of 
more  mature  age.  Of  the  total  population  of  5,287,  4,991  (2^63 
males  and  2,728  females)  were  natives  of  the  Turks  and  Caicos 
Islands. 

66.  He  retmrns  of  1901  give  an  increase  of  543  on  the  popola- 
tiou  taken  by  the  census  o£  1891,  but  there  has  been  no  yery 
marked  increase  in  thelodt  40  years,  as  may  be  seen  on  reference 
to  the  following  table ;  — 


year. 

UsiM. 

FwMle. 

1861         

2,128 

2,244 

4,372 

1871         

2,i!74 

2,449 

14,723 

1881         

2,282 

2,500 

4,732 

2,211 

4,744 

1901         

2,408 

2,879 

5,287 

66.  With  an  average  annual  birth  rate  for  the  decade  of  38 
per  thousand  and  death  rate  20  per  thousand — an  increase  of 
three  per  tEonsand  in  the  birth  rate  and  a  decrease  of  four  per 
thousand  in  Ihe  death  rate  compared  with  the  rates  given  f«r 
the  previous  ten  yeere— the  small  increase  of  the  population  in 
the  last  ten  years  and  the  excess  in  the  number  of  children  up 
to  16  years  of  age  over  the  rest  of  the  population  may  be 
accounted  for  by  emigration  to  Hayti,  St.  Domingo,  and  Cubs, 
where  employment  is  readily  found  by  the  natives  of  this  place. 

67.  The  population  of  1901  was  composed  of 


— 

Females.           Totd 

WhHe        

Coloured 

Black          

150 
572 
1,666 

192 
791 
1,896 

342 
1,363 
3.582 

Total 

2,408 

2,879 

5,287 
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and  the  occupation  gireo  u 


— 

MAl«t, 

FemalM.           TotmL 

Domwtic 

OomnMrdal           

-igricolwral          

iSlnrtrUl 

49 
17 
100 
160 
1,016 
1,066 

30 
153 
25 
273 
789 
1,609 

79 
170 
125 
433 
1,806 
2,675 

Total 

2,408 

2,879 

5,287 

68.  Touching  the  civil  conoition  of  the  people,  748  males  and 
■80y  females  were  married.  There  weie  70  widowers  and  241 
vidowa,  leaving  3,424 — 1,690  males  and  1,834  females — 
unmarried. 

For  the  year  1901  theie  were  218  births  and  163  deaths  com- 
pared with  198  births  and  133  deaths  in  1900. 

69.  The  genend  state  of  tlie  public  health  of  the  Dependency 
may  be  viewed  as  good.  At  Grand  Turk  during  the  period 
March  to  August,  1901,  there  were,  however,  several  cases  ot 
whooping  cough  resulting  in  26  deaths,  chiefiy  of  infants  of 
two  years  and  under,  out  of  a  total  of  57  deaths  for  the  year. 
There  were  also  a  few  cases  of  measles  and  influenza  at  Grand 
Turk  and  Cockburn  Harbour;  otherwise  the  Dependency  was 
free  from  diseases  of  zymotic  type. 

The  porous  naiture  of  the  sandy  soil  of  these  low-lying  flat 
islands  leaves  little  to  be  done  by  man  in  the  way  of  drainage. 
In  his  report  for  last  year  the  Ch>vernment  Medical  0£Bcer  wrote : 
"  There  is  no  ^^tem  of  draining  off  rainfall  and  waste  water; 
nature  disposes  of  these  in  an  admirable  rajad  way,  1^  means  of 
the  hot  eun,  strong  winds,  and  porous  soil." 

70.  The  climate  of  these  Islands  is  healthy,  but  ae  relaxing  as 
most  tropica!  climates  for  persons  of  European  descent.  The 
scarcity  of  fresh  meat,  fruit,  amd  vegetables,  and  the  frequent 
mort  to  "  canned "  provuions,  make,  however,  the  conditions 
of  life  in  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  yet  more  enervating  to 
such  persons. 

71.  The  rainfall  during  the  past  year  recorded  each  day  at  the 
United  States  Weather  Bureau  Station  at  Gramd  Turk, — Lati- 
tude 21.21  y.,  Longitude  71.07  W.,  height  above  mean  sea  level 
11.3  feet, — was  29.52  inches,  about  five  inches  more  than  the 
average  of  the  previous  ten  years.  Rain  fell  on  154  days,  the 
lieaiviest  fall  in  the  24  hours  being  recorded  on  the  26th  August, 
when  3.30  inches  fell.  On  that  day  the  wind  from  the  south-east 
measured  36  miles  an  hour,  the  maximum  force  for  the  year. 

72.  I^e  maximum  heat  registered  was  94  degrees  in  the  diad* 
on  26th  September,  and  the  minimum  tMnperatnr«  63  d^frees  on 


,  Google 


OOLOVIAL  BBFOBTa — ANNUAL. 


the  21si  Febmaiy.    On  that  day  the  wind  was  from  the  north- 
west and  reached  the  velocitf  of  34  miles  an  hoar. 

73.  The  following  taUe  gives  the  mean  readings  for  each 
month  of  the  yeai  of  the  Barometer,  the  Thermometer,  and  the 
Anemometer,  and  the  total  rainfall  for  each  month :  — 


M«U1B. 

UoDth. 

Wind 

Aetiul 

lUinfall 

7.30  a.m. 

Foree. 
UilMpet 

recorded. 

Mwt. 

Min. 

hour 

J.aoary 

30-06 

81 

68 

11 

l-g4 

February 

30-06 

82 

69 

9 

•22 

MBNh 

3009 

88 

71 

14 

•79 

April     

30-01 

84 

72 

9 

•88 

J&r      

29-99 

86 

74 

10 

•98 

J«i«     

30-03 

90 

78 

18 

•70 

July      ...       ... 

3001 

88 

75 

13 

483 

Aiimt 

30-02 

89 

77 

12 

(-06 

KT      - 

29-97 

90 

77 

10 

■95 

29-91 

88 

74 

8 

4-86 

November 

29-99 

82 

70 

11 

5-19 

Deoembfff 

30-03 

82 

70 

11 

8-7S 

The  direction  of  the  wind  was  obeerred  from  the  north  on  24 
days,  the  north-east  on  46,  the  east  on  124,  the  south-east  on 
116,  the  south  on  33,  ^e  soath-west  on  8,  tiie  west  on  4,  and  the 
north-west  on  20  days. 


POSTAL,  TELEttRAPH,  AND    TELEPHONE. 

74.  We  have  no  internal  postal,  telegraph,  or  telephone  ser- 
vioe.  Our  mails  are  brought  by  tHe  subsidized  steamer  of  the 
Pickford  and  Black  line  leaving  Haliiax  about  the  16th  of  each 
month  for  Jamaica  calling  at  Bermuda  and  Q-rand  Turk  en  route. 
The  subsidy  paid  by  this  Dependency  is  £600  a  year,  half  of 
which  IB  contributed  by  the  Imperial  Oovemment.  The  length 
of  the  voyage  from  H^ifax  to  Grand  Turk  is  seven  days.  The 
steamer  leaves  Jamaica  on  her  return  journey  about  the  27th  (rf 
each  month,  and  two  days  later  calls  at  Grank  Turk,  proceeding- 
via  Bermuda  to  Halifax.  The  bulk  of  our  mails  are,  however, 
carried  to  and  from  New  York  direct  1^  the  steamers  of  the 
Clyde  line,  which  sail  at  intervals  of  from  10  to  18  days  and 
make  the  voyage  between  the  two  places  in  five  days.  By  these 
steamers  letters  from  this  Dependency,  transhipped  at  New 
York,  have  been  delivered  in  London  on  Uie  fourteenth  day- 
after  leaving  here. 
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76.  TIte  revenue  of  the  Poit  (Mce  tor  khe  yew  1901  «u  £868, 
madcap  of 

ReeeipU. 

Sale  of  Stamp*  ..,        ^62 

Commission  on  Mon^  Orders         44 

Sals  of  Stamps  to  Collectors  562 

. .    £868 

EmpendUure. 

local      25 

C(MiTe>yance  of  Mails  £507 

Less  Contribution  from  Imperial 
GoTernment  250       257       282 

Net  Bevenne  Post  Office  £586 

76.  The  estimated  number  oS  letters  and  postal  matter  beyond 
the  seas  dealt  with  by  the  local  poet  office  during  the  year  1901 
may  be  seen  on  ref«rra.ce  to  the  loUowing  table :  — 


United  Kingdom. 

Other  Plawa. 

Total. 

Ftom.        To. 

From 

To. 

Letter*         

PoBtcardH      

Book  pukets          

Parcel.         

2,500  2,600 
90           100 

7,000  728 
160  36 
1B7    [        20 

U,600 
100 

12,000 
176 
113 

12,600 
112 

4,000 
30 
63 

29,100 
402 

23.728 
403 
343 

77.  Money  orders  to  the  value  of  £1,567  were  issued  in  the 
Depmdency  during  the  year  1901  on  th&  United  Kingdom,  and 
orders  for  £361  dniwn  in  the  United  Kingdom  paid  in  the 
Colony.  The  money  order  traasactions  with  other  places  abroad 
amounted  to  £1,247  issued  and  £45  paid  in  the  Dependency. 
The  bulk  of  these  tnuisactibas  was  with  Jamaica. 
.  78.  The  cable  of  the  Direct  West  India  Cable  Company  be- 
twem  Halifax,  Bermuda,  and  Jamaica  is  landed  at  Grand  Turk. 
The  Company  supply  a  news  bulletin  daily,  in  respect  of  which 
an  annual  grant  of  £120  is  made  to  them  1^  the  Dependency. 
The  telegraiA  rate  to  England  is  3^.  a  word,  to  Halifax  2i.,  and 
to  Jamaica  Ic. 


GENERAL. 
79.  A  brief  comparison  of  the  condition  of  these  islands  fifty 
years  ago  with  their  state  to-day  may  here  fiud  a  suitable  place. 
In  1852,  with  a  population  of  3,260,  the  total  revenue  of  the 
Government,  from  all  sources,  was  £10,690  and  the  expenditure 
£10,370.    The  imports  were  valued  at  £29,460,  Mid  the  ezporto 
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produce  and  manufacture,  of  the  Colony  ait  £22,166.    Of   the 
expcHTts  1,061,776  busheU  of  salt  alone  represented  je23,034. 

80.  During  the  succeeding  twenty-five  years  the  population 
had  increased  to  4,723.  The  revenue  of  the  Government  re- 
duced to  iE7,500  with  an  expenditure  of  £7,100,  This  waa  due 
to  retrenchment  consequent  on  the  annexation  in  1873  of  the 
Turks  and  Gaicos  Islands  to  the  Colony  of  Jamaica,  a  move 
broi^ht  about  by  the  people  of  the  Islands  fhemselvea,  as  th^ 
considered  their  separate  adminifitration  was  costing  them  too 
dear^.  The  value  of  imports  at  that  time  fell  to  £22,900,  while  ' 
the  Tf^ue  of  the  exports  had  increaaed  to  £26,700.  Of  thia  sum. 
£23,000  represented  the  value  of  1,641,384  bushels  of  salt 
exported. 

81.  To-day,  viewing  the  trade  of  the  place  generally,  the  posi- 
tion is  satisfactory.  Without  increase  of  taxation,  indeed  it  can. 
be  said  with  a  reduced  tariff,  the  annual  revenue  has  increased 
to  £9,000  with  an  expenditure  of  £8,000  and  the  value  of  the 
imports  has  increased  to  £30,800  tmd  exports  to  £39,700.  Of 
these  exports  1,726,246  bushels  of  salt  represent  £22,780.  Prac- 
tically «peaking  our  markets  remain '  unchanged,  the  T7nit«d 
States  still  doLag  the  bulk  of  our  trade.  ' 

83.  It  results  therefore  that  while.ihe  market  price  of  salt  ha» 
fallen  off,  and  salt  no  longer  forms  99  per  cent,  of  the  exportsi 
the  production  of  salt  has  increased  and  tihe  total  value  exported 
has  remained  unchanged  during  the  last  fifty  years 

83.  Although  it  is  to  the  salt  indus^  of  these  islands  that  we 
owe,  and  ever  will  owe,  our  existence,  yet  the  growth  within  recent 
years  of  two  other  industries  has  helped  to  cement  the  Batisfao- 
tory  financial  position  of  the  Dependency  to-day.  I  refer  to  the 
sponge  industry  and  to  the  fibre  industry — ^more  especially  to- 
the  fibre  industry. 

84.  A  quarter  of  a  century  ago  sponge  gaithering  afforded  but 
little  employment  for  the  people.  The  value  of  sponge  exported 
from  these  islands  averaged  about  £100  annually.  Ten  years 
ago,  i.e.,  in  fifteen  years,  the  industry  had  increased  its  export 
to  £600.  Lost  year  the  value  of  eponge  exported  amounted  to 
£9,277.  There  are  at  present  three  sponge  eetablishments  work- 
ing in  the  Caicos  Islands  where  the  sponge  is  gathered  on  the 
banks.  The  sponge  is  not  of  the  quality  of  the  Mediterranean 
sponge,  but  it  finds  a  ready  sole  in  the  TTnited  States  market  at 
a  fair  price. 

86.  It  is  only  within  the  last  twelve  years  that  fibre  growing 
has  been  attempted.  The  first  exportation  of  fibre  was  made  in 
1890  when  £49  worth  was  shipped.  Five  years  later,  in  1896, 
95.788  Iba.  of  fibre,  valued  at  £620,  were  shipped.  Last  year 
461.183  lbs.  were  exported,  valued  at  £6,661. 

86.  With  regard  to  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  Depen- 
dency there  is  little  to  say  in  respect  of  the  cultivation  of  the- 
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Turks  IslaiLds,  where  salt  prodaced  from  sea  water  b;  solar 
evaporation  is  the  sole  indiutiy,  and  where  the  climAtiic  condi- 
tions are  favonrable  to  its  prodnction.  The  absence  of  rain  for 
weeks  at  a  time,  with  a  hot  dry  wind — by  which  alone  the  salt 
u  produced — and  a  sandy  soil,  make  csltivaitaou  of  any  sort  next 
to  impossible  aad  bat  little  is  consequently  attempted.  Accord- 
ing to  the  census  of  last  year  there  weie  9  male  and  15  female 
egricultaral  labourers  in  the  Turks  Islands.  Even  these,  or  some 
of  these,  may  have  been  on  a  visit  from  the  Cadcoe  Islands  at  the 
time  of  takin^f  the  census,  so  small  is  the  attempt  at  cultivation. 

87.  In  the  Cadcos  Islands  the  soil  is  somewhat  lees  sandy  and 
the  climatic  conditions  better  suited  to  crop  growing.  The 
annual  rainfall  in  those  islands  is  about  35  inches  compared  with 
an  average  of  24  inches  in  the  Turks  Islainds.  But  even  here,  un- 
fortunately, cultivation  is  an  uphill  task  and  the  people  grow  but 
little  beyond  their  own  wants.  Fruit  and  vegetables  are  im- 
ported &om  Hayti  and  St.  Domingo  for  the  Turks  Islands- 
market.  It  is  in  the  Caicoe  Islands  that  the  two  fibre  planta- 
tions are  situated  and  working  successfully— one  at  East  Caicos 
and  the  other  at  West  Csricos.  They  have  about  2,200  and  1 ,800 
acres  of  land  under  cultivation  respectively,  and  are  each  extend- 
ing their  areas  of  cultivation.  On  the  East  Caicoe  there  are  four, 
and  on  the  West  Caicos  plamtation  two,  fibre  cleaning  machines 
worked  by  either  steam  or  oil.  Each  machine  ia  capable  of  turn- 
ing out  1,000  lbs.  of  fibre  a  day. 

88.  There  are  sereral  thousand  acres  of  vacant  land  in  the- 
CadcoB  Islands  suitable  for  fibre  growing,  which,  if  properly 
planted  out,  would  give,  in  from  three  to  four  years — should  the 
present  price  of  fibre,  bd.  to  5|<2.  a  pound,  be  maintained — a  fair- 
return  for  money  invested. 

DODQLAS  TOUKG, 

Commiatumer, 
Grand  Turk,  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands. 

24th  May,  1902. 
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